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By Chris Hoppes
choppes@aimmediamidwest.com 

Miami Trace varsity girls basketball coach 
Ben Ackley is still having a bit of a hard time 
believing that his Lady Panthers made it all 
the way to the State Final Four back in March 
of 2017.

The Lady Panthers overcame a four-game 
losing streak and went on a six-game postsea-
son winning streak to indeed advance all the 
way to the Schottenstein Center on the cam-
pus of The Ohio State University for a game 
against Shaker Heights Hathaway Brown.

Brown won the game, 48-40. Then Brown 
was trounced in the Division II State title game 
by Kettering Archbishop Alter, 58-41.

“I don’t know if it’s still completely sunk in, 
all the things that we accomplished last year,” 
Ackley said. “It was a pretty remarkable sea-
son. We had juniors and seniors who led the 
right way. And we peaked at the right time. We 
had kids play extremely well.

“I thought Tanner Bryant played the best 

basketball she’s ever played at Miami Trace in 
the Regionals and into the Final Four game,” 
Ackley said. “Everyone bought into what their 
role was and that allowed us to be successful 
as a group. That’s something we’ve always 
preached here. It’s not about the single player, 
it’s about the whole.

“We rebounded from our four-game losing 
streak and we kind of caught lightning in a 
bottle,” Ackley said. “That was a tough stretch 
there. We broke that skid with a one-point 
win over McClain here. We developed a little 
scar tissue and I think it helped us; it made us 
tougher.

“We re-committed to the defensive end and 
made some adjustments,” Ackley said. “We 
got out of that stretch of games exactly what 
we wanted. They showed us exactly in what 
areas we needed to improve and our staff did a 
good job of adjusting and our kids did an even 
better job of believing in what we were doing 
and working hard and executing it, which isn’t 
always easy.

“(Going to the State) was a blast,” Ackley 

said. “We were very overwhelmed by the sup-
port from our administration, by our fans and 
former players and coaches from all over. It 
was a very humbling experience. I hope that 
one day again, before we are done, we get to 
experience something like that again.”

Miami Trace posted a record of 24-5 last 
season. The Lady Panthers won the final-
ever South Central Ohio League title, going 
13-1. The lone league loss came at home to 
Chillicothe.

Miami Trace defeated Chillicothe at their 
place and also in the District finals, 37-32.

The Lady Panthers defeated Washington, 
Unioto, Sheridan, Chillicothe, New 
Philadelphia and Dresden Tri-Valley to advance 
to the State Final Four.

“I think I said this last year, but, our non-
league schedule this year is the toughest in 
the history of Miami Trace girls basketball,” 
Ackley said.

In addition to playing Reynoldsburg, Ross 
Southeastern and Ottawa Glandorf, Miami 
Trace will host Hathaway Brown and will also 

play at Eastern Brown and at home against 
Fairfield Union.

Other non-league games include North 
Adams, Lynchburg-Clay, Circleville and George 
Rogers Clark out of Kentucky.

The McDonald’s Holiday Tournament will 
feature Miami Trace, Greeneview, London and 
Madison Plains.

“We have also beefed up our scrim-
mage schedule with Lakota West, Newark, 
Pickerington Central and Africentric,” Ackley 
said. “We’ve got the plate absolutely loaded 
for our kids. We thought that would give our 
kids another reason to step their game up and 
work harder.

“North Adams will be extremely compet-
itive,” Ackley said. “They made it to the 
District finals last year. Lynchburg-Clay made 
it to the Regional finals. They got beat by 
Eastern Brown and we go there this year. They 
went to the Final Four last year and they return 
everybody. George Rogers Clark was an Elite 

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald 
2017-18 MIAMI TRACE LADY PANTHERS VARSITY BASKETBALL TEAM — (front, l-r); Becca Ratliff, Victoria Fliehman, Morgan Miller, Cassidy Lovett; (standing, l-r); Aubrey Schwartz, Coach Randy Welsh, Olivia Fliehman, 
Shaylee McDonald, Tanner Bryant, Lena Steele, Tori Evans, Head Coach Ben Ackley and Olivia Wolffe. Not Pictured: Rachael Campbell.

Lady Panthers have strong senior leaders

See LADy PANTHERS BASKETBALL | 6
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By Chris Hoppes
choppes@aimmediamidwest.com 

The Washington Lady Blue Lions basket-
ball program began a new era last year under 
the direction of head coach Samantha Leach.

The Lady Lions finished the 2016-17 cam-
paign with a record of 11-12.

Leach and company are striving hard in 
their preparations for the upcoming high 
school season.

The South Central Ohio League is over 
and done.

Now, Washington High School is a member 
of the Frontier Athletic Conference that also 
features Miami Trace, McClain, Hillsboro, 
Chillicothe and Jackson.

Going from having 14 league games to this 
year, 10 league games, Washington has picked 
up some additional non-league games to fill 
out the schedule.

The Record-Herald caught up with Coach 
Leach prior to the team’s photo day, which 
was followed by the team boarding a bus to 
travel for a scrimmage at Licking Heights.

Washington graduated one senior off of last 
year’s team: Savanna Wallace.

Again this season, Washington has just one 
senior: Maddy Garrison.

Washington will have five juniors and three 
sophomores that, along with Garrison, will 
comprise this year’s varsity team.

Juniors are: Hannah Haithcock, Kassidy 
Hines, Breanna Taylor, Maddy Jenkins and 
Tabby Woods.

The sophomores are: Rayana Burns, 
Shawna Conger and Halli Wall.

“Savanna Wallace was a starter for us last 
year,” Leach said. “She’s the only person not 
returning to our team. We’re going to miss 
her size inside.

“The majority of our team last year was 
very young,” Leach said. “(We had) a lot of 
kids that didn’t have varsity experience. Last 
year, we competed with everyone. We were 
just very inconsistent. This year, our goal is 
to be more consistent.

“A lot of the kids on our roster now have 
experience from last year,” Leach said. “So, 
that’s encouraging to our coaching staff and 
the team, as well. The girls are familiar with 
a lot of the things we are doing. Everyone 
seems to be on the same page.”

Leach spoke a bit about each of her players.
“Maddy Garrison is our only senior this 

year,” Leach said. “Maddy was an aggressive 
defender for us last year. She would come in 
and put a lot of pressure on the ball. We were 
trying to get steals, create chaos. She’s very 
quick and runs the floor well.

“Hannah Haithcock was first team all 

league last year,” Leach said. “She averaged 
very close to a double-double, 17 points and 
about nine rebounds a game. She’s a very 
strong, physical player inside who also has 
the capability to step outside and hit the 
three-pointer. She did a lot of big things for 
us last year and we’re looking for her to con-
tinue that role. She worked really hard in the 
off-season; she played a lot of basketball in the 
spring and over the summer.

“Maddy Jenkins got a little bit of playing 
time last year,” Leach said. “This year, she’s 
going to see the floor more. She had a great 
scrimmage last week at Urbana. She stepped 
up and made some big plays. She knocked 
down some big shots for us.

“Kassidy Hines began the season as a 
starter for us last year,” Leach said. “Then she 
was our first person off the bench toward the 
end of the season. She’s a good shooter; she 
handles the ball very well. She worked hard 
over the summer, putting in a lot of time in 
the gym. She seems to be more confident and 

more aggressive, especially offensively.
“Our guards are very interchangeable,” 

Leach said. “We’re pretty guard heavy. Rayana 
Burns and Shawna Conger (sophomores) will 
be our main go-to girls to bring the ball up the 
floor. If someone gets the rebound in transi-
tion, they’ll just get the ball and go.

“Breanna Taylor is another junior shooting 
guard,” Leach said. “She’s very physical and 
very aggressive. She loves to shoot the ball. 
She put in a lot of time and work over the 
summer. We have four or five girls who played 
AAU and that’s encouraging, just knowing 
they were in the gym working on their skills 
in the off-season.

“Last year, Tabby Woods was a starter for 
us,” Leach said. “She does very well defen-
sively; that’s her role on our team. A lot of 
times last year, she would guard the other 
team’s best player. She moves her feet very 
well, always has her hands out. She does a lot 
of the little things well for us.

“Rayana is a returning starter,” Leach said. 

“She was second team all league last year as a 
freshman. She’s very quick, very athletic. She 
looks to push the ball up in transition. She’s 
tough to keep up with. We’re looking for her 
to lead our team again. She likes to attack 
the rim and it’s hard to guard her first step. 
She’s able to explode off the dribble and that’s 
something that you can’t teach; a player either 
has that or they don’t. She’s very blessed with 
that ability.

“Shawna finished the year starting for us 
last year,” Leach said. “She helped bring the 
ball up the floor; she handles it very well. 
She’s an excellent passer who has a very good 
shot.

“Halli Wall played a lot of j-v last year,” 
Leach said. “She’s a good shooter and we’re 
looking for her to get some varsity experience 
that she didn’t get last year.”

Washington has 20 players in grades 9-12. 
That’s up from 15 a year ago.

“As a head coach, that’s very encouraging,” 

Lady Lions look for more consistency

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald 
2017-18 WASHINGTON LADY BLUE LIONS VARSITY BASKETBALL TEAM — (front, l-r); Halli Wall, Tabby Woods, Joey Pickleheimer, Maddy Garrison, Kassidy Hines; 
(standing, l-r); Shawna Conger, Rayana Burns, head coach Samantha Leach, Hannah Haithcock, j-v coach Corey Dye, Maddy Jenkins and Breanna Taylor. Not 
pictured: varsity assistant coach Mychal Turner.

See LADy LIONS BASKETBALL | 10
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By Chris Hoppes
choppes@aimmediamidwest.com 

The Miami Trace Panthers boys basket-
ball team is coming off a very fine 2016-17 
season.

Last year, the Panthers went 21-4 and 
won the final-ever South Central Ohio 
League basketball championship.

They also advanced to the District cham-
pionship game, where they lost a hard-
fought, 42-40 game against Fairfield Union.

Rob Pittser is returning for his fifth sea-
son as the Panthers’ head coach (it is his 
10th overall as Miami Trace head coach).

Miami Trace had nine seniors last year, 
leaving just two returning players who saw 
playing time last year.

Last year’s seniors were: Blake Pittser, 
DeAndre Pettiford, Tyrae Pettiford, Jacob 
Batson, Skyler McDonald, Tionte Connell, 
Mitchell Creamer, Keondric Bryant and 
Seth Leach.

Pittser and the Pettiford twins were four-
year varsity players for the Panthers. All 
nine were letter-winners.

The seniors were responsible for the most 
wins over any four-year period in Miami 
Trace boys basketball history.

“Their class contributed to 64 wins over 
that time,” Pittser said.

Pittser, the winningest coach in boys bas-
ketball history at Miami Trace, went over 
the 100-win mark last season.

“Cam and Darby, as far as returning play-
ers, had the bulk of the minutes last year,” 
Pittser said. “Those are two we’re going to 
rely on a lot, for sure.

“Darby will be a four-year player for us,” 
Pittser said. “This year we’re going to ask 
him to initiate things offensively. We’re 
going to give him the freedom to handle 
the ball a little more on the perimeter. 

We’re going to put him in ball-screen situ-
ations. It’ll be some different roles for him. 
Whereas he’s been an inside player for us 
and a catch-and-shoot threat on the perim-
eter, we’re going to have him handling the 
ball some and play-making for us some.

“Cameron will play the point for us, pri-
marily,” Pittser said. “He’s a scoring point 
guard. Those two are best in iso situations, 
so were going to play a lot of isolation ball 
this year, which is different than what we’ve 

done in the past. In the past, we’ve shared 
the ball around as much as we can and not 
really care where it ends up; whoever it 
ends up with would make a play for us.

“This year, it’s going to be in their hands 
a lot more,” Pittser said. “It’s going to be a 
lot more high-ball screens, less continuity 
of the offense, letting the offense figure out 
who’s going to score; more ball in a certain 
kid’s hands and here’s an action and that’s 
going to dictate whether we score or not. 

It’ll be more of isolated type of feel. I think 
they’ll contribute a large portion of our 
offense, those two kids, for sure.”

Seniors this year, in addition to Tyree and 
Carter, are: Brett Lewis, Heath Cockerill, 
Dakota Bolton, Matt Fender, Adam Ginn 
and Dillon Coe.

Lewis, Cockerill, Bolton and Coe dressed 
on the varsity last year, but did not see 

See PANTHERS BASKETBALL | 12

Different look for MT after graduating 9

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald 
2017-18 MIAMI TRACE PANTHERS VARSITY BASKETBALL TEAM — (front, l-r); Brett Lewis, Heath Cockerill, Darby Tyree, Cameron Carter, Dakota Bolton, Adam Ginn; 
(standing, l-r); Head Coach Rob Pittser, Coach Tracy Tyree, Coach Jeff Smallwood, Jacob Atwood, Wyatt Cory, Austin Brown, Austin Mathews, Coach Carlos Roberts 
and Coach Cory Patton. Not Pictured: Matt Fender and Dillon Coe.
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Eight team in Kentucky last year. They bring 
everybody back and they have a transfer who’s 
committed to Marshall.

“Southeastern has one of the best players 
in the area in Skeens,” Ackley said. “She’s 
going to play for the University of Dayton. 
Lynchburg-Clay has a guard going to Miami 
of Ohio. Eastern Brown has two Division I 
signees. We play an extremely tough schedule.

“We want our kids to be ready when the ball 
is tossed for the first game of the Sectional 
tournament,” Ackley said. “We want to know 
exactly what we are.

“Over the summer, we did not play as many 
games as we usually do,” Ackley said. “We 
bring back a pretty veteran group with a ton of 
varsity experience. We spent more of our sum-
mer working on shooting and ball-handling 

and skill stuff, rather than just playing games. 
We cut our summer games in half. We’ve lifted 
over the summer. We went to the strength lab 
in Wilmington. That really helped us.”

Seniors last year were Hannah Reisinger, 
Samantha Ritenour and Tori Riley.

“They are all great kids who are now in col-
lege doing great things,” Ackley said.

Seniors this year are: Tanner Bryant, 
Victoria Fliehman, Morgan Miller and Rachael 
Campbell. Bryant, Fliehman and Miller are 
in their fourth season of varsity. It will be the 
second varsity season for Campbell.

Bryant has committed to attend Florida 
Gulf Coast and Fliehman will play basketball 
for Cedarville University, according to Ackley. 
Bryant is 45 points away from 1,000 for her 
career and Fliehman is within 130 points of 
1,000 for her career, according to Ackley.

Juniors are: Cassidy Lovett (third varsity 
season), Olivia Wolffe (second varsity season) 
and Becca Ratliff, Lena Steele and Tori Evans, 
each in their first season of varsity.

Sophomores are Shaylee McDonald (her 
second season of varsity) and Aubrey Schwartz 
(her first varsity season) and there is one fresh-
man, Olivia Fliehman.

“Chillicothe graduated Osh Brown and 
(Shawntel Smith),” Ackley said. “They have 
a bunch of size and athleticism. They are very 
scary. They have a new coach, Coach Beverly. 
Pat Beard is an assistant with the boys team 
now. They’ll be very strong and will compete 
for the league title. They’ll be as good as 
anyone around. They play a tough non-league 

schedule.
“Washington Court House, in my opinion, 

is the team to beat,” Ackley said. “They’ve 
got everybody back. Hannah Haithcock is the 
best post player in the league. She presents 
match-up problems for us and everybody in 
the league.

“Rayana Burns qualified to the state track 
meet in four events (in 2017),” Ackley said. 
“That tells you what kind of athlete she is. 
When she gets downhill, she’s brutal. (Shawna) 
Conger and their wing players can flat shoot 
the basketball.

“Mike (Mychal) Turner is on their staff 
in town,” Ackley said. “Corey Dye is their 
j-v coach. Sam’s (second year head coach 
Samantha Leach) done a great job of putting 
her staff together. They are going to surprise 
a lot of people. They are not going to surprise 
us. They’re going to be good for a long time.

“McClain is going to be McClain,” Ackley 
said. “They graduated Polley and Montgomery 
and Barton. Jarrod Haines will be back as the 
coach. Maddy Stegbauer will be out front. I 
assume she’ll be their point guard. They’ll be 
solid and play great defense. I think they’ll 
be very young and inexperienced in spots. 
They’re the kind of team that’s very scary and 
they will only get better as the season goes on.

“Jackson has the best point guard in the 
league,” Ackley said. “She’s committed to 
Ursuline College. She can really play. They 
probably have the best coach in the league 
in Matt Walburn. He’s as good as they come. 
They are very hard-nosed, tough kids. you’re 

going to have to bring it to beat them.
“Hillsboro had a good off season,” Ackley 

said. “They have a lot of kids who’ll be a lot 
better with another year under their belt. I 
never want to play Hillsboro; they always play 
us extremely tough.”

Ackley spoke for a bit about his seniors and 
what they provide in terms of leadership.

“I’ve been very fortunate since I’ve been 
coaching to coach some incredible leaders, 
both at London and at Miami Trace.

“This is by far the best senior class I’ve ever 
had at one time, as far as leaders,” Ackley said. 
“They lead vocally and by example. We haven’t 
had a bad practice yet and that’s because of 
them. They bring it every single day. We 
couldn’t ask for better ambassadors for what 
we are trying to establish at Miami Trace. As 
good of basketball players as they are, they’re 
twice as good as people. We feel very fortunate 
to get to spend time with them every day and 
coach them.”

Randy Welsh is the varsity assistant coach; 
Kayla Dettweiller is the j-v coach and Shawn 
Grooms will be the freshman coach.

John Persinger will coach the eighth grade 
and Jeff King will coach the seventh grade 
Lady Panthers.

“We want to get better every day,” Ackley 
said. “We want to work as hard as we can work 
and play one possession at a time. We don’t 
want to get caught up in last year. This is a 
brand new year. Last year has nothing to do 
with this year. We strive to be the best every 
single year.”

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald 
2017-18 MIAMI TRACE LADY PANTHERS JUNIOR-VARSITY BASKETBALL TEAM — (front, l-r); Reagan Barton, Aubrey McCoy, Grace Bapst, Krissy Ison, Gracee Stewart; 
(standing, l-r); Coach Kayla Dettwiller, Magarah Bloom, Ella Coe, Aubrey Wood, Piper Grooms, Addy Little and Coach Shawn Grooms.

Miami Trace Girls Varsity Basketball Schedule
Sat., Nov. 25  North Adams  A  5:30 p.m. *
Tues., Nov. 28  Lynchburg-Clay  H  5:30 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 2  Chillicothe  H  5:30 p.m.
Wed., Dec. 6  McClain  A  5:30 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 9  Reynoldsburg  H  5:30 p.m.
Wed., Dec. 13  Hillsboro  A  5:30 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 16  Jackson  A  5:30 p.m.
Wed., Dec. 20 Hathaway Brown  H  5:00 p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 21  Ross SE  A  4:45 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 23  Washington  H  3:00 p.m.
Wed., Dec. 27  McDonald’s Holiday 
 Tournament **
Fri., Dec. 29  McDonald’s Holiday 
 Tournament **
Wed., Jan. 10  Hillsboro  H  5:30 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 13  Chillicothe  A  5:30 p.m.
Mon., Jan. 15  Circleville  A  6:00 p.m.
Wed., Jan. 17  McClain  H  5:30 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 20  Ottawa Glandorf H 1 1:00 a.m.
Thurs., Jan. 25  Eastern Brown  A  5:30 p.m.
Wed., Jan. 31 Jackson H  5:30 p.m.
Sat., Feb 3 Geo.  Rogers Clark (Ky.)  A ***
Thurs., Feb. 8  Fairfield Union  H  5:30 p.m.
Sat., Feb. 10  Washington  A  1:30 p.m.
* times listed are starting times for j-v games
** McDonald’s tournament is at Greeneview H.S., 
beginning at 6:30 p.m.
*** Varsity only, TBA at Ironton H.S.
Miami Trace Girls Jr. High Basketball Schedule
Mon., Dec. 4  Chillicothe  A  5:00 p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 7  Greenfield  H 5:00 p.m.
Mon., Dec. 11  Hillsboro  H  5:00 p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 14  Jackson  H  5:00 p.m.
Mon., Dec. 18  Washington  A  5:00 p.m.
Tues., Dec. 19  Unioto  H  5:00 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 4  East Clinton  H  5:00 p.m.
Tues., Jan. 9  Lynchburg-Clay  A  5:00 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 11 Chillicothe  H  5:00 p.m.
Mon., Jan. 15  Greenfield  A  5:00 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 18  Hillsboro  A  5:00 p.m.
Mon., Jan. 22  Jackson  A  5:00 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 25  Washington  H  5:00 p.m.
7th grade plays first, followed by the 8th grade

From page 3

Lady Panthers 
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Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald 
2017-18 WASHINGTON BLUE LION VARSITY BASKETBALL TEAM — (front, l-r); ball boys Will Miller, Javin Baker, Noah Haithcock, Aiden Osborne; (second row, l-r); Austin Bailey, Dillon Steward, Evan Upthegrove, Miguel 
O’Flaherty; (standing, l-r); coaches Laike Wallace, Ryan Day, Eric Downey; Ross Matthews, Garitt Leisure, Blaise Tayese, Trevor Rarick, Eli Lynch, Drew Moats, head coach Shannon Bartruff and coach Tyler Flora.

Blue Lions young and inexperienced

By Chris Hoppes
choppes@aimmediamidwest.com 

Shannon Bartruff is returning for his sev-
enth season as head coach of the Washington 
Blue Lion boys basketball team.

The Blue Lions placed fifth in the final-ever 

season of the South Central Ohio League 
with a record of 5-9.

Miami Trace won the SCOL last year with 
a record of 13-1.

Chillicothe was second at 11-3, followed by 
Wilmington at 10-4 and Clinton-Massie with 
a record of 6-8.

Hillsboro was tied for sixth with McClain 
at 4-10 and East Clinton was eighth with a 
record of 3-11.

In the tournament last year, the Blue Lions 
defeated Circleville, 53-48. Washington then 
lost to Miami Trace in the Sectional finals, 
44-37 to finish with a record of 8-16.

Washington graduated four seniors last 
season: Griffin Shaw, Kenny Upthegrove, 
Kory Proby and Jarett Patton.

“We’re very young this year,” Bartruff said. 
“We have one senior, Austin Bailey, who 

See BLUE LIONS BASKETBALL | 14
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Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald 
2017-18 MIAMI TRACE PANTHERS VARSITY WRESTLING TEAM — (front, l-r); Zach Tinkler, Graham Carson, Dalton Minshall, Storm Duffy, Mcale Callahan, Titus Lehr, Treven Shoemaker, Shane Seymour; (middle, l-r); 
Wes Gandee, Alex Smith, Gavin Moore, Bradley Yerian, Jaymon Flaugher, Dylan Murphy, Aaron Morris, Jotham Lewis, Alex Boldman (back, l-r); Grant DeBruin, Colin Wolffe, Dalton Bartley, B.J. Anders, Luke Henry, Josh 
Winterbotham, Ashton Curtis, James Munro, Jacob Tinkler, Dawson Wallace, Luke Anders and Jacob Smith. Not pictured: David Sheets, J.J. Puckett, Dylan Arnold, Andrew Amore and Cooper Smith.

Panthers striving for maximum potential
By Chris Hoppes
choppes@aimmediamidwest.com

Ben Fondale, beginning his third season 
as head wrestling coach at Miami Trace 
High School, took time out from working 
with his team to speak to the Record-
Herald about the promise of the upcoming 
2017-18 season.

The Panthers had four seniors last year: 
Thomas Bondi, Jared Fenner, Dereck 
Moore and Chris Powell.

Miami Trace had four South Central 
Ohio League champions last season: Storm 
Duffy at 106, Coby Hughes at 132, Dereck 
Moore and 152 and Jared Fenner at 195.

“We had two State-qualifiers last year 
and they both placed at State,” Fondale 
said. He was referring to Hughes, who 
placed sixth and Fenner, who placed 
eighth.

Colin Wolffe, a senior this year, was a 
State-alternate last season, by virtue of 
his fifth place finish at the Wilmington 
District tournament.

“The goals are different for every kid,” 
Fondale said. “Some kids maybe want to 

make it to the State tournament. Other 
kids might want to win a couple of match-
es at the District and other kids who want 
to place at the State tournament. It just 
depends on the individual.”

Miami Trace also qualified to the State 
Dual Meet tournament at St. John Arena. 
They had the dubious distinction of having 
to square off against perennial State team 
champion, St. Paris Graham, who won the 
Division II State Dual meet tournament.

The Panthers did win two matches 
against the powerhouse Falcons.

The Panthers placed second at the 
Washington Court House Sectional (eight 
points behind Circleville) and were fourth 
at the District behind Graham, Western 
Brown and Circleville.

The numbers for the Panthers are up a 
bit from last year. For the 2016-17 season, 
the Panthers had 28 wrestlers in grades 
9-12.

This year, the Panthers begin the 2017-
18 season with 34 participants.

Miami Trace has nine seniors: Wes 
Gandee, Gavin Moore, Jaymon Flaugher, 
Dylan Murphy, Bradley yerian, Dalton 

Bartley, Colin Wolffe, B.J. Anders and 
Jacob Tinkler.

Unfortunately, Coby Hughes has been 
sidelined with an injury.

Wrestlers returning after being in the 
varsity line-up last year are: Gandee, Storm 
Duffy, J.J. Puckett, Flaugher, Murphy, 
Moore, James Munro, Tinkler, Anders, 
Bartley and Wolffe.

“One thing that’s a little bit unique is 
that we have nine seniors,” Fondale said. 
“In wrestling, it’s hard to keep that many 
guys together for four straight years. you 
could start out with 10 freshmen and the 
next year, there might only be eight come 
out. Then, the following year, there might 
only be six come out.

“The fact that we have nine seniors who 
decided to stick it out for all four years 
means we have a lot of leaders in the 
room,” Fondale said. “We have a lot of kids 
with a strong work ethic in the room. The 
guys in the room look out for each other. 
A lot of these guys have wrestled for us all 
the way since seventh grade. They have a 
lot of shared memories and a lot of shared 
wrestling experience with each other. I’m 

glad that they all decided to come out and 
finish one more year.”

Freshmen for the Panthers are: Luke 
Henry, Luke Anders, Ashton Curtis, 
Treven Shoemaker, Shane Seymour, 
Mcale Callahan, Jacob Smith, Alex Smith, 
Graham Carson, Cooper Smith, Titus Lehr 
and Dalton Minshall.

“There are a few of those kids who 
have been wrestling since first or second 
grade,” Fondale said.

Sophomores for Miami Trace are: 
Storm Duffy, David Sheets, Zach Tinkler, 
Grant DeBruin, Dawson Wallace, Josh 
Winterbotham, J.J. Puckett and Aaron 
Morris.

Juniors are: Dylan Arnold, Jotham 
Lewis, James Munro, Andrew Amore and 
Alex Boldman.

The Panthers open the 2017 portion of 
the season by competing in the Cambridge 
Invitational on Dec. 2.

Miami Trace has FAC dual meets at 
Jackson on Dec. 7 and at home against 
Hillsboro on Dec. 14.

See MIAMI TRACE WRESTLING | 17



WINTER SPORTS 2017Record-Herald Thursday, November 30, 2017    9

By Chris Hoppes
choppes@aimmediamidwest.com 

Louis Reid, now in his 17th season as 
Washington Blue Lion wrestling coach, is 
working his competitors strenuously in prepa-
ration for the 2017-18 season.

The Blue Lions had three South Central 
Ohio League weight class champions in 2017: 
seniors Tre Thomas (126) and Trevor Hicks 
(285) and junior Zane Nelson (145).

Clinton-Massie won the final-ever SCOL 
wrestling title, followed by Miami Trace in 
second and the Blue Lions in third.

Wilmington was fourth, then came Hillsboro 
in fifth, McClain in sixth place and Chillicothe 
and East Clinton were tied for seventh.

“Last year, we were a pretty strong team,” 
Reid said. “It was either the eighth or ninth 
year that we’ve been in the top three in the 
league.

“Obviously, we were hoping to finish the 
SCOL with the title and we finished third,” 
Reid said. “It was a good finish for our team 
because we were a young team. We’re still 
a pretty young team again this year. Tre 
Thomas won his second title, Zane Nelson 
won his first and Trevor Hicks won his second 
title.”

The Blue Lions hosted the Division II 

Sectional tournament and placed fifth out of 
11 teams with 110 points.

Circleville won the Sectional, followed by 
Miami Trace, Logan Elm and Clinton-Massie.

Unioto was sixth, Hillsboro was seventh 
and Wilmington was eighth.

Rounding out the field were Waynesville 
(ninth), Bellbrook (10th) and McClain was 
11th.

“Trevor, Zane, Chris Conger and Levi Clay 
all qualified to the District meet last year,” 
Reid said.

At the District meet held at Wilmington 
High School, the Blue Lions placed 10th out 
of 49 schools with 51 points.

St. Paris Graham, as they always do, domi-
nated the District, scoring nearly twice as 
many points (321.5) as second place Western 
Brown (164).

Circleville was third (96) and Miami Trace 
was fourth (66).

Massie was ninth, Hillsboro was tied for 
14th, Wilmington placed 20th and McClain 
was 35th.

Hicks won the District title with a pin over 
Lane Cluff of Hillsboro in the finals at 285.

Nelson was fifth at the District with a 13-6 
decision over Damion Williams of Urbana.

Conger placed sixth at 152 pounds, being 
pinned by Dylan Knotts of Indian Lake in the 

match to see who would be the State alternate 
from the Wilmington District.

“Levi Clay was two matches from qualifying 
to State,” Reid said. “And Trevor qualified to 
the State meet.

“We had a pretty successful year,” Reid 
said. “We won our first-round match in the 
State duals and then we lost to Trace in the 
Regionals finals.

“This year, we have eight seniors,” Reid 
said.

Seniors for 2017-18 are: Austin york (220), 
Chris Conger (160), Zane Nelson (152), 
Adrian Butterbaugh (285), Levi Clay (120), 
Alan Bailey (170), Courtney Walker (106) 
and statistician Jaelyn Mason.

“Those are our seniors that should be in the 
lineup, our returning wrestlers,” Reid said. 
“We’re looking for big things from them. Our 
entire lineup (14 weight classes) is going to 
be filled, once again.

“Chris Conger and Zane Nelson are our 
highest-returning District place winners,” 
Reid said. “We’re looking for them to make 
that next jump and make it to State.

“Alan Bailey took a year off and he’s back 
and he’s looking pretty good,” Reid said. “I’m 
really happy with the way the team is gelling 
together. We’re really young. We have any-
where between five and seven freshmen and 

sophomores in the lineup, so, that makes us 
young. We’re looking toward the end of the 
year where our goal is to be top two in the 
league in the new FAC.

“Some of the other people we’ll be looking 
for to step up in the lighter weights include 
freshman Jordan Rohrer,” Reid said. “He’ll 
probably be wresting at 113.

“Junior Collin George, each year he’s 
improved a little more,” Reid said. “Collin 
placed at the Sectional his freshman year. 
Last year he didn’t place, but he increased the 
number of wins that he had. He’s looking to 
take that next step and make it to the District. 
We’re looking for big things from Collin this 
year.

“Will Baughn won a lot of matches last 
year,” Reid said. “We’re looking for him to 
possibly make an impact at 145 pounds.

“Jay Fettig wrestled his freshman year and 
was pretty successful for us,” Reid said.

“Zyon Wilson, at 126 or 132, we’re looking 
for him to have some success for us, too,” Reid 
said. “Collier Brown (sophomore, 182) placed 
at the Sectional last year. At 195, sophomore 
Jamie McCane (Brown and McCane) both 
had pretty successful football seasons, so, 
we’re looking for that to carry over in wres-

See BLUE LIONS WRESTLING | 18

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald 
2017-18 WASHINGTON BLUE LION WRESTLING TEAM — (front, l-r); Donnavon Mason, Chris Krause, Jordan Rohrer, Will Baughn, Levi Clay, Alan Bailey, Courtney Walker, Samuel Willis; (middle, l-r); coach Marlin Ellis, 
statistician Jaelyn Mason, Chris Nichols, Zyon Wilson, Wyatt Pfeifer, Dylan Moore, Jared Kuhn, Jay Fettig, Chase Mallow, Austin York and coach Trevor Patton; (back, l-r); coach Roger Wilson, Chris Conger, Jamie McCane, 
Collier Brown, Zane Nelson, Adrian Butterbaugh, Collin George, Wes Frazier, Kalub Wilkerson and head coach Louis Reid. Not pictured: Andreas Utrea.

Blue Lions: ‘Set the bar high’
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Leach said. “My goal for next year is to have 
a freshman team and get even more girls 
involved in our program. We’re excited with 
the girls we have on the reserve team. There’s 
a lot of talent there; a lot of kids who work 
hard and just enjoy basketball. Our j-v team 
performed very well last year.

“I’m just excited for this year,” Leach said. 
“I know that they’ve been through a lot of the 
things that they’re going to face this year.”

Leach gave her thoughts on the competi-
tion in the Frontier Athletic Conference.

“I will say that I don’t know a lot about 
Jackson, since they are new to our league,” 
Leach said. “I saw them play once over the 
summer at one of our shoot-outs; we didn’t 
play them.

“McClain lost three pretty good players 
last year; (Taylor Polley, Beth Montgomery 
and Malea Montavon),” Leach said. “Coach 
Haines does a great job with those girls. They 
are a strong and physical team. I look for 
them to be a tough game. We lost to them 
twice last year in close games (31-28 and 
50-46). I believe in both games we trailed, 
but kept fighting to cut that lead. We had 
our opportunities, but were never able to 
overcome.

“I think Miami Trace is going to be the team 
to beat this year,” Leach said. “Obviously, 
last year, they were very successful (win-
ning a Regional championship and leading 
Hathaway Brown by eight points at halftime 
in the State semifinals before falling, 48-40.)”

Washington fell to Miami Trace at home, 
39-32 and then lost at MTHS, 51-42 before 
losing again to the Lady Panthers in the 
Sectional tournament, 55-34.

“We got into some foul trouble that hurt 
us against Trace during the regular season,” 
Leach said. “They have a lot of talent and 
experience. They have two seniors (Tanner 
Bryant and Victoria Fliehman) going to play 
basketball in college. They’re going to be a 
tough match-up, definitely. I think that’s what 
makes them the team to beat. But, I also think 
that adds a lot more pressure because of the 
success they had last year.

“The did graduate their post player 
(Samantha Ritenour) and their point guard 
(Hanna Reisinger),” Leach said. “They were 
a core part of their success last year.

“Hillsboro might have graduated one or 
two,” Leach said. “We beat them both times 
last year by a fair amount.

“I look for Chillicothe to be tough, as well,” 
Leach said. “They’re going to miss (Osh) 
Brown inside, just her presence in the paint. I 
don’t know their new coach but I know there 
is a lot of talent on that team.”

Leach then took a look at the non-league 
side of the schedule.

“We have a lot of new non-league games,” 

Leach said. “I worked really hard putting the 
schedule together.

“We actually have more non-league than 
league games this year,” Leach said. “We open 
up with Circleville. We beat them last year at 
their place. That was a big win for us last year 
at the end of our season. I believe they gradu-
ated five seniors last year. They have a lot of 
young girls, just not a lot of experience. They 
have a great coaching staff.

“Bishop Hartley is new on our sched-
ule,” Leach said. “When putting together the 
schedule, I wanted at least one, maybe two, 
Division One schools on there. We you are 
seeded (for the Sectional) at the end of the 
season, they count how many Division One 
schools, how many Division Two schools, 
how many Division Three schools.

“I saw them play over the summer,” Leach 
said. “They are a very tough team, very ath-
letic, very quick. I think it’ll be a fun game. 
It’ll be something new for us, going up to 
Columbus.

“We played Unioto last year,” Leach said. 
“We lost to them. We were up by 13 to start 
the fourth quarter. That was a tough one. We 
missed a ton of free throws in that game and 
it really killed us. Last year they were really 
young, too.

“Lynchburg-Clay has a girl who has com-
mitted to Miami of Ohio,” Leach said. “She’s 
a junior. She can score so well. She handles 
the ball well. She’s strong and she’s able to fin-
ish with contact. She can also shoot from the 
outside. They went to the Regionals last year.

“We played Leesburg (Fairfield High 
School) last year,” Leach said. “We beat them 
at their place. They have one really talented 
scorer. They look to her for just about every-
thing. Almost every play is run through her. 

They are a scrappy team.
“Springfield Shawnee is new to our sched-

ule,” Leach said. “I don’t know a lot about 
them.

“We played Grove City over the summer,” 
Leach said. “you never know who’s all there 
from their team. We were missing some of 
our girls, too. I think it’ll be a good match-up. 
I don’t know a ton about them.

“Waverly is new to our schedule, as well,” 
Leach said. “I saw them play in the tourna-
ment last year. I don’t really know who’s 
coming back or what kind of team they’ll be.

“Huntington will come to us this year,” 
Leach said. “We beat them last year at their 
place. Another very scrappy team. They hus-
tle and get after it on the defensive end.

“North Adams was a big win for us 
last year,” Leach said. “They had a lot of 
size inside. I know they made it to the 
District finals last year.” North Adams lost 
in the Division III District finals to Albany 
Alexander by three points.

Washington will play Chesapeake in the 
Ironton Shootout on Feb. 3.

“Ironton’s coach reached out to us to see 
if we would be interested in participating,” 
Leach said. “I know Miami Trace is in the 
Ironton Shootout, as well.

“Ross Southeastern has the Skeens girl,” 
Leach said. “She’s going to play for Dayton. 
She’s just a very talented player.”

Leach will have two new coaches working 
with her this season.

Mychal Turner will be the varsity assistant 
coach and Corey Dye will coach the j-v team.

Jeff King is coaching the seventh grade 
at Miami Trace this year and Lauren King’s 
work schedule caused her to step down, as 
well.

“Mychal has been around basketball for 
years,” Leach said. “I have a lot of respect 
for him. He coached me in high school. He 
knows a lot about basketball. He graduated 
from Court House, but I believe this is his 
first coaching job here.

“Corey has put a lot of time and effort into 
our little league program,” Leach said. “Last 
year, he coached the sixth grade team. He 
used to coach middle school boys, I believe, 
years ago. He wanted to get involved. He’s 
great with kids and he’s doing a great job. 
you can tell his heart is in this school and this 
community.

“I’m really excited about our coaching 
staff,” Leach said. “Our seventh grade coach 
is Nancy Coulter. She coached eighth grade 
last year. The eighth grade coach is my dad, 
Greg. My brother, Seth, is helping him out.”

What about goals for the upcoming season?
“Everyday when I walk into the gym, I 

look up at our banner,” Leach said. “Here at 
Washington Court House, for girls basketball, 
our banner is pretty empty. Something we 
talk about is filling that banner, putting years 
up there. That’s something we started to talk 
about last year, but, we were new and very 
young.

“We work for that every day,” Leach said. 
“We had a very full schedule this summer. I 
took the girls to three different shootouts. We 
went to Ursuline College up in Cleveland. We 
went to Findlay and Ohio Dominican. We also 
went to a team camp. The girls put a lot of 
time in over the summer. They worked really 
hard. They put a lot of time into the strength 
and conditioning aspect of it. They were in 
the weight-room a lot.

“They are starting to buy into all that,” 

From page 4

Lady Lions

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald 
2017-18 WASHINGTON LADY BLUE LIONS JUNIOR-VARSITY BASKETBALL TEAM — (front, l-r); Mallory Hicks, Emily Sever, Brooklyn Foose; (standing, l-r); Garren 
Walker, Justice Tyree, Linzy Turley, Taylor Brown, Abby Tackage, Corynn Chrisman, Cloe Copas, Alexia Garcia and coach Corey Dye.

See LADy LIONS | 18
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Photo by Aaron Hammond 
2017-18 MIAMI TRACE GYMNASTICS TEAM — (front, l-r); Abby Arledge, Madison Southward, Victoria Waits, 
Gracie Greene; (back, l-r); coach Chasity Thomas, Grace Rolfe, Debbie Abare, Devan Thomas and head coach 
Susan Holloway.

By Ryan Carter
rcarter@aimmediamidwest.com 

After a couple of years away from the 
Miami Trace gymnastics team, Susan 
Holloway returned to a program that she 
has guided for 20 years.

“I kind of took a little sabbatical for 
two years,” said Holloway, who is also the 
proprietor of Tric’s Gymnastic Academy 
in Washington Court House. “I had retired 
from teaching and wanted to take a break.”

Last season, Holloway returned to a 
young, but extremely talented squad of 
young ladies.

“I knew there were quite a few girls here 
at the club gymnastics that were going to 
be at the high school as freshmen,” she 
said. “So I came back to the team and had 
a nucleus of four freshmen that were tal-
ented and had years of experience.”

This talented nucleus of freshmen (now 
sophomores) consists of Victoria Waits, 
Devan Thomas, Abby Arledge and Grace 
Rolfe.

“They had a tremendous season last 
year as freshmen,” said Holloway. “These 
girls had competed at the club but had not 
been at the high school level or had expe-
rienced the kind of competition for high 
school. There are junior high programs….
we just don’t have one locally. years ago, I 
attempted to establish one and it existed 
for two years. There’s no freshmen team, 
no reserve team, it’s just varsity. So it was 
remarkable what these freshmen were able 
to accomplish last year.”

Lack of recognition for the gymnastic 
program has been an ongoing frustration 
for Holloway, she said.

“There just aren’t gymnastics programs 
in other local schools,” she said. “Whether 
it was the old SCOL (which dissolved last 
year) or now in the Frontier (Athletic 
Conference), there is not a gymnastic 
program other than ours. Therefore, there 
is not the reward of all-league or recogni-
tion like that. Even with the banners in 
the school, there are no banners for gym-
nastics. When you go in for a competition 
and let’s say it’s basketball or volleyball, 
and as a spectator you’re looking up at 
the banners. you’re intrigued by what that 
school has to offer. Miami Trace has had 
a gymnastics program for 22 years now, 
but very few people know it. There’s no 
banner at all because we’re not recognized 
through the league. That’s my frustration.”

To help compensate for the lack of rec-
ognition, Holloway offers incentives and 
personal rewards to her team.

“I set up personal rewards and I chal-
lenge them for personal bests,” she said. 
“It’s much like a track meet where you are 
challenged to beat your personal bests. 
I try to set up incentives for our kids to 
keep them motivated and keep them climb-
ing…the self-initiative to keep pushing 
forward.”

Challenging personal bests and com-
peting at a high level is a given for this 
group of girls. The high score for the 
Miami Trace gymnastics program in its 22 
years of existence was 124.7, according to 
Holloway. In last year’s very first meet, the 
team scored a 119.625 as freshmen. At the 
southwest invitational, the team earned a 
123.9 score.

“After last year’s success and now com-
ing into this year, we have very high 
expectations,” Holloway said. “Along with 
the four we are returning, we’re adding to 
the mix Gracie Green, Maddie Southward 
as sophomores and both girls have years 
of experience in club here at the gym. So 
they’ll fit in nicely with the group. We’re 
also adding a freshman, Debbie Abare. 
Everyone one of these girls have been in 
club gymnastics for years. Our level of tal-
ent is great and I’m really looking forward 
to an exciting season.”

Holloway went through her roster and 
highlighted the abilities each competitor 
possesses and what event they should 
excel in.

“The all-around gymnasts I’m looking 
forward to this year are Abby (Arledge), 
Devan (Thomas) and Grace (Rolfe). I’m 
also looking forward to Debbie (Abare) 
as a freshman in the all-around competi-
tion. New to the team this year is Maddie 
(Southward), a sophomore, and she’s very 
powerful, very muscular, and I believe 
she can help us out on vault and on floor 
exercise. Gracie (Green) is coming back 
from being involved with other sports. 
She has come to a lot of open gyms and is 
working very hard to improve on her skills. 
I’m excited about her floor routine and 
I believe she can help us out on balance 
beam. Victoria (Waits) is another power-
ful athlete and is very clean and poised. 
Balance beam and probably floor exercise 
will be her forte.”

Also competing with this year’s Panther 
squad is an “independent” from Greeneview 
High School, Lizzy Valentine.

“My husband, Mark, and I have always 
been able to offer the high school competi-
tion to any child who might be attending 
this club,” said Holloway. “So the indepen-
dent gymnast, they compete right along 

Miami Trace Gymnastics Schedule
Tues., Dec. 5  U.A./Worth. 
 Kilbourne  A  TBA
Fri., Dec. 8  Big Walnut/
 Olentangy A  7 p.m.
Fri., Dec. 22  Sheridan/Tri Valley H  6:30 p.m.
Fri., Jan. 5  Tri-match at Hilliard   6:30 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 13  Sheridan/DeSales A  TBA
Fri., Jan. 19  Home meet   6:30 p.m.
Fri., Jan. 26  Warhawk Invit. A  6:30 p.m.
Sat., Feb. 3  SCC Invit.  A  TBA
Tues., Feb. 6  Miamisburg ‘B’  A  5 p.m.
Sun., Feb. 11  S.W.I.M A   TBA
Thurs., Feb. 15  Thomas Worth.  A  6 p.m.
Sat., Feb. 17  Quad meet  H  2 p.m.
Sat., Feb. 24  Central Dist. meet   TBA

Expectations high for Miami Trace gymnastics

with us, they participate in team bonding 
with us, and they are part of our team but 
they compete for their school. Lizzy is a 
freshman this year and she’s been in gym-
nastics for 10 years. There’s lots and lots 
of ability there.”

Holloway said she wanted to give special 
recognition to her assistant coach, Chasity 
Thomas, for her invaluable contributions 
to the program.

Reach Ryan Carter at 740-313-0352 or on Twitter @
rywica

OH-70014123



WINTER SPORTS 2017 Record-Herald12    Thursday, November 30, 2017

much playing time, Pittser noted.
“Brett Lewis had a really good summer 

for us,” Pittser said. “He will probably be 
designated to guard the other team’s best 
guard. He’ll take the primary guard defen-
sive role for us. He’ll also play some point 
guard when we move Cameron off the ball. 
After Brett, running the point would prob-
ably be Austin Mathews.

“Dakota Bolton and Heath Cockerill are 
sort of in the same mold, as far as what they 
bring to the table for us,” Pittser said. “Both 
are capable of making shots; both can shoot 
the three-pointer. Both of them are going to 
be relied on to guard a fair amount for us. 
We’re expecting contributions from both of 
those players.

“Adam Ginn and Matt Fender are two 
kids who were not in our program last year,” 
Pittser said. “They were in the program 
from seventh grade through 10th grade. 
Now they’ve come back out as seniors. 
They both bring an inside presence in some 
different ways. We’re going to need some 
minutes inside. We’re experimenting with 
roles for them right now.

“Dillon Coe is a senior who will get some 
minutes as a forward for us as well,” Pittser 
said.

“(Juniors) Austin Brown and Austin 
Mathews will be regulars in our rotation,” 
Pittser said. “Austin (Brown) was our 
leading scorer last year on the j-v team. 
He’s a left-handed post player; he’s a good 
rebounder, a good defender. He’s going to 
play a similar role to what Seth Leach did 
for us last year.

“Austin Mathews is like a two guard,” 
Pittser said. “He has similar skills to what 
Brett brings to the table; he’s quick, he’s 
aggressive, he’s a good ball-defender. He’s 
good at making intangible plays. He’s always 
in the right position. In our first scrimmage, 
he was critical in keeping us together.

“Austin Brown and Austin Mathews will 
log a lot of minutes for us in our rotation,” 
Pittser said. “(Juniors) Jacob Atwood and 
Wyatt Corey will probably split their time 
between varsity and j-v.”

The Panthers won the final-ever South 
Central Ohio League championship in 
2016-17. (The Panthers also won the first 
renewed SCOL title in 2003-04.)

This year, the Panthers are charter mem-
bers of the Frontier Athletic Conference, 
along with Washington, McClain, Hillsboro, 
Chillicothe and Jackson.

“Chillicothe will be strong,” Pittser said. 
“They return their best player, Branden 
Maughmer, who was the quarterback of 

their football team. He will be a load. We’ve 
had trouble guarding him in the past. I 
assume we probably still will.

“They will be structured under Coach 
(Eric) Huffer,” Pittser said. “They’ll be ath-
letic. They will probably be what I consider 
the pre-season front-runner for the league 
title.

“McClain will be similar to what we 
saw last year,” Pittser said. “Coach (Jesse) 
Mitchell will play a fair amount of zone. 
Their guard play will be a little improved 
over last year. They played a really athletic 
freshman last year (Dalton Mischal). He’ll 
be a real athletic force for the next three 
years.

“Hillsboro, I think, will be better,” Pittser 
said. “Their two best guards are back. 
(Head coach) Bruce Miles has been there 
long enough now that he’s starting to get 
some benefit from having implemented a 
system.

“Jackson is a little bit of an unknown,” 
Pittser said. “I did see them play last year. 
They were a little bit young; their guards 
were young.

“Washington Court House should be 
really athletic,” Pittser said. “They should 
be quick. They should be able to press and 
play up-tempo a little bit, I would think. 
Athleticism will be their strength. They will 
be a handful on a given night, to be sure.”

The Panthers have non-league games 
against Waverly, Logan Elm, Lynchburg-
Clay, Circleville, Clinton-Massie, Dayton 
Stivers, Bexley, Vinton County, Ross 
Southeastern and Unioto.

They will also host the McDonald’s 
Holiday Tournament featuring London, 
Greeneview and Madison Plains.

“Travis Robertson is still at Waverly,” 
Pittser said. “He’ll be similar to what he was 
last year. They graduated their point guard. 
They’ll be smaller than he would like, prob-
ably. They’ll play up-tempo. He runs a lot 
of elaborate stuff on offense. Any time you 
play a team like his early in the year when 
you don’t have the benefit of scouting, he’s 
guaranteed to have a lot of elaborate stuff 
from the beginning of the season.

“Us being able to recognize what they are 
doing offensively on the fly and adjusting to 
it without having a bunch of scouting prep 
will be the biggest challenge probably with 
Waverly,” Pittser said.

“Logan Elm with Doug Stiverson, you 
always have to be ready for them, no matter 
what their talent situation is,” Pittser said.

“Lynchburg-Clay (coached by Matt 
Carson) has a really good player back,” 
Pittser said. “A 6-5 kid that can shoot the 
three (Eric McLaughlin, a four-year varsity 
player who averaged 20.3 points and 10 
rebounds per game last season). He’s a col-
lege prospect. They’ll be a real challenge.

From page 5

Panthers
Basketball

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald 
2017-18 MIAMI TRACE PANTHERS JUNIOR-VARSITY BASKETBALL TEAM — (front, l-r); Javin Robinette, Cody 
Brightman, Kyler Conn, Trevor Barker; (standing, l-r); Coach Jeff Smallwood, Jacob Atwood, Dylan Bernard, 
Wyatt Cory and Coach Cory Patton.
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“We added Circleville to our schedule,” 
Pittser said. “They should be a little better 
than last year. They have a second-year head 
coach (Tyler Cassidy). Now that he’s had a 
chance to implement his system a little bit, 
I feel they’ll be better.

“We kept Clinton-Massie on the sched-
ule,” Pittser said. “They have both of their 
big kids back and two of their guards back. 
They’ll probably be as basketball-talented 
combined with athleticism as much as any-
one on our schedule. So we wanted to keep 
them on our schedule in a non-league situ-
ation.

“We’ve added Dayton Stivers and Bexley,” 
Pittser said. “I don’t know what they’ll be 
like. But, having four fewer league games, 
we had to pick up games. They’re both good 
programs and good match-ups for us.

“Vinton County will always be strong,” 
Pittser said. “Coach (Matt) Combs does a 
great job there. They graduated some good 
kids, but he had some really good juniors 
last year. That was one of our better games 
last year.”

Playing Ross Southeastern, at least every 
other year, affords the Panthers the opportu-
nity to play in the Larry Jordan Gymnasium, 
the host site of the boys Division II Sectional 
tournament each year.

“Unioto will be a challenge, as well,” 
Pittser said. “(Head coach Matt) Hoops has 
the Stapleton kid back at point guard. They 
have their big kid back. I imagine they’ll be 
really strong again.”

As for the Panthers’ coaching staff, 
Mychal Turner is now a member of 
Samantha Leach’s staff for the Lady Lions 
of Washington High School. Erik Marting 
also does not return as a coach for the 
Panthers in 2017-18.

Cory Patton (Panthers’ j-v coach last 
year) and Tracey Tyree (Miami Trace’s 8th 
grade coach last year) will be the two var-
sity assistants for Pittser.

Jeff Smallwood moves up from freshman 
coach to j-v coach.

Carlos Roberts is the new freshman coach 
for the Panthers.

Tom ‘Chatter’ Harris will again keep the 
scorebook for the Panthers and Truman 
Runyon returns as equipment manager.

“We haven’t really set goals as far as the 
number of wins and losses yet,” Pittser said. 
“We’re in the process of trying to get guys 
who haven’t played that much in the past up 
to speed with the principles of our program.

“We feel that we have enough basketball 
talent coming back and enough talent mov-
ing up that we can be competitive on any 
given night,” Pittser said. “We don’t really 
look at our schedule and see any dates 
where it’s like, ‘well, we don’t have a shot 
in this game, no shot in this game.’

“While we feel like if we don’t play well, 
probably any team on our schedule can beat 
us,” Pittser said. “If we stick to the plan as 
set forth, and if we play hard and we play 
well, on any given night we can beat anyone 
on our schedule.

“We’d like to challenge for our league, 
like we do every year and we’d like to chal-
lenge for a Sectional and District title,” 
Pittser said. “Those are goals that will 
never go away.”

Washington Boys Varsity Basketball Schedule
Tues., Dec. 5  Circleville  A  5:30 p.m. *
Fri., Dec. 8  Hillsboro  H  5:30 p.m.
Tues., Dec. 12  Chillicothe  A  5:30 p.m.
Fri., Dec. 15  Jackson  H  5:30 p.m.
Tues., Dec. 19  McClain  A 5:30 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 23  Miami Trace  A  1:30 p.m.
Fri., Dec. 29  Adena  A  5:30 p.m.
Tues., Jan. 2  Logan H  5:30 p.m.
Tues., Jan. 9  Lancaster  A  5:30 p.m.
Fri., Jan. 12  Hillsboro  A  5:30 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 13  Gallia
 Academy  A  5:30 p.m.
Tues., Jan. 16  Lynchburg
 -Clay  H  5:30 p.m.
Fri., Jan. 19  Chillicothe  H  5:30 p.m.
Tues., Jan. 23  Logan Elm  A  5:30 p.m.
Fri., Jan. 26  Jackson  A  5:30 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 27  Grandview  H  5:30 p.m.
Tues., Jan. 30  Waverly  A  5:30 p.m.
Fri., Feb. 2  McClain  H  5:30 p.m.
Sat., Feb. 10  Miami Trace  H  noon
Tues., Feb. 13  Unioto  H  5:30 p.m.
Sat., Feb. 17  Springfield 
 Shawnee  H 5:30 p.m.
Time listed is starting time for j-v games
Washington Junior High Boys Basketball 
Schedule
Mon., Dec. 4  Hillsboro  H  5 p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 7  Chillicothe  A  5 p.m.
Mon., Dec. 11  Jackson  H  5 p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 14  Greenfield  A  5 p.m.
Mon., Dec. 18  Miami Trace  A  5 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 4  Shawnee  A  5 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 6  Grandview  H  10 a.m.
Thurs., Jan. 11  Hillsboro  A  5 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 13 London  H  10 a.m.
Mon., Jan. 15  Chillicothe  H  5 p.m.
Wed., Jan. 17  Circleville  H  5 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 18  Jackson  A  5 p.m.
Mon., Jan. 22  McClain  H  5 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 25  Miami Trace  H  5 p.m.
7th grade teams play first, followed by the 
8th grade

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald 
2017-18 MIAMI TRACE PANTHERS FRESHMAN BASKETBALL TEAM — (front, l-r); Caleb Brannigan, Cameron 
Moore, Keegan Terry, Christian Caldwell, Josh Gilmore, Hunter McBee; (standing, l-r); Colin Farrens, Braden 
Osborne, Cyrus Keplinger, Coach Carlos Roberts, Bo Little, Ethan Steele and Logan Rodgers.
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didn’t play last year. He played on the j-v 
team as a sophomore.

“We have four juniors,” Bartruff said. 
“Evan Upthegrove (who was First Team, 
All-SCOL last season), Blaise Tayese, who 
played mostly j-v last year; Dillon Steward, 
who played a fair amount of varsity for us 
last year and Ross Matthews.

“We’re going to depend on quite a few 
of our sophomores,” Bartruff said. “The 
sophomores are Garritt Leisure, Eli Lynch, 
Trevor Rarick, Miguel O’Flaherty, Gabe 
Arazo and Drew Moats. Gabe and Drew 
will mostly play j-v for us.

“We’re young and we’re pretty inexperi-
enced,” Bartruff said. “We graduated four 
starters. We had to depend on sophomores 
last year and we’ll have to depend on 
sophomores again this year.

“Their learning curve is really steep,” 
Bartruff said. “We’re working hard in prac-
tice. The big thing we’re struggling with 
right now is translating the things that we 
need to do in practice and the things that 
we’re getting better at into game situations.

“We’ve played three really good teams,” 
Bartruff said. “We’ve scrimmaged Eastern 
Pike, that was a good scrimmage. They are 
senior-laden and really big. Then we scrim-
maged Unioto and Athens.

“Unioto is really good again,” Bartruff 
said. “They have four of their top five back 
and they’re all seniors. They have some 
nice pieces to fill in.

“Athens is huge and pretty athletic,” 
Bartruff said. “We just don’t have size. 
We’re not a big team. We’re going to have 
to be scrappy, we’re going to have to be 
tenacious on defense, we’re going to have 
to rebound as a team. We have to take care 
of the ball and we have to try and exploit 
what our strengths are.”

What about the new Frontier Athletic 
Conference?

“The league is going to be really tough,” 
Bartruff said. “Chillicothe is going to be 
really good, Hillsboro is going to be really 
good, Jackson is going to be really good.

“I don’t know that we’ve ever played 
Jackson,” Bartruff said. “Maybe in the 
Coach (Gary) Shaffer days. If we would 
have, it may have been in a Sectional some-
where along the line. They’re a bit bigger 
school, so, they may have been Division I 
in some of those years. They’ll be solid.

“I feel like Miami Trace is going to be 
way better than people think,” Bartruff 
said. “They have two of the best players in 
the league. Darby (Tyree), if not a three-
year, is going to be a two-year starter at the 
varsity level. Cam(eron) Carter, the same 

thing. To me he’s one of the best guards 
in the league. He’s got some young kids, 
too, but, they’re going to feed of off those 
two kids.

“McClain is going to be better, too,” 
Bartruff said. “They’re always big, they’re 
always scrappy.

“Five of our first six games are league 
games,” Bartruff said. “Once we get past 
Circleville, we’ll be all the way through 
our first rotation of league play before 
Christmas. We’re literally not even a month 
into the season and we’ve played everyone 
in the league. It puts a lot of pressure on. 
you better come out swinging; you better 
come out ready to go. If you take a couple 
of games to figure out what your team is 
and what you’re doing, you can dig yourself 
a hole quick and there aren’t enough games 
to catch up.

“We just better be ready,” Bartruff said. 
“Our schedule is challenging again. We 
dropped a couple of the big D-I’s that we’ve 
been playing. We’re trying to play teams 
that are a little bit closer, to help out with 
the gate and the travel. And play schools 
that are closer to our size.

“We still have Lancaster, they’re D-I,” 
Bartruff said. “Gallia Academy is a big 
D-II, they’ve got a really nice team.

“Lynchburg-Clay is always good,” 
Bartruff said. “Logan is Division I. Adena, 
we haven’t played them in years. We used 
to always play them.

“We still play Logan Elm,” Bartruff 
said. “We added Grandview, a really solid 
Division III program. They’ve been com-
petitive the last couple of years in the Mid-
State League.

“Waverly is going to be really good,” 
Bartruff said. “They won 17 games last 
year. We normally scrimmage them; we 
added them to the schedule this year.

“Unioto is going to be loaded,” Bartruff 
said. “Springfield Shawnee is really good, 
too. They’re a D-II program. When you add 
our non-league in with our league, we have 
a very competitive schedule.

“We’re going to lean hard on our junior 
class,” Bartruff said. “We need Evan, Blaise 
and Dillon, especially, those three kids 
have the most varsity experience. We need 
them to show up and lead these young guys 
on a daily basis. So far, their leadership has 
been tremendous.

“Our practices have been really competi-
tive,” Bartruff said. “We just make a lot of 
mistakes that young teams make: we turn 
the ball over too much, our transition 
defense, our help defense has got to get a 
lot better.

“We’re going to be as good as their 
leadership is,” Bartruff said. “If they are 
consistent every day and they come in and 
work hard and have good attitudes, then 
our younger guys will fall in line.

“If we make excuses, if we let outside 

From page 7

Blue Lions 
Basketball

noise affect our effort, then that’s when 
bad things happen,” Bartruff said. “We’re 
going to have ups and downs this season. 
We’re just going to have times where we’re 
not playing as well as we’re capable and 
we’ll have other times when we’ll play 
really well. We’re just going to have to work 
through.

“The big thing I’m trying to impart to 
these guys right now is, this is going to be 
a process,” Bartruff said. “We don’t have 
eight seniors; we don’t have kids with a ton 
of varsity experience. Most of these kids 
have played j-v basketball and that’s it. It’s 
a big jump.

“I don’t care if you have a really athletic 
sophomore, more times than not, they are 
mentally not ready for the pace of play of 
varsity basketball,” Bartruff said. “When 
you think in basketball, it slows you down, 
which makes you ineffective. That’s what 
we’re trying to fight through right now. 
(We want to) put them in as many game-
type situations as we can so they can just 
react, they’re not thinking, they’re just 
playing and reacting to what they see in 
front of them.

“Hopefully we can get that in them 
by Dec. 5 (Washington’s season-opener 
at Circleville) and we’re ready to roll,” 
Bartruff said. “And we need to stay healthy. 
It’s not that we don’t have depth, but the 
depth that we have is very inexperienced. 
So, we need our top three or four players 
to play well every night.”

Brent Knisley returns as the varsity assis-
tant coach.

Adrian Parks is new to the staff as a 
volunteer.

Ryan Day, former Lady Blue Lions head 
coach, will be a volunteer coach this sea-
son.

Laike Wallace, Tyler Flora and Eric 
Downey are coaching the j-v team.

Ryan Garrison returns as the eighth 
grade coach and Derek Lyons will coach 
the seventh grade team.

Washington Boys Varsity Basketball Schedule
Tues., Dec. 5  Circleville  A  5:30 p.m. *
Fri., Dec. 8  Hillsboro  H  5:30 p.m.
Tues., Dec. 12  Chillicothe  A  5:30 p.m.
Fri., Dec. 15  Jackson  H  5:30 p.m.
Tues., Dec. 19  McClain  A  5:30 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 23  Miami Trace  A  1:30 p.m.
Fri., Dec. 29  Adena  A  5:30 p.m.
Tues., Jan. 2  Logan  H  5:30 p.m.
Tues., Jan. 9  Lancaster  A  5:30 p.m.
Fri., Jan. 12  Hillsboro  A  5:30 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 13  Gallia Academy  A  5:30 p.m.
Tues., Jan. 16  Lynchburg-Clay H  5:30 p.m.
Fri., Jan. 19  Chillicothe  H  5:30 p.m.
Tues., Jan. 23  Logan Elm  A  5:30 p.m.
Fri., Jan. 26  Jackson  A  5:30 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 27  Grandview  H  5:30 p.m.
Tues., Jan. 30  Waverly A  5:30 p.m.
Fri., Feb. 2  McClain  H  5:30 p.m.
Sat., Feb. 10  Miami Trace  H  noon
Tues., Feb. 13  Unioto H  5:30 p.m.
Sat., Feb. 17  Springfield
 Shawnee  H  5:30 p.m.
Time listed is starting time for j-v games
Washington Junior High Boys Basketball 
Schedule
Mon., Dec. 4  Hillsboro  H  5 p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 7  Chillicothe  A  5 p.m.
Mon., Dec. 11  Jackson  H  5 p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 14 Greenfield  A  5 p.m.
Mon., Dec. 18  Miami Trace  A  5 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 4  Shawnee  A  5 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 6  Grandview  H  10 a.m.
Thurs., Jan. 11  Hillsboro  A  5 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 13  London  H  10 a.m.
Mon., Jan. 15  Chillicothe  H  5 p.m.
Wed., Jan. 17  Circleville  H  5 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 18  Jackson  A  5 p.m.
Mon., Jan. 22  McClain  H  5 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 25  Miami Trace  H  5 p.m.
7th grade teams play first, followed by the 8th grade

Good Luck 
To All Of � e  2017 Winter Sports Participants
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it takes time.
“They need to just keep going at it,” Miller 

said. “Eventually they refine their stroke and 
gain the endurance they need. Then they see 
the results they were looking for.”

Reach Martin Graham at (740) 313-0351 or on Twitter @
MartiTheNewsGuy  

By Martin Graham
mgraham@aimmediamidwest.com 

The Miami Trace High School swim team 
has seen an increase in members for this sea-
son, allowing them to cover more events than 
they have these past few years.

Mary Miller entered her seventh year as 
the head coach of the Miami Trace swim team 
this year and said her team is big and always 
has been. This year though the team has a lot 
of first-year swimmers, according to Miller, 
and the number of boys in the program is 
nearing the same amount of girls for the first 
time since the program was started.

“That is huge for us as we are usually heavy 
on the girls side,” Miller said. “We have been 
trying to drive the number of boys in the 
program up, but this year all of a sudden we 
had all of these boys show up. We have a little 
group of football boys and boys who decided 
not to play basketball. The team will benefit 
from that. I have some very strong kids who 
I would like to see compete, but I don’t have 
anything in my head yet of where I want to 
put anybody. There is a lot of potential from 
returning swimmers though.”

Miller said she even has some new swim-
mers that are showing promise and she is 
excited about that. She said she is also excit-
ed about competing in relays this year. With 
more boys on the team they will now be able 
to have two relays, which are worth double 
points compared to other swimming events.

“We are pretty much still swimming against 
the same teams, because there are only a few 
schools that have swim teams,” Miller said. 
“So we kind of know who we are going to see, 
but we have an exciting new schedule and are 
going to some new places.”

Miller also commented on the change to 
practice times to help align them with the 
Washington Court House swim team. Where 
each practice time for each team used to be 
separated by hours for the past couple years, 
now practices are are held back to back after 
school. She said Katie Kasberg (Washington 
High School swim team head coach) and her-
self really liked this change.

“We did this on purpose,” Miller said. “If 
a kid is unable to attend practice at one time 
they can catch the other practice. The kids get 
along and all ride on the same bus together. 
They are like one big team. So this schedule 
change is really good for both teams and I 
think everyone loves it. But there is a com-
petitive edge to it as well.”

Miller said during practices she teaches 
her kids to not give up and swimming is not 
something a person can master overnight. 
She said some kids get frustrated and think 
they are terrible, but Miller assures them that 

MT swim team grows even larger than before

Photo by Aaron Hammond 
2017-18 MIAMI TRACE PANTHERS SWIM TEAM front row: Carissa Hostetler, Olivia Flerchinger and Andrea Robinson. Second row: Isaac Abare, Destiny Schook, Emily 
McNeal, Mikayla Lehman, Cameron Bucher and coach Mary Miller. Third row: Hunter Rousch, Morgan Leasure, Kiersten O’Dierno, Jessica Camp, Kylie Pettit, Lilly 
Litteral and Kaylee Hauck. Back row: Kahlin Orso, Kody Burns, Austin Conklin, Trevor Throckmorton, Jacob Downing, Christopher Walker and Cole Howland. Not 
pictured: Kate Leach, Tori Morrison, Kennedy Campbell, Josh Liff, Brady Wallace, Jakob Barton, Jaden Haldeman, Addie Braden, Kaitlin Arnold and Malik Jackson.

Miami Trace Swimming Schedule
Sat., Dec. 2 @ Ohio University   noon
Fri. Dec. 8  Oakwood  A  TBA
Tues., Dec. 12  Portsmouth  H  5 p.m.
Thurs. Dec. 14  Chillicothe  H  5 p.m.
Tues., Dec. 19  Hillsboro  A  6 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 6  McClain  A  10 a.m.
Tues., Jan. 9  Chillicothe  A  6 p.m.
Tues., Jan. 16  McClain  H  5 p.m.
Tues., Jan. 23  Hillsboro  H  5 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 27  Dayton Stivers  A  2:30 p.m.

Jim & Mark Chrisman
OwnersChrisman

Conditioning

www.chrismanh2o.com

1020 E. Market St.
Washington C.H., OH 43160

740-335-2620

Good Luck To All Athletes Good Luck To All Athletes 
For Washington C.H. & Miami Trace!For Washington C.H. & Miami Trace!
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By Martin Graham
mgraham@aimmediamidwest.com 

The Washington High School swim team 
coach Katie Kasberg is entering her third 
year and recently explained more about 
the sport and her team to the Record-
Herald.

In swimming, similar to track and field, 
there are multiple events to participate in 
based on how the student would like to 
compete. Whether the student is working 
toward distance swimming, fine tuning a 
particular stroke, or working on “sprint” 
swimming, each student can participate in 
an event that adheres to their strengths. 
Currently the team has 18 girls and nine 
boys that cover a multitude of events.

“Our numbers are up from last year 
which is good and I think the earlier prac-
tice time helps us out,” Kasberg said. “Last 
year we were in a 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. time 
slot and that was late for some of the kids. 
So we have a lot better turnout this year, 
especially on the boys team. I am excited. 

We have a good mix of experienced and 
first year swimmers this year.”

Kasberg said some of her veteran swim-
mers have been working with these new 
swimmers and have been stepping into 
leadership roles on the team. For instance, 
Spencer Minyo, a senior, has been working 
with a particular first year swimmer that 
had trouble completing his laps.

“So the main goal is to shave off time, 
and even though it is a team sport, it 
is very much about individual times,” 
Kasberg said. “We focus at meets on 
technique and time. Overall, swimming 
is about reducing drag and increasing 
propulsion. That is what we want and 
however we can do that, we work on it. A 
lot of time we talk to the kids about keep-
ing their hips up in the water as they can 
increase drag. We work on different types 
of kicks to work on propulsion and getting 
off the block faster and then using that 
propulsion to go as far as we can go.”

Overall, Kasberg said she believes her 
team is going to do better this year than 

last year. She said the team is stronger 
now that they have some more experience 
in the sport and some of the new swim-
mers have a lot of potential.

“I think we are going to be pretty com-
petitive this year,” Kasberg said. “Miami 
Trace graduated a few seniors that were 
big competition for us, but every four 
years you have that turn around going on 
which is going to help us. They have a 
larger team this year though which means 
they will make for some stiff competition. 
Overall we do a nice job. We love swim-
ming with Miami Trace. We travel with 
them and they practice right after us so 
we see them every day. Not only is there a 
good rivalry there, but great camaraderie 
as well.”

Finally, Kasberg said it is going to 
be a little different this year now that 
the schools have moved to the Frontier 
Athletic Conference. She said she thinks it 
will be interesting to see how the season 
pans out.

“Jackson as far as I know does not have 

a swim team,” Kasberg said. “It is unfor-
tunate because we would’ve liked to swim 
against them, but it’s going to be a fun 
season.”

Reach Martin Graham at (740) 313-0351 or on Twitter @
MartiTheNewsGuy

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald photo 
2017-18 WASHINGTON BLUE LIONS SWIM TEAM — (front, l-r); Ashlynn Thevenot, McKenna Garren, Kara Vohra, Casey Ramirez, Reilly Downing; (middle, l-r); Christina Luebbe, Aria Marting, Abi Dunn, Josh Waters, Kristen 
Fickel, Grace Gerber, Preston Hines, Ally Cartwright; (back, l-r); Coach Katie Kasberg, Sierra Peters, Levi Mongold, Spencer Minyo, Faith Kobel, Julianne Bailey, Trevor Minyo, Kyler Runk and Korigan Cline.

Washington Swimming Schedule
Sat., Dec. 2  Athens Invit.  A  noon
Fri., Dec. 8  Oakwood Invit.  A  5 p.m.
Tues., Dec. 12  M.T./Portsmouth  H  5 p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 14  M.T./Chillicothe  A  5 p.m.
Tues., Dec. 19  Hillsboro/M.T.  A  6 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 6  McClain  A  10 a.m.
Tues., Jan. 9  Chillicothe/M.T.  A  6 p.m.
Tues., Jan. 16  McClain/
  Miami Trace  H  5 p.m.
Tues., Jan. 23  M.T./Hillsboro  A  5 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 27  Stivers  A  2:30 p.m.
Wed., Jan. 31  FAC @ McClain   5 p.m.
Sectional week of Feb. 5-10  A
District week of Feb. 12-17  A
Wed., Feb. 21 State meet  A

WCH looks forward to new season
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The Panthers will take part in the 
Archbold Invitational on Dec. 15 and 16 
and after Christmas, Miami Trace will go 
to the Medina Invitational on Dec. 27 and 
28.

“We decided to go back to the Medina 
tournament, because we have a lot of 
seniors,” Fondale said. “Medina’s a pretty 
tough tournament. These types of tourna-
ments help us see what we need to fix, 
where our biggest weaknesses are. We 
want to address our mistakes earlier in the 
season, rather than later.”

The Panthers start off 2018 by hosting 
McClain on Jan. 4, then they go to the 
Logan Elm Invitational on Jan. 6.

“We decided not to go to Beavercreek 
this year and it’s mostly for seeding pur-
poses,” Fondale said. “We’re trying to 
wrestle the competition that we will see at 
the Sectional tournament in order to get 
our wrestlers good seeds. That way, we 
can get them to the District level and even-
tually maybe the State level. That’s why we 
decided to drop the Beavercreek tourna-
ment and pick up the Logan Elm tourna-
ment. At Logan Elm, there are going to be 
a lot of teams we’ll see at the Sectionals, 
so, we want to see that competition earlier.

Miami Trace has another conference 
dual meet, this one at Chillicothe, on 
Jan. 11, followed by a dual against the 
Washington Blue Lions in town on Jan. 18.

The annual MT/McDonald’s Wrestling 
Invitational is set for Jan. 27, then, it’s on 
to Westfall on Feb. 3.

The Panthers will host the first-ever 
FAC tournament on Feb. 10.

The Division II Sectionals are at 
Washington High School on Feb. 23 and 
24.

The following Friday and Saturday are 
the Districts at Wilmington High School 
with the season culminating in the State 
tournament March 8-10.

Fondale addressed the gap in the sched-
ule between the FAC on Feb. 10 and the 
Sectionals that begin on Feb. 23.

“There’s not going to be a whole lot of 
wrestling in February leading up to the 
Sectionals,” Fondale said. “We’ll try and 
take the experience that we gained from 
the tournaments earlier in the year. I feel 
like our kids grow a lot more just being in 
the practice room rather than going to a 
tournament and maybe only wrestling a 
couple of matches. We can get a lot more 
done in the wrestling room, as opposed 
to a tournament. Practices are where 

you develop the skills; you’re there to get      
better.”

When it comes to the league and which 
team has what wrestlers returning, or 
which champions may have graduated, 
Fondale is not overly concerned with that.

“My responsibility is to get Miami Trace 
wrestlers better,” Fondale said. “The 
coaches at any other school have the same 
responsibility as I do, to get their kids 
focused and motivated to reach their maxi-
mum potential.

“I think we have a real shot to get poten-
tially four or five to the State tournament,” 
Fondale said. “It depends on your draw 
and it depends on your focus (the weekend 
of the District tournament). Sometimes 
at the District, you’ll see a kid that’s pro-
jected to make it to State have a bad day. 
Then, there’ll be another kid who wasn’t 
supposed to make it to the District tourna-
ment, but he’ll just have a great weekend, 
wrestles great, gains some confidence, 
finds different ways and finds motivation. 
He peaks at the end of the season and a 
kid like that might make it to the State 
tournament.

“We should get more to the District 
tournament than we did last year,” Fondale 
said.

Coby Hughes won a Sectional champion-
ship last year.

Jared Fenner was second at the Sectional; 
Storm Duffy was also second, as was 
Dereck Moore; B.J. Anders placed third at 
the Sectional; Colin Wolffe was third and 
James Munro was fourth.

Dylan Murphy and Dalton Bartley were 
District alternates by placing fifth at the 
Sectional last season.

“The kids know who they are,” Fondale 
said of those potential District qualifiers 
this season. They know that there are high 
expectations for themselves and for their 
teammates. They have high expectations, 
but, they are also realistic goals.

“When you’re training wrestlers in a 
big group like we have and a big group 
of seniors that we have, it’s not my place 
to tell them, ‘hey, you can’t be a State 
champ,’” Fondale said. “We’ve been telling 
them since the seventh grade, you work 
as hard as you can and you reach your 
full potential. you set goals for yourself 
and there’s no reason you can’t be on the 
podium at the State tournament.

“We’ve seen wrestlers with no experi-
ence join the team and, in a couple of 
years, they’re making it to the State tourna-
ment,” Fondale said. “We’ve seen wrestlers 
with a lot of experience and something 
happens and they end up not making it to 
State, even though they were expected to. 
It’s a volatile sport. Sometimes you reach 
your expectations; sometimes you exceed 
them. Sometimes you fall short by a little 
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bit, sometimes you fall short by a lot.
“you can’t tell the kids that it’s not real-

istic for you to not want to make it to the 
State tournament, to not want to make 
it to the District tournament,” Fondale 
said. “Those are the type of goals you 
should be setting. Everyone in this room 
can make it to the State tournament. you 
have four months. What are you doing in 
that four months? How much work are 
you going to put in?

“There are nine kids in there (the 
seniors) that have grown up with the 
sport and have grown up with each 
other,” Fondale said. “They have been 
with this specific group of coaches. It’s 
a good flow that they know what we 
expect from them as coaches; they know 
what their teammates expect from them. 
They know what to expect at practice; 
they know what to expect when we bring 
them into the coaches’ room to have a 
discussion.

“We spend a lot less time yelling at them 
to work hard so that we can focus more 
on honing in on their strengths and mini-
mizing their weaknesses,” Fondale said. 
    

Miami Trace Varsity Wrestling Schedule
Sat., Dec. 2  Cambridge Invit.  A  9 a.m.
Thurs., Dec. 7  Jackson  A  6 p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 14  Hillsboro, Franklin  H  6 p.m.
Fri., Dec. 15  Archbold Invit.  A  1 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 16  Archbold Invit. A  10 a.m.
Wed., Dec. 27  Medina Invit.  A  10 a.m.
Thurs., Dec. 28  Medina Invit.  A  10 a.m.
Thurs., Jan. 4  McClain, 
  Bishop Fenwick  H  6 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 6  Logan Elm Invit.  A  10 a.m.
Thurs., Jan. 11  Chillicothe  A  6 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 18  Washington  A  6 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 27  MT/McDonald’s Invit. H  10 a.m.
Sat., Feb. 3  Westfall Invit.  A  10 a.m.
Sat., Feb. 10  FAC Tournament  H  10 a.m.
Fri., Feb. 23  Sectionals
  @ Washington H.S.,  TBA
Sat., Feb. 24  Sectionals 
  @ Washington H.S.,  TBA
Miami Trace Junior High Wrestling Schedule
Thurs., Dec. 7  Jackson  A  6 p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 14  Hillsboro  H  6 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 4  McClain  H  6 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 11  Chillicothe  A  6 p.m.
Thurs., Feb. 18  Washington  A  6 p.m.

2574 US Hwy 22 NW,
Washington Court House, OH 43160

Good Luck to all Athletes at 
Miami Trace 

Panthers and Washington 
C.H. Blue Lions
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tling.
“At 220, freshman Andreas Utrea, was a 

junior high State qualifier for us,” Reid said. 
“We’re looking for him to win some matches. 
He’ll be pushed by newcomer, junior Wes 
Frazier.

“At heavyweight, we have Adrian 
Butterbaugh and freshman Chris Nichols,” 
Reid said.

“We want to be top four in the Sectional,” 
Reid said. “We want to be in the top 10 in 
the District. We’ve been in the top 10 at the 
District for the past nine years. And we only 
took four kids last year.

“Trevor Hicks was our fourth District 
champ ever,” Reid said. The others were Riley 
Shaw, Shane Paul and Roger Wilson.

“Roger is back on our coaching staff,” Reid 
said. “We have Marlin Ellis, who is my head 
assistant; Trevor Patton is a new edition for 
us. Those are my coaches at the high school 
level.

“At the junior high, we have Pat McHugh, 
returning for year three, as the head coach,” 
Reid said. “Tyler Beedy, this is his first year 
and Todd Mustain is in his second year.

“We have a really solid coaching staff,” Reid 
said.

Washington’s wrestling room has expanded 
in size thanks to the tearing down of one of 
the walls in the field house on campus.
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“We have a new, larger room and it’s ben-
efiting us,” Reid said. “We’re having to slow 
things down because we’re so young, but, 
once again, we’re looking toward the end of 
the season.

“We’re setting our goals high,” Reid said. 
“Our team theme this year is, ‘Set the bar 
high.’ That’s what we want our guys to do; 
we want them to shoot for league champion-
ships; we want them to shoot to go to State. 
We want them to have a winning record. And 
right now, our guys are pushing; that’s what I 
really like.”

Reid spoke a bit about the 2017-18 sched-
ule.

“We kept Wilmington on the schedule for 
a dual meet at the beginning of the season,” 
Reid said. “It’s going to be high school, junior 
high and elementary.

“Jackson is in our league now, so that’s 
going to be new,” Reid said. “That’ll be a 
first. They’ve rebuilt their program over the 
past few years. I know they have 35 kids in 
their program. They’re pretty solid. Jackson 
is pretty good in most sports. They’ll be a 
tough opponent.

“As will the rest of our league,” Reid said. 
“Our league’s been pretty tough in wrestling. 
Over the past few years, there have always 
been State-quality wrestlers.

“McClain has really improved,” Reid said. 
“They’ll have almost a full line-up and they 
have a lot of experienced guys.

“Miami Trace is the favorite, as they have 
been over the years,” Reid said. “Wrestling is 
always strong out there.

“Hillsboro returns a lot,” Reid said. “They 
return some really good upper weights and 

Washington Varsity Wrestling Schedule
Sat., Dec. 2  Franklin  A  9:00 a.m.
Sat., Dec. 2  Wilmington J-V  A  9:30 a.m.
Tues., Dec. 5  Wilmington Dual  H  6:00  p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 14  Jackson Dual  A  6:00  p.m.
Sat., Dec. 16  Pool style 
  tournament  H  10:00  a.m.
Thurs., Dec. 21  McClain/Tipp Tri  H  6:00  p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 28  Wheeling Duals  A  9:00  a.m.
Fri., Dec. 29  Wheeling Duals  A  9:00  a.m.
Thurs., Jan. 4  Chillicothe Dual  A  6:00  p.m.
Sat., Jan. 6  Nelsonville York  A  9:30 a.m.
Thurs., Jan. 11  Hillsboro Dual  H  6 p.m.
Fri., Jan. 12  Marion Co.  A.  5 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 13  Marion Co.  A  9:00  a.m.
Thurs., Jan. 18  Miami Trace Dual  H  6:00  p.m.
Sat., Feb. 3  WHS  
  Bracket style  H  10:00 a.m.
Sat., Feb. 10  FAC meet
   @ Miami Trace   10:00  a.m.
Fri., Feb. 23  Sectional  H  5 p.m.
Sat., Feb. 24  Sectional  H  5 p.m.
Fri., March 2  District  TBD  5 p.m.
Sat., March 3  District  TBD  5 p.m.
Thurs., March 8 State @ Columbus
Fri., March 9  State @ Columbus
Sat., March 10  State @ Columbus
Washington Junior High Wrestling Schedule
Sat., Dec. 2  Tournament  H  10:00 a.m.
Tues., Dec. 5  Wilmington Dual  H  6:00 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 9  Amanda 
  Clearcreek  A  10:00  a.m.
Thurs., Dec. 14  Jackson Dual  A  6:00  p.m.
Sat., Dec. 16  Nelsonville York  A  9:30 a.m.
Thurs., Dec. 21  McClain Dual H  6:00  p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 4  Chillicothe Dual A  6:00  p.m.
Sat., Jan. 6  Tri-Valley  A  9:30 a.m.
Thurs., Jan. 11  Hillsboro Dual  H  6:00  p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 18  Miami Trace Dual  H  6:00  p.m.
Sat., Jan. 20  WMS  H  10:00  a.m.
Sat., Feb. 3 F AC @ Chillicothe   10:00  a.m.

Washington Girls Varsity Basketball Schedule
Thurs., Nov. 30  Circleville  H 5:30 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 2  Hillsboro  H  noon
Wed., Dec. 6  Chillicothe  A  5:30 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 9  Bishop Hartley  A  TBA
Wed., Dec. 13  Jackson  H  5:30 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 16  McClain  A  5:30 p.m.
Wed., Dec. 20  Unioto  A  5:30 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 23  Miami Trace  A  TBD
Thurs., Dec. 28 Lynchburg-Clay  A  6:00 p.m.
Wed., Jan. 3  Hillsboro  A  5:30 p.m.
Mon., Jan. 8  Fairfield (Leesburg) H  5:30 p.m.
Wed., Jan. 10  Shawnee  A  5:30 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 13  Grove City  A  11:30 a.m.
Wed., Jan. 17  Chillicothe  H  5:30 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 20  Jackson  A  5:30 p.m.
Mon., Jan. 22  Waverly  A  6:00 p.m.
Wed., Jan. 24  Huntington  H  5:30 p.m.
Mon., Jan. 29  North Adams  A  6:00 p.m.
Wed., Jan. 31  McClain  H  5:30 p.m.
Sat., Feb. 3  Chesapeake at Ironton H.S. noon *
Tues., Feb. 6  Ross SE  A  5:00 p.m.
Sat., Feb. 10  Miami Trace  H  1:30 p.m.
* Varsity only
Times listed are starting times for j-v games
Washington Junior High Girls Basketball  
Schedule
Mon., Dec. 4  Hillsboro  A  5:00 p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 7  Chillicothe  H  5:00 p.m.
Mon., Dec. 11  Jackson  A  5:00 p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 14  Greenfield  H  5:00 p.m.
Mon., Dec. 18  Miami Trace  H  5:00 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 4  Shawnee  H  5:00 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 6  Grandview A  10:00 a.m.
Mon., Jan. 8  Chillicothe  A  5:00 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 11  Hillsboro  H  5:00 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 13 London  A  10:00 a.m.
Wed., Jan. 17  Circleville  A  5:00 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 18  Jackson  H  5:00 p.m.
Mon., Jan. 22  McClain  A  5:00 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 25  Miami Trace  A: 00 5 p.m.
7th grade teams play first, followed by the 8th grade
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Leach said. “Realizing, this is what we want 
to do, but what do what we need to do to get 
there. It’s not easy, but I feel like the pieces are 
slowly coming together. The girls are realiz-
ing what it’s going to take. We’re going to get 
there, I believe that. We have a lot of talent on 
our team. I have high expectations for us this 
year. I think we will definitely have a stronger 
season than last year and I think the season 
after this will be even stronger.

“As long as the girls are enjoying it, that’s 
kind of ultimately the goal,” Leach said. “We 
do a lot of things outside, off the court. I 
want to help the girls grow as people, too. I 
think they’re enjoying it. The season is one 
of the longest ones out there and it takes a 
commitment. you have to be ready to make 
that commitment and they’ve been working 
really hard.

“I have high expectations, but, I feel like 
every coach should.”

Photo by Mary Kay West 
WASHINGTON BLUE LION WRESTLING SENIORS — (l-r); Austin York, Chris Conger, Zane Nelson, Adrian 
Butterbaugh, Levi Clay (atop), Alan Bailey, Courtney Walker and Jaelyn Mason.

they have a couple of good lighter weights. 
Their program has seen a resurgence.”

Reid gave a few comments on how the Blue 
Lions fared at some of the tournaments last 
season.

“Last year, out of 42 teams, we were 10th at 
Wheeling,” Reid said. “Trevor Hicks was our 
first wrestler to go undefeated there; he went 
9-0. Zane Nelson was 7-2; Chris Conger and 
Levi Clay both went 6-3 at Wheeling. We were 
really successful down there.

“At Nelsonville-york there were 20-some 
teams last year and we placed fourth,” Reid 
said. “Zane Nelson and Trevor Hicks were 
champs there. We had a pretty good run there.

“We were 10th out of 36 teams at Marion,” 
Reid said.

“At our varsity bracket tournament, we 
were third out of 12 teams,” Reid said.

“We have a lot of young kids,” Reid said. 
“But, we think, by the end of the year, they’ll 
be contributing.”
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Washington Bowling Schedule
Tues., Nov. 28  Chillicothe  A  4:30 p.m.
Thurs., Nov. 30  Miami Trace  H  3:30 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 2  Red & Blue 
 Classic  A  noon
Tues., Dec. 5  Jon. Alder/Miami Trace 
  A  4 p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 7  Jackson/Miami Trace 
  H  5 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 9  Pioneer Baker 
 Bash  A  9 a.m.
Thurs., Dec. 14  McClain/
 Miami Trace  A  4:30 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 16  @ Wright State   TBA
Wed., Dec. 20  East Clinton/
 Miami Trace  A  4 p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 21  Hillsboro/
 Miami Trace  H  4 p.m.
Wed., Dec. 27  Gallia Academy
 /M.T.  H  10 a.m.
Fri., Dec. 29 W ellston/
 Miami Trace  A  10 a.m.
Thurs., Jan. 4  Miami Trace  H  3 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 6 1st  Capital Baker 
 Bash  A  11 a.m.
Thurs., Jan. 11  Chillicothe  H  4:30 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 13  LeElla Baker Bash  H  
9 a.m.
Wed., Jan. 17  East Clinton  H  3:30 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 18  Hillsboro/M.T.  A  4 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 25  McClain/
 Miami Trace  A  4 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 27  Hilliard Bradley  A  11:30 a.m.
Sat., Feb. 2  Jackson/
 Miami Trace  A  10 a.m.
Sat., Feb. 10  FAC @ 
 Shawnee Lanes   10 a.m.
Sectionals week of Feb. 12-17  TBA

By Chris Hoppes
choppes@aimmediamidwest 

The Washington Blue Lion boys bowl-
ing team has known no other coach than 
Mark Underwood as they enter their sixth 
season in 2017-18.

“I’ve been here since the beginning,” 
Underwood said.

It’s not an unusual occurrence for a par-
ent to coach their child in a varsity high 
school sport and Underwood has coached 
his son, Brandon, now entering his fourth 
season on the Blue Lion team.

Brandon Underwood really excelled last 
year, to the point where he qualified for 
the first time to the State tournament as 
a junior.

In front of a capacity audience at Wayne 
Webb’s Columbus Bowl, Underwood 
placed 16th out of 100 bowlers with a 
score of 622. He bowled games of 205, 197 
and 220.

“Brandon was the first Washington 
Court House bowler to make it to State,” 

Underwood said. “It was pretty exciting.”
Underwood feels that his son has 

improved since last season.
“I really believe he’s going to be a 200-

plus average bowler this year,” Underwood 
said. “Especially in this house (Le Ella 
Lanes). He’s stroking pretty well right 
now.”

The number of participants has increased 
for the Blue Lions this year.

“We’ve got 16 kids signed up,” 
Underwood said. “We’re going to have a 
full varsity and a full j-v team, which is 
eight on a team.”

Seniors on this year’s team, in addition to 
Brandon Underwood, are Grant Mustain, 
Denver Fawcett and Chase Spangler.

Juniors are: Steven Butcher, Austin 
Knisley, Shreyanshkumar Maniya and 
Allan Schreckengaust.

Sophomores are: Kylan Rowlands, Trent 
Langley, Hayden Sever and freshmen are: 
Rowdy Hay, Owen Mullins, Dakota Oyer 
and Daniel Roberts.

Last season, Hillsboro won the final-ever 

South Central Ohio League title.
Clinton-Massie was second, Miami Trace 

placed third and Washington was fourth, 
followed by Wilmington and Chillicothe 
tied for fifth and McClain was seventh.

Underwood and Knisley were First 
Team, All-SCOL last year.

Jackson is the newest member of the 
new Frontier Athletic Conference.

“This is their first year of the program,” 
Underwood said.

“We didn’t graduate anybody, so, we 
have our whole roster back,” Underwood 
said. “We have one freshman, Owen 
Mullins, who has participated in the youth 
programs (at Le Ella Lanes) for a number 
of years.

“This is probably one of the deepest 
teams that I’ve ever had,” Underwood said. 
“We’re a good seven deep this year. I figure 
I can play anybody in that top seven and be 
okay. They’re that good this year.

“For us, our goals remain the same,” 
Underwood said. “Obviously, first and 
foremost, it’s to win the league. I’d like 

to see us go into some of these Baker 
tournaments and be competitive there. 
In the past, as far as Baker games, we’ve 
not done well in some of the tournaments 
we’ve gone to.”

In a Baker game, five team members 
each bowl two frames.

In a regular match, one bowler bowls 12 
frames.

“In high school bowling, you can sub in 
and out any time you want,” Underwood 
said.

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald 
2017-18 WASHINGTON BLUE LION BOWLING TEAM — (front, l-r); Rowdy Hay, Hayden Sever, Shrey Maniya, Allan Schreckengaust, Steven Butcher, Dakota Oyer; 
(back, l-r); head coach Mark Underwood, Owen Mullins, Kylan Rowland, Austin Knisley, Lavaniel Dublin, Brandon Underwood, Grant Mustain and Chase Spangler. 
Not pictured: Denver Fawcett, Trent Langley and Daniel Roberts.

Numbers increase for Blue Lion bowling
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Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald 
2017-18 MIAMI TRACE BOWLING TEAM — (front, l-r); Brianna Gozy, Christina Hoos, Haley Davis, Hannah 
Miller, Hayley Tipton, Ashley Rohrback, Laikyn Hughes, Alexis Houser; (back, l-r); Taylor Edwards, Adelyn 
Hoppes, Brittany Peters, Hailey Gilpen, Haley Brickles, Gabby McCord and head coach Diane Amore.

By Chris Hoppes
choppes@aimmediamidwest.com 

The Miami Trace girls bowling team has 
a new coach this season: Diane Amore.

The team was previously coached by 
Kaleb Taylor.

The number of participants is up dra-
matically from a year ago.

Last year, Miami Trace had six members 
on the bowling team.

This year, there are 14 on the squad.
Seniors last year were Macy Detty and 

McKinzie Miller. Detty was First Team, 
All-SCOL last year and Miller was Second 
Team, All-SCOL.

Detty qualified to State last year finish-
ing 44th out of 102 individuals with a 506 
score.

Detty is now a member of the women’s 
bowling team at Rio Grande University.

Amore has worked behind the scenes 
with the bowling programs at Le Ella 
Lanes.

“I have coached with our junior league,” 
Amore said.

“We have enough girls to fill a j-v team 
also,” Amore said.

Seniors this year are: Shira Beedy, Taylor 
Edwards and Haley Brickles.

Beedy is a returning bowler for Miami 
Trace.

Juniors are Ashley Rohrback, Brittany 
Peters (returning), and Hayley Tipton 
(returning).

Sophomores are Hannah Miller (return-
ing), Hailey Gilpen, Laikyn Hughes, 

Adelyn Hoppes and Haley Davis.
Miller was Second Team, All-SCOL            

last year.
Freshmen are Christian Hoos, Brianna 

Gozy and Gabby McCord.
“Some of the girls have bowled in our 

junior league,” Amore said. “They have a 
little experience.

“A lot of our girls have very little, if any, 
bowling experience,” Amore said. “I want 
to make sure this is an enjoyable experi-
ence for them. I want them all to compete 
to the best of their abilities. I want to 
teach them the basics.”

Basics of bowling include hitting the 
mark (where the ball first contacts the 
lane), keeping the arm straight and end-
ing up on the correct foot upon delivery, 

Amore new coach for 
MT girls bowling

By Chris Hoppes
choppes@aimmediamidwest.com 

Members of the Washington High School 
girls bowling team have been busy preparing 
for the 2017-18 season.

Ron Amore Jr., proprietor of Le Ella 
Lanes, returns for his sixth season as the 
team’s head coach.

Washington placed second in the final-
ever South Central Ohio League last season.

Hillsboro went undefeated at 18-0. 
Washington was 14-4, followed by 
Wilmington at 12-6 and Miami Trace at 10-8.

McClain was fifth at 6-12, Chillicothe 
was sixth at 3-15 and Clinton-Massie was 
seventh at 0-16.

Senior Kalee Crowe was First Team, All-
SCOL last year.

Sammie Arbogast was Second Team, All-
SCOL for 2016-17.

“Kalee Crowe represented us very well,” 
Amore said. Crowe is the member of the Rio 
Grande women’s bowling team.

Kelsey Potts was the team’s other senior 
last season.

There are 12 members of the team for 
2017-18.

Washington’s team advanced from the 
Sectional tournament to the District tourna-

ment last year.
“We were very close to advancing on to 

the State,” Amore said. “We were off by 
maybe 100 pins. The opportunity was there, 
we just didn’t have our best day.”

Seniors this year are: Lena Jenkins, 
Sara Williams, Mariah Carter and Tiairra 
Thomas.

“Sophomore Lindsey Buckner and junior 
Sammie Arbogast should do extremely well 
this year,” Amore said. “They’ll be our two 
leaders this year. Hopefully some of the 
seniors will step up, as well.

“We have some seniors who just started 
last year and they’ve done very well,” Amore 
said. “They’ve learned the game and they’ve 
progressed.”

Other sophomores are Maitlyn Cave and 
Caitlyn Booth.

Freshmen are: Hanna yoho, Eva Smalley, 
Me’gan Haithcock and Jessika young.

“If we can get some of the seniors to come 
along, I really believe we have a chance to 
win the league,” Amore said. “I’d like to see 
our team make it to the Districts and either 
Sammie or Lindsey have the opportunity to 
make it to make it to State. 

“The girls have been working pretty hard,” 
Amore said. “I’m looking forward to the 
season.”

Lady Lions have 
postseason aspirations

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald 
2017-18 WASHINGTON LADY LION BOWLING TEAM — (l-r); Maitlyn Cave, Hanna Yoho, Sara Williams, Lena 
Jenkins, Caitlyn Booth, Mariah Carter, Jessika Young, Sammie Arbograst, Lindsey Bucker and head coach 
Ron Amore Jr. Not pictured: Me’gan Haithcock, Tiairra Thomas and Eva Smalley.

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald 
Miami Trace bowling seniors (l-r); Taylor Edwards 
and Haley Brickles. Not pictured: Shira Beedy.

See MT GIRLS BOWLING  | 22
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By Chris Hoppes
choppes@aimmediamidwest.com 

The Miami Trace Panthers bowling team 
will be coached again this year by Ron 
Amore Sr.

Miami Trace had two seniors last year: 
Devon Harmon and Austin Pickens.

Seniors this year are: Jackson Perkins, 
in his fourth season; he was Second Team, 
All-SCOL last year; Blake Bradshaw, in his 
fourth year on the team; Quinton Waits, in 
his fourth year; Cannon Quimby, second 
year; Tony Alltop, third year and Charlie 
Milstead, in his fourth year.

Juniors are: Mike West, in his second 
year and Branson Collins.

There are three sophomores on the 
squad: Andrew Amore, in his second sea-
son, was First Team, All-SCOL last year; 
Jay Caudill (“One of our top bowlers last 
year,” head coach Ron Amore Sr. said.); 
and Johnathon Wilson (first year).

Freshmen are Brian Everhart and James 
Kysor.

Hillsboro won the final-ever season of 
the South Central Ohio League last year.

Clinton-Massie was second and Miami 
Trace placed third.

The Washington Blue Lions were fourth, 
Wilmington and Chillicothe were tied for 
fifth and McClain was seventh.

Miami Trace made it out of the Sectional 
and through to the District tournament 
last year.

This year, the Panthers will be compet-
ing in the Frontier Athletic Conference, 
which includes five former SCOL schools 
(Miami Trace, Washington, McClain, 
Hillsboro and Chillicothe) and Jackson.

“Three of the guys who were on the 
varsity last year who are back are Jackson 
Perkins, Andrew Amore and Jay Caudill,” 
Amore said. “On the traveling varsity team 
last year were Charlie Milstead, Blake 
Bradshaw, Quinton Waits and Tony Alltop. 
When we travel, we take the top eight.

“A couple of them kept swapping,” 
Amore said. “Wherever they qualify, they 
put themselves on the team. I don’t put 
anybody on the team and say, ‘okay, you’re 
No. 1, you’re No. 2,’ or whatever. It’s 
whatever they qualify. We’ll be starting to 
qualify in a few days (Amore was inter-
viewed by the Record-Herald on Nov. 13).

“I tell them that before we start,” Amore 

Panthers set sights on Frontier Atheletic Conference title

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald 
2017-18 MIAMI TRACE PANTHERS BOWLING TEAM — (front, l-r); Brian Everhart, James Kysor, Jay Caudill, Tony Alltop, Mike West, Charlie Milstead, head coach Ron 
Amore Sr.; (back, l-r); Branson Collins, Johnathon Wilson, Quinton Waits, Andrew Amore and Jackson Perkins. Not pictured: Blake Bradshaw and Cannon Quimby.

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald 
Miami Trace bowling seniors (l-r); Tony Alltop, Quinton Waits, Jackson Perkins and Charlie Milstead.

Miami Trace Bowling Schedule
Tues., Nov. 28  Chillicothe  A  4:30 p.m.
Thurs., Nov. 30  Washington  H  3:30 p.m.
Tues., Dec. 5  Jonathan Alder  A  4 p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 7  Jackson, 
 Washington  H  5 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 9  Pioneer Baker
 Bash  A  9 a.m.
Thurs., Dec. 14  McClain  A  4:30 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 16  Wright State 
 Invit.  A  TBA
Wed., Dec. 20  East Clinton  A  4 p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 21  Hillsboro  H  4 p.m.
Wed., Dec. 27  Gallia Academy  H  10 a.m.
Fri., Dec. 29  Wellston  A  10 a.m.
Thurs., Jan. 4  Washington  H 3 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 6 1st  Capital Baker 
 Bash  A  11 a.m.
Wed., Jan. 10  Chillicothe H  4:30 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 11  Chillicothe, 
 Washington  H  4:30 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 13  LeElla Baker Bash  H  9 a.m.
Thurs., Jan. 18  Hillsboro  A  4 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 25  McClain,
 Washington  H  4 p.m.
Thurs, Feb. 1  East Clinton  H  4 p.m.
Sat., Feb. 3  Jackson, 
 Washington  A 1 0 a.m.
Sat., Feb. 10  FAC Tournament 
 at Shawnee Lanes  10 a.m.

See MIAMI TRACE BOyS BOWLING  | 22
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Amore said.
“I want to teach them what it’s like to 

be a team,” Amore said. “I want the girls 
to display good sportsmanship.

“Bowling is an individual sport, as 
well as a team sport,” Amore said. 
“Individually, you take it as far as you 
want to practice.

“The way we’re going to pick our var-
sity team is, the girls with the highest 
average will determine who is on the var-
sity,” Amore said. “It doesn’t matter who 
you are, the numbers are right there on 
the paper. If someone on the j-v team is 
improving, they’ll have a chance to earn 
their way up there.

“I’m trying to teach everyone to be             
supportive and work together,” Amore 

said.
Hillsboro won the final-ever season of 

the SCOL in bowling last season.
Washington was second, Wilmington        

was third and Miami Trace finished in 
fourth place.

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald 
2017-18 WASHINGTON BLUE LION VARSITY BASKETBALL CHEERLEADERS — (front, l-r); Harley Dawson, Echo Flora, Jazmin Cook, Taylor Long, Kiersten Wilson, Delaney Greer; (back, l-r); Sydney Shadburn, Kayla Welling, 
Emilee Ahschutz, Brooklyn Reeves and Brooklynn Stanley.

said. “‘you put yourself on the team where 
you qualify, so you need to work hard and 
get better.’ The more you (practice) the 
better chance you’ve got.

“Jackson (High School), this is their first 
year for bowling,” Amore said. “They bowl 
in Wellston, which is seven or eight miles 
from Jackson.”

So, what about the upcoming 2017-18 
season?

“Our first goal is to win the league,” 
Amore said. “It would be nice to win the 
league in the very first year. I’m sure there 
are five other groups that will say the same 
thing.

“The biggest thing I find with coaching 
these young men is, it’s hard to make them 
focus on the job at hand,” Amore said. 
“you have practice and you try to help 
them. They’re probably like I was at that 
age, ‘yeah, yeah, yeah.’ Then you get in a 
match and you really need that experience 
and then you get nervous. Some of them 
will listen and some of them won’t. I think 
all kids are that way.

“When it comes right down to it, we’ve 
got to get good enough to perform when 
we have to,” Amore said. “I can tell the 
boys what they have to do, but they’re the 
ones who have to grab a hold of it and do 
it.

“We’ve got a good basis,” Amore said. 
“With three guys returning from last year. 
We have a couple of other younger guys 
who are looking pretty good. A couple of 
the seniors are looking decent. When we 
get ready to start performing, they have 
to do it.”

From page 21

Miami Trace
Boys Bowling

MT Girls Bowling
From page 21
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Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald 
2017-18 MIAMI TRACE PANTHERS VARSITY BASKETBALL CHEERLEADERS — (l-r); Katie Beth Chaney, Brooke Heinz, Khenadi Grubb and 
Alyssa Griggs. Not Pictured: Abbi Pettit and Abby Riley.

Good luck
in the

2017-18
Winter 
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Morris
Frozen Food Locker

Jerry Morris
604 Rose Avenue

Washington C.H., Ohio 43160
(740) 335-6650

Cell: (937) 763-7042

Hours: 
Monday-Friday: 8AM – 5PM, 

saturday: 8AM – 12PM, 
sunday: Closed

Bulk sausage  Bulk Hamburger

We Slaughter...
· Goats 
· Lamb 

· Beef 
· Pork

We NoW 
Accept 
eBt

www.morrisfrozenfoodlocker.com 40959850
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Best of Luck to All                    
Winter Sports Participants!

*Price excludes tax and title.  All rebates back to dealer.

2017 Ram
1500 Crew

4x4 
5.7 Hemi

SALE PRICE 
$32,955*

SAVE $11,000

2017 Jeep 
Renegade
Latitude

9 Speed Auto Trans

SALE PRICE 
$19,643*

SAVE $5,277

2017 Dodge 
Journey

SXT- Premium 
Group

SALE PRICE 
$24,310*

SAVE $6,620 
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1120 Clinton Ave., Washington C.H. • (740) 335-3700 • (937) 584-2889 • 1-800-928-2872

Doug Marine Motors
Open 24/7 at

DougMarineMotors.net
SALES: MON.� THURS. 8�7, FRI. 8�6, SAT. 9�4

 SERVICE & PARTS: MON.� FRI. 8�5

Stk# J7-328 Stk# R7-295Stk #R7-173


