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Committed to 
heart health - 24/7

Here at CMH, we know taking care of your heart means taking care 

of a whole lot more. Our cardiologists and cardiac services staff 

provide a variety of diagnostic and therapeutic procedures for a 

host of conditions, such as congestive heart failure, coronary artery 

disease, valve problems, and cardiac arrhythmias.

Last fall, we took our commitment to cardiac care one step further 

by launching 24/7 interventional cardiac care. This means that we 

treat heart attack victims right here at CMH. When you or a loved 

one experiences a heart attack, every single second matters, which is 

why we’re committed to keeping life-saving care close to home.

For more information, give us a call at 937.382.9606

www.cmhregional.com
610 W. Main Street
Wilmington, OH 45177
937.382.6611

Salt_cardiology_update_d1.indd   1 12/20/17   11:59 AM
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Call us today – there’s a location near you!

Adult Opportunity Center

ADULT OPPORTUNITY CENTER

The Adult Opportunity Center offers a 
range of FREE SERVICES that can help you 
make a fresh start. We can assist you with:

 · Basic Academic Skills

 · Workplace Literacy

 · College Readiness

 · GED Preparation

 · Life Skills

Class Locations
Batavia

Eastgate
West Union
Greenfield
Hillsboro
Mt. Orab

Manchester
Washington C.H.

Wilmington
Georgetown

at Southern State Community College

Call us today!
800.628.7722 x2687
or email aoc@sscc.edu
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Find the shaker in this issue and be 
entered to win a $10 grocery card.

Visit our website, thesaltmagazine.
com, and click on the Shaker Contest 
link at the top and enter your con-
tact information. Your name, street 
number, street name, city and zip 
code are required. Only your name 
and city will be published. All entries 

must be received by Feb. 1. Only 
online entries will be accepted.

In the November/December issue, 
the shaker was hidden on page 8, on 
the secretary. And it was on page 29, 
on the workbench. Oops. We appar-
ently had too much eggnog.

Congratulations to our most recent 
winner, John Dodds, of Hillsboro.

Hide & shake

John Hamilton
John is a staff writer for 
the Wilmington News 
Journal and a native of 
Wilmington.

Tom Barr
Tom is editor of the 
Wilmington News Journal 
and former editor of sev-
eral weekly publications 
across Warren and Butler 
counties.
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- From the Editor -

Lists.

I like them.

They’re an orderly way to organize my thoughts on any given sub-
ject. There is something about old-school pen to paper that gets my 
brain’s gears going. Or slowed down appropriately. If I’m honest, my 
mind can be both slow to start and rev too high occasionally. The 
act of writing a list finds a good middle ground, a way to explore the 
topic methodically.

Without a list, I feel like I’m winging it. Spontaneous and silly 
should never be managed to the point of withering up and dying, but 
sometimes bad things happen when I wing it. Well, the grocery store 
wouldn’t call it bad, I suppose. Those are the visits where I only really 
needed milk, shampoo, lunchmeat and buns. A shopping cart full later 
— interesting looking granola, cheese I’ve never seen before and am 
intrigued by, a pork shoulder because my goodness that was some sale. 
And I walk out without milk, shampoo, lunchmeat and buns.

The act of decorating for Christmas is fraught with distractions. OK, 
let’s get the little tree out … which is one shelf over from the ice cream 
maker, tucked in for a long winter’s nap. But it’s too late. I saw it. And 
my brain is spinning through its file of ice cream recipes, and now I 
have a hankering. Putting Christmas away brought it all back around. 
One thing at a time. Not today. Maybe soon — after I work through 
the items on my list a little more.

So, 2018 is here and what we do have? A list. It’s not resolutions, 
per se, because those are too easily given up on and pushed aside. It’s 
a list of goals. And I’m happy to announce that one box is checked 
already — a fresh look for Salt magazine. Please spend some time with 
this issue and let us know your thoughts.

I’ll start a list for that.

If you’re now hungry for ice cream, 
because why should winter stop you from 
doing anything, here’s a quick and easy rec-
ipe I discovered while winging it last sum-
mer. See, it’s not all bad. This is technically 
ice milk, as I didn’t have cream in the house 
at the time and thought I’d experiment 
with doing without. It’s light and refresh-
ing. If you do have cream, use 2 cups milk 
and 2 cups cream.

Lemon Ice Cream
•	 4 cups 2 percent milk
•	 Scant 2 cups sugar
•	 Lemon candy flavoring oil, to taste
•	 Frozen berries, to taste

Whisk together sugar and milk until 
sugar dissolves. Add lemon oil. (I love 
lemon, so a very quick pour of the tiny bot-
tle worked for me. This was perhaps 1/16 
teaspoon.) Stir.

Pour into ice cream maker and follow 
directions. When thickened, add a generous 
handful of frozen raspberries or blueberries 
or a variety and stir by hand. Transfer to a 
freezer-safe container and freeze overnight 
to harden before serving.

No ice cream maker? Stir all the ingredi-
ents together and freeze. The texture will be 
grainier, but it works.
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After the ice field 
was selected and 
scraped of slushand 
snow, the marking of 
the ice began. The 
marker guide kept 
the lines straight.
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‘Ice for 
Everybody’

Before refrigerators spit out perfect rounds of ice for cold 
drinks and before freezers safely preserved food for long periods 
of time, mankind relied on ice hewn from mountain glaciers 
and freshwater lakes to enliven drinks and keep food fresh.

In this age of convenience, it’s hard to imagine that for thou-
sands of years, ice was a luxury that only the rich and powerful 
enjoyed. But American ingenuity and hard work changed all 
that beginning in the 19th century.

A visual saga of how ice — simple frozen water — influenced 
human history and helped develop the American Midwest into 
an industrial power is now on display in Fremont.

“Ice for Everybody: Lake Erie and America’s Ice Harvesting 
Industry” was the brainchild of Nan Card, the museum’s manu-
script curator.

Months of research followed as staff read all they could find 
on the once-flourishing business of commercial ice harvesting 
and borrowed harvesting artifacts from local families and muse-
ums along Lake Erie.

It helped that the museum is home to a collection of historic 
photographs by Ernst Niebergall who captured the day-to-day 
activities of icemen working on Lake Erie in the winter of 1911.

Those photographs, part of the museum’s Charles Frohman 
Collection, are an integral part of the exhibit.

They depict the way workers used horsepower to smooth and 
score the lake’s frozen surface, then cut that surface into 2-foot 
blocks that were as thick as 18 inches. Those giant “cubes” were 
floated or hauled to shore for storage in special warehouses and 
eventual transport to Midwest cities.

The work was hazardous for both men and animals. But it 
paid $2 per day — a good wage for those who otherwise found 
wintertime employment scarce. Boys who led horses onto the 
ice cover earned 50 to 75 cents per day.

It wasn’t that ice and its joys and benefits were unknown.

Story by Jane Beathard

A look back at the 
work of ice harvesting

January/February 2018 | SW Ohio | Salt | 9  



Roman emperors valued ice 
and commanded slaves to haul 
it from far-away mountains. 
Thomas Jefferson and George 
Washington also used slaves, 
as well as paid servants, to 
gather ice from their estate 
ponds and store it in below-
ground repositories for sum-
mertime enjoyment. But it 
was only wealth, land and an 
abundance of manpower that 
permitted these men chilly 
luxuries.

In the early 1800s, an enter-
prising New Englander named 
Frederic Tudor envisioned 
ice as a business to benefit 
ordinary people. Tudor began 
gathering quantities of ice 
from frozen Eastern lakes for 
shipment in straw-insulated 
ships to the West Indies. His 
first ice cargos melted prema-
turely. But Tudor persisted 
and succeeded, earning the 
name Ice King.

But as municipal sanitation 

failed in Eastern cities, nearby 
lakes became polluted. That 
made ice from the Great Lakes 
more desirable.

Lake Erie’s shallow western 
basin froze quicker and deeper 
than other parts of the region. 
By the 1850s, Sandusky Bay, 
with its then-crystal clear 
water, was considered the Ice 
Capital of the Great Lakes. 
Twenty major companies 
pulled a frozen bounty from 
the bay each winter and 

stored it in above-ground 
warehouses. Those companies 
employed as many as 2,000 in 
cold months.

In 1886, a record 25 mil-
lion tons of ice was harvested 
nationally and 400,000 tons 
of that came from Sandusky 
Bay alone. Most went by rail 
to Toledo and Cleveland, 
with some shipped as far as 
St. Louis. Selling price: $1 to 
$6 per ton, depending on the 
weather.

“The ice harvesting industry 
boosted our lifestyle. We could 
keep dairy products and meat 
longer without relying on canned 
goods, salting and drying.”

— Kevin Moore, associate curator of artifacts

Photos by Ernst Niebergall, courtesy of the Charles Frohman Collection
TOP: Sections of ice have been scored, broken off, and floated into a channel of open water. A sawyer is cutting another section of ice cakes while 
another member of the crew guides a section of scored ice cakes with an ice hook. LEFT: Local ice dealers and those from neighboring towns fre-
quently filled orders by loading their delivery wagons directly from the ice fields. RIGHT: Ice harvesters work along the length of the open channel, 
guiding sheets of scored ice blocks to the shoreline inclined plane.
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The Miami-Erie Canal in western Ohio was also a 
source of ice for food preservation and beer making 
in the days before electric refrigeration.

Local histories and the memories of area old timers 
tell of specially constructed “ice ponds” along the 
canal’s meandering route from Toledo to Cincinnati. 
Local companies, like those of Mike Hemmert and 
Gus Grauer in St. Marys, harvested the frozen bounty 
of these ponds through the 1920s and stored the ice 
in specially constructed warehouses (or ice houses) 
that were insulated with straw and sawdust.

Generally, these ice houses were located within a 
block or two of the canal for convenience.

One ice pond was located just south of the old 
paper mill in St. Marys. Grauer’s ice house was an 
adjoining red barn.

In Delphos, the Fisher Quarry was flooded in winter 
for harvesting. Several smaller ice houses appear on 
that city’s fire maps between 1884 and 1911.

Once a pond froze to an adequate depth, ice 
was sawed from the surface in 100-pound blocks. 

These blocks were then later re-cut into smaller lots 
for household distribution. That distribution came 
at first via horse-drawn wagon, then later by gas-
powered truck.

Residents ordered ice throughout the year in 25, 
50, 75 or 100-pound chunks for their home ice boxes 
by putting the appropriate sign in their windows.

One long-time St. Marys resident remembered that 
it wasn’t unusual to see neighborhood kids chasing 
the ice truck down the street with pocket knives, 
chipping off pieces for quick consumption.

The Steinle Brewery on East Second Street in 
Delphos had its own ice pond and ice houses. Ice 
harvested and stored in winter was needed to lager 
beer in warm months.

The Sebald ice pond was one of several outside 
Middletown. It provided ice for the city’s Sebald 
Brewery. Ice harvesting from the Sebald pond ended 
in 1897 when the brewery bought an ice-making 
machine. Prohibition ended beer production there 
altogether in 1919.

SMALLER OPERATIONS

After ice cutting plows completed their work, men with special 
ice cutting saws like this one made the final three-inch cut.
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Midwest brewers, grocers and meat packers 
were the biggest users of Lake Erie ice. Names 
like Schlitz and Pabst became commonplace 
among those who imbibed. And Americans grew 
accustomed to beef and pork on their dinner 
tables thanks to the invention of the “ice box.”

These boxes became household staples. Ice 
delivery men carried 25 to 100-pound blocks 
into homes and slid them into the ice boxes. 
This early form of refrigeration kept foodstuffs 
fresh for a while and led Mark Twain to write in 
his “Life On The Mississippi” that “anybody and 
everybody” can now have ice.

Beginning in the 1890s, commercial harvest-
ing declined thanks to the invention of “ice 
machines” that could freeze large quantities of 
water artificially. In 1913, the sale of the first 
electric refrigerator ended the need for ice as a 
food preservative.

Harvesting resurfaced briefly during World 
War I when electricity was rationed, then died 
permanently in the 1920s boom.

However, local fish packers continued to pull 
ice from Sandusky Bay until 1941.

Erie and Ottawa County, Ohio, farmers and fishermen found 
seasonal work as ice harvesters at an average, daily wage of $2. 
A group of harvesters stand before a Danbury icehouse where ice 
blocks were stacked and then packed in sawdust until needed. 
Much of the harvest was transported east to Cleveland, Ohio. More 
than 90 percent of the ice consumed by Cleveland, Ohio, residents 
came from the ice fields near Sandusky Bay and the Erie Islands.

Horses were an essential part of the ice harvesting industry. Out-
fitted with sharp steel cleats known as calks, horses gained better 
traction on the ice. Thin ice and air pockets frequently caused 
horses to break through the ice while working on the ice fields. 

Loaders moved ice blocks onto conveyors like this one. Wingmen 
waited at the top. Their job was to "wing" ice blocks to stackers 
and keep the elevator clear. This conveyor was used to load ice 
blocks directly onto rail cars. Ice dealers in distant cities often took 
delivery immediately. Their expected loss in transit was 25 percent.
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HEAD NORTH
“Ice for Everybody: 

Lake Erie and America’s 
Ice Harvesting Industry”

Through Feb. 25
Rutherford B. Hayes 
Presidential Library 

& Museums
Spiegel Grove, Fremont

Visit rbhayes.org or 
call 419-332-4852.

RIGHT: Tools for harvesting and distributing 
ice. Activities associated with ice harvesting 
were accurately portrayed in the opening 
moments of the animated movie “Frozen.” 
It introduced historic ice harvesting proce-
dures to a new generation.

BOTTOM RIGHT: By 1890, these ice boxes 
were common in American households. A 
block of ice was slipped into the lower right 
compartment to keep foodstuff stored in 
the right side cool and fresh.

BOTTOM LEFT: Chipped ice fueled hand-
cranked ice-cream makers or churns. Mak-
ing the treat became a family tradition at 
Sunday afternoon gatherings — hence the 
term ice-cream sundae, according to Kevin 
Moore.

By the 1890s, commercial ice harvesting was 
a dying industry.
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4715 St. Rt. 41 
South Bainbridge, OH 45612

  Meat & Cheese • Discount Groceries • Souvenirs • Crafts 
• Gifts • Vitamins & Herbs • Candles • Books • Toys 

• Handcrafted Furniture • Gazebos • Seasonal Items

Think Country, Think Quality

      Scenic Southern Ohio

Leaf Country USA

OPEN YEAR ROUND • CLOSED SUNDAYS • BULK FOOD A SPECIALTY!

Fresh Produce in season!

EAST Ambulance: “Safely Carrying Those You Care For”
Handling all your transport needs: Emergency-Non Emergency-Ambulette

THANK YOU FOR CHOOSING                    AMBULANCETHANK YOU FOR CHOOSING                    AMBULANCE

In the unfortunate event of an accident, call
EAST Ambulance

800-215-7366

“Going the Distance for Our Community”

24 Hour Dispatch  •  (937) 780-6520  •  800-215-7366  •  www.eastambulance.com
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Photos by Jane Beathard
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Local & Long Distance Recovery • 75-Ton Capacity • Forklift Service Available
Assist with Load Shifting • Heavy Duty Wheel Lift Available • Low Boy Service Available
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Conditioning

Serving You 
Since 1947

CALL FOR 
FREE WATER ANALYSIS

So� eners available 
in electronic time 
clock or demand 

regeneration systems

Financing 
Available
Jim & Mark Chrisman

www.ChrismanH20.com

800-335-2620
1020 E. Market Street • Washington Court House

Buy or Rent!

OH-70020803

Fayette County
Welcomes You!



Overlooking Main Street in 
Wilmington on the second floor of a 
pre-Civil War building sits a peaceful and 
quirky Ohio book publishing company 
that’s survived eBooks, hundreds of book-
store closings, distributors going out of 
business, and the 2008 recession to cel-
ebrate its 30th anniversary.

There’s no sign. There’s no street number.
Scheduled authors and clients are 

directed to the back door on an alley. 
“Look for the mural of an Italian villa. 
Go to the oak door on the left. Come on 
up.” That’s it.

So what, exactly, are these people doing 
up there? Well, it appears, a lot.

It seems that local, regional and 
national authors and clients have been 
seeking the editing skills of John Baskin, 
the production skills of Sarah Hawley, the 

design skills of Aly Rua, the logistic skills 
of Janice Ellis, and the publishing skills of 
Marcy Hawley. And while only John and 
Marcy have been there from the onset, 
Orange Frazer Press maintains the bou-
tique feel and craftmanship the company 
was built on when they published their 
first book in 1987 as writers and editors 
of Ohio magazine, a Columbus Dispatch 
enterprise.

the little book 
publisher that can

Story by Tom Barr and John Hamilton

Orange Frazer Press celebrates 30 years

Photo Courtesy Orange Frazer Press
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With 48 file drawers (no 
computers back then) of 
flotsam and jetsam of Ohio 
minutia, they designed their 
first book, “Ohio Matters of 
Fact” by Damaine Vonada, 
driving to Washington 
Court House to Hans the 
Typesetter, bringing the 
formatted type back to 
Wilmington to paste onto 
print boards which went to 
the printer for making film 
from which the plates were 
made to go on the press.

Those books, whose print-
ing was originally paid for by 
the Dispatch, were bought 
back to Wilmington by John 
and Marcy when they were 
languishing in the newspaper’s 
basement.

“They ran a few ads and 
sold a few books, but it was 
our first baby … ,” so they 
put them in their car trunks, 
brought them back, and took 
them to bookstores across 
Ohio, selling them by the 
eight-pack in counter display 
holders.

The little paperback, 

Orange Frazer Press’s first 
book, ended up selling 12,000 
copies.

Little by little, the duo 
learned the squirrelly nature of 
what they were doing. “This is 
called book publishing?” You 
write books or find a good 
writer to write one for you. 
You edit it. You proofread. 
You find beautiful art or pho-
tography. You design hand-
some, detailed pages. You find 
book manufacturing partners 
to do the best printing and 
binding. Then you get book-
stores to buy it. You set up 
book signings. Do marketing 
and promotion.

High quality (and lots of 
work) sells.

As years went by, they got 
noticed by individuals, compa-
nies, foundations, universities, 
cities, theaters, even cemeter-
ies who had stories to tell and 
wanted them told in their best 
and most beautiful form … as 
a book. This niche has become 
Orange Frazer Press’s niche. 
It happened naturally, organi-
cally, so to speak. And without 

Some of the books published by Orange Frazer Press, with cover photography courtesy of the publishing house.

Photo by Wilmington News Journal
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a sales team, it’s evolved by 
word-of-mouth.

Orange Frazer Press 
books can be found around 
the world. There’s an 
Orange Frazer Press book 
(“Entering These Doors 
of Compassion”) in every 
Ronald McDonald House 
around the world. (There are 
over 305 Ronald McDonald 
Houses worldwide.)

Their urban art books 
for Atlanta, San Antonio, 
Madison (Wisconsin), 
Washington, D.C., Denver, 
Baltimore and Boston are 
collectibles now. Cincinnati’s 
“Big Pig Gig” sold over 
30,000 copies and pres-
ently they are madly shipping 
“Transforming Cincinnati: 
How a Decade of ArtWorks 
Murals Changed People and 
Communities Forever.”

Orange Frazer Press — 
whose namesake was a liter-
ary turn-of-the-20th century 
world traveler with a fine 
book collection and a love for 
photography, bicycling and 
the local female doctor — has 

designed and published over 
400 titles.

And while they are well-
known for their sports books 
(“Woody’s Boys,” “Brown’s 
Town,” “1968” and to be 
released this spring, “Tony 
Perez”), and have enjoyed meet-
ing the sports figures attached to 
these names, their favorite part 
of making books is the friends 
they’ve made along the way.

“We want to do things 
not just well, but very well. 
We take our time. We might 
spend four years on a book. 
If somebody comes to us and 
their idea is good and they’re a 
good talker, we can help them 
take their story to another 
level,” said Hawley.

How do they go about 
doing it? It usually starts with 
a simple phone call.

With the Nuxhall book, 
“Joe: Rounding Third and 
Heading for Home,” it came 
from the book’s author Greg 
Hoard, a journalist and sports 
broadcaster who had never 
written a book, according to 
Hawley.

The Orange Frazer Press Creative Team includes, 
from left: Lead Designer Alyson Rua; Project 
Manager Sarah Hawley; Publisher Marcy Hawley; 
Editor John Baskin; and Office Manager Janice Ellis.

HAVE AN IDEA?
Visit orangefrazer.com or call 
937-382-3196 to learn more.

Photo by Wilmington News Journal
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“He came to us with the idea because 
he knew the Cincinnati Reds’ sportscaster 
personally and wrote about sports, suggest-
ing, ‘What if we told Joe’s story?’” Hawley 
and Baskin met with Nuxhall’s lawyer, 
Reuven Katz, who was also the lawyer for 
many of the Big Red Machine players, 
and they came up with a contract between 
Orange Frazer Press, Hoard and Nuxhall.

Hoard then spent a year writing the 
book, following Nuxhall around to get 
the stories from him. John Baskin then 
did the heavy lifting of editing the book. 

Hawley and Baskin went to Nuxhall’s 
house in Fairfield where they were shown 
a large room that contained decades of 
Reds memorabilia.

“’Take whatever you need,’ Joe said,” 
remembers Hawley. “So, we just pulled 
things from the room, brought them up 
here, scanned them, and brought them 
back to him.”

The book, published in 2004, led to 
multiple book signings with Nuxhall, 
including him coming to Wilmington.

In a recent online article from The 

Verge, Andrew Liptak reports, “… 
According to Pew, the usage of eBook 
readers has largely remained the same 
since 2011, while the ‘share of e-book 
readers on tablets has more than 
tripled since 2011 and the number 
of readers on phones has more than 
doubled over that time.’ Despite those 
gains, it does seem that the trusty book 
is here to stay.”

And by the look of it, Orange Frazer 
Press will still be here to create them, 
beautifully.

”
“We want to do things 

not just well, but very 
well. We take our time. 
We might spend four 

years on a book. If 
somebody comes to us 
and their idea is good 

and they’re a good 
talker, we can help 

them take their story 
to another level.

— Marcy Hawley

Photo by Wilmington News Journal
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3rd Generation Local Family Owned & Operated

• Limestone
• Agricultural Ground Lime

3rd Generation Local Family Owned & Operated

Ohio Asphaltic Limestone Corp.

www.ohio-asphaltic-limestone.com

Established 1935

8591 Mad River Rd. • Hillsboro, OH 45133
937.364.2191 • 937.364.6505 Fax

• Agricultural Ground Lime
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215 N. High St., Hillsboro, OH 45133
 (Across from Armory) 

 (937) 393-4558

Hearing Aid Sales • Repair & Cleaning Services
Free Hearing Screenings • Batteries & Supplies

HIGHLAND COUNTY
HEARING AID CENTER

Diane Garneau,
BC-HIS

30 Day Money Back Guarantee
Now accepting all Major

Credit Cards!
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9 Experience Our Small Town Charm  waynesvilleshops.com

Ad Sponsored by

Area Chamber of Commerce
“The Antiques Capital of the Midwest” ℠

Cabin Fever? We have the cure...

Visit

Over 50 Shops & Restaurants!
The Unique Place to Shop 

46 S. Main St. 
513-855-1129

Tues - Sat 11-5 • Sun 12-5

Gifts • Nora Fleming • Candles  
 • Grandma’s Buttons Jewelry 

• Snoozies • Vera Bradley  
• Charlie Paige • MudPie  
• 1818 Farms • Mona B  
• Organic Essential Oils

258 S. Main St. 
513-897-9627

Tues - Sat. 10-5 • Sun 12-5

Seasonal Items • Gifts • Home 
Decor • Jewelry & Accessories

• Old World Ornaments  
• Fontanini Christmas  
Nativity Figures & Sets 
• Wall Decor • MudPie 

• Candleberry Candles • Sale Items



Broccoli Chinese Slaw

Herbed Standing Rib Roast
— From Paula Kiser, of Hillsboro
Yield: 12 servings

tablespoons grated onion
tablespoons olive oil
cloves minced garlic
teaspoons celery seed
teaspoon coarsely ground pepper
teaspoon paprika
teaspoon thyme
6-to-7-pound beef rib roast, bone in
large onions, cut in wedges
large carrots, cut in 2 inch pieces
stalks celery, cut in 2 inch pieces
cup red wine or beef broth

In a small bowl, combine grated onion, olive oil, 
garlic, celery seed, pepper, paprika and thyme. Rub 
onto roast.

Place the onions, carrots and celery in a large roast-
ing pan. Set roast on top of vegetables.

Bake uncovered at 325 F for 2 to 2 1/2 hours or 
until meat reaches desired doneness. Medium should 
test at 160 F, and well done should test at 170 F.

Remove roast to a serving platter and tent with foil 
to keep warm. Let stand 15 minutes.

While the roast is resting, make an au jus. Strain the 
pan drippings and discard vegetables. Pour drippings 
into a measuring cup and skim fat. Add red wine or 
beef broth to roasting pan (stirring to remove any 
browned bits). Stir in the drippings and heat through.

Serve au jus with roast. Garnish with assorted herbs 
and fresh fruit, if desired.

3
2
4
2
1
1

1/4
1
2
2
2

1/4

Broccoli Chinese Slaw
— From Karen Rumbaugh, of Bainbridge

package broccoli slaw
green onions, diced
Broccoli florets
cup sunflower seeds
cup slivered almonds
packages ramen noodles, with sauce packets  

         reserved for another use
cups oil
cup sugar
cup white vinegar

Open ramen packages and place dried noodles in a bowl. 
Set the sauce packets aside. Crunch the noodles into small 
pieces. Add slaw, onions, broccoli, sunflower seeds and 
nuts to the bowl.

In a separate bowl, make dressing by stirring together oil, 
sugar and vinegar. Pour over ramen noodle 
mixture and stir well. Chill thoroughly 
before serving.

1
5-6
•
1

1/2
3

1 1/2
3/4
1/2

Mango Cranberry Sauce
— From Paula Kiser, of Hillsboro
Yield: 4 1/2 cups

cups whole berry cranberry sauce
tangerines, peeled, seeded and chopped
medium mango, peeled and diced
cup diced fresh pineapple
cup finely chopped red onion
cup minced fresh cilantro
jalapeno pepper, seeded and finely chopped

In a large bowl, combine all the ingredients. Cover sauce and 
refrigerate until serving.

1 1/2 
3
1
1

1/4
1/4

1

Reader Recipes
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Broccoli Chinese Slaw

Bacon-Wrapped Green Beans
— From Paula Kiser, of Hillsboro
Yield: 4 servings

pounds fresh green beans
bacon strips
tablespoons melted butter
cup packed brown sugar
teaspoon minced garlic
teaspoon soy sauce

Place beans in pan and cover with water. Bring to boil. 
Cook uncovered 8 minutes. Cook bacon over medium heat 
until cooked but not crisp, about 3 minutes.

Drain beans and place 12 beans on each bacon strip. Wrap 
bacon around beans and secure with a toothpick. Place on 
ungreased baking sheet.

In a small bowl, combine butter, brown sugar, garlic and 
soy sauce. Brush over bundles.

Bake at 400 F for 10-15 minutes or until bacon is crisp.

3/4
4
3

1/4
1/4
1/8

Salt Scoop
Send us your favorite recipe. We 

may feature it in an upcoming issue.

Visit our website, thesaltmagazine.com, and 
click on the Recipe Submission link at the top 
to be entered. Include a photo of your dish, 
too, if you’ve got one. All entries must be 

received by Feb. 1.

Every submitted recipe will be entered in a 
drawing for a $25 grocery card.

Congratulations to Paula Kiser, of Hillsboro, 
who won for her Herbed Standing Rib Roast 

recipe submitted for this issue of Salt.

We will be happy to answer any of your transportation questions.
313 Chillicothe Ave., Hillsboro, Ohio 45133 • (937) 393-0585

Mon.-Fri. 8:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m.
509 E. Main St., Unit A, West Union, Ohio 45693 • (937) 779-3212

Mon.-Fri. 8:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m.
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Serving the needs of Highland County 
& Adams County by providing safe 
& reliable transportation services

• HARTS Fare Program: program o� ers 
a� ordable transportation for those who 
are elderly, disabled or considered low 
income living within the  Hillsboro City 
Limits or within a 5-mile radius of the 
center of Hillsboro.  Purchase a $20/$25 

HARTS Fare Card for 10 or 5 one way trips 
depending upon location and age. 

• Highland County Locally 
Developed Transportation Plan: 
Our county transportation plan allows 
us to apply for FTA grant funding for 
transportation services fro the elderly, 
disabled, and for employment and 
employment training.

Working to keep Highland County & Adams County

MOVING!
FRSTRANSPORTATION.ORG

FRS 
Transportation

vehicles are
clearly marked
for your safety 

and easy 
identifi cation.

frstransportation.orgfrstransportation.org

• NET/TANF/Title XX Transportation Services: We provide non-emergency
Medicaid transportation (NET) services for HCDJFS & ACDJFS. We provide educa-
tional and employment training transportation through the Temporary Assistance for
Needy Families (TANF) Program of HCDJFS. We provide Title XX transportation serv-
ices for ACDJFS.
• 2016 Job Access and Reverse Commute (JARC) - Grant pays for 50% of the cost of
transportation provided for the Highland County Office of Reentry participants for
employment & employment training purposes. Turning Point Applied Learning Center
provides the 50% match.
• Specialized Transportation Program Grant - Over the past 15 years FRS
Transportation has received 19 handicap accessible vehicles and 4 standard minivans
through the STP Grant with the Ohio Department of Transportation’s Office of Transit.
These wheelchair accessible vehicles have helped FRS Transportation to more fully help
meet the needs of our disabled population of Highland County.

• 2016 Ohio Coordination Mobility Management Project - Mobility Manager is
working towards meeting the mobility needs of Highland County through marketing &
coordinating of current transportation services while looking for funding sources to
increase transportation services and mobility options for those who are not eligible for
any of our other types of funding sources. Such as:
• HARTS Fare Program: program offers affordable transportation for those who are

elderly, disabled or considered low income living within the Hillsboro City Limits or
within a 5-mile radius of the center of Hillsboro. Purchase a $20/$25 HARTS Fare Card
for 10 or 5 one way trips depending upon location and age. 
• Highland County Locally Developed Transportation Plan: Our county transporta-
tion plan allows us to apply for FTA grant funding for transportation services for the eld-
erly, disabled, and for employment and employment training.

We will be happy to
answer any

of your transportation
questions.

313 Chillicothe Ave., Hillsboro, Ohio 45133   •   (937) 393-0585
Mon.-Fri. 8:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m.

509 E. Main St., Unit A, West Union, Ohio 45693   •   (937) 779-3212
Mon.-Fri. 8:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m.

• NET/TANF/Title XX Transportation 
Services: We provide non- emergency 
Medicaid transportation (NET) services 
for HCDJFS & ACDJFS.  We provide 
educational and employment training 
transportation through the Temporary 
Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) 
Program of HCDJFS. We  provide Title XX 
transportation services for ACDJFS.
• Specialized Transportation 
Program Grant - Over the past 17 
years FRS Transportation has received 
20 handicap accessible vehicle and 4 
standard  minivans through the STP 
Grant with the Ohio Department of 
Transportation’s O�  ce of Transit.  These 
wheelchair accessible vehicles have 
helped FRS Transportation to more fully 
help meet the needs of our disabled 
population of Highland County. 
• 2018 Ohio Coordination Mobility 
Management Project - Mobility 
Manager  is working towards meeting 
the mobility needs of Highland County 
through  marketing & coordinating of 
current transportation   services while 
looking for funding sources to increase 
transportation services and mobility 
options for those who are not eligible for 
any of our  other types f funding sources. 
Such as: 
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Gardens 
welcome fairies

Do you believe?

Story and photos by Ashley Bunton
Fairies live in the village of Yellow 

Springs.
Kim Lemkau opened Little Fairy Garden 

in October. Since opening Lemkau said 
fairy believers have swarmed the shop — 
mostly adults, she added — who tell her 
about the fairies they have seen.

“They’ll come into the store and 
say when they were in the Glen Helen 
Nature Preserve they saw a fairy out of 
the corner of their eye,” said Lemkau.

Lemkau’s fairy shop is a unique shop 
filled with tiny pewter fairies and gnomes 
inspired by her father more than 3o 
years ago. The boutique carries a curious 
assortment of accessories for building tiny 
fairy gardens: live plants, bridges, swings, 
water fountains, moss and glow-in-the-
dark lights.

“It’s sort of like those miniature 
Christmas houses people collect and then 
at Christmas time they put them out 
and make a town for Christmas,” said 
Lemkau. “But a fairy garden is for all year 

long. You can put things in your garden 
and make a little village of fairy houses, 
with fairy mailboxes and fairy stepping 
stones and little fairies and gnomes, and 
then you can pull them inside in the 
winter and make something with your 
houseplants and put it in little containers 
by the window. It’s just a fun, collectible 
hobby.”

Lemkau said people of all ages enjoy 
building fairy gardens.

“Grandmothers like to do it so that 
when the grandchildren come over they 
can play and participate and see what’s 
new in the fairy garden,” said Lemkau. 
“The kids like to do it, they’ll have a little 
container in their room with a little fairy 
house and a plant.”

Thirty years ago in southern California, 
Lemkau’s father set up a card table at a 
swap meet and began to sell collections of 
tiny pewter wizards.

“He started with selling some pocket 
knives and a couple of little tiny pewter 

dragons and wizards. His pocket knives 
didn’t sell and then his dragons and 
wizards were selling so he got more of 
that and now he has four stores,” said 
Lemkau.

Lemkau said her father’s stores have a 
small section of fairies, and she thought 
they were cute, so she ordered some and 
began to sell them at festivals. Her busi-
ness grew, she opened an online store, 
and finally, the storefront in Yellow 
Springs, where there’s now a party room 
that can be reserved for people of all 
ages to host fairy parties.

“So many people have told me they’ve 
seen fairies. You would think that that 
would be little children, but I’ve had 
adults come in and tell me they see them 
too. Some people have even come into 
the store with pictures and videos of fair-
ies. Everyone’s like, ‘Ha ha, yeah right,’ 
but then they’re telling me they’re real 
and they’ve captured them on camera,” 
said Lemkau.
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FAIRY SPOTTING 101
Relax. Fairies are sensitive to other 

people’s feelings. They like to take it slow.

Walk slowly. Fairies are tiny and barely visible. If 
you are too fast, fairies might feel afraid.

Pay attention. Fairies might be anywhere. Look 
behind tiny doors and near butterflies and trees.

Stay open-minded. Fairies are unique. If you 
believe in them, they might let you see them.

Leave a gift. Fairies are shy. If you see one, leave 
it a small gift so it will like you.

Plant flowers. Fairies are known to love flowers. 
The flower fairies take care of the flowers.
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Little Fairy Garden
224 Xenia Ave., Yellow Springs

(Downtown Yellow Springs, behind 
Ye Olde Trail Tavern Restaurant)

714-785-5876
LittleFairyGarden.com

Hours:
Noon-6 p.m. Sundays, Tuesdays, 

Thursdays, Fridays
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Saturdays
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First National Bank
Blanchester, OH

Your Hometown Bank Since 1907!

it’s just better
Stop by today and learn more.

Your Original Hometown Bank
121 East Main Street, Blanchester, Ohio 45107

937-783-2451 • www.fnbblanchester.com

Misplaced your 
debit card? 

Now, you can turn it 
“ON” or “OFF” using 

our mobile app!

Download the
app today!

Safe, Simple, Secure Instant Access Instant 
Peace of Mind 24/7 

OH-70020852

McBrayer
Real Estate Co.

1107 Rombach Ave.
Wilmington, OH 45177

O�  ce: 937-382-0809
Fax: 937-382-4548

www.mcbrayerrealestate.com

839 Cherry Street
Blanchester, OH

laurelsofblanchester.com

Rehab Close
      to

Physical, Speech, 
Occupational � erapy

Please contact Peggy Morgan 
@ 937-783-4911
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2291 St. Rt. 22 & 3 West
Wilmington, OH 45177

937-382-3373
Local Delivery • Financing Available

naylorsfurniture.com

Naylor's Furniture

Clinton County 
   Welcomes You!

The Wilmington-Clinton County 
Chamber of Commerce’s 

9th Annual $25 Days of Christmas 
promotion helped to generate 

over $103,825 of holiday 
shopping at 35 local businesses! 

When you consider that 
~70% of dollars spent locally 
gets cycled back into the local 

economy, that’s a total economic 
impact of $176,502! 

- Clinton County 
Chamber of Commerce

When you shop local, you suppor t your entire community!

Thank You for Shopping Local



We are told from an early age not to 
lie. Mostly, we hear this from our parents 
who then proceed to roll out a steady diet 
of absolute falsehoods:

Santa Claus, the Easter Bunny and the 
Tooth Fairy.

“This will hurt me as much as it hurts 
you.”

“You’re the best-looking kid in your 
class.”

Of course, they cover themselves by 
telling us “do what I say, not what I do.” 
Well played, Mom and Dad. Well played.

“If you don’t have anything nice to say, 
don’t say anything at all.”

There’s a good chance that most of us 
heard this along the way. Although it’s 
sound advice, haven’t we gone a bit over-
board with the “niceness” to the point 
where we just lie to each other constant-
ly? It’s confusing! We are supposed to be 
nice AND not lie? Can the two concepts 
really coexist?

I’m all for social graces, but sometimes 

the disingenuousness is way too transpar-
ent. Like when airline pilots come over 
the loudspeaker and say to let them know 
if there is anything they can do to make 
our flight more “pleasant.” Why, yes! 
Now that you mention it, I could use a 
foot massage and nice back rub. Suggest 
that and you’ll be on the TSA “Watch 
List” until the end of time. They want 
you to be more comfortable, but only if 
you can figure out how to do it on your 
own and still stay in your seat with your 
mouth shut. So, their offer to help us 
with our comfort is stretching the truth 
at best and a big, fat lie at worst.

Even our computers lie to us. When 
you unsubscribe from an email list, does 
it really take 10 days to “process” like they 
claim? It only takes 3 seconds to join, so 
why does it take 10 days to process? It 
doesn’t. It’s a lie.

When cashiers ask you if you found 
everything, do you think they really care? 
Have you ever rattled off the items you 

couldn’t find? What do you suppose they 
do with that information? Nothing!

When someone says, “I’ll keep your 
information on file” do you think it 
means that? Or does it really mean, “Your 
information is immediately going into the 
dumpster where it will die a slow, painful 
death.”

And when someone says, “How are 
you?” for the love of all that is good and 
holy, don’t tell them! Any answer other 
than “I’m fine” is way beyond what they 
really want to know.

For the sake of maintaining a civilized 
society, some lies are absolutely necessary. 
Imagine the chaos if we all went around 
telling people exactly what we really 
think. When someone asks for your opin-
ion, they likely want validation, not your 
actual thoughts. So, if you remember that 
there are no ugly babies, food served at 
someone’s house tastes wonderful and no 
one looks fat in their jeans, you should 
get along in this world just fine.

to lie or not 
to lie. that is 
the question.
But what is the answer?
Column by Kay Frances
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no wrong 
way to craft 
with nature 
Hillsboro artist uses pine needles, 

gourds, more in her crafts

For Hillsboro artist Patty Hubler inspiration is often found underfoot — 
specifically, in fallen pine needles.

“I try to take nature and incorporate it,” she said. In addition to pine 
needles, Hubler has also made a variety of pieces using gourds. The end results 
are baskets, birdfeeders, and recently, pendants and hair barrettes that each 
have their own distinctive and colorful styles.

Hubler first began crafting with pine needles and gourds in 2014, during 
a trip to Florida.

“We were first-time RVers,” she said. While there, Hubler and her hus-
band visited Homosassa, Florida, which she said is known as the “nature 
coast.” They ended up at park where, Hubler said, she came across a woman 
who had a bundle of dyed pine needles. After talking with her and learning 
about the craft, Hubler decided to try it herself. Within two days, she had 
made a miniature basket.

And, since then, Hubler has continued her journey of learning and creating.

Story and photos by Sarah Allen
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Pictured above are several of 
Hubler’s in-progress projects.

January/February 2018 | SW Ohio | Salt | 31  



“I’m more self-taught than 
anything,” she said. “I’m hop-
ing to get better as I go.”

As an example, she said one 
of her favorite pieces was a 
basket that she used to practice 
different stitches, such as the 
diamond stitch, the W stitch, 
and many others.

“There are more that I 
want to learn,” Hubler added. 
“I’ve been doing it a little 

over three years, and I don’t 
see myself stopping because I 
never put it down.”

Making the centers for bas-
kets, she said, can be a chal-
lenge, especially for beginners. 
However, she said, “Nobody 
does it the same way.”

She has used a variety of items 
for centers, ranging from gourd 
pieces, to walnuts, and, with one 
basket, even a poker chip.

“There’s no wrong way to do 
this. You can’t get discouraged 
by someone making it look 
harder than it is. You can’t 
make a mistake. This is yours.”

— Patty Hubler, of Hillsboro

Hubler described the a
bove basket as a “practice” 
project in which she learned 

how to do a variety of stitches.

Hubler said she likes 
to use as much of 

nature as possible in 
her pieces, such as 
this one, which in-

cludes pine needles, 
gourds and leaves.
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All her crafts begin with clean-
ing her materials. Pine needles 
are washed and then set out in 
the sun to dry. Afterward, she 
places the needles in a cooker 
with a glycerin and dye bath.

Adding glycerin, she said, is 
like conditioning your hair. It 
makes the needles softer and 
more velvety.

The needles boil for a couple 
of hours, then are rinsed and 
again set in the sun to dry. After 
being bundled, they are ready 
to await Hubler’s next project.

Often, she adds beads, sinew, 
wax linen or decoupage to her 
pieces, giving each a unique look.

Gourds must also undergo 
a preparation process before 
they are ready for crafting. 
First, they must dry out. 
Once the seeds inside make 
a maraca-like sound, they are 
ready to be cleaned. Hubler 
uses a metal scrubby to rub 
off the waxy build-up on the 
outside of the gourd, and then 
she removes the seeds from 
the inside.

Hubler described how gourds 
are used in crafts, saying, “Once 

they are dry, you can use them 
like a piece of wood.”

She uses a wood burner or 
stains them and makes engrav-
ings to create designs on the 
gourds. Hubler added she uses 
gourds she grows herself.

Hubler also said that work-
ing with gourds requires proper 
ventilation, as the gourd dust 
can be “bad for your lungs.”

The preparation process for 
her materials, she said, takes 
place in the summer. Then, in 
the winter, Hubler has her “cre-
ative time.”

For those wanting to learn 
about the craft and try it 
themselves, Hubler said that 
research is key. Beginners 
can find numerous resources 
online to both learn the craft 
as well as to hone their skills. 
However, Hubler said, websites 
and other resources should be 
a source of inspiration, not dis-
couragement.

“There’s no wrong way to do 
this,” she said. “You can’t get dis-
couraged by someone making it 
look harder than it is. You can’t 
make a mistake. This is yours.”

These are 
examples of 

centers for 
future baskets.

Above are pine needles that Hubler has 
processed and dyed for her crafts.

Hubler has recently 
begun adding 
pendants to her 
wide array of crafts.
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Please thank Belinda Baldwin, of Leesburg, 
for the terrific sugar cream pie recipe 

printed in the November/December issue! 
I’ve already baked two pies using that recipe, 
and they turned out great. I love Salt maga-

zine; it makes me feel part of a big neighbor-
hood. Please keep up the good work.

Dear salt 
magazine,

What’s on our readers’ minds …

Share your thoughts with us at 
amcgeesterrett@aimmediamidwest.com.

— Cindy Liming, of Xenia

Tissot’s Home Center
206 N. ELM ST., HILLSBORO, OH 45133

(937) 393-4275

IF YOU ARE LOOKING 
FOR GREAT SELECTION, 

GREAT HELP, AND
INSTALLATION, 

STOP IN AT TISSOT’S 
IN HILLSBORO

Flooring  

 Wallpaper  

Paint 

Braided 
Rugs

 Blinds

 Cabinets

MONDAY - FRIDAY 
7:00 A.M. - 5:00 P.M.

SATURDAY
7:00 A.M. - 12 P.M.

HOURS:

CLOSED SUNDAY
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Fayette County Travel & Tourism Bureau 
(800) 479-7797 

www.fayettecountyohio.com

SHOP.
Tanger Outlets
Antique Stores

Unique Shopping

EXPLORE.
Beautiful Golf Courses

Community Parks
Geocaching

Historic Fayette County Museum

Historic Fayette County Court House
New Dog Park

Scott Antique Markets
Tri-County Triangle Bike Trails

DINE.
Enjoy one of our unique area restaurants 
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Saving money is important.  
That’s why you can count on  
me to get you all the discounts  
you deserve.
GET TO A BETTER STATE™. 
CALL ME TODAY.

Shift into 
savings.

Get discounts up to

1101222.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

*Discounts vary by state.

35% *Carrie Zeigler, Agent
40 S Mulberry Street

Wilmington, OH  45177
Bus: 937-382-4789

www.carriezeigler.com
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Story by Michelle Stein
Winter in Ohio has a way of bringing out the cabin fever — 

especially when the excitement of the holiday season dies down 
and there are no more special gatherings to look forward to. But 
that doesn’t mean we should be resigned to staring longingly 
out our windows, counting down the days until spring. There’s 
plenty of ways parents and grandparents or aunts and uncles 
can spend quality time together with children during these long 
winter days. Here are some ideas to get you started:

Winter fun for the 
kiddos — and you

Build a snowman. And just try to keep your-
self from singing, “Do You Want to Build a 
Snowman?” from the movie “Frozen.” I dare you. 

Seriously, though, this is fun family 
project if you’re working with the right 
kind of snow (and warm gloves.)

Let your little ones help 
you shovel snow. Or, 
simply bundle them up 

and allow them to tromp around 
in the white stuff while you’re 
shoveling. It’s productive, it 
burns calories and it’s fun — at 
least for the kiddos, that is.

Play a board 
game/card game. 
Sorry, Connect 
4, Monopoly, 

Uno, Checkers, Chutes and 
Ladders, Go Fish — heck, 
teach them Solitaire or Bridge. 
It doesn’t really matter, as long 
as you’re making memories 
together as a family.

Go for a winter walk. It could be around 
your neighborhood, through a park, any-
where, really. Just bundle everyone up, 
leash up the dog and get moving!

Take a fitness class 
together. Hit up your 
local YMCA and sign 
up for a class to get 

that blood pumping this winter. 
From group exercise classes, swim 
lessons, gymnastics, basketball, 
cycling and more, there’s some-
thing for everyone.

1

2
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GAME TIME
If you’re having a hard time 
figuring out where to start 
on this list, here’s a tip: 
Write down each activity on 
a popsicle stick (or a piece 
of paper), and whenever 
the kiddos start in with, 
“I’m bored,” have them ran-
domly select an activity. You 
could even throw in a few 
household chores for good 
measure, but with a twist 
— like “vacuuming dance 
party,” or “sock matching 
game.” Hey, no one said 
housework couldn’t be fun.Visit an indoor 

water park. 
Kalahari and 
Great Wolf 

Lodge in Sandusky are both 
great indoor water parks in 
Ohio. Granted, this idea isn’t 
exactly the cheapest way to 
pass the time, but it could 
make for a fun weekend get-
away. And hey, you might 
almost forget it’s the middle 
of winter as you’re enjoying 
water slides and pool fun.

Let out some energy at an indoor play 
area. If you’d rather avoid the harsh ele-
ments, this can be a great alternative to 
playing outside during the winter months. 

It can even be free if you hit up a local McDonald’s 
or a mall that has a play area. If 
you’re willing and able to spend 
some money, though, there are 
indoor places with inflatables 
for the kiddos to burn off 
some energy. And hey, there’s 
always that trusty standby: 
Chuck E. Cheese’s.

Go bowling. Grab 
the kids and head 
out to the nearest 
bowling alley to 

show off your skills (or lack 
thereof). Either way, it’s bound 
to be a hoot. Be sure to ask 
for bumpers and ball ramps 
for the little ones. Many loca-
tions sell pizza and/or have an 
arcade, so you can really make 
an afternoon out of it.

Make snow angels. 
It’s funny how such a 
simple thing can bring 
so much joy. But there’s 
just something about 
plopping down in a pile 

of fresh snow and creating an angel that’s 
irresistible — no matter how young or old 
you happen to be.

Make a hot cocoa 
bar. Collect dif-
ferent types of 
hot chocolate and 

gather up the whipped cream, 
marshmallows, chocolate/cara-
mel syrup, peppermint sticks 
and other fun toppings and 
voila — a fun (and delicious) 
way to spend time as a family.

Go sledding. Find a (safe) hilly place, bring 
a sled and have at it. Just make sure to lay 
some ground rules so no one gets hurt.
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• Several cups of fresh snow*
• Milk or cream
• Flavoring, vanilla or your choice

Gather clean snow. There are two meth-
ods, so use your judgment: Place a big bowl 
outside before a snowfall is expected. Snow 
will fall directly into your container. Or, head 
outside with your bowl and simply scoop up 
some of that fresh snow shortly after it has 
fallen.

Bring your bowl of snow inside and add 
milk or cream, little by little, stirring well 

after each addition. The snow freezes the 
milk and it will seize up into “ice cream” 
when the correct ratio is reached.

*The definition of clean varies. You’ll want 
to avoid the areas under trees, as there may 
be leaves or bark present. Just gather the 
top layer, as the dirt factor increases the 
closer you get to your grass. If the very idea 
of this makes you a bit squeamish, that’s OK. 
Crack open a fresh container of ice cream 
you’ve purchased.

Have movie 
night. Make 
some popcorn 
and settle in 

with some cozy pajamas for a 
movie with the family. You can 
watch a flick you already own, 
or grab a movie from Redbox, 
Family Video (they have a 
section of free kids movies!), 
Amazon, Netflix, etc.

Visit a museum. It’s perfect way 
to get out of the house during 
those dreary days of winter. Many 
museums even have interactive 
components suited for children.

Go ice skating. Channel your inner 
Olympic figure skater and head out to the 
nearest ice rink. (Maybe invest in some 
knee/elbow pads before trying anything 
too fancy.) And hey, if ice isn’t your thing, 
try roller skating at a local rink.

Learn something new 
together. An instrument. 
A foreign language. A 
hairstyle. A craft. A 

recipe. Let an expert family mem-
ber, cooking magazine or 
YouTube be your guide.

Read a book together. Toddlers and pre-
schoolers might already be used to hav-
ing books read aloud to them. But don’t 

underestimate the power of reading 
aloud to older kids. If you find the 
right story, you might just turn 
them on to some of your favorites. 
Your local library has endless possi-
bilities for books — plus, oftentimes 
there will be activities and events 
just for kids.

Snow Ice Cream
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Baked Fresh - On the Farm
Savor the taste of “made from scratch”

Open Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 6 p.m. Saturday 8a.m. - 5 p.m. • Closed Sundays
4918 St. Rt. 41-S, Bainbridge, OH

Now featuring
FRESH MADE REUBEN SANDWICHES
Fresh Ground Coffee • Brownies • Apple Fritters
Pies • Dinner Rolls • Cookies • Fry Pies • Donuts
Cinnamon Rolls • Pumpkin Rolls • Breads • Cakes

    Hand 
      Tossed
       Hot
  Pretzels
       Daily

       the
  Pretzel
Sandwiches

try(

40994472

Artistic Wedding, 
Event & 

Portrait Photography

Visit us online today 
for details about our 
wedding packages, 

client comments or to 
view our photo gallery.

Jessica Everhart Photography

Every Detail.
Every Memory.
Forever Yours.

Jessica Everhart PhotographyJessica Everhart Photography
Leesburg, Ohio • 937-728-0493

www.jhartphotos.com
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‘open to all’
Carnegie libraries a piece of history 

and a testament to generosity

Story by Sarah Allen

Most communities hardly seem complete without a library. 
From the childhood joy of a first library card to the programs 
and events that keep patrons learning throughout adulthood, 
libraries have become staples of the cities they serve.

However, this was not always the case. The resources need-
ed to fund a library were not always readily available.

But then there was Andrew Carnegie, the celebrated indus-
trialist and philanthropist who changed all of that. His dona-
tions ensured that communities around the world would have 
access to libraries, and many of those aptly named Carnegie 
libraries are here in Ohio.

Wilmington Public Library Director Nancy Ehas described 
Carnegie’s connection to libraries. An immigrant from 
Scotland, she said, Carnegie did not have money for a for-
mal education. However, he lived near a man, Colonel James 
Anderson, who opened his personal library every Saturday 
to the children in Carnegie’s neighborhood. Because of that, 
Carnegie was inspired to ensure similar opportunities himself 
if ever he could.

And that is precisely what he did — over and over and over again.
The Wilmington Public Library was opened June 30, 1904. 

Carnegie donated a total of $12,500 to the project.
And while she said that, with time, fewer people nowadays 

know about the historical significance of their library, she said 
that, when they learn of it, they “think it’s wonderful” and are 
“just amazed” at the generosity of one man.

“In any community, a library provides a place for people 
to further their education, and the people here seem to really 

appreciate their library,” Ehas said. “They value it.”
Over 100 Carnegie libraries were ultimately built in Ohio. 

And while some are no longer used for their original purpose or 
have since been demolished, there are still many that remain.

The Greenville Public Library is one such place. According 
to the library’s website, the building’s cornerstone was laid 
Oct. 30, 1901, and the building was dedicated March 19, 
1903. Carnegie furnished $25,000 toward the project, with 
$3,610 donated by local businessman Henry St. Clair and 
$7,175 by the Greenville School Board. In all, $35,785 was 
donated to give the town of Greenville their own library.

Like all modern libraries, Greenville’s is like a “community 
center,” said director John Vehre.

“We’re not tombs anymore,” Vehre added. “You won’t find 
many librarians going around shushing people.”

Vehre described the “tremendous” impact Carnegie had on 
Greenville and other communities.

At the turn of the century, tax structures were “iffy” for 
libraries, Vehre explained. “(For) a lot of communities, (funds 
for libraries) were hit or miss.” He said that, often, the money 
simply would not have been there without Carnegie.

His donations, Vehre added, are even more impressive when 
compared with changing values. His total worldwide dona-
tions, he said, would probably equal about $300 million to 
$400 million nowadays. Most people, he said, would “proba-
bly be surprised that someone would give that much. … Hats 
off to someone who was willing to share that much to people 
he didn’t know in any way.”
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Road Trip
A sampling of locations 

where Carnegie libraries are 
still standing and operating

1. Delphos (Allen County) ...........................................309 W. Second St., delphos

2. Greenville (Darke County) ......................................520 Sycamore St., Greenville

3. London (Madison County) ......................................20 e. First St., London

4. Portsmouth (Scioto County) ...................................1220 Gallia St., Portsmouth

5. Rockford (Mercer County) ......................................162 S. Main St., rockford

6. Washington Court House (Fayette County) ...........127 S. North St., Washington C.H.

7. Wilmington (Clinton County) ..................................268 N. South St., Wilmington

London 
Public Library

Portsmouth Public Library Director 
Paige Williams echoed that sentiment. 
Carnegie donated $50,000 to the 
Portsmouth library, which, Williams 
said, was “one of the largest amounts 
he’d given up to that time.” Nowadays, 
she added, that amount would be equiv-
alent to about $1.4 million.

Carnegie was initially contacted by 
Henry A. Lorberg, a Portsmouth histo-
rian and businessman. Local people con-
tributed monetarily also. Construction 

began in 1903, and the Portsmouth 
Public Library officially opened Feb. 1, 
1906.

Williams said the architecture for each 
Carnegie library varies. As an example, she 
said the Portsmouth library has a stained 
glass dome and ceiling. And, when it was 
built, it even had a glass roof. However, 
that was eventually changed to metal.

Just as all libraries have changed with 
the times, so have the Carnegie ones. 
They have begun to offer different 

materials, such as movies and eBooks. 
And, as the communities around them 
grew, so did they, with additions and 
other modifications. They faced chal-
lenges from flooding to financial, but, 
always, the libraries’ core purpose 
remained: to serve and educate their 
communities.

“Not only is there pride (for the 
library) … being a Carnegie library,” 
Williams said, “but over the door, it says 
‘open to all.’ And it really is open to all.”
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Greenville 
Public Library 

Photos by Erik Marton

The Greenville Public Library 
opened in 1905.

London 
Public Library

Photos by Gary Brock

The London Public Library 
opened in 1905. 
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Portsmouth 
Public Library

Photos by Martin Graham

Carnegie Public 
Library of Washington 

Court House

Photos by Chris Slone

Andrew Carnegie 
donated $50,000 toward the 
Portsmouth Public Library.
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Portsmouth 
Public Library

Rockford 
Carnegie Library

Wilmington 
Public Library

 The Wilmington Public Library opened in 1904.

Photo by Adrienne McGee Sterrett

Photos by Tom Barr
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A Heritage of Caring
Reynolds-Smith 
Funeral Home

L. Eugene Smith & Son
Funeral Home

Wilmington and New Vienna
937-382-2323

www.smithandsonfuneralhomes.com
OH-70020673
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Show us what you’re up to
We’re interested in learning about 

what our Ohio neighbors are making 
in their free time. There’s so much 
creativity happening outside of the 8 
to 5, a way for folks to help with the 
household budget or just express 
themselves in a way their jobs don’t 
ask of them.

Send a photo of a finished item, 
cost, social media info and your con-
tact info to amcgeesterrett@aimmedi-
amidwest.com.

Are you 
a maker?

Harry Noble, Xenia
maryannsgarden@yahoo.com
937-372-3908
Writer of self-published books on 
country living, $5-$15

Amy Jacomet, Troy
Facebook: revelationArt 
by AJ
Flamingo art, 20x16, acrylic 
on stretched canvas, $50

Linda Howell, Portsmouth
740-354-6453 
Pet bed made of old luggage, about $20

Autumn White, Troy
Facebook: The Luster House
Etsy: The Luster House
937-657-4043
thelusterhouse@gmail.com
World map, $85

Tara Hubbard, Lima
Facebook: Cross Your Heart designs
Personalized items, cost varies

Jason Leighton, Beavercreek
Facebook: reclaimed rustics 
(@reclaimedrusticsdesign)
Instagram: reclaimed rustics
reclaimedrustics1@yahoo.com
Five-leg table with chairs, $850

buckeye l  ve
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Rocky Coss
rocky Coss is Highland County 

Common Pleas judge. He and his wife, 
Gayle, reside on a farm outside Hillsboro.

What’s the best movie you’ve seen 
lately, and why did you like it? 

“Dunkirk.” The evacuation of the 
British army was an amazing accom-
plishment. We visited Dover in 2015 
and visited the Dunkirk exhibit at 
Dover Castle.

What’s your favorite way to relax? 
Fishing or doing chores on our farm.

Who inspires you and why? 
As I have matured (meaning old), 

I am inspired by and thankful for 
all of those people who have done 
so much for our nation in the past. 
I think of people such as George 
Washington, Abraham Lincoln, Frank-
lin Roosevelt and all of those men 
and women who have served in our 
military services to protect our nation 

and allow us to enjoy the freedoms 
that have developed over our history.

Spring, summer, winter or fall — 
which do you enjoy most and why? 

Fall. I love the cool crisp air, Ohio 
State football and our annual fishing 
trip to the Northwoods of Wisconsin 
and the Upper Peninsula.

What’s your favorite dessert? 
Peanut butter pie or German 

chocolate cake.

What do you love most about 
your community? 

I love the people because they 
care about their neighbors and can 
always be counted on in time of need 
to help others and the community in 
times of need or problems.

By Gary Abernathy

front Porch 
Profile
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*No obligation to enroll.
Humana is a Medicare Advantage HMO, PPO and PFFS organization and a 
stand-alone prescription drug plan with a Medicare contract. Enrollment 
in any Humana plan depends on contract renewal. This information is 
available for free in other languages. Please contact a licensed Humana 
sales agent at  855-791-4087 (TTY: 711),  8 a.m. – 8 p.m., Monday – Friday. 
English: ATTENTION: If you do not speak English, language assistance 
services, free of charge, are available to you. Call 855-791-4087 (TTY: 711),  8 
a.m. – 8 p.m., Monday – Friday. 
Y0040_GHHHXDEEN17 Accepted

Talk with your local licensed Humana 
sales agent today.

Let’s talk about getting you 
more from Medicare.

Agent Sandy Bartels
(513) 374-6161
(TTY: 711)  
9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday - Friday 
sbartels2@humana.com
www.humana.com/sbartels 

*No obligation to enroll.
Humana is a Medicare Advantage HMO, PPO and PFFS organization and a 
stand-alone prescription drug plan with a Medicare contract. Enrollment 
in any Humana plan depends on contract renewal. This information is 
available for free in other languages. Please contact a licensed Humana 
sales agent at  855-791-4087 (TTY: 711),  8 a.m. – 8 p.m., Monday – Friday. 
English: ATTENTION: If you do not speak English, language assistance 
services, free of charge, are available to you. Call 855-791-4087 (TTY: 711),  8 
a.m. – 8 p.m., Monday – Friday. 
Y0040_GHHHXDEEN17 Accepted

Talk with your local licensed Humana 
sales agent today.

Let’s talk about getting you 
more from Medicare.

Agent Sandy Bartels
(513) 374-6161
(TTY: 711)  
9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday - Friday 
sbartels2@humana.com
www.humana.com/sbartels 

Let’s talk about getting you 
more from Medicare.

Talk with your local licensed Humana sales agent today.

Agent Sandy Bartels
(513) 374-6161
(TTY: 711)
9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday - Friday
sbartels2@humana.com
www.humana.com/sbartels

*No obligation to enroll.
Humana is a Medicare Advantage HMO, PPO and PFFS organization and a stand-alone prescription drug plan with a Medicare contract. Enrollment in any Humana plan 
depends on contract renewal. This information is available for free in other languages. Please contact a licensed Humana sales agent at 855-791-4087 (TTY: 711), 
8 a.m. – 8 p.m., Monday – Friday. English: ATTENTION: If you do not speak English, language assistance services, free of charge, are available to you. 
Call 855-791-4087 (TTY: 711), 8 a.m. – 8 p.m., Monday – Friday. Y0040_GHHHXDEEN17 Accepted

Offering a personal glimpse into 
the lives of notable people in 

our communities
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“We shape our buildings; 
thereafter they shape us.”

- Winston S. Churchill

Photo by Martin Graham
This photo was taken at the 

Carnegie Public Library of 
Washington Court House

One more thought ...
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www.laurelsofhillsboro.com
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