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How I thought FFA was going to be
By Sarah Duron-Babb

Proud Supporter of Our Youth in
Fayette County Since 1984.
2019 Ram 1500 Crew

My name is Sarah Duron-Babb and
I am a freshman. When I decided to
take ag, I thought it sounded hard and
complicated. I figured none of the upperclassmen would explain anything to me
or even talk to me.
Fruit sales and Paint the Town Pink
shirt sales were all I was excited for to
be honest. I didn’t think that I knew
much about agriculture, I am just
involved in 4-H.Vo-ag has already given
me a whole new perspective on agriculture. It has given me challenges, just as
any class does, but I have learned that I
know more about agriculture, and continue to learn more each day.
The upperclassmen have offered so
much support by answering my questions and even just being my friends.
This year I didn’t sell as much fruit as
I wanted to, but I’ll strive to do better
next year. So far, the class has been challenging, especially the ag history test.

That test took a lot of studying, thinking
and rememberingk, but I finally did it
and I did better than I ever thought I
would have.
We recited the FFA Creed written
by E.M. Tiffany, which I thoroughly
enjoyed. I enjoyed it so much, I decided
to compete in the contest. I’m nervous
but very excited. I am contemplating
competing in a livestock CDE. Another
thing I love about FFA is the official
dress, I think it is so adorable and well
put together. Women’s Official Dress
consists of the Official FFA Jacket, Scarf,
black nylons, black knee length skirt,
black dress shoes, and white-collared
button up shirt. I am so excited to get
my very own blue corduroy.
Miami Trace has a great FFA program
and I am very grateful that I am an active
member. I may be a fairly new FFA member, but I am happy that I joined and am
excited for what is yet to come. My ag
ed class has impacted my life and how I
think and do things already.

2019 Jeep Wrangler
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At Farm Science Review members stopped and posed in front of the botanical gardens. Pictured are
Cassie Baird, Andrea Robinson, Abbi Pettit, Meri Grace Carson, Abby Riley, and Anita Pursell.

Test drive today!
1120 Clinton Ave., Washington C.H.
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Competing on the national level
By Khenadi Grubb

Submitted photo

An American Degree is one of the highest honors
bestowed upon a member. Members who received
their American Degree were Makayla Eggleton,
Bailey Perrill, Cody Clyburn, Abbie Noble, and
Thomas Bondurant.

What is FFA?
MT FFA Chapter Submission

FFA is a dynamic youth organization
that changes lives and prepares members
for premier leadership, personal growth
and career success through agricultural
education.
FFA develops members’ potential and
helps them discover their talent through
hands-on experiences, which give members the tools to achieve real-world success.
Members are future chemists, veterinarians, government officials, entrepreneurs,
bankers, international business leaders,
teachers and premier professionals in
many career fields.
FFA is a intracurricular student organization for those interested in agriculture
and leadership. It is one of the three components of agricultural education.
The official name of the organization
is the National FFA Organization. The
letters “FFA” stand for Future Farmers of
America. These letters are a part of our
history and our heritage that will never
change.

FFA is not just for students who
want to be production farmers; FFA
also welcomes members who aspire
to careers as teachers, doctors, scientists, business owners and more.
For this reason, the name of the
organization was updated in 1988
after a vote of National FFA Convention delegates to reflect the growing
diversity and new opportunities in
the industry of agriculture.
FFA continues to help the next
generation rise up to meet those
challenges by helping its members
to develop their own unique talents
and explore their interests in a broad
range of agricultural career pathways. So today, we are still the future
farmers of America. But, we are the
future biologists, future chemists,
future veterinarians, future engineers and future entrepreneurs of
America, too.
Today, the National FFA Organization remains committed to the individual student, providing a path to
achievement in premier leadership,
personal growth and career success
through agricultural education. Our
members live the motto Learning
to Do, Doing to Learn, Earning to
Live and Living to Serve. FFA members rise to the challenge of service
embracing members of all walks of
life united through FFA. We Are
FFA.
My name is Khenadi Grubb and
I am a senior this year at Miami
Trace High School. For the past four
years now I have had the honor to
be a part of the Miami Trace FFA
Chapter. I have had many amazing
experiences over these last couple of
years and I have made memories that
will last a lifetime. As my senior year
is flying by and I am looking back
on everything I have accomplished
through FFA, one memory in par-

ticular stands out above all the rest. This
past fall I got the opportunity to travel to
Indianapolis for the 91st National FFA
Convention & Expo, and compete in the
National Parliamentary Procedure Contest. It was such an amazing experience
and I am so grateful that I got the opportunity to compete.
At the end of my junior year my ag
teacher, Mr. Bennett, told me that our
state winning parliamentary procedure
team had a member who was not going
to be able to compete at the national
contest. When we tried out for the team
last year I was just short of making it,
and was placed as an alternate. So the
time had come for me to step up and be
a replacement for the one team member.
We began practices at the very beginning of the school year. Almost every
day I was at school 45 minutes early to
practice along with my other teammates.
We ran meetings, and studied questions,
and did some goal setting. As a team it
was our goal to perform at the national
contest and do the absolute best that we
possibly could. That is exactly what we
ended up doing.
In October, we traveled to Indianapolis, Ind. to compete with 47 other teams
from across the nation. On the day of
the contest, we were placed in a holding room before being introduced to a

large demonstration room with a panel
of judges and a large audience. The contest room was intense, and intimidating.
Every team seemed to be so good, and
I was nervous. We had to go through
three different rounds. The first was the
multiple choice test, then the secretaries’
minutes test. The next day we came back
and actually performed our meeting.
After leaving the meeting room we felt
very confident in our performance. We
didn’t find out till the next day, that we
in fact were not moving on. It was discouraging, but we knew we did the best
we could which was all that mattered.
I am so thankful for this trip because it
truly was one of the most amazing experiences.
By the time we got home, I could
barely remember much about the contest
because I had so much fun just being
there. We met so many students from
across the country, became so close as
a team, and made memories to last a
lifetime. This was what the whole trip
was about, win or lose, we had fun.
We learned new things, became better
people, and better parliamentarians
because of this experience. This is why
I am extremely grateful that I got the
opportunity to compete at the national
level in the FFA Parliamentary Procedure
Contest.
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National FFA Convention is an amazing experience for anyone who can attend. Numerous members
attended this year and enjoyed the trip.
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Fundraisers, work I have done through MT FFA
By Sarah Duron-Babb

Because I am a new member, I have
not had the opportunity to participate
in much, but some things that I have
participated in consist of Adopt A Highway and Paint the Town Pink. Adopt-aHighway is a community service project
where you claim a highway, and clean
it. It is always your job to keep it clean
and pick up all the trash that comes from
people’s vehicles. There were a lot that
participated in the event.
Adopt A Highway was not a very long
or complicated process, and it gave me
confidence because I was helping out
my community and my FFA chapter.
Another thing I did was a fundraiser
called Paint the Town Pink. Paint The
Town Pink is a fundraiser that raises
money for breast cancer awareness with
profits going to Fayette County Memorial Hospital for breast cancer treatment

by selling t-shirts.
While we were having a chapter meeting, a nurse came in and talked to us all
about the fundraiser and about breast
cancer as well. She told us about where
all the money will go, she talked to us
about stages and different types of treatments as well. It was meaningful to me
that someone came out to inform us on
what we are selling and where all the
money would go. It was a great opportunity to help a cause that needs a lot of
help.

Submitted photo

Members and Officers received an award on behalf
of the chapter for being one of the ‘Top Ten’ in the
selling of Yummers’ BBQ Sauce. Pictured are Dylan
Lovett, Maddi Wallace, Rebecca Heckathorn, Abbi
Pettit, Meri Grace Carson, and Khenadi Grubb.
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What FFA means to me
By Reagan Ivers

My name is Reagan Ivers and
I am going to talk about my first
year in FFA. I have learned so many
things so far and I have much more
to learn. I have also participated in
many events as well. I participated
in Paint the Town Pink sales, Operation Christmas Child, FFA Fruit
sales, and various community service
projects. In FFA, you not only learn
about the agriculture industry, but
also you gain public speaking skills,
learn safety procedures for in and
out of the classroom, and so much
more.
When scheduling classes, I was
hesitant about signing up for Vo-Ag,
but now that I am in the AFNR class

I do not regret signing up for it one bit.
I have made so many new friends since I
joined FFA and it has gotten me outside
of my comfort zone with public speaking.
What I enjoy most about this class is that
since there are so many topics that we
cover within the first year, it is almost
guaranteed that there will be something
taught that you are interested in. My
favorite topic that we have covered thus
far is the history of agriculture.
I also enjoyed participating in our
fundraising events, particularly the fruit
sale. I am also currently preparing for
the Agriscience Fair, held annually at the
Ohio FFA Convention in May, which is
something I am really enjoying. Overall,
there are many things I can say about my
first year in Vo-Ag, but in summary, I am
glad that I decided to take this class.

AGRICULTURE
IS THE BACKBONE

of our community and our country...
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Experience is key to ensuring future educators
By Lahni Stachler, Kaitlynn Hodge-Brady
& Allison Crouch

Miami Trace/Great Oaks Agricultural
Education Department is fortunate to
have over 200 students enrolled and
three ag ed instructors. We offer classes
in plant and animal sciences, introduction to agriculture, shop and farm
mechanics, and an eighth grade intro
class. We are in a prime location to be
able to offer our teachers, classrooms
and program to college pre-service agricultural education majors at prime Ohio
colleges/universities.
Each year, our program invites students from Wilmington College to conduct their student teaching internships
and early field placements here with us.
At this time, we are fortunate to have
two student teachers and two Early Field
Experience students shadowing our
program. We would like to introduce and
welcome our two current student teachers—Kaitlynn Hodge-Brady and Allison
Crouch.
Miss Kaitlynn Hodge-Brady is currently student teaching with Mrs.
Amanda Swigert. Miss Brady is a senior
at Wilmington College pursuing degrees
in 7-12 education and agriculture. She
grew up on a hardwood timber and beef
cattle breeding operation in Cambridge,
Ohio. In high school, she attended MidEast Career and Technology Center for

Submitted photo

Farm to Fork is an annual event the Miami Trace
FFA Chapter helps out with in cooperation with the
Farm Bureau. Members who helped serve and clean
up this year were Tyler Cummings, Regan Hagler,
Aubrey McCoy, Abbi Pettit, Lahni Stachler, Morgan
Eggleton, Aubrey Schwartz, and Meri Grace Carson.

the Natural Resources and Conservation
Program. In high school, Miss Brady
served one term as FFA sentinel and
one term as president. She is currently
active on Wilmington College’s campus
with the equestrian team where she
rides on both the English and Western
teams. When asked what made her want
to teach agriculture she responded that,
“Agriculture has always been part of my
life. I developed my love for farming
by riding around with my grandpa and
doing chores on the farm while listening
to his endless stories. I always knew I

wanted to teach and when it came time
to choose a career path, I decided to
combine two passions of mine so that
I can help guide the next generation of
agriculture professionals.”
Miss Allison Crouch is currently completing her student teaching experience
with Mr. Bruce Bennett. Miss Crouch is
a senior at Wilmington College majoring
in agriculture education and agronomy.
She grew up in Cherry Valley, Ohio, in
Ashtabula County. She and her family
run an aquaculture facility where they
raise Yellow Perch, Largemouth Bass,
Smallmouth Bass, and various breeds
of Bluegill. She also assists her grandparents in the production of their small
grain farm where they produce corn
and soybeans. Along with aquaculture,
the family farm also produces a large
stand of Timothy hay during the summer months. Miss Crouch attended
Pymatuning Valley High School where
she served two terms as FFA secretary
and one as student advisor. She received
her American FFA degree in 2016. On
campus at Wilmington College, Miss
Crouch is involved in the Wilmington
College Aggies Club, Collegiate 4-H, and
the Collegiate Farm Bureau. When asked
what made her want to teach agriculture,
she replied that, “Since I was 5-yearsold, I knew I wanted to teach, and I also
enjoyed my life of farming. Knowing
that, I decided to combine two of my

passions to educate the future generations on the importance of agriculture.”
The Wilmington College Student
Teaching program is a 15-week on-site
experience with an agricultural educator, who has taught a minimum of three
years. The program is designed to give
pre-service teachers an opportunity to
work with students, parents, administration and community members. Student
teachers will plan and teach lessons for
multiple courses, as well as assess and
reflect on student learning and lesson
delivery. Students teachers complete this
experience during their senior year of
college.
The Wilmington College Early Field
Placement program is a 10-week on-site
experience for a minimum of 50 hours.
Early Field Placement students are partnered with an agricultural educator who
has taught a minimum of three years.
The program is designed to give college
students an opportunity to observe and
participate in student-teacher interactions and classroom management, as
well as evaluate effective teaching and
learning styles that affect learning.
Students complete three Early Field
Placement observations during their
sophomore and junior years of college.
Currently, pre-service educators Sara
Pope and Matt Younker are conducting
their Early Field Placement with Ms.
Wendi Mizer Stachler.

1020 Leesburg Avenue
Ohio 43160
740.335.8030 •FAX 740.335.9335
740-335-8030 • FAX 740-335-9335
1020
Leesburg Avenue C.H.,
Washington
Washington C.H., Ohio 43160

Show Feeds... Done Rite!
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Washington C.H., OH 43160
Phones/Fax: 740-335-4311
1-800-360-3510

40958257

OH-70105675

McDonald & Son Inc.
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My supervised agricultural experience was a productive one
In the fall of 2015, I started my
freshman year at Miami Trace High
School and wanted to be involved in
the Ag Ed program and FFA. I decided
that my first Supervised Agricultural
Experience (SAE) project was going to
be the five beef feeder calves I purchased
in April 2015. My plan was to run
them out on pasture for the summer.
I also learned to keep records on my
beef feeders by using an online record
keeping system called the Agriculture
Experience Tracker (AET).
Our FFA chapter uses this program so
that all of the students can monitor the
income, expenses and hours invested
in each of their SAE projects and FFA
experiences. We can also log time that
you have worked either with FFA or
outside of FFA. We can also enter our
financial records and track profit/loss,
and expenses and incomes. Over the
last three years, I have added many new
SAE projects, including cash crops and a
couple regular paying jobs.
In the winter of my sophomore year
(2016-2017), I rented a 25-acre field
from the state with financial help from
my father. That winter and spring, I had
a lot of expenses that I had to record,
and I used AET to easily track time and
expenses and to keep running totals.
That winter, I chisel plowed and applied
dry fertilizer, and those were two pretty

Wilmington
937-382-2566
WCH
740-335-4401
Morrow
513-899-0304

The Plains
740-797-3032
South
Bloomfield
740-983-8900

big expenses. Then that spring, I had
joined the FFA Agronomy CDE team
and was very excited to learn about
soils, nutrients in the soil, insects and
weed and crop seeds and identification.
I walked my field multiple times before
I had it sprayed to see what weeds,
insects and diseases were present that
might affect my crop yield. That saved
me money because I discovered that I
did not need to apply certain chemicals
and others at a lower rate. I harvested
my corn that fall, worked the ground and
planted beans the following year.
In the winter of 2017, I pulled my dad’s
old sprayer out of the barn that was
from the 1970s or 1980s. At first, dad
was not quite on-board with me trying
to rebuild this old sprayer that he used
20 years ago and use it to spray my own
acres that were alongside his crop acres.
Eventually, he supported me the whole
way and I was excited to take on this
project and show my dad that I could
do this. I completely disassembled the
sprayer, bought a new pump, and put all
new hoses and plastic fittings on, along
with some newer technology that helped
with more accurate spraying rates. I
sprayed a little bit of corn and beans,
but not all of his since it was later in the
summer, and I sprayed my beans once
with it. In July, I upgraded sprayers and
bought a bigger and better one from a
family friend. I got all the electronics
hooked up on one of our tractors and

even bought a GPS guidance system.
I sprayed my 25 acres of soybeans,
as well as about 200 acres of custom
spraying for our neighbors. I have been
very pleased with the sprayer so far
and have really enjoyed learning about
agronomics and custom applications as a
business.
In the summer of 2017, I again pulled
one of dad’s old pieces of equipment
out of the barn—the hay baler. This
baler had not been used in probably
seven years, but it was still in very good
working order. That summer, I baled
about 10 acres of hay with help from my
neighbor who mowed and raked the hay,
and my father and sister who helped run
the baler and stack it in a barn. This past
summer, I baled about 35 acres of grass
hay and have expanded to hauling and
selling hay to cattle farmers and horse
facilities in neighboring counties, along
with selling to people all around Fayette
County.
One of my ag teachers at Miami Trace,
Mr. Bennett, has been very helpful with
the baling that I have done and plan to
do. He has given me advice and shared
with me helpful hints that he learned
baling hay and straw and being around
it his whole life. I have one particular
memory that will stick with me my
entire life; Mr. Bennett gave me an old
hay mower that he used to use. When I
asked him about it and wanted to come
look at it, he kept saying, “Pursell, it’s

awful rough. It’s mowed lots of hay,
and it’s about wore out.” I kept telling
him that I pretty much figured that was
the way it was going to look, but I also
reminded him that I was not able to
start at the top, and I did not have the
money to buy a new hay mower. By this
time in August 2018, I had also taken
on a full-time agriculture placement job
with Miller Farms in Fayette County.
Although I wish I could do all these
things that I love with farming, I am
finding it a little hard to run my own
business and farm, finish high school,
and also work a full-time job on another
farm.
Over the past four years in high
school and in FFA, I have completed
various SAE projects and started new
adventures towards growing my own
business and farm. I have my ag teachers
at Miami Trace to thank for helping me
keep financial records and also earn my
FFA state degree, and hopefully move
onto an American degree in the future.
All of these projects I have had and
still have I have learned so much about
the project itself, whether it is raising
corn and soybeans, spraying, baling hay
and a few others that I didn’t mention.
I have also learned about financial
responsibility, mostly though my father,
listening to his experience about when
he was starting his own farm working
from the ground and still working his
way up.

BUCKLEY BROS. INC
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Miami Trace/Great Oaks attends 90th state FFA Convention
FFA Chapter submission

On May 3 and 4, the Miami Trace
FFA Chapter attended the State FFA
Convention held at the Ohio State Expo
Center. The chapter attended convention sessions, attended a career/trade
show and listened to four guest speakers,
Gian Paul Gonzales, Eddie George, Greg
Ibach and Erica Baier, National FFA vice
president. These speakers entertained
the crowd and gave inspiring messages
that helped improve members’ leadership
skills.
In addition to gaining valuable leadership and career skills, the Miami Trace
FFA Chapter was fortunate enough to
receive several awards and recognitions.
Haylee Anders, Grant DeBruin, Taylor
Moore and Lydia Zwoll represented our
chapter in the State FFA Chorus. In the
State FFA Band, representatives were
Blake Bradshaw, Grant DeBruin, Lahni
Stachler, Quinton Waits and Victoria
Waits.
Miami Trace excelled this year in
State Career Development Events and
Proficiency Awards. We had three statewinning Career Development Event
teams this year. The Advanced Parliamentary Procedure team was recognized
for winning state. The team consists of
Garrett Hagler, Meri Grace Carson, Abbi
Pettit, Adam Ginn, Aubrey Schwartz and
Kylie Pettit. These members will compete at the national level in October in

Submitted photo

Ten members received their State Degrees at the 2018 State Convention. Members who received their
State Degrees were Seth Simonson, Trevor Pursell, Preston Huff, Cole Karnes, Maddi Wallace, Andrea
Robinson, Abbi Pettit, Tori Evans, Meri Grace Carson, and Ryan Arledge.

Novice Parliamentary Procedure is always a
competitive field across the state of Ohio. This
year our novice team included Bryce Bennett,
Abby Brandt, Blayne Ferguson, Libby Aleshire,
Connor Collins, Weston Pettit, Lexi Hagler, and
Dylan Farley.

Indianapolis, Ind. The following eighth
graders were recognized for winning the
state Middle School Poultry Evaluation
contest as well as Middle School Dairy
Cattle Evaluation; Libby Aleshire, Bryce
Bennett, Drew Black and Connor Collins.
FFA Proficiency awards are based on
a student’s level of dedication to their
individual supervised agricultural experiences. This year four members were
honored as finalists in their respective
divisions. In Swine Production- Entrepreneurship, Meri Grace Carson was
named second place in the state. Rebecca Heckathorn was also named state
runner-up in the area of Agricultural
Sales-Placement. Garrett Hagler, 2018
graduate, was named the state winner in
the Beef Production-Entrepreneurship
for his SAE of owning and operating a
small cow/calf herd on his family’s farm.

Trevor Pursell, Andrea Robinson, Seth
Simonson and Madison Wallace.
Other awards included officers who
received Gold Star ratings on their
officer books. Meri Grace Carson and
Abbi Pettit received the reporter’s book
gold pin, and Tori Evans received the
treasurer’s book gold pin. Also, Khenadi
Grubb received a silver rating for her
Agriscience Fair Project.
As a chapter, Miami Trace FFA
received a gold rating in the state, was
named a Top 10 Chapter in Ohio and
was a finalist in all three areas of the
National Chapter Application: Strengthening Agriculture, Building Communities and Growing Leaders. These honors
were based on the chapter program of
activities that are carried out each year.
The Miami Trace FFA Chapter would
like to congratulate all members for their
hard work.

Submitted photo

Todd Peterson, graduate of Miami
Trace, was named the Ohio Star Farmer
and the state winner in the area of Diversified Grain Production, Entrepreneurship proficiency area. These awards were
based on Todd’s outstanding supervised
agricultural experience (SAE), where he
owns and rents over 300 acres of corn,
soybean and wheat production. Todd
will represent Ohio at the National FFA
Convention in October.
Receiving the State FFA Degree is the
highest honor the Ohio FFA Association
can bestow on its members. This gold
charm of the State FFA Degree is given
to members that excel in leadership,
academics, community service and their
FFA endeavors.
This year Miami Trace received this
degree. Those members were Ryan
Arledge, Meri Grace Carson, Tori Evans,
Preston Huff, Cole Karnes, Abbi Pettit,
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Making memories at FFA Camp
By Morgan Eggleton

Members have an opportunity to
attend Ohio FFA Camp each summer with several other students and
FFA chapters from across the state.
FFA members have the opportunity to
attend camp up to five years beginning
when they are an eighth grade member
through their first summer following
graduation from high school. At camp,
members meet and make friends from
other chapters, participate in various
activities, discover new information
about themselves, and make unforgettable memories.
There is something for everyone to
learn and do throughout the week. Freshmen have the opportunity to learn more
about the FFA, while sophomores touch
on what they can do to impact their
chapter and community, and junior members learn about agricultural careers and
colleges. As a senior or recent graduate,
these members have the opportunity to
focus on preparing for college and learning how to stay afloat under the stresses
of life. All of these leadership sessions
are designed and presented by Ohio FFA
State Officers. Members are able to see
the state officers as both a leader and a
“regular” teenager. This past summer,

Submitted photo

FFA Camp is enjoyed by many students who attend. Members are pictured with Ohio FFA President
Kolesen McCoy who will be coming for a chapter visit in the spring.

members even had the pleasure to have
one of the 2017-2018 National FFA Officers attend our camp session, and it was
a joy to learn his story and future plans.
The first day of camp is more relaxed
and focused on getting everyone settled
in. The second through fourth days are
filled with multiple adventures and new
experiences, and plenty of time to get
to know one another. The fifth day is
designed to wrap up the different lessons
and sessions, and to say goodbye to all

DUFF
INSUR
ANCE
C
I

the friends, fun times and new memories
that were created.
Throughout the week, members got
to experience two dances where top hits
and major throwbacks were played. The
dance floor was packed with members
from different chapters, and it was great
that members could have fun and not
care who saw them dancing the night
away. The dances are a time where
students often take time to learn new
dances and have fun laughing with each
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rop nsuranCe

Daryl L. Wait, D.V.M

Mike Duff

335-6161
1974 Columbus Ave. • Washington C.H.
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OH-70106692

OH-70105698

www.fayetteveterinaryhospital.com

740-437-7681 • Fax 740-437-7518
Email: duffinsurance@sbcglobal.net

other; we had 12 members learn how
to swing dance at the last dance of the
week. The state officers join in the fun
by offering members an opportunity to
purchase rubber ducks from the Camp
Canteen—the state officer with the most
rubber duckies collected is drenched in
slushies. All of the proceeds from the
rubber duckies are donated to Children’s
Hospital. We had chapter members who
donated toward Children’s Hospital
because some of them had even been former patients at one time or another.
This past summer, the Miami Trace/
Great Oaks FFA Chapter took 32 members to camp; we had the largest number
of participants from one chapter at
our camp session. Each member was
involved in numerous activities and
gathered countless memories at Ohio
FFA Camp. The bus ride back is full of
laughter, stories and excitement. When
members return to school in the fall, our
advisors hear us telling other members
just how much fun we all had at camp
and that we cannot wait to go back again
next summer. Experiences like these are
just one reason the number continues to
rise of members wanting to go to camp.
We hope to see you join us on the bus to
camp this summer!
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First-annual Miami Trace/Great Oaks FFA Grain Bin Safety Program was a success
By Lahni Stachler

As many in our area may already
know, our school district encompasses
six counties and 401 square miles. Our
community consists of 48 percent rural
population, an average farm size of 423
acres, and more than 92 percent of the
farms operated by a family or individual.
Due to the mere size and scope of our
rural Fayette County, it was determined
that a grain bin safety program be conducted to reduce the number of injuries
and/or deaths in the county. The Miami
Trace/Great Oaks FFA Chapter conducted its first-annual Grain Bin Safety
Program that was held at Miami Trace
High School on Aug. 4, 2018.
Building safer agriculture communities was the focus of the Miami Trace/
Great Oaks FFA Grain Bin and Agriculture Safety Awareness Day. Just as
important was the education and information that passed among the students,
local production agriculturalists, first
responders, and education specialists at
the day’s event. The chapter’s goal was
for participants to learn about common
agriculture safety issues in our community and to be prepared to take personal
responsibility to educate themselves.
This Ag Safety Day included stations
such as fire extinguisher safety and use,
basic first aid/CPR, safety around anhydrous tanks, grain bin safety information
and demonstration, and tactical equipment. Members of MedFlight 9 dropped
in for a visit as well to share information
and to let participants get an up-close
view inside the med-copter. Building
communities, building the future of agriculture!
Many people may not truly grasp
all the dangers associated with grain
bins. However, there are various safety
requirements that should be followed to
ensure that an accident does not happen.
One safety requirement that can prevent
the accident from happening is wearing
a harness. The harness helps to make
sure the person does not start sinking
while in the grain bin or when grain

Submitted photo

The Miami Trace Officer Team bonded at Officer Training at Escape The Room Challenge. This year’s
Officer Team is Cassie Baird, Abbi Pettit, Lahni Stachler, Regan Hagler, Wyatt Atley, Meri Grace Carson,
Luke Anders, Morgan Eggleton, Andrea Robinson, Aubrey McCoy, Anita Pursell, Graham Carson, and Aubrey
Schwartz.

appears to be solid, yet actually has an
open void under the crust or floor of
grain. There could be a chance of finding a weak spot in the top layer which
can then lead to sinking.
Trained first responders were able to
conduct an educational demonstration
of what is involved in a grain bin rescue if one might be needed. While the
demonstration was happening, Fayette
County Jefferson Township Fire Department Chief Aaron Hauer was able to
talk to our Ag Safety Day participants
about steps they could take when working around grain bins. FFA members,
farmers, community residents and first
responders were able to stand shoulderto-shoulder to ask questions and learn
ways to reduce accidents, injuries and
potential fatalities related to grain bins.
Over the past year, our chapter had
applied for and received two grants to
conduct a community safety project
called “Gone in 60 Seconds: Saving Fayette County from Grain Bin Hazards!” In
partnership with the National FFA Foundation, the Tractor Supply Company’s
Grants for Growing program awarded
our chapter two grants totaling $5,500,
and through a partnership with the Ohio
FFA Association, the Ohio Department
of Agriculture’s Agricultural and Rural
Community Outreach Program awarded

our chapter nearly $5,000 to conduct our
safety program.
With these funds, so far we have purchased grain bin safety equipment. The
chapter was able to purchase two grain
rescue tubes (also known as cofferdams),
one grain rescue auger, two rescue harnesses, two rope locking rescue devices,
two 200’ rescue ropes, and multiple locking carabiner clips. We conducted safety
demonstrations at our Fall Harvest Day
at the elementary school and then the
Ag Safety Day in August. With these
educational days, the chapter was able to
hopefully increase the public’s awareness
of grain bin and agriculture production
safety, help reduce the number of farm
accidents around Fayette County, and to
increase access to grain bin safety equipment across the county and surrounding areas. The chapter was honored to
donate all of the grain bin rescue equipment to all of the the Fayette County
fire and rescue and first responders to
be used for safety training and rescue
operations when needed.
The chapter would not have been able
to put on this Agriculture Safety Day
without the assistance of Fayette County’s first responders. Special thanks goes
out to Melissa Havens, Fayette County
EMS, for help organizing this event. Ag
safety stations were presented by the fol-

lowing group presenters/sponsors: basic
first aid/CPR—Todd Monroe, Fayette
County EMS; fire extinguishers—David
Laytart and Nate Laytart, Washington
Court House Fire; anhydrous tanks—
Harold DeSanto, Co-Alliance and Pica-Fay Joint Fire District; Medflight—
Tom Morrison, Lynn Tschiggfrie and
Nathan Kuhlwein, Medflight 9; tactical
equipment—Deputy Brian Crooks and
Deputy Marvin Arnold, Fayette County
Sheriff’s Response Team; tactical and
rescue equipment—Aaron Hauer, Jeff
Warner, Ethan Conn, Devon Jenkins,
Nathan Conn, Allen Nawman, David
Thomas, Bill Gillespie, Wes Wright, and
Jacob Rose, Jefferson Township Fire;
grain CART rescue information and
demonstration—Lisa Pfeifer and Cody
McClain (The Ohio State University
Extension/College of Food, Agricultural
and Environmental Sciences), the Ohio
Fire Academy, Mark Westhoefer and
Cody Westhoefer (Bakersville Volunteer
Fire Department, Coshocton County),
Aaron Hauer, Ethan Conn, Bill Gillespie,
Wes Wright, and Jacob Rose (Jefferson
Township Fire Department).
Supporting materials and services
were provided by the following individuals: Marvin & David Carr Farms, Greg
Pettit and Pettit’s Washington Court
House, Doug Coe, Dan and Johanna
Mizer, Makayla Eggleton, Linda Hamilton and Fayette County American Red
Cross Disaster Relief, Melissa Havens
and Ethan Johnson from Fayette County
Emergency Management Agency, Ashley
Rose and Lisa Peterson from the Fayette
County Farm Bureau, and Great Oaks
Career Campuses. We appreciate all of
these individuals and groups for giving
of their time and talents to help make
our safety day a success.
Chapter Building Communities Officer, Lahni Stachler, Chapter Safety Day
Committee members, and Ms. Stachler
are currently working with members of
Fayette County Farm Bureau to conduct
the second-annual Fayette County Ag
Safety Day later this fall. We hope you
will plan to join us!
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Competing at the highest level
inducted into the American Institute of
Parliamentarians as high schoolers.
This year I had the opportunity to comOur week started out on Tuesday takpete in the FFA Advanced Parliamentary ing three written tests, running meetings,
Procedure Career Development Event
and a lot of reading Robert’s Rules of
(CDE) at the national level with my
Orders. On Wednesday, we completed
teammates. In 2016 and 2017, I competa general knowledge test that was nared at the state level and thought that was rowed down to 30 questions out of a
a big deal—then we went to nationals.
possible 1,000—anyone who scored an
There were around 40 teams at nation80 percent or higher on this test earned
als compared to 20 teams at state, and
a parliamentary accreditation. We also
along with the fact that those 40 teams at completed a reference test that involved
nationals were from all over the country, finding where a given quote was in the
not just some neighboring counties or
Robert’s Rules of Order book. Later we
familiar faces from Ohio.
were able to join the chapter for a session
This past year’s National Convention
and the Garth Brooks concert.
experience was way different than my
On Thursday, after getting back late
first two years that I attended. The Parfrom the concert, we completed our
liamentary Procedure team departed for
parliamentary procedure demonstration
Indianapolis, Indiana a day earlier than
of a meeting, answered oral questions,
the rest of our chapter. Although we had and completed the team task portion of
been studying many mornings leading up the competition. By this time, we felt
to the convention, we continued to study like we did everything that we could to
on the drive out and when we got to Indi- show the judges what we knew about
parliamentary procedure. On Friday, the
anapolis. In fact, we continued to study
chapter members attended the convenup to the last second before we comtion session together, then so students
peted. We also got to experience some
things many people do not get to see and began the trip back to Miami Trace,
while a couple other students and myself
do during their FFA careers. Although
the Parli Pro team had to miss a few con- stayed with one of our advisors until
the National Proficiency Awards were
vention sessions because we were comannounced and presented on stage. We
peting, we also got the honor of being

By Aubrey Schwartz

Submitted photo

This year at National Convention, our Advanced Parliamentary Procedure team competed. Members of
the National team include: Aubrey Schwartz, Morgan Eggleton, Graham Carson, Garrett Hagler, Khenadi
Grubb, and Meri Grace Carson.

mentary Procedure. One of the hardest
parts about working with a team is that
we had to blend all of our strengths,
weaknesses and talents to perform as
one. This was definitely one experience
that I will never forget, and I am forever
thankful for.
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had the opportunity to watch two of our
recent graduate members (Garrett Hagler
and Todd Peterson) win their National
proficiencies.
After putting in so much hard work
from freshman year and on, it was so cool
to see one of the biggest stages of Parlia-
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FFA has an impact in many different ways
FFA has impacted me in so many
different ways that I didn’t think it ever
could. I was introduced to FFA by my
sister, Alexis, when she enrolled her senior
year. My father was also in FFA, but I never
knew that until after I had joined. Once
my sister showed me what I would do and
what opportunities I would have, I made
sure it was on my schedule my freshman
year.
My freshman year was difficult because
adapting and adjusting to high school life
was so different than I thought it would
be. Trying to balance school, sports and
now FFA, surely made a challenge. The
first event I competed in was district soils.
I didn’t really know much about soils, but
it was a great CDE to start with, besides

the fact I wasn’t 100 percent sure what was
going on. But the first real event in FFA
that I participated, and knew a little bit of
what was going on, was the Job Interview
contest. This contest simulates the steps
and gives you experience in what a real job
interview would be like.
Before the contest day, a portfolio is
completed with information about the
job you wish to obtain, and then you fill
out a resume, a job application, and then
complete an interview along with a followup letter. My sister introduced this to me,
but it was really my fellow members that
encouraged me to stick with it for my
third year now. After Job Interview came
the “Super Bowl of CDEs” according to
Mrs. Swigert; that’s Novice Parliamentary
Procedure. I fell in love with parli as soon
as we started. Freshman year we went to

LES • SERVICE

hway 22 NW
H, OH 43160
5-8821

PARTS • SALES
SERVICE

OH-70105682

2312 US Highway 22 NW
Washington CH, OH 43160
740-335-8821

www.baxlatractor.com

state, but didn’t place. Then my sophomore
year, Mr. Bennett became our coach for
the Advanced Parliamentary Procedure
contest. We advanced to state, won, and
this past October competed at nationals.
This event led me to being a part of the
American Institute of Parliamentarians.
In the spring of freshman year, I competed
in the Creed Speaking contest, as well as
taking the Greenhand quiz.
Although Career Development Events
are a great way to impact your life in
FFA, they aren’t the only way. Just being
involved in the chapter can give you so
many opportunities. One chance is the FFA
Fruit and Strawberry Sale. These sales
have given me numerous opportunities
to communicate with others and learn to
take responsibility to make sure that every
customer was satisfied.

Congratulations, FFA

By Aubrey Schwartz

Submitted photo

Aubrey Schwartz, Anita Pursell, Lydia Zwoll,
Haylee Anders, and Lahni Stachler helped out at
Ohio State FFA Convention. The members helped
package meals for a homeless shelter located in
Columbus.

We proudly congratulate our local FFA chapter
on another successful year! We salute the
National FFA Organization for continuing to
make a positive impact in the lives of
our students by developing their leadership
skills through agricultural education.
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