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Guild. We university folks know some stuff, 
but it is the farmers that guide and develop 
the industry and determine what they need. 
They are the ones putting their time and 
money into the industry,” Bergefurd told the 
overfl ow attendees.

One of the speakers at the conference was 
Kevin Martin, Extension Educator for Penn 
State University in New York. He said Ohio 
hops production and breweries are growing 
faster than most states.

He shared insight into why hops is such a 
growing crop in Ohio. Consider:

• As of two years ago, there were 143 craft 
breweries in Ohio (12th in the nation), and 
the actual number as of February of this year 
is probably higher. Nationally, craft breweries 
have jumped 54 percent in the last four years;

• In Ohio, 1,385,100 barrels of craft beer 
were produced annually last year, 4th highest 
in the nation. That’s about 5 gallons per adult 
a year.

• To meet the Ohio craft beer needs, there 
needs to be at least 1,000 acres of hops in 
production.

Farmer Dave Volkman stood at the Ohio 
Hops Growers Guild booth during the 
trade show greeting visitors and fellow 
hops growers. He was all smiles. The 
Warren County hops grower is one of the 
organization’s founders. He said membership 
in the hops guild has grown at least 25 
percent each of the last four years.

How have things changed for hop growers 
in the last year or so? “We now have in the 
Growers Guild about 70 members. Last year 
we had 50, the year before that we had 25 and 
the year before that we had 10. So we have 
had steady growth,” he said.

“We now have about 50,000 hops plants in 
the ground today among our members, it was 
about 35,000 the year before and 25,000 the 
year before that, and 5,000 the year before. 
We are projecting if everything works out to 
be close to 125,000 plants by next year. We 
hope to also increase our membership some 
this year,” he said.

Volkman operates, along with his wife 
Nina, Ohio Valley Hops farm near Maineville 
and has attended all four of the conferences, 
seeing the crop rise from just a handful of 
growers fi ve years ago to the present boom 
caused by the growth of the microbreweries, 
who at fi rst got their hops from the west 
coast.

He said Ohio microbreweries are now 
showing a growing interest in local hops 
farmers. “We had 35-40 breweries with Ohio-
grown hops this last year. This is a rewarding 
sign.”

In addition to the hops growers at the 
conference, there were many prospective 
growers considering jumping on the hops 
bandwagon. How many new members will his 

group add this year? “That’s a great question. 
We don’t know year to year. We have been 
adding about 20-25 percent each year. We 
don’t know if it will slow down. We know 
there is plenty of room for growth in the state 
with the demand we have got and the acreage 
we have.”

But he was cautious to those interested 
in getting started. “If there is someone 
interested in growing hops, I would 
encourage them to fi rst do their homework. 
There’s a lot to this, not just growing. There’s 
some unique processing requirements that 
you need to have if you are going to sell hops. 
We have a website: www.ohgg.org and it has 
an interactive map with the locations and 
contact information for our hops growers,” 
he said.

“Defi nitely go visit three or four hops 
growers before you do anything. Hear the 
good, the bad and ugly of hops growing 
before you do anything, said Volkman.

At his booth during the conference, Scott 
was also sharing information with would-be 
growers.

Andrew Ghiloni of Newark came by to ask 
Scott questions about his hops, pellets and 
processing. And of course he took a whiff 
from the bag of cones or fl owers on Scott’s 
table. This was common for the growers; 
testing out the various aromas of the hops.

“This will be my fi rst year growing,” 
Ghiloni said.

Scott said his farm has two acres of hops. 
“Last year we did much better than expected. 
We had around 700 pounds wet. We were 
not expecting anywhere near that. The soil 

Fayette Veterinary Hospital

335-6161
1974 Columbus Ave.                          Washington C.H.

www.FayetteVeterinaryHospital.com 

Gary D. Junk, D.V.M                                                         Daryl L. Waits, D.V.M
Like us on 

40
96

76
91

By Gary Brock
gbrock@civitasmedia.com

PIKETON — Farmers Patty Roberts of 
Wayne County and Erik Scott of Brown 
County share more than just their passion 
for growing hops. Both will be entering their 
third year of producing Ohio’s fastest growing 
cash crop.

They are not alone.
At the Fourth Annual OSU Hops 

Conference and Trade Show Feb. 24 and 25 
in Piketon, Roberts and Scott were typical of 
the hops farmers overfl owing the conference 
at the Ohio Agriculture Research and 
Development Center in Pike County. Many 
were starting their third year of growing.

“I only know a few people who are starting 
their sixth year of growing hops,” said Scott, 
who operates Scott Farms near Georgetown. 
“I know a lot of third year growers like 
myself. I know a few four and fi ve-year 
growers, but not many.”

That may be because the number of hops 
growers in Ohio has skyrocketed at the same 
rate as the growth in Ohio microbreweries 
over the last four years. Those 
microbreweries springing up across the state 
need hops - the small cone-like fl ower grown 
on tall vines that when pelletized and brewed 
with malt barley and water gives beer its 
distinct fl avor.

The vast variety of fl avors of beer here 
in Ohio and across the nation produced 
by smaller independent breweries called 
“microbreweries” are called “craft beers” 
and account for the huge growth in hops 
production in Ohio.

Roberts was asked what crops she grew 
before she began hops production. “I didn’t 
grow anything, unless you count pumpkins. 
And everybody grows pumpkins,” she 
laughed, sitting at a round table with other 
hops growers between workshop sessions at 
the conference.

She and her husband Mike operate For the 
Love of Hops Farm near Wooster, and have a 
hops yard of about one acre.

Last year, her second year growing hops, 
she said they did well. “We had a lot of fi rst-
year plants and some second-year plants. We 
had about 200 pounds of pelletized hops. 
We were very happy. We sold it all,” she 
said. They had sold their hops to a Canton 
brewery.

She talked with other hops growers at the 
table about area microbreweries and who 
they were selling their crops to. Most only 
want pelletized hops rather than just the 
“wet” cone fl owers. “People are willing to 
buy if you have a different variety. It is best to 
just go to three or four breweries,” she said. 
Other growers around the table nodded in 
agreement.

Everyone wants to do a local beer in the 
summer, she said. “That is a great marketing 
thing. Growers need to sell their hops no 
matter what. The breweries are very into 
quality hops. They have been getting hops 
from places like Washington state, but want 
Ohio hops if they can get the quality and 
fl avor for craft beers. And our Cascade 
variety might taste different in Ohio soil than 
Washington state soil. It is hard to say.”

The conference was sponsored by Brad 
Bergefurd, hops advocate and Ohio State 
Extension Educator, and the Ohio Hops 
Growers Guild. “This is our fourth year 
for a hops conference. Four years ago we 
started the Ohio hops industry’s growth. 
We appreciate the support of the USDA and 
the Ohio Dept. of Agriculture and it really 
helped get us started. Another group that has 
been really helpful has been the Ohio Hops 

Hops: Raise your glasses to a growing crop

Photo courtesy of Gary Brock
A hops harvester is demonstrated during the 
annual Ohio Hops Conference in Piketon Feb. 24.

Fourth conference in 
Piketon highlights surge
in Ohio’s booming hops

See HOPS | 7
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By Martin Graham
mgraham@civitasmedia.com

The annual Fayette County 
Agricultural Hall of Fame 
dinner honored two more 
deserving individuals March 
7 with friends, family and 
many guests attending.

This year’s two inductees 
were John R. Cook I and 
James David Garland.

On behalf of the Cook 
family, J.R. Cook, John’s son, 
spoke of what he thought his 
dad would say to the guests 
in attendance. He knew 
John could tell them all how 
farming has changed over the 
years, and that John would 
have had much wisdom to 
share.

“It is a true honor to 
be here,” J.R. said before 
introducing the many family 
members who attended the 
dinner. “I was trying to fi nd 
the words. The words I think 
my father would use if he was 
up here. Humbled, honored, 
distinguished, proud. Those 
words are the ones that 
come to mind. He would 
have been very humbled to 
accept this award. He would 
have been up here to accept 
the award and would have 
been appreciative to join the 
members here and go in with 
Jim. He also would have tried 
to convey that any action 
that delivered this award 
to him was done with great 
modesty. He would tell you 
it was an honor to be on the 
boards and serve as a trustee 
as long as he did. He was a 
great man of character and 
witnessed a lot in his time. It 
is with great humility that my 
family and I are proud to be 
here today.”

John R. Cook was born 
May 21, 1932 to Charles 
and Christina Cook of 
Madison County. Ten years 
later the family moved to 
the home farm on Danville 
Road. John was the oldest 
son of six children. He had 
two brothers, David and 
Fred, and three sisters, 
Jane Throckmorton, Anna 
Lou Hutchens and Mary 
Goldberg. After graduating 

high school, John joined the 
U.S. Army and served for 
two years. He returned to 
work on the family farm with 
his father and brothers.

After his father retired 
and moved to Bloomingburg, 
John took over running 
the farm. John saw many 
changes in the farming 
industry. One big one was 
going from mixing and 
applying his own chemicals 
to having his custom blend 
applied by a company. John 
also raised sheep, cattle and 
occasionally hogs.

John was very involved in 
his community. He helped 
organize and was a past 
president of the Fayette 
County Shepard’s Club. 
He was also a member of 
the Fayette County Cattle 
Feeders. He was one of the 
founders and an advisor for 
the Yatesville Producers 4-H 
Club in 1958. He also served 
on the ASC Committee for 
18 years and on the Fayette 
County Water Conservation 
Committee for a number of 
years.

John was a member of the 
Bloomingburg Presbyterian 
Church where he served as 
a deacon and elder for many 
years. He also was a trustee 
for Paint Township for 21 
years, was a member of the 
BPM Joint Fire Board, sat on 
the Bloomingburg Cemetery 
Board, as well as serving on 
the central committee for 
several years.

He passed away in 
December 2003 after a 

courageous battle with ALS.
Garland, who introduced 

his family and other guests 
who attended, took time to 
discuss his life in Fayette 
County and thanked those 
who supported his family. 
From his neighbors to his 
many friends, Garland said 
has been supported for many 
years by the people who 
surround him and that he 
loves them.

“I want to congratulate the 
John Cook family,” Garland 
said. “John is well-deserving. 
He taught me the ropes when 
he was the secretary of the 
township association. He got 
me going on the township 
and I have only been 
doing it for 28 years. Bart 
Montgomery, it is his fault I 
am up here, and I thank him 
for voting me in. Of course I 
have to thank my mom and 
dad, because without them 
I wouldn’t be here. I want to 
thank my wife for keeping 
me in line, she has been my 
backbone. We have been 
married for 42 years, and she 
has been a teacher, a nurse 
and all of the things that keep 
us going. I want to thank my 
brothers, they have been very 
instrumental and have been 
with me all along. I have to 
also thank Vince (Chrisman) 
who helped me get going and 
was my teacher.”

Garland was born in 
Clinton County on March 11, 
1952 to Robert and Martha 
Garland. The family moved 

Two inducted into Ag Hall of Fame

The annual Fayette County 
Agricultural Hall of Fame dinner 
honored two more deserving 
individuals. On behalf of the Cook 
family, J.R. Cook, John Cook’s son, 
spoke of what he thought his dad 
would say to the people there about 
receiving the award. He knew John 
could tell them all how farming 
changed over the years, and that 
John had much wisdom to share.

The second inductee, Jim Garland, 
took time to discuss his life in 
Fayette County and thanked those 
who supported his family.

Martin Graham | Record-Herald photos
The family of John R. Cook I, who attended the dinner Tuesday 
evening. The family of Jim Garland, who attended the dinner on Tuesday 

evening.

See HALL OF FAME | 7
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Celebrates agriCulture!
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By Gary Brock
gbrock@civitasmedia.com

COLUMBUS — A box of 
Cheerios has a label on its side that 
says it does not contain genetically 
modifi ed ingredients. That is 
because there are no commercially 
available GMO oats.

An orange juice label says simply, 
“Oranges are not genetically 
engineered.” This is also because 
there are no GMO oranges.

But how long with such labels 
be allowed? Will food companies 
in the future have to invest in 
additional research and testing 
in order to continue making such 
claims?

And what impact will the 
new GMO- genetically modifi ed 
organisms - labeling law have 
on farmers, groceries, the 
food processing industry and 
consumers?

A lot more impact than most 
would imagine, according to 
those taking part in an Ohio State 
University panel discussion on 
the impact new proposed labeling 
law will have across the whole 
spectrum of the food industry.

Last fall, Congress passed and 
President Barack Obama signed 
legislation requiring most food 
labels to indicate — with text, a 
symbol or a QR code readable by 
smartphone — whether the food 
contains GMO ingredients. The 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
now has two years to write the 
rules that will put the legislation 
into effect.

The “GMO Labeling and the 
U.S. Food System” panel included 
moderator Matt Roberts, Ohio 
State University agriculture 
economist; Ken Foster, professor 

and head of Agriculture Economics 
at Purdue University; Andy 
Vollmar, food and feed ingredient 
manager of The Andersons Grain 
Group; and Ian Sheldon, Andersons 
Chair of Agriculture Marketing at 
Ohio State.

Roberts pointed out that he 
and Sheldon were on a panel in 
2000 discussing the acceptance 
of GMOs, and now, 16 years later, 
“we are talking something different 
- labeling. There has obviously 
been a tremendous discussion 
recently about GMO labeling. 
We know these subjects matter 
to consumers. But what happens 
beyond the grocery store? What is 
the implication for the rest of the 
food chain?” Roberts asked.

“In thinking back to 2000, 
I remember discussing why 
Europeans were so against GMOs, 
and were struggling with labeling 
GMOs then,” said Sheldon.

“My sense of the bill that was 
passed was that a lot of lobbying 
dollars were spent to get a 
compromise bill approved through 
Congress. It appears that the food 
industry was against the labeling 
from the beginning but they went 
with the compromise to preempt 
the Vermont legislation,” Sheldon 
said.

The product label will not say 
it contains GMOs, but will have a 
QR symbol that when scanned by a 
smartphone takes the consumer to 
a website that describes what is in 
the product.

“There was always a fear that 
the ‘label’ would be like a skull 
and crossbones that warn of 
GMOs. The food industry sees 
this new compromise as a way 
to be transparent. Consumers 
will be willing to search for that 

information,” according to Sheldon.
What isn’t clear is how many 

people will switch to certifi ed 
non-GMO food products. “My 
breakfast cereal this morning 
said: “not containing genetically 
modifi ed ingredients” which is 
obvious since at this time there is 
no commercially available GMO 
wheat, so how productive is that 
label? Also, I saw an orange juice 
label that said simply, ‘Oranges 
are not genetically engineered’ 
and I thought that was absolutely 
brilliant label. Simply Orange is 
simply being honest.”

The USDA hasn’t decided its 
labeling threshold, Sheldon pointed 
out. In questioning the Cheerios 
cereal label and the orange juice 
label, Sheldon wondered if these 
companies will have to invest in the 
future in additional testing in order 
to continue making that claim? 
“There are a lot of GMO claims out 
there that aren’t certifi ed.”

“We need to be more 
transparent and do a better job of 
communicating GMO information 
to the public,” said Foster. He 
pointed out that there is not a need 
for FDA approval of GMO products 
because 20 years ago the FDA 
concluded that GMO ingredients 
were not materially different that 
non-GMO. It is all voluntary, then.

“Everyone needs to be cautious 
as we work to resolve the issues 
of things like non-GMO standards 
and how the USDA sets standards 
in the future. We’ve also had a less 
than ideal regulatory system. There 
are many uncertainties with this 
labeling and what is non-GMO and 
GMO,” Foster pointed out.

Vollmar said labeling is all 
about consumer choices and what 
products they want.

“Consumers drive what the 
market does, by their purchases 
at the grocery shelf, and that goes 
right back to the farmer in terms of 
what the farmer produces and how 
the farmer can compete,” he said.

“The number of products labeled 
organic and non-GMO, and even 
ancient grains, only continues to 
rise. Consumers also will want to 
know more about where their food 
comes from. Not just a region, 
but from the actual farm. This 
information creates a connection 
back to the farm.”

Vollmar said that when people 
pay a premium, then they want to 
know the ingredients in the foods. 
“Consumers trust when they know 
what is on the food and where that 
food comes from. Change will be 
driven faster as we keep increasing 
technology and use of smart 
phones.”

In the past, if there was not a 
clear “non-GMO” designation, then 

the assumption has been that it is 
not non-GMO. That will all change 
as the new labels are in place, 
Vollmar pointed out. Consumers 
are willing to pay that non-GMO 
label markup; it is viewed as a 
luxury product.

“There has been a lot of 
discussion in the media about 
whether GMO labels are a good 
idea or a bad idea,” said Roberts.

“But the truth is more 
complicated, because, as 
economists, we need to know the 
costs and benefi ts. And one of 
the things that really hasn’t been 
discussed well anywhere is what 
are the impacts of labeling on the 
food system?”

The federal law pre-empts a 
Vermont state law passed in 2014, 
which would have taken effect in 
July. Advocates of the Vermont 
law have cried foul over the 

Panel: Consumers may be willing to ‘pay the price’ for non-GMO produce

Photo courtesy of Gary Brock
A panel on GMO labeling laws included, from left, moderator Matt Roberts; Ken 
Foster, professor and head of Agriculture Economics at Purdue University; Andy 
Vollmar, food and feed ingredient manager of The Andersons Grain Group; and Ian 
Sheldon, Andersons Chair of Agriculture Marketing at Ohio State.

See CONSUMERS | 5
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federal legislation, as the state law was more 
stringent and would have required such items 
be more clearly labeled with specifi c wording, 
“produced with genetic engineering.”

Adding to the debate is the growing 
popularity of voluntary labels verifying that a 
food does not contain GMO ingredients.

“All the evidence is that these products are 
in every way equivalent for consumers and 
are nearly indistinguishable from each other,” 
Roberts said. “But consumers really care 
about GMO labeling. It’s happening.”

Roberts said the effects of GMO labeling 
could ripple throughout the food production 
and distribution systems.

“What does a national GMO labeling 
standard mean for changes in crops that 
are being planted?” he said. “If we see an 
increase in demand for non-GMO crops, what 
does that do to the marketing channel — 
storage and transportation — in segregating 
GMO and non-GMO crops? Are there 
differences in implications on the food chain 
between labels that say ‘contains GMOs’ 
versus a ‘non-GMO’ label?”

Gary Brock is editor of Rural Life Today and can be 
reached at 937-556-5759 or on Twitter at GBrock 4. OSU 
Extension contributed information to this report.
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“We’re Proud of Our 
Blue Seal Team”
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Local and National Agriculture
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Article courtesy of
www.agday.org

The Agriculture of 
America (ACA) hosted 
National Agriculture Day 
on March 21, which marked 
its 44th anniversary. It is 
celebrated in classrooms 
and communities across the 
country.

The theme for National 
Ag Day this year was 
“Agriculture: Food For Life.”

The ACA hosted major 
events in the nation’s 
capital including a breakfast 
event at the National Press 
Club, as well as a Taste of 
Agriculture Celebration on 
the Hill. Additionally, the 
ACA brought approximately 
100 college students to 
Washington to deliver the 
message of Ag Day.

These events honor 
National Agriculture Day 
and mark a nationwide 
effort to tell the true story 
of American agriculture 
and remind citizens that 
agriculture is a part of all of 
us. A number of producers, 
agricultural associations, 
corporations, students and 
government organizations 
involved in agriculture 
participated.

National Ag Day is 
organized by the Agriculture 
Council of America. ACA 
is a non-profi t organization 
composed of leaders in the 
agricultural, food and fi ber 
community, dedicating 
its efforts to increasing 
the public’s awareness of 
agriculture’s role in modern 
society.

The National Ag Day 

program encourages every 
American to:

• Understand how food 
and fi ber products are 
produced;

• Appreciate the role 
agriculture plays in providing 
safe, abundant and affordable 
products;

• Value the essential role 
of agriculture in maintaining 
a strong economy;

• Acknowledge and 
consider career opportunities 
in the agriculture, food and 
fi ber industry.

In addition to the events 
in Washington, DC on March 
21, the ACA once again 
featured the Ag Day Essay 
Contest in addition to an Ag 
Day Photography Contest.

Visit www.agday.org 
for more information on 
National Ag Day.

‘Agriculture: Food For Life’
ACA celebrates 44th anniversary of National Ag Day

From page 4

Consumers
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quality and more research into where the 
phosphorus is coming from. “It makes it 
much easier when we have Bob Peterson 
here, so we thank you.” he said.

Peterson said that with term limits, “you 
are always looking for someone else to come 
into the room.” He pointed to those farmers 
at the meeting for the future. “I am term 
limited in six years. So it is always nice to 
have someone on the inside coming up, but 
not in two years when I am on the ballot,” he 
laughed.

“The process (legislation) is messy at 
times. The process is not quick, and not easy. 
I want to thank all of you for being involved 
in this messy process,” Peterson said.

Nearby in the Vern Riffe Building, Greene 
County Farm Bureau president Doug 
Shannon, along with state Farm Bureau 
representative Belinda Lee, Jeff Adams and 
Racine Ramsey of Champaign County, met 
with 73rd District state Rep. Richard G. 
Perales.

Shannon raised the same CAUV concerns 
by other farmers and Senate Bill 36.

Shannon said his concern was that almost 
half of the revenue of farmland per acre was 
going to property taxes.

“In those areas, if you are a land owner 
who is not farming himself who is cash 
renting about $250 an acre, and you are 
paying $120 of that in property taxes, that’s 
half of the income in taxes. That is having 
an impact. For the farmers that are renting 
ground who are paying too much as it is, 
the land owner cannot afford to lower the 
rent because of how much in taxes they are 
paying for the land. It’s a delicate balancing 
act.”

He said the formula has been biased, and 

hopefully the legislation will save this. “We 
have been looking at this for 6-7 years,” 
Shannon pointed out.

Adams said that even if approved, farm 
taxpayers will still be paying “more than our 
fair share.”

Shannon also told Perales about the status 
of the fertilizer certifi cation training that 
becomes a requirement this September.

Perales asked Shannon how farmers 
have been reacting to the certifi cation 
requirement. “They’ve been very receptive to 
it. It’s gone well.”

Shannon also said there are more calls now 
to Soil and Water when people see farmers 
spreading fertilizer when they should 
not. “There is a lot more awareness and 
publicity. If I see something I am going to say 
something. It refl ects on all of us,” Shannon 
said.

“What you (farmers and the Farm Bureau) 
do is very, very important,” said Perales.

Also during the Ag Day, farmers heard an 
address by Secretary of State Jon Husted, 
who thanked the farm community for both 
its economic support and “cultural support” 
for Ohio.

Farm Bureau President Frank Burkett 
also spoke, saying that the state legislators 
look to farmers to tell them what issues are 
important to them.

The Ag Day event, he pointed out, was 
one of those opportunities to meet face to 
face with state lawmakers.

“Our policy victories happen because of 
what you do and events like this today,” 
Burkett told the farmers.

Gary Brock can be reached at 937-556-5759
or on Twitter at GBrock4.
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Ohio farmers speak out with state legislators

Photo courtesy of Gary Brock
State Farm Bureau representative Belinda Lee, left, Ohio Farm Bureau members Jeff Adams of 
Champaign County, and Doug Shannon of Greene County, met with 73rd District state Rep. Richard G. 
Perales, at right, during the annual Ag Day at the Capital Feb. 22.

By Gary Brock
gbrock@civitasmedia.com

COLUMBUS — Greene County farmer 
Doug Shannon was in Columbus Feb. 22 
for the same reason as Clinton County 
farmer Beth Ellis, Pike County farmer Tracy 
Robinson, Champaign County farmer Jeff 
Adams and Highland County farmers Roger 
Rhonemus and Virginia Purdy.

Each of them, and dozens more like them, 
were in Columbus to meet with their state 
elected offi cials to lobby them on issues 
affecting farmers across the state. Each got 
the chance to air their opinions and concerns 
during the annual “Ag Day at the Capital” 
sponsored by the Ohio Farm Bureau.

More than 20 met in a conference room 
at the Capital Building with 17th District 
Sen. Bob Peterson, who fi elded a variety 
of questions from the farmers across his 
district.

“I think it is fair to say that CAUV is the 
biggest issue facing farmers right now,” 
Ellis said. All of the farmers raised the 
question of CAUV taxes that are part of 
the formula for Ohio property taxes that 
farmers believe is unfairly weighed against 
agriculture land. Senate Bill 36 would change 

the capitalization rate for taxes. The bill will 
change the calculation rates, a measure the 
farm Bureau supports.

“Hopefully we will get that done,” Peterson 
responded.

He said typically there will be three 
hearings, and the second hearing was that 
morning, the Ways and Means Senate 
Committee hearing where 10-15 farmers 
attended and two gave testimony. “The next 
hearing will be for opponents. The local 
governments have been quiet; it is the school 
boards that have been presenting opposition. 
It has not been your school boards that have 
opposed this, those from the rural areas. 
It has been the school boards in the larger 
urban areas,” he said.

Peterson used the opportunity to also 
lobby the farmers in attendance.

“We have the opportunity for regulatory 
reform at the national level as never 
before. So I urge you to contact your U.S. 
Representatives, Senators Portman and 
Brown … send them all letters about the 
stupid regulations that farmers have to deal 
with . The Waters of the United States issues 
is horrendous, for example. We have a unique 
opportunity; we should grab it,” he urged.

Craig Adams asked about issues of water 
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to Fayette County when Jim 
was 10-years-old to take over 
the Ralph Nisley family farm.

Jim is a graduate of Miami 
Trace High School where 
he earned his State and 
American Farmer Degrees 
in FFA. He currently farms 
2,800 acres in partnership 
with his brothers, Chris and 
Joe Garland. Jim also owns 
a drainage tile installation 
business.

Throughout his lifetime, 
Jim has been very active in 
agricultural and community 
organizations. He is 
currently a member of or 
has been a member of The 
Fayette County Farm Bureau 
and the Fayette County 
Agronomy Club; the Ohio 
Corn and Wheat Growers 
Associations and the Ohio 
Soybean Association. Jim 
is also a current member 
of and a past chairman for 
the Fayette Soil and Water 
Conservation Board of 
Supervisors and is a member 

of, and is currently chair 
for the Fayette County 
Agricultural Hall of Fame 
committee.

Jim is a very active 
member of St. Colman 
Catholic Church and has 
achieved the title of Grand 
Knight with the Knights of 
Columbus. In 2013, Jim was 
honored as a Hometown 
Hero by the Fayette County 
American Red Cross.

Ron Weade, with the hall 
of fame board, thanked the 
various sponsors and those 
who attended. The Fayette 
County Agricultural Hall of 
Fame board also announced 
that they are beginning to 
look for 2018 inductees and 
asked the community to 
stop by the Fayette County 
Extension Offi ce or speak 
to a board member for a 
nomination form. They hope 
the community will continue 
to help them honor Fayette 
County’s fi nest farmers and 
others who have impacted 
agriculture.

Reach Martin Graham at 
(740) 3130351 or on Twitter @
MartiTheNewsGuy

in Brown County is a little bit on the 
tough side. We hand picked where on 
our land we’d put the yard. We did soil 
surveys and bio-assays to help us select 
the best site.”

Why hops? “We started out in barley 
tobacco, but that has been inconsistent 
lately, the prices fl uctuate up and down. 
Hops is another crop we grow that is 
high value with a low number of acres. 
We grow corn and tobacco, but hops as 
a high value crop.”

He said tobacco and hops per acre 
are about the same amount of work. 
“There is about 190 man hours per 
acre for both,” he said. They use a 
mechanical harvester for the hops. “The 
average person picks by hand about a 
pound and a half. We can harvest with 
machine a couple of hundred pounds in 
an hour. It would be too expensive to 
pay someone to hand pick,” he said.

“We rent the harvester from another 
hops grower near us. We have a 
processor. We trade off. They bring 
the harvester here, and we process for 
them,” Scott said.

In his seminar at the conference 
called “Can we make $ at this?” Martin 

stressed this very method of co-op 
between hops farmers to reduce costs. 
He said for hops growers, keeping 
expenses low is everything.

“When you get started, capital 
investment is important. There is less 
land and a higher investment per acre. 
We want to look at how to minimize the 
investment costs per acre,” he said.

he pointed out that this is a growth-
oriented industry. It is growing 
because of the micro-brewery industry. 

Nationally, craft beer production volume 
is up 18 percent, with beer overall 
increasing in volume just one-half of 
one percent.

But despite the growth, he has a 
warning: “For hops, predicted earnings 
are relatively low. If you are just in it for 
money, then there are probably other 
areas out there. There will be a lot of 
people who will fail, but there will be 
people who will fi gure it out and be 
successful.

For the best results, he said to start 
small at an acre or so with conservative 
plans to grow to medium size, about 
fi ve acres; maximize partnerships with 
other growers; use that fi rst crop to fi nd 
a market; obtain a market and harvester 
the second year; in the fourth year 
begin growing harvesting capacity and 
yard size; and keep your day job.

“Know your hops, know the acid 
content. Brewers need to know this in 
order to brew it.” he pointed out. He 
recommended for beginners a variety 
called Cascade. It is a solid variety with 
high yields.

“Someone eventually is going to 
go big, and it will work. But I don’t 
recommend it. Someone is going to use 
the sustainability model and make a lot 
of money - but it might not be you.”

Gary Brock can be reached at 937-556-5759
or on Twitter at GBrock4.
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Photo courtesy of Gary Brock
Mick McCune of Medina, at left, works at a 
hops farm and had a display at the annual 
Ohio Hops Conference Feb. 24-25. Geauga 
County hops grower Jeff Bailey, at right, 
stopped by the booth and the two did what 
many hops growers do - they opened the jars 
of hops and took in the aroma. Like sniffing 
wine, they compared the aromas of the hops 
on display from McCune’s farm.

From page 2

Hops
From page 3

Hall of Fame
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Submitted article

A 254-acre working grain 
farm in Fayette County has been 
permanently protected by an 
agricultural easement barring 
future development.

An agricultural easement is 
a voluntary and legally-binding 
restriction placed on a farm. The 
easement limits the use of the 
land to predominantly agricultural 
activity. The land remains under 
private ownership and management 
and stays on the tax rolls under 
Current Agricultural Use Valuation 
(CAUV). The farmland can be sold 
or passed along as a gift to others 
at any time, but the restriction 
prohibiting non- agricultural 
development stays with the land.

The Kenneth & Emma Spahr 
Sr Revocable Living Trust 
Farm, located on Pleasant View 
Road in Jefferson Township, is 
now permanently preserved for 
agricultural use under an easement 

held by the Fayette Soil & Water 
Conservation District (Fayette 
SWCD) and the Ohio Department 
of Agriculture (ODA). This corn 
and soybean farm was preserved 
under the state’s Local Agricultural 
Easement Purchase Program 
(LAEPP), a statewide, farmland-
protection initiative administered 
by ODA using money from the 
Clean Ohio Fund. Landowners 
must apply for Clean Ohio funds 
through “local sponsors.” Once 
these local sponsors are certified, 
they have the ability to submit 
applications on a landowner’s 
behalf to ODA for consideration.

Farm owner Kenneth Spahr said, 
“This farm has been owned by 
the Spahr family for many years. 
Three generations currently work 
the farm and I wanted to see that 
legacy continue into the future.”

Chet Murphy, director of Fayette 
SWCD, said his organization 
worked with the Spahr family and 
ODA beginning early in 2015 to 

preserve the farm.
“This is the first farm in Fayette 

County that has been preserved 
under this program, but I anticipate 
more to be added,” said Murphy. 
“We have an offer pending on 
another farm from the 2016 round 

of funding and are currently 
evaluating several applications for 
2017. The agricultural easement’s 
value is determined by using a 
points-based appraisal method. 
This method uses the county 
auditor’s CAUV to establish a base 

value modified by the auditor’s 
three-year appraisal and takes into 
consideration the farm’s specific 
farmland preservation attributes.”

“The family felt strongly that 
this farm must be protected in 
perpetuity to preserve not only 
the history of Jefferson Township, 
but also the agricultural heritage 
of Fayette County,” Murphy said. 
“It’s always so rewarding to help 
protect someone’s family land but 
it’s especially gratifying when it’s 
a farm that has such dedicated 
owners like the Spahr family.”

Fayette Soil & Water 
Conservation District was founded 
in 1947 as a political subdivision 
of the State of Ohio. It is governed 
by a locally-elected board of five 
supervisors. Its mission is to 
address local natural resource 
concerns through technical 
assistance and education. For more 
information about Fayette SWCD 
programs in general or LAEPP in 
particular, call 740-636-0279.

Jefferson Twp. farm permanently preserved

Courtesy photo
The Spahr farm in Jefferson Township has been permanently protected by an 
agricultural easement barring future development.


