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Washington and Miami Trace captains on the field during the coin toss before the game Saturday, Oct. 29,
2016. At left are the Blue Lion captains (l-r); Trevor Hicks, Jarett Patton, Kory Proby and Kameron Kearns and
at right are the Panther captins (front to back); Blake Pittser, Lance Mick, Jacob Haldeman and Drake Litteral.
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2017 Jeep Renegade

2017 Jeep Compass

Sport- 4x4

Sport- 4x4

MSRP
Save

Sale Price

$23,915
- $3,578

$20,337*

MSRP
Save

Sale Price

2017 Jeep
Cherokee Latitude

$26,725 MSRP
- $1,762 Save

Lots of Extras

$27,525
- $4,956

$24,963* Sale Price $22,669*

* Price Excludes Tax & Title

BEST OF LUCK
TO ALL FALL SPORT PARTICIPANTS!
Don’t See What You are Looking For?

Ask our sales staff about Nationwide Locator Service

For New or Pre-owned Vehicles

Open 24/7 at

DougMarineMotors.net

SALES: 9-8 Mon., 9-7 Tues., Wed., Thurs., 9-6 Fri, 9-4 Sat.
SERVICE & PARTS: 8-8 Mon., 8-5 Tues., Wed., Thurs., & Fri.

41013538

1120 Clinton Ave., Washington C.H. • (740) 335-3700 • (937) 584-2889 • 1-800-928-2872
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Blue Lions strive to win, week by week
By Chris Hoppes

choppes@aimmediamidwest.com

The Washington Blue Lion varsity
football team had a good first season
under head coach Chuck Williamson in
2016.
The team went 7-3 on the season, 4-3
in the final-ever season of the South
Central Ohio League, placing fourth.
The Blue Lions fell to the three teams
above them in the standings, ClintonMassie, Chillicothe and Wilmington and
defeated the other four: Hillsboro, East
Clinton, McClain and their close rivals,
Miami Trace.
Trevor Hicks and Kory Proby, now
graduated, were named First Team, AllSCOL last year.
Returning junior Dillon Steward,
Washington’s quarterback, was also
First Team, All-SCOL in 2016.
Dwayne Wade, a senior this year, was
Second Team, All-SCOL last season.
The Blue Lions begin the 2017 season
with Senior Night on Aug. 25 against
Blanchester.
Following a road game at Circleville
on Sept. 1, the Blue Lions will have an
early Homecoming game on Sept. 8
against London.
Washington will play at Division I
Delaware Hayes on Sept. 15 and then
host St. Charles on Sept. 22.
The Blue Lions will open play in
the new Frontier Athletic Conference
on Friday, Sept. 29 with a home game
against Jackson.
After that, it’s at Hillsboro on Oct. 6
and at McClain on Oct. 13.
The final home game of the season is
Oct. 20 against Chillicothe.
The Blue Lions will play at Miami
Trace to end the season on Oct. 27.
“Last year Blanchester was a playoff
team,” Williamson said. Blanchester
went 7-4 last year after a 42-0 playoff
loss to Cincinnati Hills Christian Academy.
“We saw them in the 7-on-7,” Williamson said. “They’ll bring their ‘A’ game.”
Washington defeated Circleville last
season, 48-42. The Tigers finished the
season at 1-9.
“Last year, Connor Chrisman picked
off a pass late to seal it,” Williamson
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2017 WASHINGTON BLUE LION VARSITY FOOTBALL TEAM — (front, l-r); Jacob Rice, Marcell Garrett, Zane Nelson, Derrick Wade, Eli Ruth; (second row, l-r); Jaelyn
Mason, Brian Cook, Jordan Behm, Chandler Manning, Jacob VanMeter, Tryston Uhl, Caleb Rice, Gavynn Dunn, Trenton Henize, Adrian Butterbaugh, Nick List;
(third row, l-r); Richie Burns, Dillon Steward, Kolten Jackson, Caden Smith, Wes Frazier, Jalen Pettiford, Alec Haggard, Michael Marcum, Xavier Brown, Caleb
Hamrick; (fourth row, l-r); Dakota Weikle, Colten McNichols, Elisha Shaw, Collier Brown, Garitt Leisure, Kenneth Howland, Drew Moats, Chase Sluder, Jay Fettig,
Ryan Barton, Dustin Bainter; (fifth row, l-r); Eli Lynch, Jameson McCane, Matthew Daniels, Bryce Coy, Nick Bishop, Tyris Virts, Ethan Rogers-Wright, Sterling
Smith, Zek Watson, Rowdy Hay, Chris Wilson; (sixth row, l-r); Collin George, Conner Frederick, Alec Ackley, Hayden Burke, Brent Bailey, Andreas Utrera, Jake
Hamilton, Chris Nichols, Alex Hamrick, George Reno, Brandon Cubbage, Tyler Reeves; (back, l-r); coaches John Jackson, Mike Wilson, David Fabb, Tyler Flora,
Eric Downey, Bob Wolfe, Kevin Hyme. Not pictured: coaches Wes Stevenson and Roger Wilson, trainer Morgan Holmes and equipment manager Aaron Morrison.

said. “We jumped out to a big lead and
they fought back.”
Washington beat London last year,
35-22.
“They’ll be a physical, hard team,”
Williamson said.
Delaware Hayes went 4-6 last season.
They move from Division II last year to
Division I this year.
Columbus St. Charles is a Division II
team that went 3-7 in 2016.
The new league opponent is the Jackson Ironmen.
Jackson, a Division III team, went 6-4
last year, placing 11th in Region 11.
Jackson began last season with a 51-8
stomping of Wellston (a Division V
team that finished the 2016 season at
4-6).
Jackson lost to Chillicothe, 24-21,
and then pounded Division VI West
Jefferson, 49-9.
See LIONS football | 4
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2017 WASHINGTON BLUE LION VARSITY FOOTBALL COACHING STAFF — (front, l-r); Kevin Hyme, David
Fabb, Eric Downey, head coach Chuck Williamson, Bob Wolfe, Tyler Flora; (back, l-r); John Jackson, Erik
Foster, Mike Wilson, Marlin Ellis and Corey Dye. Not pictured: Roger Wilson.
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In week four, Jackson beat Division
III Western Brown, 52-27 and then lost
to a very good Division V Wheelersburg
team, 38-13. The ‘Burg went 10-0 during the regular season last year and won
two playoff games convincingly before
falling to Coshocton, 30-20.
Jackson then rolled off three wins in
a row, 64-13 over Division III Warren
(who finished 2-8); 46-14 over Division
II Logan (who finished 3-7) and 63-7
over Meigs (a Division IV team that
went 4-6).
Jackson lost to Division II Winton
Woods, 33-17 (Winton Woods went 5-5
last year) and the Ironmen finished the
season with a game against Cabell Midland, a team out of West Virginia. That
was a 28-7 loss by Jackson.
“We’ve been scrimmaging Jackson,”
Williamson said. “Last year, from my
understanding, was the first time we
scored on them in numerous years. We

Washington
Varsity Football

Fri., Aug. 25 Blanchester Home 7 p.m.*
Fri., Sept. 1 Circleville Away 7 p.m.
Fri., Sept. 8 London Home 7 p.m. **
Fri., Sept. 15 Delaware Hays Away 7 p.m.
Fri., Sept. 22 St. Charles Home 7 p.m.
Fri., Sept. 29 Jackson Home 7 p.m.
Fri., Oct. 6 Hillsboro Away 7 p.m.
Fri., Oct. 13 McClain Away 7 p.m.
Fri., Oct. 20 Chillicothe Home 7 p.m.
Fri., Oct. 27 Miami Trace Away 7 p.m.
* Senior Night
** Homecoming

Washington
J-V Football

Sat., Aug. 26 Blanchester Away 10 a.m.
Sat., Sept. 2 Circleville Home 10 a.m.
Sat., Sept. 16 Delaware Hayes Home 10 a.m.
Sat., Sept. 23 Miami Trace Home 10 a.m.
Sat., Sept. 30 Jackson Away 10 a.m.
Sat., Oct. 7 Hillsboro Home 10 a.m.
Sat., Oct. 14 McClain Home 10 a.m.
Sat., Oct. 21 Chillicothe Away 10 a.m.

Washington
7th and 8th Grade
Football

Thurs., Aug. 24 Waverly Away 5 p.m.
Wed., Aug. 30 Teays Valley West Away 5 p.m.
Wed., Sept. 20 Miami Trace Home 5 p.m.
Wed., Sept. 27 Jackson Away 5 p.m.
Wed., Oct. 4 Hillsboro Home 5 p.m.
Wed., Oct. 11 McClain Home 5 p.m.
Wed., Oct. 18 Chillicothe Away 5 p.m.
7th grade play at 5 p.m.; 8th grade play at
6:30 p.m.
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tied them in the scrimmage last year.
We played them tough. They’re going to
be big and physical. They’ll be a really
big challenge for us.”
Washington defeated Hillsboro last
year in another close game with plenty
of offense, 35-33.
“We jumped out to something like a
28-7 lead,” Williamson said. “We didn’t
put them away. We had to stop them on
a two-point play to seal the game.”
Washington beat the McClain Tigers
last year, 48-34.
“They’re a well-coached team,” Williamson said. “It’s a big rivalry with
McClain. We know they’ll bring their ‘A’
game against us.”
Washington lost to Chillicothe, 42-6
last year.
“They are very talented,” Williamson
said. “Their quarterback (Branden
Maughmer) already has some Division
I scholarship offers for basketball. I suspect he’ll get D-I scholarship offers for
football.”
Chillicothe moves up from Division
III to Division II this season.
“We fumbled on the first series and
fell down, 14-0,” Williamson said. “They
handled us pretty well.”
The Blue Lions end the season at
Miami Trace. Washington beat the Panthers last year, 41-31.
“They graduated a lot of guys,” Williamson said. “They’re going to be
young. We saw them at a 7-on-7. Trace
and Court House is Trace and Court
House. I’ve never seen anything like it.”
The numbers for Washington football
are up, Williamson said.
“Last year, going into summer camp,
we had about 38,” Williamson said.
“This year, it’s around 61 right now (in
grades 9-12).”
The team is well ahead of where it
was in the summer of 2016, Williamson
said.
“We’re light years ahead because the
kids are used to running our system,”
Williamson said. “They understand
it a lot more. Offensively, Dillon’s the
trigger guy. He runs the show. We’re
running a more complex offense with
a run/pass option off the run game. On
every running play, we have a passing
option built into it. Dillon’s really starting to understand the system.
“We have a 1,000-yard rusher back
in Jacob Rice,” Williamson said. “He’s
made tremendous strides. He doesn’t
even look like the same back. He’s
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WASHINGTON BLUE LION RETURNING LETTERMEN — (front, l-r); Elisha Shaw, Jacob Rice, Caleb Rice,
Garitt Leisure, Chase Sluder; (middle, l-r); Eli Lynch, Zane Nelson, Dillon Steward, Richie Burns, Derrick
Wade, Trystan Uhl, Colten McNichols; (back, l-r); Marcell Garrett, Nick List, Jacob VanMeter, Adrian
Butterbaugh and Jalen Pettiford.

worked very hard.
“For our receivers, we have a new guy
this year, (junior) Elijah Ruth,” Williamson said. “He’s been lights-out in
summer camp. He takes over for Kory
Proby at the ‘Z’ position. Rich Burns
(a junior), he started at the ‘Y’ position last year. Rich is one of those guys
where, the lights have come on. He’s
been a beast.
“Caleb Rice, Jacob’s twin brother, will
be in the slot. We have speed to burn on
the outside.
“Up front, we have Jacob VanMatre at
center,” Williamson said. “He’s 6-3, 305.
Dwayne Wade is the leader of that line.
At the right guard position, it’s Tank
Allen and Dakota Weikle. It’s still up in
the air.
“At left tackle, we moved Colton
McNichols from center,” Williamson
said. “At right tackle, it’s Drew Moats
and Sean Smith.
“I’m very excited about our defense,”
Williamson said. “Corey Dye has taken
over as defensive coordinator. Kevin
Mullvaney has gone on to Franklin
Heights High School. Corey has hit the
ground running. He’s got those guys flying around. They are giving the offense
fits right now.

“We have Jalen Pettiford, Caden
Smith, Marcel Garrett,” Williamson
said. “Those guys are returners. We
have Adrian Butterbaugh.
“We have Trystan Uhl, who was our
leading tackler at inside linebacker,”
Williamson said. “Chase Sluder was our
second-leading tackler. He’ll be on the
inside.
“On the outside, we have Garrit Leasure and Elisha Shaw,” Williamson said.
“Those guys look great out there. Zane
Smith is the leader of the defense. He’ll
play free safety. Gavin Dunn, a transfer
from Miami Trace, will start at one of
the corners. Colton Jackson is the other
one working at the corner.
“We feel really good where we’re at
defensively right now,” Williamson said.
“We have two soccer guys who will do
our kicking,” Williamson said. “Bryce
Coy is probably in the lead right now.
He’s with us every day. He goes through
everything we do. He’s working a little
bit at receiver, too.
“Offensively, our strength is our speed
and Dillon,” Williamson said. “He can
run it and he can throw it. Defensively,
we’re big and we’re fast. Defensively, we
See LIONS football | 5
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WASHINGTON BLUE LION FOOTBALL SENIORS — (front, l-r); Brian Cook, Jacob Rice, Caleb
Rice, Trent Henize, Jaelyn Mason; (middle, l-r); Zane Nelson, Gavynn Dunn, Jordan Behm,
Derrick Wade, Trystan Uhl, Eli Ruth; (back, l-r); Marcell Garrett, Nick List, Jacob VanMeter,
Adrian Butterbaugh and Chandler Manning.
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2017 WASHINGTON BLUE LION 7th GRADE FOOTBALL TEAM — (front, l-r); Ethan Jackson, Jaden Parrish, Jackson
Eplin, Braden Kettles, Cody Brown, Josiah Whitt, Chris Scott, Emily Chapman; (middle, l-r); Parris Nelson, coach Brad
Norman, Trevor Crocker, Reece Self, Kelton McCracken, Fair Abdulghani, Nick Clouse, Raleigh Haithcock, coach Eric
Downey and Corey Kennedy; (back, l-r); Caden Schiltz, Tobey Mitchell, Shiloh Grim, Noah Hicks and Calum Brown.
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have nine starters back. We were really
young last year. I think that contributed
to some of the breakdowns we had last
year.
“Offensively, we return seven,” Williamson said. “Dillon is picking the system up. Jacob returns as a 1,000-yard
rusher. We have three starters back up
front. Two of our receivers are back. We
feel we picked up a little speed on the
outside with our receiving corp.”
The coaching staff consists of Bob
Wolf, assistant head coach, who will
coach the offensive line; Corey Dye,
defensive coordinator and linebackers
coach; Tyler Flora is coaching receivers; Mike Wilson will coach the quarterbacks; Marlin Ellis will coach the
defensive line; David Fabb will coach
the defensive backs and work with the
special teams; John Jackson is the running backs coach.
Eric Downing will be the head coach
for the junior high teams.
“We have one goal that we talk to
the guys about,” Williamson said. “We
want to be 1-0 every week. If we go 1-0
every week, everything will take care of
itself.”
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2017 WASHINGTON BLUE LION 8th GRADE FOOTBALL TEAM — (front, l-r); Ronquis Montgomery, Austin Chamberlin, Jaden Meriweather, Clayton Howland,
Markquis Montgomery; (middle, l-r); coach Eric Downey, Raley Taylor, Rishaun Burns, Tyler Tackage, Jack Mead, Josh Logan-Bartholomew, Jacob Stone, coach
Brad Norman; (back, l-r); Mac Miller, Jaden Mitchell, Mason Mustain, Cal Whiteman and Traeton Johnson. Not pictured: Breaonna Reitmire and Braden May.
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2017 MIAMI TRACE 8th GRADE FOOTBALL TEAM — (front, l-r); Devin Seymour, Garrett Smith, Justin Hannah, Blaine Williams, Jared Seymour, Alex McCarty, Weston Melvin, Preston Reed; (second row, l-r); Jayden
LeBeau, Kylan Knapp, Luke Matthewes, Andrew Everhart, Darien Lee, Cayden Griggs, Jesse Benitez; (third row, l-r); Blake Roberts, Korey Rudd, Jayden Terry, Weston Pettit, Dylan Alltop, Zane Brown, Preston Edwards;
(back, l-r); middle school athletic director Debbie Southward, Nate Tacket, Mychal Rose, Bryce Bennett and coach Joe Henry.

FAYETTE VETERINARY
HOSPITAL
Gary D. Junk, D.V.M.
Daryl L. Waits, D.V.M.

Best Wishes to area athletes
for a great season!
AAHA STANDARDS OF EXCELLENCE
•
•
•
•
•
•

Complete Diagnosis of Capabilities
Concern for Preventive Medicine
Dental Care
Nursing Care
Proper Anesthetic Procedures
Complete Pharmaceutical Facilities

MEMBER HOSPITAL

VFW POST 3762
Always supporting our
veterans & our community.
God Bless our

2017 Athletes

AAHA
AmericAn
AnimAl
HospitAl
AssociAtion

335 Veterans Way, Washington C.H.
41012156

740-335-9095

41012929
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Williams takes over as new Miami Trace football coach
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By Chris Hoppes

choppes@aimmediamidwest.com

The Miami Trace High School football program has a new head coach for 2017.
Jerry Williams hales from Sunbury, Ohio.
Williams played his high school football for
Big Walnut High School.
He played college football at West Liberty
University in West Virginia.
This is the second varsity head coaching
job for Williams. He coached at CardingtonLincoln High School for three seasons. He
led the Pirates to a record of 18-12 in those
years.
Williams also was an assistant coach at
Centerburg, Mount Vernon and Big Walnut.
He coached running backs at Ohio Wesleyan
for two years.
Williams and his wife, Jennifer, have five
children, the youngest of whom is off to college this fall.
“Her family is from this area,” Williams
said. “We’re empty-nesters now. That’s one
of the reasons I took this job down here.
Knowing that I will be spending a lot of time
involved with football, my wife will have family around her.”
Former head coach Steve Bartlett led the
Panthers to a record of 28-24 in five seasons,
including back-to-back playoff appearances in
2013 and 2014.
As far as the numbers for the Panthers,
participation-wise heading into the 2017
season, Williams said, “We’re right around 40
sophomores through seniors. We have about
24 freshmen.
“That’s got to grow,” Williams said. “That’s
definitely got to grow. There are quite a few
kids who didn’t play this year. Being in the
school is going to help with recruiting. We
have to increase those numbers, dramatically.
“I will be working in the (physical education) department as a strength and conditioning coach,” Williams said. “We have a
strength and conditioning program here and
all of the athletes (both boys and girls) are
going through that.”
There will be some new faces on the
coaching staff for Miami Trace is 2017.
“John Enochs has been around for quite
some time,” Williams said. “He is our defensive coordinator.
“Spencer Smith, who was at Huntington
High School last year, is going to be the
defensive backs coach,” Williams said. “He
was the defensive coordinator there.
“Our linebackers coach and freshman
coach is Matt Scott,” Williams said. “Jack
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2017 MIAMI TRACE VARSITY FOOTBALL TEAM — (front, l-r); B.J. Anders, Jacob Barton, Jacob Tinkler, Dalton Bartley, Colin Wolffe, Dylan Murphy, Coby Hughes, Brady
Wallace, Malik Jackson, Noah Wiseman; (second row, l-r); David McElwain, Dylan Arnold, John Schultz, Tyler Taylor, Josh Liff, Jarron DeBold, Angelo Macioce, Brandon
Arledge, Hayden Knapp, James Munro, Austin Wickline; (third row, l-r); Aaron Morris, Austin Carpenter, David Tyndall, Rylan Gardner, Kenny Wolffe, Jacob Hoppes, Cole
Enochs, Caden Bridges, Mason Snow, Caden Sweitzer; (fourth row, l-r); Austin Conklin, Aidan Kingery, Christian Smith, Jacob Warner, Andrew Amore, Devin Kingery,
Javin Robinette, Justin Shoemaker, Graham Carson, Chase Caudill, Shane Seymour; (fifth row, l-r); Colson Guthrie, Tyler Smith, Gage Miller, Matthew Groves, Matthew
Maddox, Derek Mitchem, James Gilpen, Ethan Millings, Brayden Smith, Luke Anders, Luke Henry; (sixth row, l-r); Noah Kingery, Kyler Batson, Anthony Groves, Troy
Ross, Camden Satterfield, Fletcher Havens, Riley Henry, Ashton Curtis, Logan Rodgers; (back, l-r); coaching staff, Miles Schlichter, Phil Gaulin, Alan Preston, John
Enochs, Spencer Smith, Jack Anders and head coach Jerry Williams. Not pictured: Allen Hoosier, Cameron Pavey, Matt Scott and statistician Tom ‘Chatter’ Harris.

Anders is working with the down linemen.
“Allen Hoosier is working with the defensive safeties,” Williams said.
Williams will be the offensive coordinator.
“My offensive line coach is Phil Gaulin,
who came with me from Cardington,” Williams said. “Slot receivers and running backs
coach is Alan Preston. He was the head
coach at Huntington last year.
“My wide receivers coach is Cameron
Pavey,” Williams said. “I coached him at
Ohio Wesleyan.
“Miles Schlichter will be working with the
quarterbacks and the freshmen also,” Williams said.
Miami Trace had 22 seniors last year.
This year, that number stands at 10.
See williams | 8
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MIAMI TRACE QUARTERBACKS — (l-r); Colson Guthrie, Brandon Arledge, Brady Wallace, Tyler Taylor and
Graham Carson.
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Seniors are: B.J. Anders, Jacob Barton,
Jacob Tinkler, Dalton Bartley, Colin Wolffe,
Dylan Murphy, Coby Hughes, Brady Wallace,
Malik Jackson and Noah Wiseman.
Last season, Miami Trace finished 5-5
overall. The Panthers were sixth in the SCOL
with a record of 2-5.
Miami Trace began last season with a
three-game winning streak.
The Panthers hosted Circleville and won
that game, 51-12.
They followed that with a 30-27 win over
Carlisle, a Division V team that made the
playoffs, losing in the first round to finish the
season at 8-3.
The Panthers posted a lop-sided win over
Logan Elm, 56-14. The Braves finished 4-6
last year.
Beginning the SCOL’s final-ever season of
football, the Panthers were looking to break
a losing streak to Clinton-Massie. The game
was one of the closest in the series, however,
the Panthers fell, 24-14.
Massie won still another SCOL title last
year, going 10-2 overall.
The Panthers lost at Chillicothe, 56-21.
The Cavaliers made the playoffs, going 8-3
on the season.
Miami Trace bounced back with a 33-6
win over McClain (1-9) and a 61-0 win over
East Clinton (1-9).
The Panthers finished the year with a
three-game losing streak, falling 35-7 to
Wilmington (7-3), 54-27 to Hillsboro (4-6)
and 41-31 to Washington (7-3).
Tiante Connell and Jacob Haldeman were
First Team, All-SCOL last year.
Blake Pittser and Drake Litteral were Second Team, All-SCOL in 2016.
“It’s hard to fill the shoes of all the seniors
they had last year,” Williams said. “There
were quite a few seniors. In the junior class
last year, there were only about three guys
who had much playing time. Those guys
were Brady Wallace, Coby Hughes and Dalton Bartley.
“B.J. Anders was battling injuries last
year,” Williams said. “He was one of the
starters, also. There are a few other guys
sprinkled in there that had some playing time
and did some different things.
“The biggest thing that we have to address
right now is lack of experience,” Williams
said. “We had a lot of young guys at Mount
Vernon. When I took the job at Cardington,
there were virtually no seniors. I think I
ended up with four seniors that first year.
That was a big struggle and a huge learning
curve for me, coaching-wise.
“We have 10 seniors this year and few with
a lot of experience,” Williams said. “But they
are 10 solid athletes who can contribute.
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2017 MIAMI TRACE 7th GRADE FOOTBALL TEAM — (front, l-r); Vincent Munroe, Caleb Bennett, Zack Bolen, Landon Cope, Simon Thornburg, Gavin Campos, Bryce
Eggleton, Hunter Cline, Jamey Wamsley; (second row, l-r); Thad Stuckey, Riston LeBeau, Aaron Little, Dylan Hyer, Zeo Penwell, Logan Matthews, Keagan Williams, Aaron
Taylor; (third row, l-r); Skyler Miller, Michael Stevenson, Bryson Sheets, Will Dawes, Trevaughn Jackson, Christian Porter, David Conley, Carter Bainter; (fourth row,
l-r); Luke Hoppes, Kyle Bennett, Hayden Tyree, Austin Etzler, Cameron Casto, Cameron Morris, Gavin Cowden, Shay Saylers; (back, l-r); coach Joe Henry and middle
school athletic director Debbie Southward. Not pictured: Jacob Cline, Andrew Guthrie, CAmeron Fannin, Zack Groves, Blain Hurles, Aiden Johnson and Kyler Wilson.

Many are still lacking experience and they
will have to learn all of the new stuff that
we’re implementing, offensively and defensively.”
Williams spoke about what the Panthers
will do in 2017.
“We’re going to spread the field,” Williams
said. “That’s something that is a little different than what they’ve done here in the past.
By spreading the field, we’re going to throw
the ball. We’d like to be a 50-50 team that
passes and runs 50 percent of the time. That
is going to be our approach.
“We have to develop receivers,” Williams
said. “We have to develop quarterbacks. We
have to change the culture altogether. Not
that it wasn’t successful the way they ran it
in the past. We want to take advantage of
athletes in space and that’s essentially what
we’re going to do.
“We’re going to play a whole different
game,” Williams said. “It’s going to be a triple option out of the pistol. Once we get better at it, we’re going to be throwing the ball
quite a bit, as well. We’ve got to walk before
we can run. We have to be able to learn how
to block it. The quarterbacks have to learn
how to read the option.
“Our focus is working on our base plays
in the option,” Williams said. “Once we start
getting better at that, we’ll start looking at
the throwing game and having some fun with
that, running some receivers down field, four
or five, whatever we have to do. We can do a
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MIAMI TRACE VARSITY FOOTBALL SENIORS — (front, l-r); Jakob Barton, Dalton Bartley, B.J. Anders,
Jakob Tinkler, Colin Wolffe, Dylan Murphy; (back, l-r); Coby Hughes, Brady Wallace, head coach Jerry
Williams, Malik Jackson and Noah Wiseman.

lot of things out of this offense.
“What’s nice about this offense is, we can
tweak it around our athletes,” Williams said.
“That’s why I like this offense. If we’re better,
we may end up being 70-30; running it 70
percent of the time and pass 30 percent of
the time, if we’re better at running. If we feel
that we can’t control the line of scrimmage,
we’re going to play with our best athletes on
the edge and we’ll throw a little more.
“That’s where we’re at,” Williams said. The
Record-Herald interviewed Coach Williams
on Aug. 9.

“Coach Enochs is changing the defense,”
Williams said. “But it’s one that he’s had
through the years. It’s different from Coach
Bartlett’s, but it’s one we’re bringing back to
Miami Trace.
“There’s a lot of change,” Williams said.
“I’m not afraid of the word ‘rebuilding.’ There
are a lot of good players here. There’s just
so much inexperience. It’s truly a change of
culture here, what we’re doing. We’re really
hitting the conditioning, really hitting the
See williams | 9

williams from 8
weight room; trying to get that commitment in
the off-season, as much as possible.
“Not only teaching them the overall change
in what we’re trying to do within the program,
but really focusing on the little things in order
to get to the big things,” Williams said. “I’m
not afraid to say it is somewhat rebuilding. No
doubt there was success here. No doubt. The
rebuilding is the ultimate change in the program. That is substantial.”
Williams, being new to the area, does not
have the background against the teams on the
schedule this year.
He spoke a bit about the slate of games for
2017.
“For Circleville, all I’ve seen is film on them
from last year,” Williams said. “I need to have
some more looks at them. For the most part,
they are all new to me. I have not coached
against any of these teams.
“Carlisle made the playoffs last year,” Williams said. “That says something when you
make the playoffs. There are teams in the state
that still haven’t been to the playoffs. It’s not a
for sure thing. I know Carlisle was big last year
and had a real fast kid, one of the fastest in the
state. Trace beat them on a last-second field
goal last year.
“We sent some coaches the other day to the
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scrimmage between Logan Elm and Jackson,”
Williams said. “They said that Jackson is very
strong and very big. Logan Elm struggled with
them a little bit. It’s hard to say from that, how
good is Logan Elm and how good is Jackson.”
A team new to the schedule for the Panthers
is Zanesville. Miami Trace will make the trip
into eastern Ohio on Sept. 22.
“That’s a very talented team,” Williams
said. Zanesville went 2-8 last year. Five of their
losses were to teams that made the playoffs.
“The fifth game of the season is a tough one
to fill,” Williams said.
“As I look at our schedule, I don’t see any
gimmes,” Williams said. “We have to play to
win this year. I don’t know much about Hillsboro.
“Washington Court House is going to be a
good team,” Williams said.
“We have to approach this season one day at
a time,” Williams said. “We have to get better
each day. We’re going to get after this each and
every day and try to improve each and every
day and try to win the day. That’s what we’re
going to do, go out and have a good practice
today and try to improve and learn.
“We just want to improve and get better
each and every day,” Williams said.
It all gets started for the 2017 Panthers
Friday night at Circleville at the new start time
of 7 p.m.
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Miami Trace
Varsity Football

Fri., Aug. 25 Circleville Away 7 p.m.
Fri., Sept. 1 Carlisle Home 7 p.m.
Fri., Sept. 8 Logan Elm Home 7 p.m.
Fri., Sept. 15 Clinton-Massie Home 7 p.m.
Fri., Sept. 22 Zanesville Away 7 p.m.
Fri., Sept. 29 McClain Away 7 p.m.
Fri., Oct. 6 Jackson Home 7 p.m. *
Fri., Oct. 13 Chillicothe Home 7 p.m.
Fri., Oct. 20 Hillsboro Away 7 p.m.
Fri., Oct. 27 Washington Home 7 p.m.
* Homecoming

Miami Trace
J-V Football

Sat., Aug. 26 Circleville Home 10 a.m.
Sat., Sept. 2 Carlisle Away 10 a.m.
Sat., Sept. 16 Clinton-Massie Away 10 a.m.
Sat., Sept. 23 Washington Away 10 a.m.
Sat., Sept. 30 McClain Home 10 a.m.
Sat., Oct. 7 Jackson Away 10 a.m.
Sat., Oct. 14 Chillicothe Away 10 a.m.
Sat., Oct. 21 Hillsboro Home 10 a.m.

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald

2017 MIAMI TRACE FOOTBALL COACHING STAFF
— (front, l-r); John Enochs, Alan Preston, head
coach Jerry Williams, Phil Gaulin; (back, l-r);
Spencer Smith, Jack Anders and Miles Schlichter.
Not pictured: assistant coaches Allen Hoosier,
Matt Scott and Cameron Pavey and statistician
Tom ‘Chatter’ Harris.

Miami Trace
Freshman Football
Sat., Sept. 16 Clinton-Massie Away Noon
Sat., Sept. 23 Washington Away Noon
Sat., Oct. 7 Jackson Away Noon
Sat., Oct. 14 Chillicothe Away Noon
Sat., Oct. 21 Hillsboro Home Noon

Miami Trace 7th and 8th
Grade FootbaLL
Wed., Sept. 20 Washington Away 5 p.m.
Wed., Sept. 27 McClain Home 5 p.m.
Wed., Oct. 4 Jackson Away 5 p.m.
Wed., Oct. 11 Chillicothe Away 5 p.m.
Wed., Oct. 18 Hillsboro Home 5 p.m.
7th grade play at 5 p.m. and 8th grade
play at 6:30 p.m.

Best of Luck to aLL athLetes

Good Luck to all Athletes at
Miami Trace
Panthers and Washington
C.H. Blue Lions

Visit our New
website and get a
Free Quote
• Auto
• Health
• Home
• Renter
• Business & Commercial

Parrett

Insurance
agency Inc.
• Farm
• Crop

(740) 335-6081
100 N. Glenn Ave. WCH, OH 43160

2574 US Hwy 22 NW,
Washington Court House, OH 43160
41008805

www.parrettinsurance.com

41013453
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2017
WASHINGTON
BLUE
LION
VARSITY
FOOTBALL
CHEERLEADERS — (front, l-r);
Savanna Davis, Jazmin Cook,
Delaney Greer, Harley Dawson,
Taylor Long, Maddy Garrison;
(back, l-r); head coach Tara Bivens,
Sydney Shadburn, Brooke Reeves,
Emilee Anshutz, Kayla Welling,
Brooklynn Stanley and assistant
coach Reagan Baker.

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald

2017 MIAMI TRACE PANTHER
VA R S I T Y
FO OT BA L L
CHEERLEADERS — (front, l-r);
Maddie Southward, Abby Riley,
Alyssa Griggs, Jocee Parrish,
Deyonna Branshaw; (back, l-r);
Abbi Pettit, Khenadi Grubb, Andrea
Robinson and Kaitlyn Ellsworth.
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Offense an expected strength for WCH boys soccer

By Chris Hoppes

choppes@aimmediamidwest.com

It was a break-even year for the
Washington Blue Lion boys soccer
team in 2016.
The squad went 9-9 overall, 6-6
in the SCOL, 2-2 in non-league
matches and 1-1 in the tournament
with a Sectional championship win
over Zane Trace before falling in
the District semifinals to Warren,
1-0.
Aaron Teter is beginning his
11th season as the head coach of
the team.
Chillicothe won the South Central Ohio League’s final-ever boys
soccer championship last year.
Wilmington was second and
Miami Trace finished in third place.
The Blue Lions were fourth, followed by McClain, Clinton-Massie
and Hillsboro.
“Our numbers are a little bit
low,” Teter said. “We have 21 players, which for varsity is perfectly
fine. We’d like to have more for
the j-v team, also. It’s kind of in
between there.
“For returners, we graduated
our defense, all of them,” Teter
said. “We return our entire offense.
So, it’s a matter of filling in the
defensive spots. We have a couple
of guys who are ready to go for
goalie who can fill right in for Brian
Wilson (who graduated in 2017).
We’re kind of piecing together a
back line still.”
Two seniors can be in the net for
the Blue Lions; Darion Streitenberger and Kenny Arboleda.
“Darion’s been a reserve goalie
for us for his career,” Teter said.
“He’s a pretty good defender, also.
And Kenny is new to us, but he’s
looking pretty good as a goalkeeper,
as well.
“Our captains last year were Seth
Hanusik, Kenny Upthegrove and
Alex Trombold,” Teter said. “They
were all defenders and they were
all seniors last year. That’s who we
have to replace this year.”
Washington will have nine
seniors, seven juniors, two sophomores and three freshmen on the
team.

“Six of our seniors have played
together since the sixth grade,”
Teter said. They are Jack Luebbe,
Max Schroeder, Nate Horton,
Isaiah Barden, Jordan Behm and
Darion Streitenberger. Rounding
out the senior class are Alan Bailey, Matthew Gilmore and Kenny
Aroboleta.
Juniors are Blaise Tayese, Washington’s leading goal-scorer from
last season (he was named Second
Team, All-SCOL last year); Alan
Schreckengaust, Sam Willis, Trent
Langley, Jackson Singleton, Nick
Bishop and Ethan Smith.
Sophomores are Grant Kuhlwein
and Josh Waters.
Freshmen are Riley Downing,
Shawn Willis and Preston Hines.
The SCOL is no more.
The new league for Washington
is the Frontier Athletic Conference.
Wilmington and Clinton-Massie
(along with East Clinton, which
does not have a soccer program)
have joined the Southern Buckeye
Athletic & Academic Conference.
Remaining as a group to join the
FAC are Miami Trace, Hillsboro,
McClain and Chillicothe.
Bringing the new league’s membership up to six is Jackson.
“We have scrimmaged them
every year up until this year,” Teter
said of the Ironmen. “They should
be a solid program. We played them
this summer and they were decent.
They have five seniors that are
going to do most of the work. They
have a ton of freshmen.
“Chillicothe will be the favorite
to win the league again,” Teter said.
“Chillicothe and Wilmington split
last year and they beat everybody
else, so they were co-champions.
Chillicothe (graduated) three of
their best players, but their j-v team
was really good anyway.
“Miami Trace brings back
most of their players,” Teter said.
“It’s pretty obvious three of their
best players were Blake Pittser,
Ethan Conn and (goalkeeper)
Tim Kinzler. They will be hard to
replace. I think they will still be a
solid team.
“I imagine Hillsboro will be
improved,” Teter said. “They will
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2017 WASHINGTON BLUE LION SOCCER TEAM — (front, l-r); Jordan Behm, coach Josh Miller, Alan Bailey, Isaiah Barden, Nate
Horton, Darion Strietenberger, Matthew Gilmore, Max Schroeder, Jack Luebbe; (middle, l-r); coach Jeremy Smith, Samuel Willis,
Allan Schreckengaust, Preston Hines, Reilly Downing, head coach Aaron Teter; (back, l-r); Jaxson Singleton, Nicholas Bishop,
Blaise Tayese, Grant Kuhlwein and Josh Waters. Not pictured: Ethan Smith, Trent Langley and Kenny Arboleta Munoz.

be better than last year.”
At the time the Record-Herald
interviewed Teter (Aug. 3), the
Blue Lions had not established
their goals for the 2017 season.
“We’ve got a heavy senior class
that’s been together for a long
time,” Teter said. “So, we expect to
have several wins and be a competitive team. We haven’t put a number
on anything.”
Jeremy Smith, David Bender and
Josh Miller comprise the coaching
staff again for 2017. Miller will
work with goalkeepers for both the
boys and girls teams.
“We definitely have skill all over
the field,” Teter said. “It’ll be exciting to see how we can maximize
the players’ potential.”
In addition to home and away
matches with Hillsboro, Chillicothe, Jackson, McClain and Miami
Trace, the Blue Lions will play nonleague teams Fairfield (Leesburg),
Waverly, London, Southeastern
(Ross), Westfall and North Adams.
“We beat Fairfield fairly handily
at home,” Teter said. “It was kind
of a down year for them. They have
a good youth program and they can
be good again this year.
“We’ve played London once a
year since they left the SCOL,”

WASHINGTON BLUE LION SOCCER SENIORS — (l-r); Nate Horton, Jordan Behm,
Matthew Gilmore, Darion Strietenberger, Alan Bailey, Isaiah Barden, Max Schroeder
and Jack Luebbe.

Teter said. “I think we’ve split
with them the past six years. That
should be a competitive contest.
“We played Southeastern last
year,” Teter said. “They are an upand-coming program. They beat
us at home and that was our worst
game. Hopefully we’ll do better
against them this year.
“Westfall has a really young and
still growing program,” Teter said.
“We’re looking forward to the
season,” Teter said. “I think our
team should be able to score a good
number of goals this year. The guys
we have on defense and in goal
should be able to keep us in games
and hopefully that will turn into
wins for us.”

Washington Boys
Varsity Soccer
Tues., Aug. 22 Leesburg Away 6 p.m.
Tues., Aug. 29 Hillsboro Home 5 p.m.
Thurs., Aug. 31 Chillicothe Away 5 p.m.
Thurs., Sept. 7 Waverly Away 7:15 p.m.
Tues., Sept. 12 Jackson Home 5 p.m.
Thurs., Sept. 14 McClain Away 5 p.m.
Sat., Sept. 16 London Away 6 p.m.
Tues., Sept. 19 Miami Trace Away 5 p.m.
Thurs., Sept. 21 Hillsboro Away 6:45 p.m.
Tues., Sept. 26 Chillicothe Home 6:45 p.m.
Thurs., Sept. 28 Jackson Away 6:45 p.m.
Sat., Sept. 30 Southeastern Away 11:45 a.m.
Tues., Oct. 3 McClain Home 6:45 p.m.
Thurs., Oct. 5 Miami Trace Home 6:45 p.m.
Mon., Oct. 9 Westfall Away 7:15 p.m.
Thurs., Oct. 12 North Adams Home 6:45 p.m.
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Panther soccer increases training
Will look to grind games out at the end
By Chris Hoppes

choppes@aimmediamidwest.com

The Miami Trace Panthers boys soccer team is coming off its most successful season in the program’s history as
the 2017 season gets underway.
Josh Thoroman returns for his third
season as head coach. Sean Sweeney is
back for his third season as assistant
coach for the Panthers.
The Panthers graduated the leading
scorer in the program’s history in Blake
Pittser. Pittser is now attending Wright
State University where he is a member
of the men’s soccer team.
“I’ll keep tabs on him all fall,” Thoroman said. “I expect he’ll do very well
for them.”
Thoroman spoke about the Panthers’
2016 campaign.
“The season that we had last year was
the most wins for a Miami Trace soccer
team,” Thoroman said. “We won the
first Sectional title in the 28-year history of the program. We defeated Logan
Elm, 4-0. They were a pretty good
match-up, actually.
“In the District tournament, we got
beat by a good Athens team,” Thoroman said.
Seniors on the team last year, in
addition to Pittser, were: Tim Kinzler,
Harrison Anthony, Ethan Conn, Nick
Elrich, Todd Peterson and Thomas
Bondi.
“They led us to our record of 12-5-1,”
Thoroman said. “Miami Trace has won
one league title and that was in 2006.”
Chillicothe and Wilmington were cochampions of the final-ever season of
the South Central Ohio League.
Those teams split with each other
and beat everyone else in the league
twice. The loss to Wilmington was the
only loss by Chillicothe in four years in
the SCOL.
“That was probably the best Wilmington team in that program’s history,”
Thoroman said.
The Panthers went 7-4-1 in the SCOL
last season to capture third place.
In addition to a school record 12
wins, the Panthers also set a school

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald

MIAMI TRACE SOCCER SENIORS — (front, l-r); Ethan Powell, Preston Huff, Jaymon Flaugher, Harris
Adams; (back, l-r); Brett Lewis, Cameron Carter, Matt Fender and Adam Ginn.

record with seven shutout victories. At
one point, the Panthers won six matches in a row.
Washington was fourth, followed by
McClain, Clinton-Massie and Hillsboro.
East Clinton does not have a soccer
program.
Wilmington, Clinton-Massie and
East Clinton are now members of the
Southern Buckeye Athletic & Academic
Conference.
Miami Trace, Washington, McClain,
Hillsboro and Chillicothe, along with
Jackson, form the new Frontier Athletic
Conference.
Pittser accounted for 38 of Miami
Trace’s 77 goals the past two seasons.
In his high school career, Pittser scored
59 goals and recorded 25 assists.
Miami Trace’s goalkeeper, Tim
Kinzler, is playing soccer at Maranatha
Baptist University in Wisconsin.

“They are a perennial contender in
National Christian College tournament
every year in Florida,” Thoroman said.
“Ethan Conn has been our secondleading scorer the past two seasons,”
Thoroman said. Pittser and Kinzler
were First Team, All-SCOL and First
Team, All-District last year. Conn was
Second Team, All-SCOL and Second
Team, All-District.
“Looking ahead to this season, we
return (senior) Brett Lewis, who was
Second Team, All-District,” Thoroman
said. “And we have Preston Huff and
Matt Fender back (also seniors this
year) and they were Honorable Mention, All-District last year.
“We will have eight seniors this year,”
Thoroman said. Seniors not mentioned
above are: Harris Adams, Cameron
Carter, Jaymon Flaugher, Adam Ginn
and Ethan Powell.

Miami Trace
Boys Soccer

Sat., Aug. 19 Circleville Away 1 p.m.
Tues., Aug. 29 Chillicothe Home 5 p.m.
Thurs., Aug. 31 McClain Away 5 p.m.
Sat., Sept. 2 Fairfield Union Home 2 p.m.
Thurs., Sept. 7 Unioto Away 7:30 p.m.
Sat., Sept. 9 London Away 1 p.m.
Tues., Sept. 12 Hillsboro Away 5 p.m.
Thurs., Sept. 14 Jackson Away 5 p.m.
Tues., Sept. 19 Washington Home 5 p.m.
Thurs., Sept. 21 Chillicothe Away 6:45 p.m.
Tues., Sept. 26 McClain Home 6:45 p.m.
Thurs., Sept. 28 Hillsboro Home 6:45 p.m.
Tues., Oct. 3 Jackson Home 6:45 p.m.
Thurs., Oct. 5 Washington Away 6:45 p.m.
Wed., Oct. 11 Lynchburg-Clay Away 6:45 p.m.
Thurs., Oct. 12 Waverly Home 5 p.m.

In addition to eight seniors, the Panthers have four juniors, Drew Batson,
Devin Howard, August Langley and
Coby Seyfang; 13 sophomores and six
freshmen.
“We have 31 or 32 boys,” Thoroman
said. “We have a foreign exchange student moving in. We’re sitting on 31, for
sure.
“We’ll have a 12-game j-v schedule
this season,” Thoroman said. “So, that’s
exciting with 31 players.”
Thoroman charted the progress of the
program.
“In 2015 (finishing with a record
of 7-10-1) we scored 33 goals but we
allowed 75,” Thoroman said. “Last year,
we scored 44 goals and we only allowed
25.” The Panthers went 3-8-1 in the
SCOL in 2015.
“All five of our losses were to superior competition,” Thoroman said. “We
did what we could. We tell the guys, if
it’s a game we should win, then we need
to play hard and win it. If you give your
best effort and another team is just
better than you, there’s nothing to be
ashamed of. The guys bought into that.
“We took care of business (last
year),” Thoroman said. “Outside of the
No. 1 seed in the tournament and the
two teams that were league co-champs,
we did take care of business last year.
“Jackson was one of the top teams
in the entire Southeast District three
seasons ago,” Thoroman said. “The
last two years, they’ve struggled. I look
for them to bounce back. I’ve already
scouted them this summer and they are
a decent team. They have some talent.
“Hillsboro and McClain will be good
See PANTHER SOCCER | 13
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2017 MIAMI TRACE PANTHERS SOCCER
TEAM — (front, l-r); Brett Lewis, Cameron
Carter, Adam Ginn, Matt Fender, Ethan
Powell, Jaymon Flaugher, Preston Huff,
Harris Adams; (second row, l-r); Caleb
Perry, Devin Riggs, Devin Howard, Drew
Batson, August Langley, Coby Seyfang,
head coach Josh Thoroman; (third row,
l-r); Henry DeBruin, Simon DeBruin, Jake
Harris, Justin Shoemaker, Grant DeBruin,
Jonathan Silva, Jacob Downing; (back, l-r);
Matthew Webb, Alex Smith, Ethan Steele,
Jaden Haldeman, Christian Caldwell and
Gavin Puckett. Not pictured: Kody Burns,
Hunter Roush, Sam Braden and assistant
coach Sean Sweeney.

PANTHER SOCCER from 12

league battles as usual,” Thoroman
said. “I think they’ll be about the same
this year as they were last year.
“Washington Court House, they have
some talented players,” Thoroman
said. “Of course, that’s our county rival.
Blaise Tayese and Jack Luebbe, they
could start for any team in the league.
They are tremendous players.
“Chillicothe is better than ever,” Thoroman said. “They are the favorite to
win the league.
“We have a solid team,” Thoroman
said. “We have a lot of talent. We’ve
been really working hard. We’re running
three miles three times a week. We’re
hitting the weights three times a week.
We’ve ramped up our physical training.
“And we’ve been focusing on the
fundamentals every night in practice,”
Thoroman said. “My practices have not
been exciting, at all, for the players.
But, we are definitely putting in the
work and we’re looking for that to yield
results this season. We’re not going to

be afraid to grind games out.
“We have talent spread out through
each of the four classes,” Thoroman
said. “So, I anticipate our program
should stay pretty strong.
“Our goals will be slightly different,” Thoroman said. “We will try and
contend for a league title in the first
season of the Frontier Athletic Conference. Last year, Chillicothe beat us 1-0
and 2-1. We’ve proven we can compete
against Chillicothe.”
The non-league portion of the schedule includes matches against Circleville, Fairfield Union, Unioto, London,
Lynchburg-Clay and Waverly.
“We added Fairfield Union,” Thoroman said. “They played Chillicothe
in the District championship game
last year (winning, 2-0).” Chillicothe
was ousted by Columbus St. Francis
DeSales, 3-0 to end the year with a
record of 18-2-1.
“We also added Lynchburg-Clay,”
Thoroman said. “They went three or
four games deep into the Division III

tournament last year.
“Our schedule, I feel, is beefed up
compared to seasons in the past,” Thoroman said. “Just about every night out
is going to be a battle.”
“Our biggest loss was losing Blake
Pittser and losing Tim Kinzler and
Ethan Conn and Harrison Anthony,”
assistant coach Sean Sweeney said.
“Those are big shoes to fill. But, we
have a bunch of young guys that are

41012048

really, really talented. I think they’re
ready to step up.
“Even though we don’t have Blake
Pittser walking out there, we have kids
that are ready to take that challenge
of stepping into those big roles,” Sweeney said. “Every night we’re
putting them under a lot of pressure,
stuff they haven’t seen before so that
when it comes game time, they’ll be
ready to go.”
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Lady Lion soccer seeks to improve in ‘17
By Chris Hoppes

choppes@aimmediamidwest.com

There’s no getting around the fact that
the 2016 season was a tough one for
the Washington Lady Blue Lion soccer
program.
The team went 0-18 on the season.
Each new season brings with it the
chance to start over and the Lady Lions
and second-year head coach Tammi
Ramsey are looking forward to that.
“We have more girls out at this point
this year than we did last year,” Ramsey
said. “We have 18 girls and 14 of them are
returning, which is awesome.
“We graduated two from last year’s
team,” Ramsey said. “Kayla Kimmett and
Sarah Snyder.”
Washington will not have a j-v team this
year.
Tracy Patterson is the assistant coach.
Josh Miller is a volunteer coach who will
help with the goalkeepers on both the girls
and boys teams.
“There were some growing pains last
year,” Ramsey said. “We had graduated
quite a few seniors the year before. The
seniors last year, it was their fourth head
coach in four years.
“We know what we’re looking at,”
Ramsey said. “We’re not starting over.
One of the struggles we had last year was
learning how to start over. This year, it’s
time we move forward. We’re not going to
forget everything we learned last year, but
we’d like some better results, obviously.
“I see us moving in a very positive light,
especially with the amount of returning
players that we have,” Ramsey said. “About
70 or so percent of our players last year
had either never played before, or had not

Advantage

Physical
Therapy, LLC
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2017 WASHINGTON LADY BLUE LION SOCCER TEAM — (front, l-r); Savanna Davis, Tessa Yoakum, Jaelyn
Mason; (second row, l-r); Jaedynn Duell, Zoee Clay, Hannah Patterson, Morgan Myers, head coach Tammi
Ramsey; (third row, l-r); assistant coach Tracy Patterson, Danika Marcum, Arianna Heath, MacKenzie
Shaffer, Sammie Arbogast, assistant coach Josh Miller; (back, l-r); Carly Dodds, Keirra Marcum, Kassidy
Hines, Shawna Conger and Taylor Smith.

played in a long time.
“Some of the girls this past winter did
play indoors,” Ramsey said. “I know quite a
few of them got in there and played. Indoor
play is quick. If you can control the ball
inside, you’re going to have a lot better foot
skills and game management.
“We have a couple of new faces, but a lot
of returning experienced players,” Ramsey
said.
Seniors are Savanna Davis, Jaelyn Mason
and Tessa Yoakum.
“We have a strong junior class of five,”
Ramsey said. “We have four returning
sophomores and four freshmen.”

halftime, 2-2,” Ramsey said.
“The team to beat has got to be
Chillicothe,” Ramsey said. “Hillsboro has a
solid program.
“This year, we’re looking to possess the
ball and play smartly,” Ramsey said. “(Last
year) the thought process to possess wasn’t
there. You can’t just kick the ball and run
after it. You have to play with possession
in mind. It conserves energy and helps
prevent injuries. That’s another of our goals
this year, injury prevention. We’ve been in
the weight room with Coach (Mark) Bihl.
He’s put the girls to work and they’re doing
an awesome job in there.
“I want to teach the girls to play smart
soccer and from there, the wins will come,”
Ramsey said. “I’m excited for the season.
We’ve got fantastic returning players. We’ve
got some fresh faces with new energy.
We’re moving in the right direction, as far
as being a cohesive unit.
“It’s a new season,” Ramsey said. “No
positions are set. The competition is there.
We can only move forward.”

Chillicothe won the final-ever South
Central Ohio League title in 2016.
Hillsboro was second, followed by
Wilmington, Clinton-Massie, Miami Trace,
McClain and Washington.
Washington will have 10 league matches
in the new Frontier Athletic Conference
and six non-league matches.
Non-league opponents are Fairfield
(Leesburg), Waverly, London,
Southeastern, Westfall and North Adams.
Washington’s closest match last year was
a 4-2 loss to London.
“If I remember correctly, we were tied at

Washington Girls
Varsity Soccer

Tues., Aug. 22 Leesburg Away 4:30 p.m.
Tues., Aug. 29 Hillsboro Home 6:45 p.m.
Thurs., Aug. 31 Chillicothe Away 6:45 p.m.
Thurs., Sept. 7 Waverly Away 5:30 p.m.
Tues., Sept. 12 Jackson Home 6:45 p.m.
Thurs., Sept. 14 McClain Away 6:45 p.m.
Sat., Sept. 16 London Away 7 p.m.
Tues., Sept. 19 Miami Trace Away 6:45 p.m.
Thurs., Sept. 21 Hillsboro Away 6:45 p.m.
Tues., Sept. 26 Chillicothe Home 5 p.m.
Thurs., Sept. 28 Jackson Away 5 p.m.
Sat., Sept. 30 Southeastern Away 10 a.m.
Tues., Oct. 3 McClain Home 5 p.m.
Thurs., Oct. 5 Miami Trace Home 5 p.m.
Mon., Oct. 9 Westfall Away 5:30 p.m.
Thurs., Oct. 12 North Adams Home 5 p.m.

Fayette County’s most experienced
Sports Medicine Specialist!

- NFL Super Bowl

- NFC Championship

Orthopedic, Sports, Work Comp and Hand Therapy
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- NFL Hall of Fame Game
New England Patriots

1392 Rawling St., Washington C.H., OH 43160
(740) 333-PT4U (7848)
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- 45 Years
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MT girls soccer looks to continue 2016 trend
By Chris Hoppes

choppes@aimmediamidwest.com

The Miami Trace Lady Panthers soccer team showed marked improvement in
2016 over 2015.
Despite a record of 4-13-0 overall, many
of the matches were more competitive and
closer in the final result than the previous
season.
The Lady Panthers went 4-8-0 in the
final-ever season of girls soccer in the
South Central Ohio League.
There will be 10 league matches this
season in the new Frontier Athletic Conference; two each against Washington,
McClain, Hillsboro and Chillicothe, and
the newcomer to this grouping, Jackson.
Caitlin Francis will be in her fifth year as
head coach of the team after spending one
season as assistant coach.
Her assistant coach again this season is
Greg Roades.
“I think we definitely improved a lot last
year,” Francis said. “It was a good year of
growth for us. Hopefully, we will continue
to see (improvement) this year.”
There were 11 seniors on the team last
year.
“We did graduate some key people,
including our keeper, Taylor Barrett,”
Francis said. “Other girls who graduated
include Allison Streitenberger, our sweeper; Makayla Eggleton, a fullback; Hanna
Reisinger, she was our leading scorer
last year; Chris Hoppes | Record-HeraldLauren
Truex was an outside mid, she was one of
the top players on our team.”
Reisinger and Truex were First Team,
All-SCOL last year. Barrett was Second
Team, All-SCOL.

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald

2017 MIAMI TRACE LADY PANTHER SOCCER TEAM — (front, l-r); Kasi Payton, Brooke Heinz, Cassidy
Tolliver, Morgan Leasure, Jillian Sollars, Morgan Miller, Jordan Bernard; (middle, l-r); Magarah Bloom,
Aubrey Schwartz, Cassidy Lovett, Reagan Barton, Becca Ratliff, Tori Evans, Macy Creamer, Jenna Griffith;
(back, l-r); head coach Caitlin Francis, Lena Steele, Emily Powell, Krissy Ison, Natalee Payton, Khenadi
Grubb and assistant coach Greg Roades.

“We definitely have to find people to
step up and fill those roles,” Francis said.
“We have a lot of new faces, even some
new juniors and seniors, who either haven’t
played in awhile or who are getting into
the sport for the first time.
“We’re hoping some athleticism on
their part will help them fill some of those
roles,” Francis said. “Some of our returning juniors and sophomores, we’re hoping
they will step up this year.”
There are seven seniors on this year’s
team. Five of them are in their fourth year
with the team. Two are newcomers.
Four-year seniors are: Brooke Heinz,
Cassidy Tolliver, Jillian Sollars, Jordan Bernard and Kasi Payton.

Morgan Leasure and Morgan Miller are
the two first-year seniors.
There are eight juniors, four being in
their third year and four in their first year
with the program.
Third-year juniors are: Lena Steele,
Becca Ratliff, Khenadi Grubb and Macy
Creamer, and first-year juniors are: Krissy
Ison, Tori Evans, Natalee Payton and Cassidy Lovett.
Emily Powell and Aubrey Schwartz
are sophomores in their second year on
the team and Jenna Griffith is a first-year
sophomore.
Magarah Bloom and Reagan Barton are
the two freshmen on the team.
“At least half of the upper classmen are

returning players and they know the game
very well,” Francis said. “I’m expecting
them to step up and fill those roles. I definitely think they have the knowledge and
the skills to do so.
“It’s just a matter of being able to work
with all the new players and try to get a
smooth game going and good connections
between everyone as we do have a lot of
new faces coming in.”
The numbers have increased from last
year, according to Francis.
“This is the most (participants) we’ve
had that I can remember,” Francis said.
Francis spoke a bit about the new league.
“Chillicothe and Hillsboro were very
strong last year,” Francis said. “We’ve
scrimmaged Jackson in the past. I don’t
know how many kids those teams graduated last year.
“I hope that we will be competitive with
those teams,” Francis said. “We grew a
lot last year. The gaps in the scores of
our games decreased. If we continue that
growth, we should be right in the thick of
things.
“We have a handful of girls who play on
indoor or club teams in the spring,” Francis said. “That may be around five girls.
“Our goal is always to continue improving from last season,” Francis said. “That
can be in a lot of areas; the number of
wins, the number of goals we score, allowing less goals against us. We just want to
continue to improve our program.
“Our middle school team is now a school
sport,” Francis said. “It is helping feed into
our high school program, which is why our
numbers are larger now.”
See MT Girls soccer | 23
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Wishing all athletes and
fans a great season!
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Lady Lion volleyball: Young, but determined
By Chris Hoppes

choppes@aimmediamidwest.com

Ashley DeAtley returns for her third season as the head coach of the Washington
Lady Blue Lion volleyball team.
Washington went 12-9 overall last season. The Lady Lions placed third in the
final-ever season of the South Central Ohio
League with a record of 10-4.
Washington lost twice to league champion Chillicothe and twice to Miami Trace in
the regular season before turning around
and upending Miami Trace in the Sectional
tournament. The Lady Lions then had
their season ended in the Sectional finals
by Unioto.
“We beat everyone in the league, except
when it came to Chillicothe and Miami
Trace, we just couldn’t pull out the win,”
DeAtley said. “Our matches with Miami
Trace were very close, especially when we
played them out there.”
Last year, on Sept. 13, Miami Trace
beat Washington three sets to two (25-17,
25-20, 16-25, 13-25, 17-15) and on Oct. 6,
the Lady Panthers won, 3-1 (25-10, 25-15,
18-25 and 25-23).
In the tournament, the final tally in favor
of Washington was: 23-25, 19-25, 25-19,
25-23 and 15-12.
In the Sectional finals, Unioto defeated
Washington, 25-7, 25-13 and 25-13. It was
the second year in a row the Shermans
ended the Lady Lions’ season at that stage
of the tournament.
“Last year we graduated a large group
of seniors,” DeAtley said. Seniors last year
were: Victoria Jones, Susanna Eckstein,
Madalyn Wayne, Miranda Landis, Haley
Maxie and Jazzy Robinette.

“That was a big part of our team that
saw action throughout the season,” DeAtley said. “We had some tall girls in that
group. Haley was our libero for the last
two years.
“This year, I only have four girls returning who played varsity last year,” DeAtley
said. Seniors this year are Faith Kobel, Delaney Greer and Trinity Ragland.
“Faith is in her third year on varsity,”
DeAtley said. “Delaney is in her third year
on varsity.
“Hannah Haithcock (a junior), this will
be her third year on varsity,” DeAtley said.
“Halli Wall, a sophomore, is in her second
year on the varsity.
“I have some depth in the small numbers
with the years that they’ve been there,”
DeAtley said. The challenge will be mixing
in five players with no varsity experience.
“That’s what we’re running into,” DeAtley said. “But, the girls have awesome
attitudes. They are fun wherever they go.
It doesn’t matter how hard they are working, they are doing it with a smile on their
face. It’s kind of a different attitude than
in the past. Before it’s been a little more
competitive with more kids with varsity
experience.
“This year we’re young, but they are
determined,” DeAtley said. “We’ll see
where it takes us.”
Washington has a total of 19 players in
grades 9-12.
Completing the varsity lineup at the
start of the season, in addition to those
previously mentioned, will be juniors
Tabby Woods, Maddie Jenkins and Grace
Gerber and sophomore Rayana Burns.
See LADY BLUE Volleyball | 17
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2017 WASHINGTON LADY BLUE LION VARSITY VOLLEYBALL TEAM — (l-r); coach Angie Haithcock, coach
Michelle Gernert, Grace Gerber, Maddie Jenkins, Trinity Ragland, Delaney Greer, Tabby Woods, Hannah
Haithcock, Rayana Burns, Halli Wall and head coach Ashley DeAtley.

Martin Graham | Record-Herald

2017 WASHINGTON LADY BLUE LION J-V VOLLEYBALL TEAM — (front, l-r); Emma Funari, Ashlynn
Thevenot, Emily Semler, Brittney Wilson, Mackenzie Truex, and Kara Vohra; (back, l-r); coach Angie
Haithcock, Mallory Hicks, Amya Haithcock, Jessika Young, Rachel Palmer, coach Michelle Gernert and
coach Ashley DeAtley. Not pictured is coach Zack Balahtsis.

KIRKPATRICK FUNERAL HOME
BEST OF LUCK!
WASHINGTON C.H.

BLUE LIONS
PANTHERS
MIAMI TRACE
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Supporting the youth of Fayette County!

151 Jamison Road SW • Washington C.H. • 740-335-0335 • www.yusa-oh.com
41013531

Washington C.H.
740-335-0701

ROGER KIRKPATRICK
www.kirkpatrickfuneralhome.com

New Holland
740-495-5216
41014535
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2017 WASHINGTON MIDDLE SCHOOL 8th GRADE VOLLEYBALL TEAM — (front, l-r); Ellie Lynch, Katy
Picklesimer, Savannah Osborne, Aaralyn Estep, Mallori Tucker, Maycee Whitt and Jordan Mead; (back, l-r);
Jelecya Smith, Olivia Wayne, Haven McGraw, Meredith Pabst, Emilee Wilson, Kassidy Olsson, and coach
Morgan Gardner.

LADY BLUE Volleyball from 16

There are two sophomores and eight
freshmen on the reserve team.
“Rayana Burns comes over to volleyball
this year,” DeAtley said. “She last played
volleyball in the seventh grade. She’s just a
stellar athlete all the way around.
“I think she was thinking about (playing
volleyball) last year,” DeAtley said. “She
came up to me at the fall sports banquet
and introduced herself. It’s been good.
“Trinity played j-v for us last year,”
DeAtley said. “She’s a right side hitter. She
played middle for us at j-v.
“Tabby Woods and Maddie Jenkins
were two girls I brought up at tournament
time,” DeAtley said. “They were able to
come in and practice with us. They’ve seen
the tempo, but not completely a full season
of games.
“Faith will be in the middle,” DeAtley
said. “You might see her swing some different positions at different times, but she’s
our big blocker in the middle. She has the
height. She is one of our most experienced
players at this level. She competes on the
club season. She’s knowledgeable of the
game.
“Delaney and Halli play club,” DeAtley
said. “A lot of my younger ones, middle
school and j-v, play club. You might see
some j-v players come up during the season if we would need it. We’ve talked about
that, but nothing is set in stone with who
that might be.
“Hannah Haithcock is a big outside for
us,” DeAtley said. “You may possibly see
her come into the middle, as well. We’re
speeding up her swing, getting her to

swing a lot faster.
“Grace Gerber was on the j-v team last
year,” DeAtley said. “Grace adds a lot of
hard work and charisma. She has a great
attitude. She puts all she has into playing.
“Rayana is taking it all in this summer,”
DeAtley said. “Trying to gain as much
experience as she can. She plays AAU basketball in the spring. She’s really improved
in this short amount of time.
“We’re really trying to be as flexible as
possible this season, because we have so
many people who are inexperienced at the
varsity level,” DeAtley said. “We’re going
to go with where the day takes us. The
girls are open-minded about it.
“Halli is going to be our setter,” DeAtley
said. “She’s been working really hard in the
off-season.”
Zack Balahtsis returns as the j-v coach.
Michelle Gernert and Angie Haithcock are
assistant coaches.
Morgan Gardner will coach the eighth
grade team and Beth Brannigan will be the
seventh grade coach.
“Zack does a good job of checking in and
seeing what we need at the varsity level,”
DeAtley said. “The past two years, I’ve had
12 on my team. This year, the number is
lower at nine. You might see a couple (of
the j-v players) come up quicker than what
they have in the past. We haven’t counted
out that option. They’re going to be a
really strong team. They were really strong
as an eighth grade team.”
DeAtley spoke a bit about the new Frontier Athletic Conference.
“Sure, you’d like to see a couple more
(schools) in the league,” DeAtley said.

Martin Graham | Record-Herald

2017 WASHINGTON MIDDLE SCHOOL 7th GRADE VOLLEYBALL TEAM — (front, l-r); Jordan Mead (stats),
Natalie Woods, Kaylin Hughes, Isabel Fernandez and McKenzie Rummer; (back, l-r); Kendall Dye, Kadence
Stonebreaker, Madison Haithcock, Abby Wilson and Morgan Gardner.

“But, it gives us the opportunity to go outside the league and see what that’s like.”
Washington has non-league matches
against Waverly, Fairfield, London, Madison Plains, Clinton-Massie, Paint Valley
and Southeastern. They will play in the
Unioto tournament on Sept. 2.
“Chillicothe and Miami Trace, of course,
are the teams to beat,” DeAtley said. “It’s
always fun to play Miami Trace, we’ve got
to beat them. We’ve got those two on our
radar. The girls want the league back. They
want the title back. We’re always fighting
for it. We had it for so many years. It’s one
of those things.
“I know Chillicothe has a new coach,”
DeAtley said. “But their girls are familiar
with him. They’re strong, they have a
really good offense. Their libero sweeps
everything up off the floor.
“Miami Trace’s setter is pretty strong,”
DeAtley said. “We saw them during a summer tournament. Doug (head coach Mace)
does a really nice job.
“We don’t know much about Jackson,”
DeAtley said. “We saw them a couple of
years ago and they were pretty scrappy. We
haven’t played them recently.
“McClain has a new coach,” DeAtley
said. “She was on our staff a couple of
years ago; Taylor Alsop.”
“Myself and the coaches are really
excited about this season,” DeAtley said.
“It’s different than the past two seasons.
We see a new outlook with the girls. They
know their weaknesses, that’s something
different from the past. They’re ready to
work on every aspect of those. The girls

Photo by Mary Kay West

LADY BLUE LION VOLLEYBALL SENIORS — (l-r);
Trinity Ragland, Delaney Greer and Faith Kobel.

are pushing hard every day. This is a fun
team to be around. It’s hard to leave the
gym when you’re practicing really hard.
There’s a different attitude and it’s fun to
be around.”

Washington Varsity
Volleyball

Mon., Aug. 21 Waverly Home 6:30 p.m.
Wed., Aug. 23 Leesburg Away 6:30 p.m.
Sat., Aug. 26 London Away TBA
Tues., Aug. 29 Hillsboro Home 6:30 p.m.
Sat., Sept. 2 at Unioto tournament TBA
Tues., Sept. 12 Jackson Home 6:30 p.m.
Thurs., Sept. 14 McClain Away 6:30 p.m.
Tues., Sept. 19 Miami Trace Away 6:30 p.m.
Thurs., Sept. 21 Hillsboro Away 6:30 p.m.
Mon., Sept. 25 Madison Plains Away 6:30 p.m.
Tues., Sept. 26 Chillicothe Home 6:30 p.m.
Thurs., Sept. 28 Jackson Away 6:30 p.m.
Sat., Sept. 30 Clinton-Massie Home 9:30 a.m.
Sat., Sept. 30 Paint Valley Home 12:30 p.m.
Tues., Oct. 3 McClain Home 6:30 p.m.
Thurs., Oct. 5 Miami Trace Home 6:30 p.m.
Sat., Oct. 7 Southeastern Away 11:30 a.m.
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017 MIAMI TRACE 7th GRADE VOLLEYBALL TEAM — (front, l-r); Courtney Carter, Alaina Baughn, Peyton
Black, Gracey Ferguson, Kelsey Pettit, Avery Cockerill; (back, l-r); coach Alex DeWitt, Madison Williams,
Hillery Jacobs, Sophia Parsons, Sara Dawson, Maddee Scott and McKinley Kelley.
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2017 MIAMI TRACE 8th GRADE VOLLEYBALL TEAM — (front, l-r); Faith Morrison, Mallory Conklin,
Mckenna Snow; (back, l-r); Mckenna Casto, coach Alex DeWitt, Milana Macioce, Ali Cusic, Kennedy Kelley,
Kennedy Worley, Sierra Kyle, Libby Aleshire, Madison Johnson and Sidney Payton.

MT volleyball trying to break through to the top
By Chris Hoppes

choppes@aimmediamidwest.com

The Miami Trace varsity volleyball
team placed second in the final-ever season of the South Central Ohio League in
2016.
Veteran coach Doug Mace returns for
his third season at Miami Trace.
“We were very proud of the girls last
season,” Mace said.
Miami Trace went 14-8 overall, 12-2 in
the SCOL.
They defeated rivals Washington C.H.
twice during the regular season. In a
third meeting, starting out the Sectional
tournament, Washington rallied from 2-0
down to win, 3-2.
Seniors last year were Clare Sollars,
Samantha Ritenour and Kylie Reisinger.
“They did a real good job for us as far
as just having the team do the things we
were working on finally starting to put it
on the floor consistently,” Mace said. “We
lost three good seniors.” Ritenour was
First Team, All-SCOL last year.
Erica Marshall, returning, was First
Team, All-SCOL last year and returning junior Ashley Campbell was Second
Team, All-SCOL in 2016.
“Sam was our middle and she’s going to
be hard to replace, all six-foot-one of her,”

MIAMI TRACE VOLLEYBALL SENIORS — (l-r); Tabby
Landrum and Dyamin Baker.

Mace said. “She’s playing in college at
Marietta. We’re excited for her and we’re
going to miss her.
“We’re trying to fill her shoes,” Mace
said. “We’re getting a couple of girls ready
to take on a lot more of the work load in
the middle for us. We have some young
ones who I think, in time, will get there.
It’s going to take a little work.
“Kylie was our other middle, so, we lost
two middles,” Mace said. “That’s probably
the biggest thing we’re working on this
year. Clare played right side and setter for

us the last few years. We lost three kids
who were out there all the time and they
did a lot of work for us.
“We’re going to have some new faces
this year,” Mace said. “We’re going to
have some young kids on the team. It’ll be
fun to watch them mature.”
Erica Marshall is a senior this year.
“She will be playing in the middle for
us,” Mace said. “She might be a little on
the outside. She played some in the middle last year. We had a bit of an unorthodox offense, we were moving kids around
a little bit. It’ll be a little different this
year. She’s one who has the most experience in the middle. She’ll help lead on the
offensive side.
“Our other two seniors are Tabby Landrum and Dyamin Baker,” Mace said.
“Those will be our two defensive specialists. One will be our libero. This will be
Dyamin’s third season on varsity and the
fourth for Tabby. They’ll both be back row
passers for us. We try to work our defense
around those two kids. They share at least
80 percent of the passing duties. We’re
going to depend on them.
“Our three seniors are a pretty good
corp group for us to build around,” Mace
said. “We’ve got a little bit of leadership
on the offensive side.
“We have two returning juniors to the

varsity,” Mace said. “Ashley Campbell
was our main setter last year. She’s going
to return to that spot again. We may use
her maybe a little bit more offensively this
year than we did last year. She did a really
good job of managing the team.
“Jessica Camp is kind of a utility player
for us,” Mace said. “We used her on the
right side the majority of the time. Once
in awhile, if someone is dinged up or hurt,
we’ll use Jessica to fill their spot.”
Other juniors are Taylor Dawson, Alyssa Pettit and Kaylee Hauck.
“Taylor played a little varsity last year,
but mostly j-v,” Mace said. “Alyssa played
on the j-v team last year as a middle.
Kaylee was on the j-v last year and we’ve
moved her up to varsity.
“We have two sophomores on the
team this year, Sydney Howard and Kate
Leach,” Mace said. “Sydney will probably
play mostly on the right side for us this
year. Kate will probably be working a lot
in the middle.
Two freshmen are Shalyn Landrum and
Olivia Fliehman.
“Shalyn will be setting and possibly
on the back row a little bit,” Mace said.
“We’re looking at Olivia to play on the
outside for us. She’s shown us a lot of
See MT Volleyball | 19
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things we really like.”
The coaching staff remains intact for
2017.
Michelle Teis will coach the j-v team
and Jenna Persinger is helping with the
varsity and coaching the freshman team.
“We just don’t know at this time (Aug.
3 when Mace sat down with the RecordHerald) how many opponents will have a
freshman team,” Mace said.
Alex DeWitt will coach the eighth grade
and Brittany Warnock will coach the seventh grade team.
There will be a net loss of four league
matches this season as Wilmington,
Clinton-Massie and East Clinton join the
Southern Buckeye Athletic & Academic
Conference and Miami Trace, Washington, McClain, Hillsboro and Chillicothe
form the new Frontier Athletic Conference with Jackson.
“I haven’t seen Jackson play a whole
lot,” Mace said. “Their coach has been
there for awhile. For the most part,
they’ve had good teams. They’ve been
consistent. I look for them to be a good
addition to our league.
“You still have to look at Washington
Court House and Chillicothe as the two
stronger teams that everyone’s going to
gear up for,” Mace said. “Chillicothe’s
been strong the past three or four years.
“As for Washington, we beat them twice
during the regular season and they beat
us in the tournament,” Mace said. “And
all the games were close and either team
could have won.
“Hillsboro and McClain are tough,”
Mace said. “With us adding Jackson, it
made the league stronger, volleyball-wise.
It doesn’t look like there are going to be
any easy games in our new league.”
Miami Trace has 21 matches this

Miami Trace
Varsity Volleyball

Sat., Aug. 19 F. Union/Sheridan at F. Union 10 a.m.
Sat., Aug. 26 at Athens Invit. 10 a.m.
Tues., Aug. 29 Chillicothe Home 6:30 p.m.
Tues., Aug. 31 McClain Away 6:30 p.m.
Tues., Sept. 12 Hillsboro Away 6:30 p.m.
Thurs., Sept. 14 Jackson Away 6:30 p.m.
Sat., Sept. 16 at Circleville Invit. 10 a.m.
Tues., Sept. 19 Washington Home 6:30 p.m.
Thurs., Sept. 21 Chillicothe Away 6:30 p.m.
Tues., Sept. 26 McClain Home 6:30 p.m.
Thurs., Sept. 28 Hillsboro Home 6:30 p.m.
Tues., Oct. 3 Jackson Home 6:30 p.m.
Thurs., Oct. 5 Washington Away 6:30 p.m.
Sat., Oct. 14 at Logan Elm Invit. 10 a.m.
J-V matches start at 5 p.m.; Saturday invitationals
are varsity only
Miami Trace Junior High Volleyball
Tues., Aug. 29 Chillicothe Home 5 p.m.
Thurs., Aug. 31 McClain Away 5 p.m.
Tues, Sept. 12 Hillsboro Away 5 p.m.
Thurs., Sept. 14 Jackson Away 5 p.m.
Tues., Sept. 19 Washington Home 5 p.m.
Thurs., Sept. 21 Chillicothe Away 5 p.m.
Tues., Sept. 26 McClain Home 5 p.m.
Thurs., Sept. 28 Hillsboro Home 5 p.m.
Tues., Oct. 3 Jackson Home 5 p.m.
Thurs., Oct. 5 Washington Away 5 p.m.
7th grade play at 5 p.m., followed by 8th grade

season, including participating in three
invitationals (Athens, Aug. 26, Circleville,
Sept. 16 and Logan Elm, Oct. 14).
“We’ll play three matches (best two of
three sets) in those tournaments,” Mace
said.
The Lady Panthers began the season
with a tri-match at Fairfield Union, along
with Sheridan. The remainder of the individual matches are all league affairs.
Out of the 14 dates the Lady Panthers
will be in action, only five of those will
be home matches. So, folks will want to
be sure and come out to support Miami
Trace on Aug. 29 (Chillicothe), Sept. 19
(Washington), Sept. 26 (McClain), Sept.

Good
Luck
To All Of The 2017 Fall Sports Participants
Hillsboro
937-393-5797
Wilmington
937-382-2253
Jamestown
937-675-4951
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2017 MIAMI TRACE VOLLEYBALL TEAM — (front, l-r); Shalyn Landrum, Hazen Jacobs, Dyamin Baker,
Tabby Landrum, Kylie Pettit, Laura Dawes; (middle, l-r); Anna Williams, Grace Bapst, Abby Arledge, Gracie
Greene, Kaylie Lott, Chloe Scott, Addy Little, Piper Grooms, Saylor Moore; (back, l-r); head coach Doug
Mace, Jessica Camp, Taylor Dawson, Olivia Fliehman, Kate Leach, Sidney Howard, Tapanga Sanderson,
Alyssa Pettit, Courtney McDonald, and assistant coaches Michelle Teis and Jenna Persinger. Not pictured:
Erica Marshall, Ashley Campbell, Kaylee Hauck and Jaysa Walisa.

28 (Hillsboro) and Oct. 3 (Jackson).
“One of the fun things to watch this season will be to see how quickly our young
kids can learn to play at the varsity pace,”
Mace said. “If they can adapt well to that
and learn; it’s going to be learn on the fly.
“We have our players chosen,” Mace
said. “Now we have to put the offenses
and defenses in, sorting out where we
want everybody to play. We’re pretty confident about our corp of returning players.
If we can just get the younger girls acclimated to the pace and the speed, we’ll see
how we go.
“I really like what I’ve seen so far,”
Mace said. “I’m looking forward to the
season starting and seeing how what
we’ve put together is going to be out
there. Our number one goal is to be able
to compete with all the other teams we
play.
“We want to see ourselves do better and

have a chance to win the league,” Mace
said. “We want to be battling at the top.
Last year, we were knocking at the door;
we got close. The year before that, I think
we were third in the league. So, we’ve
been competitive.
“If we can continue to be toward the
top and fighting for it, we’ll break down
that door,” Mace said. “Out here, we’ve
never won a league championship in volleyball. There have only been two or three
Sectional champions. We have a lot of
uncharted territory. When we have some
success, a lot of times it’s brand new for a
lot of these girls.
“We’ve had a lot of strong teams in
the other girls sports,” Mace said. “For
some reason, volleyball has never broken
through to that next level. We want to win
something. We want to let people know
that we’re here. Hopefully, one of these
days this work will pay off.”

Good Luck
Washington Blue Lions and
Miami Trace Panthers!

London
740-852-1051
Washington C.H.
740-335-0690
Toll Free
800-638-7588
41012918

Reliable Service Since 1957

9083 U.S. Hwy. 22 E., P.O. Box 326
New Holland, Ohio 43145
For All Your LP Gas Needs

1-800-244-OGAS (0427)
or 740-495-5394

41014295
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Numbers good again for Blue Lion cc
By Chris Hoppes

choppes@aimmediamidwest.com

Ryan Day returns for his third season
as head coach of the Washington Blue
Lion cross country team.
The Washington girls team placed second in the South Central Ohio League
last year.
They had two runners make First
Team, All-SCOL in junior Maddy Garrison and freshman Rayana Burns.
Garrison made it all the way through
the postseason to the State meet on a
very sunny first Saturday in November
last year at National Trail Raceway,
where she placed 41st in Division II out
of a field of 179 runners.
Burns will not be on the cross country
team this year. She will be a member of
the Washington volleyball team.
Washington’s boys cross country team
placed sixth at the league meet, held in
Chillicothe.
“We’ll have a smaller league,” Day
said. “And, we’ll lose some good competitors. I don’t know much about Jackson
and the strengths and weaknesses of that
program. We’ve run against them here
and there, but not enough for me to have
much of an impression.
“The other schools, especially Chillicothe and Miami Trace, will be probably
fighting for the league titles,” Day said.
“Chillicothe is probably the favorite for
the girls and I would say Miami Trace
will still be very good on the boys’ side,
even though they graduated Blake Pittser. They have several younger kids who
are very good.
“Our numbers are very good again,”
Day said. “I think we’re going to have
roughly 12 boys, probably a few more,
that’s the hope; and I think for the girls,
we have eight or nine. You need five to
score and you can have up to seven that
can score for tie-breaking purposes.
“Last year we had incredible numbers
and it really helped with competition,
pushing each other,” Day said. “We’re
still working on getting a few more kids
out.” (Day sat down with the RecordHerald to discuss the team and the
upcoming season on Aug. 3, nearly three
full weeks before the first meet of the
season.)

Martin Graham | Record-Herald

2017 WASHINGTON BLUE LION CROSS COUNTRY TEAM — (front, l-r); Garren Walker, Brooklyn Devenport, Tahja Pettiford and Alexa Harris; (second row, l-r);
Abby Tackage, Jordan Kearns, Camryn Waldrop, Cloe Copas, Catelyn Colter, Haley Copas and Maddy Garrison; (third row, l-r); Jordan Rohrer, William Baughn,
Keiya Satoh, Grant Patterson, Nick Geiler, Kameron Morris, Connor Lane and Joey Pickelheimer (back, l-r); coach Louis Reid, Kalub Wilkerson, Cody Riley, Chris
Conger, Chris Grove, Brandon Underwood and head coach Ryan Day.

“We have 14 boys right now,” Day
said. “We have seven girls. We don’t have
quite the numbers of girls that we had
last year.
“We have quite a few boys returning,”
Day said. “Grant Patterson, Chris Conger, Nick Geiler, Christian Grove, Cody
Riley, Keiya Satoh and Brandon Underwood are seniors.
“Kameron Morris is a junior,” Day
said. “He might be our number one guy.
Connor Lane is our other junior boy.
Sophomores are Will Baughn, R.G.
Crabtree and Kalub Wilkerson; freshmen
are Gabe Pickerill and Jordan Rohrer.
“For the girls, the seniors are Maddy
Garrison, Camryn Waldrop, Haley
Copas, Alexa Harris,” Day said. “Last
year was the first time Maddy advanced

to the State meet. Maddy is looking to
run in college.”
There are no junior girls on the team.
Sophomores are Catelyn Colter and
Abby Tackage. There is one freshman,
Chloe Copas.
On the schedule, there are eight regular season meets, plus the new league,
Frontier Athletic Conference, meet is
set for Thursday, Oct. 12 at Hillsboro’s
Liberty Park.
The District meet is Saturday, Oct.
21 at Rio Grande University. Then the
Regional is at Pickerington North High
School on Saturday, Oct. 28 and the season culminates with the State meet Nov.
4 at National Trail Raceway.
The Blue Lions will host a meet at Tim
Walters’ farm on Saturday, Sept. 30.

“We’re trying to get some high-quality
schools to come and it’s looking pretty
good that they will,” Day said.
Louis Reid is again coaching the middle school cross country team.
“We’re very thankful that we have
enough kids to have a team at every
level,” Day said, meaning boys and girls
high school teams and boys and girls
middle school teams.
As far as goals, Day said, “We’d like to
win the league. In lieu of that, we’d like
to be in the top three at the league meet.
Our individuals have goals, as well.”
Seniors last year were Ethan Stewart
and Mallory Whitworth.
The season began Aug. 23 and continues this Saturday at Wilmington.
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Washington Varsity
Cross Country

Wed., Aug. 23 McClain Invit. Away TBA
Sat., Aug. 26 Finish Timing at Wilmington TBA
Sat., Sept. 2 Kiwanis Invit. at Circleville TBA
Sat., Sept. 9 at Zane Trace Invit. TBA
Sat., Sept. 16 at Cedarville Invit. TBA
Sat., Sept. 30 Invit. at Walters’ farm TBA
Sat., Oct. 7 at Unioto Invit. TBA
Thurs., Oct. 12 FAC meet at Hillsboro TBA
Tues., Oct. 17 at Yellow Springs Invit. TBA
Sat., Oct. 21 Districts at Rio Grande TBA
Sat., Oct. 28 Regionals at Pickerington N. H.S. TBA
Sat., Nov. 4 State at National Trail Raceway TBA

Martin Graham | Record-Herald

2017 WASHINGTON MIDDLE SCHOOL CROSS COUNTRY TEAM — (front, l-r); head coach Louis Reid, Ian Roush, Shelbee Crago, Mia Moats, Chloe Lovett, Kaelin
Pfeifer, Jacob Colter and coach Ryan Day; (back, l-r); Jack Mead, Jacob Moore, Kylan Lawwell, Luke Rader, Branton Dawes and Justin Grove.

Martin Graham | Record-Herald

WASHINGTON LADY BLUE LION CROSS COUNTRY SENIORS — (l-r); Camryn Waldrop, Alexa Harris, Tahja
Pettiford, Maddy Garrison and Haley Copas.

Martin Graham | Record-Herald

WASHINGTON BLUE LION CROSS COUNTRY SENIORS — (front, l-r); Nick Geiler, Grant Patterson, Cody
Riley and Keiya Satoh; (back, l-r); Chris Conger, Christian Grove and Brandon Underwood.
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MT cc to contend for FAC title
By Chris Hoppes

choppes@aimmediamidwest.com

The Miami Trace boys cross country
team placed second in the final-ever South
Central Ohio League meet in 2016.
The leader of the team, Blake Pittser,
winner of the SCOL the last two seasons,
has graduated and is attending Wright
State University.
Many of the other members of the team
are back for the 2017 season under the
direction of head coach Jeff Smallwood,
now in his fifth season.
Wilmington won the SCOL last year,
followed by Miami Trace, Chillicothe, Hillsboro, Clinton-Massie, Washington, East
Clinton and McClain.
On the girls’ side, Miami Trace did not
have enough runners to field a team.
Chillicothe won the girls SCOL title,
followed by Washington, Wilmington, Hillsboro and East Clinton.
“Our main goal was to win the SCOL
last year,” Smallwood said. “When I started, I believe we were sixth or seventh out
of eight. Then we came up into the middle
of the pack.
“Last year, we really thought we could
get over the hump,” Smallwood said. “We
lost by three placement points. I don’t
think we could have ran any better. Wilmington just had a little too much depth. To
win the league was our goal, so we were
disappointed. We knew things were trending in the right direction to get runner-up.
“This year, in the new Frontier Athletic
Conference, that’s another goal, to win that
league this year,” Smallwood said.
“Blake came in and was a freshman my

GOOD LUCK

first year coaching,” Smallwood said. “You
just can’t replace him. He was a four-time
First Team, All-SCOL runner and a twotime SCOL champion. Blake competed in
three fall sports (soccer and a kicker on
the football team). He enjoyed running.
He enjoyed being the leader of the team.
His legs were tired on Saturday mornings
after the football game, but, he never complained.
“As far as the leadership standpoint and
running standpoint, we can’t replace him,”
Smallwood said. “We have a good group of
boys who can step up. We had three Second Team, All-SCOL runners who are back
(in sophomores Simon DeBruin and Henry
DeBruin and junior Nick Foody).
“I don’t know much about Jackson,”
Smallwood said of the school new to
the returning five former SCOL schools
forming the Frontier Athletic Conference.
“They have an above average team. They
would have competed with us last year. I
didn’t really see anything that stood out.
“Chillicothe is always tough,” Smallwood
said. “Hillsboro always has runners there.
Washington, coach (Ryan) Day always has
them ready to go. They’re always in shape.
McClain, coach (Steve) Roble is trying to
get his numbers up.
“We have 13 varsity boys and nine varsity girls,” Smallwood said. “We hope we
can keep those numbers together.
“The DeBruin brothers look great,”
Smallwood said. “I’m really excited to
see them out there. Nick Foody, he’s only
going to be a junior. He’s a great kid, great
student, works hard. Jake Atwood, Wyatt
Cory, they are juniors who have cracked
the top five on our team the past two years

MIAMI TRACE PANTHERS &
WASHINGTON BLUE LIONS ATHLETES

• BROYHILL
• LA-Z-BOY
• ENGLAND
• RIVERSIDE
495-5181
• FLEXSTEEL
• SERTA
• G.E. APPLIANCE
• LANE
1-800-870-KIRK
Mon.,Wed., Thurs. • 8:30 am - 9 pm • Tues., Fri., Sat. • 8:30 am - 5 pm

41014298

9 West Front Street
New Holland, Ohio
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2017 MIAMI TRACE BOYS CROSS COUNTRY TEAM — (front, l-r); August Langley, Jake Atwood, Brad Yerian,
Wyatt Cory, Cole Howland; (back, l-r); Matthew Warner, Henry DeBruin, Simon DeBruin, head coach Jeff
Smallwood, Nick Foody, Bo Little and Caleb Brannigan.

in scoring. Jake and Wyatt and Nick have
been running since the seventh grade.
“Bo Little is going to be a freshman,”
Smallwood said. “Bo won the SCOL junior
high title last year. I’m expecting good
things from Bo. He puts in the work. I
would be very surprised if he’s not in our
top seven that we take to the line. We have
to narrow these 13 down to seven by the
time of the District. During the season,
they are all running. The first five score
and places six and seven are considered for
tie-breaking purposes.
“Todd Peterson, our other senior last
year, worked hard,” Smallwood said. “He
showed our younger kids the way to work.
He was always motivated and he motivated
the younger kids, too. Blake and Todd are
just good young adults.
“Brad Yerian is our only senior this
year,” Smallwood said. “Cole Howland and
August Langley are our other two juniors.
August wasn’t able to run last year, but he
ran the three years prior.
“Matthew Warner is our other sophomore, along with Henry and Simon,”
Smallwood said. “Matthew works hard. He
thoroughly enjoys being part of the team.
“Our freshmen are Bo Little, Caleb Brannigan and Mcale Callahan,” Smallwood
said.
Last year, Miami Trace’s girls team was
comprised of mostly freshmen.
Returning girls are Sayler Preston, who
has been running since seventh grade.
Aubrey McCoy, Devan Thomas, Abby
Arledge, Lilly Litteral and Kylie Pettit are

the other sophomores.
Juniors are Addie Braden, Kylie Munro
and Mackenzie Munro.
“Aubrey has some tendinitis right now,”
Smallwood said. “She did excellent in track
last year.
“Deven Thomas is new,” Smallwood
said. “She runs hard and she’ll help the
team out.
“Kylie and Abby ran last year,” Smallwood said. “They both look very strong
right now. You can tell they’ve been running over the summer.
“We will compete this year as a high
school girls team,” Smallwood said. “We’ve
been down the past few years and we’ve
had trouble lining a team up. I feel this
year we should be able to beat some teams.
“Lilly Litteral ran track last year,” Smallwood said. “This is her first year trying
distance out. She was a little concerned
because she’s more of a sprinter. She works
hard and she’ll get there.
“This is Addie’s first year out and she’s
excited to be on the team,” Smallwood
said.
“Chillicothe’s going to be tough to
beat on the girls’ side,” Smallwood said.
“They’ve got those young girls and they
are tough with the distance. I don’t know
about the Jackson girls.
“Court House, with Maddy Garrison
coming back, she went to State last year,”
Smallwood said. “She cracked the top third
of the field.”
See MT CROSS COUNTRY | 23
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MT Cross country from 22

“I think last year, as a team, we placed
third at the Ohio Classic,” Smallwood said
of the Hillsboro meet.
“On the girls’ side, we want to improve,”
Smallwood said. “We want to put a team
on the line for every event. We want to be
able to beat some teams and improve our
times from the beginning of the season to
the end. The girls are going to work hard.
Our goal would be to finish in the middle
of the pack.
“For the boys, with the amount of returners we have back and the newcomers,
we’ve got a good core,” Smallwood said.
“Our goal is to win the league. Chillicothe
and Hillsboro will be a battle.
“I think we can bring some hardware

Chrisman

Conditioning

home from some of these invitationals,”
Smallwood said. “And, our junior high
boys look really strong, too.”
Tyler Robertson returns as the middle
school coach.

Miami Trace Cross
Country

Wed., Aug. 23 McClain Invit. Away 4:30 p.m.
Sat., Sept. 2 Hillsboro - Ohio Classic 10 a.m.
Sat.,, Sept. 9 Zane Trace Invit. Away 10 a.m.
Sat., Sept. 16 Aaron Reed Invit. at SEHS 9 a.m.
Sat., Sept. 23 George Rogers Clark Invit. TBA
Wed., Sept. 27 Aaron Carter Invit at Westfall 5 p.m.
Sat., Sept. 30 Cross the Creek Invit. 10 a.m. *
Thurs., Oct. 12 FAC meet at Hillsboro 4:30 p.m.
Tues., Oct. 17 Yellow Springs Invit. 4:30 p.m.
Sat., Oct. 21 Districts at Rio Grande TBA
Sat., Oct. 28 Regionals at Pickerington TBA
Sat., Nov. 4 State at Nat’l Trail Raceway TBA
* at Tim Walters farm

Jim & Mark Chrisman
Owners
1020 E. Market St.
Washington C.H., OH 43160

740-335-2620

Good Luck To All Athletes
For Washington C.H. & Miami Trace!
www.chrismanh2o.com
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MT Girls soccer from 15

Miami Trace has five non-league
matches: at Circleville on Aug. 19, at
Unioto on Sept. 7, home against Athens
on Sept. 16, home against Minford on
Oct. 7 and at Lynchburg-Clay on Oct. 11.
“I want the girls to go out there and
compete and have fun,” Francis said.
“The point of them playing is to have
that love for the sport and enjoyment as
they do play.
“We had our first scrimmage (on Aug.
5) and everyone was very positive and
optimistic,” Francis said. Miami Trace
beat Logan Elm, 7-1.
“Everyone going into the season is
very positive and excited about playing,”
Francis said. “We have a good attitude
with our team. I’m really looking forward
to the season. I’m excited about all the
returning players, I think they’re very

strong. And the new faces we have on
the team will really be a huge asset to
us.”

Miami Trace
Girls Soccer

Sat., Aug. 19 Circleville Away 11 a.m.

Tues., Aug. 29 Chillicothe Home 6:45 p.m.
Thurs., Aug. 31 McClain Away 6:45 p.m.
Thurs., Sept. 7 Unioto Away 5:30 p.m.
Tues., Sept. 12 Hillsboro Away 6:45 p.m.
Thurs., Sept. 14 Jackson Away 6:45 p.m.
Sat., Sept. 16 Athens Home 2 p.m.
Tues., Sept. 19 Washington Home 6:45 p.m.
Thurs., Sept. 21 Chillicothe Away 5 p.m.
Tues., Sept. 26 McClain Home 5 p.m.
Thurs., Sept. 28 Hillsboro Home 5 p.m.
Tues., Oct. 3 Jackson Home 5 p.m.
Thurs., Oct. 5 Washington Away 5 p.m.
Sat., Oct. 7 Minford Home 1 p.m.
Wed., Oct. 11 Lynchburg-Clay Away 5 p.m.

Court Street
Animal Hospital

414 E. Court Street, Washington C.H., Ohio 43160
Robert G. Vanzant, D.V.M.

740-335-8555
new patients welcome

SERVICES

◆ Cats and Dogs Only
◆ Animal Laser
Surgery
Job Number: 41001433
Customer: 633-COURT
STREET ANIMAL
◆ Animal Digital
X-Rays
HOSPIT
Phone: (740)335-8555
◆ Pet Wellness Visits
◆ In-House Pet Pharmacy
◆ Spaying & Neutering
◆ Pet Microchipping
◆ Pet Dental Care
◆ Vaccinations
◆ Flea and Tick Medication
◆ Pet Ear Medications
◆ Special Pet Diets
◆ Safest Anesthesia for Your Pet

41014691
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2017 MIAMI TRACE GIRLS CROSS COUNTRY TEAM — (l-r); Abby Arledge, Aubrey McCoy, Lilly Litteral, Kylie
Pettit, Devan Thomas and head coach Jeff Smallwood. Not pictured: Sayler Preston, Addie Braden, Kylie
Munro and Mackenzie Munro.

2017 MIAMI TRACE LADY PANTHER J-V SOCCER TEAM — (front, l-r); Hailee Schirm, Kasi Payton,
Lenza Williamson, Xue Xin Shi, Alayna Huddleson; (middle, l-r); Isabella Vanover, Jenna Griffith,
Natasha Andreas, Addy Little, Haylee Anders, Addie Cockerill; (back, l-r); assistant coach Greg
Roades, Krissy Ison, Charlotte Jacobs, Addie Campbell, Natalee Payton, Callynne Cockerill, Aubrey
Schwartz and head coach Caitlin Francis.
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Lady Panther tennis looking for turnaround
By Chris Hoppes

choppes@aimmediamidwest.com

The Miami Trace Lady Panthers tennis team will be looking
to move up in the standings in
2017.
It’s a new beginning for the
local sports teams this season as
Miami Trace (along with Washington High School and three
other former SCOL schools) will
join Jackson to form the new
Frontier Athletic Conference.
Last season, Miami Trace was
seventh in the SCOL.
Chillicothe (one of the teams
now a member of the FAC) won
the final SCOL girls’ tennis title
in 2016.
Wilmington, Clinton-Massie
and East Clinton have joined the
Southern Buckeye Athletic &
Academic Conference.
Wilmington was second in
the SCOL last year, followed by
Washington, then Clinton-Massie,
then East Clinton and Hillsboro
and Miami Trace.
This will be head coach Kim
Schirtzinger’s fourth season at
Miami Trace.
League tennis matches will
drop to eight from 12 the past
few years.
It would appear that this would
make each meeting between
league teams that much more
important.
“I know the league talked about
having a tournament,” Schirtzinger said. “I don’t know if that’s
been decided yet, if they’re going
to have a tournament for placement in the league. Of course,
you get points for your play during the season.
“I think it’ll be a different
league,” Schirtzinger said. “Wilmington is gone; they were such a
big competitor.
“I think we’ll be good this year,”
Schirtzinger said. “We have a
lot of girls that have worked all
through the winter and they have
improved greatly.
“We have nine of our 10-person

team last year returning,” Schirtzinger said.
Miami Trace graduated just one
senior from last season’s team:
Macy Detty.
“We’ll have a team of 15,”
Schirtziner said. “Six of the girls
will be new. That will give us
enough to have a full j-v team, as
well, which will be wonderful.”
There are seven varsity spots
available on a high school team:
first, second and third singles and
first and second doubles.
Cassie VanDyke is one of three
seniors on the team. She is back
for her fourth season. She earned
Second Team, All-SCOL honors
in 2016.
Jackie Wisecup is a senior in
her second year on the team.
Angela Godnez is a senior in
her first year with the team.
There are no juniors on the
team this year.
Anita Pursell, Bailey Thompson, Haven Pepper, Kenzie Seyfang, Beth Hogsett, Kylie Slone
and Kennedy McDaniel comprise
the sophomore class of players.
Taylor Moore, Savanna Wisecup, Haley Anders, Lydia Zwoll
and Faith Cleveland are the freshmen.
“We’re hoping for a completely different season this year,”
Schirtzinger said.
As for the new league opponent, Jackson, Schirtzinger
said they are something of an
unknown component.
“Our goals include winning the
league,” Schirtzinger said. “As
much improvement as there has
been, it’s a definite possibility.
That’s what we’re working for
right now. And to stay injury-free
this year would be wonderful.”
Detty and VanDyke, the top
two players on the team last year,
both missed playing time due to
injuries in 2016.
“It completely changes everything when you have to move
people up into singles who
haven’t played there before,”
Schirtzinger said.

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald

2017 MIAMI TRACE LADY PANTHERS TENNIS TEAM — (front, l-r); assistant coach Alicia Musser, Jacklynn Wisecup, Cassie
VanDyke, Angela Godinez and head coach Kim Schirtzinger; (middle, l-r); McKenzie Seyfang, Anita Pursell, Haylee Anders,
Taylor Moore, Cameron Bucher, Savannah Wisecup; (back, l-r); Beth Hogsett, Haiven Pepper, Bayley Thompson, Kyleigh Slone,
Kennedy McDaniel and Loryn Leisure.

Miami Trace
Varsity Tennis

Tues., Aug. 15 Hillsboro Home 4:30 p.m.
Thurs., Aug. 17 Jackson Away 4:30 p.m.
Mon., Aug. 21 Clinton-Massie Away 4:30 p.m.
Tues., Aug. 22 Logan Elm Home 4:30 p.m.
Thurs., Aug. 24 Chillicothe Away 4:30 p.m.
Sat., Aug. 26 at Wilmington Invit. TBA
Tues., Aug. 29 Washington Away 4 p.m.
Wed., Aug. 30 Wilmington Away 4 p.m.
Tues., Sept. 12 Hillsboro Away 4:30 p.m.
Thurs., Sept. 14 Jackson Home 4:30 p.m.
Mon., Sept. 18 Clinton-Massie Home 4:30 p.m.
Thurs., Sept. 21 Chillicothe Home 4:30 p.m.
Tues., Sept. 26 Washington Home 4 p.m.
Wed., Sept. 27 Logan Elm Away 4:30 p.m.

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald

MIAMI TRACE TENNIS SENIORS — (l-r); Jacklynn Wisecup, Cassie
VanDyke and Angela Godinez.

Alicia Musser is the assistant coach.
In addition to eight league
matches, Miami Trace will
play former league rivals
Wilmington once and

Clinton-Massie twice. They
might meet Wilmington as
well in the Wilmington Invitational on Aug. 26. There
will also be home and away
matches with Logan Elm.
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Leach new Lady Lion tennis coach
By Chris Hoppes

choppes@civitasmedia.com

Samantha Leach is the new
Washington High School varsity girls tennis coach for 2017.
She takes over from Mitch
Augenstein, who coached the
team the past two years.
Leach played tennis for four
years at Miami Trace High
School.
She played first doubles as a
freshman and then played first
singles the next three years.
“I saw that Mr. Augenstein
was leaving and I just thought
it was a great opportunity,”
Leach said. “I love tennis; it’s
a great game. You can play for
your whole life. I was excited
when the job came open and I
thought, ‘You know what, why
not apply for it?’
“I’m glad I have the opportunity to coach the girls,” Leach
said. “This year, we have a lot
smaller team.” Washington had
16 team members last year and
nine this year.
“It takes seven to play on
the varsity,” Leach said. “We’ll
have two girls who will play
j-v.”
Washington went 15-3 last
season and finished third in
the final-ever season of the
South Central Ohio League.
Chillicothe won the league,
followed by Wilmington.
Clinton-Massie was fourth,

East Clinton placed fifth, Hillsboro was sixth and Miami
Trace was seventh. McClain
does not have a tennis program.
“We have had a great summer,” Leach said. “We have
had open courts. I have a few
girls who take lessons. The
girls are working hard.
“We are young,” Leach said.
“We have one senior, Chyna
Cupp.”
Juniors are: Megan Downing
and Jen Richards.
Sophomores are: Sydnie
Hall, Bethany Wilt, Brynn
Frederick and Payton Maddux.
Freshmen are: Brooklyn
Foose and Mei Kobayashi.
Downing played first singles
last year and is in that spot
again in 2017, according to
Leach.
“We’re going to look like a
new team,” Leach said. “Sydnie Hall played third singles
last year.
“With the kids that graduated last year, we have a lot of
kids who have to step in and
fill those shoes, playing new
positions they’re not used to,”
Leach said. “So, the experience may not be there in the
beginning, but I think that’s
what this year is going to be
about, just getting those kids
some experience and finding
where they fit best.
“I think they have been

Good Luck to all
Fall Sports
Participants

doing a good job all summer
preparing for that,” Leach
said. “They’ve been working
hard. Tennis is a such a short
season; we just started practice on August 1 and our first
match is on the 14th. The girls
are doing a good job of utilizing the time that we have to
prepare for our first match.
“Our lineup is not completely set,” Leach said (on Aug. 9).
“We’re still taking the next few
days to work that out.
“We’re a young team,” Leach
said. “Right now, I’m just looking for us to improve every
day, every match. We want to
have a winning season and I
think we’re very capable of
doing so. They had a great
season last year and I think
we can continue that with the
young players that we have.”
The assistant coach for 2017
is Paige Bihl.
“Paige and I played together
in high school,” Leach said.
“I’m excited to have her on
staff. It makes it fun coaching
with a friend.
“I want us to be competitive, for sure,” Leach said. “I
want to make sure the girls
are enjoying themselves and
having fun. I want to see them
getting better at tennis and
having fun; learning about life
and little things that you can
learn through sports.”
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2017 WASHINGTON LADY BLUE LION TENNIS TEAM — (front, l-r); Bethany Wilt, Mei
Kobayashi, Payton Maddux and Brynne Frederick; (back, l-r); head coach Samantha
Leach, Brooklyn Foose, Megan Downing, Jennifer Richards, Chyna Cupp and coach
Paige Bihl.

Washington Varsity Tennis
Mon., Aug. 14 London Home 4:30 p.m.
Tues., Aug. 15 Jackson Away 4:30 p.m.
Mon., Aug. 21 Circleville Away 4:30 p.m.
Tues., Aug. 22 Chillicothe Away 4:30 p.m.
Wed., Aug. 23 Logan Elm Home 4:30 p.m.
Thurs., Aug. 24 Hillsboro Home 4:30 p.m.
Sat., Aug. 26 at Marietta tournament 4:30 p.m.
Mon., Aug. 28 Circleville Home 4:30 p.m.
Tues., Aug. 29 Miami Trace Home 4:30 p.m.
Thurs., Aug. 31 Greeneview Home 4:30 p.m.
Tues., Sept. 5 London Away 4:30 p.m.
Mon., Sept. 11 Waverly Away 5 p.m.
Tues., Sept. 12 Jackson Home 4:30 p.m.
Mon., Sept. 18 Unioto Away 4:30 p.m.
Tues., Sept. 19 Chillicothe Home 4:30 p.m.
Thurs., Sept. 21 Hillsboro Away 4:30 p.m.
Mon., Sept. 25 Logan Elm Away 4:30 p.m.
Tues., Sept. 26 Miami Trace Away 4:30 p.m.
Thurs., Sept. 28 Unioto Home 4:30 p.m.
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Washington Lady Blue Lion
tennis senior, Chyna Cupp.
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Blue Lion golf younger in 2017 MT girls golf features many
Submitted article

Shannon Bartruff returns for his
ninth season as Washington Blue
Lion boys golf coach in 2017.
The Blue Lions placed fourth in the
final-ever season of the South Central
Ohio League in 2016.
Clinton-Massie won the league and
Wilmington placed second.
Those schools, along with East
Clinton, have joined the Southern
Buckeye Athletic & Academic Conference.
Miami Trace placed third in the
league last year. Hillsboro was fifth,
East Clinton sixth, McClain was seventh and Chillicothe was eighth.
Seniors on last year’s team were
Griffin Shaw and Kyler Mount.
The Blue Lions were a young team
last year and are even younger this
year.
“Heading into this golf season we
will be a very young team looking to
improve each and everyday,” Bartruff
said.
Washington will have no seniors on
the team this year.
There will be one junior, two sophomores and four freshmen.

The lone junior is returning player
Tyler Rood.
The two sophomores, Gabe Arazo
and Brock Morris, are returning from
last season.
The incoming freshmen are Caden
Hott, Brice Cartwright, Ty Rose and
Sam Shaffer.
“We have a group of very inexperienced golfers, but a group that I feel
has the potential to grow,” Bartruff
said. “Caden and Sam will begin the
year seeing some j-v matches with the
hope that they will progress and compete in varsity matches.
“We will roll with five golfers competing in our varsity matches as we
begin our FAC (Frontier Athletic
Conference) competition,” Bartruff
said. “We are going to strive each and
everyday to help grow young men
with integrity and class.
“Golf is a sport that is self-regulated for the most part at the high
school level,” Bartruff said. “We talk
daily about our young men exhibiting character in all situations. I hope
by the end of the season these young
men have grown individually and as
a team.”

Washington
Boys Golf

Courtesy photo

2017 WASHINGTON BLUE LION GOLF TEAM —
(front, l-r); Ty Rose, Gabe Arazo, Brice Cartwright;
(back, l-r); Brock Morris and Tyler Rood. Not
pictured: Caden Hott and Sam Shaffer.

Fri., Aug. 4 Grandview Invit. TBA
Tues., Aug. 8 McClain Invit. at Buckeye Hills TBA
Wed., Aug. 9 at Tournament, Pickaway Country
Club 8 a.m.
Thurs., Aug. 10 Miami Trace Home 4 p.m.
Mon., Aug. 14 Chillicothe Away 4 p.m.
Wed., Aug. 16 East Clinton Away 4 p.m.
Thurs., Aug. 17 Hillsboro Home 4 p.m.
Tues., Aug. 22 Jackson Away 4:30 p.m.
Wed., Aug. 23 Grandview Home 4 p.m.
Thurs., Aug. 24 McClain Home 4 p.m.
Tues., Aug. 29 Miami Trace Home 4 p.m.
Thurs., Aug. 31 Chillicothe Home 4 p.m.
Tues., Sept. 5 Hillsboro Away 4 p.m.
Thurs., Sept. 7 Jackson Home 4 p.m.
Tues., Sept. 12 McClain Away 4 p.m.
Wed., Sept. 13 Circleville Away 4 p.m.
Tues., Sept. 19 Unioto Away 4 p.m.

newcomers this year
By Chris Hoppes

choppes@aimmediamidwest.com

Chris Miller returns for his third season as head girls golf coach at Miami
Trace High School.
The league in which Miami Trace is
now competing, the Frontier Athletic
Conference, has a total of six schools and
four of them have a girls golf team.
In addition to Miami Trace, there are
teams from McClain, Hillsboro and Jackson High Schools.
Clinton-Massie, Wilmington and East
Clinton, all featuring girls golf teams,
have moved to the Southern Buckeye
Athletic & Academic Conference.
Five players graduated in 2017 from
last year’s team: Tori Riley, Marissa
Sheets, Lindsey Worley, Makayla Eggleton and Macey Stires.
Riley was named Second Team, AllSCOL in 2016.
Miami Trace has four seniors this year,
all first-year players: Tanner Bryant,
Maddi Wallace, Taylor Perkins and McKenzee Dunn.
There is one junior, Shelbie Rowan, in
her third year on the team.
There are no sophomores this year.
Bridget Perkins is a freshman.
Hillsboro won the final-ever SCOL
girls golf title in 2016.
Clinton-Massie was second, followed
by McClain, Miami Trace, Wilmington
and East Clinton.
“With four girls being their first time
out and at least two of them have never
touched a golf club before the first day of
practice, we’re just looking for improvement throughout the year,” Miller said.
“I want to teach the girls the game. I
want them to have fun and hopefully
they will continue to play past their high
school years.
“Having such a small league with only
four schools, it’ll give us a chance to
know our fellow competitors and allow
the other teams to help out a little bit,”
Miller said. “I’m excited to teach and
excited for the girls to hopefully learn a
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2017 MIAMI TRACE LADY PANTHERS GOLF TEAM —
(front, l-r); Shelby Rowan, Bridget Perkins; (back,
l-r); Taylor Perkins, Maddi Wallace, head coach
Chris Miller and Tanner Bryant.

little bit and enjoy themselves out on the
golf course.”
Hillsboro returns Kristin Jamieson,
who was First Team, All-SCOL last year.
She made it to State as an individual
(one of 12 who made it to State), shooting an 18-hole score of 84 on the Ohio
State Gray Course.
Emily Loudin also returns for Hillsboro.
“Hillsboro has a very good girls golf
team,” Miller said. “Coach (Dave) Hillard does a nice job.
“McClain was very competitive last
year,” Miller said. “They did graduate
their No. 1 player. I spoke to coach (Jarrod) Haines recently and they have 11 or
12 girls on the team.
“I don’t know anything about Jackson,” Miller said.

Miami Trace
Girls Golf

Wed., Aug. 9 McClain Home 4 p.m.
Wed., Aug. 16 Jackson Away 4 p.m.
Wed., Aug. 23 Hillsboro Home 4 p.m.
Wed., Aug. 30 McClain Away 4 p.m.
Wed., Sept. 6 Jackson Home 4 p.m.
Wed., Sept. 13 Hillsboro Away 4 p.m.
Thurs., Sept. 14 Clinton-Massie Home 4 p.m.
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New faces for MT golf team
By Chris Hoppes

choppes@civitasmedia.com

The Miami Trace boys golf team placed
third last year in the final-ever season of
the South Central Ohio League.
Kyle McConnaughey returns for his seventh season as the Panthers’ head coach.
Clinton-Massie won the league title last
year with Wilmington taking second.
Both of those schools have moved on to
the Southern Buckeye Athletic & Academic Conference, along with East Clinton
who placed sixth in the SCOL last year.
The Washington Blue Lions were
fourth, Hillsboro was fifth, McClain was
seventh and Chillicothe placed eighth.
Mitchell Creamer, who was First Team,
All-SCOL last year, has graduated. He will
be playing golf at Cedarville College.
Two other seniors last year were Ashton
Cox and Jacob Batson.
Miami Trace qualified to the District
tournament last year at Eaglesticks Golf
Club in Zanesville.
“Mitchell placed top five, but they only

took one individual to State,” McConnaughey said. “He didn’t get to go (to
State), but he played awesome.”
Tyler Eggleton, also First Team, AllSCOL in 2016, returns.
Nine of the top 15 players last year were
either from Clinton-Massie or Wilmington.
Miami Trace has 12 members of the golf
team for 2017.
There are three seniors: Heath Cockerill,
Brett Lewis and Cameron Carter.
For Lewis, who also plays soccer and
basketball, this will be his first year on the
golf team.
Cockerill, who plays basketball and
baseball, will be in his first year on the golf
team.
Carter, who is also a member of the
Miami Trace basketball team, is playing
golf for the third year.
The Panthers have three juniors on the
team this year.
Tyler Eggleton is in his third year on the
team. He shot the third-best score out of
50-something golfers in an early season

meet for the Panthers.
Drew Batson is on the team for the first
year.
Hayden Walters is a third-year member
of the team.
Trenton Crawford, first year; Dakota
Merritt, second year and Justin Marshall,
first year, comprise the sophomore class.
There are three freshmen: Tyler Adkins,
Dalton Minshall and Matthew Webb.
“We’re a young team,” McConnaughey
said. “We may not look young, as far as
grade-wise goes. We’re young as far as
golfing goes. We have a lot of work, a lot
of practice to do. I believe we will get better. The kids are putting in the time and
the work.
“It’s such a short season, I don’t know
how good we can actually become,” McConnaughey said. “I’m anxious to see how
good we can get in a short period of time.
“I think Tyler Eggleton has a very good
shot, if he can keep his game improving
and playing well, he has a good shot of
being First Team, All-league again and
moving on past Sectionals,” McCon-
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Miami Trace Boys
Golf

Thurs., Aug. 10 Washington Home 9 a.m.
Wed., Aug. 16 Jackson Home 4 p.m.
Wed., Aug. 23 Clinton-Massie Home 4
p.m.
Thurs., Aug. 24 Hillsboro Home 4 p.m.
Tues., Aug. 29 Washington Home 4 p.m.
Thurs., Aug. 31 McClain Away 4 p.m.
Tues., Sept. 5 Jackson Away 4 p.m.
Thurs., Sept. 7 Chillicothe Away 4 p.m.
Tues., Sept. 12 Hillsboro Away 4 p.m.
Sat., Sept. 16 FAC Tournament TBA *
Thurs., Sept. 21 Wilmington Home 4 p.m.
* Frontier Athletic Conference
Home course is The Greens (previously
the Club at Quail Run)

naughey said. “But, you know, that’s one
day. You can have a bad day, you never
know.”
“Washington is in the same boat as us,
except they are younger,” McConnaughey
said. “I have some older kids, but they are
just now starting to play golf. We’ll see
how quickly they can improve.
“Hillsboro, I think they start four or five
freshmen,” McConnaughey said. “They
had a rough time in the first invitational
match. Those kids will get better.”

Good luck this fall!
Here’s to success
in competition,
in the classroom,
and in life.
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2017 MIAMI TRACE PANTHERS GOLF TEAM — (front, l-r); Cameron Carter, Brett Lewis; (middle, l-r); Hayden
Walters, Tyler Eggleton, Drew Batson, Trenton Crawford, Dalton Minshall; (back, l-r); Dakota Merritt, Matthew
Webb, Justin Marshall, Kyler Adkins and head coach Kyle McConnaughey. Not pictured: Heath Cockerill.

Great Oaks offers more
than 40 career programs
for high school students
and adults.
www.greatoaks.com
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