
S1

Going back to school 
in Fayette County

A Supplement to the

August 18, 2016



Back to School Record Herald2    August 18, 2016

S2

By Matthew McCorkle
Washington City Schools 

Superintendent

Preparing new 
outfits, shopping 
for supplies, and 
coordinating sched-
ules can mean only 
one thing: school 
is right around the 
corner. Teachers 
and administrators 
of Washington City 
Schools have been preparing all summer long 
for many new and exciting programs throughout 
our district.

Cherry Hill will be incorporating a new read-
ing program, the Middle School has been work-
ing on a program designed to address the highly 
effective habits of teens through a Character 
Counts program, and the High School will be 
offering new honors courses in English, grades 
9-12. Our district has also been working with 
our Math curriculum to focus on the essential 
skills and sequence our students will need to 
grow and achieve.

Our district will again utilize the All-Call 
system as a means to efficiently communicate 
important information. Please log on to the 
Washington City Schools web page and check 
out the latest information, school announce-
ments, and many helpful resources for students 
and parents. Parents should become familiar 
with Progress Book as this website will keep 
you informed of your child’s progress in their 
classes and is one of the best ways to commu-
nicate with their teachers. Every teacher in our 
district has an e-mail account and this is also a 
great way to communicate any questions or con-
cerns you may have.

We at Washington City Schools appreciate the 
opportunity to work with all our parents and are 
blessed to have the opportunity to teach every 
student that walks through our doors.

Whether you’re sending your child to Kin-
dergarten or sending our former graduates off 
to college, this is the best time of year, as we 
set off on new adventures, seek to achieve new 
goals, and begin a new and exciting school year.

School is right 
around the corner

Stevens puts the students in control
By Martin Graham
mgraham@civitasmedia.com

One Washington City Schools teacher recently 
secured donor funding to bring a unique teaching 
experience to her fifth grade Belle Aire classroom.

Paige Stevens, a language arts and science teacher, 
began her career at Belle Aire Intermediate School 
for the 2015-16 school year. After an overwhelming 
first year, with help from colleagues and mentors she 
said she made it through and really enjoyed her time 
in the classroom. This led her to find the website 
donorschoose.org as a way of funding her classroom 
with new supplies.

“The first year went really well,” Stevens said. “It 
was more stressful than what I was expecting and 
all of my mentors in college and all of the teachers I 
talked with said, ‘Once you get through October it 
will be a lot better.’ Well by the time I got through 
October, I had learned how to manage my classroom 
better and plan things better. After that it was kind of 
smooth sailing.”

Donorschoose.org, according to its site, was 
founded in 2000 by Charles Best, a teacher at a 
Bronx public high school. Best wanted his students 
to read Little House on the Prairie and as he was 
making photocopies of the one book he could pro-
cure, Charles thought about all the money he and 
his colleagues were spending on books, art supplies, 
and other materials. Best figured there were people 
out there who would want to help, if they could see 
where their money was going. He sketched out a 
website where teachers could post classroom project 
requests, and donors could choose the ones they 
wanted to support. His colleagues posted the first 11 
requests and then it spread. Today, the site is open to 
every public school in America.

“The site is donorschoose.org, which is similar 
to GoFundMe.com,” Stevens said. “This website is 
just for teachers and it is different than GoFundMe.
com, because, let’s say, I need 20 clipboards for my 
classroom. The site will show you 10 to 15 sites for 
you to shop from and you apply on the site for the 
money you need. Then you have a deadline and if the 
deadline is met, then the money will go through and 
purchase the items I needed. This allows people to 
fund what projects instead of just sending the money 
to me and not being able to see what it was used for. 
My project was funded within a week and I was flab-
bergasted, I had not even considered that I was going 
to be funded.”

Stevens was seeking these funds for “flexible seat-
ing” in her classroom. This seating, according to 
Stevens, is a way of allowing students the option of 
where to work so they can find out how they best 
work. She said she has students who just cannot sit 

at a desk for the time it takes to teach a class and this 
is a way for those students to discover how they learn 
the best. The money she applied for was used to buy 
yoga balls, yoga mats, bouncy chairs, stools, music 
stands for students who need to stand while they 
work, and a few desks.

“People who are not familiar with flexible seating 
wonder how does it work?” Stevens said. “What peo-
ple really need to understand is I truly believe that 
if the students are given an option in the classroom 
they will work harder, they will want to please the 
teacher, and they will focus.”

Stevens said that she got the idea from following 
other teachers on her professional Instagram try-
ing out flexible seating. She has been able to watch 
updates on a day-to-day basis from teachers all over 
the U.S. and believes it will help her students.

“I want to thank the donors and the people who 
shared and supported me,” Stevens said. “They are 
the reason I got funded. I am trying to do what I 
think is best for the students. The staff here has 
been overwhelmingly supportive. They offer advice, 
resources and I couldn’t ask for a better team.”

Reach Martin Graham at (740) 313-0351 or on Twitter @
MartiTheNewsGuy

Courtesy photo
Paige Stevens
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WaShinGton City 
SChoolS 2016-17 
aCadeMiC Calendar

The Washington City Schools released the 
following academic calendar for the 2016-17 
school year:
aUGUSt

Aug. 15 - Teacher In-Service
Aug. 16 - Teacher Meetings
Aug. 17 - First Day of Classes

SePteMBer
Sept. 5 - Labor Day No School
Sept. 23 - Waiver Day - No School for Stu-

dents
oCtoBer

Oct. 20 - End of first Nine Weeks (46 
Days)

Oct. 21 - Staff Professional Development 
Day
noVeMBer

Nov. 11 - Waiver Day - No School for stu-
dents

Nov. 23 - Thanksgiving Break No School
Nov. 24 - Thanksgiving Break No School
Nov. 25 - Thanksgiving Break No School
Nov. 28 - Classes Resume

deCeMBer
Dec. 21 - End of 2nd Nine Weeks (40 

Days)
Dec. 22-31 - Winter Break- No School

JanUary
Jan. 2-3 - Winter Break
Jan. 4 - Teacher Work Day
Jan. 5 - Classes Resume
Jan. 16 - Martin Luther King Day - No 

School
FeBrUary

Feb. 10 - Waiver Day-No School for stu-
dents

Feb. 20 - Presidents’ Day- No School
MarCh

March 17 - End of 3rd Nine Weeks (50 
days)

March 20-24 - Spring Recess
aPril

April 14 - Good Friday- No School
April 17 - Easter Holiday -No School

May
May 24 - End of 4th Nine Weeks (42 Days)
May 25 - Waiver Day-No School for stu-

dents
May 26 - Teacher Work Day
May 28 - Graduation
Make-up days: March 20, 21, 22, 23 and 

May 26. Parent-Teacher Conference make-up 
days are Nov. 23 and April 14. Waiver days 
are pending.

WCH Back to School supply lists
Washington City Schools released 

the following school supply lists for 
the 2016-2017 school year.
KinderGarten

The kindergarten teachers have 
compiled a list of extra supplies chil-
dren will need to bring with them 
on the first day of school, along with 
their book bag. Please purchase 
the items, brand and count, as they 
want all students to have the same 
supplies.

School supplies: one book bag (no 
wheels), one pack of EXPO brand 
fine tip dry erase markers (please 
buy EXPO brand because others do 
not erase), one box of tissues, one 
Clorox/Lysol wipes, boys should 
bring one container of baby wipes 
and one package of white paper 
plates (no styrofoam please) and 
girls should bring one roll of paper 
towels and one package of small 
white paper plates (no styrofoam 
please).

FirSt Grade
The first grade teachers have com-

piled a list of extra supplies children 
will need to bring with them on 
the first day of school, along with 
their book bag. Please purchase 
the items, brand and count, as they 
want all students to have the same 
supplies.

Supply list: Two boxes of 24 count 
crayola crayons, eight count fine 
“skinny” markers, book bag (no 
wheels), kids sharp point Fiskars, 
two Pearl pink erasers, small supply 
box (eight-and-a-half by five-and-a-
half) one four ounce Elmer’s Glue, 
four Elmer’s glue sticks, 24 yellow 
#2 Ticonderoga Pencils (please buy 
this brand as other pencils do not 
sharpen well and the lead frequently 
breaks), two Clorox wipes, two 
boxes of tissues, a $20 supply fee, 
two four packs of EXPO dry erase 
markers (one pack of thin and one 
of thick markers), girls should bring 
a roll of paper towels and sandwich, 

snack or gallon Ziploc bags, and 
boys should bring one container of 
baby wipes and one 12 ounce bottle 
of hand sanitizer.

SeCond Grade
The second grade teachers have 

compiled a list of extra supplies chil-
dren will need to bring with them 
on the first day of school, along with 
their book bag. Please purchase 
the items, brand and count, as they 
want all students to have the same 
supplies.

Supply list: two 24 count Crayola 
Crayons, one Crayola thick mark-
ers, 48 yellow #2 Ticonderoga 
pencils, Fiskers five inch or seven 
inch Fiskers (please make sure the 
scissors fit the child’s fingers), one 
small pack of Pearl pink erasers, 
supply box (eight inches long), one 
four ounce Elmer’s glue, two large 
Elmer’s glue sticks, three 70-page 
spiral notebooks (wide-ruled), one 
clean sock to use as an eraser, one 
package of EXPO thick point dry 
erase markers, one white one-inch 
three ring binder, one large box 
of tissues, one package of Clorox 
wipes, one composition notebook 
(wide ruled), $20 supply fee (due 
to teacher when school begins, boys 
should bring one large roll of paper 
towels and one large hand sanitizer, 
and girls should bring gallon and 
quart size freezer bags.

third Grade 
Supply list: Four large glue sticks, 

pointed seven inch scissors, two 
bottles of Elmer’s glue, thin mark-
ers (ten count), thick markers (ten 
count), two packs of 24 count cray-
ons, one box of 12 count colored 
pencils, one package of white index 
cards, three composition notebooks, 
eight dry erase markers, two dry 
erase erasers, ten red pens, 72 pen-
cils (Dixon/American Gold), 25 cap 
erasers, four bottles of Clorox wipes, 
two rolls of paper towels, two boxes 

of Kleenex, snack baggies and girls 
should bring gallon baggies while 
boys should bring quart baggies. 
There will be a supply fee of $6.50 
to purchase a vinyl ten-pocket folder 
to use at school, a vinyl two-pocket 
homework folder and a supply box.

FoUrth Grade:
Supply list: 24 count crayons, 12 

count colored pencils, thick mark-
ers, four dry erase markers, pointed 
scissors, 24 #2 pencils (no mechani-
cal pencils), two large erasers, ten 
blue pens, one bottle of glue, two 
glue sticks, $2 art fee for box, two 
packages of wide-ruled notebook 
paper, two one-subject spiral note-
books, one white three-ring binder 
with clear cover, one black three-
ring binder with clear cover, one 
package of eight tab dividers, one 
orange two-pocket poly folder with 
prongs, one fabric pencil pouch with 
three holes, one box of Kleenex, one 
or two rolls of paper towels, one or 
two containers of disinfectant wipes 
and Ziploc bags (gallon for boys, 
quart/snack for girls).

FiFth Grade
Supply list: Four composition 

books (bound), four packages of 
#2 pencils (12 pack), one package 
of red or blue ink pens, 24 count 
Crayola Crayons, two ultra fine 
black Sharpie Markers, point seven 
inch scissors, one package of wide 
rule loose notebook paper, Elmer’s 
Glue (one bottle), three-ring pen-
cil pouch, zuppered fabric binder 
(trapper keeper), one package of 
eight subject dividers (three holes 
and tabs), one roll of paper towels, 
Clorox or Lysol wipes, boys should 
brink quart baggies and girls should 
bring gallon baggies, one package of 
four EXPO dry erase markers, Cray-
ola colored pencils (12 count), Cray-
ola Markers (eight or ten count), 
four pocket folders with holes, eight 

See WCH SUPPLy | 4
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Make Reading a Family Tradition

Carnegie Public Library
Serving all of Fayette County

Washington C.H.
127 S. North St.

Mon. – Fri. 10 am - 6 pm
Sat. 10 am - 2 pm

Jeffersonville Library
8 N. Main Street

Mon. – Thurs. 10 am - 6 pm
40903544
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large glue sticks (will be used a lot for 
journals daily), one package of three 
by five white lined index cards and 
one white one-and-a-half inch three-
ring binder with clear plastic front.

SiXth Grade
Social Studies: One-inch three-ring 

binder, loose leaf notebook paper and 
eight-subject dividers.

Science: One-and-a-half inch three-
ring binder, loose leaf notebook paper 
and eight subject dividers.

Language Arts: One-and-a-half inch 
three-ring binder, loose leaf notebook 
paper, eight subject dividers, spiral 
notebook with holes and one zippered 
pencil pouch with three holes.

Math: Graph paper notebook, 
durable pocket folder, calculator (pref-
erably scientific) and a one-and-a-half 
inch three-ring binder (not D rings).

General music: One-and-a-half inch 
three-ring binder, loose leaf notebook 
paper and three subject dividers.

Art: Colored pencils, pencils, pen-
cil sharpener, glue (liquid or stick) 
art box or bag, markers, eraser and 
scissors. Art supplies will be kept in 
the art room during the semester the 
child has art.

Items used in all classes: Pencils, 
pens, highlighters, colored pencils, 
large glue sticks, scissors and a pencil 
pouch. Additionally, three boxes of 
tissues and one roll of paper towels 
will be collected for classroom use.

Next year students will have a 
locker that is 12 inches by 12 inches 
by 34 inches to store items in. Please 
be aware of this as supplies are pur-
chased to ensure the child will be able 
to fit items in their locker. Book bags 
are able to be carried to and from 
school, but are not permitted to be 
carried from room to room through-
out the day.

SeVenth Grade
First period only: Two boxes of tis-

sues, boys should bring one roll of 

paper towels and girls should bring 
one bottle of hand sanitizer.

For all class (place these supplies in 
a supply box/pouch and bring to all of 
the students classes): Pack of colored 
pencils, highlighters, pencils, assorted 
pens and dry erase markers.

Math: Graph notebook, graph filler 
paper and a durable pocket folder. 
Place these supplies in a Ziploc Bag-
gie with the child’s name on it (will 
be kept in classroom for use): Pencils, 
erasers, dry erase markers, highlight-
ers, assorted pens, post-it notes and a 
glue stick.

Language Arts: One inch three-ring 
binder, five dividers, ear buds ($1 at 
Dollar Tree) and two composition 
books.

Social Studies and Science: One-
and-a-half inch binder and one divid-
er, to be shared)

Choir: Folder with prongs and pock-
ets.

General Music: half-an-inch binder 
and dividers.

Art: Colored pencils, marker, pen-
cils, pencil sharpener, scissors, glue 
(liquid or stick) and an art box or 
bag.

eiGhth Grade
LANGUAGE ARTS: One-inch three-

ring hardback binder (needs to stand 
on bookshelves), five dividers (for 
binder), loose leaf lined paper for 
binder, pencils, erasers, red pen and a 
highlighter

MATH: Loose leaf lined notebook 
paper, one three-ring binder (at least 
one inch in depth), four section divid-
ers (for three-ring binder), one large 
eraser, pencils and highlighters (three 
colors).

SCIENCE: Loose leaf lined note-
book paper, one three-ring binder 
(at least 1 inch in depth), one or two 
highlighters, five section dividers (for 
three-ring binder) and pencils/pens

SOCIAL STUDIES: Loose leaf lined 
notebook paper, one two-pocket folder 
(no three-ring), pencils and one jour-
nal.

A list of art supplies can be 
found at www.youtube.com/
watch?v=uXQEBfH5pLQ.

From page 3

WCh Supply MiaMi traCe loCal SChoolS 2016-17 aCadeMiC Calendar
The Miami Trace Local Schools 

released the following academic calen-
dar for the 2016-17 school year:
aUGUSt

Professional Day - 18
Staff Work Day - 19
First Day for Students - 22

SePteMBer
No School, Staff Professional Day - 2
No School, Labor Day - 5

oCtoBer
Two Hour Delay, Staff Professional 

Day - 5
No School, COTA Day - 21

noVeMBer
Two Hour Delay, Staff Professional 

Day - 2
No School, Thanksgiving Break - 

23-25
No School, Staff Professional Day - 

28

deCeMBer
Two Hour Delay, Staff Professional 

Day - 7
No School, Christmas Break 19-30

JanUary
Two Hour Delay, Staff Professional 

Day - 11
No School, MLK Jr. Day - 16

FeBrUary
Two Hour Delay, Staff Professional 

Day - 1
No School, Presidents’ Day - 20

MarCh
Two Hour Delay, Staff Professional 

Day - 1
NO SCHOOL - 17

aPril
No School, Spring Break - 13-17
No School, Staff Professional Day - 

18

May
Last Day for Students - 25
Staff Work Day - 26
Graduation - 28
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At Laurel Oaks, you can be who 
you were meant to be.

Be creative.
Repair, paint and customize automobiles in Automotive 
Collision Technology.

Be constructive.
Build homes using a wide range of construction skills 
through Construction Technologies or Masonry.

Be caring.
Share your love of horses in Equine Science and 
Management.

(Interested in something else?  Check out all our 
programs at www.greatoaks.com/hs)

Be successful.
40902688
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Welcome back to Miami Trace
By david lewis
Miami Trace Superintendent

As summer is winding down, we 
are gearing up for another great year 
at Miami Trace. The maintenance and 
custodial staff have worked extremely 
hard this summer and the campus and 
buildings are looking great. Staffing 
is being finalized and the entire team 
is putting the finishing touches on 
plans for the 2016-2017 school year. 
We anxiously await the arrival of stu-
dents on August 22.

There are many wonderful things 
happening within our district. Plans 
for the new high school are being 
finalized, and we are currently plan-
ning our ground breaking ceremony, 
which is scheduled for September 
1st at 10 a.m. We would love to see 
you there! Our new tennis courts 
are being completed, and work has 

begun on new baseball dugouts and a 
concessions and restroom facility for 
both baseball and softball. Over the 
next three years, our entire campus 
will be impacted by construction. 
We ask for your patience during this 
process and to remember that the fin-
ished product will be one of the finest 
district campuses in the state of Ohio.

As students return to class, they 
will be exposed to some minor chang-
es that will have a positive impact on 
their learning and achievement. At 
the high school, all Algebra I classes 
will be blocked to provide more time 
for daily instruction, a select group 
of freshmen students will pilot a con-
nections course which integrates the 
English and Social Studies curricu-
lum, and a 21st century classroom 
will be piloted to assist our staff and 
students in transitioning to our new 
high school which will open in Janu-

ary of 2019.
At the middle school, select eighth 

grade students will be exposed to 
a course about French culture, and 
study halls are being eliminated to 
provide more time for daily interven-
tion and enrichment. At the elementa-
ry school we celebrate the comeback 
of the DARE program for our 5th 
graders, and institute a standards-
based report card for all students in 
grades K-2. As a district, we continue 
to transition to Google Apps For 
Education (GAFE), and have received 
positive reviews on our transition to 
InfoSnap, our online student registra-
tion portal.

As you can see, we have a lot to 
be proud of here at Miami Trace and 
continue to make positive strides 
to get better. None of this would be 
possible without the great team that 
has been assembled to work with 

our students and community. If you 
would like more information about 
our district, please visit our revamped 
website, or follow us on Facebook 
or Twitter. If you have any questions 
or concerns, please feel free to stop 
by or contact us. We look forward to 
another great year at Miami Trace. 
Go Panthers!

Courtesy photo
david lewis - Miami trace Superintendent

MiaMi traCe Middle SChool SUPPly liSt
Individual teachers may request other 

items

Sixth Grade
- #2 Pencils (50)
- Erasers (two)
- Loose Leaf Paper (500 sheets)
- Red Ink Pen (one)
- Blue Ink Pen (1)
- yellow Highlighter (2)
- Two Inch Binders, Three Ring (four)
- Notebook Dividers with Tabs (24)
- Colored Pencils
- Facial Tissues
- Paper Towels

Seventh Grade
- Loose Leaf Paper (four packs of 500 

sheets)
- Ink Pens/Red and Blue (one pack 

each)
- Highlighters (one package)
- Two Inch Binder, Language Arts 

(one)
- One-and-a-half Inch Binder, Math, 

Science, Social Studies (three)
- Notebook Dividers (one package of 

five)
- Colored Pencils (one box)
- #2 Pencils (50)
- Pencil Pouch
- Scissors
- Scotch Tape
- Five Subject Notebook
- One Inch Binder

eighth Grade
- #2 Pencils (50)
- Erasers (two)
- Loose Leaf Paper (four packs of 500 

sheets)
- Red Ink Pen (one pen)
- Blue Ink Pen (one pen)
- yellow Highlighter (one marker)
- One-and-a-half Inch Binder (three)
- Flash Drive
- Composition Notebook (not spiral)
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40905887

The dawn of a new school year is an exciting time.
Kids may not want to say goodbye to days spent 

lounging by the pool, but such disappointment is often 
tempered by the prospect of returning to school

with friends and all the new adventures
that await them!

Help your child get excited about the new school year 
with all the latest supplies and apparel, provided by your 

favorite local businesses.

40905889

Discover Mindful Living 
Techniques

Great for Teachers, Parents, and 
Students: Improve Focus, 

Mental Clarity and Attention; 
Reduce Anxiety and Stress. 
Call today to schedule your 

appointment or register for a class!

Shannon Jacobs, MMI
Practical Wellness, LLC

118 W Court St
Washington CH, OH 43160

740-572-0629
shannon@practical-wellness.com

www.practical-wellness.com
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MiaMi traCe eleMentary SUPPly liSt
Kindergarten

1 pair pointed scissors
6 boxes-24 count Crayola crayons
12 jumbo glue sticks
1 standard size school box
4 pink block erasers
1 pkg. black Expo brand dry erase 

markers
1 box of Crayola 10 classic markers
2 boxes of tissues
1 roll of paper towels
Last Name A-M baby wipes
Last Name N-Z Clorox wipes
Girls: 1 box gallon size zip lock bags
Boys: 1 box quart size zip lock bags
Headphones for computer use

First Grade
2 lg. pkgs. yellow number 2 pencils
1 pair pointed scissors
4 boxes-24 count Crayola crayons
4 jumbo glue sticks
2 boxes tissues
1 standard size school box
4 pink block erasers
1 solid color plastic pocket folder
1 pkg. 4 Expo brand dry erase markers
4 highlighters
Boys: 1 roll paper towels, 1 box gallon 

size bags
Girls: 1 container Clorox wipes, 1box 

quart size
bags
Headphones for computer use
No Trapper Keepers or binders

Second Grade
4 lg. pkgs. yellow number 2 pencils
1 pair pointed scissors
2 boxes-24 count Crayola crayons
4 jumbo glue sticks
2 pink block erasers
2 boxes tissues
1 pkg. Expo brand dry erase markers
1 standard size school box
Girls: 1 container Clorox wipes
Boys: 1 box quart zip lock bags
Headphones for computer use
No Trapper Keepers or binders

third Grade
3 Lg. pkgs. yellow number 2 pencils
1 pair pointed scissors

1 box-24 count Crayola crayons
1 pkg. glue sticks
2 wide ruled spiral bound one subject 

notebooks
2 block erasers
2 pkg. pencil top erasers
1 pencil box
4 pronged pocket folders
2 pkg. Expo brand dry erase markers
2 boxes tissues
1 pkg. 100 count wide ruled loose leaf 

notebook
paper
Headphones for computer use

Fourth Grade
4 lg. pkgs. yellow number 1 pencils
1 pair pointed scissors
1 box-24 count Crayola crayons
4 glue sticks
2 pkgs 100 count wide ruled loose leaf 

notebook
paper
2 wide ruled spiral bound one subject 

notebooks
1 pkg dry erase markers
2 box of tissues
1 zippered pencil pouch
2 – 2 pocket folders
Girls: 1 roll paper towels
Boys: 1 container Clorox wipes
Headphones for computer use

Fifth Grade
2 lg. pkgs. number 2 pencils
1 box-24 count Crayola crayons
1 jumbo glue stick
1 pair scissors
2-100 count wide ruled loose leaf note-

book paper
1 wide ruled spiral bound one subject 

notebook
1 lg. eraser or pencil top erasers
3 composition notebook
1 highlighter
1 ½ inch three ring binder
1 pkg. tab dividers
3-3 prong 2 pocket folders
1 pencil pouch
1 pkg.Expo markers
Boys: 1 box of tissue Girls:1 container 

Clorox wipes
Headphones for computer use
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By ryan Carter
ryancarter@civitasmedia.com

Although the attention of school 
officials, administrators and staff is 
fixed firmly on the 2016-17 academic 
year, it’s also exciting for the Miami 
Trace community to look to the 
future - specifically January of 2019.

Because if everything goes accord-
ing to plan, a new high school will 
be standing and the district’s vision 
for a centralized campus with all new 
school buildings will be complete. In 
fact, Miami Trace is calling this new 
high school project “the final piece of 
the puzzle.”

A 3.9-mill, 37-year bond issue 
was passed by the taxpayers at the 
May 2015 special election, setting 
in motion the plans to replace the 
current high school with a new state-
of-the-art facility. The new structure 
will be located on a nearly 60-acre 
piece of farmland to the east of the 
football stadium.

The new high school is on track 
to be approximately 160,000 square 
feet. In comparison, the Miami Trace 
Elementary School is 141,000 square 
feet, the middle school is 91,000 
square feet, and the current high 
school (which opened in 1962) is 
approximately 127,000 square feet.

“We’ve just wrapped up the design 
development phase for the building, 
which is the second of three phases,” 
said Bill Franke, the district’s busi-
ness manager. “They are currently 
working on the estimating process 
and at the end of each phase, the 
building gets more and more specific. 
As the building gets more and more 
defined, the estimates should get 

more and more precise so that there 
aren’t any surprises at the end.”

Residents will see dirt being moved 
by late September.

“This will involve preparing the 
building pad, putting in the base 
course for the parking lots, util-
ity lines, sewer lines, underground 
electrical conduit, things like that,” 
said Franke. “So they’ll be doing that 
hopefully from late September until 
winter stops them, around the first 
of December or thereabout. The goal 
is that we’ll have everything ready 
for bricks and sticks as soon as the 
weather breaks in the spring.”

To celebrate the beginning of this 
process, a special groundbreak-
ing ceremony will be held Sept. 1 
behind the new tennis courts at 300 
Bloomingburg-New Holland Road. 
The entire community is invited to 
the festivities, which are scheduled to 
begin at 10 a.m. Parking will be avail-
able in the east section of the high 
school parking lot.

“We’re going to have the entire dis-
trict - all staff and students - attend,” 
said Miami Trace Superintendent 
David Lewis. “It will be a very nice 
ceremony and it will be neat for 
everyone to experience it. We’re 
going to have two students from 
each grade level turn dirt in order to 
have as many students as possible 
involved. It’s going to be a good day.”

If the building opens as anticipated 
in January 2019, current Miami Trace 
sophomores will graduate at the new 
high school.

“It’s very exciting to think about,” 
said Lewis. “Within a couple of 
weeks, we’ll be able to start showing 
renderings of the building to the pub-
lic. We want the whole community to 
be a part of this process.”

Reach Ryan Carter at 740-313-0352 or on Twitter @

rywica.

Washington Court House
134 East Court Street

740.335.3771
Wishing you a 

wonderful school year!
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Understanding the purpose 
of Christian education
By larry Fitch
Fayette Christian School Principal

At the heart of Christian educa-
tion is the understanding that “the 
fear of the Lord is the beginning 
of wisdom.” He is the Sovereign 
Lord of History, the Author and 
Revealer of Truth, the Creator, 

and Sustainer of life. 
Without Christ pre-
eminent in all things, 
life is meaningless 
and education is 
misdirected. Chris-
tian education is 
based on God’s Word 
because the God 
of the Bible is the 
basis for understand-

ing all subjects. We understand 
the sciences more completely by 
recognizing they are a tool for 
describing God’s handiwork in cre-
ation. We appreciate math for its 
ability to define and describe the 
countless processes that take place 
as the Lord God directs and sus-
tains our world with His sovereign 
hand. We see history as ultimately 
ordered by God’s plan of salvation 
and affected by man’s sinful nature. 
By examining every subject in the 
light of God’s Word, students learn 
to formulate their own Christian 
worldview.

Christian parents are respon-
sible for training their children. 
The parent is the God-appointed 
leader and teacher of their child. 
The overwhelming task of rais-
ing a child is in the hands of the 
parents. The education of children 
is a 24-hours-a-day, 7-days-a-week 
process that must take place 
from birth through maturity. As 
parents, we ensure a healthy diet 
and exercise for their physical 
well-being, but what we feed their 
minds and souls also has immense 
consequences. But teach them 
what? Let’s first answer: “What or 
who is the most important thing 

or person for the child to know?” 
The answer is, “God is the most 
important person for a child to 
know.” The goal of Christian par-
ents is for their child to know God 
in a personal way and to know all 
about God. Nothing could be more 
important.

Christian education provides 
training for young minds to make 
wise choices in their lives. Chris-
tian education prepares a child to 
understand the Bible, to know how 
to defend the faith, and share the 
gospel and disciple others. It also 
provides a Scriptural perspective 
so students can understand and 
analyze the world through the lens 
of God’s Word, the ultimate Truth. 
The education of children must be 
based on God’s Word as absolute 
truth. Matthew 24:35: “Heaven 
and earth will pass away, but my 
words will never pass away.” Psalm 
119:89: “your word, O LORD, is 
eternal; it stands firm in the heav-
ens.” The Christian school brings 
the Word of God to every situation 
in the lives of the children. The 
Christian school is able to apply 
the Word of God to every instance 
of sinful thought or action, and by 
God’s grace, renew the mind of the 
child.

Besides the obvious benefits—
academic excellence, nurturing 
environment, Christ-centered 
environment—there is one encom-
passing reason to choose Christian 
education: to gain the mind of 
Christ—and in so doing, to love 
the Lord God with all of their 
heart, soul and might (Deuter-
onomy 6:5-7). When we train our 
children’s minds, we affect how 
they think and thus how they live. 
Our hope and prayer is that our 
children will grow in the love of 
the Lord and will gain the mind 
of Christ. In so doing, they will be 
equipped for works of service in 
God’s kingdom. Christian educa-
tion is an eternal investment!

Fitch

Fayette ChriStian SChool 2016-17 Calendar
The Fayette Christian School released the 

following schedule for the 2016-17 school 
year:

aUGUSt 2016
Aug. 17-19 - Teacher In-Service
Aug. 18 - 7-12 orientation at 7 p.m.
Aug. 19 - K5 through 6 orientation at 7 

p.m.
Aug. 22 - First Day of Classes K5 through 

12, and pre-School (K3& K4) orientation at 
7 p.m.

Aug. 24 - First Day of Classes K3 (M/W/F) 
and K4

Aug. 25 - First Day of Classes K3 (T/R)
Aug. 30 - Fall Sports Pictures at 2:30 p.m.

SePteMBer
Sept. 5 - No School
Sept. 6 - Picture Day (T/R K3)
Sept. 7 - Picture Day (K3 through 11th)
Sept. 16 - Mid-term Ends
Sept. 17 - Seventh Annual Golf Tourna-

ment at 9 a.m.
Sept. 29 - Open house/book fair

oCtoBer
Oct. 6-7 - No School (Teacher Convention)
Oct. 14 - 1st quarter ends (39 days/243.75 

hrs)
Oct. 19 - PSAT 7th-12th
Oct. 21 - Parent-Teacher Conferences, early 

dismissal K3 and K5 (11:30 a.m.), early dis-
missal first through 12th (1 p.m.) and No K4 
Preschool.

Oct. 22 - JH Volleyball and Soccer Tourna-
ments

Oct. 28 - Early Dismissal 1 p.m. and HS 
volleyball and soccer tournaments

noVeMBer
Nov. 2 - Picture re-takes
Nov. 11 - Mid-term ends
Nov. 15 - No school K3 through sixth 

(Elem. BCSA Host School)
Nov. 22 - Early dismissal first through 

12th (1 p.m.) and Early Dismissal K5 (11:30 
a.m.).

Nov. 23-25 - No school (Thanksgiving 
Break)

deCeMBer
Dec. 2 - Seventh - 12th program at 7 p.m.
Dec. 6 - Winter sport pictures 2:30 p.m.

Dec. 9 - K4 & K5 Program at 7 p.m.
Dec. 16 - First through sixth program at 7 

p.m.
Dec. 19-20 - Seventh through 12th exams
Dec. 20 - Early dismissal (1 p.m.)
Dec. 21-Jan. 3 - No school (Christmas 

Break)

JanUary 2017
Jan. 4 - School resumes
Jan. 16 - No school

FeBrUary
Feb. 3 - Mid-term ends
Feb. 6 - Re-enrollment week
Feb. 13 - Open enrollment week
Feb. 20 - No school
Feb. 24-25 - HS basketball tournament

MarCh
March 2-3 - BCSA
March 3 - Early dismissal (1 p.m.)
March 9 - Art & Science Fair
March 10 - Grandparents’ Day
March 18 - Auction
March 24 - Sport awards at 7 p.m.

aPril
April 3-7 - IOWA Assessment
April 7 - Mid-term ends
April 8 - Spring banquet
April 11-13 - National competition
April 13-17 - No School (Spring Break)
April 18 - School resumes
April 28 - Spring play at 7 p.m.
April 29 - Spring play at 7 p.m.

May
May 5 - Elementary program at 7 p.m.
May 12 - K4 program at 7 p.m. and senior 

trip
May 19 - K5 graduation at 7 p.m., seniors’ 

last day and K3 and K4 last day
May 23-24 - Seventh through 11th grade 

final exams
May 26 - First through sixth Last Day (Dis-

missal 1 p.m.) and H.S. Graduation at 7 p.m.

JUne
June 1 - Report Card Pick-Up
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New era begins at Fayette Christian
By ryan Carter
ryancarter@civitasmedia.com

Monday, Aug. 22 will mark a new era 
of sorts for Fayette Christian School with 
a new principal and athletic director tak-
ing the reins for the 2016-17 school year.

Larry Fitch was named the newest 
principal for the Crusaders following the 
departure of Kristen Conn, who left the 
school for another position. Fitch brings 
a wealth of experience and knowledge to 
his newest post.

“The last school I was at was as a prin-
cipal in Clarksburg, West Virginia,” said 
Fitch. “I was principal there for six years. 
A year ago, we left West Virginia to care 
for my mother-in-law, who was dying 
from Alzheimer’s in Memphis, Tennes-
see. She passed away in February, so at 
that point, it kind of opened the door for 
my wife and I to start looking. My wife, 
Elizabeth, is a teacher as well.”

Soon after, Fitch’s alma mater, Bob 
Jones University in Greenville, SC, post-
ed employment openings which included 
Fayette Christian’s opening for a princi-
pal and a science teacher. “My wife just 
happens to be a science teacher, so that 
worked out very well,” he said.

Fitch said he also had a familiarity 
with the pastor/administrator at Fayette 
Christian, Tony Garren. “I had known 
Pastor Garren from my time teaching 
in Mentor, Ohio and we crossed paths 
several other times,” said Fitch. “There 
were a few connections that we had to 
Fayette Christian and it just started to 
seem like a good fit.”

Fitch, who has taught for over 30 
years, has a degree in German and he 
also minored in English and Spanish. 
He’s taught at several Christian schools 
in the United States and also taught 
four years at a Christian school in South 
Korea. During his last year at that 
school, he served as acting principal. He 
taught in Mentor, Ohio for 16 years.

“It’s really nice coming back to Ohio,” 
Fitch said. “In this area, my wife and 
I both like the ruralness and the small 
town feel. We really enjoy this com-
munity and I feel that the community is 
aware of the impact this school has had 
on Washington Court House and the 

surrounding area. This school has such 
a rich heritage and I don’t feel like I’m 
here to reinvent the wheel. I just want 
to be able to keep that going and make 
improvements where improvements are 
necessary.”

Fitch said his teaching experience and 
deep love for Christian education make 
him a good fit at this school.

“I do have a love for Christian educa-
tion, I really do,” he said. “Most of my 
career has been spent as a teacher, so 
even as a principal, I still think as a 
teacher. Sometimes principals don’t have 
much teaching experience and they just 
come in as administrators. So I think I 
know what’s important to teachers and I 
want them to know that I’m here to serve 
them and to make sure they are equipped 
and able to do the best possible job they 
can do.”

Fayette Christian currently has a full 
staff as the new school year approaches. 
“We have a range of experience of any-
where from three years to 30-plus years,” 
said Fitch. “I’ve met almost all of the 
staff and I feel very positive about them 
and I think they feel the same about me. 
My predecessor left things in excellent 
order, so I don’t feel like I have to figure 
out what’s going on. She has been very 
gracious and helpful in the transition, 
and again, I’m very confident in this 
staff.”

Fitch also has great confidence in the 
school’s newest athletic director, Jeremy 
Olaker.

Olaker has spent his last three years 
professionally teaching elementary 
school at the Chillicothe City Schools. 
He has his bachelor’s degree in education 
from Wilmington College. From an ath-
letic standpoint, Olaker spent three years 
coaching girls’ middle school basketball 
in Chillicothe and he also spent several 
years involved with recreational softball 
and travel softball.

Fayette Christian School offers fall and 
winter sports.

Growing up in Greenfield and being 
married to his wife Landis, a local attor-
ney, Olaker is no stranger to the area. 
“We actually have three girls who go to 
school here - a sophomore, freshman and 
a first-grader,” he said. “So this is very 

exciting for me.”
Similar to Fitch, Olaker said he 

believes God led him to this opportunity.
“I’m a very faithful man and I believe 

that God puts you in various places,” he 
said during an interview in the school’s 
state-of-the-art gymnasium. “So in order 
to give back, sometimes you have wait 
for His timing. This seemed like the 
timing was right to serve and offer my 
knowledge and passion for sports and 
athletics. It’s just very exciting and it’s a 
blessing to be here.”

Athletically, Olaker said his goal is to 
continue to build the athletic program.

“Sometimes when you’re at a smaller 
school, you get stuck in that mindset of, 
‘Oh, it’s volleyball season and then we’re 
done and we don’t do anything from 
there.’ Instead I want to make this an 
ongoing program so that the kids have 
something to look forward to all year 
long, not just in quick snippets. We want 
to keep it moving throughout and keep it 
more fluid.”

Olaker said he’s pleased with the ath-
letic participation level at the school.

“We have great turnout, especially 
with girls’ volleyball and boys’ soccer,” 
he said. “But we’re always trying to 
encourage more. We also want to make 
sure we have a good, solid youth pro-
gram here. The public schools have a lot 
of feeder programs, which we don’t nec-
essarily have at the Christian school. But 
we could have a small feeder program, so 
we’re going to do some elementary soc-
cer, elementary basketball and we hope 
to develop an elementary volleyball pro-
gram. This way they can get a little bit of 
experience.”

School officials also encourage the 
community to come out and support the 
Crusaders’ athletic teams.

“I don’t think people realize the fol-
lowing we have and how competitive 
our sports are here,” said Olaker. “We go 
to tournaments and we travel just like 
the public schools. And you can follow 
our teams just like you do with public 
schools. I’ve always said that if you get 
people into this beautiful gym to see it, 
it would change a lot of opinions. This is 
just as nice as most of the public school 
gyms I’ve been to.”

Olaker added that all coaching posi-
tions at Fayette Christian are currently 
filled.

Fayette Christian School, located at 
1315 Dayton Ave. in Washington C.H, 
was founded as a ministry of the Fayette 
Bible Church in the fall of 1974. Since 
its establishment over 35 years ago, the 
school has continued to serve families 
throughout the area by providing a qual-
ity Christian education for students in 
preschool through 12th grade.

Reach Ryan Carter at 740-313-0352 or on Twitter @
rywica.

Ryan Carter | Record-Herald photos
larry Fitch, new principal at Fayette Christian 
School

Jeremy olaker, new athletic director at Fayette 
Christian School
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A parents’ guide on bullying
By ashley Bunton
abunton@civitasmedia.com

The time to go back to school is 
full of excitement and for some, 
anxiety. Across the country this 
year more than two million students 
who are the victims of bullying will 
return to school. They will likely 
have to face the bully, many of them 
without adequate communication 
and coping skills.

Parents who have had a child 
experience bullying at school in the 
past know of the confusion, hurt, 
fear, and misunderstandings that 
their child feels in each instance of 
school bullying. And if your child 
hasn’t experienced bullying yet, you 
may want to consider your child 
lucky: one in four students reported 
being bullied in 2015, according to 
data from the National Center for 
Educational Statistics. Of those bul-
lied, more than half reported that it 
occurred in the classroom or in the 
hallway.

Bullying happens in every school 
and the United States Department 
of Education and the Department of 
Health and Human Services provides 
ample resources for parents, chil-
dren, and schools on their websites. 
By approaching bullying before the 
school year starts, parents can send 
their kids into the classroom to learn 
with more confidence and a little 
less worry.

Before the school year begins
Before the school year kicks off, 

talk to your child about bullying. 
Help your child learn to identify 
what bullying looks like at school. 
Find out what the school’s anti-
bullying policy is and review it with 
your child. Most of the policies are 
available online. If it’s not, don’t wait 
until your child is bullied to call and 

ask about it. Reviewing the policy 
early in the school year will help 
your child be better prepared for 
when it arises.

the three B’s of bullying
When you talk to your child about 

bullying, it might be helpful to 
remember the three B’s. If your child 
feels threatened or bullied, remind 
them to breathe, back-up, and find a 
by-stander. It’s a simple and helpful 
way to remind your child to remain 
calm, disengage from any harass-
ing behavior, and find a peer beside 
them who can help your child find 
the courage and voice to speak up 
about the issue to a teacher.

once the school year begins
Once the school year begins, the 

Department of Education says to 
check in with your child every day 
and spend about 15 minutes talk-
ing with your child about what they 
experienced that day at school.

if (and when) bullying occurs
If (and when) your child comes 

home and tells you something bad 
happened at school, stay calm. It’s 
best not to react with a statement 
like, ‘What did you do wrong?’ 
Because your child does not want 
you to feel disappointed in them, 
reassure your child that it is not 

their fault that they were the vic-
tim of bullying. Give your child an 
opportunity to sit down with you 
one-on-one and ask them to tell you 
what happened.

Bullying takes many forms, from 
verbal language insults to physical 
violence. Bullying can also be in the 
psychology of behavior, for example 
when a bully excludes a child from 
an activity intentionally but invites 
all of that child’s peers to participate 
in the activity.

Write down the names of the chil-
dren involved, where the bullying 
occurred, the date, and any details 
your child feels are significant to the 

See BULLyING | 11
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incident. The United States Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services 
recommends keeping a written 
record of all bullying instances your 
child reports to you.

help your child understand the 
bully

If your child is the victim of bully-
ing, or if your child is the bully, gen-
tly remind them that their behavior 
is wrong and explain why.

People hurt other people because 
they feel bad on the inside. People 
don’t always know that they feel bad 
on the inside. People don’t always 
know when they hurt other people. 
And feeling bad on the inside could 
mean that something bad is happen-
ing at home and they are bringing 
the bad feelings to school with them.

Remind your child that the person 
hurting them loses all power when 
your child walks away from the situ-
ation. The more your child remains 
engaged with the bully, the more 
power the bully has to lead your 
child into trouble. Remind your child 
that they are a strong leader. They 
do not have follow the bully.

What to say to the teacher
Talk to the teacher, but remember 

to be friendly as you approach the 
situation. Teachers also don’t want 
to see bullying in their classrooms. 
The Department of Health and 
Human Services recommends asking 
the teacher questions like, have you 
noticed any unusual behavior in my 
child? Is my child being excluded 
from activities and play groups?

Ask your child’s teacher how they 
mediate bullying in the classroom 
and how they promote peace in the 
classroom. If they don’t mediate and 
they don’t promote peace, ask to set-
up a meeting to discuss why.

Some Montessori schools have a 
peace table in the classroom. This is 
a dainty child-sized table with two 

chairs used exclusively for conflict 
resolution. It gives the children a 
space to talk about what happened, 
and reflect on their actions, allow-
ing the children resolve the conflict 
peacefully rather than ignoring it 
until it brews up again. This method 
for promoting mediation and peace 
might be something you can suggest 
to your child’s teacher if bullying is 
a continuous problem in the class-
room.

empower the children
Don’t call a child a bully. Instead, 

say something like, ‘We want you to 
be healthy and strong. It can mean 
that someone is unhealthy when they 
hurt themselves or others. How can 
we help you succeed?’

Kids go to school to learn. They 
are not fixed into permanent states 
of being. Their behavior is capable 
of changing, adapting, and growing. 
Sometimes children do not learn 
basic skills at home and they show 
up to school feeling inadequate to 
their peers.They might need help, 
but they never learned the commu-
nication skills to be able to ask for 
help. Thus, the bullying behavior is 
the result or dis-empowerment.

your child can disengage from 
someone who is being hurtful simply 
by saying, ‘I am sorry you feel that 
way,’ and walking away. A peaceful 
discussion can happen, but the child 
being hurt needs to find an advocate 
nearby who can help facilitate and 
support healthy discussion of the 
situation.

Focus on strengths
Be careful not to imprint the bully 

identity onto children who engage 
in bullying behavior. Those children 
need to be brought into the light. 
The bully does not understand 
what it means to be a bully, or they 
wouldn’t be doing it. Empower a 
child to fully understand that their 
behavior hurts themselves as well as 
others. Help a child who feels dis-
empowered to see themselves in a 
fresh perspective by asking, ‘Who 
do you want to be when you grow 

up?’ Continue to reinforce healthy 
behavior by focusing on the child’s 
strengths and not their weaknesses.

Give your child an outlet
Remember to give your child a 

creative and active outlet to diffuse 
feelings associated with bullying 
so that those feelings don’t become 
internalized. Whether it be draw-
ing pictures, painting, or coloring, 
visual art is a powerful therapy that 
children can do on their own time. 
Sports, 4-H, and other group activi-
ties can give your child a place to 
turn to and focus their energy. Many 
times these activities can help a 
child to transform hurt feelings into 
beautiful accomplishments.

It might be necessary to invite 
your child to visit a psychologist. 
your child might be wary of meeting 
someone new at first, but communi-
cating with a child psychologist that 
the family trusts can help them to 
have an additional outlet with under-
standing bullying behavior, and make 

the family feel more supported.

Move forward
Parents and teachers cannot solve 

the problem of bullying in the school 
systems because each child has a dif-
ferent reason, and a different set of 
circumstances, for bullying another 
child. Remain optimistic and show 
your child how to move forward with 
a positive perspective on bullying 
by working together to resolve prob-
lems related to bullying.

Continue to resolve conflicts and 
move forward in creating a healthy, 
balanced, and peaceful environ-
ment for children to learn in at the 
school. Make it a priority to address 
bullying when it first arises. If left 
unchecked, bullying can lead to sui-
cide, depression, and various other 
disorders. It’s best to step in now 
and prepare children for the start of 
the school year.

Reach Ashley at the Record-Herald or on Twitter @

ashbunton

From page 10

Bullying
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