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- From the Editor -

Something about sweater weather makes me want to bake 
bread. Here’s a recipe that works very well and quickly if 
you have a stand mixer. If you do not, be prepared for a lot 
of kneading. (There’s a joke in here about seeing if my dad 
is available for some cranking, but I digress.) This yields two 
loaves. Thanks for sharing the recipe with me, Miriam!

Easy Whole-Wheat Bread
 2 1/2 cups warm water
 2 packs active dry yeast  

(in the strip packaging)
 3 3/4 cups whole-wheat  

flour, plus 2 1/2 cups  
whole-wheat flour, 
divided

 1/2 cup honey or molasses
 1/3 cup oil, any variety
 1 tablespoon salt
 1 1/4 tablespoons lemon  

juice or vinegar

In the mixer bowl, add yeast to water. Let stand 5 minutes 
to check for foam. Add 3 3/4 cups flour and mix. Let stand 
10 minutes. Add honey, oil, salt and lemon juice or vinegar. 
Mix on No. 2 speed. Add 2 1/2 cups flour 1 cup at a time. 
Knead 6 minutes on No. 2. Add flour slowly as needed if 
dough is too sticky and wants to climb the hook.

While machine is kneading, preheat oven to 180 degrees 
and grease 2 loaf pans.

When finished kneading, divide dough into two pieces and 
put into pans. (Rolling dough jelly-roll style recommended.) 
Turn oven off and put both loaves in the oven for 15-18 
minutes for a rise. Increase oven temperature to 350 degrees 
and bake 30 minutes.

Turn out on rack, brush tops with butter and let cool.

I knew what it was as soon as I  
saw it.

I chased barn cats around one as 
a child. While I never had to use it, 
my father sure did.

On a recent morning, I was talking 
with a man in his family’s barn about 

why he’s growing sunflowers (page 33), 
and he gestured over to a grain cleaner. 

It was his great-grandfather’s, and he’s using it on the 
farm yet today with one important modification — he 
added a motor.

My family also owns one of these Clippers. Rule 
No. 1 in my farm family is when something falls  
out of use, tuck it away in the barn somewhere. Just 
in case.

So our Clipper is in the big barn, up above the gra-
nary, Dad said, as he shared stories of cleaning grain 
with it. He took turns working the hand crank to 
keep the screens shaking, remembering his boyhood 
on the farm and the incredible physical labor of that 
day. But he was grinning the whole time at the mem-
ories of his father and grandfather as they spilled out.

For that I will be forever grateful.
This issue of Salt magazine offers all kinds of details 

on interesting people and places, from a yoga studio 
owner eager to help her Washington Court House 
community, to a motorcycle club in Portsmouth 
considered the oldest in the nation, to a home baker 
whose goods are a community hit.

What stories about your experiences should you 
share? Trust me, people will love to listen.
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Instant Expert
Sponsored Content

By Dr. Nathan Roberts

What is a hernia?
Hernias occur when an inter-

nal organ pushes through the 
wall of muscle or tissue that 
surrounds it. There are several 
types of hernias, including 
those in your groin (inguinal 
hernias), those in the top of 
your inner thigh (femoral hernia), those 
in your abdomen (hiatal hernia), those 
between your navel and sternum (epi-
gastric hernia), those at your bellybutton 
(umbilical hernia), and those at the site 
of a surgical incision (incisional hernia). 
Hernias, particularly those in your groin, 
or extremely common — about 27 per-
cent of men (more than 1 in 4) will suffer 
an inguinal hernia (compared to about 3 
percent of women) at some point during 
their life.

What causes a hernia?
There can be a number of causes for a 

hernia — sometime they are hereditary 
and even congenital (present when you’re 
born). Other times, they are caused by 
weakening tissue as you age or muscle 
straining. We do know that you’re at 
a higher risk of having a hernia if you 
smoke (and have a consistent cough), suf-
fer from chronic constipation, are over-
weight/obese or lift heavy objects. For 
women, pregnancy can also be a cause of 
a hernia, as it causes significant additional 
pressure on the abdomen.

How do I know if I have 
a hernia?

Swelling that is tender, particularly  
at the end of the day after being on 
your feet/working, heavy feeling in 

the abdomen sometimes 
accompanied by constipation 
or bloody stool, discomfort 
in abdomen or groin when 
lifting/bending over, etc. If 
you have severe pain, vomit-
ing/nausea and suspect that 
you may have a hernia, you 
should go to your nearest ER 
immediately. This can signal 
a strangulated hernia, where 
the intestine has protruded 

through and is stuck.

Do I need surgery, or will 
it go away on its own?

Unfortunately, there’s nothing you 

can do to make a hernia go away on its 
own. No amount of strength training 
will fix an existing tear in your muscle or 
tissue. Some people have asymptomatic 
hernias, and can “watchfully wait” before 
intervening, but at the point you begin 
having symptoms, surgery is typically rec-
ommended, and inevitable, to repair the 
hole in your muscle wall/tissue. We use 
sutures or mesh to repair the hole, and 
for those that are not already strangu-
lated, this is typically a simple, minimally 
invasive, outpatient procedure. Hernia 
repair is one of the most common proce-
dures we do as general surgeons, and it is 
incredibly safe.

Dr. Nathan Roberts is a general surgeon at Clinton 
Memorial Hospital.

What is a hernia, and how do 
I know if I have one?
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Advanced  
surgical care

 
Surgical Associates  
of Southwest Ohio  

630 W. Main St., Suite 304  
Wilmington, OH 45177

Dr. Nathan Roberts, Dr. Byron Stapleton,
 and Dr. Rachel Lovano
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Clinton Memorial Hospital is proud to have this region’s premier surgery 
center. With state-of-the-art equipment and a highly experienced surgery 
staff, we safely and efficiently provide advanced surgical care. Our general 
surgeons, Dr. Nathan Roberts, Dr. Byron Stapleton, and Dr. Rachel 
Lovano,  perform a variety of inpatient and outpatient surgical treatments 
for breast cancer, thyroid, reflux, hernias, colon cancer, skin cancer, as well 
as gall bladder surgeries, appendix surgeries, dialysis 
catheter insertions, and more.

 
To schedule an appointment with Dr. Nathan Roberts, 
Dr. Byron Stapleton, or Dr. Rachel Lovano, 
please call 937.283.2520

937.283.2520
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Conditioning

Serving You 
Since 1947

CALL FOR 
FREE WATER ANALYSIS

So� eners available 
in electronic time 
clock or demand 
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Financing 
Available
Jim & Mark Chrisman

www.ChrismanH20.com

800-335-2620
1020 E. Market Street • Washington Court House

Buy or Rent!

VISIT & SHOP LOCAL
in Fayette County



Reader Recipes
Pineapple Sheet Cake
— From Sandy Everhart, of Washington Court House

Cake:
eggs

cups flour

cups sugar

teaspoons baking soda

teaspoon vanilla

20-ounce can crushed pineapple, undrained

Mix cake ingredients by hand.
Grease and flour a large cookie sheet. Bake for 25-30 minutes 

at 350 degrees.

2
2
2
2
1
1

Icing:
ounces cream cheese

stick oleo

cups powdered sugar

teaspoon vanilla

cup nuts, pecan pieces preferred

Mix all icing ingredients, except nuts. 
Spread on warm cake. Top with nuts as desired.

8
1

1 1/2
1
1
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Chocolate Fudge Upside Down Cake
— From Lucille Weatherhead, of Casstown. This recipe was 
the grand prize winner in the Sidney Daily News’ annual 
Harvest Holiday Cookbook contest last fall.

Cake:
 3/4  cup white sugar

 1  tablespoon butter

 1  cup flour

 1/2  cup milk

 1  teaspoon baking powder

 1/2  teaspoon salt

 1 1/2  tablespoons Hershey cocoa

Fudge:
 1/2  cup brown sugar

 1/2  cup white sugar

 1/4  cup Hershey cocoa

 1 1/2  cups boiling water

Topping:
  Cool Whip, thawed, or whipped cream

Cake: Cream sugar and butter. Add flour, milk, baking 
powder, salt and cocoa. Mix well and pour into ungreased 
9-by-9-inch baking pan.

Fudge: Mix all fudge ingredients. Pour over cake batter.
Bake at 350 degrees for 35 minutes. Let cool completely 

or fudge will be runny. Turn upside down. When ready to 
serve, top with Cool Whip or whipped cream.

Cranberry Chicken Almond Salad
— From Susan Behm, of Troy

 1  head Romaine lettuce, torn into bite-
sized pieces

 1  chicken breast, grilled and cut into bite-
sized pieces

 3/4  cup cranberries, dried

 1/2  cup almonds, slivered and blanched

 1/2  cup Parmesan cheese, shredded

  Vinaigrette or poppyseed dressing,  
to taste

Toss all ingredients together and serve.
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Wild Mushroom Toasts
— From Susan Behm, of Troy

 2  tablespoons olive oil

 1/4  cup onion, chopped

 5  cups mushrooms (button, wild, shitake), finely 
chopped

 1  clove garlic, minced

 1  teaspoon dried thyme

 1/4  cup whipping cream

 1/2  cup fontina cheese, shredded

 1/2  cup fresh grated Parmesan

  Salt and pepper, to taste

 24  slices Melba toast

In a large skillet, saute onions in olive oil for 1 minute. Add 
mushrooms, garlic and thyme; saute for 6 minutes or until liquid 
evaporates. Stir in cream and cheeses until melted. Season with 
salt and pepper. Spread on the toasts, about 1 tablespoon per 
piece.

Place toasts on baking sheet and broil until cheese is melted 
and begins to brown. Transfer to serving plate. Serve warm.

Glorified Minute Rice
— From Lucille Weatherhead, of Casstown

 2/3  cup Minute Rice

 2/3  cup water

 1/2  cup pineapple juice

 1/2  teaspoon salt

 1  cup miniature marshmallows

 6  maraschino cherries, diced

 3/4  cup canned crushed pineapple

 1/3  cup nuts, chopped

 2  cups Dream Whip or Cool Whip

Combine rice, water, pineapple juice and salt in saucepan. Mix 
just to moisten all rice. Bring quickly to a boil over high heat. 
Cover and simmer 5 minutes.

Remove from heat, and let stand 5 minutes. Add marshmal-
lows, cherries, pineapple and nuts. Cool to room temperature.

Fold in Dream Whip or Cool Whip, and chill 1 hour. Makes 
8-10 servings.
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Send us your favorite recipe. 
We may feature it in an upcoming issue.

Visit our website, thesaltmagazine.com, and click 
on the Recipe Submission link at the top to be 
entered. Include a photo of your dish, too, if you’ve 
got one. All entries must be received by Oct. 1.

Every submitted recipe will be entered in a  
drawing for a $25 grocery card.

Congratulations to Jayne Garber, of Sabina, who 
won for her Tangy Chicken Loaf recipe submitted 
for this issue of Salt.

Salt Scoop

Tangy Chicken Loaf 
— From Jayne Garber, of Sabina

 3 tablespoons butter

 2 stalks celery, finely chopped

 1 small onion, chopped

 1 teaspoon salt, divided

 1 small carrot, grated

 1 medium apple, peeled,  
  cored and chopped

 1 egg

 2/3 cup unsweetened applesauce, divided

 1/2 cup Italian bread crumbs

 1 teaspoon poultry seasoning

 1/2 teaspoon ground sage

 1/4 teaspoon ground black pepper

 1 pound ground chicken

 2 tablespoons honey mustard

Preheat oven to 400 degrees.
Melt butter in a skillet over medium heat. Saute celery 

and onion with 1/2 teaspoon salt, stirring occasionally, 
until onion is soft and browned, about 12 minutes. Stir 
in the carrot, cook 5 more minutes. Stir in apple and 
remove from heat.

In a mixing bowl, lightly mix together egg, 1/3 cup 

apple sauce, bread crumbs, poultry seasoning, sage, 1/2 tea-
spoon salt and black pepper. Stir in the celery mixture. Add 
ground chicken and mix thoroughly.

Form into a loaf and place into the center of a 9-by-
13-inch baking dish.

In a small bowl, mix together 1/3 cup applesauce and 
honey mustard until smooth. Spread mixture over top and 
sides of loaf.

Bake in preheated oven for 30 minutes, then reduce heat 
to 375 degrees and continue baking until internal tempera-
ture is 180 degrees, about 30 minutes. Allow loaf to rest for 
5 minutes before serving.
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For more information and booth rental, 
call Kim Erwin at 937-544-8252

Located In the Heart of Wheat Ridge Amish Country
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Olde Thyme
Herb Fair & Harvest 

Celebration

WHEAT RIDGE

FRIDAY • SATURDAY • SUNDAY
OCTOBER 12TH - 13TH - 14TH, 2018

10:00 A.M. TO 5:00 P.M.

www.wheatridgeherbfestivals.comwww.wheatridgeherbfestivals.comwww.wheatridgeherbfestivals.comwww.wheatridgeherbfestivals.comwww.wheatridgeherbfestivals.comwww.wheatridgeherbfestivals.com

Enjoy the Fall Harvest along with 
150 artisans, craftspeople, 
antiques, fall harvest 
decorations, herbs and 
herbal products, locally 
produced and from-scratch 
foods, and shooting the 
Pumpkin Cannon.

For more information and booth rental, 

Located In the Heart of Wheat Ridge Amish Country

817 Tater Ridge Rd. 
West Union, OH 45693

10th Annual



Story and photos by  
Megan Neary

Step through the silky curtain that 
hangs in Practical Wellness and enter a 
different world. Here, the lights are dim, 
the noise from the street is gone, and 
calming music fills the air. On the floor 
students lay on yoga mats and breathe 
deeply — in and out, in and out — while 
Shannon Jacobs reads to them in her soft, 
soothing voice. She tells them “the best 
is yet to come,” she tells them to “cher-
ish the moments, all of them,” and she 
tells them, “We are balanced, aligned and 
whole.”

Jacobs is an instructor of yoga and 
meditation and the owner of Practical 
Wellness in Washington Court House, 
which will soon be re-branded Indigo 
Roots. The business offers a range of yoga 
classes, workshops dedicated to a variety 
of mindfulness, health and wellness topics 
and holistic therapies. It is also home to a 
small boutique that sells everything from 
essential oils to jewelry to yoga accessories 
and apparel.

“We’re, I think, the only yoga studio in 
Fayette County,” said Jacobs.

She didn’t always intend to open 
a yoga study. In fact, when Practical 
Wellness first opened, it was exclusively 
focused on teaching meditation. But 

many clients expressed an interest in 
learning yoga, so Jacobs earned a certifi-
cation and started teaching. Today, she 
is one of four instructors at the studio, 
which now offers nine classes per week.

Jacobs became interested in meditation 
after the birth of her second child. She 
was looking for something to help relieve 
stress and give her a feeling of being 
grounded. So, she taught herself to medi-
tate then founded a meditation group at 
her church. When the group met for the 
first time, the other attendees turned to 
Jacobs for guidance in learning how to 
meditate, and she found she enjoyed the 
teaching experience. After that, she said, 
“Everything started falling into place,” 

Yoga studio offers 
 calm in the storm

Inner peace
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and Jacobs opened Practical Wellness in March 
2015.

She remembers her husband warning her the 
idea might not work, but “it’s grown so much 
that I’m shocked. I hope we continue to help as 
many people in the community as we can.”

Jacobs said her main goal is “to help people 
find wellness and balance in their lives.” She 
said her students have seen the benefits of yoga 
and meditation in many facets of their lives.

“They feel a lot better not only physically, 
but mentally,” she said, explaining many attend 
classes weekly or more frequently. Jacobs said 
they have told her, “I wouldn’t come back if it 
wasn’t working.”

According to Jacobs, one of the key benefits 

of yoga, meditation and holistic therapy is 
they help relieve stress.

“Everyone is stressed out nowadays, so I’m 
trying to help people find different coping 
mechanisms,” she said. She hopes to “help 
people grow,” “find peace in their lives” and 
“find balance.”

“(Yoga is) so much more than just exercise. 
… It’s really a way of life,” she said, explaining 
it’s about “joining together your body, mind 
and spirit.”

“It’s really about being who you are and 
how you want to be in the world,” she said.

Practical Wellness offers a variety of classes 
for a variety of abilities, including gentle class-
es, chair yoga classes and children’s groups.

Jacobs, who is originally from New 
Holland, said she is proud to be a part of the 
Fayette County community. In 2016, she was 
recognized with an Innovation Award from 
the Fayette County Chamber of Commerce. 
In 2017, she won a Small Business Award.

“I’m trying to continually keep learning so 
I can keep deepening the practice for others,” 

“Everyone is stressed out 
nowadays, so I’m trying to 
help people find different 
coping mechanisms.”

— Shannon Jacobs
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said Jacobs. “We just try to offer something that everyone 
can like or can learn from.”

Jacobs’ passion is evident as her voice lights up when 
she speaks on helping others.

“I love what I do, and I love getting to help 
people,” she said. “It’s the coolest job ever.”

Practical Wellness 
Downtown Washington Court House

• Grand opening Oct. 13 to celebrate 
its re-branding as Indigo Roots. With 
all-day open house, free classes, mini 
wellness market, refreshments.

• Jones works with Fayette County 
Memorial Hospital’s Foundation 
to offer free yoga classes and 
meditation sessions for those 
with breast cancer or survivors.  
She often speaks in the com-
munity. For details,  
call Jacobs at 740-572-0629.
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Story by Ivy Potter

For Jessica Davis, the master 
baker behind Suzy’s Sweets, what 
started as a weekend hobby with her 
husband has developed into a sus-
tainable business.

In 2014, the Davises began set-
ting up at the Portsmouth Farmers 
Market on the esplanade early on 
Saturday mornings, and now their 
sweet treats can be purchased in two 
retail locations.

As Suzy’s Sweets gained popular-
ity at the farmers market with their 
banana nut, lemon and blueberry 
breads, and a few select cookies and 
truffles, they were soon inspired to 
expand their menu and their busi-
ness, too.

Suzy’s Sweets began receiving 
invitations to set up at local festi-
vals and events, like Noble Family 
Farm’s Vendor Days in Minford 
and the Beaver Oktoberfest. 
Business took off for the Davises.

While doing markets, they were 
approached by Bryan Sewell, a man-
ager at the Waverly Rural King, and 
he recruited them as a local vendor. 
Their products became available in 
stores in January 2016. One year 
later, Suzy’s Sweets made its way 
into a second Rural King location, 
New Boston.

The weekend hobby had quickly 
grown into something much bigger 
than either of the Davises antici-
pated.

Soon, Jessica Davis was able to 
devote herself full time to her career 

In the Kitchen With:

Caramel 
Pecan  
Sticky 
Buns

Jessica  Davis

as a baker. Sales are still on the 
rise in the two retail locations, and 
the pair is continuing the farmers 
market tradition. Suzy’s Sweets has 
again expanded its menu to include 
sweet rolls, artisan breads, cobblers 
and more.

Jessica Davis reports a permanent 
location for Suzy’s Sweets is on the 
horizon.

“Our future goal is to be able to 
open a small café where we can have 
soups, sandwiches and a variety of 
sweets,” Davis said.

Photo by Ivy Potter

Courtesy of Suzy’s Sweets

275 California Pike, Beaver

740-961-0877
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Suzy’s SweetsSugar 
CookieS

 2 2/3 cups flour

 1 teaspoon baking soda

 1/2 teaspoon baking powder

 1/2 teaspoon salt

 1 egg

 1 1/2 cups sugar

 1 cup butter

 1 1/2 teaspoons vanilla

  Small bowl of 

  sugar for rolling

•	 In	a	small	bowl,	ad
d	flour,	bak

ing	

soda,	bakin
g	powder	a

nd	salt.

•	 In	a	mixing	bowl,
	add	egg,	su

gar,	

butter	and	
vanilla.	Mix

	well.

•	 Add	dry	
ingredients

	to	egg	mix-

ture	and	m
ix	well.

•	 Roll	doug
h	into	1-inc

h	balls	and
	

roll	in	suga
r.

•	 Bake	on	
cookie	shee

ts	lined	wit
h	

parchment	paper	a
t	350	degre

es	

for	8-10	minutes.

Homemade  
Orange  

Marmalade
Courtesy of  

Suzy’s Sweets

Homemade 
Apple Butter
Courtesy of 

Suzy’s Sweets

Chocolate Chip  
Dream
Courtesy of  
Suzy’s Sweets

Suzy’s Sweets

Banana nut Bread  1 1/2 cups sugar 2 cups flour 1/2 teaspoon salt 1/2 teaspoon baking soda 1/2 cup butter, softened 2 eggs, beaten 1 teaspoon vanilla 1/4 cup milk 3-4 large bananas 1 1/2 cups walnuts, chopped

•	 In	a	small	bowl,	mix	the	dry		
ingredients.	Leave	out	nuts		
for	now.•	 In	a	separate	mixing	bowl,	add	
butter,	eggs,	vanilla,	milk	and	
bananas.	Mix	well.•	 Add	dry	ingredients	to	wet		
mixture.	Mix	well.•	 Stir	in	walnuts.•	 Pour	batter	into	greased	pans		

and	bake	at	350	degrees	for		
15-20	minutes	for	a	small	pan		
or	30	minutes	for	a	large	pan,		
or	until	toothpick	tests	clean.

Courtesy of Suzy’s Sweets

275 California Pike, Beaver

740-961-0877

visit them at

Suzy’s Sweets
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Instant Expert

Q. The World 
Equestrian Center 
is a gem in 
Wilmington. For 
those who have 
not visited, why 
should they con-
sider doing so?

A. You don’t have to be a 
horse lover to enjoy this village of its 
own. It is open free to the public for 
horse shows and competitions. Visit their 
website and see all of their events. They 
offer lodging/cabins and such a fun time 
for the family. You will be in awe of the 
size and experience.

Q. What events in the fall 
in Clinton County should 
people check out?

A. The Clinton County Corn Festival. 
Check out our website for more informa-
tion.

Q. Are there any 
fun spots for pho-
tographers to seek 
out in the area?

A. There are lots of places to 
take great photos. We sit right 
in the middle of the heart of 
agriculture and country. Visit 
us and make your own memo-
ries by exploring our quilt 

trails, the wonderful and beautiful farms, 
our historic downtown, state parks, cov-
ered bridges and so much more.

Q. What’s your favorite 
restaurant, or what plac-
es would you recommend 
visitors check out?

A: The General Denver is a very iconic 
restaurant downtown with an outdoor 
patio, fine dining and tavern with an old-
time feel. You won’t go away hungry, and 
the experience is worth it. If you are in 
the mood for a burger, you have to try a  

Rod burger. The Capricorn Inn located 
by Cowan Lake is the best burger. It 
serves huge portions and offers just a  
phenomenal experience.

Q. Why is fall in the  
area fun?

A: Fall in Clinton County is beautiful 
and so much fun. The beautiful trees, the 
country aspect and you can’t go wrong 
with the smells of fall in the Midwest. 
We have lots to do, hayrides, our corn 
festival, state parks and so much more. 
Check out www.clintoncountyohio.com.

Q. Any events you want 
to get on the radar for 
winter?

A: Our Hallidazzle night parade. 
Check out Main Street Wilmington on 
Facebook for more details. It’s a great 
experience for the entire family. There are 
downtown vendors, and it’s lots of fun.

Q&A with Susan Valentine
Director, Clinton County  
Convention and Visitors Bureau

Sponsored Content



Sponsored Content

Relax & Unwind
Life is FUN in Clinton County!

What is on your Bucket List?
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Renaissance Festival



125 Years of Biking

A patch identifies those who are  
members of the Portsmouth Motorcycle Club.
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125 Ye a rs
of Biking

Story and photos by  
Tom Corrigan

It started with 15 bicycle enthu-
siasts in 1893. Credit for being the 

founding father goes to Alex 
Glockner, a patriarch 

of Portsmouth’s 
Glockner fam-

ily. In 1913, 
what was the 

Portsmouth 
Cycling 

Club 

became the Portsmouth Motorcycle Club. 
But it’s the 1893 date that seems to mat-
ter most.

With that date in mind, the American 
Motorcycle Association recognizes the 
Portsmouth Motorcycle Club as the oldest 
motorcycle club in the country.

Located since the 1940s in a con-
verted home at the end of Front Street 
on Alexandria Point, the club marked its 
125th anniversary June 30 with a party for 
the community.

The club has plenty of history, certainly, 
and club vice president Joe McNeer, 56, 
has plenty of history with the club. His 
grandfather was a member, and he joined 
some 25 years ago. “It’s been a big part 

of my life,” McNeer says. Son Tyler, 32, 
is, for now, a probationary member, but 
expects to become the club’s only third-
generation legacy member soon. (Legacy 
or not, each would-be new member must 
pass a six-month probationary period, after 
which members will vote “yea” or “nay” 
on permanent membership.)

“I grew up down here for the most 
part,” Tyler McNeer says after return-
ing from the club’s spring run, which 
included about 100 bikes despite rain. 
“Everyone here knows everyone. I grew 
up with these guys.”

Club headquarters was packed with 
people and surrounded by bikes after the 
roughly 60-mile cruise. What’s obvious is 
a mutual love of riding and working on 
bikes. But members also mentioned the 
camaraderie of the group, and perhaps 
most importantly, the organization’s 
community involvement.

“We all get along; we have a great 

Portsmouth Motorcycle Club 
recognized as oldest in nation
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group of people,” says 14-year member 
Dan Thompson, adding what has kept 
him a member all this time is the club’s 
civic activities. “We love helping the com-
munity and people that need help.”

Thompson and others talked about toy 
runs at Christmas time, activities to sup-
port veterans and numerous other under-
takings. The community help was the first 
thing mentioned about the club by mem-
ber Keith Rose, who, with Thompson, was 
manning a table selling hats and patches, 
some commemorating the club’s quasqui-
centennial (125 years), during the recent 
spring run.

“We give a lot to kids,” Rose said.

“You know these guys, some of them, 
might look a little rough,” Thompson said. 
“It’s an image, but they are all  
good guys.”

Charles Seymore, 72, is acknowl-
edged as the longest tenured member 
of the club, having joined in 1962 at 
age 16. (The club has since changed the 
minimum age for membership to 21.) 
Seymore said the club has given him 
memories and experiences he never would 
have otherwise. He mentions riding by 
waterfalls or cruising down twisting, turn-
ing country roads. The motorcycle club 
is generally for men only, but Seymore’s 
wife Sharon is one of four honorary 

female members. Charles Seymore says 
he still rides and intends to keep riding 
as much and as long as his health allows. 
The Seymores also mentioned the club’s 
community-minded activities as a huge 
positive.

McNeer said there are hundreds of sto-
ries that can be told about the club’s 125 
years. Club headquarters is a bit  
of a museum, with vintage photos, 
patches and riding gear from days gone 
by. Unfortunately, a lot of club memora-
bilia was lost to a fire in 2001. The club 
reached out to the community asking 
anyone to step forward with club-related 
materials they might be willing to donate.

About to celebrate its 125th anniversary, the Portsmouth Mo-
torcycle Club has its own popular mural on the city floodwalls. 
Club vice president Joe McNeer says the mural has been 
featured countless times in Easy Rider magazine.
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Parked bikes are lined 
up for a few blocks 
along Front Street 

leading away from the 
Portsmouth Motorcycle 

Club headquarters.

Portsmouth responded nicely, perhaps 
especially the Glockner family, McNeer 
said.

In 1913, club founder Alex Glockner 
started a Harley-Davidson dealership  
in Portsmouth. That dealership later was 
sold to Harry McNeer, Joe McNeer’s 
grandfather. That business became the 
McNeer Motor Co., which, on Tenth 
Street to this day caters to motorcycles  
of all types, with mechanical and custom-
izing work.

Tyler McNeer is not only following his 
father into the Portsmouth Motorcycle 
Club, but also is a mechanic working in 
the family business.

The headquarters of the Portsmouth 
Motorcycle Club on Alexandria Point 
is surrounded by people (and bikes) 
after a recent spring run.
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OH-70072831

Scioto County
Cancer Center

915 10th Street
Portsmouth, OH 45662

740.355.1234
www.sciotocountycancercenter.com

Adams County
Cancer Center

265 Medical Center Dr.
Seaman, OH 45679

937-386.0000
www.adamscountycancercenter.com

Clermont County 
Cancer Center

4402 Harmon Lane,
Batavia, OH 45103

513-735-4442
www.clermontcountycancercenter.com

“We give you a fi ghting chance!”

Advanced Technology

Give Yourself A
Fighting Chance

Get A Second
Opinion Today

Become a
ancer survivor

WITH A PERSONAL TOUCH

C



Pictured is the park’s iconic carillon. 

A CELEBRATION  
of  HISTORY  

and 

INNOVATION

Carillon Park  
home to  

Wright  
Brothers’  
airplane
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Story and photos by  
Sarah Allen

The airplane. Freon. The pop-top can.
These seemingly unrelated items actu-

ally have a lot in common — they can 
all be traced back to Dayton. And those 
inventions — and many more — are 
all celebrated at the open-air history 
museum, Carillon Park.

While officially opened in 1950, the 
park first began to take shape in 1942 
with the construction of its iconic caril-
lon. And, in the nearly 70 years since 
then, Carillon Park has grown and 
changed on its endless mission toward 
education and ingenuity — making it 
a true reflection of the inventors that it 
honors.

Lauryn Bayliff, director of community 
development at Dayton History, gave an 
example of the many changes the park 
has seen. In the 10 years she’s been with 

The Wright Brothers’ 1905 Wright Flyer III is the 
only aircraft designated a historical landmark. 

Carillon Park was first opened in 1950, but began 
to take shape in 1942 when the carillon was built. 

Carillon Park
1000 Carillon Blvd., Dayton

www.daytonhistory.org
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the park, Bayliff said, “We’ve had a 
new attraction about every year.”

One such added exhibit, she said, 
was Carillon Brewing Co. Added 
in 2014, this fully operational 
1850s-style brewery uses methods 
and recipes from that era.

She also described other popu-
lar stops in the park, such as the 
Newcom Tavern, which was origi-
nally built in 1796 and is the oldest 
building in Dayton. Bayliff added 
that the park also has a “wide col-
lection of transportation artifacts,” 
including “planes, trains, automo-
biles and bicycles.”

The most 
famous exhibit, 
however, is the 
1905 Wright 
Flyer III — one of 
the aircrafts built 
by and used by 
Orville and Wilbur 
Wright. The Flyer 
is considered the 
first practical plane 
and is the only 
aircraft designated 
a historical land-
mark.

“The plane 
causes a lot of 
interest and intrigue,” Bayliff said.

But while the Wright Brothers 
may be the most famous of Dayton’s 
inventors, they are certainly not the 
only ones — and Carillon Park cel-
ebrates them all. Along with Freon 
and pop-top cans, Dayton was also 
the birthplace of the electric self-
starter for automobiles and was the 
original home of the National Cash 

Register Co.
Bayliff said the park aims to 

showcase “how Dayton changed the 
world with these inventions.”

Those many inventions inspired 
the Carousel of Dayton Innovation. 
The hand-carved carousel highlights 
Dayton-born companies and inno-
vations, and can be enjoyed by kids 
of all ages in the park’s Heritage 
Center.

Bayliff also said another favorite 
stop for kids is a train ride that 
accompanies one of the outdoor 
exhibits. There is also a picnic area, 
as well as a diner called Culp’s 

Café, which 
pays homage to 
Culp’s Cafeteria 
— a downtown 
Dayton staple 
in the 1930s 
and 1940s. 
Sandwiches, 
soups, sodas and 
ice cream are 
served there.

In addition, 
guests can also 
visit a school-
house, a covered 
bridge, a U.S. 
Navy WAVES 

cabin and a print shop, as well as 
many other buildings that, together, 
take visitors on a journey through 
Dayton’s many milestones. The end 
result is an experience that can’t be 
found anywhere else.

“All of our artifacts are unique,” 
Bayliff said. “We tell very specific 
stories. We have things that are ‘the 
first’ or ‘the only.’”

“All of our artifacts 
are unique. We  
tell very specific  
stories. We have  
things that are  
‘the first’ or  
‘the only.’”

— Lauryn Bayliff,  
director of community  

development at  
Dayton History

Orville and Wilbur Wright 
are among the many 
inventors honored at  

Carillon Park. 

Locust Grove School 
No. 12. 

Carillon Park visitors can go inside 
historical buildings and learn about 
daily life from decades ago. 

The Smith Covered Bridge. 
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Visit
Clinton 
        County

Make that 
dream home 

yours!
Apply for a

mortgage
today!

OH-70075984
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2291 St. Rt. 22 & 3 West • Wilmington, Ohio 45177
937-382-3373 • naylorsfurniture.com

Naylor’s
FURNITURE
SHOWROOM

For All Your Furniture Needs!

local delivery
financing available
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HOMESPUN CHRISTMAS IN WILMINGTON Is Coming!

For additional information contact Judy Taylor 937-725-5868  judy.taylor57@yahoo.com

It is time to apply for our annual county wide arts & craft show.  
We have spaces available. 
This is also open to any crafter wishing to display and open their homes. 
Any business in Wilmington is also welcome to participate.
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Attention all crafters and vendors:

Five Star Rated 
Nursing Home

839 Cherry Street    Blanchester, OH
laurelsofblanchester.com

839 Cherry Street    Blanchester, OH

Five Star Rated 
O
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Rockford man opens 
sunflower fields  

to photographers

Dreaming of

Story and photos by  
Adrienne McGee Sterrett

Find your happy place in Mercer County.
Fields of sunflowers greeted those who happened along Ross 

Road this summer, and another field is nearing readiness.
Corn and beans are so commonplace, they hardly draw 
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looks. But fields of sunflowers — it’s an experi-
ment that, so far, is paying off.

Vaughn Davis decided to try sunflowers on 
some land owned by his father, Lowell. His 
father, who formerly made a career in insurance, 
started buying land in the 1970s to recapture 
the farming lifestyle of his childhood. Lowell 
Davis, 79, now owns 600 acres in the area.

On the farm on Ross Road sits the Frysinger 
School, a one-room schoolhouse that served 
Dublin Township children, as well as Vaughn’s 
great-grandmother. 

“The kids that went through this (school-
house) won World War I and World War II for 
us,” Lowell Davis said.

Lowell Davis began restoring the school in 
2007, fixing the roof and evicting the raccoons 
from under it. The refinished oak floors still bear 
marks singed from embers flying from the pot-
bellied stove that used to sit in the middle of the 
classroom. Maps hang from its walls above origi-
nal walnut wainscotting — Lowell Davis is tick-
led by a reproduction map from 1804 showing 
Fort Wayne, Indiana, as part of Ohio — and a 
flag at the chalkboard has 34 stars, the correct 
number of states when the school opened.

“It should last a good many years,” Lowell 
Davis said.

It’s a piece of history in the modern era, serv-
ing as Vaughn Davis’ office and inspiration as 
it sits tucked into a row of newer grain bins. 
Vaughn was born in Celina, graduated from 

high school in Troy, earned a chemical engi-
neering degree from Vanderbilt University and, 
after lots of travel domestically and overseas, 
settled in Maine with his family. But he always 
came home to help his dad harvest both tra-
ditional crops and the popcorn crop his father 
started about 10 years ago.

His mother is a Master Gardener, her father 
was a longtime exhibitor at county fairs, and his 
eldest son is a landscape designer.

“I think it’s in our blood. I’m not sure. It 
seems that way,” he said.

The side of his personality that earned an 
MBA in international marketing meshes with 
his love of gardening. He quickly put together 
that people in Maine enjoy buying sunflower 
seeds for birdfeeders, and land is available for 
that crop in Ohio.

He just had to figure out how to plant, raise 
and harvest them.

“Sort of on a lark, we planted two or three 
acres of sunflowers back of the schoolhouse,” 
Vaughn Davis said. He sold the harvest out 
immediately, using his Maine friends and con-
tacts for wholesale sales. Last year, he increased 
the acreage. This year, he increased it again 
to 40 acres of sunflowers for seed. He also 
planted floral sunflowers for a partnership with 
Something from the Garden in Van Wert, 
owned by Juli Hamilton.

“She thought she could sell them. I thought I 
could grow them,” Vaughn Davis said.

“It was important for me to use land that was in 
the family to do this. There’s something about 
the story that I think resonates well.”

— Vaughn Davis
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After being introduced by a mutual 
friend, Vaughn Davis and Hamilton 
struck a deal. She sells his floral stems 
at farmers markets. These varieties lack 
the massive seedy centers.

On another whim this year, Vaughn 
Davis experimented with publicizing 
an event on Facebook. He opened his 
fields for free photo opportunities and 
cuttings, at $1 per stem. 

“It was just sort of a Facebook viral 
event,” Vaughn Davis said. Hundreds 
responded, cars filling the barnyard.

“I think it makes people happy. It’s 
all about the experience,” he said.

Hamilton said there is a lot of 
potential.

“They’re just a happy flower. It 
doesn’t matter how straggly they 
look, they’re just still so pretty,” she 
said. “So to see a 40-acre field in mass 
bloom was stunning.”

This year, he planted about 25,000 
flowers. Next year, he plans on  
75,000 plants. And he will increase 
the Facebook photo events also,  
staggering plantings so they bloom  
at various times.

Vaughn Davis hasn’t worked as 
an engineer since 2014 and has fully 
embarked on his second career. He 
splits his time between Maine and 
Ohio — his wife’s finance career in 
Maine is booming — and dreams of 
a retail store with sunflower fields for 
both birdseed and human consump-
tion and perhaps even a botanical 
garden. He is dabbling in sunflower 
oil, which goes hand in hand with the 
Davis’ popcorn. His goal is to make 
Ross Road a destination, fully embrac-
ing agritourism.

When asked why he chose 
Rockford: “Why go anywhere else? 
I wanted to make it personal. It was 
important for me to use land that 
was in the family to do this. There’s 
something about the story that I think 
resonates well.” 

The popcorn label, in fact, boasts 
the GPS coordinates of the farm.

“I just think a lot of people want to 
know where their stuff comes from,” 
he said. “My life has become growing 
plants with economic possibilities.”

Vaughn Davis enjoys working for 

• Crafts • Home Decor • Furniture • Desks
• Hickory Rockers • Candles • Leather Hand Bags

• Gift Certifi cates • Seasonal Items
Dutch Kitchen
Home Cooking

Authentic Pennsylvania Dutch
Specialities served daily  Kitchen Open 7am-2pm

Just 5 miles south of Bainbridge on St. Rt. 41
4417 St. Rt. 41 South

Open Mon-Sat 8am-5pm  Closed Sun

• Hickory Rockers • Candles • Leather Hand Bags

CraftsUnlimited
• Hickory Rockers • Candles • Leather Hand Bags• Hickory Rockers • Candles • Leather Hand Bags
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himself and poking at ideas as they materialize, from 
coming up with an easier-to-ship retail popcorn bag to 
having a friend in Maine design a logo for the business 
to retrofitting an electric motor on his great-grandfa-
ther’s grain cleaner. Oh, and he might start growing 
lavender in Maine.

“I’ve put my MBA to use,” he said, chuckling. “I 
expect this all to work. I think you have to believe that, 
or why start?”

Photo Op
Follow Schoolhouse Farms 1862 on  

Facebook for details on a photo day in the  
sunflower fields. The final field for the  
season will bloom in mid-September. 

Photos may be taken for free;  
cuttings are $1 per stem.
5486 Ross Road, Rockford 

www.schoolhouse-farms.com

Support Business 
Schoolhouse Farms 1862 products such as pop-

corn and sunflower oils are available for purchase at 
Something from the Garden, 13492 U.S. 224, Van 
Wert. The store stocks flowers, produce and goods 
like jellies and honey. Follow Something from the 

Garden on Facebook for a farmers market schedule.
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From total hip, shoulder and knee replacements to hand and foot surgery, 
the stellar orthopedic team at SOMC offers comprehensive orthopedic 
care that will get you back to doing the things you love to do.
 

SOMC Orthopedic Associates
1711 27th Street | Braunlin Building Suite 102

Portsmouth, OH 45662

740-356-1709

When you live your life all-in, you need the all-pro team 
at Southern Ohio Medical Center.



Column by Kay Frances

I discovered the joys of having some jingle 
in my pocket at a very early age. My “allow-
ance” for doing my chores was 25 cents a 
week, but that wasn’t nearly enough to sup-
port my candy bar habit. So, I found other 
ways to earn money.

For a while, I subcontracted under my 
brother by helping with his paper route. I 
remember going out one Sunday morning 
before daybreak. There was snow everywhere 
and it was very, very cold. I made it to about 

three houses before dash-
ing back to the warmth 
of my bed. He didn’t 

pay that well, anyway. When I asked for 
more, he said that I should just be grateful 
that he was going to let me live another day. 
So, I had to find alternate means of income.

One Christmas, I got a metal loom and 
a huge bag of cloth loops to make pothold-
ers. So, I went door-to-door peddling my 
wares for 25 cents each. This made for a nice 
little side hustle aside from my chores. You 
might wonder why my parents allowed me 
to knock on the doors of complete strang-
ers. Truth is, I’m not sure they even knew. 
I would go out on my bike and my parents 
weren’t really ever aware of my exact where-
abouts. As long as I was home before the 
street lights came on, all was well. My bike 
was my main mode of transportation, my 
freedom and my ticket to the candy store.

In the fall, I would take Dad’s rake 
around the neighborhood and 

offer to rake peoples leaves for 
— you guessed it — 25 cents. 

I got a fair amount 
of business. 

Maybe people were just tired of seeing me 
and I had worn them down with my inces-
sant sales pitches.

My parents made sure we had the basics. 
But, anything “extra” was going to have to 
come from the sweat of our brow. I could 
never decide if we were poor or they were 
just really, really cheap. I didn’t realize that 
they were instilling a work ethic in us.

I started babysitting at 12 years old and 
started picking raspberries at 13. That  
was a tough way to make a living. Your 
hands would get cut and stained and you 
only made 10 cents a quart. Yet, I couldn’t 
have been happier. When I turned 16, I  
got my work permit and I was really off  
and running!

All of my friends worked, too. We all had 
stingy parents who wouldn’t give us money 
for anything they considered frivolous. And, 
the lengthy explanation you’d have to give 
to pry any money out of them at all just 
wasn’t worth it.

I discovered the joys of work and the 
resulting independence at a very young 
age. It doesn’t seem like kids today work 
the way my generation did and it’s really a 
shame; the world would be a better place 
with more potholders in it. And, those 
leaves aren’t going to rake themselves.

To work 
   or 
  not to work

(It wasn’t even an option when your parents were tightwads.)

38 | Salt | SW Ohio | September/October 2018



Fresh Produce in season!

Free Samples throughout the store every Saturday.

  Meat & Cheese • Discount Groceries • Souvenirs • Crafts • Gifts • Vitamins & Herbs 
• Candles • Books • Toys • Handcrafted Furniture • Gazebos • Seasonal Items

Gliders • Tables • Chairs
Rockers • Coffee Tables • Swings

Available in 19 Colors!

Think Country, Think Quality
NEW HOURS MON-FRI 8-6; SAT 8-5; CLOSED SUNDAY

Bulk Foods our Specialty
So are Great Prices!

Maintenance Free Poly Outdoor Furniture

Buy Here 
& Save!
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Ad Sponsored By
Fayette County Travel & Tourism.
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Miller's Bakery & Furniture 
960 Wheat Ridge Rd., West Union, Ohio 45693 

937-544-8524

Come to Wheat Ridge;
“Where the Pace is a Little Slower”

October 6th
41st Annual Miller’s Anniversary Customer Appreciation Day

Menu: BBQ Chicken, Baked Beans, Cole Slaw, Ice Cream, Pie,
Co� ee and Soft Drinks. Get Your Free 2019 Calendar with our Sale Dates!

October 12th, 13th, and 14th
Wheat Ridge Old Thyme Herb Fair & Harvest Celebration
Fri., Sat., and Sun. 10:00 A.M. - 6:00 P.M.  •  817 Tater Ridge Road, West Union, OH

For more info or to rent vendor’s booths call: 937-544-8252 or
www.wheatridgeherbfestival.com
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Baked Fresh - On the Farm
Savor the taste of “made from scratch”

Open Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 6 p.m. Saturday 8a.m. - 5 p.m. • Closed Sundays
4918 St. Rt. 41-S, Bainbridge, OH

Now featuring
FRESH MADE REUBEN SANDWICHES

Fresh Ground Coffee • Brownies • Apple Fritters
Pies • Dinner Rolls • Cookies • Fry Pies • Donuts
Cinnamon Rolls • Pumpkin Rolls • Breads • Cakes

    Hand 
      Tossed
       Hot
  Pretzels
       Daily

       the
  Pretzel
Sandwiches

try(
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Story and photos by Jane Beathard

Long before he was a main character in the musical 
“Hamilton,” Aaron Burr was a real-life dreamer, schemer and 
adventurer on the Ohio frontier.

He was a hero of the Revolutionary War, a Founding 
Father and Thomas Jefferson’s first vice president.

Burr was politically ambitious. And that ambition eventu-
ally led him to be accused of betraying the very country he 
helped establish.

That alleged betrayal took form on an Ohio River island 
in what was then Virginia’s portion of the river (there was 
no “West” Virginia before the Civil War). Burr’s partners in 
crime were Irish immigrants named Blennerhassett.

Who were the Blennerhassetts?
Harman and Margaret Blennerhassett were wealthy, edu-

cated Irish expatriates who were forced to flee their native 
land in 1796 on the eve of a revolt against English rule. 
Moreover, Harman was Margaret’s much-older uncle and 
their union was frowned upon by family.

They sold their grand estate in County Kerry with more 
than 700 acres of land to finance relocation to America where 
they hoped to start a new life free of oppression on the edge 
of civilization.

They visited Philadelphia, Baltimore and New York 
City where they likely had a brief encounter with George 
Washington.

With their many valuable possessions, hundreds of books, 
and a contingent of servants and slaves in tow, they traveled 
via wagon over the Appalachian Mountains to the burgeon-
ing village of Pittsburgh — then gateway to the American 
West.

They took a flatboat down the Ohio River and just past the 
enclave of Marietta in Ohio Territory they saw an island — 
one of the largest in the river.

“They fell in love with it,” said Miles Evenson,  

‘Jewel in   
 the River’

Blennerhassett  
Manor and Museum
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superintendent of the West Virginia state historical park that 
now occupies much of the island.

And because the island was on the Virginia side of the  
river and not the Ohio side, the Blennerhassetts could keep  
their slaves.

They bought the upper part of the 4-mile-long island from 
a prominent Marietta businessman. And in 1798, they began 
construction of a Palladian-style manor house that resembled 
Washington’s Mount Vernon.

Hostilities with the local American Indians had only recently 
subsided. In fact, the Delaware Chief Nemacolin still lived on  
the island. So, Harman and Margaret took up residence in a 
secured block house on the island for two years while their 
manor went up.

Building materials came by flatboat from Pittsburgh and 
beyond. By 1800, the 12-room main house and outlying study 
and summer kitchen were ready for occupancy.

“It was like a jewel in the river,” Evenson said of the manor.
Margaret wrote poetry and hosted lavish parties in the formal 

dining room. Harman held forth in his study, read law and 
dabbled in astronomy.

They entertained many prominent figures of the day, includ-
ing Kentucky politician Henry Clay and explorer George Rogers 
Clark. Davey Crockett and Sam Houston passed by.

And in 1805, Aaron Burr stopped to visit.

Disgrace and accusations of treason
Burr’s reputation was in tatters after killing Alexander 

Hamilton in an illegal duel in 1804. He had made an enemy of 
Jefferson, and his political career was over.

As a result, Burr turned his eyes toward the Southwest — and 
in particular toward Texas — which was then part of Mexico.

“He wanted to turn Texas into his own country where he 
would be president,” Evenson said.

But Burr needed financing — the kind of money the 
Blennerhassetts could provide.

Harman agreed to support the project and throughout 1805-
‘06 Burr came and went on the island, supervising construction 
of a fleet of flatboats that would carry the invaders south.

Friends of Jefferson’s who lived in the area got wind of the plot 
and reported details (although embellished) to the president.

Jefferson had both Burr and Harman arrested for treason and 
jailed at Richmond. The Wood County (Virginia) Militia ran-
sacked the manor house and held Margaret hostage.

She eventually escaped with two of her children and fled south 
to Mississippi Territory where she started life over on a 1,000-

acre cotton plantation.
“She never saw her island again,” Evenson said.

Blennerhassetts go broke
Burr’s treason trial ended in acquittal and both he and Harman 

were eventually released from custody.
Harman joined Margaret in Mississippi where their fortunes 

again turned sour. A series of cotton crop failures left them in dire 
financial straits and they lost their plantation to back taxes.

Desperate, they traveled to Canada where Harman had been 
promised a judgeship by an old friend. But the friend died before 
they reached Montreal and the position never materialized.

Their money exhausted, the Blennerhassetts went home and 
moved in with relatives.

Harman died on the Isle of Guernsey in 1831. Margaret 
returned to New York City and moved in with her son, Harman 
Jr., a sometime actor and full-time alcoholic. She died penniless  
in 1842.

The grand manor house on Blennerhassett Island fell into dis-
repair. It burned to the ground in 1811 after local farmers began 
storing industrial hemp in its vacant rooms.

History resurrected
Realizing the historical significance of the island, West Virginia 

began the Blennerhassett Island Project in 1979, Evenson said.
Re-construction of the grand manor house began in 1984. Its 

design was based on records and drawings and its foundation was 
laid directly over that of Margaret and Harman’s residence — 
although about 8 feet higher to avoid Ohio River flooding.

Finished in 1990, the manor opened for public tours in 1992. 
It was furnished with authentic period pieces, including some that 
actually belonged to the Blennerhassetts.

“They were traced via auction receipts,” Evenson said.
Although the island belongs to the DuPont corporation on today, 

most of it was designated a state park in 1989 via a lease agreement.
In 1996, the bodies of both Margaret and Harman, Jr. were 

exhumed in New York and re-buried just behind the study wing of 
the manor house.

Margaret had at last come home to the island she loved.

42 | Salt | SW Ohio | September/October 2018



Access from Parkersburg,  
West Virginia

From May to late October, visitors catch 
the Island Belle paddlewheeler at Point Park in 
Parkersburg for a 20-minute ride to the island’s 
main dock.

A $25 combination ticket buys a round trip 
on the boat, as well as a horse-drawn wagon ride 
around the island and a tour of the manor house. 
Volunteers in colonial dress host the tours and pro-
vide details of the Blennerhassetts’ day-to-day lives 
on the island.

There’s also a primitive group campground, pic-
nic area, gift shop, snack bar and bike rental on the 
island. Leashed dogs are welcome, Evenson said.

In winter, when the island is often iced in, activ-
ity centers around the Blennerhassett Museum in 
Parkersburg.

The museum’s three floors showcase much of the 
Ohio River’s history, as well as the history of area 
Indian tribes.

Island by candlelight
Blennerhassett Manor and Museum host a variety of special events, 

including lectures, concerts, dinner cruises and quilt shows.
“The Mansion By Candlelight is the most popular,” said Miles 

Evenson, superintendent of Blennerhassett Island State Histori- 
cal Park.

Held two weekends in October (Oct. 12-13 and 20-21 this year), 
hundreds of candles light the way from the Island Belle’s landing to 
the manor house. Electricity is banished as the entire house and park 
are transformed into a flame-lit 18th century world.

“It’s as if the Blennerhassetts are throwing a party,” Evenson 
added.

Reservations are required for Mansion By Candlelight. Call  
304-420-4800 for information.

PLANNING A VISIT

OH-70072677

Steve Thompson Meghan Davis

www.thompsonfuneralhomes.com
937.393.2373

WE’VE GOT YOU
COVERED.

OHIO ASPHALTIC 
LIMESTONE CORP.

COVERED.COVERED.
LIMESTONE & AGRICULTURAL GROUND LIME

937-364-2191
8591 Mad River Rd. Hillsboro, OH

OH-70072719

215 N. High St., Hillsboro, OH 45133
 (Across from Armory) 

 (937) 393-4558

Hearing Aid Sales • Repair & Cleaning Services
Free Hearing Screenings • Batteries & Supplies

HIGHLAND COUNTY
HEARING AID CENTER

Diane Garneau,
BC-HIS

30 Day Money Back Guarantee
Now accepting all Major

Credit Cards!
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Buckeye l  ve

Show us what you’re up to!
We’re interested in learning about what our 
Ohio neighbors are making in their free time. 
There’s so much creativity happening outside 
of the 8 to 5, a way for folks to help with the 
household budget or just express themselves 
in a way their jobs don’t ask of them.
Send a photo of a finished item, cost, social 
media info and your contact info to amcgees-
terrett@aimmediamidwest.com.

Are you a maker?

Allanah Kerns, Elida
whimsicallywarm.com
Instagram:  
whimsicallywarm
Facebook:  
Whimsically Warm
419-233-1904
whimsical@ 
ladderten.com
Custom hanging  
chalkboard sign. $20.

Nicole Sweeney, Lima
Etsy: 
Ashes2BeautybyNicole
ashes2beautyrestorations 
@gmail.com
419-234-6812
Sheet music personalized 
art, home decor. Varies.

Jessica Hales, 
Greenfield
Facebook:  
Jessica Hales
937-763-1813
Fall wreath.  
$35. Marilyn Ketner, Delaware

Etsy: agseamstress
mjketner119@aol.com
740-417-9367
T-shirt quilts, 18-inch doll clothes. Varies.

Michelle Koss,  
Delaware
Lab Lady 
Crochet
kossr38@ 
yahoo.com
614-361-9829
Crocheted 
afghans.  
$85-$150.

Bob Dunlap, 
Leesburg
937-403-7343
bobdunlap57@
yahoo.com
Hand-made  
miniature log 
cabin with  
hand-split cedar 
shake roof.  
$300-$400.
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Kaity Stuckert
Clinton County  

Farmers Market co-manager

What’s your favorite board game?
It’s been a while since I last played 

a board game, but I was invincible at 
Monopoly when I played with my dad 
and sister when we were younger.

If you could have a discussion with 
any fictional character, who would 
choose?

Neville Longbottom.

Where’s the furthest you’ve traveled?
I lived in Mukono, Uganda (East 

Africa) for four months as a study 
abroad student during my junior year 
of college.

Favorite breakfast dish?
I make a mean breakfast casserole 

with fresh pork sausage from Walnut 
Ridge Acres at the Clinton County 
Farmers Market.

Favorite clean joke?
What do you call a fake noodle?  

An impasta!

What do you love most about this 
community?

I love how involved and invested 
my family, friends and neighbors are 
in the community. Everyone is so pas-
sionate and invested in making Wilm-
ington a great place to live, and being 
a transplant, I love that I get to be a 
part of that.

By John Hamilton

Front Porch 
Profile

Offering a personal glimpse into 
the lives of notable people in 

our communities

• NET/TANF/Title XX Transportation Services: We provide non-emergency Medicaid transportation (NET) services for HCDJFS.
We provide educational and employment training transportation through the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF)
Program of HCDJFS. We provide Title XX transportation services.
• Specialized Transportation Program Grant - Over the past 17 years FRS Transportation has received 20 handicap accessible vehicles
and 4 standard minivans through the STP Grant with the Ohio Department of Transportation’s Office of Transit. These wheelchair
accessible vehicles have helped FRS Transportation to more fully help meet the needs of our disabled population of Highland County.
• 2018 Ohio Coordination Mobility Management Project - Mobility Manager is working towards meeting the mobility needs of
Highland County through marketing & coordinating of current transportation services while looking for funding sources to increase
transportation services and mobility options for those who are not eligible for any of our other types of funding sources. Such as:
• HARTS Fare Program: program offers affordable transportation for those who are elderly, disabled or considered low income living
within the Hillsboro City Limits or within a 5-mile radius of the center of Hillsboro. This service is provided by FRS Transportation by
purchasing a $20 or $25 HARTS Fare Card for 10 or 5 one way trips depending upon location, handicap, and age.
• Highland County Locally Developed Transportation Plan: Our county transportation plan allows us to apply for FTA grant fund-
ing for transportation services for the elderly, disabled, and for employment and employment training.

Working to keep Highland County MOVING! 
FRS Transportation, HCCAO, Chris Hopkins Transportation, 

Carpenters House of Prayer/Shiloh Recovery Services 
are providers of various types of transportation in Highland County.

We will be happy to answer any of your transportation questions.

Serving the Transportation needs of Highland County
by providing safe & reliable transportation services

For Information Contact Joseph Adray, HARTS/Highland County Mobility Manager at
(937) 402-6156 Email jadray@familyrecoveryservices.org • HCCAO (937) 393-3458

Highland Area Rural 
Transportation System (HARTS)

provider vehicles are 
clearly marked for your 

safety and easy identification. 

• NET/TANF/Title XX Transportation Services: We provide non-emergency Medicaid transportation (NET) services for HCDJFS.
We provide educational and employment training transportation through the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF)
Program of HCDJFS. We provide Title XX transportation services.
• Specialized Transportation Program Grant - Over the past 17 years FRS Transportation has received 20 handicap accessible vehicles
and 4 standard minivans through the STP Grant with the Ohio Department of Transportation’s Office of Transit. These wheelchair
accessible vehicles have helped FRS Transportation to more fully help meet the needs of our disabled population of Highland County.
• 2018 Ohio Coordination Mobility Management Project - Mobility Manager is working towards meeting the mobility needs of
Highland County through marketing & coordinating of current transportation services while looking for funding sources to increase
transportation services and mobility options for those who are not eligible for any of our other types of funding sources. Such as:
• HARTS Fare Program: program offers affordable transportation for those who are elderly, disabled or considered low income living
within the Hillsboro City Limits or within a 5-mile radius of the center of Hillsboro. This service is provided by FRS Transportation by
purchasing a $20 or $25 HARTS Fare Card for 10 or 5 one way trips depending upon location, handicap, and age.
• Highland County Locally Developed Transportation Plan: Our county transportation plan allows us to apply for FTA grant fund-
ing for transportation services for the elderly, disabled, and for employment and employment training.

Working to keep Highland County MOVING! 
FRS Transportation, HCCAO, Chris Hopkins Transportation, 

Carpenters House of Prayer/Shiloh Recovery Services 
are providers of various types of transportation in Highland County.

We will be happy to answer any of your transportation questions.

Serving the Transportation needs of Highland County
by providing safe & reliable transportation services

For Information Contact Joseph Adray, HARTS/Highland County Mobility Manager at
(937) 402-6156 Email jadray@familyrecoveryservices.org • HCCAO (937) 393-3458

Highland Area Rural 
Transportation System (HARTS)

provider vehicles are 
clearly marked for your 

safety and easy identification. 

For Information Contact Joseph Adray, HARTS/Highland County Mobility Manager
at (937) 402-6156 Email jadray@familyrecoveryservices.org

Working to keep Highland County MOVING! 
FRS Transportation, HCCAO, Chris Hopkins Transportation, 

Carpenters House of Prayer/Shiloh Recovery Services 

are providers of various types of transportation in Highland County.

• NET/TANF/Title XX Transportation Services: We provide non-
emergency Medicaid transportation (NET) services for HCDJFS. 
We provide educational and employment training transportation 
through the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) 
Program of HCDJFS. We provide Title XX transportation services.
• Specialized Transportation Program Grant - Over the past 
17 years FRS Transportation has received 20 handicap accessible 
vehicles and 4 standard minivans through the STP Grant with 
the Ohio Department of Transportation’s Offi ce of Transit. These 
wheelchair accessible vehicles have helped FRS Transportation 
to more fully help meet the needs of our disabled population of 
Highland County.
• 2018 Ohio Coordination Mobility Management Project 
- Mobility Manager is working towards meeting the mobility 
needs of Highland County through marketing & coordinating of 
current transportation services while looking for funding sources 
to increase transportation services and mobility options for those 
who are not eligible for any of our other types of funding sources. 
Such as:
• HARTS Fare Program: program offers affordable transportation 
for those who are elderly, disabled or considered low income living 
within the Hillsboro City Limits or within a 5-mile radius of the 
center of Hillsboro. This service is provided by FRS Transportation 
by purchasing a $20 or $25 HARTS Fare Card for 10 or 5 one way 
trips depending upon location, handicap, and age.
• Highland County Locally Developed Transportation Plan: 
Our county transportation plan allows us to apply for FTA grant 
fund-ing for transportation services for the elderly, disabled, and 
for employment and employment training.

Serving the Transportation
needs of Highland County

by providing safe & reliable transportation services

Highland Area Rural Transportation 
System (HARTS) provider vehicles 

are clearly marked for your 
safety and easy identifi cation.
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We will be happy to answer anyof your transportation questions.
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One more thought ...

“I cannot endure to waste 
anything so precious as 
autumnal sunshine by 
staying in the house.”

— Nathaniel Hawthorne

Photo by Jeff Gilliland
Afternoon sun rests on a barn at 
the Adam Vance Farm, Hillsboro. 
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