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The Agriculture Council of America (ACA) is hosting 
National Agriculture Day today. This marks the 45th anniver-
sary of National Ag Day, which is celebrated in classrooms 
and communities across the country.

The theme for National Ag Day 2018 is “Agriculture: Food 
For Life.”

Today, ACA will host major events in the nation’s capital 
including an event at the National Press Club as well as a 
Taste of Agriculture Celebration. Additionally, the ACA will 
bring approximately 100 college students to Washington to 
deliver the message of Ag Day.

These events honor National Agriculture Day and mark a 
nationwide effort to tell the true story of American agricul-
ture and remind citizens that agriculture is a part of all of us. 
A number of producers, agricultural associations, corpora-
tions, students and government organizations involved in 
agriculture are expected to participate.

National Ag Day is organized by the Agriculture Council of 
America. ACA is a nonprofit organization composed of lead-
ers in the agricultural, food and fiber community, dedicating 
its efforts to increasing the public’s awareness of agriculture’s 
role in modern society.

The National Ag Day program encourages every American 
to:

• Understand how food and fiber products are produced
• Appreciate the role agriculture plays in providing safe, 

abundant and affordable products
• Value the essential role of agriculture in maintaining a 

strong economy
• Acknowledge and consider career opportunities in the 

agriculture, food and fiber industry
In addition to the events in Washington, DC, the ACA will 

once again feature the Ag Day Essay Contest. The winning 
essay will be presented on National Ag Day.

Visit www.agday.org for more information on National Ag 
Day in 2018.

Agriculture Council of America announces 
theme for Ag Day: ‘Food For Life’
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At Laurel Oaks, you can be 
who you were meant to be.

Be creative.
Repair, paint and customize automobiles in Automotive 
Collision Technology or show your technical creativity in 
Digital Arts and Design or Web Applications and Game 
Development.

Be constructive.
Build homes and structures using a wide range of 
construction skills through Construction Technologies, Heavy 
Equipment Operations, or Welding.

Be caring.
Share your love of horses in Equine Science and Management, 
your dedication to children in Early Childhood Education, or 
your interest in health through Dental Assisting.

(Interested in something else?  Check out all our programs at 
www.greatoaks.com/hs)

Be successful.
Limited space still available for fall. 
Apply now!
Contact Bill Davis at 
davisw@greatoaks.com or 937.655.5407
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By Amanda Rockhold
arockhold@aimmediamidwest.com 

ARCANUM — Consumers will find it 
difficult to find American-made clothing 
today. More than 98 percent of clothing 
sold in the United States is currently for-
eign-made, according to a Darke County 
business owner.

Educating consumers about what’s 
behind the clothing they buy can be chal-
lenging. And the workers at All Ameri-
can Clothing Company are certainly up 
for that challenge.

“We’re all about American made,” said 
BJ Nickol, co-owner of All American 
Clothing Company, whose business mis-
sion is to support American families and 
jobs by producing high quality clothing 
in the U.S. at an affordable price.

The company operates out of Arcanum 
with its manufacturing plant in Ken-
tucky. Products include American-made 
jeans, shirts, shoes, accessories and 
more. They recently added a selection of 
buck knives and locally made soap.

“We care about our country and the 
people in it,” explained Nickol. “And if 
we were only in it for the money, we’d 
move our production overseas, but I 
guess our motto is that we won’t trade 
American jobs for foreign profits.”

The company started in 2002 when 
his father, Lawson Nickol, learned that 
the denim company he worked for at the 
time moved some of its production to 
Mexico. This went against what Lawson 
Nickol believed in, and so he asked his 
son, BJ, to start their own company.

“I was laid off from my job at the 
time,” said Nickol. “And so of course I 
had a pretty good understanding of what 
keeping jobs here in America meant.” 

The father and son duo started the busi-
ness on a 20-acre farm, which they now 
rent out to a neighboring farmer, rotat-
ing between beans and corn.

Almost 16 years later, the business is 
now a multi-million dollar company, pro-
viding jobs to 10 people at its headquar-
ters in Arcanum and 50 people at the 
manufacturing plant in Kentucky.

They source through more than 20 dif-
ferent U.S. states for all of the clothing 
and products. However, the company is 
down to just one denim mill in the U.S. 
“At the end of last year, we had three 
[denim mills] and in December, two 
more of them closed up,” said Nickol.

He says that the biggest obstacle is 
educating people. “People just see a shirt 
on the rack as just a shirt and they need 
a shirt,” said Nickol.

He says that there’s many aspects 
behind products that people usually don’t 
think about, “whether it’s the slave labor, 
poor working conditions and even the 
environmental regulations.”

Nickol is competing against other 
countries where people are paid little 
and forced to work in poor working con-
ditions. “The reason we don’t see it hap-
pening in the United States is because 
we think it’s wrong,” explained Nickol. 
“We think people should make a fair 
wage.”

People should be able to work without 
being afraid of their safety, he added. 
“But it’s almost like we turn a blind eye 
to it because it’s not happening here.”

According to Nickol, the standard of 
living is going down because “we’re not 
making things here anymore, we’re not 
keeping jobs here.” He wants to do what 
he can to change that.

“That’s why it’s important to me to 

Courtesy photos 
Founders Lawson Nickol, left, and BJ Nickol, right, 
father and son, of All American Clothing Company 
out of Arcanum.

All American Clothing Company showroom, containing denim jeans, shirts, shoes, various accessories 
and more. 

Clothes 
are all 
American 
made

keep jobs here, so that my girls have jobs 
when they get old enough to start work-
ing,” said Nickol.

All American Clothing Company sup-
ports its local community, including 
schools, fire departments, police depart-
ments and locals events.

 Information and products can be 
found at www.allamericanclothing.com.

Amanda Rockhold is a staff writer for Rural Life Today. 
She can be reached at 740-852-1616, ext. 1617.

740-998-4304
Monday - Friday 7:30am - 4:30pm      

Saturday by Appointment

406 Jamison Road • Frankfort, Ohio 45628
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FAX: 740-998-4307

OH-70033367



NATIONAL AG DAY 2018 Record-Herald4     Tuesday, March 20, 2018

By Sam Shriver 
sshriver@limanews.com 

LIMA — As the current population 
of farmers age, there’s a big need for a 
younger generation to step up and take 
over.

Jeremy Heitz, 23, of rural Wapako-
neta in Auglaize County, is one of those 
young farmers who’s taken on the chal-
lenge. He helps farm corn, soybeans and 
wheat for his father.

“I work full-time on the family farm. 
In 2013 I bought my first farm. I own 
some equipment on the farm. I’ve been 
driving a tractor since I was five,” Heitz 
said.

The lure of life on the farm and the 
freedom it offers is something Heitz 
longs for.

“I guess I just grew up doing it and [I 
like] being my own boss basically, not 
being stuck in an office. I’m more of a 
hands-on type of person. I would rather 
be out doing something,” he said.

When the time comes, he’ll take on a 
bigger role on the farm.

“It’s me and I have three sisters, and 
so it will stay in the family between all 
four of us,” he said.

Farming is an important career, but 
it’s not for everyone.

“They have to first know what they’re 
getting themselves into, the long hours 
and making it work and a lot of people 
think you get to go out and work in the 

field and drive tractors all day long but 
they don’t understand the amount of 
paperwork and all kind of other behind 
the scenes stuff we get to do,” Heitz 
said.

Heitz says any young person consid-
ering farming needs to have an indepen-
dent streak.

“I guess it’s all the experience and 
being your own boss. You don’t have to 
play by somebody else’s rules. If you’re 

in a factory job, you’re doing the same 
things over and over, where here, you 
have so many different things. No day is 
really the same,” he said.

Heitz was involved in FFA in high 
school and then studied ag business for 
two years at the University of North-
western Ohio.

Farming not as attractive to some as 
a career

Jeff Stachler is an extension educator 

for agriculture and natural resources for 
Ohio State University and has offices in 
Auglaize County.

He’s seeing potential problems with 
today’s farmers getting older.

“The population is aging, obviously, 
so we need to try to get more people 
involved in the farming aspects in our 
county. I know we got some new young-
er generations coming into the farm, 
but that’s not the majority of the farms. 
We obviously still have plenty of space 
for young people to come in on the farm 
and in some cases we don’t have chil-
dren interested in returning to the farm 
and that makes it difficult to transition 
into that arena,” Stachler said.

Breaking down barriers for young farmers
Barriers keep young people out of 

farming, especially if their family isn’t 
always involved in that line of work. 
Having to start from scratch is nearly 
impossible.

“That day is pretty much gone. The 
best thing you could do is have some-
body that’s willing to mentor you and 
transition the farm over time. That’s 
the best you could hope for at this point 
in time. You certainly just can’t go and 
start your own farm by yourself. The 
one opportunity would be if you’re 
going to do it on a small scale and it’s 
some special niche market you’re trying 

Wanted: Younger generation of farmers
As farmers age, need for new generation of farmers grows 

See YOUNG FARMERS | 5

Craig J. Orosz | The Lima News 
Jeremy Heitz, 23, on the family farm in Wapakoneta. Heitz is a young farmer that is working to take over 
the farm operation 

OH-70033382

MERCHANTS NATIONAL BANK

We thank you, The Merchants National Bank
128 S. North Street, Washington C.H., Ohio 43160

740-335-1331 · www.merchantsnat.com

Celebrates agriCulture!
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recognize and celebrate the abundance provided by Agriculture.
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go after, then, there is some hope that 
you can make it work,” Stachler said.

The biggest hurdle young farmers 
need to overcome is how expensive it 
is for equipment and the purchase of 
acreage.

“Certainly the amount of money it 
takes to get involved with farming is 
the biggest hurdle that you have but 
then you’re going to have to understand 
you’re going to need to be more knowl-
edgeable, especially with technology. 
Technology is far and away beyond 
what it used to be just even ten years 
ago, so needing to understand how 
equipment operates from a technology 
standpoint and all of the other technolo-
gies that we have within the agriculture 
arena as far as growing both crops and 
livestock,” Stachler stated.

Extension office can help
The Ohio State University Extension 

has started a Small Farm College pro-
gram, according to Stachler. Last year, 
it was held at Ohio State Lima campus.

“That’s a nice program the extension 
offers on the state level. There’s just one 
class being offered in the southern part 
of the state this year. That’s our best 
effort from an extension standpoint at 
the state level that we’re offering. Obvi-
ously, you can get individual help within 
each individual county to provide some 
expertise and assistance in getting 
started. But that Small Farm College 
has been really good, helping people get 
started on a small scale and trying to 
get them to think about niche markets 
so that they can have a higher dollar 

value return to make it go and getting 
started,” Stachler said.

Some niche market examples include 
“farm to table, organic would be anoth-
er one, special meats, special breeds, 
some of these heritage breeds for live-
stock [and] growing livestock in a more 
organic natural way. So those are some 
of the ways. There certainly were some 
people in that group a year ago that 
were going to get into vegetable produc-
tion or Christmas trees or tree nuts like 
walnuts, but that’s a long time until you 
get return on your investment,” he said.

Younger generation of farmers seen in 
Hardin County

The Ohio State Extension educator in 
Hardin County is Mark Badertscher. He 
is also seeing evidence that a younger 
generation is getting ready to take over 
farming duties.

“We’ve seen a lot of the older gen-
eration getting ready to start handing 
down the farm to the younger genera-
tion. We’ve been thinking this is going 
to happen and, with our latest fertilizer 
certifications that we did in the last 
three years, we noticed a lot of younger 
people that were coming to the training 
instead of their fathers,” Badertscher 
said.

“Some of them would say, ‘Dad told 
me it’s time for me to take over the cer-
tifications for the farm’, so that’s kind of 
a signal that they’re trying to pass down 
the operation to the son or daughter, he 
said. “Another way…we’re starting to 
get a lot of interest in young people that 
are not only involved in the fertilizer 
certification I was talking about, but 
have been calling our office and asking 
for help with preparing for the pesticide 
exams.”

He adds that farmers who use 
restricted use pesticides such as herbi-
cides, insecticides and fungicides have 
to be certified.

“You have to have at least one person 
from the farm [be certified], same way 
with the fertilizer, and so these younger 
people are wanting to get certified for 
the first time. Because of that, we are 
offering new pesticide applicator train-
ing to help prepare these new applica-
tors to take the test that they have to 
pass with the Ohio Department of Agri-
culture,” Badertscher said

Farm succession workshops are being 
offered

“We’ve been offering a lot of farm suc-
cession programs so there’s a right way 
and a wrong way [to transition a farm 
to a younger family member],” Bad-
ertscher said. “If the parents are going 
to pass down the farm to other family 
members, they go through the legal 
aspects of it as well as the other deci-
sions that must be made, and the Exten-
sion is sponsoring several farm succes-
sion workshops around the state. We’ve 
got a couple that Ag Credit is putting 
on in Wyandot County, and there was 
one in Union County.”

In February, there was a farm succes-
sion workshop at the Master’s Building 
at the Wyandot County Fairgrounds.

Ohio Farm Bureau offering incentives for 
young farmers

High school students looking for a 
potential career in agriculture could 
benefit from the Ohio Farm Bureau 
Foundation’s Fisher Fund for Lifelong 
Learning. The goal is to introduce stu-
dents to and prepare them for careers in 
agriculture.

“The Fisher Fund is named after Jack 
Fisher. He was the Ohio Farm Bureau’s 
executive vice president for 20 years 
and Jack has always been very involved 
in what we sometimes call ‘succession 
planning,’ said Joe Cornely, senior 
director of corporate communications 
for the Ohio Farm Bureau. “Through 
the Fisher Fund, the idea is to find dif-
ferent ways to introduce agriculture as 
a career to young people and then give 
them exposure to it.”

The Fisher Fund’s signature project is 
the ExploreAg program, which will be 
launched this summer. Fifty high school 
freshmen and sophomores will be cho-
sen through a competitive process to 
spend two weeks on a college campus 
for an introduction to agriculture as 
well as hands-on learning. Internation-
ally known teachers, scientists and 
researchers will expose them to food 
science, precision agriculture, animal 
science, natural resources, management 
skills, technology and agricultural busi-
ness. Along with classroom experience, 
the students will participate in field 
experiences that highlight cutting-edge 
research and will interact with industry 
partners to learn about possible careers 
in related fields.

The first year of the program will take 
place on Ohio State University’s main 
campus and at its Agricultural Technical 
Institute in Wooster and is completely 
free for students.

To learn more about the Fisher Fund 
for Lifelong Learning and other Ohio 
Farm Bureau Foundation programs visit 
fb.org/foundation. 

Reach Sam Shriver at 567-242-0409.

From page 4

Young farmers
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Submitted by Ken Ford
Fayette County ANR, Extension Educator 

Wayne E. Arnold and John P. Gruber 
were inducted recently into the Fayette 
County Agricultural Hall of Fame at an 
annual banquet that once again high-
lighted the longstanding heritage of 
agriculture in this community.

With the addition of Arnold and 
Gruber, the Ag Hall of Fame list of 
members grew to 54 since it began in 
2001. It was created to recognize out-
standing residents of Fayette County 
for their accomplishments, inventions, 
forward-thinking approaches and con-

tributions to the agricultural industry. 
These characteristics are not limited to 
Fayette County, but also include state, 
national and international segments of 
the industry.

Both Arnold and Gruber received 
certificates at the March 5 banquet 
at the Mahan Building to mark their 
inductions. In addition, a plaque of 
each inductee will be placed in the tro-
phy case along with all other members 
of the Fayette County Agricultural Hall 
of Fame. The trophy case is located at 
the Agricultural Center, 1415 Clinton 
Ave. in Washington C.H.

Arnold was born May 28, 1942 to 
the late John and Wynona (LaFol-
lette) Arnold on Reynolds Road in 
Jasper Township in Fayette County. 
His family moved to Clinton County 
on Snowhill Road in 1945. He attended 
Wayne High School, later named 
Simon Kenton and is currently called 
East Clinton. In 1958, Arnold’s family 
moved back to Fayette County near the 
Madison County line and he graduated 
from Madison South High School in 
1960. While attending Madison South, 
he was a member of the FFA chapter 
and received his State Farmer degree 

in 1960.
Wayne began farming with his father 

and today he continues to farm full-
time. During that time period, he has 
fed out several thousand head of lambs 
per year along with raising numerous 
registered Angus cattle. Arnold lives 
with his wife Leslye on the family farm 
on Palmer Road. Arnold has two broth-
ers, Howard and Marvin; a son, Kevin; 
and two grandsons, Quintin and Dylan.

Since 1964, Arnold has been a mem-
ber of the Miami Trace FFA Boosters. 
He has served as a director of the Fay-
ette County Agricultural Society for 20 
years. He has also served as a 4-H advi-
sor for 55 years. Along with Harold 
Skaggs, they designed the layout and 
moved the campgrounds. A personal 
goal of Arnold’s through the years was 
to see a New Small Animal Barn on the 
Fayette County Fairgrounds. The 2015 
fair made that dream become a reality. 
Arnold was very instrumental with 
many fundraisers by the fair board, 
solicited donations and spent count-
less hours to complete the new small 
animal barn. Arnold physically assisted 
with the demolition of the small ani-
mal, cattle and hog barns.

Currently, Arnold serves as head of 
grounds for the fair board, head of the 
Small Animal Barn and head of the 
campgrounds. For many of the events 
held on the fairgrounds one will see 
Arnold hauling his own equipment to 
the grounds to prepare for events. He 
not only assists with the sales of small 
animals, but he has transported ani-
mals to the stockyards after the sale.

Arnold’s personal reward for the 
hours he has given to the youth of 
Fayette County has been watching the 
success and leadership of the youth 
develop. He believes whole-heartedly 

Two inducted into Fayette County 
Agricultural Hall of Fame

See FAME | 7

Arnold, Gruber recognized during annual banquet
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in the 4-H motto: “To Make the Best 
Better.” The youth of Fayette County 
are always kept in mind when devel-
oping the fairgrounds for the future, 
according to Arnold. His time spent 
on the fair board has been rewarding, 
especially when he has been involved 
with the remodeling of the Mahan, 
Fine Arts, and Breezeway buildings, 
the construction of the Hog, Sheep, 
Cattle and Small Animal Barns, and 
most recently the new restroom facili-
ties. These improvements have been 
made for our community to enjoy and 
utilize for many years to come.

Gruber was born Feb. 2, 1946 in 
Marion, Ohio. He married his wife 
Sandy in 1969 and they have two 
daughters, Andrea and Marcia, and five 
grandchildren. They currently reside 
near New Holland. Following high 
school graduation, Gruber attended 
The Ohio State University where he 
graduated with a B.S. degree in agri-
culture in 1968 and later obtained a 

M.S. degree in agriculture economics 
in 1974. During college he was a mem-
ber of Alpha Zeta Fraternity and par-
ticipated in numerous other university 
activities.

Upon college graduation, Gruber 
served as County Extension Agent, 4-H 

in Champaign County from 1968 to 
1972. Other job experiences included 
Fayette County Extension Agriculture 
Agent from 1972 to 1979 (brought him 
to Fayette County), O.S.U. Extension 
Agronomist specializing in agronomic 
crops for 18 southwest Ohio counties 

from 1979 to 1981, and staff agrono-
mist for The Madison Seed Co. from 
1981 to 1985. While Fayette Co. Agri-
culture Agent, via Gruber’s leadership, 
the soybean portion of the Fayette Co. 
Corn and Soybean Club was started, 
including the economic analysis part of 
the results publication. Data from the 
club results was presented at confer-
ences in upstate New York and Canada.

In 1981, Gruber struck out on his 
own and started Ag Consultants, Inc., 
a crop production and farm manage-
ment consulting service. Farms in 
Fayette, Pickaway, Ross and Madison 
counties plus one farm in Kentucky 
were contracted for consulting pur-
poses. In addition, a major part of the 
company’s efforts was the conducting 
of agronomic research for seed, fertil-
izer and chemical industries. Gruber’s 
farm provided an excellent site for the 
testing of many new agricultural chem-
icals and compounds before they went 
public, and some even before they went 
to universities for research and testing. 
This endeavor was highly successful, 

From page 6

Fame

See FAME | 8

Courtesy photos 
Wayne E. Arnold (left) was recently inducted into 
the Fayette County Agricultural Hall of Fame. Jim 
Garland presented Arnold with the award.

Courtesy photos 
John P. Gruber (left) was also recently inducted 
into the Fayette County Agricultural Hall of Fame. 
Jim Garland presented Gruber with the award.
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provided employment opportunities, 
and added to the local economy. Dur-
ing this time, Gruber also farmed up to 
1,500 acres, including grain and live-
stock in Fayette, Pickaway and Ross 
counties. He currently backgrounds 
500 to 600 feeder cattle per year and 
maintains 25 brood cows.

During his career, Gruber was a 
member of the American Society of 
Farm Managers and Rural Apprais-
ers, National Association of County 
Agricultural Agents, Ohio Certified 
Crop Advisor Board, of which he was 
a founding member and chairman from 
1995-1998, Weed Science Society of 
America, State NRCS Tech Committee 
in 1998, and director on the Interna-
tional Certified Crop Consultant Board 
and a member of the board’s Exam and 
Procedure Comm. and Editorial Advi-
sory Board. He was also a member of 
the original committee that developed 
and wrote the test for the Ohio Certi-
fied Crop Advisor program, served as 
chairman of the CCA Exam Committee 
and was a representative member to 
the National CCA Exam Committee.

Other memberships have included: 
The Ohio and American Soybean 
Assoc., of which he served on the Ohio 
Board and was membership vice presi-
dent, Ohio Corn and Wheat Growers, 
Ohio Cattlemen’s Association, Top 

Farmers of Ohio, of which he served 
as president, vice president, secretary 
and treasurer, and Premium Ag Com-
modities, Inc. (three years as presi-
dent). Gruber also participated in, and 
attended numerous Ohio and national 
training and certification seminars and 
conferences over the years in order to 
expand his expertise and keep abreast 
of new agriculture technologies. These 
were conducted by government agen-
cies, chemical companies, universities 
and other agricultural organizations.

Gruber has been active in several 
community and service organizations. 
These include The Ohio Farm Bureau 
(two terms on the Fayette County 
Farm Bureau Board of Trustees), past 
member of the Washington Court 
House Rotary Club, Fayette Co. Zon-
ing Board of Appeals, Wayne Township 
Zoning Board of Appeals, and the Fay-
ette Co. Agronomy Committee.

The membership list of the Fayette 
County Ag Hall of Fame and applica-
tions for the 2019 Agricultural Hall 
of Fame are available online at www.
fayette.osu.edu. The application 
can either be completed online or a 
printed application can be picked up 
at the Ohio State University Extension 
Office, located in suite 100 in the Agri-
cultural Center, Washington C.H.

Any questions about the Fayette 
County Agricultural Hall of Fame can 
be directed to Ken Ford, Fayette Coun-
ty ANR Educator at 740-335-1150.
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DUFF INSURANCE
Crop InsuranCe

Mike Duff
52 Main Street
Bloomingburg

740-437-7681 • Fax 740-437-7518
Email: duffinsurance@sbcglobal.net70034606

MAYER FARM EQUIPMENT, LLC
Authorized Dealer - Sales - Service - Parts

1812 St. Rt. 734 NW - Je� ersonville, Ohio
email:  mayer@mayerfarmequipment.com

       740-426-6307   ~    800-996-2937
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