
By Martin Graham
mgraham@civitasmedia.com 

Fayette County will once again take 
time to honor a few amazing people in the 
community with the annual Hometown 
Heroes Celebration Breakfast.

The United Way of Fayette County, 
with president Debbie Bryant, has been 
preparing for this breakfast after they 
heard it was not going to be continued. 
Six awards will be presented during the 
breakfast: the Lifetime Achievement 
Hometown Hero Award, the Education 
Hometown Hero Award, the Adult Home-
town Hero Award, the Youth Hometown 
Hero Award, the United Way Board of 

Directors Hometown Hero Award and the 
Workplace Hometown Hero Award.

“The breakfast will take place on Tues-
day, September 20 at the Mahan Building 
and it will start at 7:30 a.m., with the 
doors opening a little before that,” Bryant 
said during an interview recently. “The 
Willow will be catering this event. I have 
been with the United Way for just over 
a year now, so I am starting my second 
year.”

This year, Jeff Conroy, Kay Oughterson, 
The Miami Trace FFA, Parrett Insurance 
Agency, Tara Bivens and Mary Dye will 
be honored. Bryant said that when the 
United Way found out that the celebration 
was not going to take place, they felt like 

they just needed to step up and take on 
the event.

She said that Fayette County has so 
many great people that go above and 
beyond every day to serve others and this 
community, that it felt like an honor to be 
able to recognize them. Admission to the 
breakfast is $15 per person or $250 for a 
corporate table that seats eight. Reserva-
tions are asked, so that a proper amount 
of food can be prepared for breakfast, and 
can be made by calling Bryant at (740) 
335-8932.

“Although the Hometown Heroes Cele-
bration breakfast has been around for sev-
eral years,” Bryant said, “the United Way 
is honored to be hosting the event for the 

fi rst time and we are more than honored 
to have First State Bank work alongside 
us as the presenting sponsor of this year’s 
celebration.”

First State Bank offers customers a full 
range of products, including traditional, 
personal, commercial and agricultural 
loan and deposit solutions. Addition-
ally, First State Bank customers have the 
option of convenient online and mobile 
banking. FSB Mobile App users also now 

Six Hometown Hero Awards to be presented Sept. 20
United Way and First State Bank honor heroes

See UNITED WAY | 3

HeroesHometown

Ordinary People, Extraordinary Courage
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The Miami Trace FFA (Future Farmers 
of America) - the 2016 Youth Hometown 
Hero - is an organization that promotes 
agriculture education and participates in 
many community service activities.

Its most recent endeavor has been 
to submit and receive a grant that has 
created “The Panther Pantry.” The Pan-
ther Pantry is a resource to high school 
students providing non-perishable food 
items, clothing and hygiene products. 
This resource is available to any and all 
students who may be in need.

Additional community service and 
educational activities that the FFA par-
ticipates in includes, “Fall Harvest Days” 
- an educational opportunity for Miami 
Trace Elementary students, “Paint the 
Town Pink” - last year the MT FFA 
donated $9,000 to Fayette Memorial 
Hospital through this endeavor, and they 
have also recently planted and raised gar-
den beds for a local nursing home.

All of the hard work of the Miami 

Trace FFA does not go unnoticed. They 
have currently been named as one of the 
top 10 chapters in the nation. At this 
year’s convention in October, they will 
fi nd out their fi nal placing. Last year the 
MT FFA chapter was recognized by the 
Ohio School Boards Association at their 
annual conference for all of their educa-
tional activities and community service.

FFA continues to help the next genera-
tion rise up to meet those challenges 
by helping its members to develop their 
own unique talents and explore their 
interests in a broad range of agricultural 
career pathways. Today, the National 
FFA Organization remains committed 
to the individual student, providing a 
path to achievement in premier leader-
ship, personal growth and career success 
through agricultural education.

Current MT FFA offi cers are president 
Makayla Eggleton, vice president Maris-
sa Sheets, treasurers Garrett Hagler and 
Cole Karnes, and secretary Clare Sollars.

Miami Trace FFA contributed this article.

MT FFA named 2016 Youth Hometown Hero

MT FFA has educated many local children about agriculture and more.

Courtesy photos 
From cleaning up roads to growing crops, this student organization has been making an impact on the 
community for years.

“Fall Harvest Days” is an educational opportunity for Miami Trace Elementary students that the FFA is 
involved in.
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have the option of mobile check 
deposit, so checks can be deposited 
anywhere, anytime.

“We are thrilled to be the pre-
senting sponsor of the Hometown 
Heroes Celebration Breakfast this 
year,” said Mike Pell, president and 
CEO of First State Bank. “This 
event not only highlights some of 
the amazing work the United Way of 
Fayette County does in our commu-
nity, but also gives us an opportunity 
to recognize some very  special indi-
viduals for their service.”

Dedicated to providing exceptional          
customer service and high value 
products while enhancing sharehold-
er value, First State Bank has been a 
trusted and respected      community 
institution since 1884. With a loan 
production offi ce in Clinton County 
and   banking center locations in 
Adams, Brown, Highland, Fayette 
and now Hamilton counties, all 
banking center operations and man-
agement are locally-controlled. The 
Washington Court House Banking 
Center is located at 134 East Court 
St. To learn more about First State 
Bank, please visit www.fsb4me.com.

Some of the programs or people 
that benefi t from United Way of 
Fayette County include a food pantry 
where 9,255 individuals were served 
in 2015, 20,936 one-way trips by 
Commission on Aging Transporta-
tion, 74 employers had employees 
use Wheels to Work, 14 senior 

citizens were able to remain in their 
homes and live independently with 
assistance from Homemaker Aide, 67 
percent of those needing emergency 
shelter exited with permanent hous-
ing, Commission on Aging made 
over 4,500 trips including trips to 
physician’s offi ces, grocery store, 
nutrition sites, etc., 132 car seats 
were provided to residents of Fayette 
County by Help me Grow and the 
Fayette Co. Health Department, the 
Commission on Aging delivered over 
21,000 hot meals to seniors in the 
county, the Commission on Aging 
served over 13,000 meals at the 
center, The Well Community Meals 
program served over 11,000 meals, 
and The Well’s Kids Café served over 
5,200 meals and snacks.

Bryant will also share the story of 
Betty Keller at the breakfast. Keller 
is 81-years-old and lives at Seton 
Center. She has been there since 
2007 after the death of her husband. 
According to Bryant, she lives on a 
very limited income and fi nds it chal-
lenging to keep up with her bills. For 
years, Betty cleaned homes to help 
make ends meet. She was very grate-
ful when she realized that she could 
get help at the health department 
through United Way. She said that 
the health department made it so 
easy for her to get new glasses.

Keller said, “I feel like I’m living 
again. I can see so much better to 
do what I enjoy doing like reading, 
embroidery, watch my great grand-
daughter, puzzles and just plain see 
better – so thank you very much!”

Reach Martin Graham at (740) 313-0351 or on 
Twitter @MartiTheNewsGuy

 Steak Lovers
we have a wide variety of 

steaks for every taste!

(740) 335-1468 203 Glenn Ave. • Washington CH
www.TheWillowRestaurant.com
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Tara Bivens, the 2016 Workplace Home-
town Hero, has been a lifelong resident 
of Washington Court House where she is 
employed at Cherry Hill.

Bivens is the daughter of Jack Knisley 
of Canal Winchester and Teresa Knisley of 
Washington Court House. She graduated from 
Washington High School in 1995 and attend-
ed Capital University. She accepted a position 
as a communications deputy with the Fayette 
County Sheriff’s Offi ce in 1999 and met her 
husband, Andy Bivens, who is currently chief 
deputy. They were married in 2007 and are 
the proud parents of Connor and Lauren. Biv-
ens and her family attend The Gathering Place 
church.

She transferred to the Washington Court 
House Police Department in 2007 and after 
four years, decided to stay at home until her 
children were in school full-time. She is cur-
rently employed at Cherry Hill Elementary as 
an educational aide for reading intervention 
grades K-2. Bivens has been known to put her 
heart and soul into everything that she does. 
She always has a positive attitude, a smile 
on her face and is willing to help someone in 
need.

Last year she was approached about taking 
the role of cheerleading advisor for the Wash-
ington Middle School and gladly accepted. 
She jumped at the opportunity to help share 
her love and passion for the sport and to instill 
values such as hard work, dedication, integ-

rity, honesty and kindness with these girls and 
their parents. Bivens did such an amazing job 
with the seventh and eighth grade program 
that she was asked to coach the newly-created 
cheer squad for the city school students in 
grades three though six.

Bivens holds herself to a high standard and 
she brightens the lives of those around her. 
She is dedicated to making our community a 
better place to live and is extremely dedicated 
to her profession in laying the foundation for 
our youth, the future of Fayette County. She 
strives to make this community a great place 
to live and raise a family.

She said, “If I can make a difference in one 
life I encounter, I feel I’ve accomplished my 
goals.”

Bivens and Debbie Bryant, United Way of Fayette County 
President, contributed to this article.

Tara Bivens, a hero in 
the workplace 

Bivens was approached about taking the role of 
cheerleading advisor for the Washington Middle 
School and gladly accepted.

From page 1

United Way
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Submitted article 

Parrett Insurance Agency, Inc., the 
2016 United Way Board of Directors 
Hometown Hero, was founded in 1929 
by Sam Parrett.

The agency was purchased in 1976 by 
current owner, Rowland D. LeMaster. 
The agency has continued to grow into 
a full service insurance agency offering a 
full-line of insurance products to meet all 
of the community’s needs.

Today, the agency employs a staff of 
six professionals offering a wide range 
of knowledge backed by many hours of 
continuing education and years of expe-
rience. As an independent agency, they 
can offer the community a variety of 
choices and a full line of products from 
some of the best rated companies in the 
industry.

The staff said that their primary objec-
tives are: to be honest and fair in all 
their dealings, to help the community 
meet all of the insurance needs and to 
treat the clients’ needs as if they were 
their own.

They are committed to a high standard 
of excellence in all that they do and to 
establish a relationship of mutual trust 
and service with each of their clients.

Their expertise is based on a well-
trained, experienced professional team 
and a serious, conscientious attitude 
towards their clients.

“It’s an honor to be the recipient of The 
United Way Board of Directors Home-
town Hero Award this year,” LeMaster 
said recently. “We’ve always strived to 
support our city, county, schools, organi-
zations and residents of our community.”

At Parrett Insurance Agency, they said 
they pride themselves in working only 
with the best rated insurance companies. 
In this way, they assure their clients that 
they are backed not only by Parrett Insur-
ance, but protected by the best in the 
industry.

Providing the community, their cus-
tomers, with this peace-of-mind is their 
goal.

Parrett Insurance Agency, Inc., contributed this article.

Parrett Insurance named Board of Directors Hero

Martin Graham | Record-Herald photo 
Parrett Insurance Agency, Inc. was named the 2016 United Way Board of Directors Hometown Hero. 
Pictured is Rowland LeMaster, president/owner, Debbie Lentz, Gina Shaw, Sharon Summers and Joanie 
Butler. Missing from the picture is Grace Kearns and Belinda Brown.

Heroes push through the fear. 

HEROES
“Heroes are made by the paths they 
choose, not the powers they are 
graced with.”

Brodi Ashton,
 Everneath
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Mary Dye, the 2016 Adult 
Hometown Hero, a caring nurse 
as well as the certifi ed diabetic 
educator at Fayette County Memo-
rial Hospital, makes a huge differ-
ence in the lives of many people 
daily.

Dye devotes countless hours of 
her free time giving back to dia-
betics and their family members in 
Fayette County and communities 
beyond. She goes above the call of 
duty and also holds the role as the 
director of the Ambulatory Care/
Outpatient Surgery at FCMH.

Dye was born in Greene County 
and moved to Fayette County in 
1985. After raising her three chil-
dren, she fi nally decided what she 
wanted to be “when she grew up” 
and with great courage, went back 
to school at age 38 to become a 
nurse.

As an RN, she has spent her 
entire nursing career at Fayette 
County Memorial Hospital. Dye’s 
expertise and compassion doesn’t 
end there as she is also the certi-
fi ed diabetic educator for the 

hospital. She provides teachings 
for those who have been newly 
diagnosed with diabetes, as well 
as for those that constantly deal 
with the daily struggles of being a 
diabetic.

Dye offers the people of Fayette 
County information, monthly 
classes, and helpful resources that 
may not otherwise be available 
to them. She has made a tremen-
dous impact on her community 
and schools - an impact that goes 
mostly unnoticed unless one has 
been affected by the disease of 
diabetes. However, through the 
compassionate reassurance and 
wealth of information that she 
provides, many times she helps to 
educate and provide comfort.

Not only does Dye play a vital 
role at FCMH, she also plays a 
tremendous role with our local 
schools. She provides multiple 
training sessions every year for 
both Washington Court House 
City Schools and the Miami Trace 
Local School District. As required 
by law, all teachers and staff mem-
bers must learn how to effectively 
monitor school children with dia-

betes.
Dye’s training sessions are spe-

cifi c as she has worked closely 
with classroom teachers and 
administrators, secretaries and 
bus drivers giving information 
about blood sugar readings, how 
to administer insulin by mouth 
and injection, and overall diabetes 
care and management. She has 
spent signifi cant time with the 
food service personnel in both dis-
tricts giving tips and ideas about 
carbohydrate counting and healthy 
exchanges. More importantly, 
she is available and approachable 
at any time to answer questions 
or give encouragement or advice 
when school personnel have spe-
cifi c needs regarding diabetic 
students.

FCMH said that they are so for-
tunate to have Dye as a part of the 
Fayette County Memorial Hospital 
family to care for patients and be 
supportive to those around her as 
well as Fayette County, and said 
they truly believe she is their local 
adult hero.

Dye and Debbie Bryant, United Way of Fayette 
County President, contributed to this article.

Mary Dye named Adult Hero

Courtesy photoMary Dye

HEROES
Heroes are never perfect, but they’re brave, 
they’re authentic, they’re courageous, 
determined, discreet, and they’ve got grit. 

Wade Davis

 Heroes are ordinary.
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Kay Oughterson, the 2016 Lifetime 
Achievement Hometown Hero, is a 
woman with a zeal for life, a caring heart 
and an active faith, which has enabled 
her to give so selfl essly to others.

After working for 32 years at Miami 
Trace High School as an English teacher, 
Kay joined the staff at Carnegie Public 
Library 15 years ago and continues 
to make contributions to the children 
of Fayette County. Kay is a life-long 
member of the New Holland United 
Methodist Church and a member of 
United Methodist Women. As a certifi ed 
“Lay Speaker” for the United Methodist 
Church, she conducts church services 
when pastors are on vacation.

Each year, she organizes and conducts 
the Easter Sunrise Service and presents 
the Christmas and the Mother’s Day pro-
grams for a local church. Her attributes 
are many, but her commitment to her 
church and to organizations in her com-
munity are truly noteworthy. Kay is fre-
quently called upon to deliver sermons in 
congregations throughout the county and 
asked to provide inspirational programs 
to many civic organizations.

As a gifted writer and speaker, she has 
the rare ability to not only inform and 
inspire, but to entertain audiences as 
well. When called upon to assist, Kay is 
always available, whether it’s to emcee 
a program, deliver a eulogy, or organize 
an event. She has served or is currently 
serving in numerous community orga-
nizations, including two terms on the 
board of the Fayette County Red Cross 
and she was an emcee for the Red Cross 
Hometown Heroes’ awards breakfast for 
two years.

Currently, she is serving her second 
fi ve-year term on the Fayette Metro-
politan Housing Authority board. As 
a volunteer for Fayette County United 
Way Make-A-Difference Day, she read to 

fi rst graders at Miami Trace Elementary 
School, the school where she also volun-
teered as a teacher’s aide for three years. 
A long-time member of the Washington 
Kiwanis Club, she is chairman of the 
community services committee.

Since her retirement, she has served 
not only as club president but also Lieu-
tenant Governor of Kiwanis Division 
10-W of the Ohio District, a job which 
required overseeing 11 clubs. Her other 
memberships include: The Order of the 
Eastern Star (served as State Offi cer 
Grand Esther); Daughters of the Ameri-
can Revolution; Fayette County Histori-
cal Society; and Fayette County Hospice. 
As a member of Alpha Delta Chapter of 
Delta Kappa Gamma Society Interna-
tional (a professional teachers’ sorority), 
she has served on numerous committees 
and currently acts as library liaison of 
the DKG book club.

Above all, Kay is fi lled with extraor-
dinary energy and enthusiasm. People 
immediately respond to her magnetic 
personality, and her great wit and humor 
have made her a home-town favorite.

Oughterson and Debbie Bryant, United Way of Fayette 
County President, contributed to this article.

Oughterson’s lifetime of achievement

Currently, she is serving her second 
five-year term on the Fayette 
Metropolitan Housing Authority board.

HEROES
“We do not have to become heroes 
overnight. Just a step at a time, 
meeting each thing that comes up…
discovering we have the strength to 
stare it down.” 

 Eleanor Roosevelt

    Heroes fight for others.

HEROES
“Those who say that we’re in a time 
when there are no heroes, they just 
don’t know where to look.” 

 Ronald Reagan
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www.fayetteveterinaryhospital.com
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After working for 32 years at Miami Trace High School as an 
English teacher, Kay joined the staff at Carnegie Public Library 
15 years ago and continues to make contributions to the children 
of Fayette County.

Kay Oughterson, the Lifetime Achievement Hometown Hero, is a woman with a zeal 
for life, a caring heart and an active faith, which has enabled her to give so selflessly 
to others.

HEROES
“Promise me you’ll always remember: 
You’re braver than you believe, and 
stronger than you seem, and smarter 
than you think.”  

    Christopher Robin to
  Winnie the Pooh

Each year, she organizes and conducts the Easter Sunrise Service 
and presents the Christmas and the Mother’s Day programs for 
a local church.

Kay is a life-long member of the New Holland United Methodist 
Church and a member of United Methodist Women.

As a gifted writer and speaker, she has the rare ability to not only 
inform and inspire, but to entertain audiences as well.

 Heroes are unexpected. 

HEROES
“I think a hero is really any person 
intent on making this a better place 
for all people.” 

 Maya Angelou
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Jeff Conroy, the 2016 Education Home-
town Hero, just entered his 37th year in 
education with this being his 27th year 
at Miami Trace Local Schools.

Conroy began his teaching and coach-
ing career at Trimble Local in Athens 
County. After Trimble, he was a teacher 
and assistant coach at Waverly City. In 
1986, Conroy became a head football 
coach at Oak Hill Union Local in Jackson 
County and then in 1990, Conroy and his 
family relocated to Fayette County where 
he was named the head football coach, 
physical education and health teacher at 
the Miami Trace High School.

In Conroy’s sixth year at Miami Trace, 
he became the building principal at 
Eber Elementary. After nine years at 
Eber, Conroy became the principal at 
Jeffersonville and following two years at 
Jeffersonville, he returned to the high 
school as the assistant principal. During 
those 12 years he was both the head foot-

ball coach and a building admin-
istrator. Upon leaving coaching, 
Conroy then accepted the offer to 
be the principal at Miami Trace 
Middle School (MTMS). At that 
time all sixth graders were added 
to the current junior high facility 
in Bloomingburg. Conroy was part 
of the new middle school building 
project.

He said he is very proud of 
the fact Miami Trace Middle School 
and staff were deemed “Excellent with 
Distinction” and MTMS was named a 
SOAR building for high academic prog-
ress by Batelle for two consecutive years. 
He also has had the opportunity to work 
beside educators that were recognized 
state-wide as outstanding in their profes-
sion. Conroy attributes his success to 
building strong interpersonal relation-
ships with his staff and assisting them in 
attaining their fullest potential as educa-
tors. He feels that the skills required to 
be successful as an administrator and 

coach are very similar; you put 
personnel where their strengths lie 
and it’s all about building a strong 
team.

Conroy has taught, coached and 
been an administrator at all levels 
and truly has a passion for work-
ing with youth of all ages. Conroy 
enjoys being part of the Miami 
Trace Local School District and 
the Fayette County community. 

The district has afforded him numerous 
opportunities to grow professionally and 
he said he is very thankful for being part 
of the school district.

Conroy’s two children, Kyle and Brock, 
were both graduates of Miami Trace. His 
wife was both an educator and adminis-
trator for Miami Trace before becoming 
an administrator for Southern Ohio 
Educational Service Center. Conroy 
continues to give back to the community 
through his work with youth football and 
attendance of numerous district func-
tions. He is the proud grandparent of 

Bentley and Baylor Barnum and Baby 
Barnum number three will join the fam-
ily in December.

Recently Conroy was notifi ed he will 
be inducted in 2017 into the Ohio High 
School Football Coaches Association 
Hall of Fame. Conroy graduated from 
Jackson High School, did his undergrad-
uate work at Ohio University, obtained 
his master’s degree from the University 
of Dayton and received his administra-
tive licensure from Wright State.

Conroy and Debbie Bryant, United Way of Fayette County 
President, contributed to this article.

www.WCRhx.com

Call WCR Toll-Free
1-800-421-4927

Producing heat exchangers parts in fayette County for 20 years
INCORPORATED

Proudly supporting the Fayette County Fair
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Conroy has had distinguished educational career

Jeff Conroy
Coach  for 
Miami Trace

HEROES
A hero is an ordinary individual who 
� nds the strength to persevere and 
endure in spite of overwhelming 
obstacles    

Christopher Reeve       

HEROES
As we express our gratitude, we must never forget that the highest appreciation is not to utter words, but to live by them. 

John F. Kennedy

    Heroes become heroes through adversity. 


