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Leach to lead 
Lady Lions

FINAL WINTER 
SEASON FOR SCOL

WINTER SPORTS PREVIEW

McDonald’s of 
Fayette County

i’m lovin’ it

40937111

Members of the 
Washington Blue Lion 
football team received 
the McDonald’s traveling 
trophy and were treated to 
breakfast at the McDonald’s 
located at I-71 and US 35 
Saturday, Nov. 5, 2016. 
The trophy, sponsored by 

McDonald’s of Fayette County and Jamestown owner and operator Nick Epifano, 
pictured at right, goes to the winner of the annual Miami Trace-Washington varsity 
football game and will keep the trophy for one year.  The Blue Lions won the 14th 
edition of the rivalry game, 41-31 on Oct. 29 at Gardner Park.

The following are the local student-athletes McDonald’s 
honored Saturday for the fall sports season (front row, 
left to right) Clare Sollars from Miami Trace, Lizzie Garren 
from Fayette Christian, Anna Nestor from Washington 
Court House, Seth Hanusik from Washington Court 
House, and Spencer Hanusik from Fayette Christian. 
In the second row, pictured is Nick Epifano, owner/
operator of McDonald’s in Fayette County; Doug Mace, 
volleyball coach at Miami Trace; Miami Trace Athletic 
Director Aaron Hammond; Elizabeth Richmond, from 

Fayette Christian; Fayette Christian Athletic Director Jeremy Olaker; Aaron Teter, boys soccer coach from 
Washington High School; Washington C.H. Athletic Director Jon Creamer; and Mark Richmond, from 
Fayette Christian.  Male recipient for Miami Trace was Blake Pitsser (not pictured)

Proudly Supporting Our Area Athletes!
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With nine seniors on their 
team, the Miami Trace Panthers 
should be the most veteran team 
in the South Central Ohio League 
for the 2016-17 season, the final 
year of existence for the vaunted 
old league.

Rob Pittser will be at the helm 
once again to lead the Panthers, 
his fourth year as head coach.

Seniors Blake Pittser, Tyrae 
Pettiford and DeAndre Pettiford 
are in their fourth season on the 
varsity. That trio of players all 
earned First Team, All-SCOL hon-
ors in 2015.

Pittser and DeAndre Pettiford 
were named Honorable Mention, 
All-Ohio.

Six other seniors and four 
juniors round out the Panthers’ 
varsity line-up.

Seniors Skyler McDonald, 
Mitchell Creamer, Seth Leach, 
Keondrick Bryant, Jacob Batson 
and Tiante Connell and four 
juniors, Darby Tyree, Cameron 
Carter, Brett Lewis and Heath 
Cockerill complete the varsity 
picture.

Miami Trace went 9-5 in the 
SCOL last year, placing fourth.

Overall, the Panthers went 
16-9.

The Panthers had one senior 
last year: Brad Card.

Miami Trace won a Sectional 
championship last year with a 
43-36 win over Waverly and a 
40-39 win over the Washington 
Blue Lions.

The Panthers made the trip to 
the Convocation Center in Athens 
for the District semifinals. Miami 
Trace lost to Fairfield Union, 
49-44 and Fairfield Union lost 
in the District finals to Vinton 
County, 53-46.

Vinton County turned around 
and lost to New Concord John 
Glenn in the Regional semifinals, 
73-46.

John Glenn won the Regional 
title, 70-50 over St. Francis 
DeSales.

John Glenn won the State semi-
final over Bay Village Bay, 84-56 
and then captured the Division II 
State title with a 76-72 win over 
Akron St. Vincent-St. Mary.

“We have 33 total kids in the 
program, from grades 9-12,” 
Pittser said. “We’ll dress eight 
freshmen and we’ll have 14 on 
the j-v bench (12 exclusively j-v 
players).”

Pittser spoke a bit about some 
of his players.

“DeAndre returns as our lead-
ing scorer,” Pittser said. “Blake 
returns as our point guard and 
floor general, keeping us where 
we need to be. Tyrae is our most 
explosive, athletic player. He’s 
probably the best rebounding 
guard in our league.

“We’re guard-heavy,” Pittser 
said. “Our senior class is really 
guard-heavy. Then we have Skyler 
and Mitchell and Jacob, they are 

all guards. We have a lot of depth. 
The challenge will be to try to 
find enough minutes for everyone 
capable of earning minutes. Nine 
seniors, that’s a lot of kids to try 
and mix in, especially when you 
have a couple of juniors to play, 
as well.

“The biggest challenge for me 
will be trying to find minutes for 
kids that need and have earned 
and deserve them,” Pittser said. 
“It’s just going to be tough to do 
that on a nightly basis.

“Seth will probably start in the 
post for us,” Pittser said. “If we 
had to play a game tomorrow, we 
would probably start our three 
four-year players, along with Seth 
and Darby Tyree.

“Skyler had some games last 
year where he hit some big threes 
for us,” Pittser said. “Blake can 
score from the perimeter. We feel 
like (Pittser and the Pettiford 

twins) can all average double 
figures, the three four-year kids. 
So, mix them with a kid or two 

who gets hot on a given night — 
Skyler can shoot it, Mitchell can 
score a little bit, Darby can shoot, 

Veteran Panthers look to contend for SCOL title

Photos by Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald
2016-17 MIAMI TRACE BOYS VARSITY BASKETBALL TEAM — (front, l-r); coach Erik Marting, Brett Lewis, Blake Pittser, Tiante Connell, Cameron Carter, Skyler McDonald, 
Mitchell Creamer, Heath Cockerill, Tom ‘Chatter’ Harris, scorebook-keeper; (back, l-r); head coach Rob Pittser, coach Jeff Smallwood, coach Ross Matthews, Keondric 
Bryant, Darby Tyree, Jacob Batson, Seth Leach, Tyrae Pettiford, DeAndre Pettiford, coach Mychal Turner and coach Cory Patton.

2016-17 MIAMI TRACE BOYS J-V BASKETBALL TEAM — (front, l-r); Jake Atwood, Nick 
Foody, Dakota Bolton, Austin Mathews, Drew Batson, Angelo Macioce, Wyatt Cory; 
(back, l-r); coach Ross Matthews, Austin Brown, Tyler Eggleton, Jacob Messer, Dillon 
Coe, Tyler Taylor and coach Cory Patton.
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Cameron can score, Jake Batson’s a 
good shooter who could potentially, 
on a given night, give us 6 or 8 
points to kind of boost our score to 
where we want it to be.

“Keondrick Bryant is probably 
the senior who’s made the biggest 
jump, in terms of what he’s capable 
of, compared to what he did as a 
junior,” Pittser said. “He’s about 6-4, 
he’s really long, he’s moving well, he 
played a lot of AAU (Amateur Ath-
letic Union) this last year. I look for 
him to be able to contribute a lot on 
the varsity level this year, where he 
played almost exclusively on the j-v 
last year as a junior.

“We’ll be guard-oriented,” Pittser 
said. “Our depth will be a factor for 
people and I think our quickness 
and team speed will be a factor for 
people. Compared with the teams in 
our league, we are right there with 
the more athletic teams, such as 
Wilmington and Chillicothe. I think 
the three of us, athletically, are a 
pretty good match-up. Wilmington 
might have a little more size, but, 
the strength of our team is what you 
saw last year.

“We’re going to want to press 
a lot,” Pittser said. “We’re going 
to want to trap a lot; we’re going 
to want to run a lot. We feel like 
that’s the best way, for the make-up 
of our team in terms of what our 
strengths are. It’s the best way to try 
to expose other team’s depth rela-
tive to the depth of our team. We’re 
going to try to play eight, nine or 
10 guys on a given night, where, if 
other teams aren’t capable of getting 
to No. 10 and still being as solid as 
we are, we want to use that depth 
to our advantage. We think pace of 
play will get us to that point.”

Pittser spoke about the SCOL for 
it’s final-ever season of basketball.

“Wilmington’s is going to have to 
be beaten,” Pittser said. “They’re 
not going to go away. They’re 
always going to play hard and 
physical. They’re not going to beat 
themselves. They have the Beaugard 
kid back (Dylan) who’s a really good 
point guard. They have (Jeffrey) 
Mansfield back. He scored 10 or 12 
points in the Division I State finals 
last year.”

Wilmington made it all the way 
to the State Final Four in March 
of 2016, where they lost to Lima 
Senior, 61-58. Lima Senior lost to 
Westerville South, 57-55 in the D-I 
title game.

The Hurricane went 27-2 last 
year.

“Chillicothe, I think, will be 

strong again,” Pittser said. “They 
have a bunch of kids in the 6-2, 
6-3 range. They have big, athletic 
guards. The Maughmer kid, he’s 6-2 
or 6-3. The Barnes kid is going to be 
back. He shoots it pretty well.

“Court House is going to be 
strong again,” Pittser said. “Just 
because of the way Shannon (Bar-
truff) coaches them up. They’re 
going to have some depth. They will 
miss (Max Knisley and Cameron 
Eckles). He’s got kids back that can 
shoot and score.

“(Hillsboro and McClain) will 
both be similar to what they were 
last year,” Pittser said. “The same 
style of play; similar make-up. The 
same coaches.

“Clinton-Massie is kind of the 
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2016-17 MIAMI TRACE FRESHMAN BASKETBALL TEAM — (front, l-r); Javin Robinette, 
Trevor Barker, Cody Brightman, Kyler Conn; (back, l-r); coach Cory Patton, Kody Burns, 
Jacob Hoppes, Cole Enochs, Caleb Perry and coach Jeff Smallwood.

MIAMI TRACE BOYS VARSITY BASKETBALL
Fri., Dec. 2  Ross SE  Away  4:45 p.m.
Tues., Dec. 6  Clinton-Massie  Away  4:45 p.m.
Fri., Dec. 9  Wilmington  Away  4:45 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 10  Dublin Jerome  Away  4:45 p.m.
Tues., Dec. 13  Hillsboro  Home  4:45 p.m.
Fri., Dec. 16  Chillicothe  Away  4:45 p.m.
Fri., Dec. 23  Logan Elm  Away  4:45 p.m.
Tues., Dec. 27  McDonalds’s j-v Tourn.  Away  1 p.m. *
Thurs., Dec. 29  McDonald’s j-v Tourn.  Away  TBA *
Wed., Dec. 28  McDonald’s Tourn.  Home  TBA
Fri., Dec. 30  McDonald’s Tourn.  Home  TBA
Tues., Jan. 3  Lynchburg-Clay  Home  4:45 p.m.
Fri., Jan. 6  McClain  Away  4:45 p.m.
Tues., Jan. 10  East Clinton  Home  4:45 p.m.
Fri., Jan. 13  Washington  Home  4:45 p.m.
Fri., Jan. 20  Clinton-Massie  Home  4:45 p.m.
Tues., Jan. 24  Wilmington  Home  4:45 p.m.
Fri., Jan. 27  Hillsboro  Away  4:45 p.m.
Fri., Feb. 3  Chillicothe  Home  4:45 p.m.
Sat., Feb. 4  Unioto  Home  4:45 p.m.
Tues., Feb. 7  McClain  Home  4:45 p.m.
Fri., Feb. 10  East Clinton  Away  4:45 p.m.
Tues., Feb. 14  Vinton County  Home  4:45 p.m.
Fri., Feb 17  Washington  Away  4:45 p.m.
Freshman games start at 4:45 p.m.; 
j-v games are slated for 6 p.m. and varsity at 7:30 p.m.
* McDonald’s j-v tournament is being held at Greeneview H.S.

MIAMI TRACE BOYS MIDDLE SCHOOL BASKETBALL
Mon., Dec 5  Greenfield  Away  5 p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 8  Chillicothe  Home  5 p.m.
Mon., Dec. 12  East Clinton  Away  5 p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 15  Hillsboro  Home  5 p.m.
Mon., Dec. 19  Washington  Away  5 p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 22  Clinton-Massie  Home  5 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 5  Wilmington  Home  5 p.m.
Mon, Jan. 9  Greenfield  Home  5 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 12  Chillicothe  Away  5 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 19  East Clinton  Home  5 p.m.
Mon., Jan. 23  Hillsboro  Away  5 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 26  Washington  Home  5 p.m.
Mon., Jan. 30  Clinton-Massie  Away  5 p.m.
Thurs., Feb. 2  Wilmington  Away  5 p.m.
7th grade plays at 5 p.m. with 8th grade to follow

See PANTHERS | 11
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Shannon Bartruff returns for 
his sixth season as the Washing-
ton Blue Lion boys head basket-
ball coach.

Last year, the Blue Lions fin-
ished the season with a record of 
17-7.

They fell 40-39 to Miami Trace 
in the Sectional finals at South-
eastern High School.

Washington was 11-3 in the 
SCOL, placing second behind 
14-0 Wilmington.

Washington lost twice to Wilm-
ington and split the two regular 
season games with Miami Trace.

The Blue Lions beat Chilli-
cothe, Hillsboro, Clinton-Massie, 
McClain and East Clinton each 
twice last year.

Washington graduated two 
players who were First Team, All-
SCOL last season in Max Knisley 
and Cameron Eckles. Knisley was 
the District Player of the Year as 
voted by the coaches in District 
14.

Knisley is now playing for 
Thomas More College (Crestview 
Hills, Ky.).

Other seniors last year were: 
C.J. Taylor, Ryan Flora and Jacob 
Knisley.

Washington’s 2016-17 basket-
ball team is divided between five 
seniors and five sophomores.

Seniors are: Griffin Shaw, 
Kenny Upthegrove, Brian Wilson, 
Jarett Patton and Kory Proby.

There are no juniors on the 
team.

Sophomores are: Richard Burns 
Jr., Blaise Tayese, Evan Upthe-
grove, Dillon Steward and Ross 
Matthews Jr.

“We graduated close to 50 
percent of our scoring,” Bartruff 
said. “C.J. Taylor was a great role 
player. Jacob Knisley and Ryan 
Flora gave us great effort every 
day.”

Bartruff spoke about his team’s 
five seniors.

“We’re going to need those 
guys to step up,” Bartruff said. 

“I’ve spoken about this with our 
seniors. Every year, we have a 
senior class that steps up, wheth-
er it’s an entire class, or one or 
two guys within the class.

“My sophomore class this year 
is really strong,” Bartruff said.

“It’s been tough right now,” 
Bartruff said. “These first six or 
seven days, we’ve practiced with 
10 kids one time. We’ve got kids 
sick, we’ve got kids hurt.

“Regardless of how many 
kids we’ve had at practice, their 
effort’s been great,” Bartruff said. 
“We’ve got a long way to go. It’s 
a group that, I’m still trying to 
figure out what are we going to 
be best at; what’s going to give 
us the best chance to win; what’s 
going to give us the best chance 
to compete within our league.

“We’ll find out more about 
who we are and where we’re at 
and what we need to work on 
after our scrimmage against 
Lynchburg-Clay,” Bartruff said, 
referring to the Blue Lions’ first 

Blue Lions expect their ups and downs

Photo by Mary Kay West
2016-17 WASHINGTON BLUE LION VARSITY BASKETBALL TEAM — (front, l-r); John Wall, ballboy; Keith Eckles, assistant coach; Ross Matthews Jr., Kenny Upthegrove, Brian 
Wilson, Evan Upthegrove, Dillon Steward, Brett Prince, junior-varsity coach and Will Miller and Nathan Upthegrove, ballboys; (back, l-r); Brent Knisley, assistant coach; 
Griffin Shaw, Blaise Tayese, Jarett Patton, Kory Proby, Richard Burns Jr., and Shannon Bartruff, head coach.

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald
2016-17 WASHINGTON BLUE LION BOYS J-V BASKETBALL TEAM — (front, l-r); Miguel O’Flaherty, R.G. Crabtree, Levi Ludwick, 
Gabe Arazo, George Reno, Cassius Howland; (back, l-r); head coach Brett Prince, Eli Lynch, Trevor Rarick, Garitt Leisure, Andrew 
Moats, Ross Matthews and asst. coach Keith Eckles.
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scrimmage (Nov. 16).
Lynchburg-Clay won a 

Regional championship in 
boys basketball last season. 
They lost in the State Divi-
sion III semifi nals to Cleve-
land Villa Angela-St. Joseph, 
81-64, fi nishing with an out-
standing record of 25-3.

“Then (we scrimmage) 
Unioto and Upper Arling-
ton,” Bartruff said. “We’ll 
see where we’re at this week, 
because we’re going to be 
playing good competition. 
There are defi nitely going to 
be things we need to work 
on.

“Unioto was No. 1 in the 
State last year when we 
played them here,” Bartruff 
said. “They beat us on a 
last-second shot. They threw 
in a Hail Mary at the end of 
the third quarter. Then, they 
made a shot as time expired 
to beat us.

“Our schedule is tough, 
as always,” Bartruff said. 
“Looking at our league, it’s 
still going to be Wilmington, 
Chillicothe and Miami Trace 
at the top, as far as what 
they have returning.

“Wilmington graduated 
the best player in the league 
(Jarron Cumberland), but, 
they are still loaded and 
they’re still going to be well-
coached (by Mike Noszka),” 
Bartruff said. Cumberland 
is now on the University of 
Cincinnati Bearcats team 
this winter.

“Chillicothe has a lot 
coming back,” Bartuff said. 

“Coach (Eric) Huffer does a 
good job with those kids.

“Coach (Rob) Pittser has 
done a great job (at Miami 
Trace) with his group over 
the past few years,” Bartruff 
said. “They always play us 
tough and have some of the 
best athletes in our league.

“We’re going to have to 
continue to get better as the 
season goes on,” Bartruff 
said. “We have kids that 
have never played varsity 
basketball that are going to 
have to contribute signifi -
cant minutes to play the way 
that we want to play. These 
young kids are going to have 
to grow up quick. We’re 
going to have to play hard, 
every single night and we’re 
going to have to get better 
every single day.

“As the season goes along, 
we’re going to have some up 
and downs and we’re going 
to have to deal with that 
adversity,” Bartruff said. 
“I think our team last year 
over-achieved. I thought 
we would be around .500. 
That was because Max and 
Cam had phenomenal senior 
years; they carried the team.

“We need our seniors 
to play hard and be good 
examples for our young 
kids,” Bartruff said. “To 
show them what Blue Lion 
basketball is all about. When 
you’re on the fl oor, or in 
practice, you have to bring 
it every day. So far, I’ve been 
really pleased. We’ve been 
beaten up; we’ve been hurt 
and we’ve been sick. The 
kids that we have and the 

able bodies that we have are 
practicing really hard.

“I’m pleased with our 
sophomores so far, but, they 
have a long way to go,” Bar-
truff said. “I think they’re 
starting to see that they 
have to show up and play 
hard every day.”

On the coaching staff, 
Bartruff is joined again by 
Brent Knisley (varsity assis-
tant) and Brett Prince (j-v 
coach). There is no fresh-
man team. Keith Eckles is 
an assistant coach.

Ryan Garrison is the 
eighth grade coach and 
Derrick Lyons coaches the 
seventh grade.

Reach Chris Hoppes at 740-335-3611, 
ext. 1104, or on Twitter @choppes1
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The Upthegrove 
brothers are a 
big part of the 
Washington 
Blue Lion 
basketball 
program. 
(l-r); Kenny, a 
senior; Nathan, 
a ballboy 
and Evan, a 
sophomore.

Chris Hoppes | 
Record-Herald

WASHINGTON BOYS 
VARSITY BASKETBALL
Sat., Dec. 3  Ross SE  Away  6 p.m.
Tues., Dec. 6  Chillicothe  Home  6 p.m.
Fri., Dec. 9  East Clinton  Away  6 p.m.
Tues., Dec. 13  McClain  Home  6 p.m.
Fri., Dec. 16  Hillsboro  Away  6 p.m.
Tues., Dec. 20  Logan Elm  Home  6 p.m.
Tues., Dec. 27  St. Francis Holiday Tourn.  2:30 p.m.*
Wed., Dec. 28  St. Francis Holiday Tourn.  6 p.m.*
Fri., Jan. 6  Clinton-Massie  Home  6 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 7  Dublin Jerome  Home  6 p.m.
Tues., Jan. 10  Wilmington  Away  6 p.m.
Fri., Jan. 13  Miami Trace  Away  6 p.m.
Tues., Jan. 17  Circleville  Home  6 p.m.
Fri., Jan. 20  Chillicothe  Away  6 p.m.
Tues., Jan. 24  East Clinton  Home  6 p.m.
Fri., Jan. 27  McClain  Away  6 p.m.
Fri., Feb. 3  Hillsboro  Home  6 p.m.
Tues., Feb. 7  Clinton-Massie  Away  6 p.m.
Fri., Feb. 10  Wilmington  Home  6 p.m.
Sat., Feb. 11  Unioto  Away  6 p.m.
Tues., Feb. 14  Shawnee  Away  6 p.m.
Fri., Feb. 17  Miami Trace  Home  6 p.m.
* Varsity only
j-v games are slated for 6 p.m. and varsity at 7:30 
p.m.
There is no freshman team this year.

WASHINGTON BOYS 
MIDDLE SCHOOL BASKETBALL
Mon., Dec. 5  East Clinton  Away  5 p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 8  Hillsboro  Home  5 p.m.
Mon., Dec. 12  Chillicothe  Home  5 p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 15  Clinton-Massie  Home  5 p.m.
Mon., Dec. 19  Miami Trace  Home  5 p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 22  Wilmington  Away  5 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 5  McClain  Away  5 p.m.
Mon., Jan. 9  East Clinton  Home  5 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 12  Hillsboro  Away  5 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 19  Chillicothe  Away  5 p.m.
Mon., Jan. 23  Clinton-Massie  Away  5 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 26  Miami Trace  Away  5 p.m.
Mon., Jan. 30  Wilmington  Home  5 p.m.
Thurs., Feb. 2  McClain  Home  5 p.m.
7th grade plays at 5 p.m. with 8th grade to follow



WINTER SPORTS PREVIEW Record-Herald6    Thursday, December 1, 2016

By Chris Hoppes
choppes@civitasmedia.com

It was a great season 
for the Miami Trace Lady 
Panthers basketball team in 
2015-16.

An outright SCOL cham-
pionship and 21 wins were 
proof of the greatness of 
the campaign. The only 
problem was, from their 
perspective, the season 
ended much too soon, with 
a 32-19 loss to Chillicothe 
in the Sectional finals.

The Lady Panthers began 
the tournament with a 
52-31 win over Logan Elm.

Chillicothe went on to 
beat Sheridan, 48-43 and 
then Circleville, 35-27 to 
win the District champion-
ship.

Chillicothe lost to Colum-
bus Eastmoor Academy, 
53-36 in the Regional semi-
finals.

Miami Trace had defeat-
ed Chillicothe twice during 
the regular season, 48-45 
and 46-44.

Victoria Fliehman suf-
fered an injury early in the 
game against Logan Elm 
that caused her to miss the 
third Chillicothe game.

Ben Ackley returns for 
his fifth season at Miami 
Trace.

Seniors last year were: 
Harmonee Napier, Alexis 
Schwartz and Kyla John-
ston.

“They didn’t necessarily 
wow you on the stat sheet, 
but, they all made big-time 
plays for us and were huge 
contributors to a great sea-
son last year,” Ackley said. 
“It’s going to be very hard 
to replace all three of them.

“Chillicothe beat us in 
the Sectional final,” Ackley 
said. “We lost Vic (Fliehm-
an) in the first game. All 
three of the games against 
Chillicothe were hard-
fought. The first two games 

could have gone either way.
“In the tournament 

game, they had an excep-
tional end to the third quar-
ter and out-played us in 
the fourth quarter,” Ackley 
said. “(Exiting the tourna-
ment) was very premature, 
in our minds. But, that has 
been a motivational factor 
for our kids all off season. 
They’ve worked extremely 
hard and really put the time 
in.”

Miami Trace has three 
seniors this year: Tori 
Riley, Hanna Reisinger and 
Samantha Ritenour.

This will be Reisinger’s 
fourth year on the varsity. 
It will be the third varsity 
season for Ritenour and the 
second for Riley.

Juniors are Tanner Bry-
ant, Victoria Fliehman and 
Morgan Miller.

It will be the third varsity 
season each for Bryant and 
Fliehman and the first full 
year on varsity for Miller.

Sophomores are Cassidy 
Lovett, Olivia Wolffe, Becca 
Ratliff and Tori Evans.

Miami Trace has one 
freshman on the varsity, 
Shaylee McDonald.

At the time the Record-
Herald sat down with Ack-
ley, the Lady Panthers had 
taken part in two scrim-
mages.

“To be honest, so far 
we’ve really struggled,” 
Ackley said. “Even though 
we return a lot of kids, to 
this point, it’s been very 
challenging for us to find 
people to replace (last 
year’s) seniors and the roles 
that they played.

“We have an extreme 
amount of talent, offen-
sively,” Ackley said. “We’re 
just trying to figure out 
how to put that all together 
and what combinations we 
want to use at what times. 
We need to get better, 
defensively; we need to get 

better rebounding the ball. 
The kids are working hard, 
but, these three seniors 
have been a lot harder to 
replace than what we origi-
nally anticipated, for sure.”

Ackley then spoke about 
his players.

“This will be Tori’s sec-
ond year of playing varsity,” 
Ackley said. “She played 
j-v and dressed varsity 
last year. This will be her 
second letter. She’s a very 
smart young lady. She’s a 
program kid; she’s been 
with us start to finish. She 
shoots the ball very well. 
We can put her in many 
different situations. She’s a 
great kid; she’s a joy to be 
around. She’s also a very 
good softball player, as 
well.

“Sam Ritenour, this will 
be her third year playing 
varsity,” Ackley said. “Last 
year, she was Second Team, 
All-League. I think she 
was Honorable Mention, 
All-District. She had a very 
good year for us. She’s 6-2 
and has an extremely good 
touch from the perimeter. 

She’s very smart, very good 
defensively. She does a 
great job rebounding for us. 
She’ll be a key for us in the 
middle, especially defen-
sively.

“I think people will see 
a big difference in Hanna,” 
Ackley said. “Hanna had 
as good an off-season as 
anyone. She played big-
time AAU basketball and 
traveled all over. She’s 
been very dedicated. She’s 
always been very pleasant 
to coach. Now, it’s like a 
light came on and she has 
more of a sense of urgency. 
She’s very solid; doesn’t 
make a lot of mistakes. 
There’s not much we can’t 
ask of her. She’s good 
defensively, she handles the 
ball well. She’ll share point-
guard responsibilities this 
year with a couple of under-
classmen. We look forward 
to big things from her.

“This will be Morgan’s 
first full year with the var-
sity,” Ackley said. “She’s 
played some varsity the last 
two years. She’ll come off 
the bench for us. We’re ask-

ing Morgan to kind of take 
the role of Lexi Schwartz. 
Morgan’s very smart; she’s 
very physical and she’s 
athletic. It’ll be very impor-
tant for us that Morgan be 
a very solid defender and 
be good on the defensive 
glass and take care of the 
basketball and make open 
shots. She’s a good kid who 
has worked extremely hard 
in the off-season and does 
everything we ask of her.

“I think I say this every 

year,” Ackley said. “Tanner 
is the hardest worker I’ve 
ever coached. I’ve been 
very fortunate to have 
coached so many kids that 
really get after it. She’s a 
great leader for us. She also 
plays big-time AAU. She’ll 
play next spring for the 
Cincinnati Angels. That’s 
the top organization in 
Ohio for AAU. Tanner had 
a great spring and summer. 
To this point, I think she’s 
had three Division I offers. 

Depth, physicality keys for Lady Panthers

Photos by Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald
2016-17 MIAMI TRACE GIRLS BASKETBALL TEAM — (front, l-r); Olivia Wolffe, Tori Evans, Becca Ratliff, Tori Riley, Hanna Reisinger, Samantha 
Ritenour, Cassidy Lovett, Aubrey McCoy, Aubrey Schwartz; (back, l-r); head coach Ben Ackley, coach Randy Welsh, Shaylee McDonald, Morgan 
Miller, Tanner Bryant, Victoria Fliehman, Lena Steele, Grace Bapst, Shania Villaruel and coach Kasey Bamburger.

MIAMI TRACE SENIORS — (l-r); Tori Riley, Samantha Ritenour and 
Hanna Reisinger.
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Tanner is very good in the 
classroom. She got a 28 on 
her ACT the fi rst time she 
took it last summer. Right 
now, Tanner’s fi rst in her 
class, academically.

“The good thing about 
Tanner is her versatil-
ity,” Ackley said. “We can 
play her anywhere. It all 
depends on our opponent 
and the match-ups they 
present. She’s worked on 
her shooting. She’s worked 
hard in the weight room. 
She’s a lot stronger. We feel 
she can guard all fi ve posi-
tions on the fl oor and she 
can play all fi ve positions. 
She’s one of the top players 
in the district.

“We have a position-
less offense,” Ackley said. 
“Every kid has to be able 
to play every position. The 
sport has gone to that a lot.

“Vic had a very frustrat-
ing year last year,” Ackley 
said. “She transferred from 
Wilmington and had to 
sit out the fi rst 11 games. 
We never lost a game with 
her on the fl oor. She’s 
the smartest, I.Q.-wise, 
basketball player I’ve ever 
coached. She could prob-
ably coach the team herself 
and do just as good a job as 
what we do.

“She’s a very polished 
offensive player,” Ackley 
said. “She’s very good 
defensively. She can guard 
almost every position on 
the fl oor. She’s very long. 
She’s right at six-foot tall. 
She hurt her knee in the 
fi rst game of the tourna-
ment last year.

“You could tell from Day 
One, there was nothing 
that was going to get in the 
way of her coming back,” 
Ackley said. “She couldn’t 
participate with us in the 
summer, but she was still at 
everything. She looks great 
and is getting better every 
single day. She’s worked 
very hard. It is going to 
take her a while. She isn’t 
where she wants to be at 
this point.

“It’s going to be a steady 
climb to get back to where 
she was,” Ackley said. 
“Also, she got a 30 on her 
ACT.

“The upperclassmen — 
we could not ask for better 
ambassadors of our pro-
gram, people to hand the 
torch down to our under-
classmen,” Ackley said. 
“These kids do it right, 
each and every day. They’re 
great leaders, on and off the 
court. They are very seri-
ous about their studies and 
they’re good role models 
for others. We’re just very 
fortunate and very proud to 
have them be a part of our 
program.

“Cass was a full-time 
varsity player last year,” 
Ackley said. “She’s another 
kid who’s going to surprise 
a lot of people. She’s really 
developed offensively. She’s 
always been a force, defen-
sively. You can’t wear her 
out; she never gets tired. 
She’s high energy all the 
time. She’s like our spark 
plug.

“She’s really improved 
her offensive game to the 
point where other teams 
are going to have to respect 
her,” Ackley said. “She’s 
worked extremely hard, 
as all of our kids have. We 
look for very big things out 
of her this year.

“We feel like we have six 
kids who could start for 
any team in the league,” 
Ackley said. “We’re very 

fortunate that they’re all at 
Miami Trace.

“Our goal this year is to 
play eight, nine, or 10 kids 
every game,” Ackley said. 
“We want to make sure that 
Vic and Sam and Tanner 
and Hanna, we just want 
all of our kids to be as fresh 
as possible for the stretch 
run. We’ve had kids work 
extremely hard and put 
themselves in a position 
where they can come in and 
give us signifi cant minutes 
and we won’t lose much.

“Becca Ratliff, Olivia 
Wolffe and Tori Evans are 
all going to play j-v and var-
sity,” Ackley said. “At a lot 
of places, these kids would 
be full-time varsity players. 
We’re fortunate to have 
some upper classmen who 
can really play. These kids 
have handled the situation 
great.

“Becca’s another guard 
out front,” Ackley said. 
“She played some varsity 
for us last year and made 
some big shots. She’s a 
very polished ball-handler, 
she’s very good offensively. 
She hustles and plays good 
defense, as well.

“Olivia Wolffe is a great 
athlete,” Ackley said. 
“She’s a very good pitcher 
in softball. Whatever she 
does, she’s going to be very 
good at. She’s learning the 
game of basketball. She’s 
getting better every day, 
offensively. Defensively 
and rebounding, we think 

she’s going to be a big part 
of what we’re going to do 
from Day One. She’ll play a 
lot of post for us. She runs 
the fl oor very well. She’ll 
be a tough match-up for our 
opponents.

“Tori Evans is a very 
good shooter and an 
extremely good kid,” Ack-
ley said. “She works hard 
and does everything we’ve 
asked of her. She’ll split 
time (j-v and varsity), as 
well.

“Shaylee McDonald, at 
this point coming in, is 
one of the best, if not the 
best, freshmen I’ve ever 
coached,” Ackley said. 
“She’s extremely polished; 
she’s completely bought in 
to everything we’re doing. 
She’s always scored a ton in 
junior high and on her AAU 
teams. She’s another kid 
who plays big-time AAU 
year ‘round. She was the 
MVP of a big tournament 
in Chicago, a 50-team tour-
nament with three or four 
hundred kids. That was 
back in April. She can score 
off the bounce or shoot 
when she’s set.

“Shaylee, Cass and 
Hanna will get the major-
ity of the time at point for 
us,” Ackley said. “Vic and 
Tanner could get some time 
there, depending on match-
ups.”

Reach Chris Hoppes at 740-335-
3611, ext. 1104, or on Twitter @
choppes1

MIAMI TRACE GIRLS VARSITY BASKETBALL
Sat., Nov. 26  Ben Logan  Away  11:30 a.m.
Tues., Nov. 29  Circleville  Home  5:30 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 3  Clinton-Massie  Away  Noon
Wed., Dec. 7  Wilmington  Away  5:30 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 10  Hillsboro  Home  5:30 p.m.
Wed., Dec. 14 Chillicothe  Away  5:30 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 17  McClain  Away  5:30 p.m.
Tues., Dec. 27  McDonald’s Tourn.  Away  TBA *
Thurs., Dec. 29  McDonald’s Tourn.  Away  TBA *
Wed., Jan. 4  East Clinton  Home  5:30 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 7  Washington  Away  Noon
Wed., Jan. 11  Clinton-Massie  Home  5:30 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 14  Wilmington  Home  5:30 p.m.
Wed., Jan. 18  Hillsboro Away  5:30 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 19  Ross SE  Home  5:30 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 21  Ottawa-Glandorf  Away  Noon
Wed., Jan. 25  Chillicothe  Home  5:30 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 28  Reynoldsburg  Away  4:30 p.m.
Wed., Feb. 1  McClain  Home  5:30 p.m.
Sat., Feb. 4  East Clinton  Away  Noon
Tues., Feb. 7  Unioto  Away  5 p.m.
Sat., Feb. 11  Washington  Home  5:30 p.m.
* McDonald’s Holiday Tournament is being held 
at Greeneview High School, along with Madison Plains and London

MIAMI TRACE GIRLS MIDDLE SCHOOL BASKETBALL
Mon., Dec 5  Greenfi eld  Home  5 p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 8  Chillicothe  Away  5 p.m.
Mon., Dec. 12  East Clinton  Home  5 p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 15  Hillsboro  Away  5 p.m.
Mon., Dec. 19  Washington  Home  5 p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 22  Clinton-Massie  Away  5 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 5  Wilmington  Away  5 p.m.
Mon, Jan. 9  Greenfi eld  Away  5 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 12  Chillicothe  Home  5 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 19  East Clinton  Away  5 p.m.
Mon., Jan. 23  Hillsboro  Home  5 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 26  Washington  Away  5 p.m.
Mon., Jan. 30  Clinton-Massie  Home  5 p.m.
Thurs., Feb. 2  Wilmington  Home  5 p.m.
7th grade plays at 5 p.m. with 8th grade to follow
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The Washington Lady 
Blue Lion basketball pro-
gram is now under the 
direction of head coach 
Samantha Leach.

Leach, a graduate of 
Miami Trace High School 
and Saint Francis Univer-
sity, an outstanding high 
school and collegiate (Divi-
sion I) basketball player, 
was previously teaching 
at Philo Middle School and been 
coaching the j-v team at Philo 
High School the last three years.

Last season, Washington went 
10-14 overall, 5-9 in the SCOL, 
placing sixth.

After falling twice to McClain 
during the regular season, Wash-
ington defeated the Lady Tigers in 
the Sectional tournament, 43-29.

The Lady Lions lost to Circlev-
ille in the Sectional championship 
game, 45-33.

The Lady Lions have 16 players 
to fill both the varsity and junior-
varsity spots. Washington will not 
have a freshman team this year.

Savannah Wallace is the team’s 
lone senior.

Washington has three juniors, 
Savanna Davis, Maddy Garrison 

and Tahja Pettiford.
Sophomores are: 

Hannah Haithcock, 
Kassidy Hines, Maddy 
Jenkins, Tabby Woods, 
Raven Haithcock, 
Bre Taylor and Taylor 
Smith.

Freshmen are: 
Rayana Burns, Shawna 
Conger, Halli Wall, 
Abby Tackage and Sam 
Sever.

Seniors last year 
were: Alexis Gray, 

Wendy Hawk and Jaycie McRob-
erts.

“Savannah is my only senior,” 
Leach said. “I think that says a lot 
about her that she is the only one 
(in her class) still in the program. 
She’s committed to the program. 
She was there every day in the 
summer. She works hard in prac-
tice. I’m very proud of her.

“Savannah will probably play 
mostly inside,” Leach said. “She 
can handle the ball. She does a lot 
of the little things right that you 
ask her to do. She’s going to fill 
that leadership role. She has some 
experience, which, this year, a lot 
of our team does not.

“My three juniors come in and 
they work hard every day,” Leach 
said. “They all have a great atti-

tude.”
Haithcock was a mainstay on 

the team last year as a freshman, 
averaging a double-double for the 
season, with 13.3 points and 11.1 
rebounds per game.

She was First Team, All-SCOL 
and Second Team, All-District by 
the Associated Press.

“Hannah did a lot for the pro-
gram last year,” Leach said. “We’re 
very excited about her this year. 
She’s worked extremely hard in 
the off season. She’s one of those 
kids who doesn’t stop.

“We’re looking for her to do a 
lot of big things for us this year,” 
Leach said. “We’re definitely look-
ing for her to be a leader, on and 
off the court.

“Hannah can play inside and 
outside,” Leach said. “I know last 
year she brought the ball up the 
floor for them some. You might 
see her doing some of that this 
year. She’ll play inside; she’s very 
strong and athletic, that’s a hard 
combination to guard.

“Kassidy Hines played varsity 
last year,” Leach said. “She’ll see a 
lot of varsity time this year.”

Fellow sophomores Tabby 
Woods, Bre Taylor and Raven 
Haithcock are, like Hines, guards.

Leach to lead Lady Lions

2016-17 WASHINGTON 
LADY BLUE LION 
BASKETBALL TEAM — 
(front, l-r); Taylor Smith, 
Bre Taylor, Tabby Woods, 
Kassidy Hines, Maddy 
Garrison, Halli Wall, Abby 
Tackage; (back, l-r); head 
coach Samantha Leach, 
Hannah Haithcock, Maddy 
Jenkins, Rayana Burns, 
Tahja Pettiford, Raven 
Haithcock, Savannah 
Wallace, Sam Sever, 
Shawna Conger, j-v coach 
Lauren (Johnson) King and 
assistant coach Jeff King. 
Not pictured: Savanna 
Davis.

Photos by Chris Hoppes | 
Record-Herald

Savannah Wallace 
is the lone senior 
this season for 
Washington.

WASHINGTON GIRLS VARSITY BASKETBALL
Mon., Nov. 28  Lynchburg-Clay  Home  5:30 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 3 Chillicothe  Home  5:30 p.m.
Wed., Dec. 7  East Clinton  Away  5:30 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 10  McClain  Home  5:30 p.m.
Wed., Dec. 14  Hillsboro  Away  5:30 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 17  Clinton-Massie  Away  5:30 p.m.
Mon., Dec. 19  Fairfield  Away  5:30 p.m.
Wed., Dec. 21  Unioto  Away  5:30 p.m.
Fri., Dec. 30  Alumni Game  Home  7:30 p.m.
Wed., Jan. 4  Wilmington  Away  5:30 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 7  Miami Trace  Home  Noon
Mon., Jan. 9  Madison Plains  Away  5:30 p.m.
Wed., Jan. 11  Chillicothe  Away  5:30 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 14  East Clinton  Home  5:30 p.m.
Wed., Jan. 18  McClain  Away  5:30 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 21  Ross SE  Home  Noon
Wed., Jan. 25  Hillsboro  Home  5:30 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 26  Huntington  Away  5 p.m.
Mon., Jan. 30  North Adams  Home  5:30 p.m.
Wed., Feb. 1  Clinton-Massie  Home  5:30 p.m.
Sat., Feb. 4  Wilmington  Home  5:30 p.m.
Tues., Feb. 7  Circleville  Away  5:30 p.m.
Sat., Feb. 11  Miami Trace  Away  5:30 p.m.
J-v games start at 5:30 p.m. unless otherwise noted; 
varsity games then follow.

WASHINGTON GIRLS MIDDLE SCHOOL BASKETBALL
Mon., Dec. 5  East Clinton  Home  5 p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 8  Hillsboro  Away  5 p.m.
Mon., Dec. 12  Chillicothe  Away  5 p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 15  Clinton-Massie  Away  5 p.m.
Mon., Dec. 19  Miami Trace  Away  5 p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 22  Wilmington  Home  5 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 5 McClain  Home  5 p.m.
Mon., Jan. 9  East Clinton  Away  5 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 12  Hillsboro  Home  5 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 19  Chillicothe  Home  5 p.m.
Mon., Jan. 23  Clinton-Massie  Home  5 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 26  Miami Trace  Home  5 p.m.
Mon., Jan. 30  Wilmington  Away  5 p.m.
Thurs., Feb. 2  McClain  Away  5 p.m.
7th grade plays at 5 p.m. with 8th grade to followSee LADY LIONS | 11



WINTER SPORTS PREVIEWRecord-Herald Thursday, December 1, 2016        9

By Chris Hoppes
choppes@civitasmedia.com

Louis Reid enters his 16th sea-
son as head coach of the Washing-
ton Blue Lion wrestling team.

“We have a team theme,” Reid 
said. “This year’s theme is, ‘Which 
path are you going to choose?’ 
There are always two paths. You 
can choose to show up to practice 
every day and that road is really 
smooth.

“Or, you can choose to go down 
that rocky, bumpy, cracked road,” 
Reid said. “But, if you go down 
that road, the chance for success 
increases significantly. Because 
that means you are putting in that 
hard work, you’re staying after 
practice, you’re making sure you 
keep your grades up. A lot of times, 
that’s going to translate into wins. 
It might not every time, but, that 
means you’re willing to understand, 
‘hey, I lost this.’ But you’re willing 
to look at it and say, ‘why did I 
lose.’ So, I need to do this now in 
order to improve and get better, 
when you choose that rough road.

“That’s what we’re hoping our 
kids choose,” Reid said. “Because, 
in practice, we don’t give them a 
choice; we’re going to choose that 
rough path for them. But, eventu-
ally, when we’re not looking, they 
have to decide which path they’re 
going to go down.

“So, that’s our team theme, 
‘What path will you choose?’” Reid 
said. “We’re hoping they choose to 
work hard.”

Tre Thomas, at 132, is a return-
ing District qualifier. Thomas, a 
senior, won two matches at the 
District tournament last year. He 
was SCOL champion last season at 
120 pounds.

“He’ll probably start the season 
at 132 and then work his way 
down,” Reid said.

Zane Nelson, a State alternate 
last season, was second in the 
SCOL last year at 132 pounds. Nel-
son is a junior. He is wrestling at 
145 this year.

At 152 pounds, junior Chris 
Conger was SCOL runner-up last 

year at 138 pounds. Conger was a 
District qualifier last year.

“Both Zane and Chris are mak-
ing big jumps for us,” Reid said.

Senior Ethan Stewart was a Dis-
trict alternate last year.

“He’ll probably be at 160 or 170,” 
Reid said.

Sophomore Collin George is in 
at 113 pounds. He wrestled at 106 
last year. He was fifth at the Sec-
tional last year to become a District 
alternate.

At 220 pounds, the Blue Lions 
have sophomore Colton McNich-
ols.

“I believe he was third last year 
at the league meet,” Reid said. “He 
was a District alternate last year.”

Senior Trevor Hicks (285) 
reached the State tournament last 
year, going 0-2 in the first appear-

ance at the coveted event.
“He wrestled well at State,” Reid 

said. “We were pleased with the 
way he wrestled. It was his first 
time at State and sometimes, that 
matters. We thought he handled it 
pretty well. He was a little under-
sized at heavyweight.”

Hicks won the SCOL heavy-
weight title last year.

Washington has six seniors: 
Trevor Hicks, Tre Thomas, Zach 
Jordan, Tyler Crumb, Zane Wilson 
and Ethan Stewart.

Hicks, Thomas and Stewart are 
four-year wrestlers for the Blue 
Lions.

There are eight juniors on the 
team: Zane Nelson, Chris Conger, 
Jacob Rice, Marcel Garrett, Adrian 
Butterbaugh, Trenton Heinize, 
Courtney Walker and Levi Clay.

Sophomores are: Devin Slagle, 
Sam Willis, Alex Boldman, Josh 
Jones, Colton McNichols, Connor 
Lane and Collin George.

Freshman are: Garrett Adams, 
Josh Waters, Kalub Wilkerson, 
Jaimie McCane, Collier Brown and 
William Baughn.

“We return a lot,” Reid said.
“It was a fun season,” Reid said, 

reflecting on last year’s campaign. 
“We had a young team. We had a 
good mix of young and old. Our 
juniors now were just sophomores, 
so they were still getting experi-
ence.”

Washington’s schedule this year 
is identical to their 2015-16 slate of 
matches.

“We were eighth at Franklin,” 
Reid said. “I didn’t even send my 
entire team to Franklin, because I 

wanted to get them some experi-
ence. This year, we want to finish 
in the top five.

“We started off the season (last 
year) kind of rough,” Reid said. 
“We placed third here at our own 
Blue Lion Duals. We would like to 
win our dual tournament.

“We went down to Wheeling, 
West Virginia and, in a 36-team 
dual meet tournament, we ended 
up 12th, so that was really good 
for our young guys. That kind of 
starting turning things on. We were 
24th the year before, so, we hope 
to keep moving up. Our goal is 
top five this year. It’s an extremely 
tough tournament.

“We’ll practice at Wheeling Jesu-
it University,” Reid said. “One of 

Blue Lion wrestlers aim to win SCOL

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald
2016-17 WASHINGTON BLUE LION VARSITY WRESTLING TEAM — (front, l-r); Courtney Walker, Zach Jordan, Garrett Adams, Levi Clay, Tre Thomas, Connor Lane; (second 
row, l-r); Alan Bailey, Sam Willis, Alec Boldman, Josh Waters, William Baughn, Trenton Heinize; (third row, l-r); Coach Marlin Ellis, Coach Ryan Wells, Kaulb Wilkerson, Ethan 
Stewart, Collin George, Chris Conger, Zane Nelson, Collier Brown, Head Coach Louis Reid, Coach Roger Wilson; (back, l-r); Marcell Garrett, Trevor Hicks, Jaimie McCane, 
Zane Wilson, Tyler Crum and statistician Jaelyn Mason. Not pictured: Colton McNichols, Adrian Butterbaugh, Josh Jones, Devin Slagle, and statisticians Kynzie Osborne 
and Jerrica Hites.

See WRESTLING | 10
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my old rivals, he’s the head coach 
at the college down there. They 
are a Division II program. That’s 
back home for me. I wrestled in 
that same tournament when I was 
a senior in high school (at Stuben-
ville).

“We were a close third at Nelson-
ville,” Reid said. “It’s a pool tourna-
ment, so the kids will wrestle five 
matches. The difference between 
first and third was five points last 
year. So, it was highly-contested 
down there last year. Our goal is to 
win that.

“At Marion, we ended up eighth 
out of 36 teams,” Reid said. “We’d 
like to be in the top five this year.

“We lost two close duals in the 
league, to Wilmington and Clinton-
Massie,” Reid said. “That was the 
first time Massie had beaten us in 
a long time. We lost three duals in 
the league last year.”

Washington went 4-3 in SCOL 
regular season dual meets last year. 
The Blue Lions were second in the 
SCOL tournament and placed sec-
ond overall in the league.

“However, when we wrestled 
at the State Duals, we beat Wilm-
ington and we beat Miami Trace,” 
Reid said. “We were Regional 
champs last year.

“We finished the season much 
better, because our group really 
matured, they really bought-in,” 
Reid said. “They worked hard. 
That Regional championship was 
pretty sweet. No team here had 
ever won a Regional dual meet 

championship. That was a first for 
our program. We lost to Western 
Brown. We were one match away 
from making it to State. Our goal is 
to make it to State.”

Washington holds a bracket-style 
tournament Saturday, Feb. 11, 
2017.

“We started that bracket tourna-
ment,” Reid said. “It’s a double-
elimination tournament. If you lose 
two matches, you’re out. Now, we 
bring in teams from all over the 
state. We’ve had teams from West 
Virginia come in. Green, out of 
Cleveland, they’ve been here. We’ve 
had some close battles with them. 
This year, Cambridge is coming. 

I know the head coach over there. 
It’s a really tough tournament. Our 
goal is to win it. We were second 
last year.”

The final-ever SCOL tourna-
ment will be held Saturday, Feb. 18 
beginning at 10 a.m. at Hillsboro 
High School.

“The last SCOL,” Reid said. 
“Our goal is to win it. We’ve got a 
pretty good team coming back. We 
had four SCOL champs last year 
and this year, we’d like to have five.

Washington High School will 
host the Division II Sectional tour-
nament again this year (on Feb. 24 
and 25).

The District tournament is 

March 3 and 4 at Wilmington High 
School.

“Our goal is to qualify 10 to 
the Districts,” Reid said. “We had 
seven District qualifiers last year.”

The State tournament is March 
9, 10 and 11 at The Ohio State Uni-
versity’s Schottenstein Center.

“Our goals stay the same here,” 
Reid said. “We want to win a 
league title. We want to win the 
Sectional. We want to place in the 
top five at the District. Last year, 
we placed in the top 10 at the Dis-
trict. That was probably the sixth 
or seventh straight year we’ve done 
that.

“We sent a wrestler to the State 
tournament for the eighth or ninth 
straight year,” Reid said. “It’s been 
a work in progress. Thanks to 
the Cobras (local youth wrestling 
program), they do a good job. Mr. 
(Rodger) Mickle, when he had his 
Eastside program; Scott Mickle 
and Kyle Mickle, they had a youth 
program going for a long time. 
That really got wrestling going 
here. Tommy Weaver and Todd 
Mustain run the Cobras. Todd was 
my assistant coach when he first 
started.

“We also have a goal of getting 
our team name back up on the 
State board,” Reid said. “We want 
a State-placer. We haven’t had a 
State-placer since 2012 (State 
champion Riley Shaw). We’ve got-
ten kids up there since, but we’ve 
haven’t gotten one on the podium.

“Speaking of Riley, he’s been 
stopping in, here and there, work-
ing out with our guys,” Reid said. 
“It’s great when alumni come back 
in.”

Reid and his staff evaluate the 

team members on the criteria of 
intensity, drilling, focus and tech-
nique.

“We take into account all of these 
factors,” Reid said. “It all equates 
into how successful your season is 
going to be. We do that as a staff 
after practices.”

Miami Trace is a perennial favor-
ite to win the SCOL.

“You have to put them at the top, 
because they’ve won every SCOL 
title since the league came back, 
except for the title we won in 2012 
and the title Massie won in, I think, 
2011,” Reid said. “Obviously, I feel 
our team is right there. I feel like 
we can compete for a league title. 
Everyone works hard and everyone 
pushes themselves.

“Clinton-Massie, I think, will be 
a much-improved team,” Reid said. 
“They’ve had a strong program. 
Spencer Running (the head coach) 
has built the numbers back up.

“For Hillsboro, the way they 
finished the season last year, they 
were doing pretty well,” Reid said. 
“Wilmington will be tough,” Reid 
said. “They’ll have good numbers. 
They will be right in the mix, too. 
Those will be the teams to watch.”

Marlin Ellis returns as varsity 
assistant coach. Ryan Wells returns, 
as well.

Roger Wilson is back for his 10th 
season. Seth Haines is a new coach 
for the Blue Lions.

Patrick McHugh is the junior 
high coach, along with Todd Mus-
tain. Tyler Beedy returns to work 
with the program, as does Scott 
Mickle.

Reach Chris Hoppes at 740-335-3611, ext. 
1104, or on Twitter @choppes1

WASHINGTON VARSITY WRESTLING
Sat., Dec. 3  Franklin  Away  10 a.m.
Thurs., Dec. 15  Hills.  @ C-M  6 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 17  Duals  Home  10 a.m.
Thurs., Dec. 22  Chill./McClain  Home  6 p.m.
Wed., Dec. 28  Wheeling  Away  TBA
Thurs., Dec. 29  Wheeling  Away  TBA
Thurs., Jan. 5  E.C.  @ Wilm.  6 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 7  Nelsonville-York  Away  10 a.m.
Thurs., Jan. 12  Miami Trace  Away  6 p.m.
Fri., Jan. 13  Marion  Away  TBA
Sat., Jan. 14  Marion  Away  TBA
Sat., Feb. 11  Varsity bracketed tourn.  Home  10 a.m.
Sat., Feb. 18  SCOL  @ Hillsboro  10 a.m.
Fri., Feb. 24  Sectional  Home  5 p.m.
Sat., Feb. 25  Sectional  Home  10 a.m.

WASHINGTON MIDDLE SCHOOL WRESTLING
Sat., Dec. 3  MS Duals  Home  8 a.m.
Sat., Dec. 10  Amanda Tourn.  Away  10 a.m.
Thurs., Dec. 15  Hills.  @ C-M  6 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 17  Nelsonville-York  Away  10 a.m.
Thurs., Dec. 22  Chill./McClain  Home  6 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 5  EC  @ Wilmington  6 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 7  Philo Away  9 a.m.
Thurs., Jan. 12  Miami Trace  Away  6 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 21  Bracketed Tourn.  Home  10 a.m.
Sat., Jan. 28  MS league  @ McClain  10 a.m.

From page 9

Wrestling
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Taylor Smith (a sophomore) was 
injured in the preseason.

“I want to build a program,” 
Leach said. “Obviously, I want to 
see our numbers increase. All 16 
girls that I have, they come in and 
work hard every day. They’re com-
mitted and those are the kind of 
kids I want in my program.

“The girls on the team, they’re 
buying in to what we want to do, to 
how we’re trying to change the pro-
gram and where we want to go with 
it,” Leach said. “I’m competitive 
and the girls are competitive and we 
want to win.

“I know we have some great 
teams in the league and that the 
league is very tough,” Leach said. 
“My goal as a coach is to get our 
girls to be able to compete with the 
top teams in the league. That’s our 
focus this year. We want to compete 
and we want to win.

“We’re setting high expectations 
for the girls and expecting a lot from 

them,” Leach said. “They’re start-
ing to buy in and they’re starting to 
believe in themselves. It’s a process. 
It doesn’t happen overnight.

“Right now, we have a lot of 
young girls on our team,” Leach 
said. “And that’s encouraging, espe-
cially for the future. There’s a lot of 
learning to do.”

Last year, Miami Trace won the 
SCOL with a record of 13-1.

Clinton-Massie was second at 
11-3, followed by McClain at 10-4 
and Chillicothe at 9-5.

Wilmington was fifth at 6-8, fol-
lowed by Washington at 5-9 and 
Hillsboro and East Clinton, both at 
1-13.

Non-league opponents for 2016-
17 are: Lynchburg-Clay, Fairfield 
Leesburg, Unioto, Madison Plains, 
Ross Southeastern, Huntington, 
North Adams and Circleville.

“Obviously, Miami Trace is always 
great in girls basketball,” Leach 
said. “There’s a tradition there. Clin-
ton-Massie, McClain, Chillicothe, 
traditionally, they’re tough.

“I know, and the girls know, 
it’s not an easy road,” Leach said. 
“There are going to be challenges; 

it’s going to be hard. But, they’re 
accepting the challenge. I think they 
want it just as much as anyone else. 
I’m very excited for the season to 
start.”

Jeff King is the assistant coach.
He will help with the transition, 

as he was on the coaching staff last 
year as John Persinger’s assistant 
coach.

Lauren King (nee Johnson) a 
graduate of Miami Trace and Mount 
Vernon Nazarene University, will be 
the program’s junior-varsity coach.

“Lauren and I were teammates 
at Miami Trace,” Leach said. “We 
know what it takes to succeed and 
everything that goes into that. In 
high school, we shared the same 
drive, of wanting to win and (know-
ing) what it takes to win.”

Nancy Coulter, a graduate of 
Miami Trace who coached the Hill-
sboro girls j-v team last year, will 
coach the Washington eighth grade 
team this season.

Todd Wallace returns as the 
Washington seventh grade coach.

Reach Chris Hoppes at 740-335-3611, ext. 1104, 
or on Twitter @choppes1

From page 8

Lady Lions

wild card,” Pittser said. 
“They have a new coach. He 
comes with head-coaching 
experience from Waynes-
ville. Todd Cook is his name. 
His son has transferred in 
and is a nice player. I would 
look for them to be a little 
different.

“East Clinton, Tony (Ber-
lin) is back,” Pittser said. 
“They should be better this 
year.”

On the non-league side, 
Miami Trace will play East-
ern Brown, Ross Southeast-
ern, Dublin Jerome, Logan 
Elm, Greeneview and either 
London or Madison Plains 
in the McDonald’s Holiday 
Tournament, Lynchburg-
Clay, Unioto and Vinton 
County.

Mychal Turner and Erik 
Marting return as varsity 
assistant coaches. Cory Pat-

ton is the j-v coach and Jeff 
Smallwood is the freshman 
coach. Ross Matthews helps 
coach all three teams for the 
Panthers.

Tracy Tyree will coach 
the eighth grade and Jordan 
DeWitt will coach the sev-
enth grade Panthers.

“We expect to compete 
for the league champion-
ship,” Pittser said. “That’s 
our goal. With three four-
year players and six other 
seniors, we’ll have more 
seniors and more experience 
than anyone in the league. 
Hopefully then, in the tough 
moments, when we run into 
adversity, there’ll be a bond 
there, a resiliency that’s 
developed over the years 
that allows them to stay 
consistent in those moments 
and we’ll be able to get the 
wins that we need to have a 
chance to compete for the 
league title.”

Reach Chris Hoppes at 740-335-3611, 
ext. 1104, or on Twitter @choppes1

From page 3

Panthers
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In his first year as the 
head coach of the Miami 
Trace wrestling team, the 
Panthers won the South 
Central Ohio League title 
in 2016.

Now, Ben Fondale and 
his coaching staff are put-
ting in the work, getting 
ready for the 2016-17 
season and what they hope 
will be another SCOL 
title in this, the final-ever 
season of the historic, old 
league.

Last year, the Panthers 
had five individual weight 
class SCOL champions: 
Coby Hughes, 126; Dereck 
Moore, 138; Drake Litteral, 
145; Jared Fenner, 195 and 
Dalton Bartley, 220.

Hughes and Fenner made 
it all the way to the State 
tournament, where they 
both went 0-2 in their first 
appearance at the pinnacle 
of the sport in Ohio.

Seniors on last year’s 
team were Austin Lovett 
(152) and Matthew Hot-
tinger (182).

Hottinger was second in 
the SCOL last year. Colin 
Wolffe was second in the 
league at heavyweight.

The Panthers have 29 
wrestlers on the squad, in 
grades 9-12.

“We have some new guys 
who are trying wrestling 
for the first time,” Fondale 
said. “We have a lot of guys 
returning, as well.”

Seniors this year are: 
Jared Fenner, Dereck 
Moore, Timmy Chaney, 
Chris Powell and Thomas 
Bondi.

Juniors are: B.J. Anders, 
Dalton Bartley, Jaymon 

Flaugher, Wes Gandee, 
Coby Hughes, Gavin 
Moore, Dylan Murphy and 
Jacob Tinkler.

The sophomores are: 
Dylan Arnold, Bladeth 
Leamon, Jotham Lewis, 
Jacob Morris and James 
Munro.

Freshman are: Zach Tin-
kler, David Tyndall, Storm 
Duffy, Kayleb Terhune, 
Dawson Wallace, Kenny 
Wolffe, Mason Snow, Aus-
tin Carpenter, Grant Debru-
in, Andrew Amore and Josh 
Winterbotham.

“We have a decent-sized 
roster,” Fondale said. 
“The kids are spread out, 
as far as weight classes. 
It’s a little too early to tell 
who’s going to lose or gain 
weight. So, we don’t know 
what weight class they will 
all fit into.

“We should have a full 
squad,” Fondale said. “We’ll 
be young in some weight 
classes and experienced in 
others.

“Last year, we only had 
two seniors,” Fondale said. 
“So, we’re coming back 
with a pretty big group of 
juniors. We were young last 
year, but we still managed 
to accomplish a lot. We 
have a lot of guys returning 
who were successful last 
year.

“With more experience 
and maturity and strength-
conditioning, our kids 
should be stronger, faster 
and more confident than 
they were last year,” Fon-
dale said. “So, we should be 
able to accomplish at least 
as much.

“Obviously, our goal is to 
win the league again,” Fon-
dale said. “We should come 
back stronger than we were 

last year.”
Winning one last SCOL 

title is just the beginning of 
the goals the Panthers have 
set for the 2016-17 season.

“We’ve been stressing to 
our kids, it’s nice to win a 
league title for the home 
fans,” Fondale said. “It’s 
a good feeling to win a 
league title. The main goal, 
as a wrestler, for a program 
like this, for a successful 
program, is to advance to 
the Districts and to the 
State tournament as a wres-
tler from Miami Trace.

“Winning the league is 
icing on the cake,” Fondale 
said. “Going to State and 
competing against the best 
wrestlers in the State and 
getting on the podium at 
State, that’s what we’re 
stressing to our kids — 
that is the primary goal.”

So, how did the two 
State-qualifiers handle their 
first time at the State tour-
nament?

“Every kid is different,” 
Fondale said. “Some kids, 
they don’t think too much 
about the big crowd; they 
don’t put any pressure on 
themselves, they just go out 
and wrestle.

“For other kids, a lot of 
times, when it’s their first 
time at State, they walk 
out of the tunnel and they 
see all the people,” Fon-
dale said. “And, it’s loud. 
You see 10 mats, there are 
whistles going off every-
where. A kid can get a little 
nerve-wracked. It can take 
until the second or third 
period of the match before 
they can shake off all of the 
tension.

“I think (Fenner and 
Hughes) both had the abil-
ity to place at State if they 

had gotten the nerves out 
of the way a little bit ear-
lier,” Fondale said. “It just 
happens some times. It was 
their first time out there 
and their nerves got the 
better of them.

“Now that that is out of 
the way, we’re expecting 
them to make it to State 
and have a better chance 
to place now that they’re 
less nervous,” Fondale said. 
“They are more mature and 
have more confidence than 
last year.”

Fondale spoke a bit about 
the postseason.

“It’s convenient for us 
at Miami Trace,” Fondale 
said. “The Sectional will be 
right here in town (Wash-
ington High School) and 
the District will be a half-
hour away (at Wilmington 

High School).”
Returning varsity wres-

tlers for Miami Trace: 
seniors Dereck Moore, 
Timmy Chaney and Jared 
Fenner and juniors B.J. 
Anders, Dalton Bartley, 
Jaymon Flaugher, Wes Gan-
dee, Coby Hughes, Gavin 
Moore, Dylan Murphy and 
Jacob Tinkler.

“These guys have a real 
good, hard-working atti-
tude,” Fondale said. “That 
was instilled in them in 
junior high and they’ve 
kept that hard-work mental-
ity. That ethic is rubbing off 
on the freshmen. You can’t 
really hide in our wrestling 
room, because the seniors 
and juniors will let you 
know that you need to pick 
up the pace.

“It’s a pretty good envi-

ronment,” Fondale said of 
the wrestling room. “The 
guys work hard and there’s 
a lot of intensity. At the end 
of practice, we feel pretty 
good about ourselves, most 
days. We feel like we get 
better every day and that’s 
all you can ask.”

The Panthers begin the 
season at the Cambridge 
Invitational on Dec. 3.

“Last year we placed 
third here out of about 20 
teams,” Fondale said. “New 
Lexington will be there; 
Sheridan will be there.”

After an SCOL tri-match 
at McClain, along with 
East Clinton on Dec. 15, 
the Panthers will stay over-
night in Defiance to take 
part in the Fricker’s Duals 
Dec. 16 and 17.

As for the SCOL, Fon-

Panthers want another SCOL title
Having multiple State-qualifers is the end goal

Photos by Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald
2016-17 MIAMI TRACE VARSITY WRESTLING TEAM — (front, l-r); Jillian Sollars, statistician; Thomas 
Bondi, Timmy Chaney, Dereck Moore, Jared Fenner, Chris Powell, Cassidy Tolliver, statistician; (second 
row, l-r); Wes Gandee, Coby Hughes, Gavin Moore, Dalton Bartley, Jaymon Flaugher, B.J. Anders, Josh 
Tinkler, Dylan Murphy; (third row, l-r); David Tyndall, Bladeth Leaman, Storm Duffy, Dylan Arnold, Jacob 
Morris, Jotham Lewis, Aaron Morris; (back, l-r); Kayleb Terhune, Kenny Wolffe, J.J. Puckett, Dawson 
Wallace, Mason Snow, Andrew Amore, Josh Winterbotham and Grant DeBruin.
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2016-17 MIAMI TRACE JUNIOR HIGH WRESTLING TEAM — (front, l-r); Devin Seymour, Alex McCarty, Jared 
Seymour, Weston Melvin, Dalton Minshall, Graham Carson; (second row, l-r); Shane Seymour, Korban 
Cockerill, Jesse Benitez, Mcale Callihan, Camron Lacure; (third row, l-r); Kylan Knapp, Bryce Bennett, 
Brayden Smith, Luke Henry, Hayden Pavey, Derek Mitchem; (back, l-r); Zane Brown, Mychal Rose, Blake 
Roberts, Luke Anders, Ashton Curtis and Kamdon Satterfield. Not pictured: Todd Ford, Branton Stewart, 
Ashton Detty, Alex Smith and Jayden LeBeau.

MIAMI TRACE VARSITY WRESTLING
Sat., Dec. 3  Cambridge Invit.  Away  9 a.m.
Thurs., Dec. 15  SCOL tri-match  at McClain  6 p.m.
Fri., Dec. 16  Fricker’s Duals  Defiance  2 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 17  Fricker’s Duals Defiance  10 a.m.
Thurs., Dec. 22  Wil./Hills.  Home  6 p.m.
Tues., Dec. 27  GMVWA  Nutter Cent.  TBA
Wed., Dec. 28  GMVWA  Nutter Cent.  TBA
Thurs., Jan. 5  C-M/Chill.  at C-M  6 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 7  Beavercreek  Away  10 a.m.
Thurs., Jan. 12  WCH  Home  6 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 21 McDonald’s/MT Invit  Home  10 a.m.
Wed., Jan. 25  State Duals  TBA  TBA
Wed., Feb. 1  State Duals  TBA  TBA
Fri., Feb. 24  Sectionals  at WCH  TBA
Sat., Feb. 25  Sectionals  at WCH  TBA
Fri., Mar. 3  Districts  TBA  TBA
Sat., Mar. 4  Districts  TBA  TBA
Thurs., Mar. 9  State  @ OSU TBA
Fri., Mar. 10  State  @ OSU TBA
Sat., Mar. 11  State  @ OSU TBA

MIAMI TRACE JUNIOR HIGH WRESTLING
Sat., Dec. 3  MTMS Invit.  Home  10 a.m.
Sat., Dec. 10  Blanchester Invit.  Away  10 a.m.
Thurs., Dec. 15  @ McClain w/EC  Away  6 p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 22  Wil./Hills.  Home  6 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 5  @ C-M w/Chill.  Away  6 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 12  Washington  Home  6 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 14  New Lexington  Away  10 a.m.
Sat., Jan. 28  SCOL  @ McClain  TBA

dale does not concern 
himself with who has which 
wrestlers coming back.

“I don’t focus on other 
teams as much,” Fondale 
said. “Some coaches look 
around the league for 
competition. I worry more 
about getting my guys 
ready.”

The Panthers host their 
first match of the season 
on Dec. 22 against SCOL 
rivals Wilmington and Hill-
sboro.

After Christmas, the Pan-
thers will take part in the 
GMVWA (Greater Miami 
Valley Wrestling Associa-
tion) meet on Dec. 27 and 
28 to close out 2016.

Ushering in 2017, the 
Panthers will visit Clinton-
Massie for another SCOL 
tri-match, along with Chilli-
cothe, on Jan. 5.

Then, it’s over to Beaver-
creek on Jan. 7 before the 
dual at home against the 
Washington Blue Lions on 

Jan. 12.
The Panthers host the 

McDonald’s/MT Invitation-
al on Jan. 21. Miami Trace 
is the defending champion 
of the event.

Then it’s the State Dual 
quarterfinals on Jan. 25.

“The last couple of years, 
we thought we would be 
able to make it to the State 
Duals finals at St. John 
Arena, but we haven’t quite 
made it,” Fondale said. 
“That’s one of the goals for 
this team, to make it there.”

The final-ever SCOL 
tournament will be Satur-
day, Feb. 18, 2017 at Hills-
boro High School.

The Sectional tourna-
ment is at Washington 
High School on Feb. 24 and 
25.

The District tournament 
is at Wilmington High 
School on March 3 and 4.

The State tournament is 
at the Schottenstein Center 
on the campus of The Ohio 

State University on March 
9-11.

Helping Fondale coach 
the Panthers will be Jacob 
Garringer, former head 
coach Jack Anders, Jeff 
Litteral, an MT grad from 
just a few years ago; Dan 
Sheets and Mike Callahan 
will coach the junior high 
and work with the varsity, 
Fondale noted.

“The kids are excited and 
the coaches are excited,” 
Fondale said. “We haven’t 
really had a bad practice. 
As long as the seniors 
and juniors carry on with 
the hard-working attitude 
that they have the past 
few years, that will rub off 
on the younger kids. By 
early to mid-December, we 
should have a pretty good 
practice room. It should be 
a fun year.”

Reach Chris Hoppes at 740-335-
3611, ext. 1104, or on Twitter @
choppes1
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After stepping down fol-
lowing the 2013-14 season, 
Susan Holloway returns 
to lead the Miami Trace 
gymnastics program, the 
program she started 21 
years ago.

“The program is in it’s 
21st year,” Holloway said. 
“I coached the team for 19 
years and then, took a two 
year sabbatical.

“We have a brand new 
team with six freshmen,” 
Holloway said. “That might 
seem a bit daunting, but, 
each one of these girls have 
been in gymnastics; they’ve 
participated here in the 
gym (Tric’s Gymnastics 
Academy). They’ve been 
on the USAG team, which 
is our competitive team. It’s 
comparable to club volley-
ball or AAU basketball.

“These girls have all been 
involved in gymnastics for 
six, seven, eight years,” 
Holloway said. “I have level 
8 gymnasts competing as 
freshmen. I’m very excited 
about the experience that 
these six young ladies have 
to bring to the program. 
We’re talking six to eight 
years of club gymnastics.

“When we talk gym-
nastics, we’re talking year 

‘round,” Holloway said. 
“These girls have lived at 
this gym. Gymnastics is 
year ‘round, because of the 
strength and fl exibility that 
is required. These girls 
have trained 12 to 15 hours 
a week, all year.

“My outlook for the sea-
son is very positive,” Hol-
loway said. “We’re ready to 
start the new season and 
the excitement is high.”

Abby Arledge, Morgan 
Eggleton, Grace Rolfe, 
Madison Swayne, Devan 
Thomas and Victoria Waits 
comprise the line-up for the 
2016-17 Miami Trace gym-
nastics team.

“Abby is an all-around 
athlete,” Holloway said. 
“Meaning she has com-
peted in all the events. One 
of her keys is strength. She 
is also very poised. She will 
bring grace and poise to 
her fl oor routine and her 
beam routine. She’ll be a 
competitive force for us.

“Morgan hasn’t been 
around gymnastics in the 
recent past,” Holloway 
said. “She is very powerful. 
She’s going to help us out 
on vault and balance beam.

“Grace has grown up 
here at the gym,” Holloway 
said. “She’s going to be in 
the all-around. Her forte is 
bars and vault. She enjoys 

the fl oor exercise. She’s one 
of my tumblers.

“Maddy is coming back, 
also,” Holloway said. “She 
was here at the gym and 
then she was gone for a 
couple of years. But, now 
she’s back. Maddy’s going 
to help us out on balance 
beam. We’ll be able to get 
her on all four events.

“Devan is a powerhouse 
and a perfectionist,” Hol-
loway said. “I love the 
way she trains. She’s hard 
on herself to be perfect. 
That’s where she’s really 
going to help us out, in her 
striving for perfection. She 
pays attention to the little 
things.

“Victoria is very involved 
in school, as are the rest of 
the girls,” Holloway said. 
“She’s in the fall play and 
she does FFA. She’s an all-
around athlete. She’s one of 
our competitors in all four 
events.”

Miami Trace competes 
against many Division I 
schools, including Wester-
ville Central, Thomas 
Worthing and Worthington 
Kilbourne.

Miami Trace is in the 
Central District in gymnas-
tics. There are three high 
schools in the Southeast 
District that offer gymnas-
tics and they are grouped with teams from the Cen-

tral District to make a total 
of 23 teams. There were 
98 high school gymnastics 
teams in Ohio in 2015-16.

“Our kids strive for 
personal best scores,” Hol-
loway said. “We want to see 
them improve from meet to 
meet to meet.

“The all-time high score 
for a Miami Trace gymnas-
tics team is a 124.8,” Hollo-
way said. “My hope is that 
we can surpass that all-time 
high. Throughout the sea-
son, I want to build on that 

and set new records.
“There is no doubt in 

my mind that we can go 
up against the teams on 
our schedule and challenge 
them,” Holloway said.

Miami Trace has just two 
home meets this season.

The fi rst is Saturday, 
Dec. 17 against Sheridan.

The other is Friday, Jan. 
20 when Miami Trace will 
host Sheridan, Tri Valley, 
Buckeye Valley and Dela-
ware Hayes.

The District champion-
ship (Central) is Saturday, 

Feb. 25.
The assistant coach is 

Chasity Thomas, a teacher 
in the Grove City school 
district.

“She has coached vol-
leyball and softball at high 
school and club,” Holloway 
said. “This is her fi rst year 
coaching gymnastics. Her 
daughter is a member of 
the team and Chasity has 
been around the sport for 
eight years.”

Reach Chris Hoppes at 740-335-
3611, ext. 1104, or on Twitter @
choppes1

YUSA  Corporation

Supporting the youth of Fayette County!
151 Jamison Road SW  •  Washington C.H.  •  740-335-0335  •  www.yusa-oh.com 

40938607

Holloway returns to coach MT gymnastics team
2016-17 
MIAMI TRACE 
GYMNASTICS 
TEAM — (front, 
l-r); Grace Rolfe, 
Maddie Swayne, 
Devan Thomas; 
(back, l-r); head 
coach Susan 
Holloway, Morgan 
Eggleton and 
Abby Arledge. Not 
pictured: Victoria 
Waits and assistant 
coach Chasity 
Thomas.

Chris Hoppes | 
Record-Herald

MIAMI TRACE GYMNASTICS
Sat., Dec. 17  Sheridan  Home  TBA
Thurs., Dec. 22  Westerville Cent.  Away  TBA
Sat., Jan. 14  Forest Hills Flip Fest  Away  TBA
Wed., Jan. 18  Marysville  Away  TBA
Fri., Jan. 20  Five team meet  Home  TBA
Fri., Jan. 27  Warhawk Invit.  Away  TBA
Wed., Feb. 1  Seven Hills Quad  Away  TBA
Mon, Feb. 6  Hilliard  Away  TBA
Fri., Feb. 10  C.O.G.C.  Away  TBA
Sun., Feb. 12  S.W.I.M.  Away  TBA
Mon., Feb. 13  Thom. Worthington  Away  TBA
Wed., Feb. 15  Worth. Kilbourne  Away  TBA
Sat., Feb. 18  Dayton City Championships  Away  TBA
Sat., Feb. 25  Central Dist. Tourn.  Away  TBA
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Good Luck 
To All Of The  2016 Winter Sports Participants

HARTLEY
OIL COMPANY

FIVE LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU

Hillsboro
937-393-5797

Wilmington
937-382-2253

Jamestown
937-675-4951

London
740-852-1051

Washington C.H.
740-335-0690

Toll Free
800-638-7588

40938602

907 Columbus Ave., Washington C.H., OH 43160

By Chris Hoppes
choppes@civitasmedia.com

The Washington Blue 
Lion swim team is work-
ing hard, preparing for the 
2016-17 season.

Katie Kasberg is back for 
her second season as head 
coach for both the boys and 
the girls.

Washington had seven 
seniors last year: Brody 
Morris, Jakob Snyder, 
Skylynn Barden, MaryKate 
VanDyke, Brooklyn Wilson, 
Olivia Creps and Kirsten 
List.

Last season, Morris, now 
a member of the Wilming-
ton College swim team, 
qualifi ed to the Districts in 
the 200-individual medley 
and the 100-breaststroke.

Kirsten List qualifi ed 
to the District meet in the 
50-freestyle and 100-free-
style.

There was also a girls 
medley relay, a boys medley 
relay and a girls 200-free-
style relay that qualifi ed to 
the District meet.

Morris was runner-up at 
the SCOL meet last year in 
the 100 breaststroke.

Chillicothe won the 
SCOL title last season, 
followed by Wilmington, 
McClain, Hillsboro, Clin-
ton-Massie, Washington 
and Miami Trace.

Washington’s girls were 
fourth last year in the 
SCOL.

Wilmington won the 
league title, followed by 
Chillicothe, Miami Trace, 
then Washington, then 
McClain, Clinton-Massie 
and Hillsboro.

Kirsten List was an 
SCOL runner-up in the 
50 and 100-yard freestyle 
events. Those were the 
same events in which she 
qualifi ed to the District 
meet.

On the girls’ side last 
year, Barden, Megan 
Rohrer, Wilson and List 
were runners-up in the 
200-medley relay at the 
SCOL meet.

Washington has three 
seniors this year, Kayla 
Kimmet, Miranda Landis 
and Liam Downing.

There are nine junior 
girls and one junior boy.

The juniors are: Ally 
Cartwright, Harley Daw-
son, Delaney Greer, Faith 
Kobel, Trinity Ragland, 
Casey Ramirez, Megan 
Rohrer, Abigail Sever, Cam-
ryn Waldrop and Spencer 
Minyo.

There are two sopho-
more boys and two sopho-
more girls.

The sophomores are: 
Cameron Burns, Kyler 
Runk, Grace Gerber and 
Christina Luebbe.

Rounding out the roster, 
there are six freshman girls 
and one freshman boy.

The freshmen are: 

Andrea Fitzpatrick, Mck-
enna Garren, Aria Marting, 
Sierra Peters, Mackenzie 
Truex, Kara Vohra and 
Trevor Minyo.

There are eight returning 
swimmers from last season.

“We have a few more 
girls than last year,” Kas-
berg said. “We have one 
less boy than we had last 
year. That’s going to hurt 
us in making up relays on 
the boys’ team. We’re going 
to be in a lot better shape 
for relays on the girls’ team.

“We had a great season 
last year,” Kasberg said. 
“I had a lot of fun getting 
to know the kids. I saw a 
lot of kids really improve 
their stroke technique and 
improve their times last 
year.

“We have a lot of great, 
incoming swimmers, 
whether they are freshmen 
or they are upperclassmen,” 
Kasberg said. “They seem 

Blue Lion swimmers excited for season

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald
2016-17 WASHINGTON BLUE LION SWIMMING TEAM — (front, l-r); Mackenzie Truex, Sierra Peters, Christian Luebbe, Andrea Fitzpatrick, Aria Marting, Kara Vohra, Mackenna 
Garren, Ally Cartwright, Casey Ramirez, Kayla Kimmett; (back, l-r); head coach Katie Kasberg, Kyler Runk, Trevor Minyo, Harley Dawson, Spencer Minyo, Liam Downing, Delaney 
Greer, Miranda Landis and Faith Kobel. Not pictured: Cameron Burns, Grace Gerber and Camryn Waldrop.

WASHINGTON SWIMMING
Wed., Nov. 30  MT/N. Richmond  @ McClain  5 p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 8  MT  @ Chillicothe  5 p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 15  MT @ Hillsboro  5 p.m.
Tues., Dec. 27  Hillsboro, MT  Home  5 p.m.
Tues., Jan. 10  MT, C-M, McClain  Home  5 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 12  MT  @ Wil.  5 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 21  MT, Chill., McClain  Home  2 p.m.
Tues., Jan. 31  SCOL for Girls  McClain  5:30 p.m.
Thurs., Feb. 2  SCOL for Boys  McClain  5:30 p.m.
Sat., Feb. 11  Sectional  TBA
Home site is Fayette County YMCA

See SWIMMING | 16
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By Chris Hoppes
choppes@civitasmedia.com

Mary Miller 
returns for her sixth 
season as head 
swimming coach for 
Miami Trace.

The number of par-
ticipants for Miami 
Trace is up this year, 
according to Miller.

“We have a lot of 
new people out for 
the team,” Miller 
said.

Jacob Haldeman, a 
senior, is back for his 
fourth season on the 
swim team.

Other seniors are 
Hunter Howard, 
Colton Sword (both 
new to the team) and 
Justin Jones.

Isaac Abare, a 
sophomore, is also 
returning for his sec-
ond season.

Clare Sollars, Tay-
lor Barrett, Lauren 
Truex are seniors in 
their fourth year on 
the team.

Gretchen Rife 
and Marissa Sheets 
are also seniors for 
Miami Trace.

“We have a lot 
of new boys on the 
team this year,” 
Miller said. “That’s 
good for us. We don’t 
usually have a lot of 
boys.”

Chillicothe boys 
and Wilmington girls 
won the SCOL last 
season.

Miami Trace’s boys 
team was seventh 
and the Miami Trace 
girls team was third 
in the SCOL last 
year.

“We’re still in a 
rebuilding phase,” 
Miller said. “We lost 

a lot of seniors a 
couple of years ago, 
pretty much half of 
our team.

“We have a big 
team this year,” 
Miller said.

Miami Trace 
begins the season 
Wednesday, Nov. 
30 with a meet 
at McClain High 
School.

On Dec. 8, the 
Panthers visit the 
Ross County YMCA 
to take on Chillicothe 
and Washington.

On Dec. 15, the 
Panthers visit Hills-
boro to take on the 
Indians.

The first home 
meet of the season 
will be Tuesday, Dec. 
27 with Wilmington, 
Hillsboro and Wash-
ington.

The first meet in 
2017 will be Tues-
day, Jan. 10 at home 
against Clinton-
Massie, McClain and 
Washington.

On Jan. 12, the 
Panthers swim at 
Wilmington College 
with the Hurricane 
and the Blue Lions.

On Jan. 21, it’s 
back at home for a 
meet with McClain, 
Chillicothe and 
Washington.

The final-ever 
SCOL swim meet for 
girls is Tuesday, Jan. 
31 at 5:30 p.m. at 
McClain.

The last SCOL 
swim meet for boys 
is Thursday, Feb. 2 
at 5:30 p.m. back at 
McClain.

Last year, Miami 
Trace had two girls’ 
relay teams qualify to 
the District meet.

The relay events 
are: 200-freestyle, 
400-freestyle and 
200-medley.

“Our numbers are 
up and we have a lot 
more boys, so, I’m 
hoping that will work 
in our favor and we 
can build a stronger 
team this year,” Mill-
er said. “We have 12 
boys, and that’s the 
most we’ve had since 
I’ve coached.

“We have 24 girls, 
as well,” Miller said.

The Record-Herald 
interviewed Coach 
Miller on Nov. 21.

“We have our first 
meet next week,” 
Miller said. “I don’t 
know where I’m 
going to put every-
body at this moment. 
I have enough kids 

to pick from. It prob-
ably won’t be perfect 
right away. I look for 
us to have a pretty 
solid team by the end 
of the season.

“I may have to 
move some kids 
around, do some 
adjusting here and 
there,” Miller said. 
“It will take a while 
before we have our 
line-up set.

“I’m excited for 
our season,” Miller 

said. “I’m excited to 
see what we can do. 
Like I said, this is 
the most boys we’ve 
ever had, so, I’m 
excited to actually 
have a full roster on 
the boys’ side. A lot 
of times, we’ve not 
had enough boys, so, 
several of the events 
go uncontested. We 
shouldn’t have to 
leave anything open.

“If they work hard, 
we can definitely 

go places,” Miller 
said. “Of course, 
everybody wants to 
win the SCOL. That 
is our main goal. I’d 
like to see a lot of 
people qualify to the 
Districts.”

Assisting Miller 
with the team this 
year is Mark Halde-
man.

Reach Chris Hoppes at 
740-335-3611, ext. 1104, or 
on Twitter @choppes1

Numbers rise for MT swim team

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald
2016-17 MIAMI TRACE SWIMMING TEAM — (front, l-r); Cameron Bucher, Addie Braden, Justin Jones, Jacob 
Haldeman, Cole Howland, Trevor Throckmorton; (second row, l-r); Taylor Barrett, Hunter Howard, Kylie Pettit, 
Gracie Greene, Lilly Litteral, Keylee Smith, Hunter Rousch, Jacob Downing, Isaac Abare; (third row, l-r); Tori 
Morrison, Clare Sollars, Sarah Havens, Kiersten Odierno, Carissa Hostetler, Kaitlyn Taylor, Ally Streitenberger, 
Lauren Truex, Gretchen Rife, Kaitlin Arnold; (back, l-r); Destiny Schook, Marissa Sheets, Josh Liff, Kate Leach, 
Gavin Harper, Morgan Leasure and Colton Sword.

MIAMI TRACE SWIMMING
Wed., Nov. 30  McClain/N. Rich./WCH  Away  5 p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 8  Chill./WCH  Away  5 p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 15  Hills./WCH  Away  5 p.m.
Tues., Dec. 27  Wil./Hills./WCH  Home 
Tues., Jan. 10  C-M/Mc/WCH  Home  5 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 12  Wil./WCH  Away  5 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 21  Mc/Chill./WCH  Home  2 p.m.
Tues., Jan. 31  Girls SCOL  McClain  5:30 p.m.
Thurs., Feb. 2  Boys SCOL  McClain  5:30 p.m.

very eager to learn. We have 
some very talented kids. I 
can’t wait to see how they 
develop over the course of the 
season.

“There is a ton of enthusi-
asm this year,” Kasberg said. 
“The kids are showing up to 
practice and working hard. 
It’s tough, especially when 
you’re coming in as a new 
swimmer, to build up that 
conditioning. Everyone so far 
has put in 100 percent effort.

“It can be tough to be in a 
rebuilding year, but, I think 
the kids are going to do good 
things this year,” Kasberg 
said.

“Our returning swimmers 
are looking to improve their 
times from last year,” Kasberg 
said. “Those who were close 
to reaching the District last 
year are looking at what it’s 
going to take to make the 
District meet this year. So, 
we’ve already started some 
goal-setting with them.

“Our new swimmers, we 
want to make sure we find 
the right event for them,” 
Kasberg said. “We’ll be hav-
ing a mock meet, just to get 
some times down on paper, to 
get an idea for myself and for 
them where they’ll be fitting 
in right now and where we 
can best utilize them for the 
season.”

David Bender is returning 
this year as an assistant coach 
for the Blue Lions.

“He was a big help last year 
kind of getting my bearings 
within the league,” Kasberg 
said. “I’m glad to have him 
back. He’s awesome to work 
with.

“I’m excited for the sea-
son,” Kasberg said. “I think 
it’s going to be a positive 
season. The kids are working 
hard and I can’t wait to see 
what they do.”

Reach Chris Hoppes at 740-335-3611, 
ext. 1104, or on Twitter @choppes1

From page 15

Swimming
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Best Wishes to area athletes 
for a great season!

By Martin Graham
mgraham@civitasmedia.com

The Washington Blue Lion girls bowling 
team has started practicing for the upcom-
ing season, and head coach Ron Amore Jr. 
is already impressed with the unity of the 
team.

The team will be led by two seniors, 
Kelsey Potts and Kalee Crowe, with the 
possibility of one other returning to the 
team. Amore said that both of the girls 
are looking very good this year. Potts 
has improved tremendously according to 
Amore and continued to say that Crowe 
had done a great job for the team last sea-
son and is looking strong.

“They will be our leaders,” Amore said. 
“Consistency, in bowling, is key to every-
thing. We have a freshman who has a lot of 
experience because she has been playing in 
the youth league. She is going to be a great 
asset. We have others returning who have 
started so far in practices doing very well. I 

have a bunch of juniors who have come out 
this year, and for first-time bowlers, they 
are remarkable. I am really excited. I know 
we are going to have a good season.”

Last year the team ended up only 52 
pins from going to the State tournament. 
Amore said they qualified through Section-
als and Districts before coming up just 
one position and those pins short. This 
reaffirms what Amore says to the girls, that 
every pin and every spare counts.

“It is absolutely a goal in my head to 
make it to State, but we could use that 
other senior if we wanted to do that,” 
Amore said. “Can we do it without her? 
Yeah, I believe we can. I think we have a 
very competitive team. As this is the last 
year we will be in the SCOL, we would 
really like to win it. Last year, our only loss 
in the league was to Miami Trace. In fact 
we beat them everywhere else we bowled, 
but for the SCOL we lost to them.”

Amore has been working with the girls 
already, telling them to remain focused 

Unity is strong for WHS girls bowling

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald
2016-17 WASHINGTON GIRLS BOWLING TEAM — (front, l-r); Caitlyn Booth, Lena Jenkins, Yenisel Quarels, 
Sammie Arbogast, Tiairra Thomas; (back, l-r); Myka Pennington, Mariah Carter, Kelsey Potts, Sara 
Williams, Kalee Crowe, Lindsey Bucker and coach Ron Amore Jr.

By Martin Graham
mgraham@civitasmedia.com

With a lone senior 
leading the team, the 
Washington Blue Lion 
boys bowling team, 
coached by Mark Under-
wood, will rely on up-
and-coming sophomores 
and juniors to continue 
the program’s winning 
season streak.

Michael Kotlinski has 
been with the program 
for most of his high 
school career and is 
solidified on the team 
with a great average. 
He has been consistent 
according to his coach. 

WCH boys bowling 
rolls into 2016 season

WASHINGTON BOWLING
Wed., Nov. 30  Miami Trace  Home  3:30 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 3  McClain  Home  9 a.m.
Wed., Dec. 7  Clinton-Massie  Away  4 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 10  Jonathan Alder  Away  8:30 a.m.
Sat., Dec. 17  Beast of the East  Away  12:30 p.m.
Wed., Dec. 21  Wilmington  Away  4 p.m.
Fri., Dec. 30  Holiday Baker Classic  Away  9 a.m.
Mon., Jan. 2  Hillsboro  Away  4 p.m.
Wed., Jan. 4  Chillicothe  Home  4:30 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 7  1st Capital Baker Tourn.  Away  10 a.m.
Mon., Jan. 9  Chillicothe  Away  4 p.m.
Wed., Jan. 11  Clinton-Massie  Home  4 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 14  LeElla Baker Bash  Home  9 a.m.
Tues., Jan. 17  Miami Trace  Home  3:30 p.m.
Wed., Jan. 18  Hillsboro  Home  3:30 p.m.
Fri., Jan. 20  Zane Trace  Away  5 p.m.
Wed., Jan. 25  Wilmington  Away  4 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 28  Pirate Challenge  Away  9 a.m.
Wed., Feb. 1  Zane Trace  Home  5 p.m.
Fri., Feb. 3 Chillicothe  Away  4:30 p.m.
Sat., Feb. 11  SCOL  Home  9 a.m.
Home site is LeElla LanesSee WCH BOWLING | 19
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By Martin Graham
mgraham@civitasmedia.com

After placing second in 
the SCOL last year, the 
Miami Trace Girls Bowling 
team is back and is focusing 
on each game for a hopeful 
victory in the league.

Six girls make up the rela-
tively young team, but they 
certainly don’t lack in skill. 
The team has two seniors, 
both who are return bowlers 
for the program, have been 
playing at LeElla Lanes a 
few years for Miami Trace. 
Throughout this time they 
have been working hard to 

improve.
“This team is a lot young-

er than what I have had,” 
Kaleb Taylor, Miami Trace 
girls bowling head coach, 
said. “When I first stepped 
in as coach, I stepped into 
a team that had a lot more 
juniors and sophomores. 
This year I have a team that 
is seniors and freshmen, 
with one sophomore. Two of 
our freshmen also came up 
through the junior league. 
They have some basics 
down, but we are looking to 
get with them and change 
stuff up. My seniors, Macy 
Detty and McKinzie Miller, 

are looking good. They have 
improved a lot over the 
years, coming up from about 
130 average pins to closer to 
180 and 190.”

Taylor said that as he 
started the practices this sea-
son, he knew he would have 
to keep the girls focused, 
practicing and keeping them 
day-to-day. He wants to win 
and make it big this season, 
but he knows that focusing 
on that big picture can get 
in the way of each game. So 
he is encouraging his team 
to take it game by game and 

Young MT girls bowling team shows raw talent
2016-17 MIAMI 
TRACE GIRLS 
BOWLING 
TEAM — 
(front, l-r); 
Hannah Miller, 
Emily Powell, 
Shira Beedy; 
(back, l-r); 
coach Kaleb 
Taylor, Macy 
Detty and 
Hayley Tipton. 
Not pictured: 
McKinzie 
Miller.

Chris Hoppes 
| Record-Herald

By Martin Graham
mgraham@civitasmedia.com

As we head through fall 
and into the winter season, 
bowling has started once 
again and the Miami Trace 
boys bowling team is gear-
ing up for a competitive 
season as they work closer 
toward the opening of play.

This year the boys team 
will have two seniors, both 
returning, who have been 
a part of the Miami Trace 
bowling program for four 
years. Devan Harmon and 
Austin Pickens will lead 
the team and Kaleb Taylor, 
assistant coach for the 
Miami Trace boys bowling 
team, said that these two 
will bring a lot of consis-
tency.

“Those two individuals 
have improved dramatically 
over the last three years 
and are even improving 
this year,” Taylor said. “I 
believe when they both first 
started they were casual 
bowlers. Just coming out 
on the weekends, hanging 

out with friends and bowl-
ing like that. Versus now, 
they both can shoot 200 pin 
games consistently. “

Taylor said that 11 mem-
bers make up the entire 
boys team with each class 
represented. Thus far, it 
is seeming that the two 
seniors, two freshman 
and two juniors will make 
up the team for bowling 
competitions, but that can 

always change.
“The two freshman 

have come up through our 
youth league bowling and 
have been coming in for a 
while,” Taylor said. “They 
have had a bit of individual 
coaching, but now that they 
are on this team they will 
get a bit more of the one-
on-one coaching. The boys 
know that those spots are 
always up for grabs though. 

Miami Trace boys bowling ready to strike

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald
2016-17 MIAMI TRACE BOYS BOWLING TEAM — (front, l-r); Devan Harmon, Canon Quimby, Jay Caudill, 
Tony Altop, Quinton Waits, Blake Bradshaw; (back, l-r); coach Kaleb Taylor, Charlie Milstead, Mike West, 
Andrew Amore, Jackson Perkins and Austin Pickens. Not pictured: head coach Ron Amore Sr.

MIAMI TRACE BOWLING
Wed., Nov. 30  Washington  Home  3 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 3  WHS/McClain  Home  9 a.m.
Wed., Dec. 7  C-Massie  Away  4 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 10  Jon. Alder  Away  8:30 a.m.
Sat., Dec. 17  Beast of the East  Away  12:30 p.m.
Wed., Dec. 21  Wil./WCH  Away  4 p.m.
Fri., Dec. 30  Invitational  Away  9 a.m.
Mon., Jan. 2  Hills./WCH  Away  4 p.m.
Wed., Jan. 4  Chillicothe  Home  4:30 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 7  Chill. Baker Bash  Away  10 a.m.
Mon., Jan. 9  McClain  Away  4 p.m.
Wed., Jan. 11  C-Massie  Home  4 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 14  LeElla Baker Bash  Home  9 a.m.
Tues., Jan. 17  Washington  Home  3 p.m.
Wed., Jan. 18  Hillsboro  Home  3 p.m.
Fri., Jan. 20  Zane Trace  Away  5 p.m.
Wed., Jan. 25  Wilmington  Away  4 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 28  Pirate Challenge  Away  9 a.m.
Wed., Feb. 1  Zane Trace  Home  5 p.m.
Fri., Feb. 3  Chillicothe  Away  4:30 p.m.
Sat., Feb. 11  SCOL  Home  9 a.m.

If they practice hard and 
show lots of improvement 
then they could take a spot 
for the competitions.”

The assistant coach 
continued by talking about 
the upcoming season and, 
despite believing his team 
can make it to State, he is 
tackling this season one 
game at a time.

“I think that when the 
season first kicks off, they 

are into it and energetic,” 
Taylor said. “But when 
the season is underway 
they begin to lose energy 
and become complacent. 
After four or five months 
of bowling I know it can 
get tiring, but we are here 
to keep them mentally into 
their game and keep them 

doing what they need to 
do. If these kids work hard, 
listen, follow directions and 
become closer as a team, I 
think they have the poten-
tial of going to State.”

Reach Martin Graham at (740) 
313-0351 or on Twitter @
MartiTheNewsGuy

See MT BOWLING | 19
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Miami Trace varsity basketball cheerleaders

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald
2016-17 MIAMI TRACE VARSITY BASKETBALL CHEERLEADERS — (front, l-r); Madison Perry, Makayla 
Gentry, Ceairra Puckett, Lexee Kersey; (back) Bailey Runnels. Not pictured: Brooke Heinz and Keera 
Keplinger.

Washington varsity basketball cheerleaders

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald
2016-17 WASHINGTON VARSITY BASKETBALL CHEERLEADERS — (front, l-r); Kylee Barton, Mickenna 
Nash, Hannah Nagy, Emily Adams, Alexis Tyree; (back, l-r); Brooklyn Reeves, Jazmin Cook, Taylor Long 
and Sydney Shadburn.

practice by practice and in the end, 
it will help them finish the season 
strong.

“I was honestly surprised by the tal-
ent I have this year, because last year 
I graduated three seniors so I knew I 
had three returning,” Taylor said. “I 
got in here for one of the open lane 
practices and just observed the raw 
talent that the freshmen had and I got 
really excited to start the season. This 
team is definitely going to compete.”

Taylor continues to work with the 
girls on techniques, but as he keeps 
bringing more to them, the more they 
want to learn. He explained that he is 
going to really focus on his coaching 
for the girls and said he is looking for-
ward to the season.

Reach Martin Graham at (740) 313-0351 or on 
Twitter @MartiTheNewsGuy

From page 18

MT Bowling

For the rest of the team, Under-
wood has a line-up he thinks 
will do great including his own 
son Brandon, who has an aver-
age over 200 and was selected 
as first-team all-SCOL as a 
freshman and a sophomore.

“I have a sophomore who 
is going to be really good this 
year, Austin Knisley,” Under-
wood said. “Last year as a 
freshman he was on the varsity 
team. I’m looking for bigger 
and better things from him and 
I expect him to make first team 
All-SCOL this year. He defi-
nitely works hard.”

Underwood said that so far 
in practices, the team has not 
been tackling strategies yet, 
but they have been trying to 
figure out what the team has 

to offer. He has given the boys 
a goal for how he would like 
them to score and they have 
been working to make sure that 
it is a consistent number for 
them.

“They have a minimum goal 
that they are shooting for,” 
Underwood said. “We are going 
to really try to work on that 
to meet those goals. We have 
been doing this long enough 

that we know what it takes for 
us to win, but now all it takes it 
making sure everyone believes 
that we can get there. We got 
a great group of guys, those 
juniors have all been in the pro-
gram for three years and that is 
really the core of my team. But 
all of the kids get along and 
have fun. They really keep it 
light for the team. Overall it is 
just a great group of kids.”

Since its formation, the team 
has yet to have a losing season. 
With a knock on the table, 
Underwood said he hopes to 
continue this streak. It won’t be 
easy though, with tough teams 
like Miami Trace and Hillsboro 
in the way, Underwood said his 
team will have to work hard.

Reach Martin Graham at (740) 313-0351 
or on Twitter @MartiTheNewsGuy

From page 17

WCH Bowling 2016-17 WASHINGTON 
BOYS BOWLING TEAM 
— (front, l-r); Alex 
Behrends, Shrey Maniya, 
Jaxson Singleton, Allan 
Schreckengaust, Grant 
Mustain, coach Mark 
Underwood; (back, l-r); 
Trent Langley, Branson 
Collins, Austin Knisley, 
Chase Spangler and 
Brandon Underwood. 
Not pictured: Michael 
Kotlinski.
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Best of Luck to All Winter 
Sports Participants!

1120 Clinton Ave., Washington C.H. • (740) 335-3700 • (937) 584-2889 • 1-800-928-2872

Doug Marine Motors
Open 24/7 at

DougMarineMotors.net
SALES: 9-8 Mon., 9-7 Tues., Wed., Thurs., 9-6 Fri, 9-4 Sat.
SERVICE & PARTS: 8-8 Mon., 8-5 Tues., Wed., Thurs., & Fri.

**Price excludes tax and title.  All rebates back to dealer.

40938909

2017 Jeep Wrangler 
Unlimited 

4 x 4 Sport
New Hypergreen Color

SALE PRICE 
$31,515**

SAVE $855

#J7123

2016 Jeep Renegade
Latitude 

4 x 4

#J6310

SALE PRICE 
$23,345**

SAVE $4510

2016 Jeep Cherokee
Latitude 

4 x 4

#J6245

SALE PRICE 
$23,286**

SAVE $5994


