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WE ARE IN NETWORK!
We Accept:
Aetna • Metlife • Cigna • Delta Dental
CareSource • Molina • UHC • Buckeye
United Concordia • Principal
Paramount • UMR • And Many Others!

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS!

Located on the outparcel of the
Washington Court House Walmart
in the heart of Fayette County
No insurance? No worries. We have
in house payment plans available.

740.333.7290 • 1387 Leesburg Ave. • Washington Court House, OH 43160
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The staff of the Miami Trace
Local School District wishes
all teams a great spring
season. Go Panthers!

10 seniors for MT softball in 2019
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By Chris Hoppes
wanted to get better at
choppes@aimmediamidwest.com basketball and she did a good

The Miami Trace Lady
Panthers softball team
is looking to move up
in the Frontier Athletic
Conference’s second season,
after finishing tied for third
place with Chillicothe at
5-5 in 2018. It was a bit of a
precipitous drop from going
11-3 and finishing second
in the South Central Ohio
League in 2017.
Miami Trace has perhaps
the most veteran club with
10 seniors.
Guiding the program for
the third year in a row is
head coach Joe Henry.
Henry has been with
the Miami Trace softball
program overall now entering
his seventh year.
Miami Trace drew
Circleville for their opening
game in the Sectional
tournament last year.
Traveling to Circleville,
Miami Trace lost a 22-12
decision in six innings,
committing eight errors
in the game, to finish the
season 6-11.
The game was tied, 4-4
after three innings, but
Circleville scored six in the
fourth, four in the fifth and
eight runs in the sixth, while
Miami Trace scored twice in
the fifth and six times in the
sixth.
Miami Trace had just one
senior last year in Tabby
Landrum.
“We had a lot of injuries
last year,” Henry said. “But,
still, you have to keep playing
ball.
“This year, I’m feeling
really comfortable with the
kids,” Henry said. “We’ve got
10 seniors, including three
four-year starters.
“Cassidy Lovett came back
out this year after not playing
last year,” Henry said. “She

job at basketball this year. I’m
glad to have her back.
“Jessica Camp is a fouryear catcher for us,” Henry
said. “She was First Team,
All-League last year. She was
All-District last year. She’ll
be going to Captial. She’s one
of our girls who have signed
already.
“She’s a very good hitter
and a very good defensive
player, too,” Henry said.
“Olivia Wolffe will again be
our starting pitcher,” Henry
said. Wolffe has signed to
play for Cedarville.
“Olivia was all-league last
year,” Henry said.
“Kaylee Hauck (who
has signed to play for
Wilmington College) will
play shortstop for us,” Henry
said. “She’ll rotate with
Ashley Campbell. Ashley is
healthy after last year.
“Kaylee can play any
position on the field,” Henry
said. “She can pitch, she can
catch, play any spot on the
infield or in the outfield.
“Ashley is a good power
hitter who can play third and
short,” Henry said.
“Krissy Ison will probably
be starting in left field for us
this year,” Henry said. “She’s
a two-year starter.
“This will be Maddie
Mossbarger’s fourth year
starting for us,” Henry said.
“She will pitch and play first
base.”
Senior Billie Jo Seitz is a
great example of persistence
paying off.
“She’s been cut for three
years and every year she
comes back and tries out
again,” Henry said. “This
year, she deserves to be here.
The girls took her in like
one of the family. She earned
that position this year. Don’t
know how much playing time

Photos by Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald

2019 MIAMI TRACE SOFTBALL SENIORS — (l-r); Breanna Eick, Krissy Ison,
Olivia Wolffe, Maddie Mossbarger, Cassidy Lovett, Ashley Campbell, Kaylee
Hauck, Kylee Rossiter, Jessica Camp and Billie Jo Seitz.

2019 MIAMI TRACE VARSITY SOFTBALL TEAM — (front, l-r); Krissy Ison,
Jessica Camp, Olivia Wolffe, Maddie Mossbarger, Cassidy Lovett, Ashley
Campbell; (second row, l-r); coach Taylor Kirkpatrick, Breanna Eick, Kylee
Rossiter, Kaylee Hauck and Billie Jo Seitz; (third row, l-r); coach Todd
Kirkpatrick, Devin Thomas, Piper Grooms, Destiny Butcher, Aubrey Schwartz,
Lorelei King, Sidney Payton and Hannah Miller; (back, l-r); head coach Joe
Henry, coach Shawn Grooms and coach Chris Ford.

she’ll get, but she’ll play.”
Breanna Eick previously
played at Piketon High
School.
“She’ll be playing a little
second base, pitcher,” Henry
said. “She pitched really
well in our scrimmage at
Huntington. She can catch
and she can play the outfield.
She has good speed. She’ll be
competing for time at second
base. It’s a good thing to have
some good back-ups, since
you can only play nine.”
Senior Kylee Rossiter has
been a two-year starter in left
field for Henry.

“She usually bats second
in the line-up because of her
speed,” Henry said. “She
was injured in a practice and
hopefully we’ll get her healed
up in time for our first game.
“We’ve only been having
one or two seniors,” Henry
said. “It’s been a blessing to
have this many seniors.
Junior Hannah Miller will
see time in right field, Henry
said.
“She’s got real good
speed,” Henry said. “She’ll be
running a lot for me.
“Devin Thomas (a junior)
is fighting for a starting

Wed. 27 vs. Olentangy Berlin
Thurs. 28 vs. Ross SE
Sat. 30 vs. Whitehall DH

APRIL

Tues. 2
Wed. 3
Fri.
5
Sat. 6
Mon. 8
Tues. 9
Wed. 10
Fri. 12
Sat. 13
Mon. 15
Wed. 17
Thurs. 18
Mon. 22
Wed. 24
Thurs. 25
Fri. 26
Tues. 30

MAY

at Minford
at Chillicothe
vs. McClain
at London
at Hillsboro
vs. East Clinton
vs. Jackson
vs. Washington
Circleville Invit.
vs. Chillicothe
at McClain
at Zane Trace
at Jackson
at Washington
vs. Leesburg Fairfield
vs. Hillsboro
vs. Logan Elm

Fri.
3 at East Clinton
Tues. 7 vs. Minford
Mon. 13 vs. Unioto

5 p.m.
5 p.m.
11 a.m.

5 p.m.
5 p.m.
5 p.m.
3 p.m.
5 p.m.
5 p.m.
5 p.m.
5 p.m.
10 a.m.
5 p.m.
5 p.m.
5 p.m.
5 p.m.
5 p.m.
5 p.m.
5 p.m.
5 p.m.

5 p.m.
5 p.m.
5 p.m.

position,” Henry said.
“Again, we’re not set in stone
who we’re going to start. I
feel like I have a good bench
and I can rotate a lot of girls
and be comfortable with it,
too.
“We’re backed up at about
every position two spots,”
Henry said. “Last year, we
had a lot of girls hurt and it
was hard to rotate certain
kids.

2019 MT Jr. Varsity
Softball schedule
MARCH

Wed. 27 vs. Olentangy Berlin
(back field)
Thurs. 28 at Ross SE
Sat. 30 vs. Whitehall DH
(back field)

APRIL

Wed. 3
Fri.
5
Sat. 6
Mon. 8
Tues. 9
Wed. 10
Fri. 12
Mon. 15
Wed. 17
Thurs. 18
Mon. 22
Wed. 24
Thurs. 25

vs. Chillicothe
at McClain
at Circleville Invit.
vs. Hillsboro
at East Clinton
at Jackson
at Washington
at Chillicothe
vs. McClain
vs. Zane Trace
vs. Jackson
vs. Washington
vs. Leesburg Fairfield
(back field)
Fri. 26 at Hillsboro
Tues. 30 at Logan Elm

MAY

Fri. 3 vs. East Clinton
Mon. 13 at Unioto

5 p.m.

5 p.m.
11 a.m.

5 p.m.
5 p.m.
10 a.m.
5 p.m.
5 p.m.
5 p.m.
5 p.m.
5 p.m.
5 p.m.
5 p.m.
5 p.m.
5 p.m.
5 p.m.
5 p.m.
5 p.m.

5 p.m.
5 p.m.

“Aubrey Schwartz (a
junior) has a lot of heart,”
Henry said. “She’s been
through a lot. She had a leg
injury then an arm injury.
She’s out here battling. She
got hurt down at Huntington.
She plays third base.
Freshman Sidney Payton
looks to start in centerfield
for Miami Trace.
“She’s a left-handed batter
and thrower,” Henry said.

Jim & Mark
Chrisman
Owners
1020 E. Market St.
Washington C.H.,
OH 43160

740-335-2620
Good Luck To All Athletes
For Washington C.H. & Miami Trace!
www.chrismanh2o.com

OH-70111731

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald

2019 MIAMI TRACE JUNIOR-VARSITY SOFTBALL TEAM — (front, l-r);
Savannah Wisecup, Keely McBride, Kaydence Bruce, Lorelei King, Sierra
Kyle; (middle, l-r); Taylor Kirkpatrick (Asst. Coach), Lahni Stachler, Lexi
Elzey, C.J. Liff, Taylor Fenner; (back, l-r); Todd Kirkpatrick (Head Coach),
Piper Grooms, Chelsi Knisley, Siara Eggleton, Paighten Reed, Alexia Fox,
Kayleigh Vincent and Wendi Mizer Stachler (Asst. Coach).

“She can play any outfield
position or first base. She has
a real good bat. She plays a
lot of travel ball.”
Lorelei King is another
freshman on the Panthers’
roster.
“She’ll be able to pitch
a little bit for me,” Henry
said. “Play some third base,
shortstop. She’s going to play
a little bit of reserve because
I want her to pitch as much
as she can for next year.”
The coaching staff consists
of Henry and assistants Chris
Ford, Shawn Grooms and
Chasity Thomas.
On the reserve team,
the head coach is Todd
Kirkpatrick, assisted by his

daughter, Taylor Kirkpatrick
and Wendi Stachler.
“The numbers are really
good,” Henry said. “We had
54 girls try out and we’re
keeping around 32.”
Henry turned his attention
to the competition for the
2019 FAC title.
Jackson won the
conference going 10-0 last
year.
“Jackson’s going to be
loaded again this year,”
Henry said. “They have a
nice pitcher coming back,
I think she’s going to be a
junior. They’re going to miss
their first baseman. She had
See MT SOFTball | 14

Good
Luck
To All Of The 2019
Spring Sports Participants

Hillsboro
937-393-5797
Wilmington
937-382-2253
Jamestown
937-675-4951

HARTLEY

OIL COMPANY

London
740-852-1051

907 Columbus Ave.
Washington C.H., OH 43160

Washington C.H.
740-335-0690

FIVE LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU

Toll Free
800-638-7588
OH-70111740
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2019 MT Varsity
Softball schedule
MARCH

Lady Lions young again in 2019
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By Chris Hoppes
choppes@aimmediamidwest.com

The Washington Lady Blue
Lions varsity softball team
will be one of the youngest
teams in the area in 2019.
While there may be the
inevitable growing pains,
this could be the beginning
of the building of a team that
can be a force to be reckoned
with down the road.
Randy Elzey returns for his
sixth season as head coach of
the Lady Lions.
Washington finished the
2018 season with a record
of 7-14. They finished fifth
in the Frontier Athletic
Conference at 4-6.
It was quite the
improvement over 2017
when Washington went 1-19.
Washington had three
seniors last year in Maddison
Osborn, Tessa Yoakum,
Annie Semler.
Again this year,
Washington will have just
two seniors: Maddy Jenkins,
in her fourth year on the
team, and Taylor Smith,
in her first year with the
program.
The Lady Lions were a
No. 6 seed in the Sectional
tournament last year. They
visited Fairfield Union to
open the tournament and fell,
12-1 in five innings.
Fairfield Union went on to
win a District championship
and a Regional championship
before falling in the State
semifinals by a 1-0 score
to LaGrange Keystone, the
team what won the Division
II State title.
“We came on kind of
strong at the end last year,”
Elzey said. “The Mid-State
League (of which Fairfield
Union is a member) is a very
solid, solid softball (league).
“Annie Semler was our
starting left fielder,” Elzey
said. “Maddie Osborn was

2019 Wash. Varsity
Softball schedule
MARCH

Tues. 26 at Unioto
Thurs. 28 at Logan Elm

5 p.m.
5 p.m.

APRIL

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald

2019 WASHINGTON BLUE LION VARSITY SOFTBALL TEAM — (front, l-r);
Emma Funari, Maddy Jenkins, Brooklyn Devenport, Taylor Smith, Kassidy
Olsson; (middle, l-r); Kassie Wiseman, Mallori Tucker, Corynn Chrisman,
Marcella Jones; (back, l-r); head coach Randy Elzey, Destanie Leach, Macy
Miller, Haven McGraw, Mckenna Knisley, Meredith Pabst, Kearria Marcum,
Brooklyn Foose and assistant coach Rick Foose. Not pictured: assistant
coach Tony Jenkins.

our starting center fielder.
Tessa spent a lot of time on
our j-v team last year.
“This year, we’re an
extremely young club,” Elzey
said. “We have 13 freshmen,
10 sophomores, no juniors
and two seniors.
“Maddy Jenkins has
started for us for three
years,” Elzey said. “I named
her the captain of this year’s
team. She was First Team,
All-FAC last year and Second
Team, All-District. I’m
expecting big things out of
Maddy this year.
“Maddy will play first base
and do a little catching for
us,” Elzey said. “She’s a little
behind right now due to the
success the basketball team
had. Maddy will be there.
She’ll play wherever we need
her, but, primarily, she’ll be
at first base or behind the
plate.
“Our other senior is Taylor
Smith,” Elzey said. “This is
her first year in the program.
In the past, she’s been on
the track team. She can play
some outfield for us. She
maybe will catch some for us.
Taylor’s been a nice addition
to our program. I wish she

had three other years under
her belt, but, being a senior,
she’ll bring some leadership
ability to us.
“The juniors we did have
decided not to play for
various reasons,” Elzey said.
“Some of them had to work.
“Our strength in numbers
right now is with the
underclassmen,” Elzey said.
“We have 10 sophomores
and we have some key people
coming back there.
“Corynn Chrisman started
every game for me last year
as a shortstop,” Elzey said.
“She’ll probably play some
shortstop and third base this
year. Corynn is very versatile.
She can play in the outfield,
as well. She plays a lot of
travel ball in the summer.
We’re looking for a lot of
things from her, especially
at the plate, for her to come
through for us.
“Another key sophomore
we have coming back is one
of our pitchers who had to
step up really big for us last
year, Brooklyn Devenport,”
Elzey said. “She’s another
very versatile kid. She can
basically play anywhere on
the field that we put her. She

Mon. 1 vs. Eastern Brown
5 p.m.
Tues. 2 at Wellston
5 p.m.
Wed. 3 vs. Hillsboro
5 p.m.
Fri.
5 vs. Chillicothe
5 p.m.
Sat. 6 Clinton-Massie 11 a.m., 1 p.m.
(DH)
Mon. 8 at Jackson
5 p.m.
Tues. 9 at Adena
5 p.m.
Wed. 10 at McClain
5 p.m.
Fri. 12 at Miami Trace
5 p.m.
Sat. 13 vs. Greeneview 11 a.m., 1 p.m.
(DH)
Mon. 15 at Hillsboro
5 p.m.
Wed. 17 at Chillicothe
5 p.m.
Thurs. 18 vs. Clark SE
5 p.m.
Mon. 22 vs. McClain
5 p.m.
Wed. 24 vs. Miami Trace
5 p.m.
Fri. 26 vs. Jackson
5 p.m.
Sat. 27 vs. Waverly
11 a.m., 1 p.m.
(DH)
Mon. 29 at Minford
5 p.m.
Tues. 30 vs. Unioto
5 p.m.

MAY

Wed. 1 at Eastern Brown
Thurs. 2 vs. Adena
Fri. 3 vs. Vinton County

5 p.m.
5 p.m.
5 p.m.

has very good foot speed, as
well and is a good slapper
bunter at the plate.
“Another returning
sophomore we have is
Brooklyn Foose,” Elzey said.
“Brooklyn played a lot in
right field for us last year.
She may play in center this
year, or anywhere in the
outfield.
“Emma Funari is another
returning sophomore,” Elzey
said. “She played a lot of
second base for us last year.
She could end up catching
for us this year, or be back
at second base or in the
outfield.
“Incoming freshmen
who are going to be a big
contributor for us, include
Mckenna Knisley,” Elzey
said. “She’ll come in and
do some pitching for us.

2019 Wash. Jr. Varsity
Softball schedule
MARCH

Tues. 26 vs. Unioto
Thurs. 28 vs. Logan Elm

APRIL

Mon.
Tues.
Wed.
Fri.
Mon.
Tues.
Wed.
Fri.
Mon.
Wed.
Mon.
Wed.
Fri.
Tues.

1
2
3
5
8
9
10
12
15
17
22
24
26
30

5 p.m.
5 p.m.

at Eastern Brown
vs. Wellston
at Hillsboro
at Chillicothe
vs. Jackson
vs. Adena
vs. McClain
vs. Miami Trace
vs. Hillsboro
vs.Chillicothe
at McClain
at Miami Trace
at Jackson
at Unioto

5 p.m.
5 p.m.
5 p.m.
5 p.m.
5 p.m.
5 p.m.
5 p.m.
5 p.m.
5 p.m.
5 p.m.
5 p.m.
5 p.m.
5 p.m.
5 p.m.

Wed. 1 vs. Eastern Brown
Thurs. 2 at Adena
Fri. 3 at Vinton County

5 p.m.
5 p.m.
5 p.m.

MAY

in a battle for shortstop.
One of them is going to be a
shortstop and one is going to
be at third base.
“Another freshman we
have, Haven McGraw, is
looking good in left field for
us,” Elzey said. “She brings a
lot of power, also.
“We’ll have a lot of
freshmen,” Elzey said.
“Right now, we’re
evaluating our pitchers,”
Elzey said. The RecordHerald interview coach
Elzey on March 18. Pitchers
are Mckenna Knisley,
Meredith Pabst and Brooklyn
Devenport.
“We’ve got some
scrimmages coming up,”
Elzey said. “They’re all going
to get in then. If someone
steps up and takes that spot,
and is our go-to pitcher, we’ll
do that. Or, we may split
the innings up among them
during the game. Each one of
them has unique things that
they throw. If they’re on and
they’re working, we’ll stay
with them as long as we can.
If they start getting hit, we
can make a switch. That’s a
nice option to have.
“We have two freshmen
and a sophomore,” Elzey
said. “They’re only going to
get better in our program.

They’re only going to
continue to grow with us. I
have confidence in all three
of them. Eventually, we hope
one of them will take control
and be the one that steps up.
“Overall, as far as team
speed, we have a little more
than we’ve had in the past,”
Elzey said. “We have a little
bit more power at the plate
than we’ve had in the past.
We’re moving the program
in the direction we want it
to go in. We’ve got two nice,
big classes of underclassmen.
Unfortunately, our upper
classes are light, but, we’re
hoping for another large
freshman class next year.
“Greg Knisley is going
to head up our junior high
program again this year,”
Elzey said. “We’re going to
have at least one seventh and
one eighth grade team, if not
three teams. We’re hoping
that the junior high program
continues to grow. We’re
beginning to see some of the
benefits this year, obviously,
with the talent we’ve got
coming in. They all came
up through the junior high
program.
“We have a lot more depth,
as far as athletes that can
play multiple positions,”
Elzey said. “That’s something

Brooklyn Foose returns a ball to the
infield during the game at Miami
Trace High School April 27, 2018.

we can definitely build off of.
We’re going to have growing
pains early, with the young
team that we have.
“We hope we can keep
them healthy and keep them
learning every day,” Elzey
said. “That’s one thing we
talk about at the end of
practice; ‘what did you learn
today?’ Take that and put it
in your team book. We issue
team books that the girls
can write things in that they
learn.
“It should be an exciting
time for Blue Lion softball,”
Elzey said. “We’re really
looking forward to getting
things started.”
Elzey gave a few thoughts
on the race for the 2019
Frontier Athletic Conference
championship.
“Jackson will definitely be
strong again this year,” Elzey
said. “Last year, they were
state runners-up for the alltime home run record. They
hit 60-plus home runs last
year. There was one other
See Wash. SOFTball | 15
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Mckenna plays a lot of
summer ball, as well. She’ll
play some third base or
maybe some first when she’s
not on the mound. She does
bring a really nice bat, some
power to our lineup. I expect
some nice things on the
mound from her this year.
“Another freshman pitcher
I have is Meredith Pabst,”
Elzey said. “Meredith will be
in the circle pitching some
for us, too; probably some
first base, as well. She’s
another nice power hitter in
the line-up for us.
“A couple of other
freshmen are Mallori
Tucker,” Elzey said. “Mallori
is one of the fastest kids on
the team. She’s a really nice
bunter. She’ll probably play
some outfield for us. She’s
a person who can keep the
girls loose in the dugout.
“Another freshman who
might start at shortstop or
third base, a very seasoned
young lady, is Kassidy
Olsson,” Elzey said. “Her and
Corynn are kind of locked

Photos by Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald

2019 WASHINGTON BLUE LION JUNIOR-VARSITY SOFTBALL TEAM — (front,
l-r); Kassie Wiseman, Destanie Leach, Macy Miller, Marcella Jones, Lexi
Stiffler, Anastasia Brickel; (back, l-r); head coach Trevor Patton, assistant
coach Kyle Hoppes, Kaylnn Dato, Kassidy Hoppes, Cadie Cupp, Abby Joseph,
Maycee Whitt, Savannah Osborne and assistant coach Rob Miller.

Good numbers for Panthers’ baseball
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By Chris Hoppes
choppes@aimmediamidwest.com

Rob Smith is one of the
veteran high school baseball
coaches, not only in the
Frontier Athletic Conference,
but, really, in all of Ohio.
Smith, beginning his sixth
year as head coach of the
Miami Trace Panthers, (his
24th overall) has also won
a State championship with
the Washington Blue Lions
and logged time coaching at
Madison Plains and Fairborn
High School.
The Panthers presented
Smith with his 350th career
coaching victory, beating
Chillicothe 6-4 on April 21,
2018.
Last season, Miami Trace
went 16-6 overall.
The Panthers were
co-champions of the Frontier
Athletic Conference in its
first season, going 7-3. They
shared the title with the
Washington Blue Lions.
Miami Trace swept two
games from McClain and
Jackson and split games with
Washington, Chillicothe and
Hillsboro.
Miami Trace was a No. 1
seed in the tournament and
hosted a home game against
the No. 9 seed, Logan Elm.
The Braves brought an
abrupt end to Miami Trace’s
season in that Sectional
championship game, winning
5-3.
“We ran into a pretty good
pitcher and we struggled,”
Smith said. “We had the
winning run on base with
two outs in the seventh and
just couldn’t get him in.”
Miami Trace had four
seniors last season: Darby
Tyree, Brady Wallace (FAC
Player of the Year), Heath
Cockerill and Dylan Bucher.
Tyree was exclusively a
pitcher and Bucher was a
role player, meaning the

2019 MT Varsity
Baseball schedule
MARCH

Sat. 23 at Legacy Christian 5:30 p.m.
Wed. 27 at VA Stadium 4:30 p.m.
vs. Portsmouth
Sat. 30 at Greeneview DH
1 p.m.
vs. Clinton-Massie

APRIL

Wed.
Thurs.
Fri.
Sat.

3
4
5
6

Mon. 8
Wed. 10
Thurs. 11
Fri.
12
Mon. 15
Wed. 17
Thurs. 18
Mon.
Wed.
Fri.
Tues.

22
24
26
30

at Chillicothe
vs. Franklin Heights
vs. McClain
at VA Stadium vs. Ironton
at Hillsboro
vs. Jackson
at Westfall
vs. Washington
vs. Chillicothe
at McClain
at VA Stadium vs. Meigs
at Jackson
at Washington
vs. Hillsboro
vs. Logan Elm

5 p.m.
5 p.m.
5 p.m.
5 p.m.
5 p.m.
5 p.m.
5 p.m.
5 p.m.
5 p.m.
5 p.m.
5 p.m.

Photos by Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald

2019 MIAMI TRACE BASEBALL SENIORS — (l-r); James Munro, Tyler Eggleton,
Austin Brown, Austin Mathews and Drew Batson.

5 p.m.
5 p.m.
5 p.m.
5 p.m.

MAY

Thurs. 2 vs. Eastern Brown 5:15 p.m.
Mon. 6 vs. Madison Plains
5 p.m.
Tues. 7 at VA Stadium
4:30 p.m.
vs. Piketon
Wed. 8 vs. Kettering Alter
5 p.m.
Thurs. 9 vs. Lynchburg-Clay
5 p.m.
Mon. 13 vs. Unioto
5 p.m.

Panthers graduated two
starters in Wallace (center
field) and Cockerill (second
base).
The Panthers have 10
returning lettermen and
five seniors: Tyler Eggleton,
James Munro, Drew Batson,
Austin Brown and Austin
Mathews.
“Austin (Brown) started
for us last year and played
first base and right field,”
Smith said. “He’ll be one of
our top two pitchers, as well.
“Austin Mathews will be
our starting third baseman,”
Smith said. “He be the other
of our top two pitchers.
“Drew Batson, who hit
over .500 for us last year,
is our catcher. He was First
Team, All-league and made
Special Mention, All-Ohio.

2019 MIAMI TRACE VARSITY BASEBALL TEAM — (front, l-r); Jordan Wolfe,
Kyler Batson, Josh Gilmore, Cody Brightman, Hunter McBee, Gavin Taulbee,
Fletcher Havens; (middle, l-r); head coach Rob Smith, Bo Little, coach
Matt Platt, Luke Henry, Connor Bucher, Drew Batson, James Munro, Austin
Mathews, Jake Hoppes, Mason Snow, coach Bobby Gentry, Braden Osborne;
(back, l-r); Dylan Bernard, Tyler Eggleton, Austin Brown, Javin Robinette and
Dalton Mayer.

He’s a big returner coming
back for us.
“Tyler Eggleton will get
some time at first base and
pitch some for us, as well,”
Smith said.
“We’ve got 34 or 35 kids
in the program,” Smith said.
“Right now, the program’s
taken off, as far as people
coming out for the program.
We’ve also got 16 eighthgraders. The numbers right
now are really good for the
program. We’ve got about
the same number of seventh
graders. We’ll lose some of

those kids as they filter up.
“We’re not real high on
numbers with our senior
and junior classes,” Smith
said. “But, our sophomore
class has about 14 and the
freshman class has 12 or
13. We’re getting a lot of
baseball kids. When I first
came here, we had a few
baseball kids and athletes.
Now, everyone of these kids
plays some type of summer
baseball. It’s a good problem
to have as a coach, but it’s a
tough one. We’ll have kids
who might have been starters

in the past, that may not be
starters, but because of the
competition.
“Josh Gilmore will be
moving over to center field,”

Smith said. “As a freshman
last year, he hit over .400. He
played both left and right last
year.
“Cody Brightman (a

junior) was kind of our utility
man last year,” Smith said.
“He started about every
game last year. He’s going to
play second base this year.
“Luke Henry (a
sophomore) will be a back-up
at catcher,” Smith said. “He
will play a little bit of third
base, as well, when Austin
Mathews is pitching. Luke’s
also a pitcher. He can play a
lot of roles on our team.
“At first base will be
Austin Brown,” Smith said.
“Tyler Eggleton and Jacob
Hoppes both can play there
when Austin pitches. What
I like about this team is,
competition will go on daily.
Nobody will have a concrete
spot. If we started today,
that’s how they’d go in. If
someone gets hot, one of the
potential starters could get
beat out.

“Javin Robinette (a junior)
has really improved a lot
since last year,” Smith said.
“He’s capable of providing a
lot of innings this year if we
need him.
“Dalton Mayer (a junior)
is the shortstop,” Smith said.
“He’s a three-year starter
for us, so, we have a lot of
leadership at that position.
We’re looking forward to
Dalton having a big year.
“Backing him up is
a sophomore, Braden
Osborne,” Smith said. “He’s
also capable of playing in the
outfield. He’s a very good
pitcher. He can vie for some
positions.
“We have another
sophomore who could play
some at third base, Jordan
Wolfe,” Smith said.
See MT Baseball | 10

VFW POST 3762
and
Emergency
Road Service

BELL’S TOWING
1406 U.S. 22 NW
Washington C.H.

Over 50 Years of Service
to Fayette County

(740) 335-3630

GOD BLESS OUR

1406 US 22 NW,
Washington C.H.
(740) 335-8344

Full Service Automotive Repair
24-Hr. Towing 740-335-3630
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OH-70111649

YOUR FAMILY’S SAFETY IS OUR #1 PRIORITY

We offer complete auto repair and maintenance
services to keep your car running like new today and
down the road.
We hope you never need our collision repair services, but if you
do, we promise to take great care of you with excellent repair work
and customer service. Our knowledgeable, certified technicians
and friendly, professional office staff are at your service.
We’re a family-owned business with a reputation for
honest work and fair prices. Come see us today for service
you can trust.

335 Veterans Way, Washington C.H.

740-335-9095
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Always
supporting our
veterans & our
community.

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald

Tyler Eggleton fires a pitch against Meadowdale April 26, 2018.

“Out in left field, we have freshman
Connor Bucher penciled in,” Smith said.
“He’s got a hurt arm right now. He’s
going to be a real good player for us.
He’s also a left-handed pitcher.
“Mason Snow is also one of our top
pitchers,” Smith said. “He could get
some playing time in left field. He could
be a middle reliever and spot starter for
us.
“In right field will be Hunter McBee
starting off the season,” Smith said.
“Gavin Taulbee was a starter for us
last year. Both of them will play a lot in
right field.
“We some more sophomores that can
get some playing time,” Smith said.
“Dylan Bernard is going to pitch a little
bit for us. When he’s not pitching for
us, Dylan will get playing time at the j-v
level because we want him playing every
day. He’s got the potential to be one of
our top pitchers.
“Another sophomore who could get
some playing time for us in the outfield
is Braden Cooper-Smith,” Smith said.
“He’s shown some flashes of really
good defense in our first three weeks of
practice.
“Bo Little (sophomore) could get
some time pitching for us,” Smith said.
“He’ll back up second base, shortstop
type kid. He’ll play daily at the reserve
level. If we have an injury, he could be a
kid that could get some playing time.

GOOD
LUCK
MIAMI TRACE PANTHERS &
WASHINGTON BLUE LIONS
ATHLETES

9 West Front Street
New Holland, Ohio

495-5181
1-800-870-KIRK

• BROYHILL
• LA-Z-BOY
• ENGLAND
• RIVERSIDE
• FLEXSTEEL
• SERTA
• G.E. APPLIANCE • LANE

OH-70111722
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“We have a lot of kids competing for
positions this year,” Smith said. “It’s
exciting, but, it makes it tough for the
coach. What we see in practice is what
we’re going to go with starting off.
The kids who don’t become starters
to start the season, they’ll get their
opportunities throughout the year.
“We think we have a lot of depth on
our pitching staff,” Smith said. “We
may treat it like a professional pitching
staff. If we get four innings out of our
starters, we can bring someone in for
middle relief and then, Dalton Mayer
would be our closer. We’re kind of
leaning that way with the depth we
have.
“The state (Ohio High School
Athletic Association) added another
week to the season this year,”
Smith said. “So, we only have one
doubleheader and the games are kind of
spread out. Unless our kids go out and
don’t perform well, some kids wouldn’t
get to pitch. That could all change by
next week, but, that’s our theory going
in. These kids would be fresh, instead
of one of our top pitchers getting tired,
bring in another fresh kid for middle
relief and then come in with our closer,
if needed.
“We have a few new people on our
coaching staff this year,” Smith said.
“Lee Laymon moved to Cincinnati. He
leaves a big hole. Lee was very good
with us. We’re going to miss him.
“Matt Platt has been with me for six
years now,” Smith said. “He’s kind of
my right hand man. He does a lot of

Mon.,Wed., Thurs. • 8:30 am - 9 pm • Tues., Fri., Sat. • 8:30 am - 5 pm

stuff. He’s almost like a co-head coach.
I consider him that important. He does
a nice job with the pitcher and all of the
other little stuff he does.
“Bobby Gentry moves up from
helping the reserve team,” Smith said.
“He’s probably going to be our first base
coach this year.
“Tracy Tyree is another volunteer
assistant who’s going to be helping us
this year,” Smith said. “At the reserve
level, John Phillips has taken over. Brian
Yeazel went to Court House. His son is
getting older so he can help coach the
seventh grade and the reserve team.
“Jeremy Blair will be the reserve
assistant,” Smith said. “We have a real
good coaching staff. What I like about it
is, they are people persons.
“We care about the kids,” Smith said.
“This isn’t about wins and losses. Every
day, we’re teaching life lessons to them.
We want them to be successful in life.
The discipline is our number one goal.
When I say discipline, just do the right
thing. If they don’t do the right thing,
they’ll see that it relates to real life,
what would happen at a job and those
things. We’re really preaching that this
year, do the right thing.
“If you mess up, when you’ve got 35
kids in the program, the competition
is, ‘hey, I can’t afford to get myself in
trouble,’” Smith said. “We have good,
quality kids, so, I don’t think we’re
going to have any major problems.”
What were the keys to success last
year and where would Smith like to see
improvement?

Good Luck to all
Athletes at
Miami Trace
Panthers and
Washington C.H.
Blue Lions
2574 US HWY 22 NW
Washington Court House, OH 43160
740-335-8571

OH-70111621

MT Baseball

2019 MT Jr. Varsity
Baseball schedule
MARCH

Mon.
Tues.
Fri.
Sat.

25
26
29
30

at Adena
vs. Greenon
vs. Piketon
vs. Waverly (DH)

APRIL

Wed.
Fri.
Sat.

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald

2019 MIAMI TRACE JUNIOR-VARSITY BASEBALL TEAM — (front, l-r); Jordan
Wolfe, Michael Stritenberger, Luke Zimmerman, Jose Utera; (middle, l-r);
coach John Phillips, Gabe Campagna, Colin Farrens, Kaden Tyler, Ashton
Connell, Colson Guthrie, Braden Cooper-Smith, Jaydenn Terry, Braden
Morris, coach Jeremy Blair; (back, l-r); Cole Campbell, Nathan Binegar, Dylan
Bernard, Bo Little and Gage Miller.

the bottom team can beat the
best team,” Smith said. “Any
team in this league can beat
any other team.
“Even though we have a
lot of returners, Hillsboro
has a lot of returners,” Smith
said. “They were a very good
team last year that started
peaking towards the end of
the year. I think their reserve
team won over 20 games last
year. There are a lot of good
players in Hillsboro’s system
right now.
“Jackson, even though they
were at the bottom last year,

FAYETTE
VETERINARY
HOSPITAL
Daryl L. Waits, D.V.M.

they were in every game,”
Smith said. “They have a lot
of returners.
“Chillicothe really started
to come on as a program
last year,” Smith said. “They
have a new head coach, so
they might have a different
philosophy. You don’t know
what they’ll be like, but you
know they’ll be pretty good
with the talent they have.
“Richie Bunner does a
nice job at McClain,” Smith
said. “He gets the best out of
his kids. On any given night
they’re going to be a very

3 vs. Chillicothe
5 at McClain
6 at VA Stadium vs. Ironton
Mon. 8 vs. Hillsboro
Wed. 10 at Jackson
Thurs. 11 vs. Westfall
Fri.
12 at Washington
Mon. 15 at Chillicothe
Wed. 17 vs. McClain
Sat. 20 vs. Greeneview
Mon. 22 vs. Jackson
Wed. 24 vs. Washington
Fri. 26 at Hillsboro
Tues. 30 at Logan Elm

MAY

Fri.
3
Sat. 4
Mon. 6
Thurs. 9
Mon. 13

vs. Adena
vs. Zane Trace (DH)
at Madison Plains
at Lynchburg-Clay
at Unioto

5 p.m.
4:30 p.m.
5 p.m.
Noon

5 p.m.
5 p.m.
7 p.m.
5 p.m.
5 p.m.
5 p.m.
5 p.m.
5 p.m.
5 p.m.
Noon
5 p.m.
5 p.m.
5 p.m.
5 p.m.

5 p.m.
11 a.m.
5 p.m.
5 p.m.
5 p.m.

competitive ball club. They
can knock any of us off.
“Court House is Court
House,” Smith said. “Coach
(Mark) Schwartz does a
really nice job there. They
may be down on numbers,
he’ll get the best out of his
kids and they’ll compete for
the league, too.”

AAHA STANDARDS OF EXCELLENCE
• Complete Diagnosis of Capabilities
• Concern for Preventive Medicine
• Dental Care
• Nursing Care
• Proper Anesthetic Procedures
• Complete Pharmaceutical Facilities

Best Wishes to area athletes for a great season!

MEMBER HOSPITAL

AAHA
AMERICAN
ANIMAL
HOSPITAL
ASSOCIATION

OH-70111739
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“Last year, our pitching
was very solid and our
defense was very solid,”
Smith said. “Where we
struggled a little bit, we
were streaky hitters last year.
That’s kind of what got us in
the tournament game. We
struggled at the plate in that
game.
“I would say, all six of our
losses were all games we
were capable of winning,”
Smith said. “But we ran into
a very good pitcher in all
six of the games we lost. We
have to do a better job of
putting the ball in play with
runners on, things like that.
We’ve been working hard at
that. I think we’ll be better
offensively. The capability is
there.
“In the game of baseball,
you have to beat the good
pitchers,” Smith said. “That’s
where we’ve got to take the
next step. When we face
those buzz-saw-type pitchers,
we’ve got to be able to
compete against them. You
can take a bad team with a
good pitcher and they can
shut you down on any given
day.”
Smith spoke about
defending the FAC title in
2019.
“On any given night, even

Blue Lions hope to be better defensively in ‘19
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By Chris Hoppes
choppes@aimmediamidwest.com

Mark Schwartz returns for
his second season as head
coach of the Washington
Blue Lion varsity baseball
team.
Last season, the Blue Lions
won a share of the first-ever
Frontier Athletic Conference
championship, going 7-3.
Washington tied with their
Fayette County rivals, Miami
Trace.
That was the first part of
the season.
The second season, the
tournament, beginning with
the Sectional, left a sour
taste for Washington
The Blue Lions went 15-6
and were a No. 2 seed in the
Sectional, earning a home
game against the Hillsboro
Indians.
Washington defeated
Hillsboro twice during
conference play in the regular
season.
However, the old adage
of it being difficult to beat
a team three times in a
season proved all too true as
Hillsboro took full advantage
of eight Washington errors
and rolled to a 14-4 victory in
five innings. That game was
for a Sectional championship.
The Blue Lions had seniors
on the 2018 team: Austinn
Fore, Austin Joseph, Grant
Patterson, Nick Barrett, Eli
Ruth, Kenny Arboleda and
Christian Grove.
“We had a good season,”
Schwartz said. “We didn’t
get to play all the games we
were scheduled to play just
because of the weather. It
was really wet. We ended the
season 15-7.”
A high school baseball
team in Ohio is allowed to
schedule up to 27 regular
season games and everyone
gets to participate in the
tournament, for a total of at

2019 Wash. Varsity
Baseball schedule
MARCH

Mon. 25
Tues. 26
Wed. 27
Thurs. 28
Sat. 30

APRIL

Tues. 2
Wed. 3
Fri.
5
Mon. 8
Wed. 10
Thurs. 11
Fri. 12
Mon. 15
Wed. 17
Thurs. 18
Mon. 22
Wed. 24
Fri. 26
Sat. 27
Sat. 27
Mon. 29

MAY

Wed. 1
Thurs. 2
Mon. 6
Wed. 8
Fri. 10

at Madison Plains
at Unioto
vs. Eastern Brown
at Logan Elm
at VA Stadium vs. Circleville

at Wellston
vs. Hillsboro
vs. Chillicothe
at Jackson
at McClain
at VA Stadium vs. Adena
at Miami Trace
at Hillsboro
at Chillicothe
vs. Clark SE
vs. McClain
vs. Miami Trace
vs. Jackson
at Waverly
at Piketon
at VA Stadium vs. Valley

at Eastern Brown
vs. Adena
vs. Clinton-Massie
vs. Vinton County
vs. Logan Elm

5 p.m.
5 p.m.
5 p.m.
5 p.m.
6 p.m.

5 p.m.
5 p.m.
5 p.m.
5 p.m.
5 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
5 p.m.
5 p.m.
5 p.m.
5 p.m.
5 p.m.
5 p.m.
5 p.m.
11 a.m.
3 p.m.
5 p.m.

Photos by Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald

2019 WASHINGTON BLUE LION BASEBALL SENIORS — (front, l-r); George
Reno, Cortez O’Flaherty, Jarred Hall, Bailey Roberts, Tyler Rood, Eli Shaw and
Jay Fettig.

5 p.m.
5 p.m.
5 p.m.
5 p.m.
5 p.m.

least 28 games. Last year,
Washington played 22 games.
“We just didn’t play well,
defensively,” Schwartz
said, referring to the loss to
Hillsboro in the tournament.
“It was just one (error) after
another.”
Washington scored first, a
single run in the bottom of
the first. However, Hillsboro
exploded with 12 runs in the
top of the second.
“Offensively, we hit the ball
really well,” Schwartz said. “I
know we batted over .300 as
a team.
“Our pitching was very
strong,” Schwartz said. “We
had two all-league, all-district
pitchers in Kenny Arboleda
and Nick Barrett. We had a
couple of guys who pitched

2019 WASHINGTON BLUE LION VARSITY BASEBALL TEAM — (front, l-r);
Jay Fettig, George Reno, Bailey Roberts, Cortez O’Flaherty; (middle, l-r);
head coach Mark Schwartz, assistant coach Buff Mustain, Jarred Hall, R.G.
Crabtree, Ryan Schwartz and assistant coach Brandon Runk; (back, l-r);
Brock Morris, Eli Shaw, Zane Joesph and Tyler Rood.

in relief, Austin Joseph and
Grant Patterson, they were
pretty solid. They might have
started a game here or there.
“We had those four solid,
quality pitchers with a lot of
varsity experience,” Schwartz
said. “They did well. We had
a couple of younger guys who
stepped in when needed and
pitched really well.
“We hit the ball really
well,” Schwartz said. “We
were fortunate to win,
maybe all but three games,
within three runs or less;
maybe two runs or less. We
were fortunate to be on the

winning end of a lot of close
games. We hit the ball when
we needed to. It seemed like
we would make a play at the
end to save us from losing or
insure a win.”
During the 2018 season,
Washington split games with
Miami Trace, McClain and
Chillicothe and won two
from Hillsboro and Jackson.
The Blue Lions have four
returning starters from a
year ago and a total of six
who played varsity ball.
“Tyler Rood is a senior,”
Schwartz said. “He was
First Team, All-FAC, Second

2019 Wash. Jr. Varsity
Baseball schedule
MARCH

Tues. 26
Wed. 27
Thurs. 28
Sat. 30

APRIL

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald

2019 WASHINGTON BLUE LION JUNIOR-VARSITY BASEBALL TEAM — (front,
l-r); coach Trevor Mustain, Jaedan Meriweather, Evan Weaver, Luke Rader,
Karson Runk, Alec Ackley, coach Caleb McKinney, Jack Mead; (middle, l-r);
Tyler Tackage, Drew Ferguson, Brock Carter; (back, l-r); Owen Mullins, Hugh
Silberman, Andrew Callender and Cal Wightman.

a little bit, too, here and
there.
“We’re expecting senior
Bailey Roberts to start for
us, either in the outfield or
at first base,” Schwartz said.
“We’re expecting him to be
one of our main pitchers
this year. Unfortunately for
Bailey, he got hurt last year
in a scrimmage and missed
most of the season. He got
some playing time towards
the end. We’re expecting
big things from him. Every
pitcher we have is a righty,
except Bailey. He’ll be a
starter for us and bat in the
top six in our line-up.
“We have Eli Shaw, another
senior,” Schwartz said. “He
didn’t play much for us last
year. He was a role player.
Right now, he’s going to be
our starting catcher. When
he’s not catching, he’s going
to play in the outfield.”
Cortez O’Flaherty is a
senior who did not play last
year.
“Right now, he’s probably
going to play middle infield
for us,” Schwartz said.
“Either short or second,
depending on who’s pitching.
“We’ve got some other
guys, I don’t exactly know
what their roles are going

to be yet,” Schwartz said.
“Brock Morris, who’s a
junior, he’s going to be an
outfielder for us, maybe pitch
a little.
“Zane Joseph (a junior),
his main role on this team
is probably going to be
pitching,” Schwartz said.
“He’s got a really lively arm.
He’s about 6-4. We need to
work on his mechanics. He
has the potential to be pretty
good for us.
“R.G. Crabtree (a junior)
is a potential pitcher for
us,” Schwartz said. “He can
play a couple of spot on the
infield. We can put him in the
outfield.”
There are seven seniors
and four juniors on the
Blue Lions’ roster (as of the
Record-Herald’s interview
with Coach Schwartz on
March 13).
“We have a lot of younger
guys and we’re still trying to
determine whether they’re
going to be on the varsity or
the j-v,” Schwartz said. “It
may change from day to day.
There are still some battles
going on; battles for starting
spots, battles for some bench
roles. We’re not expecting
to solidify our roster until
maybe the first week of the

Tues. 2
Wed. 3
Fri.
5
Sat. 6
Mon. 8
Tues. 9
Wed. 10
Fri. 12
Mon. 15
Wed. 17
Thurs. 18
Mon. 22
Wed. 24
Thurs. 25
Fri. 26
Mon. 29

MAY

Wed. 1
Thurs. 2
Fri.
3
Mon. 6
Fri. 10

vs. Unioto
at Eastern Brown
vs. Logan Elm
vs. Circleville

5 p.m.
5 p.m.
5 p.m.
11 a.m.

vs. Wellston
at Hillsboro
at Chillicothe
Piketon (DH)
vs. Jackson
vs. Adena
vs. McClain
vs. Miami Trace
vs. Hillsboro
vs. Chillicothe
at Clark SE
at McClain
at Miami Trace
at Piketon
at Jackson
at Unioto

5 p.m.
5 p.m.
5 p.m.
Noon
5 p.m.
5 p.m.
5 p.m.
5 p.m.
5 p.m.
5 p.m.
5 p.m.
5 p.m.
5 p.m.
5 p.m.
5 p.m.
5 p.m.

vs. Eastern Brown
at Adena
at Vinton County
at Clinton-Massie
at Logan Elm

5 p.m.
5 p.m.
5 p.m.
5 p.m.
5 p.m.

season.”
Schwartz spoke about the
second season of the Frontier
Athletic Conference and the
chase for the title in 2019.
“I think it starts with
Miami Trace,” Schwartz
said. “Coach (Rob) Smith
lost some quality players
last year, but, he’s going to
reload. He had a very solid
younger group, so, I expect
them to be very good.
“Hillsboro is returning
their top two pitchers,”
Schwartz said. “They had
a very good j-v team, if I
remember correctly. So,
they’re going to be very
good.
“Chillicothe lost a few
of their better players,”
Schwartz said. “They have a
new coach this year. I expect
them to be good. I know they
See Wash. Baseball | 15
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Team, All-District.
“He played pretty much
everywhere last year,”
Schwartz said. “He played
five or six positions. This
year he’s probably going
to play strictly infield,
depending on who’s pitching.
He’ll play short, second or
third. He’s probably going
to pitch a little bit. We don’t
have a lot of experience as far
as pitching. He’s got a lively
arm. In an emergency, we can
put him behind the plate.
“He’ll bat third or fourth
and be in our lineup
everyday,” Schwartz said.
“Another senior is Jarred
Hall,” Schwartz said. “He
was having a solid season
and unfortunately got hurt
in the Chillicothe game here.
He missed a few weeks. He
had a solid season going
before that.
“He’ll play third, second
and he’ll pitch for us,”
Schwartz said. “He’ll bat in
the top four in the line-up.
“Senior George Reno, I
believe he started every game
for us last year in center
field,” Schwartz said. “He’ll
be our lead-off batter. He’s
just real solid, defensively.
He’s one guy we don’t have
to worry about being in
the right spot at the right
time. He’s very coachable
and works very hard. We’re
expecting big things out of
him.
“Junior Ryan Schwartz
was our starting catcher last
year,” Schwartz said of his
son. “He’s probably going to
have a different role this year,
defensively. We’re probably
going to use him as a pitcher
this year. Just because of the
wear and tear on his arm,
we’re not going to have him
catch much. We’ll probably
have him play a corner infield
position, depending on who’s
pitching. He’ll probably catch

MT Softball
From page 5

a lot of power.
“They beat us down there
pretty good last year,” Henry
said. “When we played them
up here, it was a closer game
“Chillicothe, I think they
lost a lot of players,” Henry
said. “They picked up some
of their soccer players. They
beat us here last year.
“Court House is going to
be good, too,” Henry said.
“They have a young team,
too. I used to coach Maddy
Jenkins on a travel ball team.
I have a lot of respect for her.
She was all-league last year, a
real good ball player.
“Hillsboro, we beat them

twice last year,” Henry said.
“McClain, we split with them
last year. We ended up getting beat by one run in extra
innings down there last year.
They should be good, too.
They have a lot of young
kids.”
Miami Trace will play
non-league games against
the following schools in
2019: Olentangy Berlin, Ross
Southeastern, WhitehallYearling, Minford, London,
East Clinton, Zane Trace,
Leesburg Fairfield, Logan
Elm and Unioto.
Miami Trace plays Minford
home and away as well as
East Clinton home and away
and will play in a tournament
at Circleville on April 13.
“We got to see a lot of the
younger girls develop last

year,” Henry said. “The last
two years we haven’t had that
many back-ups. We played a
lot of girls last year who are
going to help us this year.
“We have a lot of depth
this year,” Henry said. “We
have about 13 girls who can
play easily at any time.
“We kind of broke apart at
times last year,” Henry said.
“This year, instead of breaking apart, we’re going to be
sticking together. We’ll see
what we can do.
“Our top goal is to win
the league,” Henry said. “A
couple of years ago we were
always battling with ClintonMassie. Now Jackson is in
our way.
“We’re going to take the
season day by day,” Henry
said.

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald

Ashley Campbell reacts to an infield
pop up during a game against
Jackson April 30, 2018.

OH-70111735
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Good Luck to all
our great Athletes!

809 Delaware Street
Washington Court House, OH
Visit our website @ www.WCRhx.com

Wash. Softball
From page 7

team that actually hit more than them.
“I think they graduated four seniors,”
Elzey said. “Those girls were definitely
good hitters. With their program, I
think they’ll be right there again.
“Miami Trace is always there,” Elzey
said. “It’s a good rivalry for us. They
have a lot of talent out there. Joe (head
coach Henry) has a lot of returning
seniors who have been in his program
for four years. I know he’s expecting big
things out of them, as he should. I think
they’ll be right there for the league.
“Chillicothe was a fairly young team
last year, I thought,” Elzey said. “They
always play us tough for some reason.
That’s that one team in the league that
you always seem to struggle against.

Wash. Baseball
From page 13

be a game where we can
take a night off,” Schwartz
said. “It’s going to be very
competitive. We expect
to compete for the league
championship, but, it could
be anybody’s. It’s going to be
tough to repeat, but, we’re up
for the challenge.”
The Blue Lions have nonleague games this season
with Madison Plains, Unioto,
Eastern Brown, Logan Elm,
Circleville, Wellston, Adena,
Clark Southeastern, Piketon,
Waverly, Lucasville Valley,
Clinton-Massie and Vinton
County with two games
each against Unioto, Eastern
Brown and Logan Elm.
In addition to Schwartz,
the coaching staff for 2019
is comprised of Buff Mustain
(varsity assistant, 9th year
with the program); Brandon
Runk (varsity assistant, was
j-v head coach last year, 4th
year with the program);
Brian Yeazel (head j-v
coach); Trevor Mustain (j-v
assistant), Caleb McKinney
(j-v assistant).

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald

2019 WASHINGTON SOFTBALL SENIORS — (l-r);
Maddy Jenkins and Taylor Smith.

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald

Jarred Hall gets his lead for the Blue Lions during a game against Chillicothe
April 18, 2018.
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had some younger guys who
are good.
“Jackson was young
last year,” Schwartz said.
“Jackson and McClain both
won two league games last
year. But, their record was
not any reflection on how
good I thought they were.
Jackson gave us tough games
both times last year and we
were fortunate to get two
wins against them.
“We had to come back in a
game here against McClain
last year,” Schwartz said.
“Unfortunately, they beat us
down there when we had a
chance to clinch the outright
championship.
“Jackson had a very good
j-v team and I expect them
to be good,” Schwartz
said. “I think McClain only
graduated their catcher, so
they’ve got everybody back.
“We have 10 league games
and there’s not going to

That’s who we struggle with.
“Hillsboro was down a little last year,”
Elzey said. “They have a good summer
league program there, as well, so, I look
for them to be much improved.
“McClain is always McClain,” Elzey
said. “They are always going to battle
you, no matter the score. They always
put good athletes on the field. They
don’t give up, they keep coming at you.”
On the coaching staff, Elzey will be
joined by Rick Foose and Tony Jenkins.
Trevor Patton is the j-v head coach,
assisted by Rob Miller and Kyle Hoppes.
In addition to 10 FAC games,
Washington has the following nonleague teams on its schedule for 2019:
Unioto, Logan Elm, Eastern Brown,
Wellston, Clinton-Massie, Adena,
Greeneview, Clark Southeastern,
Waverly, Minford and Vinton County.
They will play home and away against
Unioto, Eastern Brown and Adena.

MT track excited to get season underway
By Martin Graham
mgraham@recordherald.com

The Miami Trace boys
track program is once again
setting lofty goals for the
2019 Frontier Athletic
Conference (FAC) season
this spring.
Coach Brent Noes with
Miami Trace recently took
time to explain how the
team is looking. According
to Noes, this is his 14th year
as head coach of the Miami
Trace Track and Field Team
which includes being the
boys coach for the last six
years and the boys team has
one of the highest member
counts in some time with 39
boys.
“We will have a good mix
of returners along with a lot
of youth,” Noes said. “For
the boys, we graduated a
regional qualifier in shot
put and discus, Wes Seyfang
(who is participating at
Ashland University), a
regional qualifier in the 100
dash, 200 dash and four by
200 relay, Brady Wallace who
was a hurdler and regional
qualifier in the 4 x 200meter relay and Justin Reed
(participating at Defiance
College). We also lost Noah
Wiseman to graduation
who was also a regional
qualifier in the 4 x 200-meter
relay. We will be looking

to our seniors to provide
the leadership and be the
positive role models that we
will need to be successful.”
Noes said they are excited
to watch some of the
returners surpass the success
they had last year. For the
boys this includes Wyatt
Cory — who is returning
after winning the district
championship in high jump
and also qualifying for
regionals in the 110 high
hurdles and pole vault —
Jaden Haldeman — who
is returning as a regional
qualifier in the 4 x 200-meter
relay and also qualified to
the regional meet in the 300
meter hurdles —, and Josh
Liff is also returning as a
regional 4 x 200-meter relay
qualifier.
“We have six senior boys
that will help accomplish the
success we are striving for
this season,” Noes said. “We
have surrounded ourselves
with a veteran staff, all of
whom have been with the
program for several years.
Jeff Bennett will be coaching
the throwers, Jeff Creamer
will be coaching the sprinters
and hurdlers, Brianna
Mitchell will be coaching
pole vault, and Sammie
Stroker will be helping out
with the distance runners.”
Other key returners Noes
mentioned included senior

You’re at home with us!

Photos by Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald

2019 MIAMI TRACE TRACK SENIORS — (l-r); Jotham Lewis, Jacob Atwood,
Trenton Crawford, Cole Howland, Josh Liff and Wyatt Cory.

2019 MIAMI TRACE HIGH SCHOOL TRACK TEAM — (front, l-r); Graham
Carson, Cole Howland, Matthew Haddox, Todd Ford, Charles Lapasky, Jadon
Rowe, Cayden Griggs, Jared Seymour; (second row, l-r); Bryce Bennett,
Preston Reed, Drew Black, Mcale Callahan, Anthony Mayer, Skylar BrannonLyons, Jayden LeBeau, Cole Enochs, Keegan Terry; (third row, l-r); coach
Bri Mitchell, Zach Smith, Josh Liff, Jesse Benitez, Blake Roberts, Caleb
Brannigan, Henry DeBruin, Simon DeBruin, Jotham Lewis, Jacob Downing;
(fourth row, l-r); head coach Brent Noes, Aiden Kingery, Austin Conklin,
Trenton Crawford, Jake Atwood; (back, l-r); Jaden Haldeman, Andrew Amore,
Wyatt Cory, Justin Shoemaker, Grant DeBruin. Not pictured: Sam Braden.
Coaches not pictured: Jeff Bennett, Jeff Creamer and Sammie Stroker.

You’re at home with us!

competing in jumping events,
Jake Atwood competing in
sprints, senior Jotham Lewis junior Henry DeBruin
running distance, junior
running middle distance,
junior Andrew
Amoreat home with us!
You’re
See MT BOYS TRACK | 18
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Lady Panthers’ goal: the FAC title
By Martin Graham
mgraham@recordherald.com

APRIL

Wed. 3
Fri.
5
Tues. 9
Tues. 16
Thurs. 18
Tues. 23
Fri. 26

at Madison Plains
at Waynesville
vs. Hillsboro
vs. Adena
at Hillsboro Invit.
at McClain quad
at McClain Invit.

MAY

Thurs. 2 vs. MT Invit.
Tues. 7 at Chillicothe FAC Meet
Thurs. 9 at Chillicothe FAC Meet
Tues. 14 at Washington District meet
Sat. 18 at Washington District meet

4:30 p.m.
4:30 p.m.
4:30 p.m.
4:30 p.m.
4:30 p.m.
4:30 p.m.
4:30 p.m.

Photos by Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald

2019 MIAMI TRACE TRACK SENIORS — (l-r); Taylor Dawson, Krissy Ison, Tori
Morrison, Macy Creamer and Meri Grace Carson.

4:30 p.m.
4:30 p.m.
4:30 p.m.
4 p.m.
10 a.m.

in the 300 hurdles. Tori
Morrison, Isabella Vanover
and McKenna Wilson also
joined Creamer as district
champions and regional
qualifiers in the4 x 100-meter
relay.
“We will be looking to
our seniors to provide
the leadership and be the
positive role models that we
will need to be successful
including four senior
girls,” Noes said. “We have
surrounded ourselves with
a veteran staff, all of whom
have been with the program

2019 MIAMI TRACE TRACK TEAM — (front, l-r); Taylor Dawson, Tori Morrison,
Macy Creamer, Meri Grace Carson; (second row, l-r); Erynn Hagerman,
McKenna Wilson, Miranda Cory, Lilly Litteral, Alyssa Butler, Mallory Pavey,
Bridget Perkins; (third row, l-r); coach Bri Mitchell, Reagan Barton, Emma
Pitstick, Cora McBride, Isabella Vanover, Maddie Southward, Abby Arledge,
Magarah Bloom; (back, l-r); Libby Aleshire, Brooklyn Vanover, Courtney
Arnold, Lilly Workman, Julianne Stevenson, Annabella Szczerbiak and head
coach Brent Noes. Not pictured: Mallory Conklin, Mackenzie Grafstrom,
Krissy Ison and Saylor Preston. Coaches not pictured: Jeff Bennett, Jeff
Creamer and Sammie Stroker.

for several years. Jeff
Bennett will be coaching the
throwers, Jeff Creamer will

Reliable Service Since 1957

1-800-244-OGAS (0427)
or 740-495-5394

OH-70111642

9083 U.S. Hwy. 22 E., P.O. Box 326
New Holland, Ohio 43145
For All Your LP Gas Needs
OH-70111720

Good Luck
Washington
Blue Lions
and
Miami Trace
Panthers!

Sat. 23 at Wilmington
10 a.m.
Tues. 26 at Clinton-Massie 4:30 p.m.
Thurs. 28 at Madison Plains 4:30 p.m.

be coaching the sprinters and
hurdlers, Brianna Mitchell
See MT GIRLS TRACK | 18
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The Miami Trace girls
track team is hoping to work
itself into a victory this
year in the Frontier Athletic
Conference (FAC).
Head coach Brent Noes
at Miami Trace recently
explained that the girls team
placed fourth last year and
they hope to push that a little
further this year by finishing
at the top of the FAC.
Noes, who has served as
the girls head coach for 14
years, is looking forward to
the season and according to
him, the girls team has more
participants (38) than they
have had in some time.
“We must replace several
key seniors who graduated
last year including our top
two girl throwers,” Noes
said. “Katie Seyfang —
who was a state champion
discus thrower and state
placer in shot put (who is
participating at Bowling
Green University) — and
Gretchen Ivers.”
Noes said he is excited to
see some of the returning
girls.
The first is Macy Creamer,
a three-event regional
qualifier in the long jump,
300 meter hurdles and
four by 100 relay. She also
qualified to the state meet

2019 MT HS
Track schedule
MARCH

MT Boys Track
From page 16

Simon DeBruin running
distance and sophomore
Caleb Brannigan running
distance events. Additionally,
Noes is expecting big things
from five boys, Keegan Terry,
Trenton Crawford, Cole
Howland, Grant DeBruin and
Cole Enochs.
“The boys were 2018
District champions and
runner-up in the inaugural
season of the FAC, they are
hopeful to finish at or near
the top of the FAC this year,”
Noes said. “Our number one
goal remains the same every
year and that is to compete
against yourself first. Each
day there should be a focus
on self-improvement. We
constantly stress to the

athletes that they do not
need to be concerned about
the person in the lane next
to them or the person who
throws or jumps in front of
or behind them.”
Finally Noes is expecting
the competition to be stiff
in the FAC. He said he
is expecting Chillicothe
to provide some tough
competition and Hillsboro
will also be competitive this
year.
Chillicothe won the FAC
last year, with Miami Trace
just five points behind in
second.
Hillsboro was a
competitive third, followed
by McClain, then Jackson
and Washington.
Miami Trace will take part
in several invitationals this
year, including at Waynesville
on April 5, at Hillsboro on
April 18, at McClain on

Photos by Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald

2019 MIAMI TRACE MIDDLE SCHOOL TRACK TEAM — (front, l-r); Gaven
Campos, Michael Gebhardt, Trace Bartruff, Konner Orso, Connor Hostetler;
(second row, l-r); Caleb Bennett, Robbie Bennett, Nathan Cockerill, Tristan
Combs, Asher LeBeau, Matthew Honicker, Blake Steele; (third row, l-r); Jacob
Cline, Kyler Wilson, Daylan Neal, Roy Melvin, Landen Cope, Eli Fliehman,
Christian Rossiter, Jacob Manbevers, Montana Bolton, Logan Foy; (fourth
row, l-r); Keegan Williams, Aaron Little, Thaddeus Stuckey, Jacob Pettit,
Blake Sollars, Skyler Miller; (back, l-r); Eli Miller, Luke Hoppes, Kaiden
Howard, Chase Morris and Ryan Smith.

April 26 and will host their
invitational on May 2.

Miami Trace Head Track
Coach Brent Noes.

The information in this
article was provided by

Reach Martin Graham at (740) 313-0351
or on Twitter @MartiTheNewsGuy.

MT Girls Track

2019 MT Jr. high
Track schedule
MARCH
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From page 17

will be coaching pole vault,
and Sammie Stroker will be
helping out with the distance
runners.”
Other key returners Noes
is expecting to play a role
in the season include senior
Abby Arledge competing in
sprints and jumps, and junior
Lilly Litteral competing in
sprints. Noes also has big
expectations for a few of the
girls including Mackenzie
Graftstrom, Maddie
Southward, Reagan Barton,
Magarah Bloom and Bridget
Perkins.
In terms of competition,
Noes is expecting
Washington Court House to
be solid again as “they are
every year.” Additionally so
he is expecting Chillicothe
— the FAC 2018 champions
— to remain competitive as
well. In the end of last year’s
season, Chillicothe claimed
the title with 147.5 points.
Miami Trace was fourth with

Tues. 26 at Chillicothe
Wed. 27 vs. McClain,
Waynesville

APRIL

2019 MIAMI TRACE MIDDLE SCHOOL TRACK TEAM — (front, l-r); Makenna
Davis, Alexis Stritenberger, Faith Davis, Hannah Smith-Reyes, Faith Wiseman,
Gracie Shull, Kaytlynn Reed; (second row, l-r); Carly Smith, McKenzie Morris,
Chloe Sweitzer, Madilyn Rosnto, Amberly Szczerbiak, Brianna Thompson,
Audrey Craig, Keeley Quetchum, Mackenzie Cory, Allison Elkins; (third row,
l-r); Jordann Cockerill, Emma See, MacKenzie Long, Abby Little, Hillary
McCoy, Carlee Cartee, Katie Harris, Libby Johnson, Jenna Seymour; (back,
l-r); Alexa Streitenberger, Jenna Goddard, Meghan Cory, Jana Griffith, Kiara
Blair and Emily Turner.

104.5 points.
“We will have a good mix
of returners,” Noes said
about the girls team. “As
long as they continue to see
self-improvement, positive
things will happen. It is
very encouraging for these
young girls to see themselves
become successful through
their hard work and
dedication.”

Miami Trace began the
season with a field event
relay meet at Wilmington
High School.
Miami Trace only has
three home meets on their
schedule this year.
The Panthers will host
Hillsboro on April 9 and
Adena on April 16.
The annual Miami Trace
Invitational will be held on

Mon. 1
Wed. 3
Mon. 8
Thurs. 11
Sat. 13
Mon. 15
Wed. 17
Wed. 24
Mon. 29

4:30 p.m.
4:30 p.m.

vs. Wilmington
4:30 p.m.
at Clinton-Massie 4:30 p.m.
at Hillsboro
4:30 p.m.
at Massie Invit.
4:30 p.m.
at Waynesville Invit. 10 a.m.
at Madison Plains 4:30 p.m.
at Washington Tri 4:30 p.m.
at McClain Invit. 4:30 p.m.
at Washington
4:30 p.m.
FAC Meet

Thursday, May 2.
The FAC meet is set
for May 7 and May 9 at
Chillicothe High School.
The Washington Blue
Lions will host the Division
II District meet on Tuesday,
May 14 and Saturday, May
18.
The information in this
article was provided by
Miami Trace Head Track
Coach Brent Noes.
Reach Martin Graham at (740) 313-0351
or on Twitter @MartiTheNewsGuy.
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Follow Christ. Lead the Way.

Corey Dye to lead Blue Lion track team
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By Jennifer Woods
jwoods@aimmediamidwest.com

Corey Dye is the new coach
for the Washington High
School boys track team. Dye
teaches physical education at
Belle Aire Intermediate.
Dye said, “This is my first
year as head boys track coach.
This is like my fourteenth year
coaching track. I’ve coached
and been an assistant off-andon. I’ve been a head junior
high track coach.”
When asked what he enjoys
the most about coaching
Dye said, “The fact that I can
help kids in track and field.”
He explained, “The biggest
reward you get is watching
kids achieve their goals. I
love working with kids and
helping them create goals for
themselves and helping them
succeed in those goals they set
for themselves.”
He explained further, “My
biggest reward is watching
kids succeed. That’s really
why I coach. It’s the main
reason I got into coaching. It’s
why I coach several sports,
not just football. I coach girls
basketball as well; I’m J-V
coach for girls varsity.”
Dye expressed enthusiasm
for the increase in participants
for boys track: “The numbers
have increased a lot, so I’m
really excited about that.” He
said, “I worked really hard at
recruiting kids: right now we
are at 45 kids. “
At the time of the interview,
seniors on the team included
Bryce Coy, Caden Smith,
Trent Langley, Kameron
Morris, Gavin Myers,
Clayton Persinger, Jaxson
Singleton, Connor Lane, Joey
Pickelheimer and Adam Stone.
Dye explained he was actively
working with more kids and
there may be more for the
season.
“Caden’s work ethic is— he’s
got a really high motor. I mean

2019 Wash. HS
Track schedule
MARCH

Tues. 26 at Hillsboro
4:30 p.m.
Sat. 30 at Nelsonville-York 9:30 a.m.

APRIL

Thurs. 4
Sat. 6
Fri.
12
Tues. 16
Thurs. 18
Fri. 26

MAY

Thurs. 2
Tues. 7
Thurs. 9
Tues. 14
Sat. 18
Tues. 21
Thurs. 23
Sat. 25
Fri. 31

June

Sat.

at Ross SE Invit.
at Cedarville Invit.
vs. WCH Invit.
vs. Wilmington
at Hillsboro Invit.
at McClain Invit.

4:30 p.m.
10 a.m.
4:30 p.m.
4:30 p.m.
4:30 p.m.
4:30 p.m.

Photos by Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald

2019 WASHINGTON TRACK SENIORS — (front, l-r); Clayton Persinger,
Connor Lane, Joey Pickelheimer, Kameron Morris, Bryce Coy; (back, l-r);
Jaxson Singleton, Caden Smith, Gavin Myers and Trent Langley. Not
pictured: Adam Stone.

at Miami Trace Invit. 4:30 p.m.
at Chillicothe - FAC
5 p.m.
at Chillicothe - FAC
5 p.m.
vs. District
4:30 p.m.
vs. District
10 a.m.
at Muskingum - Reg. 4:30 p.m.
at Muskingum - Reg. 4:30 p.m.
at Muskingum - Reg. 4:30 p.m.
at Ohio State 10 a.m.
State Meet

1 at Ohio State State Meet

10 a.m.

he works extremely hard in
everything he does.” Dye said
Smith leads by example, which
Dye believes is the best way to
lead. He said, “when you lead
by example, kids notice that
and they’ll follow.”
“I’ve got several kids that
have a lot of experience,” he
said.
Kameron Morris is “a really
good mid-distance, distance
runner for us.” According to
Dye, Morris has put a lot of
time into the sport and has
had a lot of success for the
boys track team in the last
several years. “He works hard
in the off-season and has put in
a lot of mileage.”
Dye said, “I’m really excited
about what Trent (Langley)
can accomplish. He’s one of
the best hurdlers in the area.”
According to Dye, Langley has
been working hard in the offseason. “He’s a hard worker.
He’s a leader.”
Jameson McCane, a junior,
was one of the sprinters last

2019 WASHINGTON BLUE LION TRACK TEAM — (front, l-r); Trent Langley,
Clayton Persinger, Jaxson Singleton, Bryce Coy, Joey Pickelheimer, Connor
Lane, Kameron Morris, Gavin Myers, Caden Smith; (second row, l-r); Jacob
Stone, Chris Nichols, Gabriel Pickerill, Reilly Downing, Caden Hott, Cameron
Johnson, Ethan Rogers-Wright, Chase Mallow; (third row, l-r); Ben Harper,
Kylan Lawwell, Preston Hines, Jerome Mack, Eli Lynch, Trevor Minyo, Brice
Cartwright, Dakota Weikle; (back, l-r); head coach Corey Dye, Mac Miller,
Jayden Mitchell, Cassius Howland, Drew Moats, Garitt Leisure, Jamie
McCane, Sterling Smith and assistant coach Michelle Gernert. Not pictured:
Shlok Shah, David Surina, Miguel O’Flaherty, Josh Logan-Bartholomew and
Adam Stone.

season and returns this season.
He is also a football player.
Eli Lynch is a junior this
season and a former baseball
player. “He’s a really good
athlete: fast.” Lynch will
probably be one of their
sprinters and possibly a
jumper.
Garitt Leisure is a junior
this season and according to
Dye is a “tremendous athlete,
a competitor.”
Sophomore Sterling Smith,
according to Dye, “is one of
our best throwers. He had
a lot of success last year as
a Freshman. He was able to
compete at a high level and

barely missed moving on.”
Dye said he is excited for
what Smith will accomplish,
especially with the time Smith
is putting into training and in
the weight room.
“We’ve got some really good
pole vaulters.” According to
Dye, they have five or six
guys that can compete in pole
vaulting this year. Coy will be
one of their top vaulters.
Dye explained they have
several members who have
done track off-and-on but also
several new members that he
is looking forward to
See Wash. BOYS TRACK | 23

Washington girls track going strong
By Jennifer Woods
jwoods@aimmediamidwest.com

season, Burns placed first in
the 100-meter dash, 200-meter
dash, 400-meter dash, and the
high jump. Her freshman year,
she qualified for four state

meet events: 100-meter dash,
200-meter dash, 400-meter
dash and the high jump. As a
See WASH. GIRLS TRACK | 23
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2019 WASHINGTON LADY BLUE LION TRACK TEAM — (front, l-r); Emily
Becker, Halli Wall, Rayana Burns, Tabby Woods, Raven Haithcock, Hannah
Haithcock, McKenna Garren, Shawna Conger, Jeleeya Tyree-Smith; (second
row, l-r); head coach Louis Reid, Jordan Montgomery, Diya Patel, Sydney
Shadburn, Abby Tackage, Kayla Welling, Aria Marting, Arianna Heath, Katy
Picklesimer, Emilee Wilson, coach Taylor Alsop; (third row, l-r); Katia Detty,
Maria Medina, Jaina Applegate, Cloe Copas, Amya Haithcock, Mia Moats,
Haley Brenner, Cheyenne Tuttle, Allison Forsythe, Jessika Young; (back,
l-r); Gabby Whitelow, Bre Reitmire, Shelbee Crago, Bianca Nickell, Aaralyne
Estep, Chloe Lovett, Alexis Grossenbacher, Julianne Bailey. Not pictured:
Beth Wilt, Hailey Snyder, Megan Downing.

Good Luck to all Teams

If you are looking for
professional automotive
service and repair,
choose

2247 U.S. Rt. 22 SW
Washington C.H.

Photos by Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald

WASHINGTON HIGH SCHOOL 2019 TRACK SENIORS — (l-r); Hannah
Haithcock, Raven Haithcock and Tabby Woods. Not pictured: Megan Downing
and Hailey Snyder.
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The Washington High
School girls track team is
going strong for the new
season with their head coach
Louis Reid.
Reid has years of experience
and explained, “This is my
fifteenth year as head girls
track coach and seventeenth
year over-all coaching track
here at Washington Court
House; I was a junior high
coach first.”
Reid, who is also the
school’s head wrestling coach,
teaches physical education at
Washington High School.
The boys and girls
track teams for both the
Washington High School
and the Washington Middle
School train together. Various
coaches train them in different
areas. Coach Reid trains
the sprinters. While being
interviewed, Reid was at one
of their many practices and
was making sure they were
warming up properly.
When asked what he loves
about coaching, Reid took a
moment to look around the
track. As he spoke, numerous
students surrounded him
while stretching, practicing
in their events, laughing
together and enjoying one of
the first spring days of 2019.
He said, “I enjoy how hard the

kids work and just the family
atmosphere.”
“Last year was a very
successful season for us.”
According to him, last season
“our girls — we were second
in the conference (Frontier
Athletic Conference — FAC),
we were second at the district,
we were eighth at the regional
and we were twentieth at the
state meet.”
Maddy Garrison was a
senior last season. At the
FAC she placed first in the
800-meter run and first in
the 1600-meter run. Garrison
went to state in both her junior
and senior years: she was 16th
in the 1600 meters her junior
year and improved to 10th
place her senior year. Maddy
graduated from Washington
High School as a three time
state qualifier in track and is
now running at Marshal which
is a Division I school.
“We’ve got some good
senior leadership,” He
explained. Raven Haithcock,
Hannah Haithcock, Tabby
Woods, Hailey Snyder and
Megan Downing are the
seniors this season. Raven
and Hannah Haithcock are
cousins.
Downing is a pole vaulter.
Although she didn’t compete
last year, Downing made it to
the regional two years ago.
This year, Rayana Burns
is a junior. At the FAC last

Blue Lions tennis aims to remain competitive
Following a successful
2018 season, the Washington
Blue Lions tennis program
is in the middle of what head
coach Greg Phipps calls “a
reorganizing year.”
A year ago the Blue Lions
finished with a 9-4 overall
record while finishing 6-2
in the Frontier Athletic
Conference (FAC) — good
for a second place tie.
Additionally, Grant Kuhlwein,
now a junior, got past the
sectionals and competed in
the regional tournament.
“Overall, we were pleased
with our season,” said
Phipps, now in his 12th year
as head coach of the tennis
program. “We knew Miami
Trace was going to be pretty
good, and they did a very
good job against us. Jackson
had a nice team last year as
well. In fact, I think this year
Miami Trace and Jackson
will be our main competition
within the league.”
Although Phipps believes
his squad can be competitive,
they did lose seven seniors
from last season.
“Five of the seven played
mostly all varsity,” he said.
“Basically, we had three kids
come back and two of the
three played varsity….so we
had five spots that we had

OH-70111719
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By Ryan Carter
rcarter@recordherald.com

2019 Wash. Boys
Tennis schedule
MARCH

Mon. 25 vs. Logan Elm
Tues. 26 vs. Jackson
Thurs. 28 at Unioto

APRIL

Mon. 1 at Greeneview
Tues. 2 vs. Chillicothe
Thurs. 4 vs. Hillsboro
Tues. 9 at Miami Trace
Wed. 10 at Circleville
Tues. 16 at Jackson
Wed. 17 at Waverly
Tues. 23 at Chillicothe
Thurs. 25 at Hillsboro
Tues. 30 vs. Unioto

MAY

Wed. 1 vs. Circleville
Thurs. 2 vs. Miami Trace

4:30 p.m.
4:30 p.m.
4:30 p.m.

4:30 p.m.
4:30 p.m.
4:30 p.m.
4:30 p.m.
4:30 p.m.
4:30 p.m.
4:30 p.m.
4:30 p.m.
4:30 p.m.
4:30 p.m.

4:30 p.m.
4:30 p.m.

to fill up. But we had a good
number of kids come out this
year, we have 11.”
Phipps said the
aforementioned Kuhlwein
who had such success last
year will be the “number one
singles guy this year.”
Although they lack
experience, Phipps also
praised his two seniors,
Blaise Tayese and Shrey
Maniya.
“Blaise just started last
year, but he’ll be playing
varsity,” said Phipps. “He is
without a doubt the leader
of this team, on and off the
court. He leads our warm-ups
and team-building exercises.

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald

2019 WASHINGTON BLUE LION TENNIS SENIORS — (l-r); Blaise Tayese and
Shrey Mayiya.

We have a couple of kids that
we didn’t even know were
coming out this year, and
they said they wanted to be
a part of a team that Blaise
is on. So, he’s just a very
influential young man.”
Phipps added that although
Maniya is new to the
program this year, he has
good athletic ability and a
great attitude.
The third returning player
who played mostly junior
varsity last year is Sam
Schroeder, now a junior.
“Sam is looking to play
varsity for us,” Phipps said.
“The other eight kids…none
of them have ever played in
any kind of organized tennis
match.”
In order to manage an

Good Luck to all
Spring Sports
Participants

inexperienced team, Phipps
decided to drill down on the
fundamentals.
“We really started with
that, a lot of footwork,
maneuverability and all of
the fundamentals,” he said.
“With some better weather
lately, fortunately we have
been able to get outside and
get some work in. I’m very
pleased with their attitudes
and their willingness to
learn.”
Assisting Phipps in
this endeavor is longtime
assistant coach, Brian Ream.
“Brian has played tennis
for over 40 years and he
really knows the game,”
Phipps said. “He works
See Wash. TENNIS | 26
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Wash. Boys Track
From page 20

working with.
Junior Miguel OFlaherty
was a basketball player. Dye
said, “He’s a very competitive
kid for us. He’ll be one of our
top jumpers: the long jumpers
and the sprinters.
Sophomore Brice
Cartwright has joined track
for his first season. “Just from
watching him, gauging him,
he’s gonna do really well this
year. I think he’s going to be
one of our top middle-distance
guys.”
“Getting out of our district
is very difficult, because
there’s a lot of good schools.”
Dye believes several schools
offer ample competition with
Hillsboro at the top of the list.
Other schools would include
Miami Trace, Chillicothe and
McClain.

Wash. Girls Track
From page 21

“I’ve accomplished one of
my main goals which was to
try to get over 40 kids out.”
Dye will continue his effort to
recruit boys to the team. He
said, “I think we are going to

have quite a few compete at a
high level and hopefully make
it on past the districts, which
is always our goal.”
Dye explained, “the league
is top priority, trying to place

Reach Jennifer Woods at 740-313-0355
or on Twitter @kenanipel.

2019 Wash. Jr. High
Track schedule
MARCH

Mon. 25 at Fairfield Invit.
Wed. 27 at Hillsboro

APRIL

Thurs. 11
Thurs. 18
Wed. 24
Mon. 29

MAY

Sat.

vs. WCH Invit.
at Massie Invit.
at Greenfield Invit.
at Chillicothe - FAC

11 at State Meet

4:30 p.m.
4:30 p.m.

4:30 p.m.
4:30 p.m.
4:30 p.m.
4:30 p.m.

10 a.m.

one event to the state track
meet. He explained, “I feel like
we have a pretty good chance
to do that.”
Reid explained Chillicothe
will be their greatest
competition this year as
“they are the two times in a
row league champs; they’re
defending league champs and
they return most of their lineups.” Last season, Chillicothe
came in first for the FAC.
Washington was second, 8.5
points behind Chillicothe.
McClain was third with 111

2019 WASHINGTON MIDDLE SCHOOL GIRLS TRACK TEAM — (front, l-r);
head coach Chris Chambers, Megan Sever, Kendall Dye, Allie Mongold, Kayli
Merritt, Kaelin Pfeifer, Natalie Woods, Addi Chambers; (middle, l-r); Avreigh
Collie, Maryn Mustain, Addie Shiltz, Calleigh Wead, Morgan Cartwright,
Tadem Wright, Arajah Mack; (back, l-r); Maggie Copas, Kaithlyn Maquiling,
Laurel Marting, Keirstyn Mitchell, Marissa McNamee, Kaitlyn Carr, Madison
Hayes, Jordan McCane. Not pictured, assistant coach Lauren Bishop.

points, followed by Miami
Trace in fourth with 104.5
points.
Hillsboro was fifth with 82
points and Jackson placed
sixth with 67 points.
Currently, the girls track
team has 39 girls participating.
This number may increase for

the season.
Reid explained, “We’re really
excited about the group we
have; they’ve been working
really hard. They’re young, but
they are working hard.”
Reach Jennifer Woods at 740-313-0355
or on Twitter @kenanipel.
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sophomore, she qualified for
three state events: 200-meter
dash, 400-meter dash and the
high jump. At the state meet
last season, Burns placed third
in the high jump. She returns
this season. Reid explained,
“She’s looking to improve on
what she did [last season].”
Underclassmen who gained
regional experience last season
are Halli Wall and Cloe Copas.
Reid said, “Shawna Conger
will be looking to make it
to the regional for the first
time.” She’ll participate in the
throwing events.
The goals for this season
are numerous. Reid said, “We
want to make sure we’re filling
every event. We would like to
compete for an FAC title, we
want to win the district and
send at least eight events to
the regional track meet.” They
would also like to get at least

Photos by Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald

2019 WASHINGTON MIDDLE SCHOOL TRACK TEAM — (front, l-r); assistant
coach Ryan Flora, Brady Rohrer, Isaiah Wightman, Panth Shah, Bevin Wilson,
Brayeson Self, Garrett Wahl, Isaiah Haithcock, head coach Marlin Ellis;
(second row, l-r); Mason Coffman, Ian Rogers-Wright, Colten Brannigan,
Faris Abdulghani, Justin Grove, Ian Roush; (third row, l-r); Logan Presley,
Connor Day, Raleigh Haithcock, Trevaughn Jackson, Calum Brown, Kelton
McCracken, Braydon Kettles; (back, l-r); Jacob Michael, Caden Shiltz,
Reece Self, Trevor Crocker, Toby Mitchell, Trae Patton. Not pictured: Charles
Souther.

high in the FAC, possibly even
winning it. Which is not easy
to do.”
“An individual goal is to
try to get as many kids out of
districts and on to regionals as
we can. Then from regionals
and to the highest level which
is the state.” He reflected, “It’s
been a long time since we’ve
had a boy make it to state.”
Dye explained their training
process is a co-ed type of
coaching. He and Coach Louis
Reid work with various other
coaches to train the high
school and middle school track
teams together; the teams do
not train separately. “Track
is an individual sport but you
rely on those individuals to
place high so your team can
score high.”
“I’m really excited about the
year,” Dye said. “I’m excited
about being part of the track
program again.”

MT tennis looks to build on past success
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By Ryan Carter
rcarter@recordherald.com

Following a very successful
season last year, the Miami
Trace Panthers tennis
program is looking to
compete for the top spot
in the Frontier Athletic
Conference (FAC) once
again, but with a younger
roster this time around.
“Last year we won the
league and we were fortunate
in that we had both of our
doubles teams advance from
sectionals to the districts,”
said Greg Leach, who is
in his second year as head
coach of the tennis team.
“For our area, I think that is
pretty significant. One of the
doubles teams was one match
away from going to the state.
Between that and winning
the league last year, we were
pretty pleased.”
Going into the 2019
campaign, the Panthers lost
seven graduating seniors
from a year ago. This year,
Miami Trace returns a senior
and key contributor, Isaac
Abare, who will be one of
the team’s singles players,
according to Leach.
The roster consists of 13
players overall this year,
compared to 21 kids last
year.
“Twenty-one is really good
and probably one of the
largest squads in our area,”
Leach said. “We have seven
juniors and a lot of those
kids participated last year.
I had to encourage some of
them to be patient. There are
some kids who have some
athleticism, but they hadn’t
played a lot of tennis. But
I see a lot of improvement
with them. Tennis is a little
bit different than a lot of
the other sports…you’re not
going to have a big crowd
at the game, you get a few
fans, mostly parents, and it’s

2019 MT Boys
Tennis schedule
MARCH

Tues. 26 at Hillsboro
Thurs. 28 vs. Jackson

APRIL

Photos by Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald

Thurs. 4 vs. Chillicothe
Tues. 9 vs. Washington
Thurs. 11 at Unioto
Sat. 13 at Logan Elm Invit.
Wed. 17 vs. Hillsboro
Thurs. 18 at Jackson
Tues. 23 vs. Unioto
Thurs. 25 at Chillicothe
Tues. 30 at Washington

4:30 p.m.
4:30 p.m.

4:30 p.m.
4:30 p.m.
4:30 p.m.
9:30a.m.
4:30 p.m.
4:30 p.m.
4:30 p.m.
4:30 p.m.
4:30 p.m.

2019 MIAMI TRACE TENNIS TEAM — (front, l-r); Brayden Jackson, Lukas
Carter, Devin Riggs, Sebastian Gurruchaga, Austin Musser; (back, l-r); Isaac
Abare, Kody Burns, Rylan Gardner, Jack Ivers, Caleb Perry and head coach
Greg Leach. Not pictured: Jake Harris, Angelo Macioce.

a more laid-back atmosphere.
But it’s a good sport and it’s
something they can play for
the rest of their lives. I’ve
been playing tennis since I
was a little kid. I think it’s
great for these kids to come
out and participate.”
Along with Abare, junior
Devin Riggs will play singles
for the Panthers. Leach said
he’s also looking for some of
the younger players to step
up, such as juniors Jack Ivers,
Caleb Perry, Rylan Gardner
and Kody Burns.
“One of the difficult
things about tennis is you
can only play seven kids at
a time,” Leach said. “We
can have some j-v matches,
but a lot of teams only have
around seven players. We
try to get our players those
extra matches when we can,
sometimes they can play
exhibition matches against
each other. As long as they’re
playing and getting better,
that’s the big thing. Even
in practice, we play a lot of
matches. In tennis, you really
get a chance to earn your
spot.”
The Panther roster also
has three sophomores and
one freshman this year.
“There are some

adjustments we’ll have to
make this year,” Leach said.
“Ideally, it’s nice to be able to
bring some more freshmen
into your program. It’s new
to a lot of these kids and
we don’t have a junior high
program, per se. But it helps
we have tennis courts now
out at the high school, as
opposed to playing at the
country club. That’s a big
plus, and it’s really helped
the program overall here
at Trace. If the weather is
decent at all, we’re going to
be outside.”
Despite a less experienced
team, Leach said he believes
the team can still be very
competitive in the FAC.
“I’m not saying we’re going
to be the best team by any
means, but I think certainly
we can be competitive,” he
said. “I think we have some
athletic kids and I see some
of these kids getting better
in practice every day. I know
Washington Court House
has a real good singles player
in Grant Kuhlwein, and also
Hillsboro has a really good
singles player. (The Hillsboro
kid) is a senior, so that makes
a difference, too.”
In the non-league portion
of the schedule, Leach said

2019 MIAMI TRACE TENNIS SENIOR
— Isaac Abare.

Waverly and Logan Elm both
have very strong programs.
“We’re running into
schools like that as we get
into sectionals,” he said. “We
try to schedule some good
non-league matches so we
can see the different levels of
competition.”
Leach is assisted by his
son, Seth, who has done a
terrific job connecting with
the kids on the team. “He
does a great job for us,”
Leach said.
As for Leach, he said he
really enjoys coaching the
sport of tennis.
“I really do like it, I like
the atmosphere,” he said. “I
really enjoy working with
the kids. We’re just trying
to grow the program here at
Trace.”

Miami Trace Track athletes in action

Noah Wiseman (left) takes off during
a 4 x 200-meter relay exchange,
having received the baton from Cole
Enochs (right) in a meet in 2018. Also
pictured, for Washington, Shlok Shah
(left) and Brandon Underwood (right).

Photos by Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald

Washington Court House’s Premier
Washington Court House’s Premier
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Rehab & Skilled Nursing Centers
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Assisted Living, Rehab & Skilled Nursing Centers

555 N. Glenn Avenue
Washington C.H., OH
740.335.9290
CourtHouseManor.com

555 N. Glenn Avenue
Washington C.H., OH
740.335.9290
CourtHouseManor.com

250 Glenn Avenue
Washington C.H., OH
740.335.6391
StCatherinesCourtHouse.com

250 Glenn Avenue
Washington C.H., OH
740-335-6391
StCatherinesCourtHouse.com
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Miami Trace won the District
championship in the 4 x 100-meter
relay Saturday, May 19, 2018 at
Washington High School. (l-r);
McKenna Wilson, Isabella Vanover,
Tori Morrison and Macy Creamer.

Wash. Tennis
From page 22

extremely well with the
kids. It’s really nice to have
someone like him on staff.”
Two young ladies —
Rachel Palmer, a sophomore,
and Olivia Wayne, a
freshman — have also joined
the spring tennis team.
“The rule is that because
they both played a sport
in the fall other than girls
tennis, that makes them
eligible to play boys tennis
in the spring,” Phipps said.
“We are very happy to have
them.”
Even in a “reorganizing
year,” Phipps still wants his
team to compete with the
stronger teams, in-league and
out.
“We scheduled Logan Elm,
which is non-league,” he

said. “We’ve tried to schedule
some non-league teams that
are in our sectional, so we
can at least have a look at
them.
“Last season, I knew I
had seven seniors, so I knew
when the season was over
I was going to lose them.
Whereas this year, I’m only
losing two seniors, so we’ll
have a strong nine coming
back for next year. We aren’t
looking past this year at all,
but I know we’ll have some
tough competition in and out
of the league.”
Most exciting to Phipps
is the team’s willingness to
work hard and to learn.
“On weekends, we don’t
normally practice, but they’ve
asked for some extra balls
to go play on their own,” he
said. “As a coach, that means
a lot to me. It’s a great bunch
of kids and I’m happy to
coach them.”

Washington Track
athletes in action

Tabby Woods competes
for the Lady Lion track
team in 2018.
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Photos by Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald

2019 WASHINGTON BLUE LION TENNIS TEAM — (front, l-r); Ty Rose, Ryan
Elrich, Chandler Carr, Shrey Maniya, Olivia Wayne, Josh Cartwright; (back,
l-r); assistant coach Brian Ream, Garrett DeWees, Grant Kuhlwein, Blaise
Tayese, Sam Schroeder, Rachel Palmer and head coach Greg Phipps.

OH-70111638

Connor Lane splashes his way through the water jump in the steeplechase
event April 13, 2018.

BUILD MEANINGFUL RELATIONSHIPS
VALUE EVERYONE’S WORK
HELP EACH OTHER SUCCEED
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TOGETHER WE HAVE PURPOSE

2018

2019

Stk# J8211

Stk# J9197

Jeep Renegade Latitude 4X4

Jeep Cherokee Latitude- 4x4

8 to on!
save
MSRP $28,350
SAVE $5,759

2019

SALE PRICE

$22,591

*

Jeep Compass Sport 4x2

MSRP $29,595
SAVE $5,107

2019

SALE PRICE

$24,488

*

Dodge Journey SE

Stk# J9175

Stk# R9219

is
3 at tche!
pri

10 toon!
save
MSRP $25,835
SAVE $2,575

OH-70111736
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12 toon!
save

SALE PRICE

$23,260*

MSRP $24,490
SAVE $4,064

SALE PRICE

$20,426*

*Price Excluding Tax & Title. Rebates Back to Dealer.
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Ask our sales staff about Nationwide Locator Service For New or Pre-owned Vehicles

1120 Clinton Ave., Washington C.H.
(740) 335-3700 • (937) 584-2889
1-800-928-2872
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SERVICE & PARTS: Mon.- Fri. 8-5
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