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Great expectations for Lady Lions

By Chris Hoppes
choppes@aimmediamidwest.com

Great Expectations.
A novel by Charles Dickens, 

of course.
But the phrase might also 

apply to the Washington Lady 
Blue Lion basketball team as 
they prepare for the 2018-19 
season.

The Lady Lions return five 
starters and eight players 
with varsity experience from 
a team that finished second in 
the first season of the Frontier 
Athletic Conference with a 
record of 8-2.

Miami Trace blocked the 
Lady Lions from the top spot 
with a pair of wins during the 
season on their way to a third 
consecutive league champion-
ship.

Washington compiled an 
outstanding record of 22-4 on 
their way to a District runner-
up finish in the Division II 
tournament in 2018.

In last season’s tournament, 
Washington began with a 
69-31 win over Hillsboro.

The Lady Lions captured a 
Sectional championship with 
a 54-51 victory over Unioto.

Washington then rolled 
over Vinton County, a team 
that had lost only once during 
the season, 69-53.

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald
2018-19 WASHINGTON LADY BLUE LION VARSITY BASKETBALL TEAM — (seated, l-r); Hannah Haithcock, Maddy 
Jenkins, Kassidy Hines, Bre Taylor, Tabby Woods; (standing, l-r); j-v coach Corey Dye, ball girl Leah Marine. trainer 
Ashley Henry, Abby Tackage, Rayana Burns, Shawna Conger, Halli Wall, head coach Samantha Leach, ball girl Karris 
Dye and assistant varsity coach Mychal Turner.

WASHINGTON 
LADY LION 

ROSTER 
1  Rayana Burns  5-8 Jr.
4  Bre Taylor  5-6 Sr.
5  Kassidy Hines  5-5 Sr.
10  Abby Tackage  5-7 Jr.
20  Tabby Woods  5-6 Sr.
22  Halli Wall  5-5 Jr.
23  Shawna Conger  5-7 Jr.
24  Maddy Jenkins  5-7 Sr.
30  Hannah Haithcock  6-0 Sr.

WASHINGTON GIRLS VARSITY 
BASKETBALL

Fri., Nov. 23  Gary West Memorial  @ Gahanna  3:30 p.m.
 Tip-Off Classic
Tues., Nov. 27  Hillsboro  Home  5:30 p.m.
Thurs., Nov. 29  Circleville  Away  5:30 p.m.
Wed., Dec. 5  Chillicothe  Home  5:30 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 8  Jackson  Home  5:30 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 15  McClain  Away  Noon
Wed., Dec. 19  Lees.  Fairfield  5:30 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 22  Miami Trace  Home  3 p.m.
Wed., Dec. 26  Florida Trip   TBA
Thurs., Dec. 27  Florida Trip   TBA
Fri., Dec. 28  Florida Trip   TBA
Sat., Jan. 5  Unioto  Away  5:30 p.m.
Wed., Jan. 9  Logan Elm  Home  5:30 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 12  Hillsboro  Away  5:30 p.m.
Wed., Jan. 16  Chillicothe  Away  5:30 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 19  Jackson Away  Noon
Mon., Jan. 21  Shawnee  Home  5:30 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 26  Minford  Away  5:30 p.m.
Wed., Jan. 30  McClain  Home  5:30 p.m.
Sat., Feb. 2  Grove City  Home  5:30 p.m.
Wed., Feb. 6  Waverly  Home  5:30 p.m. 
Sat., Feb. 9  Miami Trace  Away  4:30 p.m.
 * Senior Night
Time listed is start time for j-v game

See LADY LIONS |  25
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Lady Panthers’ challenge: find new 
scoring leaders

By Chris Hoppes
choppes@aimmediamidwest.com

It’s not very often that a bas-
ketball program graduates two 
1,000-point career scorers in 
the same season.

However, that is the case for 
the Miami Trace Lady Pan-
thers basketball team as they 
graduated their top two scorers 
in 2018; Tanner Bryant and 
Victoria Fliehman.

That’s a lot of scoring to be 
graduating and that will be the 
challenge for head coach Ben 
Ackley and his staff for 2018-
19, having players who will 
step up and fill those scoring 
roles.

Ackley enters his seventh 
season as head coach of the 
Lady Panthers, after coaching 
the girls’ program at London 
High School for two seasons.

Miami Trace ran the table in 
the first season of the Frontier 
Athletic Conference, going 
10-0. It was the third league 
championship in a row for the 
Lady Panthers as they cap-
tured the last two South Cen-
tral Ohio League titles.

“We were fortunate enough 
to win the gold ball (emblemat-
ic of an undefeated conference 
title) last season,” Ackley said. 

Photos by Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald
2018-19 MIAMI TRACE LADY PANTHERS VARSITY BASKETBALL TEAM — (front, l-r); Lena Steele, Becca Ratliff, Tori 
Evans, Cassidy Lovett, Olivia Wolffe; (back, l-r); head coach Ben Ackley, Delaney Eakins, Grace Bapst, coach Shawn 
Grooms, Aubrey Schwartz, coach Randy Elzey, Magarah Bloom, Aubrey McCoy, scorebook keeper Karl Kellenberger, 
Gracee Stewart, manager Piper Grooms, coach Randy Rodgers, Aubrey Wood and coach Kayla Dettwiller. Not 
pictured: Shay McDonald.

2018-19 MIAMI TRACE LADY PANTHERS JUNIOR-VARSITY BASKETBALL TEAM — (front, l-r); Reagan Barton, Sidney 
Payton, Mallory Pavey, Makayla Barnes, Magarah Bloom, Aubrey McCoy; (back, l-r); coach Kayla Dettwiller, Addy 
Little, Samantha Sever, Lilly Workman, Aubrey Wood, Julianne Stevenson, Libby Aleshire, Emma Pitstick and 
assistant coach Randy Rodgers.See PANTHERS | 27 
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“My goal is always for 
them to gain skill and grow 
in the basketball area,” Har-
ris said. “But it’s also to learn 
life skills; leadership skills, 
discipline. Learning to come 
to practice every day and be 
disciplined.

“My goal is always to have a 
winning season,” Harris said. 

Varsity girls hoops returns to FCS 
following 1-year absence

By Chris Hoppes
choppes@aimmediamidwest.com

Angela Harris is returning 
for her fifth overall season as 
head coach of the girls bas-
ketball program at the Fayette 
Christian School.

“Last year we did not have 
enough girls to have a varsity 
team,” Harris said. “We only 
had a junior high team, so, I 
had seventh and eighth grad-
ers who played for me last 
year.

“Actually, basketball is not 
my sport,” Harris said. “Vol-
leyball is my sport. I played 
volleyball at Appalachian 
Bible College (in Mount 
Hope, West Virginia). They 
needed a coach a few years 
ago and I was the athletic 
director, so I just kind of filled 
in.

“I worked with Coach 
(Gary) Shaffer with elemen-
tary basketball,” Harris said. 
“So, even with my limited bas-
ketball knowledge, I’m better 
than no one. I’m coaching so 
the girls can have a team.”

The Crusaders are mem-
bers of the Buckeye Christian 
School Organization.

“We play teams that are 
very similar to us, with small 
school sizes,” Harris said. 
“Their varsity teams consist 
of seventh through 12th grade 
girls. We are usually decently 
competitive. Last year, with 
our junior high team, we fin-
ished 4-4.

“In the past when I’ve 
coached, we’ve actually came 
in second at a tournament,” 
Harris said. “We’re usually 
pretty competitive.”

There are 11 members of 
the team this season.

The FCS Crusaders have 
three seniors, one junior, no 
sophomores, four freshmen 
and three eighth-graders.

The seniors are Taylor 

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald
2018-19 FAYETTE CHRISTIAN SCHOOL GIRLS BASKETBALL TEAM — (front, l-r); Grace Sheeter, Macie Riley, Taylor 
Brown, Jenna Sams; (back, l-r); head coach Angela Harris, Megan Sheeter, Emily Barker, Letisha Knepp, Katelynn 
Crichton and Makenna Granger. Not pictured: Hannah Fuller and Ryleigh Tooill.

Brown, Macie Riley and Jenna 
Sams.

Grace Sheeter is the team’s 
junior.

Emily Barker, Katelynn 
Crichton, Makenna Granger 
and Megan Sheeter are the 
freshmen, and the eighth-grad-
ers are Hannah Fuller, Letisha 
Knepp and Ryleigh Tooill.

“Taylor has played for me 
for three years in the past,” 
Harris said. “She played at 
Court House public school 
last year, since we didn’t have 
a team here. She played on 
their j-v team last year.

“The other seniors have one 
year of playing experience,” 
Harris said.

FCS GIRLS 
BASKETBALL 

ROSTER
20  Hannah Fuller  8th
1  Letisha Knepp  8th
14  Ryleigh Tooill  8th
12  Emily Barker  Fr.
5  Katelynn Crichton  Fr.
4  Makenna Granger  Fr.
13  Megan Sheeter  Fr.
15  Grace Sheeter  Jr.
2  Taylor Brown  Sr.
10  Macie Riley  Sr.
3  Jenna Sams  Sr.

FCS GIRLS BASKETBALL SCHEDULE
Tues., Dec. 4  Emmanuel  Away  5:30 p.m.
 (Lebanon)
Fri., Jan. 11  Bethel  Away  5 p.m.
Mon., Jan. 14  Emmanuel  Home  6:30 p.m.
 (Lebanon)
Fri., Jan. 18  Wayside  Home  5 p.m.
Tues., Jan. 22  Milford  Away  5 p.m.
Tues., Jan. 29  Hillsboro  Away  5 p.m.
Tues., Feb. 5  Milford  Home  5 p.m.
Fri., Feb. 8  Wayside  Away  5 p.m.
Sat., Feb. 9  Hillsboro Tourn.  Away  TBA
Mon., Feb. 11  East Dayton  Away  5:30 p.m.
Tues., Feb. 12  Hillsboro  Home  5 p.m.
Fri., Feb. 15  Bethel  Home  5 p.m.
Fri., Feb. 22  BCSO Tourn.  Home  TBA
Sat., Feb. 23  BCSO Tourn.  Home  TBA

See FCS GIRLS | 37
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Lady Tigers to compete every night

By Ryan Applegate
rapplegate@aimmediamidwest

The 2017-18 season 
was not kind to the Lady 
Tigers varsity basketball 
team from McClain as they 
struggled to compete in 
many of their games and 
finished the season with 
a 5-17 record overall. In 
2018-19 Head Coach Jarrod 
Haines expects his team to 
compete every night.

“Last year we were very 
young and inexperienced,” 
said Haines. “We struggled 
to compete in many of our 
games. I expect for our kids 
to compete in every game 
[this season] and continue 
to improve.”

McClain will have a ros-
ter that features five seniors 
in Maddy Stegbauer, Bryn 
Karnes, Kelli Uhrig, Macie 
Adams and Liz Kegley that 
Haines expects will perform 
well over the course of the 
2018-19 season.

“Our senior leadership is 
excellent. They know the 
ins and outs of the program 
and are role models for 
every kid in our program. 
They hold high standards 
of hard work and sacrifice,” 
Haines said.

Haines was asked what 
the biggest difference 
would be for his team this 
year compared to last year 
and simply said, “Experi-
ence.”

Haines knows that his 
five seniors will not be able 
to carry the team on their 
own this season and feels 
the experience gained by 
younger players last season 
will be a tremendous boost 
for the team this year.

“We were very inexperi-
enced a year ago,” Haines 
said. “The amount of game 

Ryan Applegate | Hillsboro Times Gazette
The McClain Lady Tigers varsity basketball team and coaches gather in the McClain gymnasium on Monday, Nov. 12 
for a team photo. The Lady Tigers struggled to compete last season but head coach Jarrod Haines is confident that 
will not be the case during the 2018-19 season.

MCCLAIN LADY 
TIGERS

1 Maddy Stegbauer Sr.
2 Cierra Bolender Jr.
5 Brianna Weller So.
14 Jaelyn Pitzer So.
15 Macie Adams Sr.
20 Kelli Uhrig Sr.
22 Josie Crabtree So.
24 Kyla Burchett So.
30 Bryn Karnes Sr.
31 Liz Kegley Sr.
34 Emma Stegbauer So.
45 Raegan White So.

MCCLAIN GIRLS BASKETBALL 
SCHEDULE

Sat., Nov. 24  Westfall  Home  Noon
Fri., Nov. 30  Zane Trace  Away  5 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 1  Jackson  Home  Noon
Wed., Dec. 5  Miami Trace  Away  5:30 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 8  Huntington  Home  Noon
Wed., Dec. 12  Chillicothe  Home  5:30 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 15  Washington  Home  Noon
Wed., Dec. 19  Clinton-Massie  Away  6 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 22  Hillsboro  Away  Noon
Thurs., Dec. 27  Adena  Home  5:30 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 5  Fairfield  Home  Noon
Mon., Jan. 7  Notre Dame  Away  6 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 10  Unioto  Away  5 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 12  Jackson  Away  Noon
Wed., Jan. 16  Miami Trace  Home  5:30 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 19  Chillicothe  Away  Noon
Mon., Jan. 21  Lynchburg-Clay  Away  6 p.m.
Wed., Jan. 23  East Clinton  Home  5:30 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 26  Nelsonville York  Home  Noon
Wed., Jan. 30  Washington  Away  5:30 p.m.
Wed., Feb. 6  Circleville  Away  6 p.m.
Sat., Feb. 9  Hillsboro  Home  Noon

time our younger kids 
received is very valuable.”

The growth of players like 
Emma Stegbauer, Jaelyn 
Pitzer and Kyla Burchett, 
who all played significant 
minutes in the 2017-18 sea-
son, will be a huge factor 
in the success of the Lady 
Tigers this season accord-
ing to coach Haines.

“I think our youth last 
year will be a huge factor 
in our success this season,” 
Haines said. “Our success 
will rely on our ability to 
compete with the top tier 

teams.”
The McClain Ladies were 

led by Maddy Stegbauer 
in the 2017-18 season and 
Haines expects her to play 
a large role for the team 
again this year but he 
knows she can not do it 

alone.
“We are in this together, 

and if we want to be suc-
cessful everyone needs to 
do their job to make that 
happen,” said Haines. 

See TIGERS | 29
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Hillsboro Lady Indians look to 
bounce back

By Ryan Applegate
rapplegate@aimmediamidwest.com

The Lady Indians of Hills-
boro struggled on the court last 
season and finished the season 
well below .500 and sported a 
2-8 record in Frontier Athletic 
Conference play. This season 
they are looking to bounce 
back with an experienced and 
athletic roster.

Head Coach JR Moberly said 
that what his team lacks in size 
they will try to make up for 
with pure athletic ability.

“I think we are pretty athletic 
and I think our kids play really 
hard. We have a fair amount of 
experience but we are still try-
ing to get a ball in their hands 
and get as much experience as 
possible,” said Moberly. “We 
don’t have a lot of size so we 
will try to make up for that 
with our athletic ability and our 
speed.”

Moberly realizes that what 
his teams have done in the past 

Ryan Applegate | Hillsboro Times Gazette
The Hillsboro Lady Indians 2018-19 varsity basketball team gathers in the Hillsboro High School gymnasium for a 
team photo on Friday, Nov. 9. The Lady Indians were 2-8 in the FAC a year ago and will look to improve their standing 
in the conference with a group of returning players that gained experience as underclassman during the 2017-18 
campaign.

HILLSBORO LADY 
INDIANS

5 Kayden Watson 5-6 Jr.
12 Kelsey Burns 5-9 Sr.
13 Kira Watson 5-6 Jr.
14 Josie Hopkins 5-7 Jr.
15 Lana Grover 5-7 Sr.
20 Karleigh Hopkins 5-7 Jr.
25 Jordan Moberly 5-6 Jr.
33 Christine Page 5-6 Jr.
43 Leah Hester 5-7 So.
00 McKenzie Cosby 6-3 Sr.

HILLSBORO GIRLS BASKETBALL 
SCHEDULE 

Mon., Nov. 26  Washington  Away  7 p.m.
Wed., Nov. 28  Fayetteville  Away  7:30 p.m.
Mon., Dec. 3  Batavia  Away  7 p.m.
Wed., Dec. 5  Jackson  Away  7 p.m.
Wed., Dec. 12  Miami Trace  Away  7 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 15  Chillicothe  Home  1:30 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 22  McClain  Home  1:30 p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 27  Paint Valley  Away  7 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 29  Goshen  Home  12:30 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 5  Piketon  Home  5:30 p.m.
Wed., Jan. 9  Milford  Home  7 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 12  Washington  Home  7 p.m.
Wed., Jan. 16  Jackson  Home  7 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 19  Lynchburg-Clay  Home  1:30 p.m.
Mon., Jan. 21  Waverly  Home  7 p.m.
Wed., Jan. 23  Clinton-Massie  Away  7:30 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 26  Miami Trace  Home  7 p.m.
Wed., Jan. 30  Chillicothe  Away  7 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 31  Blanchester  Home  7 p.m.
Sat., Feb. 2  Western Brown  Away  noon
Mon., Feb. 4  Zane Trace  Home  7 p.m.
Sat., Feb. 9  McClain  Away  1:30 p.m.

was not successful but he said 
the team will be doing things in 
a similar way this season with a 
few extra wrinkles thrown in.

“We are going to be in a 
continuation of what we have 

done but we have thrown some 
wrinkles in and changed our 
philosophy with our offense,” 
Moberly said. “We are look-
ing to attack a little more and 
looking to get up and down the 
floor a little more.”

Given the level of talent in 
the FAC Moberly understands 
that it could be challenging for 
his team to push the tempo 
especially against the stronger 
defensive teams in the league.

See INDIANS |  29
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Lady Cavs look to move up in FAC

By Chris Hoppes
choppes@aimmediamidwest.com

Jeremy Beverly returns for 
his second season as head 
coach of the Chillicothe Lady 
Cavaliers basketball team.

Last season, Chillicothe 
went 5-5 in the first season of 
the Frontier Athletic Confer-
ence, placing third.

Miami Trace won the con-
ference at 10-0 and Washing-
ton was second at 8-2.

The Cavaliers went 8-14 
last season, falling in the first 
round of the Division II tour-
nament to Circleville, 46-36.

One of the main graduates 
from the 2017-18 Chillicothe 
team is Shawnee Smith, a 
four-year starter who finished 
her career as a member of 
the 1,000-point club.

“She was All-Ohio her 
sophomore year,” Beverly 
said. “She had a rough senior 
year.”

Chillicothe has three 
returning starters from last 
season: Shawnice Smith, 
McKenzie Greene and Meli-
ah Johnson and a total of six 
letter-winners.

Beverly gave his thoughts 
on the competition in the 
FAC for the upcoming sea-
son.

“Miami Trace is going to 
be loaded,” Beverly said. 
“They lost some girls there.”

Notably, Miami Trace grad-
uated two 1,000-point scorers 
in Tanner Bryant, last year’s 
Player of the Year in the FAC 
and Victoria Fliehman.

“They’ve got a good group 
coming back, including 
(Shay) McDonald and (Cas-
sidy) Lovett,” Beverly said. 
“I’ve heard they have a trans-
fer coming in. They’re always 
going to be good. Ben (head 
coach Ackley) does a great 
job with those girls.

“Court House is going 

CHILLICOTHE GIRLS BASKETBALL 
SCHEDULE

Fri., Nov. 23  Circleville  Home  7 p.m. 
Mon., Nov. 26  Vinton Co.  Home  7 p.m.
Tues., Nov. 27  Logan Elm  Home  7 p.m.
Wed., Nov. 28  Kettering Alter  Away  7:30 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 1  Miami Trace  Home  7 p.m.
Wed., Dec. 5  Washington  Away  7 p.m.
Wed., Dec. 12  McClain  Away  7 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 15  Hillsboro  Away  1:30 p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 20  Ironton  Home  7:30 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 22  Jackson  Home  2:30 p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 27  Watterson Tourn.  Away  1:30 p.m.
Fri., Dec. 28  Watterson Tourn.  Away  1:30 p.m.
Mon., Jan. 7  Waverly  Home  7 p.m.
Wed., Jan. 9  Logan  Home  7:30 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 12  Miami Trace  Away  7 p.m.
Wed., Jan. 16  Washington  Home  7 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 19  McClain  Home  7 p.m.
Fri., Jan. 25  Hathaway Brown  Away  7 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 26  Cleve. Shaw  Away  1:30 p.m.
Wed., Jan. 30  Hillsboro  Home  7 p.m.
Sat., Feb. 2  Dublin Scioto  Away  7 p.m.
Sat., Feb. 9  Jackson  Away  2:30 p.m.

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald
2018-19 CHILLICOTHE LADY CAVALIERS VARSITY BASKETBALL TEAM — (seated, l-r); Aries Barnes, Hayden Price, 
Meliah Johnson, Emma Ward, Julia Hall; (standing, l-r); Noah Godsey, assistant varsity coach; Makenzie Greene, Zoe 
Ford, Alysia Cunningham, Shawnice Smith, Olivia Johnson, Jeremy Beverly, head coach and Justin Lowery, team 
manager.

CHILLICOTHE 
GIRLS 

BASKETBALL 
ROSTER

2 Zoe Ford Jr.
3 Makenzie Greene Jr.
5 Julia Hall Jr.
12 Emma Ward Sr.
15 Aries Barnes Jr.
21 Alysia Cunningham Jr.
22 Shawnice Smith Jr.
23 Hayden Price Sr.
32 Meliah Johnson Sr.
35 Olivia Johnson So.

to be strong,” Beverly said. 
“They have everybody com-
ing back. They have (Han-
nah) Haithcock and (Rayana) 
Burns and all of those girls. 
They are going to be a real 
good team this year.

“McClain will be a lot 
better,” Beverly said. “They 
were very young last year. 
Coach (Jarrod) Haines did a 
good job getting them ready. 
They’ll be better than last 
year with a year of experi-

ence.
“Hillsboro, they lost 

some seniors,” Beverly said. 
“They’ll be very young, also, 
coming into this season.

“Jackson will be very 
young,” Beverly said. 

“They lost their star player, 
(Rebekah) Green. They’re 
going to be looking for some-
one to pick up the scoring 
slack for them. She did all 

See LADY CAVS |  38



2018-2019 • W
IN

TER SPO
RTS O

UTLO
O

K
   9

Jackson short on experience for 2018-19

By Chris Hoppes
choppes@aimmediamidwest.com

Matt Walburn returns for 
the seventh season as head 
coach of the Jackson High 

Photo by Paul Boggs
2018-19 JACKSON GIRLS BASKETBALL TEAM — (front, l-r); Raegan Hall, Emma Stroth, Gracie Walburn, Kaitlyn Kight 
and Kylee Bako; (middle, l-r); Gabby Webb, Katelyn Webb, Lauren Elliott, Olivia Kennedy and assistant coach Rich 
Hughes; (back, l-r); head coach Matt Walburn, assistant coach Monte Gilliland, Elizabeth Perry, Taylor Evans, Maycee 
Burnside and assistant coach Tyler Jeffers. Not pictured: Bronwyn Nelson.

JACKSON 
IRONLADIES 

ROSTER
12 Gracie Walburn 5-9 Sr.
5 Emma Stroth 5-0 Sr.
50 Kaitlyn Kight 5-4 Sr.
15 Raegan hall 5-7 Jr.
30 Bronwyn Nelson 5-7 Jr.
00 Kylee Bako 5-8 Jr.
24 Taylor Evans 5-11 So.
20 Maycee Burnside 5-8 So.
23 Elizabeth Perry 5-6 So.
3 Katelyn Webb 5-0 Fr.
21 Lauren Elliott 5-2 Fr.
4 Olivia Kennedy 5-5 Fr.
Gabby Webb 5-0 Fr.

JACKSON GIRLS BASKETBALL SCHEDULE 
Thurs., Nov. 29  River Valley  Away  6 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 1  McClain  Away  noon
Wed., Dec. 5  Hillsboro  Home  5:30 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 8  Washington  Away  5:30 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 15  Miami Trace  Away  5:30 p.m.
Mon., Dec. 17  Crooksville  Home  5:30 p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 20  Coal Grove  Home  5:30 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 22  Chillicothe  Away  2:30 p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 27  Unioto  Away  6 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 29  Minford  Home  5:30 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 5  Nelsonville York  Home  5:30 p.m.
Mon., Jan. 7  Alexander  Home  5:30 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 12  McClain  Home  Noon
Mon., Jan. 14  Waverly  Away  6 p.m.
Wed., Jan. 16  Hillsboro  Away  5:30 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 19  Washington  Home  1:30 p.m.
Mon., Jan. 21  Vinton County  Away  6 p.m.
Wed., Jan. 23  Wellston  Home  5:30 p.m.
Wed., Jan. 30  Miami Trace  Home  5:30 p.m.
Sat., Feb. 2  Bethel Tate  Away  noon
Sat., Feb. 9  Chillicothe  Home  1 p.m.
TBD  Athens  Away  TBD

School Ironladies basketball 
program. It is Walburn’s 
ninth season overall with 
the program. He was 
previously the j-v coach for 
two years.

“We graduated six seniors 
off last year’s team,” 
Walburn said. “We started 
four seniors last year. 
Rebekah Green (one of the 
seniors) scored over 1,600 
points. She broke her leg 
half-way through the season 
last year or she probably 
would have scored 2,000 
points.”

Jackson’s numbers are 
not where Walburn would 
like them to be, with just 13 

girls in grades 9-12.
“My team is going to split 

a lot of time,” Walburn said. 
“It’s just the numbers are 
kind of down.”

Jackson has three seniors 
this year in Gracie Walburn, 
Emma Stroth and Kaitlyn 
Kight.

“Emma didn’t play last 
year,” Walburn said. “She 
came back to play this year. 
My daughter and Kaitlyn, 
they split time between j-v 
and varsity last year.”

There are three juniors 
on the team: Raegan Hall, 
Bronwyn Nelson and Kylee 
Bako.

See IRONLADIES |  38

If you are looking for 
professional automotive 

service and repair, 
choose

2247 U.S. Rt. 22 SW
Washington C.H.

• Service & Repair all makes and models 
• ASE Master Technicians 
• Factory Diagnostic OEM Equipment 
• 24 Month/24,000 Mile Warranty 

• Convenience
• FREE Shuttle Service as well 
   as Pickup and Delivery 

740-335-2000

• Service & Repair all makes and models 
• ASE Master Technicians 
• Factory Diagnostic OEM Equipment 
• 24 Month/24,000 Mile Warranty 

The Only

In
Washington C.H.www.jimvandyke.com
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� e sta�  and students of 
Miami Trace wish all teams
a successful winter season.

Go Panthers!
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Scott new Blue Lion basketball coach

By Chris Hoppes
choppes@aimmediamidwest.com

When Washington’s new 
boys varsity basketball coach, 
Connor Scott, walks by the 
gymnasium at the high school, 
he can’t help but notice the 
two jerseys belonging to Jeff 
Shaw and Travis Shaw, two 
major league baseball players 
who once walked the halls of 
the former Washington High 
School building.

He further can’t help but 
notice the jersey commemorat-
ing former head coach Gary 
Shaffer’s 600th career win, 
which came a few seasons back 
at Washington High.

It’s an imposing legacy for 
the 26-year-old Scott, who 
takes over the Blue Lion pro-
gram after Shannon Bartruff 
coached the team for the past 
seven seasons.

Washington fell to 3-18 last 
season, but that’s only water 
under the bridge now for 
Scott.

Scott is a 2015 graduate of 
Cedarville University where he 
played basketball and soccer 
for the Yellow Jackets.

The Washington Blue Lions 
will be the first team for which 
Scott has been the head coach.

“I started at Chillicothe,” 
Scott said. “I coached the 
freshman team that first year 
with coach (Eric) Huffer. My 
second year, I was moved to 
the j-v team and I also coached 
soccer.

“My third year, I was given 
the chance to work at my Alma 
mater, which is South Webster 
High School, which is the 
Jeeps, down in southern Ohio,” 
Scott said. “I was able to be the 
assistant coach last year under 
head coach Brenton Cole.

“I always knew I wanted to 
be a head coach,” Scott said. 
“This year I interviewed at 

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald
2018-19 WASHINGTON BLUE LION VARSITY BASKETBALL TEAM — (seated, l-r); Omar Porter, Blaise Tayese, Evan 
Upthegrove, Ross Matthews, Dillon Steward, Richard Burns; (standing, l-r); athletic trainer Ashley Henry, coach 
Cameron Pavey, Miguel O’Flaherty, Drew Moats, Trevor Rarick, Levi Ludwick, Garitt Leisure, varsity assistant coach 
Adrian Parks, j-v coach Ty Leach and head coach Connor Scott.

WASHINGTON BOYS VARSITY BASKETBALL
Tues., Dec. 4  Circleville  Home  6 p.m.
Fri., Dec. 7  Hillsboro  Away  6 p.m.
Tues., Dec. 11  Chillicothe  Home  6 p.m.
Fri., Dec. 14  Jackson  Away  6 p.m.
Tues., Dec. 18  McClain  Home  6 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 22  Miami Trace  Home  4:30 p.m.
Fri., Jan. 4  Whiteoak  Home  6 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 5  Shawnee  Away  6 p.m.
Tues., Jan. 8  Adena  Home  6 p.m.
Fri., Jan. 11  Hillsboro  Home  6 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 12  Grandview  Away  6 p.m.
Tues., Jan. 15  Waverly  Home  6 p.m.
Fri., Jan. 18  Chillicothe  Away  6 p.m.
Tues., Jan. 22  Lynchburg-Clay  Home  6 p.m.
Fri., Jan. 25  Jackson  Home  6 p.m.
Tues., Jan. 29  Logan Elm  Home  6 p.m.
Fri., Feb. 1  McClain  Away  6 p.m.
Sat., Feb. 2  Vinton County  Away  6 p.m.
Tues., Feb. 5  Unioto  Away  6 p.m.
Sat., Feb. 9  Miami Trace  Away  6 p.m.
Tues., Feb. 11  Fairfield  Away  6 p.m.
Time listed is start time for j-v game

a couple of places and I fell 
in love with this place right 
away.”

Having been a coach in the 
SCOL during its last two sea-
sons of its most recent incarna-
tion, Scott is not unfamiliar 
with the teams.

“I know coach (Max) Mor-
row from Jackson pretty well,” 
Scott said. “We played him at 
Webster last year.

“Chillicothe went undefeated 
in the conference last year,” 
Scott said. “I think Chillicothe, 
with the way they have their 
program, is not a rebuild, but 
a re-load type of place. I don’t 

really see them taking a step 
down this year.

“When you look at a 6-5 
guard in (junior) Jayvon 
Maughmer, who’s getting 
Division I looks,” Scott said. 
“Tre Beard, who is now taller 
and quicker and can shoot it 
from anywhere. I coached him 
his freshman year and I know 

what he can do. If he keeps 
improving, this year is going to 
be his team.

“Brandon Noel (a junior) is 
about 6-7 or 6-8, he can shoot 
it from anywhere,” Scott said. 
“Chris Postage (a senior) can 
shoot it. And they have some 

See WASHINGTON | 30

WASHINGTON 
BOYS ROSTER

1  Levi Ludwick  5-11 Jr.
2  Dillon Steward  6-0 Sr.
3  Evan Upthegrove  5-11 Sr.
4  Ross Matthews  6-0 Sr.
5  Miguel O’Flaherty  5-9 Jr.
10  Blaise Tayese  6-2 Sr.
11  Garitt Leisure  6-0 Jr.
12  Omar Porter  6-2 Sr.
22  Drew Moats  6-2 Jr.
23  Richard Burns  6-6 Sr.
30  Trevor Rarick  6-5 Jr.
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Cavaliers primed to defend FAC title

By Chris Hoppes
choppes@aimmediamidwest.com

CHILLICOTHE — The 
old adage regarding a 
defending champion in 
sports goes something 
like: they’re the king until 
someone can knock them 
off.

That’s kind of the 
approach some of the 
coaches in the Frontier 
Athletic Conference are 
taking with regard to 
the defending champion 
Chillicothe Cavaliers boys 
basketball team.

Chillicothe ran the FAC 
table in 2017-18, going 10-0 
under the guidance of Eric 
Huffer.

Huffer is now in his sixth 
season as head coach of the 
Cavaliers.

Chillicothe had the Player 
of the Year last year in 
Branden Maughmer.

Now, younger brother 
Jayvon, a junior, who was 
First Team, All-FAC last 
year, is set to lead the Cavs 
as a player in the conference 
some see as a pre-season 
candidate for POTY honors 
this season.

Chillicothe finished 
17-7 overall last year. 
The Cavs went 1-1 in the 

Division I Central District 
tournament.

They first got by 
Olentangy, 86-77, but then 
fell to Hilliard Bradley, 
45-30.

Hilliard Bradley made it 
all the way to the Regional 
finals before losing to 
Pickerington Central, 43-39.

Chillicothe graduated 
seven seniors in 2018: 
Branden Maughmer, Simon 
Roderick, Will Roderick, 
Jason Benson, Jalen Jordan, 
A.J. Corbin and Darius 
Lawson.

“We lost four starters,” 
Huffer said. “Our starter 
back is Jayvon.”

What about the FAC for 
2018-19?

“Jackson returns a pretty 
good core,” Huffer said. “I 
know they lose a few good 
seniors, but Coach (Max) 
Morrow has that program 
really rolling. He’s built it 
back up. They’re going to 
play extremely hard.

“They’re a team that 
will be competing for a 

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald
2018-19 CHILLICOTHE CAVALIERS VARSITY BASKETBALL TEAM — (seated, l-r); Kaiden Riffe, Josh Howard, Kam 
Smith, Tre Beard, Eli Taylor, Vincent Roper; (standing, l-r); Chris Postage, J’Quan Harris, Courtland Duncan, Jayvon 
Maughmer, Brandon Noel, Lucas Crawford, Joel Barnes and head coach Eric Huffer.

CHILLICOTHE 
CAVALIERS

1  Josh Howard  6-0 Sr.
2  Kam Smith  5-10 So.
3  Tre Beard  5-10 Jr.
11  Vincent Roper  6-1 Jr.
13  Chris Postage  6-0 Sr.
14  Courtland Duncan  6-4 Jr.
15  J’Quan Harris  6-2 Sr.
21  Joel Barnes  6-2 So.
24  Brandon Noel  6-7 Jr.
30  Kaiden Riffe  5-10 So.
32  Jayvon Maughmer  6-5 Jr.
35  Eli Taylor  6-0 So.
44  Lucas Crawford  6-5 Jr.

See CAVALIERS | 29
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“I only have one other 
senior on the roster right 
now and that’s Wyatt Cory,” 
Pittser said. “He split time 
between varsity and j-v last 

year. Most of his minutes 
were on the j-v.”

At the time the Record-

Panthers re-booting for 2018-19 season

By Chris Hoppes
choppes@aimmediamidwest.com

Rob Pittser returns for his 
sixth year in a row as the 
head coach of the Miami 
Trace Panthers boys basket-
ball team. It is his 11th over-
all season as the Panthers’ 
head coach.

Last season, Miami Trace 
went 7-3 in the first year of 
the Frontier Athletic Confer-
ence.

The Panthers finished the 
2017-18 season with an over-
all record of 12-12.

In the postseason, Miami 
Trace defeated the McClain 
Tigers for the third time, 
63-39.

In the Sectional champi-
onship, Unioto beat Miami 
Trace, 73-66.

The Sherman Tanks won 
a District championship last 
year, beating Warren and 
then Waverly.

Unioto lost to John Glenn, 
65-29 in the Regional semi-
finals to finish with a record 
of 22-3. John Glenn turned 
around and lost in the 
Regional finals to Meadow-
brook, 36-31.

Meadowbrook, in turn, 
was trounced by Trotwood-
Madison in the State semifi-
nals, 88-42.

Akron St. Vincent-St. 
Mary defeated T-M to win 
the Division II State title, 
60-51.

Miami Trace graduated 
eight seniors in 2018, includ-
ing their two First Team, 
All-FAC selections, Cameron 
Carter and Darby Tyree.

The other six seniors 
were: Dakota Bolton, Brett 
Lewis, Dylan Coe, Adam 
Ginn, Matt Fender and 
Heath Cockerill.

“We are definitely re-boot-
ing, significantly,” Pittser 
said. “Two years before that, 

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald
2018-19 MIAMI TRACE PANTHERS VARSITY BASKETBALL TEAM — (seated, l-r); Cody Brightman, Kyler Conn, Austin 
Mathews, Austin Brown, Cameron Moore, Gabe Arazo; (standing, l-r); j-v coach Jeff Smallwood, assistant varsity 
coach Cory Patton, Dylan Bernard, Logan Rodgers, Trevor Barker, varsity head coach Rob Pittser and freshman coach 
Carlos Roberts.

we had a lot of kids who 
played on the varsity for two 
years in a row, as juniors and 
seniors. This is the first year 
where the bottom has kind 
of fallen out, as far as return-
ers go.

“Austin Brown (a senior) 
would be our only returning 
starter from every game last 
year,” Pittser said. “Austin 
Mathews (another senior) 
would have made a couple 
of starts along the way and 
played a good bit for us in 
our rotation. We played 
about a seven or eight-man 
rotation most nights. See RE-BOOTING | 32 

MIAMI TRACE BOYS VARSITY 
BASKETBALL

Fri., Nov. 30  Circleville  Away  4:45 p.m.
Tues., Dec. 4  Logan Elm  Away  4:45 p.m.
Fri., Dec. 7  Chillicothe  Away  4:45 p.m.
Tues., Dec. 11  McClain  Home  4:45 p.m.
Fri., Dec. 14  Hillsboro  Home  4:45 p.m.
Tues., Dec. 18  Jackson  Home  4:45 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 22  Washington  Away  4:30 p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 27  McDonald’s Tourn.  Home  7:30 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 29  McDonald’s Tourn.  Home  TBA
Wed., Jan. 2  Clinton-Massie  Away  4:30 p.m.
Fri., Jan. 4  Bexley  Home  4:45 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 5  Dayton Stivers  Away  4:30 p.m.
Fri., Jan. 11  Chillicothe  Home  4:45 p.m.
Tues, Jan. 15  Unioto  Home  4:45 p.m.
Fri., Jan. 18  McClain  Away  4:45 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 19  Lynchburg-Clay  Home  4:45 p.m.
Fri., Jan. 25  Hillsboro  Away  4:45 p.m.
Tues., Jan. 29  Wilmington  Away  4:30 p.m.
Fri., Feb. 1  Jackson  Away  4:45 p.m.
Tues., Feb. 5  Vinton County  Home  5 p.m.
Sat., Feb 9  Washington  Home  3 p.m.

Time listed is start time for freshman game with the exception of 
Washington

MIAMI TRACE 
BOYS ROSTER

1  Cameron Moore  6-0 So.
3  Trevor Barker  6-0 Jr.
5  Austin Mathews  5-11 Sr.
11  Dylan Bernard  6-5 So.
20  Gabe Arazo  6-1 Jr.
23  Cody Brightman  5-10 Jr.
30  Kyler Conn  5-10 Jr.
33  Austin Brown  6-3 Sr.
35  Logan Rogers  6-6 So.
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By Chris Hoppes
choppes@aimmediamidwest.com

One of these days, prob-
ably many years from now, 
the members of the Fayette 
Christian School 2018-19 boys 
basketball team will look back 
and marvel at the fact that they 
had a Hall of Fame coach with 
over 600 career wins as their 
very own head coach.

Chances are, there are pre-
cious few 600-win coaches 
around Ohio, or around Amer-
ica, for that matter, coaching 
at private schools the size of 
Fayette Christian.

That’s just a surmise, of 
course, and one can always 
be wrong about such specula-
tions.

Gary Shaffer, the Hall of 
Fame coach in question, has 
taken over as the head basket-
ball coach for the Crusaders 
and will be imparting his 
wealth of basketball knowl-
edge, as well as important life 
lessons to the dozen players on 
his roster.

This year’s team has three 
seniors, four juniors, no 
sophomores, one freshman, 
three eighth-graders and one 
seventh-grader.

Seniors are Michael Miller, 
Samuel Sheeter and Spencer 
Hanusik.

Juniors are Christopher 
Tooill, Nicholas Epifano, Lane 
Hufford and Noah Fuller.

The freshman is Zander 
Ivey.

Eighth-graders are Justin 
Wines, Drew Pontious and 
Nate Crichton.

The seventh-grader is Brady 
Bumpus.

Shaffer retired from coach-
ing the Washington Blue Lion 
varsity boys basketball team in 
2011.

After that, he coached Wash-
ington’s junior high for three 

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald
2018-19 FAYETTE CHRISTIAN SCHOOL BOYS BASKETBALL TEAM — (front, l-r); Seth Thompson, Zander Ivey, Justin 
Wines, Brady Bumpus, Nate Crichton, Jake Crichton; (back, l-r); Samuel Sheeter, Noah Fuller, Spencer Hanusik, 
Nicholas Epifano, Lane Hufford, Drew Pontious, Michael Miller and Christopher Tooill. Not pictured: Olinga Atanga, 
Cade Whitaker, head coach Gary Shaffer and assistant coach Mark Richmond.

Shaffer to coach FCS Crusaders

FCS CRUSADERS BASKETBALL 
SCHEDULE

Tues., Nov. 27  LCCA  Home  5 p.m.
Thurs., Nov. 29  Milford Tourn.  Away  TBA
Fri.,. Nov. 30  Milford Tourn.  Away  TBA
Sat., Dec. 1  Milford Tourn.  Away  TBA
Tues., Dec. 4  Emmanuel  Away  5:30 p.m.
 (Lebanon)
Tues., Dec. 11  Beautiful Savior  Away  5 p.m. *
Mon., Dec. 17  High Street  Home  5 p.m.
Fri., Jan. 11  Bethel  Away  5 p.m.
Mon., Jan. 14  Beautiful Savior  Home  5 p.m. *
Mon., Jan. 14  Emmanuel  Home  6:30 p.m.
 (Lebanon)
Fri., Jan. 18  Wayside  Home  5 p.m.
Tues., Jan. 22  Milford  Away  5 p.m.
Fri., Jan. 25  FCS Tourn.  Home  TBA
Sat., Jan. 26  FCS Tourn.  Home  TBA
Tues., Jan. 29  Hillsboro  Away  5 p.m.
Fri., Feb. 1  LCCA  Away  5 p.m.
Tues., Feb. 5  Milford  Home  5 p.m.
Fri., Feb. 8  Wayside  Away  5 p.m.
Mon., Feb. 11  High Street  Away  5 p.m.
Tues., Feb. 12  Hillsboro  Home  5 p.m.
Fri., Feb. 15  Bethel  Home  5 p.m.
Fri., Feb. 22  BCSO Tourn.  Home  TBA
Sat., Feb. 23  BCSO Tourn.  Home  TBA
* Junior High Boys only

FAYETTE 
CHRISTIAN 

SCHOOL ROSTER
1  Christopher Tooill  Jr.
2  Brady Bumpus  7th
3  Spencer Hanusik  Sr.
4  Zander Ivey  Fr.
5  Michael Miller  Sr.
10  Samuel Sheeter  Sr.
11  Nicholas Epifano  Jr.
12  Lane Hufford  Jr.
13  Justin Wines  8th
14  Noah Fuller  Jr.
15  Drew Pontious  8th
 Nate Crichton  8th

further seasons.
The seniors on Washington’s 

team this year were seventh-
graders, coached by Shaffer.

“This is where I go to 
church,” Shaffer said, speaking 
of Fayette Bible Church. “I’m 
on the school board here.

“The young man that was 
coaching went into the Air 

See CRUSADERS | 33 
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Stewart to lead his Alma Mater, McClain

By Ryan Applegate
rapplegate@aimmediamidwest.com

The 2017-18 McClain 
Tigers finished 3-20 and a fifth 
place finish in the Frontier 
Athletic Conference. Return-
ing varsity lettermen are 
senior forward Devin Carter, 
the team’s leading scorer 
and rebounder; senior point 

Ryan Applegate | Hillsboro Times Gazette
The 2018-19 McClain Tigers varsity basketball team poses for a team photo on Thursday, Nov. 15. The Tigers 
struggled in the 2017-18 season but are expecting to be better this season under the tutelage of Ohio HS Basketball 
Coaches District 14 Hall of Fame Coach and 1975 McClain graduate Joe B. Stewart.

MCCLAIN TIGERS SCHEDULE
Fri., Nov. 30  East Clinton  Away  8:45 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 1  Westfall  @ Z. Trace  1:30 p.m.
Tues., Dec. 4  Lynchburg-Clay  Home  4:45 p.m.
Fri., Dec. 7  Jackson  Home  4:45 p.m.
Tues., Dec. 11  Miami Trace  Away  4:45 p.m.
Fri., Dec. 14  Chillicothe  Home  4:45 p.m.
Tues., Dec. 18  Washington  Away  6 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 22  Hillsboro  Away  3 p.m.
Fri., Dec. 28  Adena  Away  4:45 p.m.
Wed., Jan. 2  Zane Trace  Home  4:45 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 5  Fairfield  Home  3 p.m.
Tues,. Jan. 8  Western Brown  Away  4:30 p.m.
Fri., Jan. 11  Jackson  Away  4:45 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 12  Unioto  Away  5 p.m.
Tues., Jan. 15  Circleville  Home  4:45 p.m.
Fri., Jan. 18  Miami Trace  Home  4:45 p.m.
Tues, Jan. 22  Dayton Carroll  Away  4:30 p.m.
Fri., Jan. 25  Chillicothe  Away  4:45 p.m.
Fri., Feb. 1  Washington  Home  6 p.m.
Tues., Feb. 5  Paint Valley  Home  4:45 p.m.
Sat., Feb. 9  Hillsboro  Home  3 p.m.
Tues., Feb. 12  Piketon  Away  4:45 p.m.

guard Kobe Penwell, senior 
wing Ethan Cockerill, senior 
wing Reece Schleup, junior 
guard Garrison Banks, senior 
forward Zane Mustard, and 
senior guard Trevor Newkirk. 
Junior guard-forward Dalton 
Mischal missed nearly the 
entire season due to injury and 
has yet to return from a week 
9 ankle injury in football.

Newcomers to the squad 
are seniors Patrick Fout, 
center Trevor Tite, Freshman 
guard Bryson Badgley, and 
two juniors; foreign exchange 
student Theo Dehecq, and for-
ward Dakota Pollock, who has 
yet to recover from a football 
shoulder injury.

Ohio HS Basketball Coaches 
District 14 Hall of Fame Coach 
and 1975 McClain graduate 
Joe B. Stewart was hired May 
21 with the hope of rebuilding 
the Tiger program. Stewart 
has achieved 323 lifetime wins 
in rebuilding programs at Pik-
eton, Hillsboro, Chillicothe, 
Edgewood and most recently, 

MCCLAIN TIGERS
10  Kobe Penwell  5-7 Sr.
11  Bryson Badgley  5-10 Fr.
12  Ethan Cockerill  5-9 Sr.
13  Garrison Banks  6-1 Jr.
14  Devin Carter  6-3 Sr.
15  Reece Schluep  5-9 Sr.
20  Patrick Fout  5-10 Sr.
22  Dalton Mischal  6-3 Jr.
23  Trevor Newkirk  5-10 Sr.
24  Theo Dehecq  6-3 Jr.
40  Dakota Pollock  6-2 Jr.
44  Zane Mustard  6-2 Sr.
53  Trevor Tite  6-3 Sr.

Madison Plains where his 
Eagles improved from 3 to 13 
wins, the biggest one season 
improvement in the Central 
District. The Tigers won each 
game in the Highland County 
Shootout and showed dedica-
tion in the summer workout 
period.

Stewart understands that his 
team has a lot of work to do 
to be competitive this season 
but what he has seen in the 
summer and at early season 
practices provides hope for the 
Tigers this season.

“We had a great summer 
with a core group of returning 
players and some newcomers 
working extremely hard to 
get things going in a positive 

See MCCLAIN |  34
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Hillsboro looking for turnaround this 
season

By Ryan Applegate
rapplegate@aimmediamidwest.com

As the 2018-19 high school 
basketball season approaches 
the Hillsboro Indians have 
worked hard to improve on 
a 2017-18 season that ended 
with a 71-39 loss in the Sec-
tional finals against Fairland.

“The biggest thing for us 
last year was staying healthy. 
We had a number of injuries 
last year. Our season got off to 
such a great start and then we 
didn’t stay healthy,” Hillsboro 
Head Coach Bruce Miles said.

“We have to get better 
defensively as we do every 
year. Offensively, taking care 
of the basketball is something 
that we have to improve on 
with our guards taking care of 
it and being patient offensively 
and working the ball side to 
side and working to get the 
best shot,” said Miles.

Hillsboro lost two players 
from the 2017-18 team as 
Phillip MyCroft and Marshall 
Ward graduated this spring.

But the Indians will have 
three returning seniors with 
Mason Swayne, Josh Keets 
and Ethan Watson in the fold 
and one other senior, Jared 
Thompson, returning after not 
playing last season.

Miles said MyCroft and 
Ward will be missed from an 
experience standpoint but he 
expects Swayne, Keets and 
Watson to make up for that.

“Their experience is going 
to be invaluable,” Miles said. 
“Swayne has developed into 
one of our leaders. I have 
seen it in practice, his work 
ethic and what he did over 
the summer to improve. We 
are looking for big things with 
Mason.”

“Watson is more of a scorer 
for us, he guards well but he 
also can put the ball in the 

Photo by Bruce Miles
The Hillsboro Indians varsity basketball team poses for a photo before practice on Tuesday, Nov. 13, at Hillsboro High 
School. The Indians finished the 2017-18 season with a 9-15 record and will be looking to their five seniors to help 
turn things around this year.

HILLSBORO 
INDIANS

Josh Keets  Sr.
Ethan Watson  Sr.
Mason Swayne  Sr.
Reece Bloomfield  Sr.
Jared Thompson  Sr.
Luke Magulac  Jr.
Silas Simmons  Jr.
Gavin Temple  Jr.
Brad Miller  So.
Ryan Scott  So.
Lawton Parry  So.
Jakwon Clark  So.

HILLSBORO BOYS BASKETBALL 
SCHEDULE

Fri., Nov. 30  Wilmington  Home  7:30 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 1  St. Patrick  Home  6:40 p.m.
Tues., Dec. 4  Georgetown  Home  7:30 p.m.
Fri., Dec. 7  Washington  Home  7:30 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 8  Lynchburg-Clay  Home  6 p.m.
Tues., Dec. 11  Jackson Away  7:30 p.m.
Fri., Dec. 14  Miami Trace  Away  7:30 p.m.
Tues., Dec. 18  Fayetteville  Home  7:30 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 22  McClain  Home  6 p.m.
Fri., Dec. 28  Blanchester  Away  7:30 p.m.
Fri., Jan. 4  Eastern Brown  Away 7:30 p.m.
Tues., Jan. 8  Chillicothe  Home  7:30 p.m.
Fri., Jan. 11  Washington  Away  7:30 p.m.
Tues., Jan. 15  Fairfield  Away  7:30 p.m.
Fri., Jan. 18  Jackson  Home  7:30 p.m.
Fri., Jan. 25  Miami Trace  Home  7:30 p.m.
Tues., Jan. 29  Goshen  Home  7:30 p.m.
Fri., Feb. 1  Chillicothe  Away  7:30 p.m.
Sat., Feb. 2  Western Brown  Away  5 p.m.
Tues., Feb. 5  Adena  Home  7:30 p.m.
Sat., Feb. 9  McClain  Away  6 p.m.
Tues., Feb. 12  Paint Valley  Away  7:30 p.m.

basket,” Miles said. “We are 
looking forward to him being 
a consistent scorer for us. He 
has the last two years. Keets 
can be a matchup problem for 
teams because of his size and 
his quickness for how big he is 
and we are looking forward to 
having him back.”

Hillsboro dealt with a 
plethora of injuries last season 
that allowed Miles and his staff 
to elevate some younger play-
ers to the varsity level and give 

them time on the floor, the 
head coach expects that to pay 
dividends for the Indians this 
season.

“Ryan Scott as a freshman 

last year got a ton of minutes 
especially midway through 
the season when we had some 

See HILLSBORO |  34 
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By Chris Hoppes
choppes@aimmediamidwest.com

The Jackson Ironmen var-
sity basketball team finished 
with a record of 7-3 in the 
first season of the Frontier 

Photo by Paul Boggs
2018-19 JACKSON BOYS VARSITY BASKETBALL TEAM — (front, l-r); Matt Humphreys, Nevan Yates, Cooper Donaldson 
and T.J. Burd; (middle, l-r); assistant coach Chris Wallis, assistant coach Dan Fulks, Caleb Wallis, Ethan Green, Griffin 
Brown, Brice Graham and head coach Max Morrow; (back, l-r); assistant coach Jonathan Ervin, Braxton Hammond, 
Treylan Davis, Caden Donaldson, Drew Bragg, Evan Spires and assistant coach Scott Lowe.

Jackson returns 9 letter-winners

Jackson Ironmen 2018-19 
Roster

0  Ethan Green  Jr. 5-10
1  Matt Humpreys  Sr. 6-1
2  Treylan Davis  So. 6-5
3  Caleb Wallis  Jr. 5-7
4  Evan Spiers  Fr. 6-0
5  Drew Bragg  Fr. 6-2
10  Nevin Yates  Sr. 5-11
12  Cooper  Sr. 6-3
 Donaldson
14  Caden  Jr. 6-2
 Donaldson
20  T.J. Burd  Sr. 6-4
21  Braxton  So. 6-3
 Hammond
24  Griffin Brown  Jr. 5-10
25  Brice Graham  Jr. 6-1

JACKSON BASKETBALL SCHEDULE
Fri., Nov. 30  Bloom Carroll  @ ZT Tip-off Classic
Tues., Dec. 4  Wellston  Home
Fri., Dec. 7  McClain  Away
Tues., Dec. 11  Hillsboro  Home
Fri., Dec. 14  Washington  Home
Tues., Dec. 18  Miami Trace  Away
Fri., Dec. 21  Meigs  Away
Sat., Dec. 22  Chillicothe  Away
Fri., Dec. 28  Unioto  Home
Wed., Jan. 2  Minford  Away
Fri., Jan. 4  Vinton County  Home
Fri., Jan. 11  McClain  Home
Sat., Jan. 12  Fairland  @ Chesapeake
Tues., Jan. 15  Wheelersburg  Away
Fri., Jan. 18  Hillsboro  Away
Tues., Jan. 22  River Valley  Away
Fri., Jan. 25  Washington  Away
Fri., Feb. 1  Miami Trace  Home
Sat., Feb. 2  Athens  Away
Tues., Feb. 5  Waverly  Away
Sat., Feb. 9  Chillicothe  Home
Tues., Feb. 12  Alexander  Away

Athletic Conference in 2018.
Max Morrow returns for 

his fourth season as head 
coach and 10th overall at 
Jackson.

Jackson has a roster of 13 
players for the varsity. Nine 

of those players have at least 
one varsity letter.

Junior Caleb Wallis is a 
returning point guard for the 
Ironmen.

“Cooper Donaldson, Mr. 
Do-it-all for us, he plays 
whatever position,” Morrow 
said. “We don’t really put a 
name to his position. He led 
us in rebounding, scoring 
and assists last year.

“He does a nice job for us,” 
Morrow said. “He was an all-
FAC player for us last year.

“Brice Graham and Caden 
Donaldson (both juniors) 
both started certain games 
last year,” Morrow said. 
“Treylan Davis (a sopho-
more) also started at times 
for us.”

Jackson graduated four 
seniors in 2018, including 
First Team, All-FAC selection 
Carson Spohn.

Payton Speakman averaged 
11 points per game for Jack-
son last year.

Kendal Neal and Blake 
Wyatt were the other two 
seniors for the Ironmen.

“The FAC is extremely 
tough in basketball,” Mor-

See JACKSON | 35
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YOUR FAMILY’S SAFETY IS OUR #1 PRIORITY
     We offer complete auto repair and maintenance 
services to keep your car running like new today and 
down the road.
     We hope you never need our collision repair services, but if you 
do, we promise to take great care of you with excellent repair work 
and customer service. Our knowledgeable, certified technicians 
and friendly, professional office staff are at your service.  
     We’re a family-owned business with a reputation  for 
honest work and fair prices. Come see us today for service 
you can trust.
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24-Hr. Towing 740-335-3630

1406 US 22 NW,  
Washington C.H.   
 (740) 335-8344O

H
-7

00
89

49
7

and 

Emergency

Road Service

Over 50 Years of Service 
to Fayette County

BELL’S TOWING
1406 U.S. 22 NW
 Washington C.H.

(740) 335-3630



18
    

20
18

-2
01

9 
• 

W
IN

TE
R 

SP
O

RT
S 

O
UT

LO
O

K 

Ohio Christian Univ
70087078

Baseball • Basketball • Cross Country • Golf • Soccer 
Softball • Tennis • Track & Field • Volleyball

ohiochristian.edu

OHIO CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY

Follow Christ. Lead the Way.

O
H

-7
00

87
07

8



2018-2019 • W
IN

TER SPO
RTS O

UTLO
O

K
   19

Despite youth, high goals remain for MT 
wrestling

By Ryan Carter
rcarter@recordherald.com

Despite entering the 
season with a younger 
team, Miami Trace 
wrestling head coach Ben 
Fondale insists his team can 
still achieve the high goals 
the program sets for itself 
on an annual basis.

In other words, there will 
be no resting on laurels for 
the Panthers.

“You always want to go 
forward,” said Fondale. 
“Our goals are to win 
the league, maybe by 
even more points than 
the previous year. Some 
of the underclassmen, 
they can step up and 
they’re expected to step 
up. Ever since I’ve been 
here — seven years with 
the program and three 
years at the head coach 
level — there has never 
been a mentality to rebuild. 
Obviously some years 
we thought we might be 
stronger than others, but we 
always want to compete. We 
never want to say we are 
young and rebuilding, that’s 
never been the mentality 
since I’ve been here.”

Although youth 
permeates the roster, 
four seniors do return to 
make solid contributions, 
including the Panthers’ one 
State qualifier from last 
year, James Munro. The 
state alternate for Miami 
Trace last year, B.J. Anders, 
graduated.

“James also got fourth at 
Districts,” said Fondale. 
“Our other seniors are Alex 
Boldman, he wrestled a 
lot of junior varsity for us 
last year. He’s been with 
the program about two 
years now. Jotham Lewis, 

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald
2018-19 MIAMI TRACE WRESTLING TEAM — (front, l-r); Joatham Lewis, James Munro, Dylan Arnold; (second row, 
l-r) Storm Duffy, Grant DeBruin, Dawson Wallace, David Tyndall; (third row, l-r); Titus Lehr, Graham Carson, Mcale 
Callahan, Luke Anders, Shane Seymour; (fourth row, l-r); Preston Reed, Weston Melvin, Jesse Benitez, Ashton Curtis, 
Jared Seymour, Devin Seymour; (back, l-r); Zane Brown, Kylan Knapp, Bryce Bennett, Blake Roberts and Weston 
Pettit. Not pictured: Jayden LeBeau, Mychal Rose, Jose Utrera, Alex Boldman, Zach Tinkler, Andrew Amore.

MIAMI TRACE VARSITY WRESTLING
Sat., Dec. 1  Kiwanis Invit  @ Circleville  9 a.m.
Thurs., Dec. 13  Hillsboro  Away  6 p.m.
Fri., Dec. 14  Fricker’s Invit.  Away  2 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 15  Fricker’s Invit.  Away  10 a.m.
Thurs., Dec. 20  Jackson  Home  6 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 3  McClain  Away  6 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 5  Logan Elm Invit.  Away  10 a.m.
Thurs., Jan. 10  Chillicothe  Home  6 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 17  Washington  Home  6 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 19  Ham. Twp. Invit.  Away  TBA
Sat., Jan. 26  McDonald’s Invit.  Home  10 a.m.
Sat., Feb. 9  FAC  @ Chillicothe  10 a.m.

he’s been with the program 
at least six years, since 
I’ve been here. And Dylan 
Arnold, he’s been with the 
program for a long time.”

Fondale praised the 
seniors for their dedication 
and leadership.

“They definitely 
contribute in the wrestling 
room as far as being leaders 
to the underclassmen, 
being good role models, 
and saying the things they 
should while surrounded 
by younger guys,” he said. 
“They put forth a good 
work ethic and set a good 
example.”

Although Fondale had a 
good idea who will fill out 
the rest of the lineup, he 

wasn’t ready to make any 
definitive statements.

See MIAMI TRACE |  35
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Blue Lion wrestling program sets 
same high goals

By Ryan Carter
rcarter@recordherald.com

What makes Louis Reid 
proud is that through years 
of hard work, a wrestling 
culture has been cultivated at 
Washington High School and 
within the community.

So as the Blue Lions head 
into the 2018-19 wrestling 
season, the head coach of 
the wrestling program since 
2001 took a minute to reflect 
on how far the program has 
come.

“When I first got here, my 
main goal and my coaching 
philosophy was to develop 
this into a school that is 
known for wrestling, build a 
wrestling culture and build 
something that our com-
munity would be proud of. I 
feel we’re at that point,” said 
Reid. “We are competitive 
every season now….we’re not 
rebuilding as much as we’re 
reloading.”

Reid added that the pro-
gram couldn’t have reached 
this level of success without 
support from local youth 
wrestling programs, such 
as Eastside and the Court 
House Cobras.

Last season, the Blue 
Lions struggled early, but 
finished strong, Reid said. 

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald
2018-19 WASHINGTON BLUE LION WRESTLING TEAM — (front, l-r); Devin Slagle, Jay Fettig, Sam Willis, Wes Frazier, 
Collin George, team manager Kameron Morris; (second row, l-r); Will Baughn, Kalub Wilkerson, Chase Sluder, Andres 
Utrea, Tyler Reeves, Collier Brown; (third row, l-r); Thomas Siscoe, Donovan Mason, Jared Kuhn, Cole Goosetree, 
Bryce Warner, Branton Dawes, Dylan Moore; (fourth row, l-r); Austin Chamberlain, David Surina, Mason Mustain, Cal 
Wightman, Riley Taylor (fifth row, l-r); coach Trevor Mustain, head coach Louis Reid, coach Marlin Ellis, trainer Ashley 
Henry. Not pictured: coaches Tyler Beedy and Roger Wilson.

The team ended the season 
in fourth place in the Fron-
tier Athletic Conference 
(FAC) with a record of 4-6, 
trailing first place Miami 
Trace (9-1), second place 
McClain (8-2) and third 

place Hillsboro (5-5).
“Last year as a team we 

actually had our first los-
ing season in dual meets 
in 10 years,” he said. “We 
sent five wrestlers onto the 
District meet and then we 

had two place winners at the 
Districts, Zane Nelson, who 
qualified for State and cur-
rently wrestles at Thomas 
More College, and Chris 
Conger, a senior and State 

See BLUE LION | 35
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New coaches to lead Washington 
bowling teams

By Martin Graham
mgraham@recordherald.com

Two new coaches will lead 
the Washington Court House 
Bowling teams this year, 
including one who is new to 
the sport entirely.

Washington Court House 
Boys Bowling team:

Luke Krohn — the new 
Blue Lion Boys Bowling 
coach — started this year at 
the Washington City Schools. 
He said he and his wife — a 
Fayette County native — 
married last summer and he 
got a job at the city schools. 
At his old school, Dela-
ware Hayes, he said he was 
involved in a lot of extracur-
ricular activities. So when he 
made the switch to be a Blue 
Lion, he saw a position avail-
able and wanted to continue 
to be involved in extracur-
riculars. He said besides 
youth leagues when he was 
in middle school, Krohn has 
never participated in bowling 
at the high school level.

“I told them I don’t know 
much about it but they told 
me I would learn,” Krohn 
said. “I’m good with people I 
like to think, so I am here to 
help. Luckily enough Antho-
ny Amore knows a lot about 
bowling so he is teaching me 
and I am using that to teach 
the team. It has been going 
well so far.”

Despite his inexperience, 
Krohn said he believes the 
varsity team will be competi-
tive this year in the league. 
During practices the boys 
have had high averages, 
strike and spare with consis-
tency and have been tackling 
each practice with a lot of 
energy. Though Krohn has 
never been to a major tourna-
ment to see how high school 
students perform, he said he 
is expecting scores to aver-

Martin Graham | Record-Herald
2018-19 WASHINGTON BOYS BOWLING TEAM — (front, l-r); Daniel Roberts, Brock Carter, Josh Cartwright, Shrey 
Maniya and Dakota Oyer; (back, l-r); coach Luke Krohn, Owen Mullins, Austin Knisley, Garrett Coy and Kylan Rowland. 
Not pictured: Sean Willis, Allan Schreckengaust and Ray Dublin.

WASHINGTON BOWLING
Wed., Nov. 21  McClain/MT  Home  11 a.m.
Mon., Nov. 26  MT/Chill.  Away  4:30 p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 6  Hillsboro/MT  @ Highland  4:30 p.m.
  Lanes
Thurs., Dec. 13  Miami Trace  Home  4 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 15   @ Wright  TBA
  State
Sat., Dec. 22  Jackson/MT @ Wellston  10 a.m.
Thurs., Jan. 3  McClain/MT  @ Highland  4:30 p.m.
  Lanes
Sat., Jan. 5  First Capital Baker  @ Shawnee  11 a.m.
  Lanes
Tues., Jan. 8  Chillicothe/MT  @ Shawnee  4:30 p.m.
  Lanes
Sat., Jan. 12  LeElla Baker Bash  Home  9 a.m.
Thurs., Jan. 17  MT/Hillsboro  Home  4 p.m.
Mon., Jan. 21  Lynchburg-Clay  @ Highland  10 a.m.
  Lanes
Thurs., Jan. 24  Miami Trace  Away  4 p.m.
Wed., Jan. 30  Jackson  Home  4:30 p.m.
Sat., Feb. 9  FAC Championship  @ Highland  10 a.m.
  Lanes
Thurs., Feb. 14  Sectional  @ Shawnee  TBA
  Lanes
Fri., Feb 22  District tournament   TBA

Home matches for Washington and Miami Trace are held at LeElla 
Lanes

age out around 200 on the 
varsity team,

“I have two seniors, both of 
which are returning from last 
year,” Krohn said recently. “I 
have three new guys this year 
on the team and 14 total, so 
I have 11 returning to the 
team. The j-v team is a young 
team that is learning, and 
that is where my new bowl-
ers are, so I am hoping by the 
time they get to varsity they 
will have improved but with 
the j-v team we are focusing 
on getting better, learning 
and getting our form down. 
That is where we focus a lot 
— form, ball release — mak-
ing sure that you are follow-
ing through and not dragging 
your arm across your body. 
As with golf and tennis, 
bowling is a huge mental 
sport, a repetitive skill. So 
some of the kids get in their 
own heads and we have to 
help bring them out of it. We 

See WCH BOWLING |  36
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“They have a long way to 
go yet, but they have showed 
a lot of improvement in that 
length of time,” Ron said. 
“There are probably a couple 
on the team that might be 
top bowlers in a couple 
years, but I wouldn’t give any 
names yet because I want to 
see how they are in practices 
still. They are working on 
qualifiers now to see who 
will make the eight-member 
traveling varsity team. If 
at any point someone has 
worked hard and has shown 
they can be a good member 

Miami Trace bowling program looking 
strong

By Martin Graham
mgraham@recordherald.com

The Miami Trace Bowling 
coaches and teams are get-
ting prepared for a competi-
tive season in many aspects. 
Ron Amore Sr. and Diane 
Amore recently sat down 
with the Record-Herald to 
talk about the upcoming 
bowling season.

Miami Trace Boys Bowl-
ing team:

Ron — who has been 
coaching the boys team since 
the inception of the program 
about eight years ago — said 
he has two seniors who have 
been bowling all four years 
of their high school careers, 
though one started as a Blue 
Lion.

“The two seniors are Mike 
West and Branson Collins,” 
Ron said. “Mike is very simi-
lar to last year and they have 
been working really hard. 
My top two bowlers this year 
I believe are two juniors, 
Jake Cadill and Andrew 
Amore. They have been in 
the program since they were 
freshman and have continued 
to perform at the top since 
then. We have a couple who 
were in the junior program, 
but some of my bowlers have 
never bowled before this 
year, so we have a nice fresh 
group of kids.”

This year the team will 
have 15 members to use 
between the varsity and 
junior varsity teams for com-
petition. This is the most 
members Ron said he has 
had in the program, though 
six freshman and a couple 
sophomores have not bowled 
before this year. He also 
said that since they began 
practicing on Nov. 3 he has 
been amazed by the group’s 
improvement in such a short 
time.

Martin Graham | Record-Herald photos
2018-19 MIAMI TRACE BOYS BOWLING TEAM — (front, l-r); Garrett Morris, Luke Carter, Chris Evans, Demetrius 
Hargo, Jay Caudill, Tyler Cummings, Connor Collins and coach Ron Amore Sr. (back, l-r); coach Diane Amore, Luke 
Everhart, Clay Callender, Cole Callender, Austin Musser, Andrew Amore, Mike West and James Kysor. Not pictured: 
Branson Collins.

Martin Graham | Record-Herald photos
2018-19 MIAMI TRACE GIRLS BOWLING TEAM — (front, l-r); Breanna Eick, Ashley Rohrback, Hannah Miller, Macie 
Caudill, Hayley Tipton, Lindsey Stump, Alexis Houser, Christina Hoos, Haley Davis and Laikyn Hughes; (back, l-r); 
Ashtin Ruth, Hailey Gilpen, Brianna Gozy, Alexus Arledge, Gabby McCord, Adelyn Hoppes, Chloe Conklin, Brittany 
Peters and Katelyn Lewis. Not pictured: Malea Smith and Ashley Wilson.

MIAMI TRACE BOWLING
Wed., Nov. 21  Washington/  Home  11 a.m.
 McClain
Mon., Nov. 26  Chill./Washington  Home  4:30 p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 6   @ Hillsboro  4:30 p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 13  Washington  Home  TBA
Sat., Dec. 22  Jackson  @ Wellston  10 a.m.
Thurs., Jan. 3  McClain  @ Hillsboro  4:30 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 5  First Capital  @ Shawnee  10 a.m.
 Baker Bash Lanes
Tues., Jan. 8  Chillicothe  @ Shawnee  4:30 p.m.
  Lanes
Thurs., Jan. 17  Hills./Washington  Home  4 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 24  Washington  Home  4 p.m.
Wed., Jan. 30  Jackson  Home  4:30 p.m.
Sat., Feb. 9  FAC Tournament  @ Hillsboro  10 a.m.

Miami Trace and Washington both call LeElla Lanes home
See MT BOWLING |  37
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size of the teams this year.” 
Last year, that was not the 
case, for example, the Court 
House boys team had only 
six swimmers while this 
year it has 12. “I think we 
will have a better season this 
year… because we won’t have 
empty spots this year. I think 
that that will help our scor-
ing,” said Kasberg.

Kasberg to coach MT, WHS swim teams

By Megan Neary
mneary@aimmediamidwest.com

This year, the Miami 
Trace and Washington High 
School swim teams will be 
practicing together and will 
be coached by Katie Kasberg 
and Keith Foster. Kasberg 
said “right now we have 
really positive chemistry” 
and that practicing with the 
two teams together is “good 
fun and a great chance for 
the kids to get to know each 
other.”

The former Miami Trace 
coach Mary Miller left her 
position this year due to 
starting a new job in Colum-
bus, but Kasberg said she 
“gave us a great base to work 
from with Trace.”

Kasberg said “we have 
great turnout for all the 
teams this year” with “some 
promising returning seniors” 
and “actually have a good 
volume of returning swim-
mers in general.”

In addition to returning 
swimmers, Kasberg said 
about one third of her swim-
mers are new. Kasberg said 
“it’s great that we can fill 
all of those events with the 

MIAMI TRACE SWIMMING
Tues., Dec. 4  McClain/WCH  Home  5 p.m.
Tues., Dec. 11  Chillicothe  Home  5 p.m.
Fri., Dec. 14  Hillsboro  Away  5 p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 20  McClain  Away  5 p.m.
Tues., Jan. 8  Urbana/WCH  Home  5 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 10  East Clinton  @ Wil.  College 5 p.m.
Tues., Jan. 15  Portsmouth  Home  5 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 19  Xenia  Home  Noon
Tues., Jan. 22  Hillsboro  Home  5 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 24  Chillicothe  Away  6 p.m.
Wed., Jan. 30  FAC meet  @ McClain  TBA
Sat., Feb. 9  Sectionals  @ Ohio U.  TBA
Miami Trace and Washington both hold their home meets at the 
Fayette County YMCA

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald
2018-19 WASHINGTON BLUE LION SWIM TEAM — (front, l-r); Sierra Peters, Chole Lovett, Kara Vorah, Josh Waters, 
Chandler Carr, Ben Harper; (middle, l-r); Andrea Fitzpatrick, Connor Lane, Christian Luebbe, Kyler Runk, Grace 
Gerber, Riley Downing; (back, l-r); Trevor Mingo, Cloe Copas, Kristen Fickle, Alexa Perez, Garren Walker, Preston Hines, 
Julie Bailey, Sam Schroeder and Cameron Johnson.

WASHINGTON SWIMMING
Tues., Dec. 4  McClain/MT  Home  5 p.m.
Tues., Dec. 11  MT/Chillicothe  Home  5 p.m.
Fri., Dec. 14   @ Hillsboro/MT  5 p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 20   @ McClain/MT  5 p.m. 
Tues., Jan. 8  Urbana  Home  5 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 10  East Clinton/MT  @ Wil.  5 p.m.
  College
Tues., Jan. 15  Quad  Home  5 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 19  Quad  Home  Noon
Tues., Jan. 22  Hillsboro/MT  Home  5 p.m. 
*
Thurs., Jan. 24  Chillicothe/MT  Away  6 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 31  FAC meet  @ McClain  5 p.m.
Sat., Feb. 9  Sectional  @ Ohio U. TBA
* Senior Night
Home matches for Washington and Miami Trace are held at the 
Fayette County YMCA

See WHS SWIM | 37

Chrisman Conditioning
70086896

Jim & Mark 
Chrisman

Owners

Chrisman

www.chrismanh2o.com

1020 E. Market St.
Washington C.H., 

OH 43160

740-335-2620

Good Luck To All Athletes 
For Washington C.H. & Miami Trace!

OH-70086896
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MT gymnastics a bonding experience

By Megan Neary
mneary@aimmediamidwest.com

In varsity gymnastics for 
2018-19, Miami Trace will 
put a complete team on the 
floor.

Washington will have 
three gymnasts and one 
student-athlete from 
Greeneview High School 
will also train and practice 
with the Fayette Countians.

Coach Susan Holloway 
said “I really, really 
appreciate the way these 
girls work together. They 
accept each other in 
practice, they cheer each 
other on.”

The Miami Trace team 
includes freshmen Alyssa 
Butler, Ali Cusic, Alexis 
Gardner, Milana Macioce, 
and Kandice Mathews and 
juniors Madison Southward 
and Devan Thomas. 
Holloway said “every one of 
these girls has a gymnastics 
background” and “six of the 
seven have lived in this gym 
since they were like two 
years old, so that is exciting 
to finally have them at the 
high school level.”

The Washington High 
School team includes juniors 
Aria Marting, Sydney 
Shadburn, and McKenna 
Garren.

Holloway said they 
each “have an extensive 
background in gymnastics” 
and “they should do well in 
the competitions.” She said 
each will probably specialize 
in certain events.

The Greeneview 
independent team has only 
one member: sophomore 
Lizzy Valentine.

Holloway said “she will 
compete in all four events,” 
adding “being an individual 
athlete from one school 

Megan Neary | Record-Herald
2018-19 MIAMI TRACE GYMNASTICS TEAM — (front, l-r); Aria Marting (Washington High School), Lizzy Valentine 
(Greeneview High School), Sydney Sharburn (Washington High School); (back, l-r); assistant coach Chasity Thomas, 
Alyssa Butler, Ali Cusic, Maddy Southward, Devan Thomas, Milana Macioce, Alexis Gardner, Kandce Mathews and 
head coach Susan Holloway. Not pictured: McKenna Garren (Washington High School).

MIAMI TRACE GYMNASTICS
Tues., Dec. 11  T.V.  @ Thomas  TBA
  Worthington
Sat., Dec. 15  Hilliard Davidson  Away  TBA
Sun., Dec. 16  Beavercreek  Away  TBA
Fri., Dec. 21  Miami Trace quad  Home  6:30 
p.m.
Sat., Jan. 5  Kilbourne  Away  TBA
Fri., Jan. 18  Tri-Valley  Home  6:30
Sat., Jan. 19   @ Westerville  TBA
  Central
Sat., Jan. 26  Centerville  Away  TBA
Tues., Feb. 5  U. Arlington  Away  TBA
Thurs., Feb. 7  Miamisburg ‘B’  Away  TBA
Fri., Feb. 8  DeSales  Away  TBA
Wed., Feb. 13  Kilbourne  Away  TBA
Sat., Feb. 16  Dayton City  Away  TBA
Mon., Feb. 18  District Invit.  @ U. Arlington  TBA
Sat., Feb. 23  Districts  @ W. Kilbourne  TBA

deserves a lot of respect. 
To walk into another team’s 
practice and, you know, 
work and train with kids 
from other schools.”

This will be Holloway’s 
23rd year as the high school 
gymnastics coach. She is a 
retired Miami Trace Health 
and Physical Education 
teacher. In the past, she 

also coached basketball and 
volleyball. She said “I chose 
to stick with gymnastics just 
because of the incredible 
bonding and the team 
atmosphere.”

Because the Frontier 
Athletic Conference 
lacks gymnastics teams, 
Holloway’s teams travel 
to compete in Columbus, 

Cincinnati, and Dayton 
and compete in the Central 
District. On December 11 
they will compete at Thomas 
Worthington, on the 15th 
at Davidson, on the 16th at 
Beavercreek, on the 21st at 
Miami Trace, on January 5 
at Worthington Kilbourne, 
on the 18th at Miami Trace, 
on the 26th at Centerville, 
on February 5 at Upper 
Arlington, on the 7th at 
Miamisburg, on the 8th 
at Desales, on the 13th at 
Worthington Kilbourne, on 
the 16th at the Dayton City 
Championships, on the 18th 
at the District Invitational 
at Upper Arlington and 
on the 23rd at Districts at 
Worthington Kilbourne.

Assistant Coach 
Chasity Thomas said, 
“I’m impressed with their 
skill level and I’m looking 
forward to the season. The 
girls are motivated and they 
get excited to learn new 
skills, so it should be a good 
season. Hopefully they stay 
healthy and injury-free.”
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Lady Lions
From page 3

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald
2018-19 WASHINGTON LADY BLUE LION JUNIOR-VARSITY BASKETBALL TEAM — (seated, l-r); Maycee Whitt, Jeleeya 
Tyree-Smith, Aaralyne Estep, Mia Moats, Haven McGraw; (standing, l-r); ball girl Leah Marine, coach Corey Dye and 
ball girl Karris Dye.

WASHINGTON GIRLS 7TH AND 8TH 
GRADE BASKETBALL

Mon., Dec. 3  Hillsboro  Home  5 p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 6  Chillicothe  Away  5 p.m.
Mon., Dec. 10  Jackson  Home  5 p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 13  McClain  Away  5 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 15  Miami Trace  Away  10 a.m.
Thurs., Dec. 20  Wilmington  Away  4:30 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 10  Hillsboro  Away  5 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 12  Shawnee  Away  10 a.m.
Mon., Jan. 14  Chillicothe  Home  5 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 17  Jackson  Away  5 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 19  Circleville  Home  10 a.m.
Mon., Jan. 21  McClain  Home  5 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 24  Miami Trace  Home  5 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 26  Adena  Away  10 a.m.
Mon., Jan. 28  Leesburg Fairfield  Home  5 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 31  London  Home  5 p.m.
Mon., Feb. 4  FAC tournament   TBA

Time listed is start time for 7th grade games with 8th grade to 
follow

See LADY LIONS | 26

The tournament run came 
to an end with a 57-44 loss to 
Sheridan.

Sheridan defeated Cam-
bridge, 41-39 in the Regional 
semifinals before falling 46-42 
to New Philadelphia.

In the State semifinals in 
Division II, New Philadelphia 
lost to Toledo Rogers, 62-57.

Rogers then won the State 
championship, 51-37 over 
Gates Mills Gilmour Acad-
emy.

Washington graduated one 
senior off the 2017-18 team: 
Maddy Garrison. Garrison 
is now attending Marshall 
University where she is con-
tinuing her education and is a 
member of the cross country 
and track teams.

The Lady Lions have five 
seniors this year: Bre Taylor, 
Tabby Woods, Maddy Jen-
kins, Kassidy Hines and Han-
nah Haithcock.

They are joined by four 
juniors: Rayana Burns, Halli 
Wall, Shawna Conger and 
Abby Tackage.

“We’re just extremely excit-
ed to get started this season,” 

third year head coach Saman-
tha Leach said. “We have 
everyone returning except for 
Maddy Garrison. We have our 
five starters back from last 
year. We have five seniors this 
year.”

Leach was named Co-
Coach of the Year last year in 
the District by the Associated 
Press.

“I have nine girls listed on 
my varsity roster,” Leach said. 

“There are a lot of kids who 
have a lot of varsity experi-
ence coming off a great sea-
son last year.

“It helps that the girls are 
familiar with some of the 
things we’ve done in the 

VFW
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335 Veterans Way, Washington C.H.
740-335-9095

Always 
supporting our 
veterans & our 

community.
GOD BLESS OUR

2018 Athletes
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summer, which I think really 
helped us prepare us for this 
season.

“The girls have been work-
ing hard,” Leach said. “This is 
probably the best start we’ve 
had in the last three years. 
Everyone seems to be looking 
forward to the season and it 
makes me even more excited 
as a coach. I’m very proud 
of all of the hard work that 
they’ve put in.”

Leach spoke about the team 
members.

“This is the first time I’ve 
had more than one senior,” 
Leach said. “So that’s encour-
aging. My first year we had 
Savanna Wallace and last year 
was Maddy Garrison.

“This year we have five 
seniors and they’re all amaz-
ing leaders, on and off the 
court,” Leach said. “They 
are great role models for stu-
dents.

“Tabby Woods, Kassidy 
Hines and Bre Taylor are our 
three guards that are seniors,” 

Leach said. “All three are 
extremely hard workers. All 
have great attitudes. They 
hustle on defense. Tabby 
is a really good on-the-ball 
defender.

“Bre and Kassidy shoot 
the ball really well,” Leach 
said. “We’re looking forward 
to having them at the guard 
position.

“Hannah Haithcock has just 
had a tremendous career so 
far,” Leach said. “She reached 
1,000 points in scoring last 
year. Hopefully she’ll have 
the opportunity to have 1,000 
rebounds this year. No female 
athlete has ever done that at 
Washington High School. It 
would be toward the end of 
the season. She would have to 
average 10 rebounds a game, 
which she has done. She aver-
aged a double-double last 
year. She’s been very consis-
tent for us.”

Haithcock was Special Men-
tion, All-Ohio, First Team, 
All-District and First Team, 

All-FAC last season.
“Maddy Jenkins is an expe-

rienced post player,” Leach 
said. “We’re looking forward 
to her helping us out more 
this year in that position.”

Leach talked a bit about the 
quartet of juniors.

“Rayana Burns, who was 
First Team, All-league and 
was also Second Team, All-
District last year, is very 
talented, very athletic,” Leach 
said. “She has lots of speed. 
She’s an experienced point 
guard for us. This will be her 
third year starting for us.

“Shawna Conger is an 
extremely good shooter,” 
Leach said. Conger was 
named Third Team, All-Dis-
trict last year. “She’s worked 
really hard in the off-season. 
She’s improved her game a 
lot.

“Halli Wall has some experi-
ence from last year,” Leach 
said. “She’s another great 
shooter.

Lady Lions
From page 25

See LADY LIONS | 27

past,” Leach said. “We’re also 
going to be doing a lot of 
new things. We have higher 
expectations this year. One of 
our goals is to win a District 
championship. I think that is 
something we are very capa-
ble of doing. Anything can 
happen on any given night.

“We’re going to be looking 
to do a few new things this 
year,” Leach said. “It’s nice 
to have a group that has the 
experience. They know what 
it takes to succeed at a cer-
tain level. They’ve put a lot of 
time in over the summer. We 
had a great summer.

“We did a lot of traveling 
in the month of June,” Leach 
said. “We went to four dif-
ferent shoot-outs. We went 
to Miami University, Tiffin 
University, Ashland Univer-
sity and Xavier. We saw a lot 
of great competition over the 

809 Delaware Street
Washington Court House, OH
Visit our website @ www.WCRhx.com

Good Luck to all 
our great Athletes!
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Lady Lions
From page 26

Panthers
From page 4

See PANTHERS | 28

MIAMI TRACE GIRLS VARSITY 
BASKETBALL

Sat., Nov. 24  Lynchburg-Clay  Away  5 p.m.
Tues., Nov. 27  Fairfield Union  Home  5:30 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 1  Chillicothe  Away  5:30 p.m.
Wed., Dec. 5  McClain  Away  5:30 p.m.
Wed., Dec. 12  Hillsboro  Home  5:30 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 15  Jackson  Home  5:30 p.m.
Wed., Dec. 19  Eastern Brown  Home  5:30 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 22  Washington  Away  3 p.m.
Wed., Dec. 26  McDonald’s Holiday Tournament  TBA
Fri., Dec. 28  McDonald’s Holiday Tournament  TBA
Sat., Jan. 5  Huntington  Home  5:30 p.m.
Tues., Jan. 8  Circleville  Home  5:30 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 10  Peebles  Away  6 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 12  Chillicothe  Home  5:30 p.m.
Mon., Jan. 14  Minford  Away  6 p.m.
Wed., Jan. 16  McClain  Home  5:30 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 19  @ Fairland Shoot-out  5:15 p.m.
Tues., Jan. 22  Wilmington  Home  5:30 p.m.
Sat, Jan. 26  Hillsboro  Away  5:30 p.m.
Wed., Jan. 30  Jackson  Away  5:30 p.m.
Wed., Feb. 6  North Adams  Home  5:30 p.m.
Sat, Feb. 9  Washington  Home  4:30 p.m.

Time listed is start time for j-v game, except for games against 
Washington: Miami Trace plays Washington’s varsity on Dec. 22 at 
6 p.m. and on Feb. 9 at 7:30 p.m.

“Abby Tackage rounds out 
our roster,” Leach said.

Leach gave a few thoughts 
on the Frontier Athletic Con-
ference.

“I think our conference is 
going to be really competitive 
this year,” Leach said. “I know 
a few teams graduated some 
really good seniors. I think 
every team in our league has 
great coaches. They all put a 
lot of time and effort into pre-
paring for the season and will 
be ready to go.

“Obviously, Miami Trace 
is going to be a tough game,” 
Leach said. “Your rivalry 
game is always tough, no mat-

ter what kind of athletes you 
have.

“Our schedule is very 
unique this year,” Leach said. 
“We start off at the Gary West 
Memorial Tip-off at Reyn-
oldsburg against Gahanna. 
They are one of the biggest 
Division I schools in the state. 
They’re very talented.

“We had such a great year 
last year and I know we have 
a great team this year,” Leach 
said. “I want to get our girls 
prepared for the tournament. 
We have a tough schedule, 
but, I think our girls are up 
for it.

“Circleville will be tough,” 
Leach said. “They have a lot 
of their main players back. 
They have two really good 
post players.

“The day after Christmas, 
we are going to Disney World 

for five days,” Leach said. 
“We are going to be play-
ing three games in a holiday 
tournament. We do not know 
who we are playing yet. That’s 
a very unique opportunity. 
We’re extremely excited for 
the trip. It’ll be great for team 
bonding. It should be good for 
our kids.”

Washington starts 2019 
with a game at always-tough 
Unioto.

“We beat them in the 
Sectional championship last 
year,” Leach said. “It was a 
close game and they have a 
lot of their girls returning.

“We travel to Minford (Jan. 
26) and we have another 
Division I team, Grove City, 
coming to our place (Feb. 2),” 
Leach said.

“Our theme this year is, 
‘No Excuses,’” Leach said. 

“We have experience, we have 
talent — we have everything 
that we need to be success-
ful. As a team, we can’t make 
excuses for things that go 
wrong, or for why we’re not 
accomplishing things.

“We need to go out there 
and work hard every day and 
make sure we’re holding each 
other accountable, doing all 
the little things and having a 
positive attitude.”

Mychal Turner is the var-
sity assistant coach again this 
year for the Lady Lions.

Corey Dye is the reserve 
coach.

Seth Leach (Coach Leach’s 
brother) is the coach of the 
Washington seventh grade 
team and Greg Leach (her 
father) is the eighth grade 
coach.

“That’s something we hadn’t 
done. We’ve always had one 
loss in the league.”

Miami Trace has won a 
league title four of the six sea-
sons under Ackley’s tutelage.

The Lady Panthers had a 
final overall record of 21-4 last 
season, the program’s third 
20-win season in a row.

“That’s something we’re 
extremely proud of,” Ackley 
said. “Coming in here, there 
had only been a couple of 
20-win seasons. It does help 
that the season is 22 games 
plus the tournament.”

Tanner Bryant is playing 
Division I college basketball 
at Florida Gulf Coast in Ft. 
Myers.

Victoria Fliehman is playing 
for the Yellow Jackets of Cedar-
ville University.

The third senior from last 
season, Morgan Miller, is con-
tinuing her education at Kent 
State University.

“Those three young ladies, 

they really symbolize a lot 
of what we’ve become as a 
program,” Ackley said. “They 
had a great time in their high 
school years here and they’ve 
really left us in a good position; 
much better than they found 
us, that’s for sure.”

Miami Trace has five 
seniors, four juniors and four 
sophomores on this year’s 
team.

Cassidy Lovett was named 
First Team, All-FAC in 2018.

“She’s started since day 
one,” Ackley said. “She’s a 
four-year starter for us. She 
really does a lot of things that 
you can’t coach. Her motor is 
second to none.

“Her hand-eye instincts are 
incredible,” Ackley said. “She 
plays as hard each and every 
day in practice as she does 
in a game. We were really 
concerned coming into her 
freshman year with her being 
so little that she might be 
injury-prone and not be able to 
hold up under the course of a 
full season. But, she’s anything 
but that.

“Olivia Wolffe is a starter 
from last year,” Ackley said. 

“She’s worked extremely hard. 
She’s put a lot of shots up in 
the off-season. She’s always 
been a force rebounding the 

ball. She’s an incredible athlete. 
She does a great job, defensive-
ly, for us. She really enjoyed 
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get after it 11 months out of 
the year. These seniors are 
doing their best to lead by 
example as well as vocally.”

Shaylee McDonald, a junior, 
will be in her third year on 
varsity.

“The sky is the limit for 
Shaylee,” Ackley said. “She’s 
become a very good on-ball 
defender. She works extremely 
hard. Offensively, I think 
people will see a big change in 
her. We kind of restricted her 
the last couple of years due to 
her being a little bit younger, 
and we wanted to run as much 
through Victoria and Tanner as 
we possibly could.”

Another junior is Aubrey 
Schwartz.

“Aubrey will be playing her 
first full-time year of varsity,” 
Ackley said. “She’s coming off 
an injury that didn’t allow her 
to do a whole lot over the sum-
mer. She had a good soccer 
season. She’s a lot of like her 

sister (Alexis); she’s tough and 
very smart. She’s gritty. She 
will be a very good role player 
for us.”

Aubrey McCoy is a junior 
this season.

“Aubrey’s gotten a lot bet-
ter,” Ackley said. “Aubrey’s 
going to play a little bit of j-v 
and a little bit of varsity, both. 
We feel like toward the end of 
this year and next year, she can 
help us.”

Shania Villareal is a junior 
returning to the Lady Pan-
thers.

“Shania was in the Phil-
lipines last basketball season,” 
Ackley said. “She was with 
us, then she went to the Phil-
lipines and now she’s back.”

Gracee Stewart was a full-
time j-v player last year who 
dressed varsity.

“Gracee has had an extraor-
dinary off season,” Ackley said. 
“She hasn’t put the ball down. 
She took a step up and played 
big-time AAU basketball this 

spring. She’s probably shot 20 
to 25,000 shots over the sum-
mer, getting prepared.

“Delaney Eakins is new to 
our program,” Ackley said. 
“She played at Hillsboro last 
year. She scored as many as 24 
in a game last year. She’s a 5-10 
post player who brings a lot 
to the table for us. She’s very 
solid and does everything the 
right way.

“Aubrey Wood is a 6-1 post 
player,” Ackley said. “She’s 
going to split some time 
between varsity and j-v, as well. 
She’s another one who never 
put the ball down. All of our 
sophomores have done incred-
ible things in the weight room. 
She continues to grow.

“Magarah Bloom was a 
guard for us on the j-v last 
year,” Ackley said. “She has a 
nose for the ball like Cassidy 
Lovett. She plays way bigger 
than her size. She’s a very good 
defender.”

FAYETTE 
VETERINARY 

HOSPITAL
Daryl L. Waits, D.V.M.

AAHA STANDARDS OF EXCELLENCE
• Complete Diagnosis of Capabilities
• Concern for Preventive Medicine
• Dental Care
• Nursing Care
• Proper Anesthetic Procedures
• Complete Pharmaceutical Facilities

AAHA
AMERICAN

ANIMAL
HOSPITAL

ASSOCIATION

MEMBER HOSPITAL

Best Wishes to area athletes for a great season!
OH-70086917

MIAMI 
TRACE GIRLS 
BASKETBALL

2  Olivia Wolffe  5-8 Sr.
3  Cassidy Lovett  5-4 Sr.
4  Becca Ratliff  5-3 Sr.
5  Aubrey McCoy  5-5 Jr.
10  Shay McDonald  5-7 Jr.
11  Tori Evans  5-6 Sr.
12  Magarah Bloom  5-6 So.
23  Aubrey Schwartz  5-3 Jr.
24  Aubrey Wood  5-10 So.
25  Gracee Stewart  5-5 So.
40  Lena Steele  5-7 Sr.
42  Delaney Eakins  5-8 So.

Panthers
From page 27

MIAMI TRACE GIRLS 7TH & 8TH GRADE 
BASKETBALL

Mon., Dec. 3  Chillicothe  Home  5 p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 6  McClain  Away  5 p.m.
Mon., Dec. 10  Hillsboro  Home  5 p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 13  Jackson  Away  5 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 15  Washington  Home  10 a.m.
Thurs., Jan. 3  Zane Trace  Away  5 p.m.
Mon., Jan. 7  Lynchburg-Clay  Home  5 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 10  Chillicothe  Away  5 p.m.
Mon., Jan. 14  McClain  Home  5 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 17  Hillsboro  Home  5 p.m.
Mon., Jan. 21  Jackson  Home  5 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 24  Washington  Away  5 p.m.

the experience last year and 
she knew she had to step up 
for us to continue to try and be 
successful this year after the 
loss of our seniors.

“Becca Ratliff came off the 
bench for us last year,” Ackley 
said. “Even some as a fresh-
man and sophomore. Becca 
shoots the ball very well. She’s 
gotten a lot better, defensively. 
She seems to have her mind in 
the right place, as far as what 
her role is, what her responsi-
bilities are. Becca could be a 
big key for us, as far as scor-
ing. She can score in bunches 
and her range is very good.

“Tori Evans, her and Becca 
both, are coming off a very 
successful soccer season,” 
Ackley said. “As well as Lena 
Steele, too.

“Tori will definitely be in 
our rotation,” Ackley said. 
“She shoots the ball very well. 
She’s very smart. She’s been a 
program kid who buys in and 
works extremely hard.

“This will be Lena’s second 
year of varsity,” Ackley said. 
“Lena’s a physical post player 
underneath; also very smart. 
She does everything we ask of 
her. She’s a great teammate to 
all of the kids. 

‘To have five seniors speaks 
well of our program,” Ackley 
said. “But it says even more 
about our kids. We ask so 
much of these kids. We really 
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Cavaliers
From page 12

Tigers
From page 6

“We obviously return a 
great player and leader 
in Maddy. This roster is 
filled with kids that can 
step up and contribute.”

Haines was effusive in 
his praise of the other 
members of the FAC 
when asked to share his 
thoughts on the confer-
ence. He pegged the 
Washington Lady Blue 
Lions to be the team to 
beat this season.

“Our league is full of 
great coaches. I look for 
Washington Court House 
to be at the top. They 
bring back a lot of experi-
ence and Miami Trace 

can never be counted out, 
they have been successful 
for too long,” said Haines. 
“Also Chillicothe will 
bring back a decent team 
as well. Hillsboro always 
competes with us and is 
gritty. Jackson is very well 
coached, but lost a very 
good basketball player.”

The Lady Tigers will 
have a chance to start 
their season off on the 
right foot when they open 
up the season at home 
against Westfall on Satur-
day, Nov. 24.

McClain will play seven 
of their first 10 games of 
the season on their home 
floor including key FAC 
matchups with Washing-
ton and Chillicothe.

CHILLICOTHE BOYS BASKETBALL 
SCHEDULE 

Fri., Nov 30  Granville  @ Zanesville 6 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 1   @ Zanesville TBA
Tues., Dec. 4  Zane Trace  Away  7:15 p.m.
Fri., Dec. 7  Miami Trace  Home  7:30 p.m.
Tues., Dec. 11  Washington  Away  7:30 p.m.
Fri., Dec. 14  McClain  Away  7:30 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 15  Logan  Away  7:30 p.m.
Fri., Dec. 21  Ironton  Away  TBA
Sat., Dec. 22  Jackson  Home  7:30 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 5  Waverly  Home  7:30 p.m.
Tues., Jan. 8  Hillsboro  Away 7:30 p.m.
Wed., Jan. 9  Canal Winchester  Away  7:30 p.m.
Fri., Jan. 11  Miami Trace  Away  7:30 p.m.
Fri. Jan. 18  Washington  Home  7:30 p.m.
Fri., Jan. 25  McClain  Home  7:30 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 26  Upper Arlington  Home  7:30 p.m.
Tues., Jan. 29  Logan Home  7:30 p.m.
Fri., Feb. 1  Hillsboro  Home  7:30 p.m.
Sat., Feb. 2  Meigs  Home  7:30 p.m.
Tues., Feb. 5  Vinton County  Home  7:30 p.m.
Sat., Feb. 9  Jackson  Away  7 p.m.
Fri., Feb. 15  Warren  Home  7:30 p.m.

championship in the FAC,” 
Huffer said of the Ironmen.

“Court House is one of 
the teams that worries me 
the most,” Huffer said. 
“The ability is there, the 
talent is there. They’re 
under new leadership, now. 
Putting that together, they 
could really be good. Just 
athletically, they match-up 
with anybody in the league. 
I think they’ll be interesting 
to watch this year.

“I think Coach (Connor) 
Scott will do a really good 
job with them,” Huffer 
said. “I think they’ll buy 
in. Coach Scott is a good 
friend of mine. He was our 
freshman coach for a few 
years.

“I think McClain is going 
to be a dark horse and much 
improved,” Huffer said. 
“They have a lot of players 
back and they’re under new 
leadership, as well (Joe B. 
Stewart).

“Those kids are a 
year older,” Huffer said. 
“Hopefully (Dalton) Mischal 

will be healthy for them. 
I was really impressed 
with their big man, Devin 
Carter. I was impressed 
with his footwork. He’s 
kind of got that old-man 
game, you know, nothing 
flashy, but he just gets 
the job done. I know 
their point guard, (Kobe) 
Penwell, has gotten a lot 
better.

“That’s a team to watch 
out for,” Huffer said.

“I don’t know a lot about 
Hillsboro,” Huffer said. 
“I know they had a really 
good freshman class. That 
class is really talented.

“They’ve got a couple of 
guards back,” Huffer said. 
“(Josh) Keets was a really 
good player for them last 
year.

“I’m interested to see 
how Miami Trace is,” 
Huffer said. “I know they 
graduated a lot two years 
ago and then losing Darby 
(Tyree) and Cameron 
(Carter) really hurts them.

“This year, there’s three 
or four teams that can 
really compete,” Huffer 
said. “It’s going to be a 
battle every night.”

Indians
From page 7

“That will be a real chal-
lenge against the better defen-
sive teams that we play in our 
league and some of our non-
league teams as well. That 
will definitely be something 
that we have to continue 
to work at as we go,” said 
Moberly.

Overall the coach believes 
that his team is farther along 
this season than they were at 
the same time last year.

“I like what we are seeing 
in practice. I think our skill 
development is getting a 
lot better and it gets better 
daily,” Moberly said.

Moberly talked about 
seniors Lana Grover, Kelsey 
Burns and McKenzie Cosby 
and his expectations for them 
over the course of the 2018-
19 season.

“Grover has been playing 
and starting games for us 
since she was a freshman. 
She has battled an injury over 
the last couple of years and 
she is slowly recovering from 

that so we look to have her at 
full speed and full health come 
the early part of the season,” 
said Moberly. “Burns is another 
senior with playing experience. 
She is a good athlete and has 
been a good leader for us in 
practice. She’s a strong kid and 
probably our defensive stopper. 
Cosby did not play last year 
but she brings our only size 
to us and we will look to use 
her in situations that we can 
take advantage of that size and 
strength.”

Hillsboro has two sets of 
twins on the roster this season 
that were able to gain experi-
ence at the varsity level last 
season and Moberly said he 
will try to put all four of them 
in positions to help the team 
this season.

“Kayden and Kira Watson 
along with Josie and Karleigh 
Hopkins all have different areas 
of strengths and we try to put 
those girls in places where they 
can use those strengths,” said 
Moberly. “They are still learn-
ing and getting better but they 
still have learning to do.”

Moberly said that he enjoys 
working with the players that 

See INDIANS |  30
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Washington
From page 11

juniors who are ready to step 
up.

“They have a program,” 
Scott said of Chillicothe. “They 
defend and they’re very well-
coached from top to bottom.

“I think Jackson is a program 
that plays extremely hard,” 
Scott said. “They are like the 
perennially toughest team. 
There’s excitement in that pro-
gram now. He’s really grown 
that program.

“McClain has a new coach 
(Joe B. Stewart) that is very 
experienced,” Scott said. “He’s 
a coach that’s won. With the 
Mischal kid (Dalton) back, 
who’s a supreme athlete. They 
have a lefty guard who can 
play. They have a quick point 
guard who’s coming back. 
They’re looking at a similar 
turnaround to what we want. 
They had a tough year like 
we did last year. I think their 
expectations are much higher. 
I think they’re going to be very, 
very tough.

“I was able to watch Hills-
boro over the summer,” Scott 
said. “I was really impressed 
with their athleticism. They 
pressed, they got into people. 
Once again, I think (head 
coach Bruce Miles) has a 
group he can trust. They are 
also very well coached.

“You look at Miami Trace 
and, if people think Trace is 
going to be down and that non-
sense, that kind of fires them 
up,” Scott said. “Across the 

board, our conference is about 
as equal as it’s ever been, as far 
as the way the teams can play. 
When you have a rivalry game 
like we do against Trace, you 
can throw the records out the 
window; you know it’s going 
to be a very close game with 
Trace, especially with us.”

Washington has six seniors 
and four juniors on their roster.

Seniors are Richard Burns, 
Ross Matthews, Omar Porter, 
Dillon Steward, Blaise Tayese 
and Evan Upthegrove.

Juniors are Garitt Lei-
sure, Drew Moats, Miguel 
O’Flaherty and Trevor Rarick.

“Richard Burns, as a lot of 
people know, had an incredible 
football season,” Scott said. 
“We’re trying to build off that 
success with him. I was very, 
very happy when he let me 
know he was playing this year. 
He came to our summer stuff 
and he didn’t disappoint. He is 
extremely gifted. He has really 
good hands. He can handle the 
ball, he can set screens and he 
can shoot the three.

“Now he’s got great post 
moves, as well,” Scott said. 
“He’s fast. He can guard 
guards. Richard is leading. He’s 
becoming a very good leader 
for our team.

“Ross Matthews, I would 
say, is our best catch and shoot 
player,” Scott said. “He played 
a lot of varsity minutes last 
year. He has a niche and he can 
flat shoot the ball.

“You look at Omar Porter 
and, I don’t know what I did 
to be blessed with a transfer 
like him,” Scott said. “He is 

something else. He says, ‘yes, 
sir.’ He looks you in the eye 
when he shakes your hand. His 
family has taught him the right 
stuff. He was a First Team, 
All-District football player and 
he can flat play. I wouldn’t be 
shocked if he was an all-district 
basketball player. He can 
defend and he can shoot, he 
can drive, he can pass and all 
the players like him.

“Dillon Steward is probably 
one of the freakiest athletes I’ve 
ever been around,” Scott said. 
“His quickness, his change of 
speed and he’s improved as a 
shooter. He had a really good 
football season.

“Blaise Tayese, who was 
Buckeye Boys State governor, 
is unbelievable,” Scott said. 
“During the summer, he was 
remembering plays that we just 
put in for the summer stuff. 
He tells people where to be, he 
talks. He’s arguably our best 
defender on the ball. He’s so 
long. He can be a leader by not 
scoring, even. He drives the 
ball, he’s very unselfish.

“Evan Upthegrove, his father 
is on our school board,” Scott 
said. “He’s a supreme leader. 
When he talks, other players 
listen. He’s incredibly gifted as 
a point guard. He’s an incred-
ibly gifted defender. He plays 
hard. If you could pick some-
thing that a coach needs, it’s 
Evan as a point guard for your 
team.

“We don’t really play one, 
two, three, four, five,” Scott 
said, referring to one being 
the point guard, two being the 
shooting guard, five being the 

center and so forth. “We play 
guards and posts. It’s more of 
a position-less game that we’re 
playing here, which is where 
basketball is going.

“Omar, Blaise, Dillon, Evan, 
Richie, at times, can all be 
guards in our system,” Scott 
said. “Not withstanding Evan, 
those other four can all get 
a defensive rebound and run 
with it.”

And what about the juniors?
“Garitt Leisure last year 

played a lot of minutes because 
he plays so hard,” Scott said. 
“He can shoot it when he’s 
open, he’s a great defender and 
very athletic. Unfortunately, 
right now he’s injured from 
football. He’s been at every 
practice, even though he’s hurt.

“He’s a great kid,” Scott 
said. “When I have an athlete 
like that coming off the bench, 
that’s a really good thing for us.

“Drew Moats was a j-v player 
last year,” Scott said. “This 
year, he’s been to every weight 
room thing, which, those were 
optional; he’s running extra on 
his own. I would say he plays 
harder than anyone in our 
program. As a junior, he leads 
others. He’s a really good fin-
isher around the rim. He’s just 
so tough.

“Drew Moats is just tough-
ness,” Scott said.

“Miguel O’Flaherty is quick 
as anything,” Scott said. “He 
guards on the ball. He’s a great 
guy for our second team in 
practice. He’s going to play 
a lot of minutes because he 
plays so hard. He only has one 

See WASHINGTON | 31
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he has on his team and that 
they are a joy to be around.

“I really like these kids. 
They come in and work hard 
every day, they get along great 
and they are a lot of fun to be 
around,” Moberly said. “Not 

that I have ever dreaded com-
ing to practice but I really look 
forward to coming in and work-
ing with these kids.”

The Lady Indians head coach 
took some time to talk about 
the FAC this season and how 
he feels about his team com-
pared to others in the league.

“Our league is tough top 
to bottom still. I know Miami 
Trace lost a lot last year but 

until somebody beats them 
they’re the champs. Court 
House brings everybody back 
from an excellent team. They 
bring their top eight kids back 
from a team that got beat in 
the District finals by Sheridan. 
They are probably the pre-
season favorite if you don’t give 
it to Miami Trace by default,” 
said Moberly.

“Chillicothe has some really 

nice players. McClain played a 
lot of young kids last year and 
will bring most of them back. I 
think they are going to be really 
strong. Jackson has a coach 
that does a tremendous job and 
I anticipate they will be pretty 
good as well,” Moberly said.

“We are anxious to get 
started,” Moberly said. “We are 
tired of beating on each other.”
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Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald
2018-19 WASHINGTON BLUE LION JUNIOR-VARSITY BASKETBALL TEAM — (seated, l-r); Mitchell Lotz, Brice 
Cartwright, Karson Runk, Clayton Howland, Evan Weaver, Drew Ferguson; (standing, l-r) coach Ty Leach, Dylan 
Williamson, Ethan Rogers-Wright, Hayden Burke, Wyatt Peifer and Rishaun Burns.

WASHINGTON BOYS 7TH AND 8TH 
GRADE BASKETBALL

Mon., Dec. 3  Hillsboro  Away  5 p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 6  Chillicothe  Home  5 p.m.
Mon., Dec. 10  Jackson  Away  5 p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 13  McClain  Home  5 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 15  Miami Trace  Home  10 a.m.
Thurs., Dec. 20  Wilmington  Home  5 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 10  Hillsboro  Home  5 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 12  Shawnee  Home  10 a.m.
Mon., Jan. 14  Chillicothe  Away  5 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 17  Jackson  Home  5 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 19  Circleville  Away  10 a.m.
Mon., Jan. 21  McClain  Away  5 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 24  Miami Trace  Away  5 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 26  Adena  Home  10 a.m.
Mon., Jan. 28  Leesburg Fairfield  Away  5 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 31  London  Away  5 p.m.
Mon., Feb. 4  FAC  Tourn.  TBA

Time listed is start time for 7th grade games with 8th grade to 
follow

speed and that’s as hard as he 
can play. He’s another great 
defender.

“Trevor Rarick played a ton 
of minutes last year, is a 6-5 
guard,” Scott said. “He can 
shoot it and he can handle the 
ball. He can switch on to small-
er people and guard them with 
his length. He can rebound. 
He’s another guy who can get 
a defensive rebound and run, 
which is pretty rare to have.”

Scott has two varsity assis-
tant coaches in Cameron Pavey 
and Adrian Parks.

The j-v coach is Ty Leach, 
while Derrick Lyons coaches 
the eighth grade and Derek 
Shaw is the seventh grade Blue 
Lions coach.

In addition to 10 FAC 
games, the Blue Lions will play 
non-league games against Lan-
caster, Circleville, White Oak, 
Springfield Shawnee, Adena, 
Grandview Heights, Waverly, 
Lynchburg-Clay, Logan Elm, 
Vinton County, Unioto and 
Leesburg Fairfield.

“I want to play a tough non-
league schedule to get us pre-
pared,” Scott said. “Our league 

is tough, every single game.”
And finally, keys to the sea-

son.
“My keys are, if we have 

great attitude and if we play as 
brothers and play as a family 
and play together, we’ll have 
success,” Scott said. “Because 
we have talented guys who can 
put the ball in the basket.

“Our keys are passion, broth-
erhood, discipline and inten-
sity,” Scott said. “If we play 
hard and play together, I think 
the sky’s the limit.”

Good Luck 
To All Of The  2018 Winter Sports Participants

HARTLEY
OIL COMPANY

FIVE LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU

Hillsboro
937-393-5797

Wilmington
937-382-2253

Jamestown
937-675-4951

London
740-852-1051

Washington C.H.
740-335-0690

Toll Free
800-638-7588

907 Columbus Ave.
Washington C.H., OH 43160
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Photo by Mary Kay West
The Burns siblings all play basketball for Washington High School. (l-r); 
Richard is a senior, Rayana is a junior and Rishhaun is a freshman. They 
are the sons and daugther of Richard and Shawna Burns.

Burns trio plays for WHS
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tality as opposed to a true 
point guard. He has a chance 
to be the best player in the 
league.”

Branden Maughmer was 
the FAC’s Player of the Year 
for 2017-18.

“The word on the street 
is Jackson has a couple of 
move-ins,” Pittser said. “I 
know for a fact they have 
a kid who moved in from 
Vinton County; a kid who hit 
six threes on us in a game 
against us last year. With the 
starters they have coming 
back and a couple of move-
ins, for them it’s going to be 
a question of, can they get 
the chemistry right to chal-
lenge Chillicothe.

“Personnel-wise, those two 
teams should be the stron-
gest in terms of what they 
have coming back,” Pittser 
said.

“Hillsboro has enough 
guard play coming back,” 
Pittser said. “They had 
enough success this year 
in football that I think that 
could carry over for them a 
little bit. I think they’ll be a 
little better than they were 
last year. I think they’ll be 
a more physical team than 
they were last year.

“For McClain, Joe B. Stew-
art is the new coach there,” 
Pittser said. Stewart is a 

MIAMI TRACE BOYS 7TH & 8TH GRADE 
BASKETBALL

Mon., Dec. 3  Chillicothe  Away  5 p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 6  McClain  Home  5 p.m.
Mon., Dec. 10  Hillsboro  Home  5 p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 13  Jackson  Home  5 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 15  Washington  Away  10 a.m.
Thurs., Jan. 3  Zane Trace  Home  5 p.m.
Mon., Jan. 7  Unioto  Away  5 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 10  Chillicothe  Home  5 p.m.
Mon., Jan. 14  McClain  Away  5 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 17  Hillsboro  Away  5 p.m.
Mon., Jan. 21  Jackson  Away  5 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 24  Washington  Home  5 p.m.

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald
2018-19 MIAMI TRACE PANTHERS JUNIOR-VARSITY BASKETBALL TEAM — (seated, l-r); coach Jeff Smallwood, 
Christian Caldwell, Cyrus Keplinger, Bo Little, Keegan Terry, Hayden Hunter; (back, l-r); coach Cory Patton, Brayden 
Osborne, Ethan Steele, Johnathan Stumbo, Anthony Groves, Colin Farrens and coach Carlos Roberts.

Re-Booting
From page 13

See RE-BOOTING | 33

Herald sat down with Pitts-
er, the coaches had not made 
their final cuts to the roster.

“Our three seniors will 
obviously be critical to what 
we are doing,” Pittser said.

Miami Trace will have 
three juniors: Trevor Barker, 
Cody Brightman and Kyler 
Conn.

“They will all three play 
guard minutes,” Pittser said. 
“Kyler will be our start-
ing point guard. He will 
probably hardly ever come 
out, barring injury or foul 
trouble. Trevor and Cody 
will play like a two-guard 
situation for us, Trevor being 
probably one of our better 
three-point shooters.

“What happens from there, 
that gets us to six kids,” 
Pittser said. “The rest of our 
varsity roster is going to be 
filled out with sophomores. 
We may end up with 12 (on 
the varsity roster). We may 
start with nine or 10 and 
kind of build it over time.

“As the season progresses, 
the picture will be clearer,” 
Pittser said. “We’ll prob-
ably be one of those teams 
that move a kid or two up 
at some point in the season; 
maybe December, maybe 
January. We’re going to have 
a lot of kids splitting minutes 
this year, playing three quar-
ters of j-v and two quarters 
of varsity.”

Pittser gave his thoughts 
on the competition in the 
second season of the FAC.

“Chillicothe will still be at 
the top of the league,” Pitt-
ser said. “Whether Jackson 
can battle them for the top 
spot, or not, I would antici-
pate those two being the top 
two teams.

“Chillicothe has Jayvon 
Maughmer coming back,” 
Pittser said. “His brother, 
Branden, is playing at Cedar-
ville as a freshman. I think 
Jayvon has a chance to be a 
better player than Branden. 
He’s a junior this year. He’s 
bigger; he shoots it just as 
well, if not better. He has a 
little more of a scoring men-
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Crusaders
From page 14

Force, I believe,” Shaffer said. 
“So, they needed a coach and, 
I guess the Lord wanted me to 
do this. I was available and I 
thought I would help out.

“We have a total of 16 
kids for junior high and high 
school,” Shaffer said. “The 
league that we are in, the 
BCSO — Buckeye Christian 
School Organization — allows 
fifth through eighth grade to 
play junior high. There’s really 
no restriction, if you feel that 
a kid can compete at that age 
and up.

“The game is the same, the 
rules are the same,” Shaffer 
said. “We don’t belong to the 
Ohio High School Athletic 
Association. They put a lot 
of restrictions on you as far 
as where kids come from. A 
lot of Christian schools are in 
the OHSAA. We don’t get any 
funds from the state.

“I’ve worked with the kids 
the last couple of years,” Shaf-
fer said. “I’ve come in and 
helped the coaches in different 
ways. I’m a little familiar with 
the kids. I’ve run some camps 
for them during the summer. 
The coach that was here was 
from New York and he always 
went home in the summer.

“I’m not real familiar with 
the competition,” Shaffer 
said. “There are so very good 
teams, like up at High Street, 
they are very good. They came 
in here a couple of years ago 
and scored almost 100 points. 
I know that there is going to 
be some travel, going to Lima 
and Bucyrus, places like that.

“We have a tournament here 
in January (25 and 26) where 
we invite three teams in,” 
Shaffer said. “The final league 
tournament is in late February 
(22 and 23). They had that 
here two years ago and it’s 
here again.

“We just don’t have as many 
kids to choose from,” Shaffer 

said when asked about any dif-
ferences between coaching at a 
public school and coaching at 
a private school.

“Last year at Washington 
High School, coach (Shannon) 
Bartruff was playing varsity 
ball with eight players, just 
because of sheer numbers.

“The coaching is the same,” 
Shaffer said. “I try to instill in 
the kids qualities and charac-
teristics that they are going to 
need in life after high school. 
I’m still just trying to teach 
basketball.

“Here we can use bible vers-
es to help motivate the kids,” 
Shaffer said. “One of them we 
use is Colossians 3:23, What-
soever ye do, do it heartily as 
unto the Lord, in other words, 
you’re doing it to please God 
not man. We emphasize those 
things.

“But, I’m coaching the same 
as I did,” Shaffer said. “There 
are a couple of very good 
players who could play in the 
public schools now. Then you 
have some kids who are just 
learning.

“It’s a little different, but 
you’re still coaching basket-
ball,” Shaffer said. “As a player, 
you have to have the attitude 
of, what can I do to help my 
teammates. They (the team-
mates) have to be more impor-
tant than me (one individual 
player). Otherwise, you’re just 
going to have a lot of selfish 
players.

“You have to respect each 
other and care about your 
teammates,” Shaffer said. 

“When you have a team where 
the players don’t care about 
one another, then that team 
is going to struggle. I’ve seen 
that before.

“To care about other people, 
that’s a quality you need no 
matter what you are doing,” 
Shaffer said. “Especially when 
you’re involved in some group 
or team that has a common 
goal. You have to be depend-
able. We have to depend on 
you to do what you are sup-
posed to do to help us to be 
successful, whether it’s run-
ning a play the right way, or 
whatever the situation may be.

“What I like about sports, in 
this case basketball, is that you 
get many opportunities each 
day, in practice or a game, to 
develop those life skills,” Shaf-
fer said. “I think the players 
become aware of this a few 
years after they graduate.

“That is why I have always 
emphasized attitude and 
effort,” Shaffer said. “Those 
are the two things that you are 
in charge of every single day; 
the attitude that you embrace 
and the effort you choose to 
put forth. No matter what 
you’re doing, no matter what 
kind of a day you’re having, 
those two things need to be 
consistent. Because those are 
two things you can control.

“You can’t control how 
someone is going to act, or 
what they are going to say or 
do, but you can control how 
you respond to it,” Shaffer 
said.

1975 graduate of McClain 
High School.

“They struggled last year 
in large part because their 
best kid was out almost the 
entire year,” Pittser said, 
referring to Dalton Mischal. 
“He’s back this year and 
he’s a nice player. That will 
help them a ton.”

“Court House might 
be the biggest unknown 
in the league right now,” 
Pittser said. “Because, for 
one, they have a new coach 
(Connor Scott) and also, 
will they have a player back 
who sat out last year, how 
will they blend in any new 
players?”

On the non-league side, 
Miami Trace will play Cir-
cleville, Logan Elm, Clin-
ton-Massie, Bexley, Dayton 
Stivers, Unioto, Lynchburg-

Clay, Waverly, Wilmington 
and Vinton County.

Miami Trace will once 
again host the boys varsity 
McDonald’s Holiday Tour-
nament that features James-
town Greeneview, Madison 
Plains and London.

“The goal in our non-
league schedule is to play 
teams in our district who 
have reputations of being 
strong,” Pittser said. “When 
you play teams locally in 
your district, when you get 
to Sectional voting, other 
(coaches) are familiar with 
them.”

The Miami Trace coach-
ing staff is the same as last 
year with Cory Patton and 
Tracy Tyree as the var-
sity assistant coaches; Jeff 
Smallwood is the j-v coach, 
Carlos Roberts is the fresh-
man coach; Tyler Robertson 
is the eighth grade coach 
and Alex Marting is the 
seventh grade coach.

Court Street Animal Hosp
70089400   Court Street

Animal Hospital
414 E. Court Street, 

Washington C.H., Ohio 43160
Robert G. Vanzant, D.V.M.

740-335-8555
new patients welcome

Good Luck to all Teams
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McClain
From page 15

direction,” said Stewart. “We 
said at that time that we were 
a long way from December, 
but they have followed that 
time up with a very positive 
start to our preseason practice 
schedule. Nothing great has 
ever been accomplished with-
out enthusiasm, and they have 
brought that to every single 
practice to this point.”

The Tigers’ head coach sees 
a lot of upside for his team this 
year because of their unity and 
unselfishness on and off the 
court.

“These guys have been a 
very sacrificing group with 
their time to improve individu-
ally and collectively, and also 
working with kids throughout 
the program. They share the 
ball and the unity has been a 
highlight for our team at this 
early time in our program’s 
development,” said Stewart.

The Tigers will have to 
continue to play together and 

sacrifice for one another for 
the team to be successful in 
the 2018-19 season according 
to Stewart.

“My expectations for this 
team are basically for this 
group to establish the work 
ethic, attention to detail, and 
unity needed to deserve vic-
tory daily and lay a foundation 
for the years to come,” Stewart 
said. “Our four objectives each 
day are to get better, have fun, 
make every play count, and 
to play to win. It is not about 
being better than someone else 
or even the next opponent, but 
to constantly strive to be our 
best. Being our best when our 
best is needed is recognized, 
respected, and supported in 
this community. This team 
needs to fall in love with the 
process and the game again. 
In terms of wins or a record, 
our willingness to sacrifice 
and execute for the good of the 
group will determine that.”

The status of highly-regard-
ed guard/forward Dalton Mis-
chal is in limbo at this point in 
time.

“Dalton has not gone 

through a complete practice 
with us yet due to an ankle 
injury from football, but he 
showed a lot of promise during 
the summer. We remain hope-
ful to get him healthy soon,” 
said Stewart.

McClain has a very difficult 
schedule awaiting. The open-
ing weekend of the season sees 
the Tigers take the floor for 
an 8:45 game November 30 
and a 1:30 tip off December 1 
against two quality opponents. 
Traditional winners Lynch-
burg-Clay, Zane Trace, Unioto, 
Dayton Carroll, Paint Valley, 
and Piketon will be strong 
tests for the rebuilding Tigers 
once again.

Stewart is new to the FAC 
this season but has done his 
homework regarding the 
McClain’s five opponents in 
the league and knows that his 
team will be challenged every 
night that they take the floor 
in league play.

“This is a strong conference 
regularly, but this year even 
more so. There is a lot of tal-
ent and experience returning, 
beginning with defending 

FAC and Division 1 Sectional 
Champion, Chillicothe. Their 
talent and leadership remains 
steady. Jackson returns a great 
many players and Washington 
CH has added some talented 
transfers to a strong core of 
returning players as well. Hills-
boro’s athleticism makes them 
a threat each time out and 
Miami Trace will be energized 
by its consistent leadership 
and a new facility,” Stewart 
said.

“Each game in our league 
requires a special effort just as 
an admission ticket. Adding 
unity, execution, and a strong, 
sound defense to an all-out 
effort must be our equation 
in hopes of competing,” said 
Stewart. “That said, though, 
I really like this team. Hard 
work does not intimidate 
them, and they seem to under-
stand that we must do things 
together to achieve goals they 
have set their sights on. I think 
it is going to be a fun group 
bent on representing this 
school and community with 
class and hustle.”

Hillsboro
From page 16

injuries,” said Miles. “The 
work that he has put in over 
the summer to get even better. 
He has expanded his game and 
he has improved.”

“Brad Miller is another kid 
that saw some time last year. 
He had a great summer and 
his worth ethic is tremendous. 
We are looking forward to him 
and the contributions that he 
can bring to our program as 
well,” said Miles.

Hillsboro High School is 
hosting the 2018 Ohio Val-
ley Hoops Classic on Friday, 
November 30, and Saturday, 
December 1, and the Indians 
will be in action on both nights 
when they battle the Wilming-
ton Hurricane Friday at 7:30 

p.m. and Maysville St. Patrick 
on Saturday at 6:40 p.m.

Miles is excited for the 
OVHC and the opportunity it 
gives HHS to showcase their 
facilities.

“Wilmington is our opener. 
They are one of the premier 
programs in our area with 
coach Noszka and what he 
has done with that program,” 
said Miles. “We are excited to 
be able to open up the season 
with the Ohio Valley Hoops 
Classic at our place. We have a 
wonderful facility, so we get to 
showcase how nice our facili-
ties are. We feel like we have 
the best facilities around.”

Miles said his players are 
excited to play in front of large 
crowds because of the large 
amount of talent that will be 
on display those two days.

“It is a big opportunity for 
us to see a school that we don’t 

see very often and play anoth-
er home game in front of our 
home crowd,” Miles said.

Coach Miles took the time 
to talk about the Frontier 
Athletic Conference and how 
he sees the league shaking out 
this season.

“Our league is a very com-
petitive league with Chilli-
cothe and the success they 
have had. Jackson returns a 
lot and they have some good, 
young kids. McClain is tradi-
tionally a strong program and 
it will be interesting to see 
what they bring with a new 
direction under coach (Joe B.) 
Stewart. Court House has a 
new coach (Connor Scott) and 
they are extremely athletic. 
Miami Trace with coach (Rob) 
Pittser, they lost their top two 
scorers but they are going to 
be competitive night in and 
night out,” Miles said.

“Our league is tough, there 
is no doubt about it,” said 
Miles. “I know that each night 
we take the court it’s going to 
be a challenge.”

According to Miles the 
Indians will have to focus 
and work on being consistent 
every day.

“We have to focus every day. 
We continue to talk about con-
sistency with our kids. We are 
looking for the kids that are 
doing things on a consistent 
basis every day and are show-
ing us that they are doing the 
little things to improve,” Miles 
said. “Every day is a grind 
and we are working to get 
better so that we are ready for 
November 30.”

Ryan Applegate is the sports editor 
for The Times-Gazette. Reach Ryan 
Applegate at 937-402-2572, or on 
Twitter @RCApplegate89.
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Jackson
From page 17

row said. “It’s a great, 
competitive conference. In 
my opinion, until someone 
beats Chillicothe, they are 
the odds-on favorite. Coach 
(Eric) Huffer does a great 
job. They went 10-0 last year 
in the conference.

“Us and Miami Trace tied 
for second at 7-3,” Morrow 
said. “I know Miami Trace 
loses two really outstanding 
players (Cameron Carter and 
Darby Tyree). Coach (Rob) 
Pittser does a great job and 
I’m sure they’re going to be a 
tough team as well.

“Coach Connor Scott at 
Court House is going to 
come on really strong,” Mor-
row said. “They have a nice 

team and a couple of guys 
who are going to come back 
and play. They’re going to be 
solid.

“Coach (Bruce) Miles does 
a great job at Hillsboro,” 
Morrow said.

“McClain has a great play-
er in (Dalton) Mischal,” Mor-
row said. “They have a new 
coach (Joe B. Stewart) who 
has been around a long time. 
He really knows his stuff. I 
think they’re going to make 
a jump in improvement. I’m 
pretty sure Coach Stewart 
was the coach at Hillsboro 
when they beat us in a Sec-
tional game years ago. I was 
a freshman coach at Jackson 
at the time.

“There’s a lot of parity 
in my opinion in the FAC,” 
Morrow said. “It can go 
either way.”

In addition to 10 confer-

ence games, Jackson will play 
non-league games against 
Bloom Carroll, Wellston, 
Meigs, Unioto, Minford, Vin-
ton County, Fairland, Wheel-
ersburg, River Valley, Athens, 
Waverly and Alexander.

“Our non-league schedule 
is tough this year,” Mor-
row said. “We kind of knew 
this should be a pretty good 
class for us, a pretty good 
year with the guys we have 
coming back and the incom-
ing talent that we have. We 
scheduled up.

“Alexander has a kid who 
is 6-10,” Morrow said. “Ath-
ens is going to be a bear. 
Bloom Carroll is usually 
solid, year-in and year-out.

“We don’t have a team on 
our schedule that we can 
look at and say, ‘Boy, that’s 
a win guaranteed,’ because 
there isn’t one,” Morrow 

said. “We respect everyone 
on our schedule. Everyone 
is going to be a tough oppo-
nent for us, especially in our 
league.

“Waverly is the team that 
knocked us out of the Sec-
tional last year by one point,” 
Morrow said.

Jackson finished the 2017-
18 season with an overall 
record of 14-8.

Dan Fulks is the varsity 
assistant coach for Jackson.

Jonathan Ervin is the j-v 
coach and Scott Lowe is the 
freshman coach.

“We have a great staff,” 
Morrow said. “This is the 
third year in a row that 
everyone is back at the same 
position.”

Chris Wallis coaches the 
eighth grade and Travis 
Elliott is the Jackson seventh 
grade coach.

Miami Trace
From page 19

“No one knows the 
starting lineup for sure just 
yet,” Fondale said. “The 
wrestlers will decide the 
lineup with the wrestle-offs. 
We’re young but the guys 
that we do have, they are 
expected to step up and 
they’re capable of stepping 
up. We work pretty hard in 
the wrestling room so these 
young guys tend to mature 
pretty quickly.”

Miami Trace also looks 
to win the Frontier Athletic 
Conference (FAC) once 
again this year.

“Washington Court House 
is always strong in the 
league. Coach (Louis) Reid 
does a good job of keeping 
his program strong,” said 
Fondale. “Jackson actually 
beat us in our first dual 
meet last year. I think they 
had some roster problems 
at the end of the year, 
which allowed us to beat 

them in the tournament. 
But it’s a tough league. 
Personally as a wrestler, 
I’ve always been taught 
to not focus too much on 
the league, focus more at 
the State level. Obviously 
you want to win the league 
because that’s a stepping 
stone toward bigger 
goals, but our goal is the 
state tournament and the 
District tournament.”

And once again, the 
Panthers have big goals 
for those tourneys.

“Realistically, I think 
we can get four to State,” 
Fondale said. “You might 
get some good draws or 
some kids might surprise 
you….you could get more. 
But it’s tough to make the 
State tournament, so you 
could always end up with 
one or two. Maybe none. 
But realistically I think 
we can get four. Now, 
that’s predicting that they 
continue to work hard, 
lift weights hard and stay 
healthy.”

Blue Lion
From page 20

alternate last year.”
This season Washington 

returns five seniors: Collin 
George, Jayden Fettig, Sam 
Willis, Wes Frazier and 
Devin Slagle.

“Collin George was a 
District alternate two 
years ago. Jay Fettig will 
definitely contribute for us 
this year and Sam Willis, 
both were starters last year. 
Wes Frazier, this is just 
his second year wrestling, 
and he looks to see some 
time at heavyweight for us. 
He’s gained a lot of knowl-
edge since his first year 
of wrestling. Devin Slagle 
also returns and he’ll prob-
ably help out in our lighter 
weights,” said Reid.

Will Baughn, a district 
qualifier, returns as a 
junior, as well as junior 
Collier Brown, who was a 
standout on the Blue Lion 
football field this past sea-

son. He was also a District 
qualifier.

“We return 10 wrestlers 
that saw varsity experience 
out of the 14 weight classes,” 
Reid said. “We also have a 
good class of freshmen com-
ing in that had good junior 
high careers. Branton Dawes 
and Mason Mustain were 
junior high State qualifiers, 
and Austin Chamberlin will 
see some time…he won a 
lot of matches in junior high 
and was a league champion 
before.”

The goals for the Blue 
Lions are the same high 
aspirations the program has 
each year.

“First of all, in order to 
compete you have to have a 
full lineup,” Reid said. “So 
it looks like we’re going to 
have a full lineup. Next, we 
want to win the FAC this 
year. I think Miami Trace is 
the front runner and then it’s 
wide open. I know for a fact 
that Miami Trace, McClain, 
Hillsboro, Jackson and our-
selves have great numbers. 

See BLUE LION | 36
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Everyone right now is sitting 
at 20 or more wrestlers. We 
have 28 wrestlers and that 
depth is going to make every-
one of our wrestlers better.

“We have a goal to have 

Blue Lion
From page 35

two to three FAC champions. 
We want to continue our 
streak of league champions. 
Also, we want to have at 
least one to two Sectional 
champions and we’d like to 
get five to six wrestlers to 
the District meet this year. 
Then we want two wrestlers 
to the State meet and at 
least one State placer,” he 

said. “We believe we have 
some kids who can definitely 
make it to the State and have 
a chance to get onto that 
podium. We’ve had a wres-
tler at the State meet for 10 
straight years and we want 
to keep that going.”

The last State placer in 
the Washington wrestling 
program was State champion 

Riley Shaw in 2012.
“The kids are working 

hard,” Reid said. “We have 
a really good coaching staff. 
We’re really excited with our 
numbers, even in our junior 
high program. So Washing-
ton Court House wrestling 
is in good shape and good 
things are gonna happen for 
us.”

WCH Bowling
From page 21

Martin Graham | Record-Herald
2018-19 WASHINGTON GIRLS BOWLING TEAM — (front, l-r); Maitlyn Cave, Eva Smalley, Madison Newman, and 
Caitlyn Booth. (back, l-r); coach Anthony Amore, Hanna Yoho, Ali Reeves, Brooklyn Foose and Lindsey Buckner. Not 
pictured: Jessica Young and Mei Kobayashi.

have to remind them each 
ball is different, each frame 
is different, so let’s focus on 
this one.”

Krohn couldn’t speak on 
other teams around the dis-
trict, but his goals include 
being tops in the league and 
to go on to Districts. He said 
State is reaching high but he 
would love to be able to take 
the students there if they 
make it.

Washington gradu-
ated State-qualifier Brandon 
Underwood in 2018.

Washington Court House Girls 
Bowling team:

Anthony Amore took over 
for Ron Amore Jr. and will 
lead the Washington bowling 
program this year. He will — 
more specifically — handle 
the girls roster while Krohn 
trains the boys under his 
leadership.

“We have no seniors this 
year on the girls team, and 
we have a couple bowlers 
returning, but this is my 
first year coaching the Court 
House teams,” Amore said. 
“I am still getting to know 
the girls, but I know some of 
them have been around for a 
while, and I have seen others 
in summer practices. The 
ones that are just starting — 
its going to be interesting 
to see them in competition. 
I really think that once they 
start getting the hang of it 

they will improve a great 
deal.”

Amore said he has 
returned to basics as he 
approaches practices with 
the girls. He wants to solidify 
their fundamental skills and 
their understanding of the 
sport all the while trying to 
help them stay focused. He 
said they are getting better 
every practice and they are 
working hard.

“The girls are doing what I 
am asking of them, and they 
are getting better everyday,” 

Amore said.”Some are just 
starting and they are already 
doing much better than when 
they began. Some weren’t 
even able to break 100 in a 
game and are to the point 
where that is easy now. So 
they are able to see them-
selves get better as well and 
that’s a good thing.”

Amore was unable to 
discuss other league teams 
besides Miami Trace, but 
knows that competition 
will be stiff this year in the 
Frontier Athletic Confer-

ence (FAC). He said that 
has been less of a focus for 
them though, as he is trying 
to teach the girls the “angles 
and mathematics” of bowl-
ing and how they can make 
minor adjustments to hit 
their target.

Hillsboro won both the 
boys and girls Frontier Ath-
letic Conference champion-
ships for the 2017-18 season.

Reach Martin Graham at (740) 313-0351 
or on Twitter @MartiTheNewsGuy.
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of the team, they could take 
one of those spots though.”

Ron said the season is still 
relatively up in the air as 
he hasn’t seen any Frontier 
Athletic Conference (FAC) 
teams in action yet. He is 
confident, though, that his 
team will remain competitive 
throughout the season.

Miami Trace Girls Bowling team:
Diane Amore — second 

year Miami Trace Girls Bowl-
ing coach — said this is the 
largest selection of girls the 
team has had the privilege to 
have with 21 members avail-

MT Bowling
From page 22

able to compete in the FAC.
According to Diane, the 

team has five seniors — 
three who are returning to 
the program from last year.

“Ashley Rohrback, Brittany 
Peters and Hayley Tipton are 
coming out again this year 
for us,” Diane said. “There 
are a few kids who came up 
from our junior league. Some 
of these kids have evolved 
over the years into great 
bowlers and some just have 
it. I actually have a senior 
this year who seems to be a 
natural at it. Never bowled 
before in leagues or anything, 
so I am interested to see 
what transpires out of that.”

Diane said the large team 
has created a unique situa-
tion for them as they are only 
allowed to bring 16 players 

— eight for a varsity team 
and eight for a j-v team — to 
competition. She said she 
didn’t want to cut anyone 
because there is potential 
there in all of them and she 
hopes it will make the girls 
feel like coming out year 
after year to compete on the 
team.

“Bowling is a life-time 
sport that you can con-
tinue to enjoy even after high 
school unlike something like 
football or volleyball,” Diane 
said. “I wanted them to get 
a good feel for the sport and 
have a good experience. It’s 
the least I can provide in 
this situation with so many 
wanting to be on the team. 
We will determine the teams 
based on averages so the 
higher averages will be the 

ones to go on and compete. 
It really depends on how 
hard someone wants to work, 
but the teams can change.”

Diane also has not had a 
chance to check out the com-
petition yet this year in the 
FAC and said it all depends 
on how many seniors the 
individual programs gradu-
ate and how many talented 
young bowlers they have. 
She said there is no reason 
why the Miami Trace girls 
team won’t remain com-
petitive across the board and 
hopes they can get the team 
through Districts and maybe 
even a few to state competi-
tion.

Reach Martin Graham at (740) 313-0351 
or on Twitter @MartiTheNewsGuy.

WHS Swim
From page 23

Megan Neary | Record-Herald
2018-19 MIAMI TRACE SWIM TEAM — (l-r); Carissa Hostetler, Jacob Downing, Addie Braden,Sebastian Gurruchaga, 
Lilly Litteral, Cole Howland, Kate Leach, Tori Morrison, Cameron Bucher, Trevor Throckmorton, Kahlin Orso, Olivia 
Flerchinger, Issac Abare, Alex Smith, Abbie Brandt, Emily McNeal, Krissy Ison, Hunter Roush, Courtney Arnold, 
Jenna Griffith and Cassie Baird.

Both teams have returning 
record-breaking swimmers.

From Washington, Julie 

FCS Girls
From page 5

“Regardless of that, my goal 
is just for us to become bet-
ter people, better basketball 
players; any way that I can 
help them hone their skills.”

The season begins Tues-
day, Dec. 4 with a game 
against Emmanuel and Leba-
non.

The girls have a home 
game against the same team 
on Jan. 14 and another home 
game against Wayside on 
Jan. 18.

There is a game at Milford 
on Jan. 22 and one at Hills-
boro on Jan. 29.

Fayette Christian School 
has a home game against 
Milford on Feb. 5 and are at 
Wayside on Feb. 8.

The team will take part in 
a tournament in Hillsboro 
on Feb. 9 with games to fol-
low at East Dayton on Feb. 
11 and then home games 
against Hillsboro on Feb. 12 
and Bethel on Feb. 15.

Fayette Christian School 
will host the BCSO tourna-
ment on Feb. 22 and 23.

Bailey broke the 100 breast 
stroke record last year and 
hopes to do so again this 
year. She also hopes to break 
the butterfly record.

From Miami Trace, Addie 
Braden broke the 500 free-
style record last year and 

hopes to do so again this 
year.

“I think it should be a 
promising season over all,” 
said Kasberg, adding, “I 
really can’t wait to see how 
this season goes.”
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the scoring for them last 
year.”

How would Beverly rate 
the teams in the FAC this 
season?

Lady Cavs
From page 8

“Bronwyn split time 
last year between j-v and 
varsity,” Walburn said.

“Raegan did start some 
games for me last year,” 
Walburn said. “She played 
a lot of varsity minutes last 
year as a sophomore. Her 
dad (Andy) is the football 
coach at the school.

“Kylee is a first-year 
player for us,” Walburn 
said. “She’s a softball 
player. She decided to play 
basketball this year. She’s a 
good, hard-working player. 
She’ll split time. She’s brand 
new to the game.”

Jackson has three 
sophomores: Taylor Evans, 
Maycee Burnside and 
Elizabeth Perry.

“Taylor split time last 
year,” Walburn said. 
“She played a good bit of 
varsity for me last year as 
a freshman. She will play 
a substantial amount of 
minutes for me this year.

“Maycee was a j-v player 
last year,” Walburn said.

“Elizabeth was a j-v player 
last year as a freshman,” 
Walburn said. “She’ll split 
some time this year but 
mainly be a j-v player.”

The roster is completed 
with four freshmen: Katelyn 
Webb, Lauren Elliott, Olivia 
Kennedy and Gabby Webb.

“Katelyn will play strictly 
varsity,” Walburn said. 

Ironladies
From page 9

“I’m looking at Court 
House,” Beverly said. “They 
went far in the tournament 
last year (all the way to the 
District finals). They had 
a nice little run. They have 
everybody coming back.

“Miami Trace will be right 
there,” Beverly said. “Those 
teams are going to be neck 
and neck.

“Hopefully Chillicothe will 
be there,” Beverly said. “And 
McClain.”

Outside the conference, 
Chillicothe will contend with 
the likes of Circleville, Vinton 
County, Logan Elm, Ketter-
ing Alter, Ironton, Waverly, 
Logan, Hathaway Brown, 
Cleveland Shaw and Dublin 
Scioto.

The Lady Cavs will also 
play in the Watterson Christ-
mas Classic on Dec. 27 and 
28.

“Our schedule is going to 
be very tough, very challeng-
ing to say the least,” Beverly 
said.

Assisting Beverly with the 
coaching duties will be Noah 
Godsey and Fred Fairrow.

“She’ll be my point guard. 
She’s a really nice player.

“Lauren and Olivia will 
split time,” Walburn said. 
“With some j-v quarters and 
some varsity quarters.

“Gabby, which is Katelyn’s 
cousin, didn’t play last 
year,” Walburn said. “She 
played in the seventh grade 
and decided to come back 
out this year.

“My three seniors, along 
with Raegan Hall, Taylor 
Evans, Katelyn Webb will 
be strictly varsity players,” 
Walburn said. “All 13 will 
dress varsity.

“We’re very, very 
inexperienced,” Walburn 
said. “We have a tough year 
ahead of us. The thing we’re 
working on now is, we can 
only get better. It’s going to 
be a challenge.”

Walburn spoke about the 
challenge that awaits his 
squad in the second season 
of the Frontier Athletic 
Conference.

“I’m familiar with all of 
those teams because a lot of 
them play in our Sectional,” 
Walburn said. “I’ve been 
fortunate to have some 
really good teams here at 
Jackson. I’ve been seeing 
Court House and McClain 
and Trace and those guys 
for a while now.

“Court House has 
everybody back from last 
year’s team,” Walburn said. 
“Their coach does a real 
nice job with them. They’re 
really good.

“If I had to pick a team, 
I’d pick Court House to be 

the top team in the league,” 
Walburn said.

“Miami Trace has a 
couple of good kids back,” 
Walburn said. “They 
have (Cassidy) Lovett 
coming back and (Shaylee) 
McDonald. He’s got a girl 
coming in from Hillsboro 
to play for him (Delaney 
Eakins). They’re going 
to be pretty good, too, 
obviously.

“I’ve always said Ben 
(Ackley, Miami Trace’s head 
coach) is one of the best 
coaches in the district,” 
Walburn said. “He does 
a great job. When they 
went to the Final Four a 
couple of years ago, I was 
sitting right behind their 
bench watching the game, 
cheering them on. They 
played well that day.

“Those two teams I think 
will be the top two teams in 
the league,” Walburn said.

“McClain was young last 
year,” Walburn said. “Jarrod 
(Haines) is another great 
coach. My goodness we 
have a lot of really good 
coaches in our district. 
Jarrod does a great job and 
his kids play so hard. They 
pressure you and get after 
you. They’ll be a challenge. 
They’ll be pretty good.

“Hillsboro, I’m not really 
sure,” Walburn said. “I 
don’t know who all he lost 
from last year’s team. Their 
j-v team was pretty good. 
There are two sets of twins 
who play for them that are 
pretty good players ( juniors 
Kayden and Kira Watson 

and juniors Josie and 
Karleigh Hopkins).

“Chillicothe, I’m not 
really familiar with them,” 
Walburn said. “I know they 
lost one of the Smith sisters 
(Shawnee).

“With my team, we have 
a whole lot of work to 
do,” Walburn said. “This 
is probably, out of my last 
seven years, one of the most 
inexperienced teams I’ve 
had, as far as varsity time 
on the floor.

“The positive side to that 
is, you can just build off 
that and try to get better 
from one game to the next,” 
Walburn said. “We’re going 
to try and figure out ways 
to improve in some facet 
of the game, whether it’s 
rebounding or free throw 
shooting.

“We pride ourselves on 
our defense,” Walburn 
said. “We’re really going 
to have to play well this 
year, defensively, to be 
competitive. Because we’re 
not going to be real good, 
offensively. We’ll have to 
keep the games as low 
scoring as possible and see 
what happens.”

When they are not playing 
a FAC team, Jackson will be 
playing the following non-
league opponents: River 
Valley, Crooksville, Coal 
Grove, Unioto, Minford, 
Nelsonville York, Alexander, 
Waverly, Vinton County, 
Wellston, Bethel Tate and 
Athens.
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WHS MUSICAL 
 

FRI - FEB 15 
SAT - FEB 16 
SUN - FEB 17 

WMS MUSICAL 
 

SAT - MAR 23 
SUN - MAR 24 

ARTS ROAR 
 

WEDNESDAY 
APRIL 3RD 

BLUE LION 
BLOCK PARTY 

 
SUNDAY 
MAY 5TH 
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2018 Jeep Wrangler Sport

Air, Hardtop, 2.0 Turbo Engine, Auto Trans, 
Anti Spin Axle, Trail Raked Kit

MSRP: $38,925
SAVE: $2,610

SALE PRICE: $36,315*

stk# J8254

Air, Auto Trans, 2.4L Engine
MSRP: $26,815
SAVE: $4,839

SALE PRICE: $21,976*

stk# J8247

2018 Dodge Journey SE

Popular Equipment, 
17” Wheels

MSRP: $27,025
SAVE: $6,210

SALE PRICE: $20,815*

stk# R8250

2018 Chrysler Pacifi ca Touring Plus

3.6 Liter V6, DVD-Video, Loaded
MSRP: $35,255
SAVE: $4,823

SALE PRICE: $30,432*

stk# C8222

2018 Jeep Renegade Latitude

Heather Williams
Sales

Sonny Kearns
Sales

Annie Butler
Sales

Jim East
Sales

SALES: Mon.- � urs. 9-7, Fri. 9-6, Sat. 9-4
SERVICE & PARTS: Mon.- Fri. 8-5

1120 Clinton Ave., Washington C.H.
(740) 335-3700  •  (937) 584-2889
1-800-928-2872

Ask our sales staff about Nationwide Locator ServiceAsk our sales staff about Nationwide Locator ServiceAsk our sales staff about Nationwide Locator Service For New or Pre-owned VehiclesAsk our sales staff about Nationwide Locator ServiceAsk our sales staff about Nationwide Locator ServiceAsk our sales staff about Nationwide Locator ServiceAsk our sales staff about Nationwide Locator Service For New or Pre-owned VehiclesFor New or Pre-owned VehiclesFor New or Pre-owned VehiclesFor New or Pre-owned VehiclesFor New or Pre-owned VehiclesFor New or Pre-owned Vehicles
OPEN 24 HOURS A DAY AT DougMarineMotors.net  DON’T SEE WHAT YOU ARE LOOKING FOR? DougMarineMotors.net  

*Price Excluding Tax & Title. Rebates Back to Dealer.
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