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Emerging deck trends

C

ustom-built decks
can expand usable
outdoor entertaining
spaces. Decks can surround
pools and create outdoor
patio areas that make it easy
to establish multitiered living
spaces, improving the functionality of outdoor areas.
Certain deck trends have
emerged as industry experts’
top picks for the upcoming
remodeling and renovation
season. For those thinking of
revamping an existing deck,
or building an entirely new
one, these trends are on
point.

OH-70124042

• Established perimeters:
“Picture framing” is not a new
trend, but one that has taken
greater hold in recent years.
The term refers to aesthetically appealing designs that
conceal the ends of deck
boards for a clean finish.
Some designs feature contrasting material colors on the
ends for even more impact.
This helps create refined perimeters for a polished look.
• Roof-top decking: Urban
areas also can benefit from
decking to create usable
outdoor spaces. In fact,
many new condominium and
townhouse communities are
incorporating roof-top decks

Deck trends continue to improve on the form
and function of outdoor living spaces.
into their designs, particularly
in communities with water
views or other impressive
vistas. HGTV experts suggest
roof-top decks feature lightcolored materials and fixtures
to help keep the area cool
even in direct sunlight.
• Distressed hardwood:
Builder and Developer, a
management resource for
professional homebuilders,
says that the trend for using
distressed hardwoods at
home has migrated outside.
Some decking manufacturers have recently introduced
low-maintenance composite
deck boards that mimic the
look and feel of distressed,
rustic hardwood flooring. This
weathered appearance gives
the look of age without the
upkeep of real aged wood.
• Wooden walkways:
Decking can be the more
traditional design people envision with a patio table or outdoor furniture. But it also can
consist of wooden walkways
or a low-laying patio to accentuate the yard.

• Mixed materials:
Homeowners may be inspired by commercial eateries, breweries and urban
markets in their exterior
design choices. Decks featuring composite materials
and aluminum railings blend
sophistication, urban appeal
and comfort.
• Personal touches:
Homeowners can customize their decks with personal
touches. It’s not unheard of
to wrap columns in stone or
glass tiles for more impact.
And a vast array of decking
colors now enables fun interpretations for outdoor areas.
• Fire pit conversation
area: Many decks can incorporate water or fire elements
for visual appeal. Gas-fueled
fire elements can expand the
functionality of decks beyond
the warm seasons, or make
enjoying them practical on
nights when the temperature
plummets.
Decks are reimagined in
many different ways with
continually evolving trends.
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What is the water
table, and how does
it affect homes?
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NOW OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

T

he groundwater table plays a role in
home construction, foundation stability and home comfort. Because the
groundwater table is so significant, it behooves homeowners to understand how it
works.

National Geographic defines a
water table as the boundary between water-saturated ground
and unsaturated ground. Well be-

neath the ground, at various depths depending on geography, topography and weather
conditions, pockets of water, called aquifers,
exist. The water table marks the boundary
between that available water and the dry
surface.

The water table as well as local soil conditions and drainage can impact homes and
their foundations. If soil drains efficiently and
there is a relatively low water table, it may
not be problematic. However, if soil is dense
and absorbent and the water table is high,
the ground around a home may swell and
become saturated. This can exert significant
pressure against the foundation walls, states
Rytech, a water damage and mold rehabilitation company.
In areas where a local water table rises near
the surface, water can push against the underside of the foundation in a condition known as
“hydrostatic pressure.” This may cause water
to infiltrate through the bottom of the foundation — even permeating solid concrete over
time. If hydrostatic pressure is severe, it could
lift certain portions of the foundation out of the
ground, but this is very unlikely. But it could
cause shifting of foundation walls and struc-

tures like fencing and decks.
Even if ground water does not cause foundation cracking or shifting, it could lead to humidity issues, resulting in rust, bacteria and mold.
Wood structures in a home may be compromised by a high level of humidity.
The home improvement resource Angie’s List
says certain steps may need to be taken to
protect against damage from a water table
and abundant ground water. Basement and
foundation waterproofing professionals can
help homeowners develop a plan to mitigate
water damage. This can include grading
changes and the installation of drains and
pumps to move water away from the house.
Special paints and sealants also can protect
the foundation.

WE ARE YOUR CLUB!

Ground water can be a hindrance when it affects the home, but homeowners who learn
about it can be in a position to confront any
ground water issues.

Golf: 937.836.6353 | Event Facility: 937.540.9685 6001 Salem Ave. Clayton, OH 45315
www.meadowbrookatclayton.com
OH-70124076

Ground water is impacted by precipitation,
irrigation and ground cover. It also may be
affected by land use and tides. The water
table can fluctuate with the seasons and
from year to year because it is affected by
climatic variations, as well as how much
water may be drawn from underground, advises Encyclopedia Britannica. The water
table where one person lives may be several inches or feet below the surface of the
ground and follow the topography of the land.
For others, it may be much higher, even coming above the surface of the soil.
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Did you
know?
CAR LOADER
EASY ON-EASY OFF

GOOSE NECK
GRAIN TRAILER

HYDRAULIC
DUMP TRAILERS

SKID LOADER
TRAILERS

Investing in a home renovation project not only requires money, but
also time and patience. While contractors, architects and designers can
estimate how long a project may take,
it is impossible to anticipate all of the
scenarios that can affect that estimated
timeline. Information from the real
estate firm Keller Williams indicates
an average kitchen remodel involving installation of new countertops,
cabinets, appliances, and floors
can take three to six months. But if

COME SEE US FOR TRAILER NEEDS

Cox

TRAILERS

www.coxtrailer.com

937-548-4699

OH-70123868

OH-70123853

8903 St. Rt. 751 • Arcanum • OH 45304

ductwork, plumbing or wiring must be
addressed, the job may take longer.
A midline bathroom remodel may
take two to three months. Adding a
room to a house can take a month or
two. The home improvement resource
Renovation Junkies offers similar estimates, with the average home renovation taking between four and eight
months. Homeowners need to consider time when planning their home
projects.
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Outdoor improvements
W

hether home improvement projects are design
to improve the interior
or exterior of a house,
focusing on renovations
that make the most financial sense can benefit
homeowners in the long
run. The right renovations can be assets if and
when homeowners decide to sell their homes.
So how does one get
started? First and foremost, speak to a local
real estate agent who
is knowledgeable about
trends in the community.
While a swimming pool
may be something coveted in one area, it may
impede sales in another.
It also helps to study
generalized trends and
data from various home
improvement industry
analysts to guide upcoming projects.
The following outdoor
projects are just a few
renovations that tend to
add value.
• Fire pit: A fire pit is
a great place to gather
most months of the year.
Bob Vila and CBS news
report that a fire pit realizes a 78 percent return
on investment, or ROI.
• Outdoor kitchen: Many
buyers are looking to
utilize their yards as an
extension of interior living
areas. Cooking, dining
and even watching TV
outdoors is increasingly
popular. Outdoor living
areas can be custom
designed and built. In
addition, prefabricated
modular units that require
a much smaller commit-

ment of time and money
are available.

that boost home value

Patio: Homeowners who
do not already have a
patio will find that adding one can increase
a home’s value. Patios
help a home look neat,
add useable space and
may help a home to sell
quickly. The experts at
Space Wise, a division of
Extra Space Storage, say
that refinishing, repairing
and building a new patio
offers strong ROI.

a fire pit
realizes a 78
percent return
on investment

• Deck: Deck can be as
valuable as patios. A
deck is another outdoor
space that can be used
for entertaining, dining
and more. Remodeling
magazine’s 2018 “Cost
vs. Value” report indicates
that an $11,000 deck
can add about $9,000 in
resale value to the home,
recouping around 82 percent of the project’s costs.

well-thought out
landscaping can net
105 percent ROI

• Door update: Improve
curb appeal with a new,
high-end front door and
garage doors. If that’s too
expensive, a good cleaning and new coat of paint
can make an old door
look brand new. These
easy fixes can improve a
home’s look instantly.
• New landscaping: The
National Association of
Realtors says an outdoor
makeover that includes
well-thought out landscaping can net 105
percent ROI. Installing a
walkway, adding stone
planters, mulching, and
planting shrubs are ideas
to consider.
Many different outdoor
projects can add value to
a home.

$11,000 deck can add about $9,000
in resale value to the home
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Must-haves for an amazing
kitchen remodel

& TOP SOIL

Black

Brown

Red

Natural

Starting @

$25
per Scoop

*Scoop is equal to approx. 1 cubic yard
Mulch & Soil available @ select
locations - Please call for details

LAWN & GARDEN ESSENTIALS

WEED CONTROL, INSECT CONTROL, PEST CONTROL, POND SUPPLIES, GRASS
SEED, FERTILIZERS & MORE

12-12-12
Fertilizer

ONLY $12.95

Soil
Te
Avail sting
able

50LB 12
12--12
12--12 Fertilizer
Great for Lawns & Gardens

Bulk Garden Seed Available
Including Onion Sets, Potatoes, Sweet Corn,
Green Beans, Peas & Much More!
*Vegetable Seed Packets also available

Farmersville

Brookville

307 W. Center St.
11597 Upper Lewisburg Salem Rd.
Farmersville, OH 45325
Brookville, OH 45309
937
937
937--696
696--2028
937--833
833--4128

Eaton

412 S. Franklin St.
Eaton, OH 45320
937
937--336
336--5735

For more information check us out online
OH-70123846

Collinsville

4850 Hamilton Eaton Rd.
Hamilton, OH 45013
513
513--726
726--4931

www.brubakergrain.com

K

itchen remodels are among the most
popular home renovation projects,
whether they consist of swapping out
cabinet hardware or doing major demolition.
Due to the sheer amount of time families
spend in the kitchen, not to mention the number of tasks performed in this space, it is easy
to see why Remodeling magazine consistently ranks kitchen renovations as projects
that will enable homeowners to recoup a high
percentage of their investments. In the magazine’s 2018 “Cost vs. Value” report, midrange
major kitchen remodels costing an average of
$63,829 recouped 59 percent of that investment.
When investing in a kitchen project, it is important to incorporate items that are coveted.
• Deep, double sinks: Having a double sink
enables you to soak dishes in one side and
then wash on the other. It also makes it easy
to wash and prep produce for meals.
• Kitchen island and bar stools: Even
though many meals are enjoyed around the
table, there’s something to be said for the
convenience of a kitchen island and some
well-placed bar stools for quick breakfasts or
snacks.
• Smart kitchen storage: Work with a contractor to include storage solutions built into

cabinetry and the pantry. Slide-out shelving,
nooks for a paper towel roll and customdesigned areas to store stand mixers and
other necessities can make kitchens more
functional.
• Outdoor access: If possible, design a
kitchen so it is easy to access the backyard
via sliding doors. This can make outdoor entertaining or even coffee on the deck much
easier.
• Under-cabinet lighting: Fixtures installed
under cabinets provide both ambient lighting
and task lighting. Such lighting makes it easier
to see what you’re working on as well, as even
well-placed overhead lighting can fail to illuminate dark corners and spots on the counters.
• Convenient warming drawer: This appliance provides backup to the oven. It’s a slideout drawer that can keep prepared foods out
of the way and warm until they are ready to be
served. This is particularly handy for holidays
and other entertaining.
• Beverage station: Designate one area of
the kitchen to beverages, such as coffee and
tea. Or make the area an informal bar. This
can limit traffic in the kitchen to a single area.
Kitchen remodels are exciting to envision, and
several choices can make these high-traffic
spaces even more coveted.
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Benefits of
freestanding tubs

Freestanding tubs are
typically made of cast iron
or porcelain. The home
improvement website
HomeAdvisor notes that cast
iron is durable and solid and
retains heat well, which is
great for those who want to
spend more than a little time
relaxing in a freestanding
tub. However, because cast
iron is so heavy, installing
a cast iron tub may require
structural reinforcement of
the flooring, which will add
to the overall cost of the
project.
According to HomeAdvisor,
the average cost to install a
tub varies widely depending
on the type of tub, the materials its made of and other
factors, including plumbing
and piping. For example, the

cost to install a freestanding
tub will rise considerably if
new plumbing and piping are
necessary.
Before purchasing a freestanding tub, homeowners
should seek estimates regarding installation, making
sure to get them in writing.
Contractors will determine
if structural reinforcement is
necessary and include such
costs in their estimates. In
addition, make sure to ask
contractors to investigate
piping and plumbing so no
surprises pop up after the
tub has been purchased and
work has begun.
If estimates from contractors
aren’t budget busting, homeowners can consider these
benefits of freestanding tubs
before making their final decisions.
• Cleaning: Because they’re
detached from other bathroom fixtures and not flush
against the wall, freestanding tubs tend to be easier to
clean than built-in bathtubs.
Freestanding tubs are accessible from all sides, making it

easy to reach all those nooks
and crannies where grime
can build up.
• Return on investment: In
its 2018 “Cost vs. Value” report, Remodeling magazine
noted that upscale bathroom
remodels recouped 56.2 percent of their cost at resale.
That was a better return on
investment than an upscale
kitchen remodel (53.5 percent) and an upscale master
suite addition (48.3 percent).
The thought of a sizable return on investment can make
relaxing in a freestanding tub
that much more enjoyable.
• Warmth: Even freestanding tubs made of materials
other than cast iron offer
great heat retention. Stone
resin bathtubs, for example,
provide excellent insulation
on cold nights. That’s ideal for
people who want to unwind in
the tub without having to exit
early because the water has
become cold.
Freestanding tubs can transform regular bathrooms into
luxurious oases.

OH-70123902

F

ew home design
elements provide
the instant wow factor of freestanding tubs.
Freestanding tubs have an
air of luxury that can help
current homeowners relax,
and impress buyers when
homes go on the market.
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Building Condos in Cobblestone Trail
off of East Ave., Eaton, OH

Senior Condominium Development
Age 55 and over
Check out the condos in progress
Call JP Frizzell Construction LLC to set up an appointment to get started

OH-70123842

•Walking Paths
•A Neighborly Life Style
•Great Location
•Quiet Neighborhood
•Maintenance Free Exterior
•Choice of Floor Plans
•2 & 3 Bedrooms Available
•Clubhouse & Pool
(will build at later date)
•Pond

1727 North Barron St., Eaton, OH 45320
www.jpfrizzellconstruction.com
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Reasons to hire an interior designer

H

ow many times have you sat on
the sofa pouring over a home
magazine wishing your rooms
could be ripped from its pages? Some
people are gifted with a natural talent to
impart a space with perfectly balanced
colors and schemes that fit with one’s
lifestyle and design preferences. Others
are not as equipped. But that doesn’t
mean design has to suffer. An interior
designer with knowledge and resources
who’s in your corner can make all the
difference.
Many people are hesitant to bring
in professional designers because of
cost. But contrary to popular belief,
working with an interior decorator is
not something reserved for the rich
and famous. Designers actually can
save homeowners money in the long
run. A good designer will choose the
right amount of high-quality elements
that will be durable and timeless. This
means less money will ultimately be
spent on replacing cheap materials or
redesigning rooms that have gone out
of style.
According to the design experts at
Homepolish, utilizing a designer to
transform a space can create rooms
OH-70124082
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that are more in tune and balanced
with homeowners’ needs — helping to
improve mood and functionality. That
can extend to other areas of a person’s
life and well-being. Putting the task of
designing a home’s interior in someone
else’s hands frees up time to focus on
other projects as well.
Designers can look at a space with
a careful eye and not be influenced
by items that have sentimental
attachment. He or she can help decide
if anything should be repurposed or
removed. Plus, an interior designer can
help homeowners stay on budget.
Designers also can serve as
liaisons for clients who have difficulty
communicating with builders and
architects. Designers are trained to
think about things that homeowners
tend to overlook, such as placement
of lighting, outlets and room flow. He
or she also likely has contacts within
the industry that can be utilized, saving
even more time and money.
A good designer can be worth the
investment. The end results will be an
interior that homeowners will be proud
to call home.

JOHN GRIESHOP

Manager

Phone: 937-456-5466
Emergency: 937-416-4010
1013 East Main Street, Eaton, Ohio 45320

AUTO • FARM • ALIGNMENT • INDUSTRIAL • COMMERCIAL
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5

things to
look for
when
selecting
a lawn
service

M

ost people want beautiful, lush lawns and well-maintained landscapes.
Not every homeowner has the time or the inclination to do the work,
however. Many homeowners rely on a lawn service to help maintain
their properties and keep their homes looking great.
Lawn companies come in all shapes and sizes — from fly-by-night workers
with ill-maintained equipment to franchised companies with thousands of
workers across the country to everything in between. Finding the right service
for your needs may require some homework and understanding of what sets a
quality lawn service company apart from one that’s best avoided.

2. Insist on licensure and insurance.
It’s not the standard to be licensed
and insured, but it is an essential step
for finding a business that stands
behind its work and the safety of its
employees and customers. If a worker
gets injured on your property or if
the mower kicks a big rock through
your storm door, you’ll be liable if the
company isn’t insured.
3. Get a written proposal.
Be wary of companies that will quote
you an offer over the phone without
seeing your property in person.
Understand which types of services
and treatments will be included in

the weekly, monthly or annual plan.
Discuss the types of fertilizers and
herbicides used and whether they fit
with your lifestyle and environmental
consciousness.
4. Ask for a contract in writing
When you find a business that offers
the type of work you need done at the
right price, be sure that a contract is
worked up and both parties sign it.
This protects you as a homeowner
and could help you in the long run
if guarantees are not met or work is
unsatisfactory.
5. One size fits all.
Landscaping is more than just mowing
the lawn. However, some lawn
companies may only mow lawns and
will plant flowers or perform spring
and fall cleanup. If a company cannot
fill all of your needs, find one that
can; otherwise, you may need to
hire specialists in each area of yard
maintenance.
Lawn care companies are something
to consider as the weather warms and
spring projects begin anew.

OH-70124064

1. Look to the internet.
The internet connects consumers
via shared information and reviews.
Reading company and product
reviews on Yelp and Angie’s List can
help homeowners make informed
decisions. Homeowners also can seek
recommendations via local Facebook
group pages.
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Simple ways to prevent
dog-related lawn damage

POWERFUL,
POWERFUL,
PREMIUM,
PREMIUM,
PERFORMANCE!

NEWSPAPER REPRODUCTION NOTE:
133LPI minimum required,
150LPI recommended.

NEWSPAPER REPRODUCTION NOTE:

D

133LPI minimum required,
ogs love spending time outdoors.
150LPI recommended.
Dog owners with yards know that
dogs benefit greatly from some exercise in the backyard. While that time might
be great for dogs, it can take its toll on
lawns. Dog urine and feces can
adversely affect the look and health of a
lush green lawn. Nitrogen is essential to
healthy soil, but only at certain levels. When
those levels are exceeded, the result can
be lawn damage. According to The Spruce
Pets, an advisory site that offers practical
tips and training advices to pet owners, this
is what happens when pets frequently urinate on grass. Urine is naturally high in nitrogen, so when pets urinate on lawns, the
grass might turn yellow or brown due to the
excess nitrogen content. Nitrogen also is
present in lawn fertilizers, further exacerbating the problem for pet owners who fertilize
their lawns.

PERFORMANCE!
SPECIAL
FINANCING
SPECIAL *
AVAILABLE
FINANCING
AVAILABLE*

Broadmoor™ Lawn Tractor

Courier™ Zero Turn Mower

•
Briggs &
Professional
Series
Broadmoor
Lawn
Tractor
V-Twin Engine with ReadyStart ®
™
™
Stratton

•

•
•

•
•

•
•

•

™

Briggs & Stratton Professional Series
V-Twin Engine
with ReadyStart
Exclusive
Suspension
Comfort ®System™

™
(SCS
) forSuspension
a SmootherComfort
Ride** System™
Exclusive
™
™
) for a Smoother
Ride**for
(SCS
Free Floating
Mower Deck
™
Ballpark
Stripes
Free Floating Mower Deck for

Ballpark
AutomaticStripes
Controlled Traction™ for
Superior Traction
Automatic
Controlled Traction™ for
Superior Traction

•
Briggs™& Zero
StrattonTurn
Professional
Series™
Courier
Mower
®
•

•
•

•
•

•
•

•

Electric Height-of-Cut for Easy
Electric
Height-of-Cut for Easy
Adjustment

•

•

LED Headlights

•

•

Adjustment

LED Headlights

•
•

V-Twin Engine with ReadyStart or ™
Briggs & Stratton Professional Series
Kawasaki® FR651 V-Twin Engine
®
V-Twin Engine with ReadyStart or
®
Front or Front
& Rear
Suspension
Kawasaki
FR651
V-Twin
Engine for

a
Smooth
Ride& Rear Suspension for
Front
or Front
Integrated
Rear Cargo Bed† for Added
a
Smooth Ride
Versatility
in
YourCargo
Yard Bed† for Added
Integrated Rear
Versatility
in 13-Position
Your Yard Height-of-Cut
Easy-to-Use
Adjustment
Easy-to-Use 13-Position Height-of-Cut

Adjustment
Durable Fabricated Mower Deck with
‡
Durable
Fabricated
Mower
Deck with
Limited Lifetime
Warranty

‡
Limited
Lifetime
Warranty
Ergonomic
Mesh
Seat Keeps You Cool
Ergonomic
Mesh Seat Keeps You Cool
and
Comfortable
and Comfortable

STOP
IN TO YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD SIMPLICITY®
STOP IN TO YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD SIMPLICITY®
DEALER
DEALER TO
TO TEST
TEST DRIVE
DRIVE A
A SIMPLICITY
SIMPLICITY TRACTOR
TRACTOR
OR
OR ZERO
ZERO TURN
TURN MOWER
MOWER TODAY!
TODAY!
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In addition to urine damage, dogs can trample frosted grass, contributing to problems
that may not become evident until spring,
and get into areas like gardens where they
wreak additional havoc.
Pet owners who want to let their dogs run
free in the yard but don’t want damaged
grass may be tempted to put their pooches
in diapers or confine them to crates when
letting them outside. But such an approach
isn’t necessary. In fact, some simple strategies can be highly effective at preventing
dog-related lawn damage.

Place
Place Dealer
Dealer Imprint
Imprint Here
Here

3598 Quaker Trace Rd.,
West Alexandria, OH

(Place
(Place your
your dealer
dealer information
information here)
here)

(937) 787-3911
www.quakertracetractor.com

Note: features
features vary
vary by
by model.
model.
Note:
Subject to
to credit
credit approval.
approval. Minimum
Minimum monthly
monthly payments
payments required.
required. See
See dealer
dealer for
for details.
details. **Results
**Results of
of Suspension
Suspension Comfort
Comfort System
System™™ depend
depend on
on grass/yard
grass/yard conditions.
conditions.
** Subject
†50
†50 lb.
lb. capacity,
capacity, do
do not
not overload;
overload; do
do not
not carry
carry passengers.
passengers. Standard
Standard on
on most
most models.
models. See
See operator’s
operator’s manual
manual for
for details.
details. ‡See
‡See operator’s
operator’s manual
manual or
or www.simplicitymfg.com
www.simplicitymfg.com for
for complete
complete warranty
warranty details.
details.

www.simplicitymfg.com
www.simplicitymfg.com
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Speak with a landscaper about planting
new grass. Certain types of grass, such as
Bermuda grass, can withstand dog damage
better than others. Local climate will dictate
which types of grass are likely to thrive in
a given area, so speak with a professional
landscaper about the viability of planting
new grass.
Install fencing. Pet owners with expansive
yards can install fencing that allows dogs
to spend time exercising outdoors without
granting them access to the entire property.
Large dogs will need more room than small
ones, but try to build fenced-in areas that
allow dogs to run freely and get the exercise they need to stay healthy.
Work with a dog trainer. Dog trainers
might be able to work with dogs so they
only urinate in certain areas of the yard,
greatly reducing the damage they can
cause to a lawn. Trainers also might help
curb digging and clawing behaviors that can
damage lawns as well as gardens.
Consider hardscaping. Hardscaping might
be most effective for pet owners with small
properties. Hardscaping does not include
grass and can add visual appeal to a property while saving pet owners the headaches
of dealing with dog-related lawn damage.
Dogs need time outdoors, and homeowners
can take various stepsto protect their lawns
from dog-related damage.
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Rethink your kitchen layout

K

itchens are the most popular rooms in many homes. Even
though The U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics states the average person spends just 68
minutes each weekday consuming food, and around 37 minutes preparing meals, the
kitchen is not just a spot for food. It also is a gathering place for conversation, homework and
family time.
In recognition that so much time is spent in this heart of the home, many people are embracing some of the more popular trends concerning kitchen layouts to maximize the comfort and
efficiency of these rooms.

Unlike the days of yore when the kitchen
was utilitarian, today’s home floor plans
make kitchens a focal point of a home.
Food preparation also is no longer a solitary
task. Thanks to larger kitchen footprints
and multiple zones set up for meal creation,
a greater number of people can hang out
in the kitchen and help with meals. You’ll
find multiple sinks, large islands and more
counter space are key components of
modern kitchen layouts.

Dining nooks

Kitchen designs are bringing back
banquette seating in a cozy nook. This
design is a practical use of space, and
can fit in large and small kitchens alike. It
also can give a kitchen a high-end look,
as built-in banquettes can highlight a bay
window or seem custom-made for the
space. Banquette seating can fit a number
of people comfortably and provides a
sensible and casual dining spot solution.

Family table

The trend experts at Southern Living
magazine indicate that formal dining and
living rooms are now used infrequently.
As a result, kitchens have evolved to

accommodate meal prep and dining. A large
family table in the center of the room brings
people into the kitchen to get more involved
with food, according to San Francisco
designer David Kensington.

Counter culture

Taking a page out of a favorite corner
diner or bar, kitchens are increasingly
outfitted with a large island flanked by chic
counter stools, according to the design
pros at Domino. Family members can pull
up a stool and grab a quick snack. It’s
also a great place for friends to engage
in conversation while a host or hostess
prepares cocktails and appetizers for an
evening soirée.

Work zone

Many families like to have an area of the
kitchen set up as a tech zone where kids
can do their homework and even parents
can do some work, such as paying bills.
Setting aside an area of counter space as a
small desk area can be a great idea. Such
areas also help parents keep a watchful eye
on children while they’re surfing the internet.
Kitchens are the hub of the household, and
modern design trends cater to a growing
need for a multipurpose space.

OH-70124040

Communal zones
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Quick
and
simple
ways
to
0% Financing
make a front door pop
FREE!

• 20hp
• 4 yr. / 300 hr.
warranty

42”

$

• 25.5hp EFI Engine
• Drive-Over Auto Connect
54” or 60” mower
• 4 yr. / 700 hr. warranty

48”

3399

2999

$

X730 Signature
Series Tractor

10P LAWN CART
with X3, X5 or
X7 purchase*

from $140 mo*

0%-60 mo*

4.9%-48 mo* $69 mo* $79 mo*
Z3 ZERO TURN
MOWER

Z5 ZERO TURN
MOWER

• 20hp-25hp Engine
• High Back Seat

• 48”, 54”, or 62”
• High Back Seat
• 4 yr. / 300 hr. warranty

Z375R- 54”

Z335M- 42”

3499
3299

2699
$
2499

$

$

Z525E-48”

$

$58 mo* $76 mo*

3899

$

0%-48 mo*

Z535M-48”
$

4399

$82 mo $92 mo*
*

*
O%
for

84 months
Available
$

JOHN DEERE 1023E TRACTOR $20,250

15,999

$153/mo*

• 23hp • 4WD
• 54” Auto Connect Mower
• Quick Park Loader

OR $15,149 CASH
(limited quantities)

JOHN DEERE 3025E TRACTOR $24,165 $19,249

$184/mo*

• 25hp • 4WD
• Loader w/61” Bucket

OR $18,249 CASH

TEST DRIVE A FERRIS STAND-ON Z
WITH SUSPENSION RIDE!
400S ZERO TURN

0% Financing

• Suspension Ride
• 23hp
$
• 48” Mower PLUS 200

4449

$

with savings (5901704)

MAIL IN
REbATE!
til 5.31.19

$66 mo*

IS600Z ZERO TURN
• Suspension Ride
• 25hp
• 52” Mower

6384 $5399

$

with savings (5901700)

$80 mo*

IS700Z ZERO TURN

ISX800 ZERO TURN

• Suspension Ride
• 27 hp
• 61” mower
• Suspension Seat

• 4wh Suspension Ride
• 26 hp Vanguard
• 61” ICD mower
• Suspension Seat

with savings (5901797)

with savings (5901778)

8172 $6899

$

$102 mo*

9639 $8399

POWER EQUIPMENT, INC.

1050 Diamond Mill Rd. (1 mile N. of U.S. 35) Brookville/New Lebanon
OH-70123890
OH-70123897

LAWN ROLLING

$124 mo*

BOONE’S
937-854-2396 TOLL FREE 1-877-MOWER44

the home can be found easily with
bold and decorative house numbers.
Consider two different address signs:
one illuminated and easily viewed from
the curb, and another closer to the front
door.
• Utilize high-end materials. The
relatively small area of real estate by
the front door enables homeowners
to splurge on more opulent materials
that can really add a feeling of luxury.
These can include colorful tiles, ornate
planters, decorative wooden doors, or
elaborate knobs and lighting fixtures.
• Add architectural details. Find out
which architectural elements will meld
with the style of the home and then
incorporate them. Moldings, columns,
shutters, and trim are areas to consider.
The entryway to a home garners a lot
of attention. Homeowners can enhance
their spaces with entryways that really
make a statement.

MIAMI VALLEY LAWNSCAPES

$

*Good to qualified residential use buyers through JD Credit or Synchrony Credit till 5.31.2019. The JD X330 and Z3 payments are 4.9% for 48 months. The Z5 payments are 0% for 48
months. The X730 payment is 0% for 60 months with a 20% down payment. New JD 1023E & 3025E payments are 0% for 84 months with 20% down payment. The Ferris payments are
3.99% for 60 mos. with 20% down payment thru Synchrony and are plus $150 loan promo fee. Financing for commercial use is available. Plus sales tax and delivery. See Boone’s for
details.

M-F 8-6pm & Sat 8-3pm
View Our Equipment at: www.boones.us

V

isitors’ impressions of a home are
often dictated by the home’s entryway. Must as one may judge a
book by its cover, the same can be said
about the impression that a front door
and entryway can create, regardless of
how accurate that impression is.
Making certain changes to an entryway can go a long way toward improving curb appeal. Entryways also can
set the scene for a home’s interior.
Whether one chooses to be classic or
bold, modern or traditional, there are
various ways to quickly transform a
home’s entryway.
• Bold front door color: Color can
dramatically enhance an entryway.
Painting an existing door or replacing
it with a more vivid option can do the
trick. The DIY Network says certain
colors stand out as favorites. These
include turquoise, yellow, red, indigo,
orange, and black. The door color
should complement the other shades of
the home, such as those on siding and
trim.
• Custom walkway: Guide guests right
to the front door with an attractive (and
safe) walkway. Stamped concrete or
decorative paver blocks may fit the bill.
This walkway can extend to the street
or to the driveway.
• Contain plants. Landscaping around
the entryway should be neat and welltended. Overgrown plants or shrubbery may give off an air of neglect.
Container plants and carefully curated
shrubs can create a neat and inviting
aura.
• Highlight the address. Make sure

11 /2 TON DOUBLE DRUM ROLLER
OH-70124081

X330 LAWN
TRACTOR

CALL TODAY FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

Bundle with our other spring services for savings!

* Mowing * Mulching
* Mulch Delivery
* Landscape installs
* Edging * Insured

Matt Copper
(937)533-1637
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W

ways to maximize
vertical space

ho hasn’t, at one point in their
lives, lamented a lack of space
and organization at home?
A lifetime’s worth of items have to be
kept somewhere, and without the right
organizational strategy, clutter can
quickly take over.
The home improvement site Home
Therapy says that, when square
footage is limited, tapping vertical walls
is the fastest way to maximize and
multiply the space available. Hooks,
rods, shelving, built-ins … the sky is the
limit when it comes to finding additional
storage and adding a bit of personality
to tight quarters. Even homes that may
have adequate space can benefit from
vertical solutions.
Here are some ideas to put vertical
and other less-utilized areas to work for
you.
1. Hang wire or plastic file organizers
on the inside of kitchen cabinets to
easily store cookie sheets, trays and
cutting boards.
2. Save on counter or cabinet space
with hanging spice racks. These can be
hung directly on walls or on the inside
of cabinet doors.
3. Stack all the stuff you can, including
washers and dryers, beds (with storage
drawers underneath) and even stacking
nesting tables.
4. Choose furniture that is tall rather
than wide. This can mean swapping out
a dresser in a bedroom for an armoire
or vertical chest of drawers.

5. Canvas bags hung on a towel
bar on a wall can keep dirty clothes
wrangled until it’s time to wash them.
This also eliminates clothes hampers
on the floor.
6. Add a second rod or shelving to the
inside of closets to create more space
for clothing and other items.
7. Take kitchen cabinets all the way to
the ceiling. Store lesser used items on
the uppermost shelves and the items
you use each on the most accessible
shelves.
8. Install a shelf over the entryway to a
room to utilize this seldom-used space.
Shelves also can be custom cut and
placed in oddly shaped areas, such as
in attic rooms under the eaves or on
slanted walls.
9. Dowels or curtain rods and some
fabric can be used to fabricate slings to
hold books or magazines.
10. Invest in some magnetic boards
that can hold keys or notes by the front
door or store knives on a kitchen wall.
11. Install two towel bars parallel to
one another on the wall of a bathroom.
These can hold extra toilet tissue or
rolled hand towels.
12. Use rope plant hangers to store
potatoes or onions near prep areas.
The same plant hangers can wrangle
stuffed animals and small toys in kids’
rooms.
Utilizing vertical areas in a home is a
great way to increase storage capacity
and keep rooms more organized.

Your Outdoor Living
Structure Specialist!
Decks
Pergolas
Pavilions
We use Western Red Cedar for beauty and ling life. Our precut kits will
save you time, so you spend more time enjoying and less time building.

Ansonia Lumber Co. is a full-service lumber yard

We can help you plan your special outdoor project.

OH-70124058
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THE GREENBRIAR
SENIOR LIVING
CAMPUS

• MEMORY CARE
• SHORT TERM REHABILITATION
• LONG TERM CARE-ASSISTED LIVING
• INDEPENDENT LIVING

OH-70123875

937-456-9535

Setting the Standard for Excellence
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How tree
services can
protect your
property
C

old weather can take its toll on
a property, especially in regions
of the world where winters are
harsh. Most parts of the landscape
are vulnerable to damage from winter
storms, but trees may be especially
susceptible. By the end of winter, many
homeowners wonder if their trees
would benefit from some professional
TLC.
Tree services provide a host of services. While fall is a popular time to
remove trees from a property, doing so
in spring is not unheard of, especially
if trees were affected by winter storms
and now pose a threat to a home and
the people who live inside it.
Homeowners considering tree services
can explore the following ways that
some professional arbor attention can
protect them and their homes.
Tree services can help protect a
home’s foundation. Old trees that
stretch well into the sky can be captivating, but they also can pose a threat
to a home’s foundation. Such trees
may have especially large root zones
that may extend beneath walkways and
even a home. In the latter instance,
foundations may crack as roots try
to stake their claim to the ground beneath a home. According to the home
improvement resource HomeAdvisor,
homeowners pay an average of just
over $4,000 to repair foundation issues,
though major problems can cost considerably more than that. A professional
tree service can remove aging trees
that might be beautiful and awe-inspiring but still pose a threat to a home and
the areas surrounding it.

Tree services can improve visibility. Trees that have aged a bit since
their last trimming might affect the
view of a property from inside a home.
Overgrown branches can compromise
residents’ ability to see and experience
the natural beauty just outside their
windows. The average homeowner
may be able to trim short trees on his or
her own, but if views from the second
floor of a home or higher have been
compromised, it’s much safer to call a
professional tree service. Such services
have the right tools and experienced
personnel necessary to safely trim high
branches on tall trees.
Tree services can help prevent future damage. Even if trees made it
through a recent winter unscathed,
that’s no guarantee next winter or even
the coming seasons of spring, summer
and fall won’t ultimately prove their undoing. Travelers Insurance notes that
weather-related roof damage, including
damage resulting from falling limbs and
branches weighed down by snow during the winter months, accounted for
more than half of all Travelers property
loss claims between 2009 and 2016.
According to BNC Insurance and Risk
Advisors, homeowners may be liable
if a tree they knew posed a threat
falls onto a passerby or a neighbor’s
property and causes damage or injury.
Having all trees properly trimmed each
year, but especially those that can fall
on your home and your neighbors’
homes, may prevent future damage
and legal issues.
Tree services can ensure trees maintain their awe-inspiring beauty and help
homeowners protect their homes and
their belongings.
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5 New Home

Trends for 2019

By Erik J. Martin
CTW Features
Whether you are looking for a new home that is
on-trend or thinking of ways to turn a fixer-upper into
your dream residence, consider these 5 trends for
2019:
1. The healthy living look
Many designers have observed a shift toward more
eco-friendly and green elements indoors.
Having an abundance of real plants can help
achieve this.
“Bringing the outdoors into your home is not only
an esthetic choice, but real plants also provide
the benefit of filtering harmful chemicals out of
your home,” notes Lee Crowder, design gallery
and model home branding manager with Taylor
Morrison and Darling Homes in Dallas. “We’re also
seeing tons of floral patterns inspired by nature
being prominent in 2019. And more homeowners
are choosing natural over manmade materials, like
hardwood floors.”
2. Curved sofas
Rounded-back sofas “add to the eclectic feel that’s

becoming so popular,” says Cohen. “They’re perfect
for a more formal living room because they’re all
about the interesting shape and style.” Just be sure
your curved sofa has a lot of empty space around it
to show off its shape as much as possible.
3. Feminine and free
Boston-based HGTV design expert Taniya Nayak
says this movement is all about embracing a
pastel palette with hues like blue, cream and pale
blue to fashion a romantic/glam look.
“An easy way to realize this is to create a
striped, pastel accent wall and alternate different
paint finishes — like eggshell and satin – in the
same color to capture a soothing, soft, ethereal
feel and create more depth,” says Nayak, who
adds that this trend best applies to bedrooms and
the living room.
4. Jewel tones
Erika Woelfel, vice president of color and
creative services with Behr Paint in Santa Ana,
California, says jewel hues cast with an earthy
richness will be all the rage in 2019. Deep tones
like Ecological (Behr # S380-6) and Amber Autumn

(#S290-5) “engage the senses and enhance the
personal appeal of any room, especially those
for entertaining like a living or dining room,” says
Woelfel. Cohen adds that jewel tones work best
“when multiple items or finishes in the room have a
richness so that the whole room feels balanced.”
5. The clean farmhouse look
While farmhouse esthetics have been popular for
a while, the difference in 2019 is the suggested
use of less tchotchkes. “This produces a cleaner
look that incorporates only a few decorative trinkets
or antiques alongside clean-lined furniture,” says
Karen Gray Plaisted, an interior designer with
Design Solutions KGP in Warwick, New York. “The
antiques give the room character, but the cleaner
look employs muted colors that reflect the simpler
lifestyle people prefer today.” Whatever trend
you choose to follow, be careful not to overdo it.
“Whether you swap out accessories or merely add
a fresh coat of paint, small updates to a space can
make you fall in love with it all over again,” Nayak
says.
© CTW Features
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Valuable
Renovations

E

ach year, Remodeling magazine
publishes its “Cost vs. Value”
report to give homeowners a
greater understanding of how much
popular home projects will cost
across the nation, as well as which
renovations will offer the greatest
return on investment. According to

their research, these projects improved
in value between 2017 and 2018 and
can be smart choices for homeowners
looking to add popular features to
their properties. Below are the popular
projects and the average cost of the
renovations.
• Midrange bathroom
addition: $44,717
• Midrange bathroom
remodel: $19,134
• Midrange deck addition
(wood): $10,950
• Midrange entry door
replacement (steel):
$1,471
• Upscale garage door
replacement: $3,470
• Midrange manufactured
stone veneer: $8,221
• Midrange minor kitchen
remodel: $21,198
• Midrange siding
replacement: $15,072
• Midrange universal
design bathroom: $16,393
• Upscale window
replacement (vinyl):
$15,955

Marathon

best in the long run

BEODDY OIL CO.
HOME • FARM • INDUSTRY • COMMERCIAL

• HEATING OILS
• LUBRICATING
• GASOLINE
• DIESEL FUEL
• HYDRAULIC & CUTTING OIL

456-4224 OR
800-768-0959

OH-70124077

601 N. Walnut & RR • Eaton

Beoddy Mara-Mart

400 S. Barron St. • 1697 N. Barron St. • Eaton
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How color can

affect your garden

F

lower gardens can add color and
awe-inspiring appeal to a property.
The National Gardening Association
notes that gardeners can find nearly
every color of the spectrum in flowering
perennials. So whether you prefer soft pink,
are partial to bright red or want to relax in a
garden and gaze at something deep blue,
chances are you’ll find a perennial to tickle
your fancy.
The NGA offers the following breakdown
of colors to help gardeners learn how
their gardens can set the mood they’re
looking for.
Bright colors
A garden full of bright colors like red,
orange, magenta, and yellow can provide
a landscape with vigor and energy. The
NGA notes that brightly colored flowers
can withstand especially bright sunshine,
meaning gardeners can marvel at their
appearance even when the sun might be
adversely affecting other plants and flowers.
Pastel colors
Pastels, which include soft pink, powder
blue, lavender, and peach, create a
tranquil feeling in a garden. This makes
pastel perfect for those who want their
gardens to be a relaxing, peaceful respite
from the hustle and bustle of everyday life.
The NGA notes that pastels may looked
washed out in the midday sun, so they
might be best enjoyed early in the morning

937-456-6000

or late in the afternoon.
Complementary colors
Complementary colors are those that
are opposite one another on the color
wheel. Orange and blue are examples
of complementary colors. According to
the NGA, complementary colors can add
creative energy and vitality to a garden.

4490 US 35 West, Eaton
Just 5 miles east of the Indiana line on US 35
Hours: M,T, W, F, 9am-5pm;
Hours: M, T, W, F, Sat: 9am-5pm;
Thurs 9am-7pm; Sat 9am-3pm;
ThursSundays
9am-7pm; Closed Sunday
Closed

• Fresh Deli Meats
& Cheeses
• Deli Trays for all
Occasions
• Bulk Foods
• Fresh Local
Produce

Harmonious colors
These colors are those that are next to
each other on the color wheel, such as
orange and red. The NGA recommends
harmonious colors for gardeners looking
to create a unifying feel in their gardens
without resorting to a monochromatic color
scheme. Harmonious colors give off a
gentle feeling that can make for a relaxing
garden atmosphere.
Monochromatic colors
Monochromatic gardens can be aweinspiring even though they stick to a
single color and don’t provide an array of
awe-inspiring colors. The NGA notes that
gardeners with monochromatic gardens
make them interesting by using plants of
various sizes and shapes.
When planting a garden, gardeners can
choose whichever color scheme they prefer.
To learn more about the effects of color
on a garden, visit the National Gardening
Association website at www.garden.org.

Welcome to freshness.
Stop in today.

OH-70124047
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How urban gardeners can

lower the risk of contact
with soil contaminants

FREE ESTIMATES

CHIEF E-Z LINER & VELOCITY
• Complete Paint Specialist
• Heavy Collision Work
• Fiberglass & Metal Work
Precision
• Future Cure Spray Booth
Collision
Repair

BODY WORK ON ALL MAKES
INSURANCE
CLAIMS INVITED

CHIEF E•Z-LINER & GENESIS GOLD
Body Work On All Makes
Insurance Claims Invited

456-1387
410 N. Cherry - Eaton, OH.

OH-70123873

C

ity dwellers may once have thought
that gardening was a hobby for suburbanites or those living in rural areas.
But urban gardening has grown in popularity
as more and more city folk have looked for
ways to increase their access to healthy, lowcost produce.
Urban agriculture may seem like a relatively
new idea, but National Geographic notes
that it actually dates back to the 19th century,
when Detroit mayor Hazen Pingree devised
a plan to help the city’s unemployed laborers during a period of economic crisis. Mayor
Pingree developed an idea to use acres of
vacant and idle lands throughout the city to
create subsistence gardens. Begun in 1894,
the program would peak in 1897 with the
participation of more than 1,500 families. The
program would taper by 1901 as the economy
improved, but there’s no denying the relative
success of the mayor’s program.
Urban gardens can be just as beneficial today
as they were in Detroit in the late 19th century. However, the Environmental Protection
Agency notes that some sites that are now
home to urban gardens were once occupied
by industrial and commercial operations.
That’s a significant concern for those who
want to start urban agriculture programs in
their cities, as the soil might be contaminated.
But the EPA says the possibility of contamination should not keep prospective urban gardeners from going forward with their plans.
Rather, the EPA recommends gardeners take
various steps if they determine the soil where

they hope to plant an urban garden has been
contaminated.
Consult your local and state environmental agencies. Local and state environmental
agencies can help would-be urban gardeners
connect with professional site cleanup specialists. These specialists can recommend various
ways to reduce high levels of contaminants.
Build raised garden beds. The EPA notes
that raised beds are the most common way to
reduce the risk of coming into contact with soil
contaminants. Raised beds use clean soil that
couples with materials necessary to build the
beds that serves as physical barriers between
the plants and potential contaminants in the
ground soil.
Employ soil amendments. Soil amendments
can be used to bind contaminants so they are
no longer mobile or bioavailable. A thick layer
of organic material also serves as a barrier
against potential contaminants.
Replace contaminated soil. Replace contaminated soil with soil that has been tested
and confirmed as contaminant-free.
Phytotechnologies are another way to clean
up contaminated soil, though the EPA notes
that this approach can take years and won’t
necessarily prove effective against every contaminant.
Urban gardening gives city dwellers a chance
to enjoy a wonderful hobby. When soil contaminants are effectively addressed, city residents can enjoy access to fresh, affordable
produce grown right in their communities.
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When it can be smart to
					hire a painting pro
F

ew things
can revitalize a home
more readily
than a fresh
coat of paint.
Thanks in part
to the affordability of paint
and its ease
of application,
painting is something that even novice
DIYers can typically handle.
According to the marketing
advice guru Brandon Gaille,
it is estimated that residential
interior paint only lasts around
three years before it needs
to be updated. Exterior paint
can fade, chip and peel due to
various environmental factors.

Our Name Says It All!

The Right Connections
Make The Difference

Hours
7:30-5
M-F
8-12
Saturday

CEMENT CATCH BASINS AND GRATES • 4” AND 6” SDR-35 PIPE AND FITTINGS
• INFILTRATOR (GRAVELLESS) LEACHING SYSTEMS
• SINGLE AND DOUBLEWALL CORRUGATED PIPE SIZES 4’ TO 30’ IN STOCK

Barga Heating, A/C & Refrig., Inc. is your
GeoPro Master Dealer of WaterFurnace
products. Call us soon to replace or purchase a
geothermal unit.

456-4672 or 456-4673
Fax: 456-1523

723 Yost Rd. West Alexandria, Oh 45381

See: Bill, Chuck, or Jonathan

BARGA Heating, A/C & Refrig., Inc.
OH-70123857

OH-70124041

We also carry

a business out of doing interior and exterior
surfaces, they understand which techniques
can improve efficiency. That means a professional job can typically be completed much
more quickly than a DIY project.
Even though some people think they’ll save
money by painting their own homes, that’s not
necessarily true. Professionals already have
all the equipment necessary, unlike novices
who may need to make repeated and potentially costly trips to the hardware store for supplies. Plus, if mistakes happen, DIYers have to
spend additional time and money fixing them.
Safety can be a large motivator for turning
painting over to a pro. Navigating exterior
areas or tall interior ceilings can be challenging and may require scaffolding or tall ladders
DIYers do not have. Risk of falls or other injuries increase with lack of experience.
Painting can give a home a facelift, and oftentimes it is smart to turn the work over to professionals to ensure the job is done just right.

Trust The Tileman

All Our Products Are Corrugated Steel Pipe
Manufactured To
The Latest AASHTO
& ASTM Specifications
Featuring Hancor Tile & Infiltrator Leaching Systems

As a result, many homes can likely use a fresh
coat of paint in at least one room.
As DIY-friendly as painting can be, when attempting to paint the interior or exterior of their
homes, homeowners may learn that some
painting projects are best left to the professionals. Painting requires skill, patience and a
knowledge of how various paints — including
finishes for particular applications — will hold
up. Novice painters may do more harm than
good by dripping paint on expensive carpeting
or floors or fail to recognize the nuances that
indicate a spot-on painting job.
Professional painters have spent hours upon
hours learning the ropes of what works — and
what does not. Painters often understand that
painstaking preparatory work is crucial to getting pristine finished results. Walls and ceilings
must be properly repaired and prepared even
before a base coat is applied.
Professional painters also have an eye for details. And because professional painters make

5419 St. Rt. 49 S., Greenville, OH 45331
www.bargageo.com • 937-548-3645
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Get ready:

D

uring the cold months of winter,
many people stare longingly
out of the window dreaming of
spring and time spent outdoors. For
those with green thumbs, images
of tending to the garden and other
aspects of their landscapes no doubt
dominate such daydreams.
Draw inspiration from those
budding crocuses and daffodils
pushing through the last remnants
of snow and employ these tips to
prepare for the upcoming gardening
season.

Early spring landscaping tips
One of the first steps is to apply
a preemergent weed killer to get
a head start knocking out weeds
that can plague the lawn during
the growing season. Killing weeds
at the roots early on can mean far
fewer hassles in spring and summer,
and may prevent new generations of
weeds from cropping up each year.
While it may be tempting to
take a prematurely warm day as
a sign that spring is in full force
and purchase a bunch of annuals,
it’s better to know the last of the
possible frost dates (check “The
Farmer’s Almanac”); otherwise, you
may waste time and money planting
flowers or vegetables only to have
them zapped by another frosty day.
Amend the soil so that it is the
right consistency — just crumbling
when lifting it. Soil that is too muddy

TIME FOR
PRECISION

Hustler’s residential mowers are built
stronger and perform faster, allowing you
to quickly maneuver around obstacles with
ease. Tackle your lawn in record time with
unparalleled precision, and use the time you
save to do the things you love.

OH-70123859

Register Herald

Steinke Tractor Sales Inc
707 S Barren Street • Eaton, OH 45320
(937) 456-4271 • steinketractor.com

after spring thaw can harden, making
it difficult for plants to flourish later
on. Speak with representatives at a
local lawn and garden center about
which types of amendments you can
add to the soil in your particular area
to enrich it.
Lawn and garden experts at The
Home Depot suggest filling in bare
patches of lawn now by mixing a
few shovelfuls of soil with grass
seed. Then apply this patch to the
bare areas, water, and continue to
care for the area until the spot fills in.
Spend a day in the garage or
shed tending to the lawn mower
and other gardening equipment.
Clean all tools and ensure that
everything works, repairing parts as
needed.
Give outdoor entertaining
spaces a good scrubbing, clearing

away dirt and grime that may have
accumulated over the winter. Use a
leaf blower to blow away any leftover
leaves.
Check if the front porch, railings
or decking need painting and/or
staining. Tackle these projects when
the weather is cooler so everything
will be ready for those peak spring
days.
Think about any annuals
you might want to plant in
the landscape this year that
will complement any existing
shrubbery or perennials. Come up
with a theme so that the entire yard is
cohesive.
Before homeowners know it, winter
is gone and it is time to once again
enjoy long days spent outdoors. Get
a jump start on spring lawn prep as
soon as you can.
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• HVAC CERTIFIED TECHNICIANS
• GEOTHERMAL ELITE SPECIALIST
• RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL SALES & SERVICE
• COMMERCIAL REFRIGERATION
• 24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE
www.wallaceheating1.com
TOLL FREE 1-800-597-1111
EATON
(937) 456-7777

NEW PARIS (937) 437-1111
RICHMOND (765) 962-1111

OH-70123715

With a ClimateMaster Geothermal Heat Pump
System, you get a 30% tax credit and can save up
to 80% on your energy bill. ClimateMaster uses
geothermal energy to tap the constant temperature
of the earth, while keeping your home comfortable
year-round. Plus, a new system usually pays for
itself in about 5 years and is a cleaner choice for
the environment. Ready to change the way you
think about heating and cooling your home. For
more information call us today.
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Ask about Financing
Your NEW Dream Home!

OH-70123845

Call our mortgage
center at
888-654-5363

