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� e sta�  of the 
Miami Trace Local 

School District 
wishes all teams a 
great fall season.
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By Chris Hoppes
choppes@aimmediamidwest.com

The Washington Blue 
Lion varsity football team 
will be looking to shore 

up their defense as they 
prepare for the 2018 season.

Last year, Washington 
went 5-5 overall. They 
finished fourth in the first-
ever season of the Frontier 

Athletic Conference with a 
record of 2-3.

Washington also had a 1-0 
forfeit win over St. Charles.

Not including the forfeit 
win, Washington averaged 

33.3 points scored to an 
average of 29.2 points 
allowed.

In the five games the Blue 
Lions lost, they averaged 

No. Name ......................................Position ......Height ........Weight .............. Grade
1 George Reno ..........................WR .............5’11 .............175 .......................... Sr.
2 Dillon Steward ........................QB ..............5’11” ...........160 ......................... Sr.
3 Omar Porter ...........................WR .............6’2 ..............200 ........................ Sr.
4 Tyris Virts ................................QB/LB .......5’8 ..............190 ........................ So.
5 Gio Thomas ............................QB ..............5’11 .............195 ........................ So.
6 Richard Burns ........................WR/DE.......6’5” ............230 ........................ Sr.
7 Kolton Jackson .......................DB ..............5’11 .............165 ......................... Sr.
8 Collin George ..........................DB ..............5’11 .............170 ......................... Sr.
9 Jalen Pettiford ........................DL ...............6’3” ............240 ........................ Sr.
10 Tyler Tackage ..........................QB/LB .......5’9 ..............170 ..........................Fr.
11 Garitt Leisure .........................DB ..............5’11” ...........165 ..........................Jr.
12 Ethan Rogers-Wright .............QB ..............5’10 ............180 ........................ So.
13 Ronquie Montgomery ............RB ..............5’5 ..............140 ..........................Fr.
14 Nick Bishop ............................K .................5’10 ............170 ......................... Sr.
15 Brandon Cubbage ..................RB ..............5’9 ..............160 ........................ So.
16 Clayton Howland ....................WR .............5’6 ..............120 ..........................Fr.
17 Jacob Stone ...........................WR .............5’5 ..............120 ..........................Fr.
18 Eli Lynch .................................WR .............6’0” ............160 ..........................Jr.
19 Jaedan Meriweather ..............WR .............5’8 ..............120 ..........................Fr.
20 Jack Mead ..............................WR .............5’8 ..............150 ..........................Fr.
21 Elisha Shaw ............................LB/DB........6’0” ............160 ......................... Sr.
22 Izahia Tyree ............................LB
23 Rishaun Burns .......................DB ..............5’11 .............160 ..........................Fr.
24 Conner Frederick ...................DB ..............5’10 ............160 ......................... Sr.
25 Collier Brown ..........................LB ...............5’11” ...........180 ..........................Jr.
26 Ronquies Montgomery ..........RB ..............5’7 ..............135 ..........................Fr.

29 Blaise Tayese ..........................K .................Sr.
30 Jarad Kuhn .............................LB ...............5’9 ..............165 ........................ So.
31 Josh Logan-Bartholemew .....RB ..............5’9 ..............160 ..........................Fr.
33 Tyler Reeves ...........................DB ..............5’9” ............170 ........................ So.
34 Jameson McCane ..................RB/WR ......6’0” ............175 ...........................Jr.
40 Jay Fettig ................................LB/DB........5’10 ............170 ......................... Sr.
43 Izahia Tyree ............................DB ..............5’9 ..............165 ........................ So.
44 Alex Hamrick ..........................LB ...............5’11 .............195 ........................ So.
47 Mike Anders ...........................DL ...............5’10 ............160 ..........................Jr.
50 Drew Moats ............................OL ...............6’0..............235 ..........................Jr.
52 Xavier Brown ..........................OL ...............5’10 ............230 ........................ Sr.
53 Colten McNichols...................OL ...............6’1” .............215 ......................... Sr.
54 Alec Ackley .............................LB ...............5’10 ............195 ........................ So.
58 Mason Mustain ......................DL ...............6’0..............220 .........................Fr.
60 Chris Nichols ..........................OL ...............5’9 ..............220 ....................... So.
61 Mack Miller .............................OL ...............5’10 ............175 ...........................Fr.
62 Chris Wilson ...........................OL ...............5’11 .............245 ........................ So.
65 Ezekiel Watson .......................OL ...............5’7 ..............250 ....................... So.
66 Kenneth Howland ..................DL ...............6’0” ............237 ..........................Jr.
68 Ryan Barton ...........................OL ...............6’3 ..............320 ....................... So.
69 Alec Haggard ..........................OL ...............6’1” .............280 ........................ Sr.
73 Jaden Mitchell ........................WR .............6’2 ..............220 .........................Fr.
74 Sterling Smith ........................OL ...............6’4 ..............275 ........................ So.
76 Dakota Weikle .........................OL ...............6’0” ............250 .........................Jr.
77 Cal Wightman.........................OL ...............6’0..............215 ..........................Fr.
81 Jake Hamilton ........................LB/DB........5’7 ..............175 ......................... So.
90 Andreas Utrera .......................DL ...............5’11 .............200 ....................... So.

WHS FOOTBALL  
ROSTER

Blue Lions look for better defense

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald 
WASHINGTON BLUE LION 2018 VARSITY FOOTBALL TEAM — (front, l-r); Josh Creagan*, Eli Lynch; (first row, l-r); Richard Burns Jr., Alec Haggard, Elisha Shaw, 
Conner Frederick, George Reno, Collin George, Omar Porter, Xavier Brown, Dillon Steward, Jalen Pettiford, Colten McNichols, Jay Fettig, Nick Bishop, Kolton 
Jackson; (second row, l-r); Ryan Barton, Alex Hamrick, Tyler Tackage, Chris Nichols, Chris Wilson, Ethan Rogers-Wright, Gio Thomas, Collier Brown, Dakota 
Weikle, Mike Anders, Tyler Reeves, Kenneth Howland, Jamie McCane, Garitt Leisure; (third row, l-r); Rishaun Burns, Clayton Howland, Jaedan Meriweather, 
Alec Ackley, Jake Hamilton, Tyris Virts, Ronquies Montgomery, Andreas Utera, Jarad Kuhn, Zeke Watson, Izahia Tyree; (fourth row, l-r); Dakota Oyer, Mason 
Mustain, Jaden Mitchell, Monquies Montgomery, Mack Miller, Sterling Smith, Jack Mead, Josh Logan-Bartholemew, Brandon Cubbage; (back row); coaches 
Mike Wilson, Corey Dye, Wes Stevenson, Marlin Ellis, Eric Downey, head coach Chuck Williamson; coaches Tyler Florda, Cameron Pavey, John Enochs, John 
Jackson, Mark Brobeck and trainer Ashley Henry. Not pictured, coach Trent Williamson. * Josh Creagan, a 2008 graduate of Washington High School, 
Creagan Lawncare LLC, donates the lawn care at Gardner Park.

See BLUE | 34
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By Chris Hoppes
choppes@aimmediamidwest.com

The Miami Trace Panthers 
are looking to rebound after 
a 1-9 season in 2017.

“I think that last year, we 
faced a number of hurdles,” 
second-year head coach Jerry 
Williams said. “Coming in 
and starting a new program, 
it was not just teaching 
the players expectations 
and schemes and plays, it 
was coaching the coaches 
on what expectations are. 
And understanding the new 
offense, understanding the 
new defense.

“There were a lot of things 
we had to get into place,” 
Williams said. “Once we got 
those into place, we had a lot 
of hurdles; there were a lot 
of challenges in the season, 
early on.

“We started to get into a 
groove in the mid-to-late sea-
son,” Williams said. “And we 
tried to build on that going 

Panthers rebuilding for 2018

No. Name ......................................Position ......Height ........Weight .............. Grade
1 Graham Carson ......................So. ..............5-8 .............125 ................. QB/DB
3 Dalton Mayer ..........................Jr. ...............6-2 .............185 ......... QB/WR/DB
4 Javin Robinette ......................Jr. ...............6-2 .............150 .................WR/DB
5 Matthew Haddox ....................So. ..............5-8 .............150 ..................SB/DB
6 Tyler Taylor .............................Sr. ...............6-2 .............195 ................. QB/DB
7 Riley Henry .............................So. ..............6-1 ..............170 .................. SB/LB
8 Brayden Cooper-Smith..........So. ..............5-9 .............170 .................WR/DB
9 Joshua Gilmore ......................So. ..............5-8 .............145 ..................SB/DB
15 Kyle Lindsey ...........................Jr. ...............5-10 ............155 .................WR/DB
17 Jayden LeBeau .......................Fr. ...............5-11 .............160 ..................SB/DB
20 Cayden Griggs........................Fr. ...............5-8 .............145 ................. RB/DB
21 Westin Melvin .........................Fr. ...............5-7 ..............135 ................. QB/DB
22 Garrett Smith .........................Fr. ...............5-8 .............135 .................WR/DB
23 Preston Reed ..........................Fr. ...............5-5 ..............125 .................WR/DB
24 Alex McCarty ..........................Fr. ...............5-6 .............130 .................WR/DB
25 Hunter McBee ........................So. ..............5-10 ............170 ......... QB/WB/DB
28 Josh Liff ..................................Sr. ...............5-11 .............200 .................RB/LB
30 Skylar Mitchell .......................Fr. ...............5-9 .............160 ................. QB/DB
32 Korey Rudd .............................Fr. ...............5-9 .............170 ..................RB/LB
33 Rylan Gardner ........................Jr. ...............6-1 ..............165 .................WR/DE
35 Caden Sweitzer ......................Jr. ...............5-10 ............165 ..................SB/DB
44 Jacob Warner .........................Jr. ...............5-10 ............175 ...................SB/DB
47 Jose Utrera .............................Fr. ...............5-6 .............150 ..................RB/DE
50 Ashton Curtis .........................So. ..............6-0 .............195 ..................OL/DE
51 Angelo Macioce......................Sr. ...............6-0 .............201 ..................OL/DE
52 Luke Henry .............................So. ..............5-10 ............195 .................. OL/LB
53 Kylan Knapp ...........................Fr. ...............5-8 .............145 .................. OL/DL

54 Caden Bridges .......................Jr. ...............5-10 ............205 ................. OL/DL
55 Westin Pettit ...........................Fr. ...............5-9 .............260 ................. OL/DL
56 Aaron Morris ..........................Jr. ...............5-7 ..............200 ................. OL/DL
58 Austin Conklin ........................Jr. ...............6-0 .............185 .................. OL/DL
59 Derek Mitchem ......................So. ..............5-9 .............210 .................. OL/DL
60 Dylan Arnold ...........................Sr. ...............5-11 .............180 .................. OL/LB
61 David Sheets ..........................Jr. ...............5-8 .............190 .................. OL/DL
63 Zane Brown ............................Fr. ...............5-8 .............170 .................. OL/DL
64 Kenny Wolffe ..........................Jr. ...............5-10 ............250 ................. OL/DL
65 Kamden Satterfield ...............So. ..............5-11 .............320 ................. OL/DL
66 Bryce Bennett ........................Fr. ...............5-9 .............185 .................. OL/DL
67 Jesse Benitez .........................Fr. ...............5-10 ............155 .................. OL/LB
68 Jesse Kinmen .........................So. ..............6-1 ..............240 ................. OL/DL
70 Noah Kingery .........................So. ..............5-10 ............215 .................. OL/DL
71 Blake Roberts .........................Fr. ...............5-10 ............170 .................. OL/DL
72 Austin Wickline .......................Sr. ...............5-10 ............250 ................. OL/DL
73 Aiden Kingery .........................Jr. ...............6-0 .............265 .................. OL/DL
76 Dylan Alltop ............................Fr. ...............5-9 .............165 .................. OL/DL
78 James Gilpen .........................So. ..............5-10 ............235 .................. OL/DL
79 Luke Anders ...........................So. ..............5-10 ............230 ................. OL/DL
82 Gage Miller .............................So. ..............5-9 .............160 ..................SB/DB
83 Jarod Seymour ......................Fr. ...............5-7 ..............130 ..................SB/DB
85 Andrew Amore .......................Jr. ...............5-11 .............180 ..................SB/DE
86 Blain Hughes ..........................Fr. ...............5-9 .............135 .................WR/DB
87 Justin Shoemaker ..................Jr. ...............6-2 .............175 ............................ K
89 Ashton Connell.......................Fr. ...............5-7 ..............155 .................WR/DB
97 Devin Seymour.......................Fr. ...............5-7 ..............150 .................WR/DB

MIAMI TRACE FOOTBALL  
ROSTER 

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald 
2018 MIAMI TRACE PANTHERS VARSITY FOOTBALL TEAM — (front, l-r); Austin Wickline, Angelo Macioce, Dylan 
Arnold, Tyler Taylor, Josh Liff; (second row, l-r); Weston Melvin, Preston Reed, Devin Seymour, Ashton Connell, 
Jared Seymour, Zane Brown, Jose Utrera, Korey Rudd, Cayden Griggs, Alex McCarty, Garrett Smith; (third row, 
l-r); Gage Miller, Graham Carson, Brandon Copper-Smith, Josh Gilmore, Aaron Morris, David Sheets, Kyle Lindsey, 
Mathew Haddox, Kylan Knapp; (fourth row, l-r); Kamden Satterfield, Jacob Warner, Rylie Henry, Hunter McBee, Noah 
Kingery, Luke Anders, James Gilpen, Derek Mitchem, Caden Bridges, Kenny Wolffe; (fifth row, l-r); Ashton Curtis, 
Rylan Gardner, Dalton Mayer, Aiden Kingery, Austin Conklin, Justin Shoemaker, Andrew Amore, Luke Henry, Javin 
Robinette; (sixth row, l-r); Bryce Bennett, Westin Pettit, Blake Roberts, Skylar Mitchell, Dylan Alltop, Blain Hughes, 
Jaydenn Terry, Jesse Benitiz, Jayden LeBeau; (back, l-r); Coaches Curt Ware, Phil Gaulin, Jeff Creamer, Head Coach 
Jerry Williams, Alan Preston, Jack Anders, Joe Henry. Not Pictured: Jesse Kinman, Spenser Smith, Mike Fritz, Matt 
Scott, Allen Hoosier.See PANTHERS | 35
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By Ryan Applegate
rapplegate@aimmediamidwest.com

GREENFIELD — Despite 
an 0-10 record a year ago the 
Tigers of McClain are look-
ing forward to the start of the 
2018 season. McClain and 
former head coach Jeremy 
Andrews parted ways at the 
close of the 2017 season and 
the Tigers named Jake Orr-
Zody the head coach earlier in 

2018.
The Tigers hope that the 

change in leadership will result 
in better results for the 2018 
season.

Coach Orr-Zody talked 
about the differences between 
this team and the 2017 squad, 
“The staff is very different. 
We return three staff members 
from last year. Our personnel 
and team are different.”

Orr-Zody continued by say-

ing, “We have some returners 
but also some newcomers that 
we will depend on. There will 
be some schematic changes as 
well.”

The makeup of the team, 25 
juniors and seniors combined, 
means that McClain has a 
strong group of returning 
players that are motivated to 
compete and improve on a 

Tigers are looking forward to start 2018 season

MCCLAIN FOOTBALL 
SCHEDULE 

Fri., Aug. 24 Adena A
Fri., Aug. 31 Unioto H
Fri., Sept. 7 Zane Trace H
Fri., Sept. 14 East Clinton A
Fri., Sept. 21 Troy Christian H
Fri., Sept. 28 Miami Trace A
Fri., Oct. 5 Chillicothe H
Fri., Oct. 12 Washington A
Fri., Oct. 19 Jackson H
Fri. Oct. 26 Hillsboro A

No. Name ......................................Position ......Height ........Weight .............. Grade
2 Braden Wright ........................6-0 .............140 .............QB/DB ..................... 9
3 Ethan Taylor ...........................5-8 .............210 .............RB/DL .....................12
4 Sam Faulconer .......................5-11 .............205 ............QB/LB .................... 11
5 David Jett ...............................5-9 .............145 .............QB/DB ....................12
6 Eric Anderson .........................5-11 .............150 .............QB/DB ....................12
7 Tanner Van Dyke ....................5-8 .............135 .............WR/DB ...................10
8 Braedon Bergstrom ...............5-8 .............140 .............K ..............................10
9 Jaydon Burns .........................5-9 .............275 .............RB/DL ...................... 9
10 Landon Eubanks ....................5-8 .............135 .............WR/DB .................... 9
11 Dakota Bartram .....................5-9 .............130 .............WR/LB ..................... 9
12 Blake Gall................................5-11 .............170 .............RB/DB .................... 11
13 Dakota Pollock .......................6-0 .............230 ............TE/LB ..................... 11
14 Christopher Starkey ..............6-4 .............170 .............TE/DL ...................... 9
15 Colton Mossbarger ................5-8 .............150 .............RB/DB ....................12
16 Richie Everhart .......................5-9 .............160 .............WR/DB ...................12
17 Matt Bliss ...............................5-10 ............150 .............RB/DB ....................10
19 Cody Lane ..............................6-1 ..............160 .............WR/DB ................... 11
20 Pat Fout ..................................5-10 ............165 .............RB/DB ....................12
22 Dalton Mischal .......................6-3 .............195 .............QB/LB .................... 11
23 Taylor Gallion .........................5-11 .............170 .............RB/LB .....................12
24 Noah Reeves ..........................5-11 .............140 .............P/WR ......................10
25 Anthony Houk ........................5-11 .............130 .............WR/DB ...................10

28 Chris McGinnis .......................5-4 .............140 .............RB/LB .....................10
29 Jakob Stanfield ......................5-4 .............125 .............RB/DB ..................... 9
32 Kyler Trefz ...............................5-7 ..............190 .............RB/DL .....................12
35 Alex Snyder ............................6-1 ..............170 .............TE/LB .....................10
40 Trevor Stonerock....................5-9 .............140 .............RB/LB ...................... 9
42 Justin Kegley ..........................6-1 ..............205 ............RB/DL .....................10
44 Trae Malcolm ..........................5-9 .............150 .............RB/LB ...................... 9
50 Gabe Martinez ........................5-10 ............180 .............OL/LB ..................... 11
51 Parker Chaney .......................5-11 .............170 .............OL/DL ...................... 9
52 Zach Crum .............................5-10 ............250 ............OL/DL ..................... 11
53 Brandon Crum .......................5-11 .............250 ............OL/DL .....................12
54 Dakota Elliott ..........................6-2 .............265 .............OL/DL .....................12
57 Landon Gilbert .......................5-10 ............165 .............OL/LB .....................10
62 Cody Everhart ........................5-10 ............195 .............OL/DL .....................10
64 Bryce Burns ...........................5-11 .............170 .............OL/DL ...................... 9
65 Zack Jacobs ...........................6-0 .............225 .............OL/DL .....................12
67 Drydon Brown ........................5-11 .............230 ............OL/DL ..................... 11
75 Trevor Tite...............................6-1 ..............325 .............OL/DL .....................12
76 Sam Colburn ..........................6-3 .............305 ............OL/DL ..................... 11
80 Cam Stuebs ...........................5-11 .............155 .............WR/DL .................... 11
82 Will Schulke ............................6-2 .............180 .............OL/DL ..................... 11
86 Teagan White ..........................5-11 .............160 .............TE/LB .....................12

MCCLAIN FOOTBALL  
ROSTER 

Ryan Applegate | Aim Media Midwest
2018 McCLAIN TIGERS FOOTBALL TEAM

See SEASON | 33
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By Ryan Applegate
rapplegate@aimmediamidwest.com

HILLSBORO — The Hill-
sboro Indians experienced a 
program resurgence in 2017 
as they compiled a 7-3 over-
all record. That 7-3 record 
marks the first winning sea-
son for Hillsboro since the 
2009 season when they went 
8-2 on the season.

Hillsboro will lean on the 
11 seniors on the squad this 
season and require them to 
step up and be leaders for the 
underclassmen on and off the 
field.

Among the returning 

seniors are quarterback 
Mason Swayne, running 
backs Josh Keets and Deon 
Burns and tight end Reece 

Eleven seniors to lead Hillsboro

HILLSBORO FOOTBALL 
SCHEDULE

Fri., Aug. 24 Western Brown A
Fri., Aug. 31 Goshen A
Fri., Sept. 7 East Clinton H
Fri., Sept. 14 Williamsburg A
Fri., Sept. 21 Clermont NE H
Fri., Sept. 28 Chillicothe H
Fri., Oct. 5 Washington A
Fri., Oct. 12 Jackson A
Fri., Oct. 19 Miami Trace A
Fri., Oct. 26 McClain H

No. Name ................................Grade
6 Mason Swayne .......................12
7 Christopher Stout ................... 9
10 Tyler Workman .......................12
12 Tobie Barker ...........................10
14 Cameron Roberts ................... 9
15 James Coday .........................12
16 Keith Doughman ....................10
17 Grant Miller ............................. 9
20 Justin Spears ......................... 11
22 Kia Rickman ...........................10
24 Josh Keets ..............................12
25 Derek Whitt ............................. 9
29 Sharol Koehler .......................10
30 Logan Hester .......................... 11
32 Malaki Porter ........................... 9
34 Deon Burns ............................12
36 Isaac Lewis .............................10
40 Mark Galimore ....................... 11
48 Reece Bloomfield ...................12

50 Richard Adkins .......................12
51 Mike Rose ...............................12
53 Garrett Fannin ........................10
55 Sanchez Seals ........................ 11
56 Justin Conn ............................10
57 Tyler Ferrell .............................. 9
60 Zacha Burns ...........................10
61 Max Conover ..........................12
62 Silas Simmons ....................... 11
63 Lane Cluff ...............................12
64 Cade Reed .............................. 11
68 Gage Guthrie ........................... 9
70 Draven Stodgel....................... 11
72 Michael Bingaman .................. 9
73 Collin Clouser .........................10
80 Daulton Thompson ................ 11
81 Luke Middleton ......................12
83 Brody Miller ............................ 11
85 Hayden Hawk .........................10

HILLSBORO FOOTBALL  
ROSTER

Photo courtesy of Downtown Photo
2018 Hillsboro Indians Football Team

See LEAD | 38 
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By Chris Hoppes
choppes@aimmediamidwest.com

The Chillicothe Cavaliers 
are striving to defend 
their Frontier Athletic 
Conference football title of 
2017 as they prepare for the 
2018 campaign.

Ron Hinton, the dean of 
coaches in the FAC, returns 
for his ninth season at 
Chillicothe and 42nd year 
overall.

Hinton has compiled a 
Hall of Fame coaching mark 

of 334 wins, 124 losses 
and 3 ties (which are no 
longer a part of high school 
football in Ohio).

The Cavaliers graduated 
the FAC Player of the Year 
in Branden Maughmer.

The Cavs went 8-2 in 
2017, qualifying to the 
playoffs where they fell in 
the first game to Winton 
Woods, 61-27.

Winton Woods made it all 
the way to the Division II 
State championship game 
where they succumbed to 

Archbishop Hoban, 42-14.
The Cavs began the 2017 

season with a 31-27 win 
over Teays Valley.

They defeated Licking 
Heights, 28-7 and then lost 
to Marion Franklin, 44-7.

Chillicothe then lost 
44-7 to Bishop Hartley 
before going on a six-game 
winning streak.

They completed the 
non-league portion of their 
slate with a 43-21 win over 
Logan.

In the FAC, the Cavs 

defeated Hillsboro, 42-20, 
McClain, 56-0, Miami 
Trace, 42-7, Washington 
C.H., 42-25 and Jackson, 
31-17.

The Record-Herald sat 
down with Coach Hinton 
to glean his thoughts on 
last year and the upcoming 
season.

Hinton spoke about the 
seniors who graduated in 
2018.

“A solid class,” Hinton 

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald

No. Name ......................................Position ......Height ........Weight .............. Grade
1 Tylin Scales .............................Fr. ...............5-7 ..............142 .................WR/DB
2 Adrian Beverly * .....................Sr. ...............5-11 .............142 ................. QB/DB
3 J’Quan Harris ** ....................Sr. ...............5-9 .............176 ..........WR/RB/DB
4 Cameron Cook .......................Sr. ...............6-2 .............165 .................WR/DB
5 Trevor Lee ...............................So. ..............5-10 ............160 ................. QB/DB
6 Logan Snowden .....................So. ..............5-11 .............142 .................WR/DB
7 Kamron Smith ........................So. ..............5-10 ............146 ................. QB/DB
8 Derek Lewis * .........................Sr. ...............5-9 .............165 .................WR/DB
9 Zach Coats ** ........................Sr. ...............5-11 .............165 .................WR/DB
10 Jaiden Cain .............................Fr. ...............6-3 .............168 ................. QB/DB
11 Dijon Brooks ...........................Sr. ...............5-8 .............144 .................WR/DB
12 Joel Barnes ............................So. ..............6-1 ..............160 .................WR/DB
13 Tristan Wingo .........................Fr. ...............5-9 .............145 .................WR/DB
14 Braedon Jones .......................So. ..............5-10 ............145 ...............WR/OLB
15 Madison Coey ........................So. ..............5-3 ..............138 .................WR/DB
16 Tyce Netter .............................Jr. ...............5-10 ............155 ................. RB/DB
17 Desmon Lewis * .....................Sr. ...............5-9 .............163 .................WR/DB
18 Christian Benson ...................Jr. ...............6-2 .............183 ............... QB/OLB
19 Jaden McNish *......................Jr. ...............6-1 ..............199 ...............WR/OLB
20 McKellan Lee * .......................Jr. ...............5-10 ............160 ................. RB/DB
21 Hayden Cutright ....................So. ..............6-6 .............220 ...............TE/OLB
22 Joey Wright * ..........................Sr. ...............5-11 .............158 ..........RB/WR/DB
23 Keyon Williams .......................So. ..............5-8 .............142 .................WR/DB
24 Chris Postage *** ..................Jr. ...............6-1 ..............162 ................. WR/LB
25 Cashius Coppel ......................Fr. ...............5-7 ..............126 .................WR/DB
25 Xzavier Doss ...........................Fr. ...............5-8 .............128 .................WR/DB
29 Tanner Sever ..........................So. ..............5-9 .............166 ................. WR/LB

30 Hunter Thomas ......................So. ..............5-4 .............143 ..................RB/LB
32 Brandon Williams ...................Fr. ...............5-11 .............173.................. RB/DB
33 Connor Russell .......................So. ..............6-1 ..............167 ...............WR/OLB
36 Cade Williams ........................So. ..............5-7 ..............168 ................. WR/LB
40 Isaac McCory .........................Fr. ...............WR/OLB
50 Collin Lindsey * ......................Sr. ...............5-11 .............185 .................. OL/DL
51 Bryce Valentine * ...................Sr. ...............5-9 .............230 ................. OL/DL
52 Terry Speakman .....................Fr. ...............5-7 ..............144 .................. OL/DL
53 Patrick Rourke .......................Sr. ...............5-9 .............233 .................. OL/LB
54 Bradley Rinehart * .................Sr. ...............6-3 .............260 ................. OL/DL
55 Nick Erslan **.........................Sr. ...............5-11 .............198 .................. OL/LB
56 Casey Crawford ** .................Sr. ...............5-10 ............190 .................. OL/LB
57 Gabriel Minney .......................So. ..............5-10 ............155 .................. OL/LB
58 Connor McCloy ......................Jr. ...............5-10 ............296.................. OL/DL
59 Dalton Foraker ........................So. ..............OL/DL
61 Caleb Workman......................Jr. ...............5-10 ............226 .................. OL/DL
62 Drew Seymour .......................So. ..............6-0 .............209 ................. OL/DL
63 Brennan Mankin .....................Fr. ...............6-0 .............168 ................OL/OLB
64 Dominic Nunziato ..................Jr. ...............5-10 ............170 .................. OL/LB
65 Ashton Ross ...........................Fr. ...............5-10 ............166 .................. OL/DL
66 DeAndre Haubeil * .................Sr. ...............5-10 ............162 .................. OL/LB
67 Jakob Workman .....................Fr. ...............5-2 ..............162 .................. OL/DL
69 Jackson Bolen ........................Fr. ...............5-6 .............160 .................. OL/DL
70 Keyshawn Shepherd ..............Fr. ...............5-6 .............196 .................. OL/LB
78 Ray Byers ...............................So. ..............6-3 .............210 .................. OL/DL
80 Jacob Coffland .......................Fr. ...............6-3 .............181 ............................ K
88 Courtland Duncan * ...............So. ..............6-3 .............175 .................. WR/LB
90 Matt Detty ** .........................Jr. ...............6-2 .............179 ........................... K

CHS FOOTBALL  
ROSTER 

See TITLE | 32

Cavs seek to defend FAC title
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By Paul Boggs
Courier staff journalist

JACKSON — For the 
Ironmen, the conversions 
continue.

Regardless, the usual goals 
remain.

Two years ago, the Jack-
son High School football 
team was all about seven 
home games — on its newly-
replaced FieldTurf surface.

Last season, it was all 
about converting leagues 
and opponents— as Jackson 

joined five other schools to 
form the Frontier Athletic 
Conference.

This year, as a longtime 
staple of Ironmen football 
has been its defensive and 
offensive line play, many 
players on the estimated 

50-man roster are converting 
to the wars in the trenches.

The special teams, too, 
takes on an entirely different 
feel.

Still, 13 starters return — 
along with the mindset of 

Photo by Paul Boggs
2018 JACKSON IRONMEN FOOTBALL TEAM

Ironmen making more conversions for 2018

No. Name ......................................Position ......Height ........Weight .............. Grade
2 Aiden Turck .............................6’0..............180 .............12 ....................TE/DB
3 Cameron Webb ......................5’10” ...........160 .............10 ................... RB/DB
4 Caleb Hutchinson ..................5’11” ...........150 .............10 ................... QB/DB
5 Jaiden Spires ..........................6’0..............205 ............11 .................... WR/LB
8 Drew Bragg .............................6’2” ............170 .............9 ..................... QB/DB
9 Garrett Daily ...........................6’ ................180 .............11 ....................WR/DB
10 Reid Evans ..............................5’10 ............175 ..............12 ...................WR/DB
11 Macon Perrill ..........................6” ...............160 .............10 ...................WR/DB
12 Jared Icenhower ....................6’ ................185 .............11 .................... QB/DB
14 Tristan Prater .........................5’10” ...........155 .............9 .....................WR/DB
15 Evan Spires .............................6’ ................185 .............9 ..................... QB/DB
17 Nate McManaway ..................6’3” ............160 .............10 ...................WR/DB
20 Trent Wolford ..........................5’9” ............150 .............10 ............................. K
21 Brody Landrum ......................5’11 .............180 .............12 ...................WR/DB
22 Treylan Davis ..........................6’5” ............210 .............10 .................... TE/LB
24 Elijah Zornes ...........................5’9 ..............175 ..............12 ....................RB/LB
25 Brice Parks .............................5’10 ............180 .............11 .................... RB/DB
29 Brice Graham .........................6’2 ..............200 ............11 .................... RB/DB
30 Nathan Willetts ......................5’8 ..............150 .............12 ...................WR/DB
33 Nevan Yates ............................5’11” ...........205 ............12 ....................RB/LB
34 Braden Webb ..........................5’9” ............140 .............10 ...................WR/DB
40 Cayden Humphreys ...............5’10” ...........190 .............10 ...................... TE/D
42 Mitchell Johnson ....................5’10 ............188 .............11 .....................RB/LB

45 Caleb Haller ............................5’10 ............215 .............12 .................... TE/LB
50/7 Matt Humphreys ....................6’0” ............210 .............12 .................... OL/LB
51 Gabe Trace..............................5’11” ...........205 ............12 .................... OL/DL
52 Dylan McManaway .................6’1” .............215 .............12 .................... OL/DL
53 Sam Denney ...........................6’2” ............220 ............12 .................... OL/DL
54 Thomas Farley .......................5’8” ............180 .............12 .................... OL/DL
55 Blake Cross ............................5’10” ...........225 .............10 .................... OL/DL
56 Ty Ruckel ................................5’10” ...........220 ............11 ..................... OL/DL
57 Brayden Ridgeway .................5’9” ............185 .............10 .................... OL/DL
58 Blake Mercer ..........................6’4” ............250 ............12 .................... OL/DL
59 Parker Staten .........................5’11” ...........295 .............10 .................... OL/DL
60 Hayden Boggs ........................6’0..............260 ............12 .................... OL/DL
61 Aaron Causey .........................5’11 .............200 ............11 ..................... OL/DL
62 Nick Davis ...............................6’4” ............240 ............12 .................... OL/DL
63 Anthony Parks........................6’3” ............200 ............11 ..................... OL/DL
64 Aden Strawser........................5’11” ...........195 .............10 .................... OL/DL
65 Trevor Norris ..........................6’2 ..............255 .............11 ..................... OL/DL
66 David Strong ..........................5’11” ...........205 ............10 .................... OL/DL
68 Austin Baisden .......................5’10” ...........180 .............11 ..................... OL/DL
71 Dylan Skeens .........................6’ ................300 ............10 .................... OL/DL
72 Reece Graham .......................6’3” ............200 ............11 ..................... OL/LB
75 Aaron Mahoney ......................5’11” ...........240 ............11 ..................... OL/DL
78 Dusty Case .............................5’11 .............320 ............12 ...................... OL/D

JACKSON IRONMEN FOOTBALL  
ROSTER

See IRONMEN | 36
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By Ryan Carter
rcarter@aimmediamidwest.com

After losing seven seniors 
from the 2017 squad, the 
Miami Trace Lady Panthers 
soccer program will help 
fill the void with 10 seniors 
returning this season.

“We did lose a good chunk 
of seniors,” said Caitlin 
Francis, who is entering her 
seventh year with the soc-
cer team. “So we’re going 
to have to fill in some of the 
spots with the girls coming 
up. Once they get settled in, 
I think they’ll definitely step 
up for us.”

Last year’s seniors were 
Brooke Heinz, Cassidy Toll-
iver, Jillian Sollars, Jordan 
Bernard, Kasi Payton, Mor-
gan Leasure and Morgan 
Miller. The team finished 
with an overall record of 6-12 
last season with a 4-6 finish 
in the Frontier Athletic Con-
ference.

In 2017, the Lady Pan-
thers finished fourth in the 
six-team league behind first 
place Chillicothe, second 
place Jackson and third place 
Hillsboro.

“Last year at the end of the 
season we won a tournament 
game against Hillsboro,” said 
Francis. “We were seeded 
underneath them and it was 
a really close game. So going 
into this season we hope to 
keep the momentum going 
from the end of last year.”

If that momentum is to 
be extended, it’s likely the 
seniors who will lead the 
way. Francis spoke about 
some of the girls she expects 
to be key contributing 
seniors to the upcoming 
season.

“We have Tori Morrison, 
and she’ll be our center-mid,” 
Francis said. “She helps 
control the field and she’s 

a really strong asset for us 
there.”

Macy Creamer plays 
outside-mid for the Lady 
Panthers.

“She’s very dependable 
in getting up and down the 
field,” Francis said. “She’s 

definitely a leader for our 
team and she helps push us.”

Lena Steele is stepping 
into the sweeper role for 
Miami Trace this season.

“I expect a lot out of 
Lena,” Francis said.

Also returning is Becca 

MT girls soccer looks to keep momentum

MIAMI TRACE GIRLS  
SOCCER

No. Name ............................Grade
7 Tori Morrison ......................Sr.
5 Macy Creamer ...................Sr.
8 Khenadi Grubb ...................Sr.
19 Lena Steele .........................Sr.
1 Becca Ratliff .......................Sr.
11 Tori Evans ...........................Sr.
3 Cassidy Lovett ....................Sr.
12 Krissy Ison ..........................Sr.
27 Natalee Payton ..................Sr.
20 Cassie Baird .......................Sr.
14 Aubrey Schwartz ................Jr.
2 Emily Powell .......................Jr.
4 Jenna Griffith .....................Jr.
13 Alayna Huddleson ..............Jr.
21 Addie Campbell..................Jr.
6 Isabella Vanover .................Jr.
16 Charlotte Jacobs ................Jr.
10 Magarah Bloom ................So.
25 Reagan Barton ..................So.
26 Hailee Schirm ....................So.
30 Kaylie Lott .........................So.
17 Addy Little .........................So.
15 Kandice Mathews .............. Fr.
18 Carmen Enochs ................. Fr.
Hajjar Elsayed .............................. Fr.
29 Brooklyn Vanover ............... Fr.
23 Riley Carr ............................ Fr.

Photos by Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald
2018 MIAMI TRACE LADY PANTHERS VARSITY SOCCER TEAM — (front, l-r); Cassie Baird, Lena Steele, Cassidy 
Lovett, Tori Evans, Tori Morrison, Krissy Ison, Natalee Payton, Khenadi Grubb, Becca Ratliff; (middle, l-r); Aubrey 
Schwartz, Emily Powell, Hailee Schrim, Kaylie Lott, Carmen Enochs, Kandice Mathews, Riley Carr, Charlotte Jacobs; 
(back, l-r); Coach Chad Tolbert, Magarah Bloom, Addy Little, Reagan Barton, Isabella Vanover, Brooklyn Vanover, 
Addie Campbell, Alayna Huddleson, Head Coach Caitlin Francis. Not Pictured: Macy Creamer, Jenna Griffith and 
Hajjar Elsaye.

MIAMI TRACE SOCCER SENIORS — (front, l-r); Cassidy Lovett, Tori Evans, 
Tori Morrison, Khenadi Grubb; (back, l-r); Cassie Baird, Lena Steele, Krissy 
Ison, Natalee Payton and Becca Ratliff. Not Pictured: Macy Creamer.

See SOCCER | 40
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Chambers looking to bring pride back

By Martin Graham
mgraham@recordherald.com

Chris Chambers — who 
is in his first year coaching 
high school soccer — spoke 
recently about his first time 
at this level of coaching and 
how he plans to improve the 
teams fundamentals.

Chambers is not green to 
coaching, with coaching time 
in the lower leagues, through 
the Fayette County soccer 
leagues and the Washington 
Middle School for about 
eight years. He said though 
that when the opportunity to 
coach the high school team 
came up, he took it.

“A lot of the freshmen and 
sophomores of the team are 
girls that I coached at the 

Martin Graham | Record-Herald
2018 WASHINGTON LADY BLUE LION SOCCER TEAM — (front, l-r); Kassidy Hines, Hannah Patterson, Taylor Smith, 
Mackenzie Shaffer, Aurora Wilson, Carly Dodds; (middle, l-r); Head Coach Chris Chambers, Arianna Heath, Jordan 
Montgomery, Katia Detty, Sarah Bishop, Abby Joseph, Chloe Lovett, Assistant coach Josh Miller; (back, l-r); Assistant 
Coach Emma Dye, Eva Smalley, Kassie Wiseman, Maria Medina and Assistant Coach Lauren Bishop. Not pictured: 
Danika Marcum, Kearria Marcum, Hailey Penwell and Maycee Whitt.See PRIDE | 41

O
H

-7
00

69
35

6

Beth
Workman
for House of Representatives District 92

www.workingforall.orgPaid for by Beth Workman for House

WorkingForAIIDistict92@gmail.com 
www.WorkingForAll.org 
Facebook.com/workingforalldistrict92

• Excellent public education for all 
(regardless of zip code, 
accountability for charter schools)

• Advocate for working class 
(higher wages, affordable
healthcare, strong unions)

• Full time public servant 
(dedicated to constituents 
not special interest groups)

Working For All

O
H

-7
00

70
98

9

Parrett

Insurance

agency Inc.

(740) 335-6081
100 N. Glenn Ave.   WCH, OH 43160 

Visit our 
New website 

and get a 
Free Quote

BEST OF LUCK  
TO ALL ATHLETES

www.parrettinsurance.com

• Business & Commercial

• Auto
• Home 

• Health
• Renter

• Farm 
• Crop



12
    

 2
01

8 
Fa

ll 
Sp

or
ts

 O
ut

lo
ok

By Ryan Carter
rcarter@aimmediamidwest.com

When discussing the 2017 
campaign for the Miami 
Trace boys soccer team, head 
coach Josh Thoroman was 
candid about the squad’s 
shortcomings.

“That was the most disap-
pointing coaching year I ever 
had in my life,” said Thoro-
man about the season that 
his team finished 4-13-1, and 
2-8 in Frontier Athletic Con-
ference (FAC) play. “We lost 
one to nothing four times 
and two to nothing once. We 
only scored 18 goals in 18 
games.”

What was even more dis-
appointing for Thoroman 
is that he knew he had a 
good, talented team that just 
couldn’t get over the hump.

“We were a really good 
team that just could not find 
the wins,” he said. “It was 
such a struggle.”

Despite the disappointing 
regular season, the Panthers 
were able to capture their 
second straight Sectional 
title, which happens to be 
the only two sectional titles 
in Miami Trace boys soccer 
history.

“In the tournament seed-
ing, we were voted ahead 
of three or four teams that 
had better records than us 
because people recognized 
that we were a good team,” 
said Thoroman, who is enter-
ing his fourth year as head 
coach. “Teams did not want 
to play us. And sure enough, 
when we got in the tourna-
ment we beat Zane Trace 
three to zero to win the Sec-
tional. That’s also something 
I’m proud of, we have won 
our first tournament game all 
three years I’ve been here.”

Prior to becoming head 
coach of the Panthers boys 

soccer program, Thoroman 
coached at Southern State 
Community College for 16 
years with 13 years as head 
coach. Since taking over at 
Trace, Thoroman has posted 
a record of 7-10-1 in 2015, 
12-5-1 in 2016, and 4-13-1 in 
2017. Assistant coach Sean 
Sweeney has been with Tho-
roman since he took the job 
with the Panthers.

“It’s always a challenge to 
get your message across to 
your team,” Thoroman said 
when asked about the chal-
lenge of going from college 
to high school soccer. “At 
Southern State, we were put-
ting together all-star teams 
because I just recruited 
non-stop. We were getting 
top players from area high 
schools. Southern State has 
a five-county service area, 
and I had a mix of guys 
from 12 to 15 different high 
schools every year. It was a 
totally different ballgame. 
Here, my players are with 
me for four years. This will 
be the first class I’ll see go 
through all four years. So, 

the mission is different. 
There’s a lot more teaching 
than there was at the college 
level.”

Miami Trace gradu-
ated three starters from its 
defense and also lost Brett 
Lewis, the Panthers’ best 
scorer, to graduation as well. 
However to fill the leader-
ship void, the Panthers 
return six seniors and 13 
juniors.

“We have a lot of upper-
classmen going into the 
year, so through that there 
should be some leadership,” 
Thoroman said. “We have a 
lot of tough kids.”

Two captains have been 
named, Drew Batson, who 
was first team All-FAC last 
year, and Caleb Perry, a 
junior.

Numbers-wise, the pro-
gram is in a healthy place. 
“We have 34 players this 
year and I’m very happy 
with that number,” Thoro-
man said. “I wouldn’t want 
to go any higher than that, 
it would be too crowded. 
My first season we only had 

20, second year we had 30 
and last year we had 32. So 
we’ve steadily been growing. 
For the third year in a row, 
we’ll have a J-V team.”

The growth in the boys 
soccer program is especially 
noteworthy when comparing 
it to where it was in the ’90s 

MT boys soccer taking one game at a time

MIAMI TRACE PANTHERS 
BOYS SOCCER

Tues., Aug. 21 Circleville H 5 p.m.
Tues., Aug. 28 Chillicothe A 5 p.m.
Thurs., Aug. 30 McClain H 5 p.m.
Tues., Sept. 4 Fairbanks H 7 p.m.
Thurs., Sept. 6 Westfall H 6:45 p.m.
Sat., Sept. 8 Sheridan H 1 p.m.
Tues., Sept. 11 Hillsboro H 5 p.m.
Thurs., Sept. 13 Jackson H 5 p.m.
Tues., Sept. 18 Washington A 5 p.m.
Thurs., Sept. 20 Chillicothe  
H 6:45 p.m.
Sat., Sept. 22 North Adams  
A 12:45 p.m.
Tues., Sept. 25 McClain A 6:45 p.m.
Thurs., Sept. 27 Hillsboro  
A 6:45 p.m.
Tues., Oct. 2 Jackson A 6:45 p.m.
Thurs., Oct. 4 Washington  
H 6:45 p.m.
Thurs., Oct. 11 Logan Elm   
A 6:45 p.m.

Martin Graham | Record-Herald
2018 MIAMI TRACE PANTHERS SOCCER TEAM — (front, l-r); Cole Howland, Wyatt Cory, August Langley, Drew Batson, 
Coby Seyfang, Devin Howard; (second row, l-r); Grant DeBruin, Jacob Downing, Jaden Haldeman, Justin Shoemaker, 
Jacob Harris, Caleb Harris, Anthony Langley; (third row, l-r); Gavin Puckett, Devin Riggs, Christian Caldwell, Hayden 
Hunter, Connor Bucher, Drew Black, Noah Perry, Austin Musser; (back, l-r); head coach Josh Thoroman, Jonathon 
Silva, Logan Johnson, Todd Ford, Charles Lapasky, Skyler Conn, assistant coach Sean Sweeney. Not Pictured: Kody 
Burns, Henry DeBruin, Simon DeBruin, Jacob Harris, Quetchum Preston, Alex Smith, Matthew Webb.

See GAME | 31
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By Martin Graham
mgraham@recordherald.com

Aaron Teter, who is in his 
13th year coaching for Wash-
ington City Schools and 17th 
overall, spoke recently about 
his Washington High School 
soccer team and their efforts 
toward the 2018 fall sports 
season.

The boys soccer team this 
year is the smallest it has 
been since Teter took over 
as coach. With 14 members 
— seven seniors and seven 
underclassmen — Teter 

said he is hoping to add 
more boys to the team. He 
explained that for a lot of 
them, especially the sopho-
mores and juniors, they were 
“role players” for their first 
year or two and now will be 
starting.

Teter said it is good for 
these boys to be on the field 
and for them to contribute 
more to the team.

“Every year is different, 
and I always try to make it a 
good year and a year where 
the boys feel successful but 
the wins and losses are differ-

ent every time,” Teter said. 
“They are going to have to 
develop quickly, but they are 
going to get a lot of playing 
time so hopefully they will 
develop quickly. All of the 
seniors are returning, Bryce 
Coy played football last year, 
but he played soccer prior to 
that. He has to just refine his 
skills, but he is very athletic. 
They all have played soccer 
before.”

Among the roster of 
senior players, Teter said 
Blaise Tayese is the leading 
scorer and has been for the 

past three years. He looks 
for Tayese to continue this 
trend for the upcoming sea-
son. Another senior, Allan 
Schreckengaust, has been 
playing defense for the team 
for the past three years and 
will be stepping into a leader-
ship role in that area for his 
fourth year.

Nick Bishop, who Teter 
said has been another sig-
nificant contributor the last 
few years, will be tasked with 
dominating the mid field as 
best he can. The fast striker 
Ethan Smith — who has 

WASHINGTON BLUE LION 
BOYS SOCCER

Tues., Aug. 21 Waverly A 7 p.m.
Thurs., Aug. 23 Circleville A 7 p.m.
Sat., Aug. 25 Wilmington H 10 a.m.
Tues., Aug. 28 Hillsboro A 5 p.m.
Thurs., Aug. 30 Chillicothe H 5 p.m.
Thurs., Sept. 6 Ross SE H 5 p.m.
Tues., Sept. 11 Jackson A 5 p.m.
Thurs., Sept. 13 McClain H 5 p.m.
Tues., Sept. 18 Miami Trace H 5 p.m.
Thurs., Sept. 20 Hillsboro H 6:45 
p.m.
Tues., Sept. 25 Chillicothe A 6:45 
p.m.
Thurs., Sept. 27 Jackson H 6:45 
p.m.
Tues., Oct. 2 McClain A 6:45 p.m.
Thurs., Oct. 4 Miami Trace H 6:45 
p.m.
Mon., Oct. 8 Fairfield H 7 p.m.
Thurs., Oct. 11 Westfall * H 7 p.m.
* Senior Night

Fewer players a challenge for Blue Lion soccer

Martin Graham | Record-Herald
2018 WASHINGTON BLUE LION BOYS SOCCER TEAM — (front, l-r); assistant coach Jeremy Smith, Nicholas Bishop, 
Joshua Cartwright, Ethan Smith, Preston Hines, Jaxson Singleton, Shlokansh Shah, Allan Schreckengaust and head 
coach Aaron Teter; (back, l-r); Garrett DeWeese, Trent Langley, Reilley Downing, Blaise Tayese, Grant Kuhlwein and 
Bryce Coy. Not pictured: Ryan Schwartz.

See PLAYERS | 38
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By Martin Graham
mgraham@recordherald.com

Ashley DeAtley — head 
coach for the Washington 
Lady Lion Volleyball team 
for the past four years — 
said recently she and her 
team are excited and ready 
to begin the season.

Senior Hannah Haithcock, 
an outside hitter, has been 
on the varsity team for four 
years — since DeAtley 
started — and is considered 
a leader to her head coach. 
According to DeAtley, 
Haithcock contributes a lot 
during basketball season 
in the winter and has been 
playing more basketball 
during the summer so 
the team hasn’t seen her 
as much as they would 
like, but DeAtley said she 
is overall a very athletic 
student.

“Hannah sets a really 
good example for all of our 

girls,” DeAtley said. “We 
have a lot of the younger 
girls who look up to her, 
which is really neat. I think 
it makes her feel that she 
has really made an impact 
on a lot of these kids. I 
have no doubt that she is 
going to continue to lead in 
our stats, because she has 
been leading those stats 
for the last few years. She 
is definitely going to be a 
force to reckon with.”

Another senior, Tabby 
Woods, who played libero 
last year, will be stepping 
into a different role this 
season as she works from 
the back line. DeAtley said 
they may move her up to 
the front row a little bit 
though as she has a great 
vertical jump and is very 
quick.

“So she looks small, but 
I don’t think people are 
going to count her out,” 
DeAtley said. “At least they 

shouldn’t.”
The final senior, Maddy 

Jenkins, played time on 
the right last year, but will 
be transitioning to cover 
both outside and the right 
side when she is needed. 
One good skill of Jenkins 
though, according to DeAt-
ley, is her strong serve.

Lady Lion volleyball excited to begin season

WASHINGTON BLUE 
LIONS VOLLEYBALL

Tues., Aug. 21 Waverly A 5:30 p.m.
Thurs., Aug. 23 Ross SE H 5 p.m.
Sat., Aug. 25 Wilmington H 10 a.m.
Tues., Aug. 28 Hillboro A 5 p.m.
Thurs., Aug. 30 Chillicothe H 5 p.m.
Sat., Sept. 1 3-match tourn. at 
Unioto TBA
Wed., Sept. 5 Madison Plains  
H 5 p.m.
Thurs., Sept. 6 Clinton-Massie  
H 5 p.m.
Mon., Sept. 10 Western Brown  
A 5 p.m.
Tues., Sept. 11 Jackson A 5 p.m.
Thurs., Sept. 13 McClain H 4:30 
p.m.
Sat., Sept. 15 Tri-match at Zane 
Trace 10 a.m.
Tues., Sept. 18 Miami Trace H 5 p.m.
Thurs., Sept. 20 Hillsboro H 5 p.m.
Tues., Sept. 25 Chillicothe A 5 p.m.
Thurs., Sept. 27 Jackson H 5 p.m.
Tues, Oct. 2 McClain A 5 p.m.
Thurs, Oct. 4 Miami Trace H 5 p.m.
Mon., Oct. 8 Fairfield H 5 p.m.
Start times listed are for j-v 
matches, to be followed by varsity 
matches, except for Sept. 1 and 
Sept. 15

WASHINGTON BLUE 
LIONS JUNIOR HIGH  

VOLLEYBALL

Tues., Aug. 21 Waverly A 5 p.m.
Thurs., Aug. 23 Ross SE H 5 p.m.
Sat., Aug. 25 Wilmington H 10 a.m.
Tues., Aug. 28 Hillsboro A 5 p.m.
Thurs., Aug. 30 Chillicothe H 5 p.m.
Tues., Sept. 4 Teays Valley West H 
5 p.m.
Thurs., Sept. 6 Teays Valley West 
A 5 p.m.
Tues., Sept. 11 Jackson A 5 p.m.
Thurs., Sept. 13 McClain H 5 p.m.
Thurs., Sept. 20 Hillsboro H 5 p.m.
Sat., Sept. 22 Fairfield A 11 a.m.
Tues., Sept. 25 Chillicothe A 5 p.m.
Thurs., Sept. 27 Jackson H 5 p.m.
Tues., Oct. 2 McClain A 5 p.m.
Thurs., Oct. 4 Miami Trace H 5 p.m.

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald
2018 WASHINGTON LADY LION VARSITY VOLLEYBALL TEAM — (front, l-r); Aaralyne Estep, Kara Vohra, Emily Semler; (standing, l-r); assistant coach Angie 
Haithcock, Brittany Wilson, Mackenzie Truex, Halli Wall, Tabby Woods, Hannah Haithcock, Maddy Jenkins, Rayana Burns, Mallory Hicks, Amya Haithcock and 
head coach Ashley DeAtley.

See EXCITED | 42
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MT volleyball looks to compete with top FAC teams

By Ryan Carter
rcarter@aimmediamidwest.com

The Miami Trace girls vol-
leyball team was quite com-
petitive in Frontier Athletic 
Conference play last year, 
and head coach Doug Mace 
wants to continue to stack up 
well against the league’s top 
teams.

The Lady Panthers fin-
ished tied for second in 2017 

with Jackson and Wash-
ington C.H. — all with 6-4 
records in the league. Chilli-
cothe won the FAC outright 
with a 9-1 record.

“We had a few injuries at 
the beginning of August so 
we kind of had to regroup,” 
said Mace, entering his 
fourth season as head coach. 
“So if we can stay healthy 
this year, I think we’ll be 
competitive again.”

Miami Trace loses three 
productive seniors from last 
year’s squad, Erica Marshall, 
who was all-district and 
all-first team FAC; Dyamin 
Baker, who was first team 
all-FAC; as well as Tabby 
Landrum.

Mace said this year’s team 
will be relying heavily on his 
two seniors: Ashley Camp-
bell, a senior setter, and 
Taylor Dawson, who plays 

senior middle for the Lady 
Panthers.

“Once we get past those 
two seniors, we have five 
juniors, three sophomores 
and two freshmen,” said 
Mace. “Our numbers are 
holding up pretty well. We 
had a total of 10 freshmen try 
out this year, so that’s good 
for the program. Our middle 

Martin Graham | Record-Herald
2018 MIAMI TRACE VARSITY AND RESERVE VOLLEYBALL TEAMS — (front, l-r); Anna Williams, Grace Bapst, Ashley Campbell, Taylor Dawson, Kate Leach, 
Tapanga Sanderson, Sidney Howard, assistant coach Mariah Mace; (middle, l-r); head coach Doug Mace, Olivia Fliehman, Shalyn Landrum, Saylor Moore, Faith 
Morrison, Laura Robinson, Delaney Eakins Coach Aubrey Kiger; (back, l-r); Kennedy Worley, Kennedy Kelley, Sidney Payton, Jaysa Walisa. McKenna Casto, 
Piper Grooms, Milana Macioce, MeKenna Snow. Not Pictured: Chloe Scott, Ali Cusic and Madison Johnson.

See TEAMS | 40

FAYETTE 
VETERINARY 

HOSPITAL
Gary D. Junk, D.V.M.

Daryl L. Waits, D.V.M.

AAHA STANDARDS OF EXCELLENCE
• Complete Diagnosis of Capabilities
• Concern for Preventive Medicine
• Dental Care
• Nursing Care
• Proper Anesthetic Procedures
• Complete Pharmaceutical Facilities

AAHA
AMERICAN

ANIMAL
HOSPITAL

ASSOCIATION

MEMBER HOSPITAL

Best Wishes to area athletes for a great season!
OH-70069344
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By Chris Hoppes
choppes@aimmediamidwest.com

Kim Schirtzinger is return-
ing for her fifth season as 
head coach of the Miami 
Trace girls tennis team for 
2018.

Unlike any of the previous 
four seasons, Schirtzinger 
will be busy juggling a roster 
of 23 players, up from 14 in 
2017.

Miami Trace had three 
seniors on last year’s team: 
Jacklynn Wisecup, Cassie 
VanDyke and Angela Godi-
nez.

Miami Trace will have 
three seniors this year, but 
two of them are out for the 
first time (Jessica Camp and 
Callie Cockerill) the other 
(Hannah Clemmons) has not 
played since her freshman 
year.

Juniors for this season 
are: Anita Pursell, who was 
Miami Trace’s lone First 
Team, All-FAC representative 
last year; Bayley Thompson, 
Beth Hogsett, Cameron 
Bucher, Haiven Pepper, Ken-
zie Seyfang, Kyleigh Slone, 
Natasha Andreas and Shania 
Peters.

Sophomores are: Haylee 
Anders, Loryn Leasure, 
Lydia Zwoll and Savannah 
Wisecup.

Freshmen are: Alex King, 
Dee Page, Emma Seyfang, 
Kendal Elliott, Makailyn 
Calentine, Riley Cruea and 
Savannah Shupert.

Miami Trace graduated 
two starters from its line-up 
a year ago: Cassie VanDyke, 
who played first singles 
and Jacklynn Wisecup who 
played second doubles.

There are 10 returning 
players total from last sea-
son.

Chillicothe (7-1) and Jack-
son (7-1) shared first place in 

the Frontier Athletic Confer-
ence in its inaugural season.

Washington was third (4-4) 
followed by Miami Trace 
(2-6) and Hillsboro (0-8).

“Hillsboro graduated four 
seniors from their team,” 
Schirtzinger said. “Jackson 
is still strong, from what I’ve 
heard. I believe they lost one 
senior from their team.

“Chillicothe continues 
to be strong,” Schirtziner 
said. “They lost two or three 
seniors, but they’ve got some 
strong people coming up. 
Court House is strong again 
this year.

“I think those three teams 
(Chillicothe, Jackson, Wash-
ington) are going to be 
strong,” Schirtzinger said. 
“I think we are going to be 
stronger than we were last 
year.”

In addition to home and 
away matches with Chilli-
cothe, Jackson, Washington 
and Hillsboro, Miami Trace 
has home and away matches 
with Clinton-Massie, Unioto 
and East Clinton.

Miami Trace will also be 
competing in an invitational 
at Wilmington.

“We played in that last 
year and it was an excellent 

match,” Schirtzinger said.
“Clinton-Massie will be 

a strong team this year,” 
Schirtzinger said. “Unioto 
has a State qualifier (Sylvia 
Gray) who is a junior this 
year.”

Miami Trace will also play 
Wilmington in a dual match 
this year, to round out all the 
former SCOL opponents.

“Wilmington has, I believe, 
22 girls,” Schirtzinger said. 

“They are going to have a 
varsity team and a varsity ‘B’ 
team. We are going to play 
their varsity ‘B’ team.”

Miami Trace does not have 
Logan Elm on the schedule 
this year, as they did last 
year.

Numbers way up for MT tennis

MIAMI TRACE GIRLS  
TENNIS

Tues., Aug. 14 Hillsboro A 4:30 p.m.
Thurs., Aug. 16 Jackson H 4:30 p.m.
Mon., Aug. 20 Clinton-Massie A 
4:30 p.m.
Tues., Aug. 21 Unioto A 4:30 p.m.
Thurs., Aug. 23 Chillicothe  
H 4:30 p.m.
Sat., Aug. 25 Wilmington Invit.  
A 9 a.m.
Tues., Aug. 28 Washington H 4:30 
p.m.
Wed., Sept. 5 Wilmington H  
4:30 p.m.
Tues., Sept. 11 Hillsboro H 4:30 p.m.
Wed., Sept. 12 East Clinton  
H 4:30 p.m.
Thurs., Sept. 13 Jackson A 4:30 
p.m.
Tues., Sept. 18 East Clinton  
A 4:30 p.m.
Thurs., Sept. 20 Chillicothe A 4:30 
p.m.
Tues., Sept. 25 Washington  
A 4:30 p.m.
Wed., Sept. 26 Clinton-Massie H 
4:30 p.m.
Thurs., Sept. 27 Unioto H 4:30 p.m.

MIAMI TRACE  
TENNIS

Name .....................................Grade
Alex King ........................................9
Anita Pursell .................................11
Bayley Thompson ........................11
Beth Hogsett ................................11
Callie Cockerill ............................. 12
Cameron Bucher ..........................11
Dee Page ........................................9
Emma Seyfang ..............................9
Haiven Pepper ..............................11
Hannah Clemons......................... 12
Haylee Anders .............................10
Jessica Camp .............................. 12
Kendal Elliott .................................9
Kenzie Seyfang .............................11
Kyleigh Slone ................................11
Loryn Leasure ..............................10
Lydia Zwoll ...................................10
Makailyn Calentine ........................9
Natasha Andreas ..........................11
Riley Cruea ....................................9
Savannah Shupert ........................9
Savannah Wisecup ......................10
Shania Peters ...............................11

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald
2018 MIAMI TRACE TENNIS TEAM — (front, l-r); Shania Peters, Bayley Thompson, Natasha Andreas, Jessica Camp, 
Hannah Clemons, Anita Pursell, Haven Pepper, Cameron Bucher, Savannah Wisecup; (middle, l-r); Head Coach 
Schirtzinger, Kyleigh Slone, McKenzee Seyfang, Beth Hogsett, Haylee Anders, Loryn Leasure, Coach Alicia Musser; 
(back, l-r); Emma Seyfang, Deanna Page, Makailya Calentine, Savannah Shupert, Riley Cruea and Kendall Elliott. Not 
Pictured: Lydia Zwoll, Callynne Cockerill and Alex King.

See NUMBERS | 31
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Lady Lions ready to challenge for FAC title

By Chris Hoppes
choppes@aimmediamidwest.com

Samantha Leach returns 
for her second season 
as head coach of the 
Washington High School 
girls tennis team.

In 2017, the Lady Lions 
placed third in the first 
season of the Frontier 
Athletic Conference out of 
five teams (McClain does not 
have a tennis program).

Chillicothe and Jackson 
tied for first in the FAC, 
Miami Trace placed fourth 
and Hillsboro was fifth.

The Record-Herald caught 
up with Coach Leach on a 
somewhat foggy morning as 
the Lady Lions were getting 
ready for a two-hour practice 
session.

“We have everyone 
returning this year, which is 
encouraging,” Leach said. 
“It’s really exciting.

“(Chillicothe and Jackson) 
were both matches that were 
decided by the last court,” 
Leach said. “So, we definitely 
feel comfortable and just 
excited to play them again.

“My girls have put a lot of 
work in over the summer,” 
Leach said. “A lot of them 
take private lessons and they 
are ready and excited for the 
season to get started.”

Washington had one senior 
last year, Chyna Cupp, who 
played on the j-v team.

“We have our entire varsity 
team returning,” Leach said. 
“We have a lot of experience.

“This year, we have two 
seniors, Megan Downing and 
Jennifer Richards,” Leach 
said. “Megan was one match 
away from making it to the 
State tournament last year 
in singles. She did not lose a 
match or even drop a set in 
league play last year. She’s 
very talented, very skilled. 

She has lots of experience. 
I’m excited to see what her 
senior year brings.

“Megan was the only one 
from our league to advance 
to Districts,” Leach said.

In 2017, Chillicothe had 
four players named First 
Team, All-FAC. One of those, 
Brittany Harper, graduated 
in 2018. Harper was the 
FAC’s Player of the Year last 
year.

Jackson had three players 
named All-FAC and some of 
them graduated, Leach said.

Downing and Anita Pursell 
of Miami Trace were the two 
local student-athletes named 
First Team, All-FAC for 2017.

“I believe Miami Trace has 
a lot of kids coming out,” 
Leach said. “They were 
very competitive last year 
and I look for them to be 
competitive again this year. 
I know they have put a lot of 
work in over the summer, as 
well.

“Hillsboro, I believe, has 
a few returning players, as 
well,” Leach said. “I think 

they will be competing with 
many of the teams in our 
league, too.”

In addition to home and 
away matches with the four 
FAC opponents, Washington 
will play home and away with 
Unioto and London.

They will also have 
single non-league matches 
with Circleville, Logan 
Elm, Greeneview, Waverly, 

Clinton-Massie and 
Marysville.

The season runs from Aug. 
13 through Sept. 29 with 
the Sectional on Oct. 1, the 
District on Oct. 8 and the 
State tournament on Oct. 19 
and 20.

Washington will take part 
in a pro-style tournament at 

WASHINGTON LADY BLUE LIONS TENNIS

Washington Lady Blue Lions Tennis
Mon., Aug. 13 Unioto A 4 p.m.
Tues., Aug. 14 Jackson H 4:30 p.m.
Thurs., Aug. 16 Circleville H 4 p.m.
Tues., Aug. 21 Chillicothe H 4 p.m.
Thurs., Aug. 23 Hillsboro  
A 4:30 p.m.
Sat., Aug. 25 Wilmington H TBA
Mon., Aug. 27 Logan Elm  
A 4:30 p.m.
Tues., Aug. 28 Miami Trace  
A 4:30 p.m.
Wed., Aug. 29 Greeneview  
A 4:30 p.m.
Mon., Sept. 3 London A 4:30 p.m.
Tues., Sept. 4 Waverly H 5 p.m.
Wed., Sept. 5 Unioto H 4:30 p.m.
Tues., Sept. 11 Jackson A 4:30 p.m.
Mon., Sept. 17 Clinton-Massie A 4:30 

p.m.
Tues., Sept. 18 Chillicothe A 4 p.m.
Thurs, Sept. 20 Hillsboro  
H 4:30 p.m.
Tues., Sept. 25 Miami Trace  
H 4:30 p.m.
Thurs., Sept. 27 London 
 * H 4:30 p.m.
Sat., Sept. 29 Marysville  
** H 10 a.m.
Mon., Oct. 1 Sectional at Shawnee 
State TBA
Mon., Oct. 8 District at Ohio U. TBA
Fri., Oct. 19 State at Cincinnati  
Tennis Center TBA
Sat., Oct. 20 State at Cincinnati Tennis 
Center TBA
* Senior Night
** Senior Night rain date

Martin Graham | Record-Herald
2018 WASHINGTON LADY BLUE LION TENNIS TEAM — (front, l-r); Brynne Frederick, Megan Downing, Jen Richards, 
Payton Maddux; (back, l-r); Coach Seth Leach, Sierra Rodriguez, Brooklyn Foose, Sydnie Hall, Bethany Wilt, Caroline 
Frederick, Mei Kobayashi and head coach Samantha Leach.

See CHALLENGE | 43
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MT Cross Country seeks another FAC title

By Chris Hoppes
choppes@aimmediamidwest.com

The Miami Trace cross 
country program is grow-
ing under the leadership of 
sixth-year head coach Jeff 
Smallwood.

“Our numbers continue 
to improve, which is nice,” 
Smallwood said. “Last year, 
we were able to have all four 
teams filled. We had a junior 
high boys team, a junior 
high girls team and varsity 
boys and girls teams. That 
was the first time since I can 
remember that we were able 
to (have complete teams for 
all four).

“Our varsity boys won 
the FAC (Frontier Athletic 
Conference) title last year,” 
Smallwood said. “That’s the 
first (cross country) league 
title since 1988 or 1992; 
either way, it’s been a while.

“We were close to qualify-
ing to the Regional as a team, 
which has never happened in 
school history,” Smallwood 
said. “That’s one of our main 
goals for this year, to qualify 
to Regionals as a team.

“We’re continuing to try 
and draw numbers for the 
girls’ team,” Smallwood said. 
“We did get Cassidy Lovett 
(a senior) to come out. I’ve 
been trying to get her to 

come out since she was in 
junior high. This year, she’s 
going to give it a try. This 

being her senior year, she 
doesn’t want to have any 
regrets. I think she could be 

MIAMI TRACE CROSS 
COUNTRY

Wed., Aug. 22 McClain Invit. A 5 
p.m.
Sat., Sept. 1 Ohio Classic at 
Hillsboro TBA
Sat., Sept. 8 Zane Trace Invit. A 10 
a.m.
Sat., Sept. 15 Ross SE A TBA
Sat., Sept. 22 George Rogers Clark 
A TBA
Sat., Sept. 29 Cross the Creek at 
Walters Farm 10 a.m.
Thurs., Oct. 11 FAC Meet at Walters 
Farm 4 p.m.
Tues., Oct. 16 Yellow Springs A TBA
Sat., Oct. 20 District at Rio Grande
Sat., Oct. 27 Regional at 
Pickerington Central

MIAMI TRACE CROSS COUNTRY

Name .....................................Grade
Mallory Conklin..............................9
Mackenzie Grafstrom...................11
Lorelei King ....................................9
Lilly Litteral ...................................11
Hayley Lucas ................................11
Sayler Preston ..............................11
Devan Thomas ..............................11
Kylee Munro ................................. 12
Mackenzie Munro ........................ 12
Hazen Jacobs ..............................10
Cassidy Lovett ............................. 12
Caleb Brannigan ..........................10

Connor Bucher ..............................9
Henry DeBruin ..............................11
Simon DeBruin .............................11
Fletcher Havens ..........................10
Bo Little........................................10
Skylar Lyons .................................11
Mcale Callahan ............................10
Weston Melvin ...............................9
James Munro ............................... 12
Jadon Rowe ...................................9
Dawson Wallace ............................11
Matthew Warner ...........................11
Wyatt Cory ................................... 12    

Martin Graham | Record-Herald
2018 MIAMI TRACE MIDDLE SCHOOL CROSS COUNTRY TEAM — (front, l-r); Tristan Combs, Max Trimble, Lyndon 
Phillips, Cole Little, Corbin Melvin, Eli Fliehman; (second row, l-r); Christian Rossiter, Jacob Cline, Eli Miller, Kolten 
Moore, Vincent Munro, Isaiah Reisinger, Zach Warnock; (third row, l-r); Jacinta Pettit, Sarah Warner, Mara Simonson, 
Meghan Corey, Kelsey Pettit, Hillary McCoy; (back, l-r); Coach Jeff Smallwood, Coach Matthew Pettit and Coach Tyler 
Robertson. Not pictured: Jacob Pettit, Tate Landrum

See SEEKS | 39

YOUR FAMILY’S SAFETY IS OUR #1 PRIORITY
     We offer complete auto repair and maintenance 
services to keep your car running like new today and 
down the road.
     We hope you never need our collision repair services, but if you 
do, we promise to take great care of you with excellent repair work 
and customer service. Our knowledgeable, certified technicians 
and friendly, professional office staff are at your service.  
     We’re a family-owned business with a reputation  for 
honest work and fair prices. Come see us today for service 
you can trust.

Full Service Automotive Repair
24-Hr. Towing 740-335-3630

1406 US 22 NW,  
Washington C.H.   
 (740) 335-8344O
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Emergency

Road Service

Over 50 Years of Service 
to Fayette County

BELL’S TOWING
1406 U.S. 22 NW
 Washington C.H.

(740) 335-3630

2574 US HWY 22 NW
Washington Court House, OH 43160

 740-335-8571

Good Luck to all Athletes at Miami Trace 
Panthers and Washington C.H. Blue Lions
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By Megan Neary
mneary@aimmediamidwest.com

The Washington Blue Lion 
cross country team is looking 
forward to the start of their 
season, according to head 
coach Ryan Day. This year 
will be Day’s 11th coaching 
cross country. In addition to 
coaching, Day teaches Amer-
ican and European History at 
Washington High School.

This year, the team has 
four seniors: Connor Lane, 
Kameron Morris, Kyler Runk 
and manager Joey Pickle-
heimer. There are no senior 
girls on the team this year, 
but Day said several graduat-
ed last year, including Maddy 
Garrison who was a two-time 
state qualifying runner and 
is now running at Marshall 
University.

According to Day, there 
are several skilled runners 
returning to the team this 
year, including Kameron 
Morris and Cloe Copas.

Morris will be a senior this 
year. He was First Team, All-
FAC last year and qualified 
for the Regional meet. He 
is hoping to make it to the 
State meet this year, accord-
ing to Day, who said “I think 
he’s got the capability.”

Copas will be a sophomore 
this year. She also earned the 
title of First Team, All-FAC 
runner last year and Day said 

she “wants to advance to the 
Regional meet this year.”

There will be 12 regular 
season meets, followed by 
District, Regional, and State 
events. On Sept. 29, there 
will be a home meet held at 
the Walters’ family farm at 
3477 Mark Road.

Day said this meet “keeps 
growing and it’s been, I 
think, attractive to a lot of 
other schools.”

One of the reasons it’s 
attractive to other schools 
is that it offers more variety 
than most races, which are 
often held on school grounds. 

Skilled runners returning for Blue Lion cc

WASHINGTON BLUE LIONS  
CROSS COUNTRY

Wed., Aug. 22 McClain Invit.  
A 4:30 p.m.
Sat., Aug. 25 Finish Timing Invit. A 9 
a.m.
Sat., Sept. 1 Circleville Invit. A 9 a.m.
Sat., Sept. 8 Zane Trace Invit.  
A 10 a.m.
Sat., Sept. 15 Cedarville Invit. A 9:30 
a.m.
Sat., Sept. 29 Cross the Creek Invit. @ 
Walters Farm 10 a.m.
Sat., Oct. 6 Xenia Legacy Christian 
A TBA
Thurs., Oct. 11 FAC Meet TBA  
6:15 p.m.
Tues., Oct. 16 Yellow Spring Invit. A 
4:30 p.m.
Sat., Oct. 20 Districts at  
Rio Grande TBA
Sat., Oct. 27 Regionals at Pickerington 

Central TBA
Sat., Nov. 3 State at Nat’l Trail 
Raceway TBA
Washington Blue Lions MS Cross 
Country
Wed., Aug. 22 McClain Invit. A TBA
Sat., Aug. 25 Finish Timing Invit. A TBA
Sat., Sept. 1 Circleville Invit. A TBA
Sat., Sept. 8 Zane Trace Invit. 
 A 10 a.m.
Sat., Sept. 15 Cedarville Invit. A TBA
Tues., Sept. 18 Bishop Flaget  
A 5:30 p.m. *
Sat., Sept. 29 Cross the Creek H 10 
a.m.
Sat., Oct. 6 Xenia Legacy Christian 
A TBA
Thurs., Oct. 11 FAC meet H 5 p.m.
Tues., Oct. 16 Yellow Springs A TBA
* at Hirsch’s Fruit Farm

Photos by Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald
2018 WASHINGTON BLUE LION CROSS COUNTRY TEAM — (front, l-r); Kameron Morris, Karson Runk, Kalub Wilkerson, 
Josh Waters, Will Baughn, Connor Lane, Joey Pickelheimer; (middle, l-r); Ryan Elrich, Zyon Wilson, Thomas May, Luke 
Rader, Branton Dawes, R.G. Crabtree, Kyler Runk, assistant coach Louis Reid; (back, l-r); head coach Ryan Day, Cloe 
Copas, Abby Tackage, McKenna Garren, Mia Moats, Garren Walker and Shawna Conger.`

2018 WASHINGTON MIDDLE SCHOOL CROSS COUNTRY TEAM — (front, l-r); 
Noah Hicks, Maggie Copas, Addi Chambers, Calleigh Wead-Salmi, Jordan 
McCane and head coach Louis Reid; (back, l-r); coach Ryan Day, Ian Roush, 
Isaiah Wightman, Zoe Wilson, Kayli Merritt and Jordan Mead. Not Pictured: 
Kaelin Pfeifer.

WASHINGTON CROSS COUNTRY SENIORS — (l-r); Kameron Morris, Connor 
Lane, manager Joey Pickelheimer and Kyler Runk.

See RUNNERS | 26



20
    

 2
01

8 
Fa

ll 
Sp

or
ts

 O
ut

lo
ok

O
H-

70
07

02
76

Examples of Income that is NOT Earned Income: 
 Retirement Income & Pensions 
 Social Security 
 Unemployment Benefits 
 Disability & Survivor Benefits 
 Welfare Benefits 
 Child Support 
 Interest, Dividends, Capital Gains 

These types of income will NOT BE TAXED. 
 

Taxable Earned Income is simply: 
 Wages, salaries, tips, and other taxable employee pay 

This is the ONLY type of income that will be taxed. This is the ONLY type of income that will be taxed.

DID YOU KNOW?DID YOU KNOW? 
WCHCS has not requested new WCHCS has not requested new 
operating revenue since 1991.
WCHCS has not requested new 
operating revenue since 1991.operating revenue since 1991. operating revenue since 1991.

  
operating revenue since 1991.operating revenue since 1991.

  That’s 27 years!
operating revenue since 1991.

That’s 27 years!That’s 27 years! Proposed 1% Earned Income Tax 

   
Manchester $ 310 
Madison Plains $ 263 
Westfall $ 249 
Miami Trace $ 239 
Logan Elm $ 181 
Jonathan Alder $ 174 
Jefferson Local $ 167 
Wilmington $ 161 
Clinton Massie $ 161 
Zane Trace $ 154 
London $ 152 
Bright Local $ 143 
East Clinton $ 139 
Teays Valley $ 129 
Hillsboro $ 129 
Chillicothe $ 123 
Jackson $ 120 
Circleville $ 120 
Adena $ 117 
Oak Hill $ 111 
Unioto $ 109 
Paint Valley $ 109 
Lynchburg-Clay $ 107 
Blanchester $ 102 
Greenfield $ 98 
Fairfield $ 98 
Ohio Valley $ 97 
Southeastern $ 94 

Court HouseCourt House 

Per Pupil Revenue 
Raised By One Mill Property Tax 

INFORMATION SHEET 

 1% Earned Income Tax Rate 
 As opposed to an 8.67                   
 Equivalent Property Tax 
 

 Tax is on Earned Income only 
 See list on right to see what                    
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By Chris Hoppes
choppes@aimmediamidwest.com

Rob Smith is the new 
Miami Trace boys golf coach.

He takes over the program 
after Kyle McConnaughey 
coached the team for the past 
seven seasons.

Jackson won the Frontier 
Athletic Conference last year, 
while Miami Trace placed 
second.

McClain was third, fol-
lowed by Washington, Chilli-
cothe and Hillsboro.

“It’s always been some-
thing that, I thought later in 
my career would be some-
thing fun to do,” Smith said. 
“I used to coach football in 
the fall, but I don’t anymore. 
Golf is a passion of mine. 
When the job became avail-
able, I decided to put in for 
it. I’m excited.

“Golf is a game that kids 
can play and it’s one of the 
only games they can play 
when they get old,” Smith 
said. “We’re really encour-
aged. We have 12 kids out 
and that’s enough for a j-v 
team, as well.”

Miami Trace has three 
seniors, including two in 
their fourth year on the team, 
Tyler Eggleton and Hayden 
Walters.

“They will be our two lead-
ers,” Smith said.

The other senior, Trenton 
Crawford, is on the team for 
the second year.

“That bodes well for the 
future when we have 12 kids 
out and only three of them 
are seniors,” Smith said. 
“We’re really encouraged 
with our numbers.”

The Record-Herald inter-
viewed Smith on photo day, 
a day before the season-open-
ing match at the McClain 
Invitational.

“In our invitational, we will 

be taking our three seniors, 
plus Justin Marshall and Dal-
ton Minschall,” Smith said.

“Every kid will have the 
oppourtunity to play on the 
varsity,” Smith said. “After 
we get past the first couple of 
matches, the top six will start 
going to the varsity matches.

“Golf is a unique sport in 
the fact that, we’ve had four 
practices and we’re ready to 
start the season,” Smith said. 
“The younger kids will have 
the oppourtunity, if they can 
prove they can play in varsity 
matches.

“What’s really neat is, 
we’ve got some kids who 
are playing golf for the first 
time,” Smith said. “We’re just 
doing drills with them right 
now, not turning them loose 
on the course until they at 
least get the concepts down 
and they know that.

“These kids have worked 
hard so far,” Smith said.

“I’ve talked to Coach 
(Shannon) Bartruff in at 
Court House and he’s been 
filling me in on a lot of dif-
ferent things,” Smith said. “I 
think our teams are quite a 
bit alike. He said the league 
is very competitive. We know 
in the past that Hillsboro has 
had some good teams. Jack-
son has a good program.

“Golf is an individual 
sport, but a team sport,” 
Smith said. “It’s unique 
compared with other sports. 
The guys have to prove them-
selves. There’s no coach’s dis-
cretion. They go out and they 
have to prove themselves out 
on the course.”

One of the keys to the 
sport is remaining calm, 
Smith noted.

“That’s what I’m really try-

ing to preach to these young 
kids,” Smith said. “Just go 
out and have fun. You’re not 
going to hit every ball good. 
You’re going to struggle until 
you learn how to play the 
game. We could go out to the 
golf course now and watch 
some of the older guys and 

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald
2018 MIAMI TRACE BOYS GOLF TEAM — (front, l-r); Head Coach Rob Smith, Tyler Eggleton, Haydon Walters, Trenton 
Crawford; (middle, l-r); J.J. Puckett, Justin Marshall, Dalton Minshall, Gabe Arazo; (back, l-r); Kyler Batson, Dawson 
Wallace, Garrett Morris, Blaine Williams and Kyler Adkins.

Rob Smith new Panthers golf coach

MIAMI TRACE  
BOYS GOLF

Tues., Aug. 7 McClain Invit. A TBA
Wed., Aug. 8 at Hillsboro FAC No. 
1 TBA
Tues., Aug. 14 at Jackson FAC No. 
2 4 p.m.
Thurs., Aug. 23 at McClain FAC No. 
3 4 p.m.
Mon., Aug. 27 vs Washington FAC 
No. 4 4 p.m.
Mon., Sept. 10 at Chillicothe FAC 
No. 5 4 p.m.

See COACH | 40
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By Martin Graham
mgraham@recordherald.com

The Washington Blue Lion 
boys golf team is shaping up 
for a good season thanks to 
the efforts throughout the 
summer, according to head 
coach Shannon Bartruff.

This year the team con-
sists of six student-athletes; 
one senior Tyler Rood, one 
junior Brock Morris and four 
sophomores, Ty Rose, Brice 
Cartwright, Sam Shaffer and 
Caden Hott.

“Tyler has been with us 
on the golf team for all four 
years of his high school 
career,” Bartruff said. “He 
has steadily improved his 
game over the last four years. 
He plays a lot of baseball and 
he also plays for the high 
school and his summer travel 
teams, so he doesn’t get to 
practice golf as much as he’d 
like, but he’s athletic enough 
to make up the difference 
most of the time. Tyler is a 
great young man - he attends 
Laurel Oaks so there’s a lot 
of travel that he does to be a 
part of the team. He’s in the 
welding program and has 
also expressed some interest 
in possibly playing baseball 
at the collegiate level, possi-
bly at Rio Grande. I look for 
Tyler to have a nice senior 
year for the Blue Lion golf 
team.”

Brock Morris is the lone 
junior for the Blue Lion golf 
team this year. Morris has 
been a part of the program 
since his freshman year 
and Bartruff said he has 
the potential to be a “nice 
player.”

“Brock has taken some 
lessons from Sharon Sims at 
Sims Family Golf and we are 
hoping those improvements 
show-up during the season,” 
Bartruff said. “Brock is a 

tremendous student athlete 
(he also plays baseball) and 
also is a part of the Blue Lion 
Marching Band. I’m hoping 
Brock can be a steady golfer 
for us this year.”

The final members — the 
four sophomores — are all 
returning for their second 
year in the program. Accord-
ing to Bartruff, Rose and 
Cartwright have really put 
in some time this summer to 
improve on their games and 
they have expressed a desire 
to improve on their freshmen 
campaigns. Both students 
play baseball and Rose is also 
in the marching band.

“I’m really looking for Ty 
and Brice to step up and give 
us some solid scores this year 
while learning and growing 
throughout the season,” Bar-
truff said. “They both have 
the potential to be nice play-
ers if they continue to work 
and put in the time to get 
better.”

Bartruff said the last two 
players — Shaffer and Hott 
— didn’t play in every match 
last year as they were learn-
ing the game and working on 
their skills.

“We take six golfers to 
each match and count the 
top four scores so we will be 
looking for Sam and Caden 
to continue to improve and 
step-up their games from last 
year,” Bartruff said.

Bartruff said he really 
doesn’t know what to expect 
as far as the league goes this 
season. He assumes that 
Jackson will be solid again, 
and looks for McClain and 
Hillsboro to be solid, as well.

“Miami Trace has three 
returning players from last 
year’s team and Chillicothe 
will also be looking to 
improve as well,” Bartruff 
said “We’ve had quite the 
spectrum of players and suc-
cess — from league titles, 
Sectional titles, District titles 

and State appearances to 
rebuilding years. The thing 
about golf is - you have to 
play. Each swing is unique 
and there is no easy route to 
success.

Blue Lion golf needs underclassmen to step up

WASHINGTON BLUE 
LIONS BOYS GOLF

Tues., Aug. 7 McClain Invit. A TBA
Wed., Aug. 8 Hillsboro A 4 p.m.
Tues., Aug. 14 Jackson A 4 p.m.
Wed., Aug. 15 Unioto H 4 p.m.
Wed., Aug. 22 Chillicothe H 4 p.m.
Thurs., Aug. 23 McClain A 4 p.m.
Mon., Aug. 27 WCH/MT H 4 p.m.
Wed., Aug. 29 White Oak H 4 p.m.
Thurs., Aug. 30 East Clinton  
A 4 p.m.
Wed., Sept. 5 Chillicothe A 4 p.m.
Mon., Sept. 10 Chillicothe A 4 p.m.
Wed., Sept. 12 Vinton County  
H 4 p.m.
Thurs., Sept. 13 Unioto A 4 p.m.
Tues., Sept. 18 FAC at Jackson 4 
p.m.
Tues., Sept. 25 Division II Sectional 
8 a.m. TBA

Photo by Mary Kay West
2018 WASHINGTON BLUE LION BOYS GOLF TEAM — (l-r); head coach Shannon Bartruff, Sam Shaffer, Ty Rose, Brock 
Morris, Tyler Rood, Brice Cartwright and Caden Hott.

See STEP | 40
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By Chris Hoppes
choppes@aimmediamidwest.com

Todd Wallace takes over 
the Miami Trace girls golf 
program, following the ten-
ure of previous coach, Chris 
Miller.

“A few years back, I helped 
coach girls’ tennis for 
Trace,” Wallace said. “I was 
an assistant coach helping 
Kim Schirtzinger. Then, I 
stepped away from that.

“I’ve been playing golf 
since I’ve been in high 
school, competitively,” 
Wallace said. “I told Aaron 
Hammond (Miami Trace 
High School Athletic Direc-
tor), if something comes 
open, I’m interested.

“A lot of times, people 
don’t really take golf as a 
sport,” Wallace said. “They 
don’t understand the full 
game. They don’t under-
stand the mental game; the 
multiple parts of golf that 
are games that make up the 
one game of golf.

“You have your driver, 
you have to get off the tee, 
whether that’s a driver or 
a 3-wood or whatever you 
need to get you in posi-
tion,” Wallace said. “Then 
you have your second shot 
and that’s got to be place-
ment; you need to try and 
get on the green. For some 
people, that’s two or three 
shots. Then, you have the 
short game, the up and 
down. And you have the 
putting.

“In the midst of all that 
you have the mental game,” 
Wallace said. “If you make 
a bad shot, that’s over. Next 
to church, golf is probably 
my second passion, as far 
as things I like to do, under-
standing the aspects of it 
and to teach it to kids.

“Aaron told me Chris was 

not returning,” Wallace 
said. “Are you interested? 
And I said yes. He said that 
he had to offer the job to 
everyone in the school. He 
offered it. In April or so, 
he said that he didn’t think 
anyone was going to take 
it, so, he said, it’s yours. At 
that point, I started think-
ing through what I needed 
to do.

“We had a meeting and 
three freshmen girls showed 
up,” Wallace said. “We had 
one senior, Meri Grace Car-
son, who played two years 
ago, came out.

“We have two girls who 
have never played golf until 
two weeks ago,” Wallace 
said.

In addition to the lone 
senior, Carson, there is one 
junior, Regan Hagler, one 
sophomore, Destinee Butch-
er, and three freshmen, 
Libby Aleshire, Makayla 
Barnes and Alyssa Butler 
on the squad.

“We played in the Green-
field Invitational (the 
Adam Sharp Memorial at 
Buckeye Hills) and the girls 

played really well,” Dawson 
said. “We’re working with 
other schools (to add more 
matches to the schedule). 
We have a match against 
Clinton-Massie. We’re hop-
ing to play Westfall and Vin-
ton County in late August. 
We’re trying to schedule 
some stuff. Our last league 
match is the last week of 
August, then the Sectional 
is not until the third week 
of September.

“It’s different when you’re 
playing with teammates and 
your coach, compared to 
playing against someone, 
stroke to stroke,” Wallace 
said. “It’s just a different 
mindset. We want to keep 
them in mental shape.

“Our strategy is, we use 
the word ‘fairway,’” Wal-
lace said. “The mantra is, 
keep it in the fairway. You’ll 
see a lot of our girls using 
a 7-iron when other girls 
might use a 3-wood. I want 
the girls to take a shot that 
is going to make them suc-
cessful. Try to take all the 
trouble out of play. I just 
want the girls to play one 

stroke at a time.
“The girls that haven’t 

played much, the goal is, 
let’s get less (of the circle 
9’s),” Wallace said. “All the 
girls are taught that we 
don’t three-putt. We want to 
get it close and two-putt it, 
you’ll save strokes that way.

“I’m trying to create a 
program,” Wallace said. “As 
long as they’ll let me coach, 
I’ll coach.”

Todd Wallace new MT girls golf coach

MIAMI TRACE GIRLS 
GOLF

Thurs., Aug. 9 at Jackson FAC No. 
1 4 p.m.
Mon., Aug. 13 vs Washington FAC 
No. 2 4 p.m.
Wed., Aug. 22 at Hillsboro FAC No. 
3 4 p.m.
Thurs., Aug. 23 Wilmington A 4 p.m.
Thurs., Aug. 30 at McClain FAC No. 
4 4 p.m.

Photos by Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald
2018 MIAMI TRACE GIRLS GOLF TEAM — (l-r); Coach Todd Wallace, Libby 
Aleshire, Makayla Barnes, Alyssa Butler, Reagan Hagler and Meri Grace 
Carson. Not Pictured: Destinee Butcher.

Miami Trace golf senior Meri Grace 
Carson.
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Lady Lion golf starts 1st season

By Martin Graham
mgraham@recordherald.com

Washington High School 
will be bringing a new sport 
to the district this fall: Lady 
Lion Golf.

“It all started…well my 
husband used to coach at 
Miami Trace for a few years, 
so I had already known that 
there are a lot of unclaimed 
female scholarships in golf 
every year,” Kylie Lanman, 
Lady Lions golf head coach 
said. “So I had that in the 
back of my mind, but I also 
knew there were girls who 
had golfed in the past that 
didn’t really have the chance 
to compete at their school. 
I don’t know, one day I just 
decided we need this so I 
went to our athletic director 
and he was excited and sup-
portive of it.”

Lanman said the first 
goal to get the team off the 
ground was to find girls 
interested. She wasn’t alone 
in this endeavour though 
and started with a basic 
announcement during the 
school day at the end of the 
year. She said a few kids 
came down and showed 
some interest.

“Also coach Bartruff — 
who coaches the boys team 
— had some suggestions 

for girls he knew might be 
interested,” Lanman said. 
“He recommended a few 
that have played before with 
their dad or however, so he 
brought quite a few to the 
table so I started checking 
them out. Then of course 
word of mouth. You always 
have those few girls who do 
it and then bring a friend 
along, which is really cool.”

Finally, through these 
efforts, Lanman was able to 
assemble a full team of six 
girls; three seniors and three 
freshman. This is perfect 
she said because it allows 
all of them to play in every 
match (golf allows six play-
ers to play but only the four 
best scores count toward the 
team’s score).

“It would be cool if we 

got more girls interested in 
the future,” Lanman said. “I 
hope to have more girls than 
I even know what to do with, 
but for now this is a great 
start to the program with 
six girls that can play every 
match.”

Lanman also described 
the initial stages of practices 
during the interview as they 
prepared for their first games 
at the beginning of August. 
The first step was a sched-
uled practice with Sharon 
Sims at Sims Family Golf 
Center in Greenfield. Sims is 
a class A Ladies Professional 
Golf Association (LPGA) 
teacher, according to her 
website. Lanman said they 
spent three days with Sims 
for clinics, which has been a 
huge help for the team.

“They learned so much, I 
learned so much, and that is 
basically how we started the 
season,” Lanman said. “Right 
now what we are working on 
is chipping shots around and 
on the green, that is really 
where you can shave off some 
strokes. We are working a lot 
on putting and chipping. The 
other work we have done is 
on building their confidence. 
We have a lot of work ahead 
of us, but with the matches 
we’ve had we’ve gotten better 
which is our goal.”

The team of six girls, 
which Lanman said all posses 
some natural talent and abil-
ity, varies on experience in 
the game. Raven Haithcock 
— who has scored the lowest 

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald
2018 WASHINGTON LADY BLUE LION GOLF TEAM — Eryne Croker, head coach Kylie Lanman, Taylor Hixson, Haley 
Hixson, Raven Haithcock, Breanna Taylor and Savannah Osborne.

See STARTS | 33

Good Luck 
Washington Blue 

Lions and 
Miami Trace 

Panthers!
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Submitted article

Fall practices are getting 
into full swing at Fayette 
Christian School.

The boys’ soccer team is 
coming off a season in which 
they went 6-4-2 and were 
runner-ups in the 7-man 
BCSO (Buckeye Christian 
School Organization) state 
soccer tournament.

Looking ahead to this 
year, the team is led by a 
solid group of seniors: Tyler 
Havens, Spencer Hanusik, 
Michael Miller, and Samuel 
Sheeter.

Sheeter has been the start-
ing goalie for three years and 
brings incredible experience 
to the position. Hanusik and 
Miller, along with starting 
striker Nicholas Epifano, 
bring back over 90 percent of 
the scoring from last season.

Defensive stalwart Lane 
Hufford will join Havens and 
first-year starter Christopher 
Tooill along the defensive 
line. The focus this season 
is, of course, to compete for 
the conference champion-
ship, but the ultimate goal is 
to challenge the young men 
on the team to be better pre-
pared for life beyond soccer 
by focusing on their attitudes 
and effort.

“I’m excited,” Fayette 
Christian School head coach 

Mark Richmond said. “I’m 
looking forward to this year. 
Our offensive line, especially, 
has been a strength so far. 
We’re looking at the different 
pieces to fill in our defensive 
line. That’s where we lost a 
couple of seniors from last 
year, our left defensive back 
(Aaron Turner) and our 
all-purpose player (Noah 
Gibbs). (Noah) even played 
one game in goal last year.

“(The BCSO) can be a 
fairly competitive league,” 
Richmond said. “It’s hard 
to tell because a lot of the 
schools are smaller and it 

depends on what seniors 
graduated and if they have 
new students coming in. One 
of the teams we play, their 
three best players graduated. 
I know for sure there will be 

a couple of other teams in 
the league that are going to 
be competitive.”

Returning coaches are 
Mark Richmond and Tony 
Garren.

FAYETTE CHRISTIAN SCHOOL SOCCER  
SCHEDULE 

Fri., Aug. 17 Temple H 5 p.m.
Sat., Aug. 18 Temple H 10 a.m.
Fri., Aug. 31 LCCA H 5 p.m.
Sat., Sept. 8 Mentor A 10 a.m.
Tues., Sept. 11 LCCA A 5 p.m.
Tues., Sept. 25 Cozaddle H 5 p.m.
Fri., Sept. 28 Wayside H 5 p.m.

Mon., Oct. 1 Wayside A 5 p.m.
Fri., Oct. 12 Heritage H 4:30 p.m.*
Tues., Oct. 23 Cozaddale A 5 p.m.
Fri., Oct. 26 BCSO Tournament A TBA
Sat., Oct. 27 BCSO Tournament A TBA
* Senior Night

FCS soccer returns solid seniors

Courtesy photo
2018 FAYETTE CHRISTIAN SCHOOL CRUSADERS SOCCER TEAM — (front, l-r); Brady Bumpus, Gage McDaniel, Luke 
Wright, Jordan Hufford; (back, l-r); Nicholas Epifano, Lane Hufford, Spencer Hanusik, Samuel Sheeter, Michael Miller, 
Christopher Tooill and Zander Ivey.

The race includes hills, a 
creek, and woods. There’s 
also concessions and park-
ing on the farm. “It’s a pretty 
sweet event,” Day said. The 

FAC meet will also be hosted 
at the Walters’ Farm. It is 
scheduled for Oct. 11.

The District meet will be 
on Oct. 2o and will be hosted 
at the University of Rio 
Grande. It will be followed 
by the Regional meet, which 
will be held at Pickerington 
North High School. The 

State meet will be held on 
Nov. 3 at the National Trail 
Raceway.

Day said what he loves 
about coaching cross country 
is “challenging the athletes 
to do the things they think 
they can’t do and then seeing 
their confidence grows as a 
result of either initially or 

down the road meeting these 
challenges.”

“It’s a confidence-building 
sport just because it takes so 
much physical and mental 
strength,” he added. Day also 
said he enjoys that “we get 
to see some beautiful areas 
of this part of the state” and 
“it’s a lot of fun.”

From page 19

Runners
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The Fayette Christian 
School girls’ volleyball team 
lost four starting seniors 
from a team that won 16 
games last year and took 
home third place in the 
BCSO state tournament.

Replacing that leader-
ship is hard but returning 
starters and seniors Taylor 
Brown and Macie Riley will 
be joined by fellow seniors 
Jenna Sams and Grace 
Ernst in their efforts to push 
the team to be better and 
advance further in the tour-
nament.

Two juniors, three sopho-
mores, and one freshman 
round out the solid team 
coached by Elisabeth Rich-
mond and Charlie Morgan.

“This year, we’re excited,” 
Richmond said. “We are try-
ing a new defensive set-up.

“We lost four seniors, so 
we took a hard hit on that,” 
Richmond said. Those 
seniors were McKenzie Riley, 
Summer Hurles, Cheyenne 
Williams and Hannah Turner.

“Our new set-up has the 
girls moving more,” Rich-
mond said. “The girls have 
been working hard. We’ve 
been working on increasing 
our endurance. The girls 
have been running more than 

they would like, but they are 
doing it and in the end, they 

know that they will be better 
volleyball players and we’ll be 

a better team for it.
“We are excited,” Rich-

mond said. “We are looking 
forward to going for the 
championship this season. 
We’re looking forward to 
being in the final round after 
placing third last year. The 
girls are really excited.”

FAYETTE CHRISTIAN SCHOOL CRUSADERS VOLLEYBALL 
SCHEDULE 

Tues., Aug. 21 Hillsboro A 5:30 p.m.
Fri., Aug. 31 LCCA H 5 p.m.
Tues., Sept. 4 RCCA H 5:30 p.m.
Thurs., Sept. 6 Wilmington A 6:30 p.m.
Tues., Sept. 11 LCCA A 5 p.m.
Mon., Sept. 17 Bishop Flaget A 5 p.m.
Tues., Sept. 18 Wilmington H 5:30 p.m.
Thurs., Sept. 20 RCCA A 5:30 p.m.
Tues., Sept. 25 Cozaddale H 5 p.m.
Thurs., Sept. 27 Hillsboro H 5:30 p.m.
Fri., Sept. 28 Wayside H 5 p.m.

Mon., Oct. 1 Wayside A 5 p.m.
Tues., Oct. 2 RCCA A 5:30 p.m.
Tues., Oct. 9 LCA H 5 p.m.
Fri., Oct. 12 Heritage H 4:30 p.m.*
Tues., Oct. 16 LCA A 5 p.m.
Thurs., Oct. 18 Bishop Flaget H 5 p.m.
Tues., Oct. 23 Cozaddale A 5 p.m.
Fri., Oct. 26 BCSO Tournament A TBA
Sat., Oct. 27 BCSO Tournament A TBA
* Senior Night

FCS volleyball must replace 4 graduates

Courtesy photo
2018 FAYETTE CHRISTIAN SCHOOL CRUSADERS VOLLEYBALL TEAM — (front, l-r); Grace Ernst, Taylor Brown, Macie 
Riley, Lilly Russi; (back, l-r); Macy Gruber, Jenna Sams, Makenna Granger, Cherokee Lofino and Kirsten Havens.

“This year, we’re 
excited,” Richmond said. 
“We are trying a new 
defensive set-up”

— Elisabeth Richmond

OH-70070290
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By Megan Neary
mneary@aimmediamidwest.com

The Washington High 
School cheerleading squad 
has 21 members total between 
the junior varsity and varsity 
teams. There are no seniors on 
the football cheer squad, but 
there will be one (Ali Evans) 
on the basketball squad. This 
fall, the squad will cheer at 
all ten football games as well 
as playoff games if the team 
advances.

Coach Tara Bivens was a 
member of the Washington 
cheerleading squad when she 
attended the high school. She 
graduated in 1995 and went on 
to cheer at Capital University. 
This will be her fourth year 
as coach of the cheerleading 
squad. In addition to coaching, 
she works as the principal’s 
secretary at the middle school.

Bivens said she enjoys 
coaching cheer because “I just 
like helping the youths and 
making them more well-round-
ed individuals.”

In addition to year-long 
conditioning, the squad also 
performs frequent community 
service. This includes Christ-
mas caroling at local nursing 
homes, filling backpacks with 
toiletries and stuffed animals 
for children in foster care, 
supporting domestic violence 
awareness month, and more.

Bivens said, “the community 
has been so good to us and I 
believe in giving back.

“It’s more than cheer, you 
know, it’s about helping others 
and the girls really enjoy doing 
that,” said Bivens, adding 
“what a great group of girls!”

The squad also attends 
cheer camp during the sum-
mer at Ohio Dominican Uni-
versity. This year, “we walked 
away with multiple trophies. 
It was a successful camp,” said 
Bivens.

The squad’s superior rating 
at camp qualified it to partici-
pate in a Cleveland Cavaliers 
game this year. Bivens said 
she is currently looking into 
the details, but that both 
the middle school and high 
school squads would have the 
opportunity to participate in 
a pregame performance and a 
meet and greet with the play-
ers. “They are very excited, 
very excited,” she said.

Bivens also makes an effort 
to include individuals of all 
ages in the fun of cheerlead-
ing. She holds kiddie camps 
for children in grades k-6 
before the basketball and 
football seasons. The students 
who participate then have the 
opportunity to perform at one 
of the games. Bivens said a 
little over 100 students par-
ticipated last year. Bivens also 
brought back alumni cheer-
leading, so that graduates of 
the WCH cheer program can 

return to the squad. About 40 
people partipated last year. “I 
think this year will be bigger,” 
she said.

Tryouts for the cheer squad 
are held in the spring and are 
judged by outside judges.

“Over the years its become 

very competitve. We have a 
lot of girls trying out,” said 
Bivens. She said, “if you don’t 
make it this year, don’t give 
up. keep trying,” she added, 
“it really boils down to who 
works the hardest and who 
wants it the most.”

Squads ready to cheer for Blue Lions

Photos by Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald photos
2018 WASHINGTON VARSITY FOOTBALL CHEERLEADERS — (front, middle) Cheyenne Tuttle; (second row, l-r); Aria 
Marting, Madison Gilmore, Sydney Shadburn, Morgan Reeves; (third row, l-r); Brooklyn Stanley, Kayla Welling, Brooke 
Reeves; (back, l-r); Megan Gruber, Rachel Palmer, Isabella Racine and advisor Tara Bivens. Not pictured: Destanie 
Leach.

2018 WASHINGTON JUNIOR-VARSITY FOOTBALL CHEERLEADERS — (front, 
middle); Maleah Tyree; (second row, l-r); Emilee Anschutz, Britnie Kirkendall, 
Allison Forsythe, Shelbee Crago; (back, l-r); Alexus Eggleton, Analese Mitson, 
Ashleigh Donohoe and advisor Tara Bivens. Not pictured: Alexus Stiffler.
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By Megan Neary
mneary@aimmediamidwest.com

The Miami Trace High 
School cheerleading squad 
is looking forward to the 
beginning of the football 
season. Coaches Ashley 
Patton and Natalie Spears, 
who have both coached 
Miami Trace’s cheerleaders 
for nine years, said the 
squad will cheer at 11 
football games, including the 
jamboree scrimmage.

There are 23 members of 
the football cheerleading 
squad. An additional four, 
who play volleyball in the 
fall, will join the squad for 
the basketball season. The 
coaches said their five senior 
members will help to lead the 
squad. The seniors are Chris 
Walker, Abby Riley, Abbi 
Pettit, Andrea Robinson, and 
Khenadi Grubb.

Before the season starts, 
the squad will attend cheer 
camp. “Camp is a big deal for 
us, they compete with other 
schools,” Spears said, adding 
“they represent our school 
and our community really, 
really well.”

It’s not just at camp that 
the cheerleaders represent 
the school well, according 
to Patton and Spears, who 
said they also do a great job 
in the community as “the 
face of our school.” The 
cheerleaders participate in 
various community events. 
This year, they plan to take 
part in the Christmas parade 
and the Rally in the Alley. 
They’ll also perform some 
community service work. In 
years past, this has included 
serving food at the Rose 
Avenue food pantry, making 
cards for veterans, and going 
Christmas caroling at local 
nursing homes.

Spears said cheerleading 

can teach a lot of life lessons, 
including, how to “smile 
through the losses and 
the wins.” It also teaches 
teamwork, she said, adding, 

“individually they’re all 
phenomenal, but together 
they make this amazing 
squad.

“It’s so fun to see them 

persevere and how they 
connect with each other, how 
they handle adversity and 
then how they encourage 
each other, too.”

5 senior cheerleaders lead MT squad

Photos by Downtown Photo
2018 MIAMI TRACE JUNIOR-VARSITY FOOTBALL CHEERLEADERS — (front, l-r); Hidy Kirkpatrick, Hannah Campbell, 
Kaydence Smith, Destinee Butcher, Alexis Gardner, Lexi Hagler; (back, l-r); Megan Manns, Abi Mick, Emily Warner, 
Hannah Huff and Sarah Duron.

2018 MIAMI TRACE VARSITY FOOTBALL CHEERLEADERS — (front, l-r); Khenadi Grubb, Abby Riley, Emily McNeal, 
Abbi Pettit, Andrea Robinson; (back, l-r); Victoria Waits, Kaitlyn Ellsworth, Chris Walker, Hayley Binegar and Lexi 
Longberry.
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2018 Washington High School Marching Band

2018 Miami Trace High School Marching Band 
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“We did not play Circleville last year,” 
Schirtzinger said. “We played them in 
the previous years. Also, the team from 
Grove City was interested in playing us, 
so, we may try and get them in. I’m not 
sure we’ll be able to fit them in.”

As for the challenge of finding playing 
time for the girls who aren’t in the top 
seven (varsity), Schirtzinger said…”I 
think what we’ve decided to do is just 
take all of our j-v players and just rotate 
them every single match, so that they 
will get equal playing time.

“I would love to try and get some 
teams to play some j-v matches on 
Saturdays,” Schirtzinger said. Looking 
ahead to 2019 and the prospect of 

having nine seniors, Schirtzinger will 
strive to get playing time for all of the 

j-v players to keep their interest high.
What about goals for Miami Trace 

tennis?
“I think one of my main goals is to 

get the kids to have the drive to be the 
best they can be,” Schirtzinger said. 
“That’s one of the things I say to them 
constantly. They need to have the drive. 
It needs to come from them. It can’t 
come from me. That’s one of my biggest 
goals.

“I think that some of the top players 
— most of this varsity team came in 
as freshmen — they are just getting to 
the age where they are realizing that if 
(they) really put good effort into this, 
(they’d) do well,” Schirtzinger said. 
“Even if they don’t win their match, I 
want them trying their hardest and to 
realize they have the drive inside of 
them to push themselves to be their 
best.”

From page 16

Numbers

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald
MIAMI TRACE SENIORS — (l-r); Jessica Camp 
and Hannah Clemons. Not Pictured: Callynne 
Cockerill.

when Thoroman was a play-
er. This year, the program 
turns 30 years old.

“It’s pretty amazing 
how far it’s come,” said 
Thoroman, a class of 1995 
graduate. “Sometimes I’ll 
be walking across the field 
before a game and I’ll have 
those flashbacks from play-
ing here.”

When assessing the com-
petition on the 2018 sched-

ule, Thoroman thinks it will 
be more manageable than 
last season.

“We played a really tough 
non-league schedule last 
year, and Mr. (Aaron) Ham-
mond (Miami Trace ath-
letic director) was gracious 
enough to dial that back a 
little bit for us,” said Thoro-
man. “Our schedule is more 
favorable. We’ll compete 
better with the non-league 
teams this year. We need 
to make drastic improve-
ment in league play because 
we finished fifth out of six 

teams last year.”  
Thoroman said that 

defending FAC champion 
Chillicothe will once again 
be the team to beat within 
the league.

“They are Division I, they 
have two indoor soccer 
facilities in Chillicothe, 
and they have a select 
soccer club, First Capital 
Futball Club,” Thoroman 
said. “They have the 
biggest student population 
to choose from and good 
players to choose from.”

Thoroman said that 

motivation is high this year 
to not repeat the struggles 
of a season ago.

“The guys are totally 
motivated that there will 
not be a replay of last 
year,” he said. “However, 
we are not going to set any 
expectations. This team 
is being instructed to take 
one game at a time. Last 
year, expectations were 
extremely high, we knew 
we had a tough schedule. 
This year, we’re taking a 
different approach…one 
opponent at a time.”

From page 12
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If you are looking for 
professional automotive 

service and repair, 
choose

2247 U.S. Rt. 22 SW
Washington C.H.

• Service & Repair all makes and models 
• ASE Master Technicians 
• Factory Diagnostic OEM Equipment 
• 24 Month/24,000 Mile Warranty 

• Convenience
• FREE Shuttle Service as well 
   as Pickup and Delivery 

740-335-2000

• Service & Repair all makes and models 
• ASE Master Technicians 
• Factory Diagnostic OEM Equipment 
• 24 Month/24,000 Mile Warranty 

The Only

In
Washington C.H.www.jimvandyke.com

   Court Street
Animal Hospital

414 E. Court Street, 
Washington C.H., Ohio 43160

Robert G. Vanzant, D.V.M.

740-335-8555
new patients welcome
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Good Luck to all Teams
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said. “Very good, 
athletically, intellectually, 
leadership. They were just 
all the way through. When 
they were in junior high, 
they were probably the 
most talented class I’ve ever 
been around. We started 
(in seventh grade) with 
30-some and ended with 12 
or 14 (as seniors last year).

“They were outstanding 
young men, very coach-
able,” Hinton said. “They 
just did everything right. 
They had a lot of talent. 
I don’t believe in winning 
with talent, I believe in 
winning with quality young 
men. If you have talented, 
quality young men, then 
you’re pretty good.

“Coach (Jeff) Arndt and 
my success has been built 
on quality young men,” Hin-
ton said. “Coach Arndt and 
I have been together for, 
this is our 34th year. This is 
his 50th year of coach. I’m 
in my 46th year.

“We have 16 seniors 
this year,” Hinton said. 
“You win with seniors and 
you win with leadership. 
Your leadership is in your 
senior class. It doesn’t take 
numbers for that. Over the 
years, we’ve had very large 
senior classes that have 
been successful and we’ve 
had small senior classes 
that have been very suc-
cessful. The question is, are 
they quality young men; are 
they quality leaders.

“Every time we’re suc-
cessful, we have a success-
ful senior class,” Hinton 
said. “After 41 years as a 
head coach, I firmly believe 
that.”

Hinton turned his atten-
tion to this year’s oppo-
nents.

“Teays (Valley) was 8-2 

last year,” Hinton said. 
“They did not quite qualify 
to the playoffs. They are 
in the same Region as us 
(Division II, Region 8).”

Chillicothe placed seventh 
in Region 8 and Teays Val-
ley placed 10th. The top 
eight teams qualify for the 
playoffs.

“We’re in the southwest 
Division II Region with the 
big Cincinnati schools,” 
Hinton said. “That was the 
toughest one in Ohio. If we 
had been in the (Region) 
in the Columbus area, we 
would probably have hosted 
a game.

“Mifflin was 8-2 and 
in the playoffs last year,” 
Hinton said. “Watkins 
Memorial is a good, solid 
program. They have a new 
head coach this year and a 
new staff. That’s about all 
we know about them.

“Hartley is Hartley,” 
Hinton said. “They’re 
loaded. They don’t rebuild, 
they reload.” The Hawks 
went 11-2 last year.

“Logan is going to be 
better,” Hinton said. “They 
had a bunch of sophomores 
and juniors last year and 
those guys are back. They 
played very well against us 
last year. That’s a rivalry 
game.

“Hillsboro is going to 
be solid,” Hinton said. 
“They’ve got a good group 
coming back. They were 7-3 
last year. They lost to us, 

Jackson and they lost one 
non-league (to Goshen).

“Greenfield has a new 
head coach,” Hinton said. 
“Jake’s going to do well over 
there. Jake coached with me 
for a year. I’ve known Jake 
and his dad since Jake was 
growing up.

“Miami Trace we know 
is reloading,” Hinton said. 
“But, it won’t take them 
long to reload.

“Court House, it just 
seems like they keep 
getting athletes and athletes 
coming in,” Hinton said. 
“They have a couple of kids 
transferring in. Jon Jon 
Thomas’ son (Gio Thomas) 
left Pickerington and came 
down here. Of course, 
they already had (Dillon) 
Steward. They have another 
superior athlete move in 
(Omar Porter).

“Jackson is always going 
to be solid,” Hinton said. 
“Jackson is always going to 
be good. They are always 
going to have big kids, 
strong kids. They’ll be well-
coached.

“Our schedule is heavy 
loaded on the front end and 
the back end,” Hinton said. 
“One good thing is, we have 
Court House and Jackson 
here.”

Chillicothe begins with 
games home, away and then 
home, then has four games 
in a row on the road, before 
playing the final three at 
home.

“I don’t like it,” Hinton 
said. “I didn’t like it last 
year. Trying to schedule 
week five is terrible. We 
don’t want to drop Logan. 
It’s not a favorable schedule, 
but, such is life. You have 
to live with it. You have to 
go play.

“Hillsboro is a dark 
horse,” Hinton said. 
“They’re scary. They have 
some good skill kids back. 
Jack (O’Rourke) does a 
great job coaching. They’re 

going to be tough to handle.
“Then, Court House and 

Jackson; flip a coin, who 
do you want,” Hinton said. 
“We got the full taste of 
Steward last year.”

Steward rushed for 292 
yards and two touchdowns 
last year against the 
Cavaliers.

Maughmer ran for 335 
yards and three touchdowns 
against the Blue Lions.

“Him and Branden put on 
a heck of a show,” Hinton 
said. “Luckily, Branden 
scored more touchdowns 
than he did. They are not 
only fast, but elusive.”

Hinton went through his 
lineup, mentioning likely 
starters at the various 
positions.

“Right now, our senior 
quarterback is Adrian 
Beverly,” Hinton said. “It’s 
his job to lose. He’s got to 
fight to hold onto it.

“He’ll be backed up by 
junior Christian Benson,” 
Hinton said. “And 
sophomore Trevor Lee. But 
Adrian and Christian are 
the two main characters.

“At running back, it’s 
going to be kind of a 
committee,” Hinton said. 
“Senior J’Quan Harris is 
going to be at running 
back. He’ll also be a slot. 
You may even see him at 
quarterback. He’s going to 
be all over the place, just 
to get the ball in his hands. 
He’s going to be our big 
play-maker.

“We’ll also have (junior) 
Chris Postage and junior 
McKellan Lee,” Hinton 
said.

“We think our line of 
scrimmage is better this 
year,” Hinton said. “Most 
of them are back from last 
year.”

Chillicothe has 55 
players in grades 9-12. The 
Cavaliers have 17 seniors 
and 17 returning letter-
winners from 2017.

CHILLICOTHE CAVALIERS 
VARSITY FOOTBALL

Fri., Aug. 24 Teays Valley H 7 p.m.
Fri., Aug. 31 Miflin A 7 p.m.
Fri., Sept. 7 Watkins Memorial H 
7 p.m.
Fri., Sept. 14 Bishop Hartley A 7 
p.m.
Fri., Sept. 21 Logan A 7 p.m.
Fri., Sept. 28 Hillsboro A 7 p.m.
Fri., Oct. 5 McClain A 7 p.m.
Fri., Oct. 12 Miami Trace H 7 p.m.
Fri., Oct. 19 Washington H 7 p.m.
Fri., Oct. 26 Jackson H 7 p.m.

From page 8
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daily basis.
The number of seniors is 

one of the strengths of the 
team this season according to 
Orr-Zody, “I think a strength 
is the number of seniors we 
have on our team.”

The coach also expects the 
seniors on the team to be lead-
ers for the underclassmen.

“I expect all the seniors to 
improve and take leadership 
roles. It’s the only way we’ll 
get better and have success,” 
said Orr-Zody.

McClain will be strong 
on the offensive line as they 
return many of their starters 
and coach Orr-Zody high-
lighted the unit as a potential 
strength for the team in 2018.

The Tigers realize that the 
overall inexperience of the 
team as well as the time that 
it takes to implement new 

schemes and game plans are 
obstacles that the team will 
have to navigate successfully 
to be the best that they can be 
this year.

The players for McClain will 
measure success on a weekly 
basis according to Orr-Zody, 
“We will gauge our success on 
how much we can improve on 
a weekly and daily basis. We 
want to get better on a weekly 
basis. If we improve weekly 
we’ll have success.”

Orr-Zody took the time to 
acknowledge the McClain fans 
and said, “Greenfield McClain 
has some of the best and most 
loyal fans in the world.”
Key Dates

9/14 at East Clinton – The 
Tigers go on the road for the 
first time in 2018 to take on 
former South Central Ohio 
League rivals the Astros of 
East Clinton. McClain lost 
to the Astros in week four of 
the 2017 season by a score of 
28-14.

9/28 at Miami Trace 

– McClain will open the 
Frontier Athletic Conference 
portion of their schedule on 
the road as they travel to 
Washington Court House 
to take on the Panthers of 
Miami Trace. The Tigers fell 
to the Panthers in week six of 
the 2017 season with a final 
score of 46-0.

10/19 vs Jackson – Seniors 
for the football team and 
cheerleaders will be honored 
in week nine of the 2018 
season when the Tigers host 
Jackson on Senior Night. 
The Ironmen defeated 
McClain in week nine of the 
2018 season by a score of 
48-0.

10/26 at Hillsboro – The 
Tigers will travel to Hillsboro 
to close the season in the 
34th annual Rotary Bowl. 
McClain will be looking to 
avenge a 61-13 loss to the 
Indians to end the 2017 sea-
son and to bring the Rotary 
Bowl trophy back to Edward 
Lee McClain High School.

Analysis
McClain has the opportu-

nity to be a much improved 
team in 2018 and much 
of that success is going to 
depend on how well the boys 
in the program adjust to and 
execute Orr-Zody’s offensive 
and defensive schemes.

The Tigers also received 
an infusion of talent this 
year that could lead to more 
success on the field. Along 
with the infusion of talent 
a strong core of returning 
players will give McClain all 
the tools to have a successful 
season.

Expect the Tigers to be 
much more competitive this 
season despite the challeng-
es of learning a new system 
on both sides of the ball. It 
is likely that the Tigers fin-
ish with an overall record 
bordering on .500 in 2018.

After the struggles of 
previous seasons the Tigers 
appear ready to take a step 
forward this season.

From page 6

Season

From page 25

Starts

in the games currently — has 
been playing since she was 
3-years-old for instance and 
understands the game while 
Haley Hixson (and her fresh-

man sister Taylor Hixson) 
haven’t played much but have 
been out playing with their 
dad and grew up around a 
golf course. The final senior, 
Bre Taylor, is a multi-sport 
athlete but only has a couple 
years worth of experience 
golfing, which — according 
to Lanman — is not much 

in the world of golf but is 
a great start. The final two 
members of the team are 
freshmen Savannah Osborne 
and Eryne Croker.

“This program is all about 
increasing participation of 
student-athletes and hope-
fully building more of a cul-
ture of pride in our schools,” 

Lanman said. “We are just 
thankful for the community 
and that our students can 
have something to take pride 
in so we encourage everyone 
to follow us on Twitter @
LadyLionGolf. Also, any 
girls interested in golfing can 
come in and get signed up.”

Good Luck 
To All Of The  2018 Fall Sports Participants

HARTLEY
OIL COMPANY

FIVE LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU

Hillsboro
937-393-5797

Wilmington
937-382-2253

Jamestown
937-675-4951

London
740-852-1051

Washington C.H.
740-335-0690

Toll Free
800-638-7588

907 Columbus Ave.
Washington C.H., OH 43160
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Jim & Mark 
Chrisman

Owners

Chrisman

www.chrismanh2o.com

1020 E. Market St.
Washington C.H., 

OH 43160

740-335-2620

Good Luck To All Athletes 
For Washington C.H. & Miami Trace!

OH-70069468
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WASHINGTON BLUE 
LIONS VARSITY  

FOOTBALL

Fri., Aug. 24 Blanchester A 7 p.m.
Fri., Aug. 31 Circleville * H 7 p.m.
Fri., Sept. 7 London A 7 p.m.
Fri., Sept. 14 Linden McKinley ** 
H 7 p.m.
Fri., Sept. 21 St. Charles A 7 p.m.
Fri., Sept. 28 Jackson A 7 p.m.
Fri., Oct. 5 Hillsboro # H 7 p.m.
Fri., Oct. 12 McClain ## H 7 p.m.
Fri., Oct. 19 Chillicothe A 7 p.m.
Fri., Oct. 26 Miami Trace H 7 p.m.
* Senior Night
** Pony League Night
# Homecoming
## Middle School Night

From page 4

Blue

scoring 26.8 points, but 
allowed an average of 40.6 
points to be scored against 
them.

Chuck Williamson returns 
for his third season as head 
coach of the Blue Lions.

The Blue Lions started 
the 2017 season with a 
42-26 win at home over 
Blanchester and a 33-12 
win over the Tigers at 
Circleville.

Then came the first of 
three losses in which the 
Blue Lions allowed 40 or 
more points.

The Blue Lions lost at 
home to London, 51-47.

“It was a shoot-out,” 
Williamson said. “That was a 
tough game.

“I think we’ve done a 
better job this year of 
getting two quarterbacks 
ready,” Williamson said. “If 
something happens to our 
No. 1, the No. 2 is ready to 
go.

“Defensively, we were 
young, really young,” 
Williamson said. “This 
year we feel, defensively, 
we’re excited with where 
we are. We had a four-way 
scrimmage (at Goshen, 
along with West Union and 
Cincinnati Christian Hills) 
and our defense played 
really well. We were very 
pleased coming out of that 
scrimmage.

“Coach (Corey) Dye has 
them playing hard and 
physical,” Williamson said. 
“We did make some moves; 
we moved Rich Burns over 
there to defensive end. 
Eli Shaw played lights 
out at linebacker in that 
scrimmage.”

The Blue Lions have 
a new player vying for 
quarterback in sophomore 
Gio Thomas, as well as the 

senior, Dillon Steward.
“Dillon wants to play 

at the next level and he’s 
getting some Division I 
looks,” Williamson said. 
“They’re looking at him as a 
slot (receiver), as a defensive 
back and as a kick returner.

“Gio wants to play 
quarterback at the next 
level,” Williamson said. “It’s 
a win-win for us. We believe 
we have two really good ones 
(for quarterback).

“Gio played for 
the Division I State 
championship Pickerington 
Central (Tigers) last year,” 
Williamson said. “We will 
still use Richie in some 
(offensive) packages, but 
primarily, he’s going to be a 
defensive end.”

Williamson spoke about 
the offensive line.

“We lost Derrick Wade,” 
Williamson said. “That’s a 
big loss. He was a rock on 
our offensive line last year. 
Jacob VanMeter was the 
center last year.

“Coming back we have 
Colten McNichols, he’ll be 
a three-year starter for us,” 
Williamson said. “We just 
moved Xavier Brown from 
the defensive line to the 
offensive line.

“We have Alec Haggard 
at right guard,” Williamson 
said. “He’s a three-year 
starter. Sterling Smith 
is a promising young 

sophomore. He’s 6-4, 265 
pounds. On the other side is 
Dakota Weikle, he lettered 
for us last year. We’re 
excited about our offensive 
line. As a unit, they are 
looking really good.

“(Offensively) we’re going 
to be really multiple this 
year,” Williamson said. “All 
of our skills guys are going 
to carry the ball; they’re all 
going to catch the ball.

“Omar Porter is coming 
in,” Williamson said. “He’s 
from Arizona. He’s a play-
maker. He can run, he’s 
physical, he’s tall and he’s 
fast. On the left side, Eli 
Lynch returns. He might be 
the fastest kid on the team. 
He’s a returning starter.

“Jamie McCane and 
Brandon Cubbage are both 
going to carry the ball,” 
Williamson said. “Of course, 
Dillon will be in the slot. 
He’ll be seeing some carries 
and we’ll be throwing him 
the ball. We’ll just try to get 
the ball in his hands and let 
him do his thing.”

Despite playing in only 
six games, Steward carried 
85 times for 1,062 yards and 
10 touchdowns in 2017.

The Blue Lions have 14 
seniors this season and 15 
returning starters, eight 
on offense and seven on 
defense.

“We’re excited,” 
Williamson said. “We’re not 
very deep. We’ve got to stay 
healthy. We’re trying to keep 
kids playing on just one side 
of the ball.

“Richie Burns and Jalen 
Pettiford are our defensive 
ends,” Williamson said. “I 
call them the Twin Towers 
because they come off the 
edge, they’re 6-5 and 6-4. 
We have Cassius Howland 
at one defensive tackle. We 
have Alex Hamrick, who 
just moved from linebacker 
to defensive tackle. He 
played really well in our 
recent scrimmage.

“Our linebackers are 
going to be Eli Shaw, who 
is off the charts the way 
he’s playing right now, and 
Collier Brown, who has 
really matured, worked hard 
in the weight room this off-
season and gotten better,” 
Williamson said. “On the 
back end, we have Kolton 
Jackson, who has worked 
his tail off. He’s the leader 
of the defensive backfield. 
George Reno is a returning 
starter. We also have 
Conner Frederick, Collin 
George; Jay Fettig is in the 
mix to play back there.

“Offensively, we’re spread, 
up-tempo,” Williamson said. 
“We are going to be a little 
more multiple this year 
with guys getting touches, 
because we feel we have a 
lot of athletes.

“Defensively, we’ll have a 
four-man front,” Williamson 
said. “We’ll show odd 
fronts. Corey (defensive 
coordinator) Dye is going to 
be very multiple with what 
he does.

“We have three guys 
battling for kicking duties,” 
Williamson said. “Nick 
Bishop, Dillon Steward 
and Eli Lynch. And Blaise 
(Tayese) one of our soccer 
guys, just came to us and he 
boomed a couple, so we’re 
looking at him.”

Washington will host the 
rivalry game against Miami 
Trace on Oct. 26.

The Blue Lions got them 
at Miami Trace last year, 
43-12.

Throw out the records for 
this one, Williamson said.

“When you play a team 
down the road, all records 
are out,” Williamson said. 
“I got my first taste of it 
two years ago. It doesn’t 
matter what the records are. 
The kids grew up together, 
they know each other. It’s 
a lot of pride in the county. 
It’s going to be a war with 
them, always.”
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into this year.
“Our transition from last 

year to this year, I’ve been 
pleased with that so far,” 
Williams said. “In terms of 
expectations in regards to 
the players, expectations in 
regard to our coaches.

“Tyler Taylor was the 
quarterback last year,” Wil-
liams said. “He took over 
the reins as quarterback. 
He is competing right now 
against a junior, Dalton 
Mayer, for that starting 
position. Both of those guys 
are going to be playing, 
both of those guys are going 
to be playing quarterback. 
They both bring a different 
tempo to the team. I can see 
us utilizing them both dur-
ing a game. They are both 
very good athletes. They’ll 
either be at quarterback or 
receiver.

“Josh Liff was a tailback 
last year,” Williams said. 
“He was more of a block-
ing back for Brady. Josh 
had a good off-season. He 
ran track and got faster. He 
did a nice job in the weight 
room. He’s going to be our 
starting tailback. He’s run-
ning the ball very hard. He 
brings a different style, but 
it definitely fits our offense 
that we want to run. He’s 
more of a downhill guy.

“Caden Swietzer started 
at slot for us last year,” Wil-
liams said. “He brings some 
experience back there. He’ll 
be rotating with Josh at tail-
back. Matthew Haddox and 
Josh Gilmore. Those guys 
will be working in a rota-
tion between my slots and 
tailbacks.

“We’re undersized,” Wil-
liams said. “Our interior 
line has been a strong point 
in our two scrimmages.

“(Junior) Aiden Kingery 

is our only returning starter 
off our offensive line last 
year,” Williams said. “He’ll 
rotate in on the defensive 
side. Everyone who is start-
ing on the offensive line, 
with the exception of one, 
is playing both ways. We’re 
really working on our con-
ditioning and keeping guys 
healthy. It’s just, our num-
bers are way down right 
now.

“We have five returning 
starters on both sides of the 
ball,” Williams said. “We 
are young and inexperi-
enced. We’ll be playing a lot 
of sophomores and juniors. 
We only have five seniors on 
the team. Kids are doing a 
lot of different things these 
days, working and commit-

ments. That has kept some 
of them from committing 
to the off-season stuff. The 
kids that are spending the 
time are seeing results. 
They are getting stronger 
and better; they are under-
standing the schemes and 
what needs to be done.

“We are absolutely in the 
rebuilding stages,” Williams 
said. “All of these younger 
guys are going to be that 
much more experienced 
next year. My goal now is to 
maintain those guys.”

The Panthers have 14 
juniors and 15 sophomores 
on the team.

“We’re heading in the 
right direction,” Williams 
said. “My goal is to have 14 

or more (seniors) next year 
when we play.”

Williams spoke about the 
2018 slate of opponents.

“I’m hearing that the 
numbers are down at Cir-
cleville,” Williams said. The 
Tigers beat the Panthers in 
the season-opener last year, 
41-14.

“That (the number of 
participants) might be for 
football in general,” Wil-
liams said. “You just can’t 
show up in August and play 
football. You have to com-

From page 5

Panthers

MIAMI TRACE PANTHERS 
VARSITY FOOTBALL

Fri., Aug. 24 Circleville H 7 p.m.
Fri., Aug. 31 Wilmington A 7 p.m.
Fri., Sept. 7 Logan Elm A 7 p.m.
Fri., Sept. 14 Clinton-Massie A 7 
p.m.
Fri., Sept. 21 Zanesville H 7 p.m.
Fri., Sept. 28 McClain * H 7 p.m.
Fri., Oct. 5 Jackson A 7 p.m.
Fri., Oct. 12 Chillicothe A 7 p.m.
Fri., Oct. 19 Hillsboro ** H 7 p.m.
Fri., Oct. 26 Washington A 7 p.m.
* Homecoming
** Fall Sports Senior Night

MIAMI TRACE PANTHERS 
J-V FOOTBALL

Sat., Aug. 25 Circleville A 10 a.m.
Sat., Sept. 1 Amanda Clearcreek A 
10 a.m.
Sat., Sept. 15 Clinton-Massie H 
10 a.m.
Sat., Sept. 29 McClain A 10 a.m.
Sat., Oct. 6 Jackson H 10 a.m.
Sat., Oct. 13 Chillicothe H 10 a.m.
Sat., Oct. 20 Hillsboro A 10 a.m.
Miami Trace Freshman football
Thurs., Aug. 23 West Jefferson H 
6 p.m.
Sat., Sept. 22 Washington H noon
Sat., Oct. 6 Jackson H noon
Sat., Oct. 13 Chillicothe H noon

MIAMI TRACE FRESHMAN 
FOOTBALL

Thurs., Aug. 23 West Jefferson H 
6 p.m.
Sat., Sept. 22 Washington H noon
Sat., Oct. 6 Jackson H noon
Sat., Oct. 13 Chillicothe H noon

MIAMI TRACE 7TH & 8TH 
GRADE FOOTBALL

Wed., Aug. 29 London A 5 p.m.
Wed., Sept. 19 Washington H 6 p.m.
Wed., Sept. 26 Greenfield A 5 p.m.
Wed., Oct. 3 Jackson H 5 p.m.
Wed., Oct. 10 Chillicothe H 6 p.m.
Wed., Oct. 17 Hillsboro A 5 p.m.

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald 
MIAMI TRACE SENIOR FOOTBALL PLAYERS — (l-r); Austin Wickline, Dylan Arnold, Tyler Taylor, Josh Liff and Angelo 
Macioce.

See PANTHERS | 37
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high expectations.
“Our personnel may 

change from year to year, but 
our goals each year don’t,” 
said Jackson coach Andy 
Hall.

With a surplus of skilled-
position players but a neces-
sary demand for linemen, 
Hall — in his 10th season 
with a .755 winning percent-
age (74-25) —is openly 
addressing by far the Iron-
men’s biggest need entering 
the upcoming campaign.

The Ironmen were hit hard 
by graduation — especially 
up front — following an 
8-2 regular season, which 
included a runner-up effort 
to Chillicothe in the FAC and 
a return to the state playoffs 
for the 12th time in school 
history.

Among those leaders were 
Chucky Morris, a two-time 
first-team all-Southeast Dis-
trict Division III offensive 
tackle — who is now playing 
at Robert Morris University.

The Ironmen actually only 
return one starting offensive 
linemen — senior tri-captain 
Matt Humphreys.

Also gone are the other 
tackle Steven Snider, and 
three-year starting center 
Brent Lewis.

“This year, we have moved 
a lot of key guys down (to 
the lines),” said Hall. “A lot 
of multiple parts and a lot of 
bodies, but very little varsity 
experience.”

Two sophomores — Blake 
Cross and Parker Staten — 
are the centers, although 
Cross did not play as a fresh-
man, and was a running back 
in junior high.

Ty Ruckel has been a 
quarterback and tight end, 
and will now be at the other 
guard opposite Humphreys 
— along with Aaron Causey 

and converted running back 
Gabe Trace and even wide 
receiver Sam Denney.

Nick Davis moves from 
tight end to tackle, as Blake 
Mercer returns at one tackle 
spot, rotating in with Trevor 
Norris and Hayden Boggs.

The rotation at tight end 
includes six-foot five-inch 
sophomore Treylan Davis 
and seniors Caleb Haller and 
Aiden Turck.

Humphreys has the abil-
ity to play tight end as well, 
while Haller is also expected 
to see some snaps at fullback.

The Ironmen — which 
will likely showcase a greater 
spread-the-field offensive 
attack —are experienced on 
the edges, with junior Jared 
Icenhower returning at quar-
terback.

Despite the graduation 
loss of running back Blake 
McCoy, the Division III 
Southeast District Offensive 
Player of the Year, the Iron-
men return two-year starting 
wideout Reid Evans — and 
gain two-year starting wide 
receiver Nevan Yates from 
Vinton County.

Yates, and fellow Vinton 
County transfer Jaiden 
Spires, benefitted heavily 
from catching passes from 
first-team all-district quarter-
back Naylan Yates.

Evans, a tri-captain along 
with Humphreys and Brody 
Landrum, is returning from 
a broken leg — suffered in 
week six at Miami Trace.

Landrum, whom Hall 

hailed as “the most improved 
kid I’ve seen by far from his 
junior and senior year on 
both sides of the ball,” con-
verts from running back to 
receiver.

Evans, Landrum and Yates 
are all seniors —and along 
with the other skilled men 
— offer the Ironmen athleti-
cism.

Spires provides another 
top target for Icenhower, 
along with fellow junior Gar-
rett Daily.

Brice Graham takes over 
for McCoy as the primary 
running back, as Spires, 
Yates and Brice Parks are 
also expected to see carries.

Speaking of special, Hall 
believes his converted defen-
sive unit could — and in 
all honesty “should” — “be 
really good year this year.”

“It’s all about speed and 
athletic ability on defense,” 
said the coach. “We’re look-
ing to rotate six to eight guys 
on the line throughout the 
game. Guys that can run.”

Ruckel moves from line-
backer to tackle, as Mercer 
and Trace are expected to 
rotate in —with the Ironmen 
converting to a four-man 
front as part of a 4-2-5 base.

The defensive ends are 
Haller, Humphreys, Turck, 
Denney, Cayden Humphreys 
and Anthony Parks — as 
Matt Humphreys moves from 
middle linebacker.

The inside linebackers are 
Spires and Yates, with Davis 
and Elijah Zornes as the 
backups.

Brice Parks, the Ironmen’s 
leading tackler a year ago 
and an all-district first-team 
linebacker, shifts to free 
safety — while Daily backs 
him up.

Graham returns as a first-
team all-district strong safe-
ty, with Landrum returning 
as the other rover back.

Evans is a three-year start-
er at corner, with Icenhower 
on the opposite side.

Freshmen Tristan Prater, 
Evan Spires and Drew 
Bragg and sophomore Caleb 
Hutchinson are the key back-
ups in the secondary.

“We don’t have a lot of big 
kids on defense, but we have 
a lot of kids we can throw at 
you with a lot of speed,” said 
Hall. “We always try to brag 
on our defense, but with who 
we have on that side and 
by changing the scheme all 
around, we really feel that 
this is a special group this 
year.”

That group will need to be 
extra special, given all the 
offensive conversions — and 
the prospect of facing so 
many “spread” clubs.

Chillicothe is the defend-
ing FAC champion, but 
Hall said Washington Court 
House has to be the “odds-on 
favorite” to win the league 
this year.

“They (Blue Lions) have 
the most kids coming back, 
they are loaded for bear, 
plus a kid who transferred in 
from Arizona who is a big-
time Division I prospect,” 
he said. “Their quarterback 
(Dillon Steward) is the best 
athlete in the conference, bar 
none. No doubt about that.”

Still, despite all the con-
versions — and amid a 
challenging schedule — the 
Ironmen’s goals remain the 
same.

“We want to win the con-
ference championship, we 
want to go undefeated, get in 
the playoffs, get a home play-
off game, and win a regional 
championship and play for a 
state championship. Those 
are all of our goals each and 
every year,” said Hall. “Some 
years you reach them, some 
years you don’t. We’re never 
going to be in a situation 
where we are conceding 
games. This is going to be a 
very 4difficult schedule, but 
each week, we feel we can 
compete. We’re very excited 
about that.”

JACKSON FOOTBALL 
SCHEDULE

Fri., Aug. 24 Wellston A
Fri., Aug. 31 Fairfield Union A
Fri., Sept. 7 Gallia Academy H
Fri., Sept. 14 Western Brown H
Fri., Sept. 21 Wheelersburg A
Fri., Sept. 28 Washington H
Fri., Oct. 5 Miami Trace H
Fri., Oct. 12 Hillsboro H
Fri., Oct. 19 McClain A
Fri., Oct. 26 Chillicothe A

From page 9

Ironmen
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mit to the off-season and 
the weight program, some 
type of structure.”

Wilmington is back on 
the schedule for week two, 
replacing Carlisle. The Pan-
thers last played Wilming-
ton in the SCOL in 2016, a 
35-7 win by the Hurricane.

“Wilmington is new for 
me this season,” Williams 
said. “I don’t know a lot 
about Wilmington. I know 
that they are consistently a 
good football team.

“In our two scrimmages 
so far, we have scrimmaged 
three teams and all three 
were in the playoffs last 
year,” Williams said, refer-
ring to West Jefferson, Lon-
don and Waverly.

“We’ve competed very 
well,” Williams said. “At 

this point, we’re more pre-
pared than we were last 
year. We’re nowhere near 
where we need to be.

“I’ll be interested to see 
how we match up against 
Wilmington,” Williams said. 
“That’ll be a big test for us.

“Logan Elm is big up 
front, they’re aggressive,” 
Williams said. “We’ve seen 
them scrimmage. Interior-
wise, they’re going to be 
very good. We should have 
a good match-up with them.

“Then we go into Clinton-
Massie in week four,” Wil-
liams said. “There doesn’t 
need to be much explana-
tion there. Clinton-Massie 
is what everyone is striving 
to be. We’re trying to get 
that type of off-season com-
mitment and those num-
bers.”

Zanesville is the week five 
opponent at home.

“Over the last few years, 
they’ve been a very good 

team,” Williams said. 
“That’s going to be a tough 
game.

“McClain has a new 
coach,” Williams said. “He’s 
familiar with that program. 
He’s probably changing the 
offense and their defense. 
He’s fighting numbers, but, 
I know he’s a good coach.

“Jackson is a very good 
team,” Williams said. “They 
are very sound. They are 
one of the best-coached 
teams that we’ll play. We’ll 
be in for a ballgame.

“Chillicothe, they are the 
reigning FAC champs,” Wil-
liams said. “They graduated 
Branden Maughmer, he was 
a great player. We get them 
at home this year. Coach 
(Ron) Hinton does an 
exceptional job. And, Chilli-
cothe always has athletes.

“Hillsboro has some good 
athletes,” Williams said. 
“We’re anticipating them 
to have another good team 

this year. That game last 
year (76-46, Hillsboro) was 
a track meet. We just ran 
out of gas.

“Our goal will be to slow 
them down and hopefully 
outscore them this year,” 
Williams said.

The Panthers conclude 
the season in town at 
Gardner Park against their 
rivals, the Blue Lions.

“There’s no question that 
Court House is going to be 
a good football team this 
year,” Williams said. “That’s 
a team right now that we 
feel can potentially win the 
conference if they put it 
all together. They’re good. 
They have a lot of talent. 
They’ve had some move-ins 
that certainly made them 
better.

“We’re looking forward to 
the game,” Williams said. 
“We didn’t play well against 
them last year. That game 
always has meaning.”

From page 35
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Bloomfield. The Indians 
offense will be led by these 
four as they try to improve 
on the 2017 season.

A year ago the quartet of 
Swayne, Keets, Burns and 
Bloomfield carried the team 
offensively. Swayne and 
Keets have big play ability 
on the ground as each play-
er ripped off several 50-plus 
yard runs last season.

Burns served as the inside 
back for the Indians in 2017 
and led the team in touch-
downs as a result of his 
increased workload inside 
the 10-yard line. Bloomfield 
was a leader on the offen-
sive line from the tight end 
position and helped set the 
edge for Swayne and Keets.

The Indians will need to 
lean on a new set of start-
ing offensive linemen with 
the loss of the offensive line 
to graduation in the spring.

Defensively Hillsboro 
will be led by Burns at the 
middle linebacker position, 
James Coday at cornerback 
and Logan Hester at middle 
linebacker. Burns was a 

major factor for the defense 
last year and led the team 
in tackles while Hester and 
Coday performed well in 
limited action last season.

The biggest factor in the 
Indians’ success this sea-
son is the performance of 
their offensive line and if 
it can grasp the nuance of 
the wishbone offense that 
Hillsboro head Coach Jack 
O’Rourke has implemented.

Hillsboro’s three losses 
last season were against 
non-conference foe Goshen 
in week two and Frontier 
Athletic Conference rivals 
Chillicothe and Jackson in 
weeks six and eight respec-
tively. The Indians will be 
looking to avenge those 
losses this season with all 
three teams on the 2018 
schedule.

Hillsboro will look to 
improve on their first win-
ning season in eight years 
in the 2018 season and have 
the talent to rise to the top 
of the FAC.
Key Dates

8/31 at Goshen – After 
hosting Goshen in week 
two of the 2017 season and 
falling to the Warriors by 
a score of 39-15 Hillsboro 

will be on the road for this 
match-up. The Indians can 
prove they are the real deal 
by knocking off the 2017 
playoff team.

9/7 vs East Clinton – 
Hillsboro traveled to Lees 
Creek in 2017 and emerged 
with a 48-7 win over their 
former South Central Ohio 
League rivals the Astros. 
This season East Clinton 
will make the trip to 
Richard’s Memorial Field 
in Hillsboro as they seek to 
give the Indians a dose of 
their own medicine.

9/28 vs Chillicothe – 
The Indians rolled into 
Chillicothe for their week 
six match-up last season 
sporting a 4-1 record and 
looking poised to give the 
Cavaliers fits. However, 
Brandon Maughmer and 
company rolled over 
Hillsboro and sent them 
home with a resounding 
42-20 win. Hillsboro will be 
looking for payback in week 
six this season as they host 
the Cavaliers in their FAC 
opener.

10/12 at Jackson – The 
Ironmen made the long 
journey from Jackson to 
Hillsboro in week eight 

last season and ended the 
Indians chances at the post 
season as they beat the 
Indians 28-6 to hand them 
their second loss of the 
season. In 2018 the Indians 
will make the trip to 
Jackson looking to avenge 
the 2017 loss and establish 
themselves as a force in the 
FAC.

10/26 vs McClain – 
The Indians went into 
Greenfield at the end of the 
2017 season and delivered 
and inspired performance as 
they soundly beat the Tigers 
61-13 to cap their season 
and claim the Rotary Bowl 
trophy. In the 34th annual 
Rotary Bowl the Indians 
will host McClain as they 
try to keep the Rotary Bowl 
trophy surrounded by red 
and white.
Analysis

Hillsboro has the poten-
tial to earn their ninth 
overall post season bid and 
will be gunning to remove 
the zero in the wins column 
of their playoff scorecard. 
With the return of Swayne, 
Keets, and Burns, the Indi-
ans have the firepower to 
win every game on their 
schedule this season.

From page 7

Lead

scored a few career goals — 
will also be important to the 
team to help play off Tayese 
and move the ball quickly.

“Defensively, we have 
used a sweeper-stopper sys-
tem and we have always had 
a smart, quick player-placed 
sweeper,” Teter said. “That 
is where Allan will have to 
step in. He has watched this 
defense for three years and 
been a big part on the side. 

But he will be the sweeper 
this year. Garrett Dewees 
is our goalie for this year, 
he is a freshman. He has 
never played goalie before 
June, but his saves are good, 
his punts are good, he just 
needs to read the game 
more because he has never 
played before. Through the 
mid field I think this year 
we are good with our short 
passes and quick touches. 
We had a scrimmage last 
night (early August) and we 
decided we need to work 
more on bigger plays and 
longer passes. It was a good 

warm-up, but it was the first 
varsity game for some of 
these boys.”

Teter said the teams 
around the Frontier Athletic 
Conference (FAC) are pretty 
good this year. He is expect-
ing Chillicothe to continue 
to be strong as they have 
only lost one league game 
ever. Jackson is going to be 
another big contender with 
a large sophomore class 
that Teter is expecting to 
be good for a few years to 
come. Additionally, he said 
he is expecting both Hill-
sboro and Miami Trace to 

step up as well.
“If we have to win any 

of the games it would have 
to be the Miami Trace 
games, just because of 
the cross county rivalry,” 
Teter said. “Staff-wise for 
the team Jeremy (Smith) 
is the only other official 
assistant coach. Josh Miller, 
who works with the goal 
keeper with the girls, has 
volunteered to help out our 
goal keeper as well. Both 
have been with us for a few 
years, we are right in pace 
with each other. It is a really 
good chemistry.”

From page 13

Players
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From page 18

Seeks

an all-league runner for us.”
At the time the Record-

Herald sat down with Coach 
Smallwood, Miami Trace 
had 11 girls, including three 
seniors: Lovett, Mackenzie 
Munro and Kylee Munro; 
five juniors, Mackenzie Graf-
strom, Lilly Litteral, Hayley 
Lucas, Sayler Preston and 
Devon Thomas.

There was one sophomore, 
Hazen Jacobs and two fresh-
men, Mallory Conklin and 
Lorelei King.

For the boys team, there 
were two seniors, Wyatt 
Cory and James Munro; five 
juniors, Henry DeBruin, 
Simon DeBruin, Skylar 
Lyons, Dawson Wallace 
and Matthew Warner; four 
sophomores, Caleb Bran-
nigan, Fletcher Havens, Bo 
Little and Mcale Callahan 
and three freshmen, Connor 
Bucher, Weston Melvin and 
Jadon Rowe.

“James (a State-qualifer 
in wrestling) is back out,” 
Smallwood said. “He’s really 
wanting to focus on wrestling 
in college, that’s his goal. He 
got banged up a lot last year 
in football, so, he decided to 
come out and get in shape for 
wrestling.

“In addition to Cass, we 
have seniors Kylee Munro 
and Mackenzie Munro,” 
Smallwood said. “Those two, 
and James, are triplets.”

Smallwood spoke a bit 
about some of his returning 
runners.

“We have Simon and Henry 
DeBruin,” Smallwood said. 
“They were our First Team, 
All-League runners last year 
as sophomores. They were 
one and two places off of 
making Regionals.

“We didn’t graduate any 
senior boys last year,” Small-
wood said. “So, we have all 

of our top seven back. It was 
usually Henry and Simon and 
then Bo Little (a sophomore 
this year) were usually our 
top three. Then, we would 
roll with Mcale Callahan and 
Caleb Brannigan (sopho-
mores this year) and Wyatt 
Cory would all be right there. 
That’s always nice, because 
you need a solid front seven. 
Only five count toward your 
team score, but your six 
and seven can take away 
team points from the other 
schools.

“For boys, we’re at 14,” 
Smallwood said. “There 
are probably going to be a 
couple more with the school 
year starting.

“For girls, we’ve never 
been this big before,” Small-
wood said. “We have 11 right 
now and a couple more could 
be added there, too. That’ll 
be nice. We’ll be taking a bus 
load to our meets.

“I remember five years 
ago, we had seven kids show 
up to our first practice, that’s 
from grades seven through 
12,” Smallwood said. “Now, 
(including seventh and 
eighth graders) we have 32 

here, missing about 15 who 
are still on vacation and 
other things. We’re looking 
at having about 40-plus, from 
junior high through high 
school.

“The junior high boys have 
about 15 and our junior high 
girls have about 12,” Small-
wood said.

“On the girls’ side, we’re 
getting there,” Smallwood 
said. “It hurt us with Kylie 
Pettit not being able to run. 
She’s a great runner. She’s 
going for a year to Belgium 
for her junior year. She was 
our number one runner last 
year as a sophomore.

“We have a tough fresh-

man in Mallory Conklin,” 
Smallwood said. “Her and 
Cass Lovett will probably be 
right there for our one and 
two runners.

“Sayler Preston has been 
running since the seventh 
grade,” Smallwood said. 
“Kylee Munro and Macken-
zie Munro have been run-
ning since the seventh grade.

“We have a couple of new-
comers in Hayley Lucas and 
Hazen Jacobs,” Smallwood 
said. “Lilly Litteral has 
been running for a couple of 
years.

Devan Thomas and Mack-
enzie Grafstrom ran last 
year,” Smallwood said.

Photos by Martin Graham | Record-Herald
2018 MIAMI TRACE CROSS COUNTRY TEAM — (front, l-r); Mackenzie Munro, Kylee Munro, Lorelei King, Mallory 
Conklin, Lilly Litteral, Hayley Lucas, Hazen Jacobs, Sayler Preston, Cassidy Lovett, Makenzie Grafstrom; (second 
row, l-r); Coach Jeff Smallwood, Dawson Wallace, Fletcher Havens, Caleb Brannigan, Bo Little, Weston Melvin, Conner 
Bucher, Coach Matthew Pettit, James Munroe, Coach Tyler Robertson. Not pictured: Devan Thomas, Kylie Pettit, 
Henry DeBruin, Simon DeBruin, Mcale Callahan, Skylar Lyons, Jadon Rowe, Mathew Warner.

MIAMI TRACE CROSS COUNTRY SENIORS — (l-r); Kylee Munro, Makenzie 
Munro, James Munro and Cassidy Lovett.
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Ratliff, who plays forward 
for the team. “She was our 
leading scorer last year so 
it’s great to have her back as 
well,” Francis said.

Ratliff was also a first 
team All-FAC player last 
season.

In total, the Lady Pan-
thers have 27 players, 
including seven juniors, five 
sophomores and five fresh-
men.

“That number is a little 
bit lower than normal…we 
were in the high 30s last 
year. But with graduating 
so many and having a small 

incoming class, our numbers 
are a little down,” said Fran-
cis. “We still should be able 
to field a J-V team again this 
year. We’ve been fielding 

one for several years now.”
Francis said she expects 

some difficult competition 
in the FAC this year.

“Chillicothe is always 
right at the top and Jackson 
is good,” she said. “I expect 
both will have very strong 
teams.”

A new assistant coach, 
Chad Tolbert, will also join 
the Lady Panthers staff this 
year.

“I like our group, and we 
hope to improve on last sea-
son,” Francis said. “I really 
enjoy working with these 
girls.”

MIAMI TRACE PANTHERS  
GIRLS SOCCER

Tues., Aug. 21 Circleville H 6:45 p.m.
Sat., Aug. 25 Athens A 1 p.m.
Tues., Aug. 28 Chillicothe A 6:45 p.m.
Thurs., Aug. 30 McClain H 6:45 p.m.
Thurs., Sept. 6 Westfall H 5 p.m.
Sat., Sept. 8 Sheridan H 11 a.m.
Tues., Sept. 11 Hillsboro H 6:45 p.m.
Thurs., Sept. 13 Jackson H 6:45 p.m.

Tues., Sept. 18 Washington A 6:45 p.m.
Thurs., Sept. 20 Chillicothe H 5 p.m.
Sat., Sept. 22 North Adams A 11 a.m.
Tues., Sept. 25 McClain A 5 p.m.
Thurs., Sept. 27 Hillsboro A 5 p.m.
Tues., Oct. 2 Jackson A 5 p.m.
Thurs., Oct. 4 Washington H 5 p.m.
Tues., Oct. 9 Zane Trace H 6 p.m.

From page 10

Soccer

“Our best players and teams practically lived at the 
golf course,” Bartruff said. “Golf is a very skilled game 
and it’s also a very mental game. We try to really focus 
on playing smart, being honest, playing with char-
acter and respect and trying to concentrate on each 
shot. High school golf is one of the few self regulated 
sports administered by the OHSAA, so we try to really 
emphasize playing with honesty, integrity and charac-
ter. Golf can teach you a lot about yourself as an ath-
lete and a person. It can be a beautiful game and the 
most frustrating part of your day all in one round. My 
goal for our student athletes is that we are respectful 
of the game and play with integrity.”

From page 23

Step

school is doing about the 
same with numbers….we’re 
happy about that. We had 
some pretty good success last 
year with the seventh and 
eighth grade. So we’re com-
ing around.”

Mace said he expects the 
FAC race to look similar to 
last year’s competition when 

it comes to the top teams.
“Right now I think our 

league comes down to a few 

teams,” he said. “Chillicothe 
has won it the past couple 
of years and I’m sure they’ll 

be good again. Then there is 
Court House and Jackson. I 
think we can compete with 
those teams, but the jury’s 
still out as to whether we can 
beat them.”

In 2017, Greenfield 
McClain finished fifth in the 
league with a 3-7 record, and 
Hillsboro finished sixth with 
an 0-10 record.

Mace said he really enjoys 
coaching the volleyball 
program and especially this 
group of girls.

From page 15

Teams

they all struggle. It’s not a game 
you’re going to pick up and be 
great at when you start.

“The league matches are dif-
ferent this year,” Smith said. 
The dual meet matches for the 
league are over. This year, every 
team will attend and compete in 
every match.” So there will be 
five separate league match.

“With the numbers we have 
in the program, we might try 
to pick up a couple more dual 

matches,” Smith said. “We’d like 
to add three or four or five j-v 
matches.

“With the young kids, we’re 
just trying to teach them to play 
right now,” Smith said. “I can 
start from scratch with these 
guys and see the improvement. 
I hope to do tis for several years. 
You want to see how they will 
improve over time.

“The kids are doing the drills 
and everything and they’re hav-
ing fun doing it,” Smith said. 
“Golf can be a fun sport, but a 
frustrating sport. That’s what 
I’m preaching to them right 
now.”

From page 22

Coach

MIAMI TRACE VARSITY  
VOLLEYBALL

Tues., Aug. 28 Chillicothe A 5 p.m.
Thurs., Aug. 30 McClain H 5 p.m.
Sat., Sept. 8 Greeneview H 1 p.m.
Tues., Sept. 11 Hillsboro H 5 p.m.
Thurs., Sept. 13 Jackson H 5 p.m.
Sat., Sept. 15 Unioto H 11 a.m.
Tues, Sept. 18 Washington A 5 p.m.

Thurs., Sept. 20 Chillicothe H 5 p.m.
Sat., Sept. 22 Circleville Invit. A 10 a.m.
Tues., Sept. 25 McClain A 5 p.m.
Thurs., Sept. 27 Hillsboro A 5 p.m.
Tues, Oct. 2 Jackson A 5 p.m.
Thurs., Oct. 4 Washington H 5 p.m.
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middle school level, so it 
was a natural transition,” 
Chambers said. “Then 
the relationship with the 
seniors, being a teacher at 
the high school helps as 
well.”

This year Chambers is 
teaching special education 
math. He is relatively new 
to the field of education and 
transferred to the career fol-
lowing a life in construction 
and business until about six 
years ago.

“It is a good different, 
and has come with a lot of 
opportunities,” Chambers 
said. “My daughter is now 
in middle school and has 
always been active in sports 
and extracurricular activi-
ties. While in the business 
world I was working in 
Columbus, Dayton or Cin-
cinnati, so it made it difficult 
to come to games and other 
events. So this affords the 
opportunity to do that and 
to also get involved with 
the sports program on the 
coaching side.”

One hurdle Chambers 
plans to tackle is work on 
techniques he calls “soccer 
fundamentals.” He said dur-
ing the interview the pro-
gram has been a little slow 
on fundamentals.

“To be able to come in 
with this experience and 
get the girls, especially the 
freshmen and sophomores 
who know what I expect 
in fundamentals is impor-
tant,” Chambers said. “Just 

being able to communicate 
with the girls properly is 
important and all of the time 
spent with my daughter’s 
girls teams has helped me 
to transition very well. This 
team — and in the past just 
about every team I have 
watched — having girls with 
talent on the offensive side 
of the ball has never been 
an issue, it has always been 
the defensive issue. We have 
a really good goalie, Taylor 
Smith, she is a senior this 
year and I have been trying 
to calculate the stats on her, 
but everyone I have spoken 
with say her save percentage 
is really good. Unfortunately, 
she is having to defend 30 
to 50 shots a game. At that 
point it doesn’t matter what 
the percentage is, some are 
going to get through. So a 
lot of our focus has been on 
the defense.”

In this effort, Chambers 
brought in two assistants. 
They both graduated from 
Washington Court House 
and both were Blue Lion 
soccer players. The first 
assistant — who will be han-
dling work on the defensive 
side — is Lauren Bishop. 
Chambers said she came in 

trying to teach aggressive-
ness, striking skills on the 
ball to clear it out and ways 
to win the mid field.

“We have to win the mid 
field and we have to do a 
lot more drills to do that,” 
Chambers said. “If we win 
the mid field, again on our 
offensive side — between 
the seniors as well as a 
couple of the new girls — I 
really feel we can limit the 
shots on our goal. We have 
really good opportunity, but 
we do not have any delu-
sions of grandeur.”

On the offensive side is 
Emma Dye who has a lot of 
talent to work with on the 
team, but Chambers is look-
ing forward to her tweaking 
the line and working on the 
various aspects of the play-
ers to get them in the best of 
shape.

“We are going into it 
simply to bring pride back,” 
Chambers said. “In order 
to get this program re-
established and in order to 
get more girls interested in 
coming in, we have to show 
that there is pride in the 
program. Just fighting each 
game for that is what we are 
aiming for.”

WASHINGTON BLUE 
LIONS GIRLS SOCCER

Tues., Aug. 21 Waverly A 5:30 p.m.
Thurs., Aug. 23 Circleville  
A 5:30p.m.
Sat., Aug. 25 Wilmington  
H 11:30 a.m.
Tues., Aug. 28 Hillsboro A 6:45 p.m.
Thurs., Aug. 30 Chillicothe  
H 6:45 p.m.
Thurs., Sept. 6 Ross SE H 7 p.m.
Tues., Sept. 11 Jackson A 6:45 p.m.
Thurs., Sept. 13 McClain H 7 p.m.
Tues., Sept. 18 Miami Trace  
H 6:45 p.m.
Thurs., Sept. 20 Hillsboro H 5 p.m.
Tues., Sept. 25 Chillicothe A 5 p.m.
Thurs., Sept. 27 Jackson H 5 p.m.
Tues., Oct. 2 McClain A 5 p.m.
Thurs., Oct. 4 Miami Trace H 5 p.m.
Mon., Oct. 8 Fairfield H 5 p.m.
Thurs., Oct. 11 Westfall  
* H 5:30 p.m.
* Senior Night

From page 11

Pride

Martin Graham | Record-Herald
WASHINGTON SOCCER SENIORS — (l-r); Carly Dodds, Hannah Patterson, Kassidy Hines, Taylor Smith, Mackenzie Shaffer and Aurora Wilson.
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“I know her arm swing…
she is going to be at the top 
of our leader board with 
aces, I can see it already,” 
DeAtley said. “They are 
a really strong group and 
really positive. The good 
thing about the team this 
year is that we are really 
young, but the effort is 
there. They see how they 
can get better and they 
want to get better. It is led 
by the kids, like our coach-
ing staff isn’t entirely the 
only ones saying this is 
what we want to work on, 
but the kids are saying ‘Hey 
I want to do this, this is the 
route we want to go, this is 
where we want to be at this 
stage of the game.’

“It is really neat to have 
kids at that point at the 
beginning of the season. 
When they feel like they 
have a part in it, it’s really 
cool.”

DeAtley said the team has 
really been working hard 
and they come out of each 
practice feeling like they 
have played a really hard 
game. She said the girls 
are setting goals to try and 
extend their season as far 
as possible. The girls are 
noticing what needs to hap-
pen in order to get there.

“We have had some hic-
cups in past seasons of just 
being strong-minded and 
getting through those tough 
situations,” DeAtley said. 
“For instance, the McClain 
match last year was a tough 
one for us, just unexpected. 
Taylor (Alsop, McClain 
head coach) who is a gradu-
ate from here, is doing a 
good job. They have gotten 
even better and even stron-
ger the past two years she 
has been there.

“Of course Miami Trace 

is one of those games 
where you need everyone 
focused, but everyone is 
all out because it is the big 
title,” DeAtley said. “Then 
of course we have big forces 
like Jackson. We split one 
and one with them last year 
and Chillicothe has flat-out 
won our league for the past 
two years so they are the 
team to beat.”

No one can be counted 
out though, DeAtley said. 
It is what makes the FAC 
so great to her, the fact 
everyone is getting stronger 
and looking to the new year 
to see what each team can 
bring to the season. She 
said they saw Jackson at a 
summer tournament and 
they looked strong.

“I can’t say enough about 
how excited we are, we are 
very ready,” DeAtley said. 
“The community continues 
to support us each year by 
sponsoring tickets, meals, 
coming to games or dona-
tions. Each year they turn 
out and support us. We 
really hope that support 
continues. We don’t need 
everyone at all the games, 
but the girls notice when 
people come to support 
them and they really appre-
ciate it.”

Photo by Christy Wall
2018 WASHINGTON LADY LION 8th GRADE VOLLEYBALL TEAM — (front, 
l-r); Sophia Cisco, Megan Sever, Natalie Woods, Mia Perez, Alli Mongold, 
Kaylin Hughes, Morgan Cartwright; (back, l-r); Coach Trinity Ragland, Isabel 
Fernandez, Makenzie Rumer, Abigail Wilson, Madison Haithcock, Kendall 
Dye, Arianna Bagheri and Coach Jazzy Robinette.

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald
2018 WASHINGTON LADY LION JUNIOR-VARSITY VOLLEYBALL TEAM — (front, l-r); Ashlynn Thevenot, Emma Funari, 
Katie Pickelsimer, Ellie Lynch; (standing, l-r); Haven McGraw, Kassidy Olsson, Jeleeya Smith, Olivia Wayne, Kara 
Vohra, Mallory Hicks, Emily Wilson, Jessika Young and Justice Tyree.

Photo by Christy Wall
2018 WASHINGTON LADY LION 7th GRADE VOLLEYBALL TEAM — (front, 
l-r); Laurel Marting, Jordan Mead, Lilly Shaw, Kiersten Mitchell, McKenna 
Kettles, Addison Shiltz, Zoey Wilson; (back, l-r); Coach Trinity Ragland, 
Maryn Mustain, Addison Knisley, Lindsey Bunch, Aerionna Howard, Alizae 
Ryan, Sydnie Munyon and coach Jazzy Robinette.

From page 14

Excited
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Wilmington on Aug. 25.
“Last year, we split with 

London, so, those should 
be good matches,” Leach 
said. “That’s one we will 
be eager to play. We didn’t 
have Megan for one of those 
London matches last year.”

Juniors on this year’s 
team are: Sydney Hall (third 
singles last year), Bethany 
Wilt (first doubles last year), 
Brynne Frederick and Payton 
Maddux (second doubles last 
year).

Sophomores are Brooklyn 
Foose, Mei Kobyashi and 
Sierra Rodriguez.

There is one freshman, 
Caroline Frederick.

“Overall, our numbers are 
a little down from last year,” 
Leach said. “But, we have 
everyone returning from our 

varsity team, so we have a lot 
of experience.

“Our goal is to win the 
league,” Leach said. “Our 
varsity squad is all juniors 
and seniors (and one 
sophomore). Everyone is 
returning. We have the 
experience and the girls are 
putting in the work. I think 
(winning the conference) 
is something that we as a 
coaching staff and as a team 
we truly believe we can 
accomplish this year.”

The assistant coach is 
Leach’s brother, Seth Leach.

The volunteer assistant 
coach is Paige Bihl. Martin Graham | Record-Herald

LADY LION TENNIS SENIORS — (l-r); Megan Downing and Jennifer Richards.

From page 17

Challenge “Overall, our numbers 
are a little down from 
last year. But, we have 
everyone returning from 
our varsity team, so we 
have a lot of experience”

—Samantha Leach

809 Delaware Street
Washington Court House, OH
Visit our website @ www.WCRhx.com

Good Luck to all 
our great Athletes!
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2018 Jeep Renegade Latitude 4x4

Trailer Tow - 9 Speed Trans. - Popular Equip-
ment Group 39/mo Lease $229.00** per mo 

Or Buy
MSRP: 27,460 SAVE: $4,412
Selling PRICE: $23,048*

stk# J8-192

Touring L. - Loaded!
 SAVE: $3,000

SALE PRICE: $41,825*
May Qualify for $7,500 tax credit

stk# C8-198

2018 Jeep Compass

Latitude - 4x2 - Popular Equipment Group
36/mo Lease $199.00** per mo 

Or Buy
MSRP: 29,065 SAVE: $4,096
Selling PRICE: $24,969*

stk# J8-157

2018 Ram 1500 Rebel 4x4

Loaded - 5.7 Hemi - Luxury Group
SAVE: $10,000

SALE PRICE: $46,975*

stk# R8-139

2018 Chrysler Pacifi ca Hybrid

Heather Williams
Sales

Sonny Kearns
Sales

Annie Butler
Sales

Jim East
Sales

SALES: Mon.- � urs. 9-7, Fri. 9-6, Sat. 9-4
SERVICE & PARTS: Mon.- Fri. 8-5

1120 Clinton Ave., Washington C.H.
(740) 335-3700  •  (937) 584-2889
1-800-928-2872

Ask our sales staff about Nationwide Locator ServiceAsk our sales staff about Nationwide Locator ServiceAsk our sales staff about Nationwide Locator Service For New or Pre-owned VehiclesAsk our sales staff about Nationwide Locator ServiceAsk our sales staff about Nationwide Locator ServiceAsk our sales staff about Nationwide Locator ServiceAsk our sales staff about Nationwide Locator Service For New or Pre-owned VehiclesFor New or Pre-owned VehiclesFor New or Pre-owned VehiclesFor New or Pre-owned VehiclesFor New or Pre-owned VehiclesFor New or Pre-owned Vehicles
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*Price Excluding Tax & Title. Rebates Back to Dealer.
** Credit Approval Required. All Rebates Back to dealer. $3,000 Cash or Trade Equity Down. 12,000 Miles Per Year. Offer Good Through 9/4/18


