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To honor our rich and remarkable history, the 
focus of Spectrum magazine in 2016 is once again a 
tribute to those who came before us and helped shape 
this county into what 
it is today. Within 
this publication, of 
course, is just a slice 
of Fayette County’s 
storied history. So 
many more maga-
zines could be fi lled 
telling stories of 
years ago.

We thank the com-
munity for their 
contributions to this 
year’s Spectrum. We also 
hope that by recalling our county’s past, we can be 
inspired to create our own history and lead Fayette 
County and its many treasured communities to a 
bright and hopeful future. 

- Ryan Carter, Editor
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By Martin Graham
For Spectrum Magazine

For nearly 150 years the courthouse 
has been the center of justice as well as 
the most recognizable structure in Fay-
ette County. Recently, it was the subject 
of an online video aimed at showing oth-
ers the history of this local landmark.

The current Fayette County Court-
house was offi cially opened for business 
on May 1, 1885.

The Courthouse that stands today is 
actually the third Courthouse and is cen-
tered in the block of Court Street, Main 
Street, Market Street, and Central Place. 
The cornerstone of the Courthouse was 
laid with a full ceremony on June 7, 1883 
by the Masons. The project ended up 
totaling $130,000 after J. North Brothers 
and John Lichtenberger were awarded 

the bid with an estimate of $80,850.
The very fi rst common pleas court of 

Fayette County met in John Devault’s log 
cabin located just north of Bloomingburg 
in 1810. In 1812, the fi rst court session 
was held in Washington Court House in 
a larger double round log cabin on the 
corner of Main and Court streets. Court 
was held in the same building as a saloon 
— the two only being separated by about 
10 or 12 feet.

The fi rst offi cial Courthouse wasn’t 
ready for session until March 1814, and 
it stood on the Court Street side of the 
current Courthouse lot. This fi rst Court-
house caught fi re in 1828, taking most 
of the County’s offi cial records with it. 
While a second Courthouse was planned 
and erected, court was held all through-
out the City in whatever home or offi ce 
was available and open to use.

The second Courthouse was fully 
erected and opened for business on 
April 10, 1830. The building contained 
fi reproof offi ces for the clerk of courts, 
recorder and auditor. That second Court-
house cost a total of $3,770. Sadly, the 
second Courthouse was also hit with fi re 
— fortunately only destroying the bell 
tower area.

In 1836, when the building was 
restored, the Judge at the time — Dan 
McLean — rode to Cincinnati on horse-
back to buy a new bell for the county 
building. McLean went with the instruc-
tion to not spend more than $100.

The Fayette County Courthouse 
has had a rich history for such a little 
County.

On Dec. 14, 1866, the Fayette County 
Courthouse witnessed its fi rst and only 
execution. William George Washington 
Smith was hanged for robbing and kill-
ing his brother-in-law — John Gray of 
Concord Township. Despite being tried 
and found guilty, as well as professing his 
guilt to the Sheriff James Straley, Smith 
proclaimed his innocence with a noose 
around his neck standing on the gallows. 
At 1:28 p.m., a private execution was 
conducted. The Sheriff ordered no alco-
hol to be served that day and in order to 
maintain peace, the militia was called.

The noose and hood that was placed 
over Smith’s neck is still located in the 
Fayette County Historical Museum on 
the second fl oor.

The second Courthouse was used 
more as a gathering place. Circuses, 
medicine shows, opera house presenta-
tions, military send-offs, and welcome 
home ceremonies have graced the lawn 
of the Courthouse.

In 1880, the residents of Fayette Coun-
ty presented a petition of 100 signatures 
to the County Commissioners requesting 
a tax levy to go towards the construction 
of a new Courthouse and jail. The levy 
passed on April 3, 1881 and $100,000 
were set aside for the construction of a 
new, more attractive building.

The Fayette County Courthouse is a 
thing of beauty. It stands majestically 
in the center of the City of Washington 
C.H. Inside, the walls are adorned with 
history and paintings. In 1956, resi-
dent, newspaperman, and history buff, 
B.E. Kelley spent time tracking down 
the painter of the murals that grace 
the Courthouse walls. Finally, Kelley 
learned that the “least known painter of 
America’s best known work, Archibald 
M. Willard, painter of the famed Spirit 
of ‘76” was the artist behind the Spirit of 
the Telegraph, Spirit of Electricity, and 
Spirit of the U.S. Mail.

The Ohio Channel, a service of Ohio’s 
public broadcasting stations, combines 
statehouse coverage with locally pro-
duced PBS programs to give a statewide 
perspective on issues that affect the lives 

Honoring our center of justice

See JUSTICE | 3
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of all Ohioans. The website, ohiochannel.
org, using live Statehouse programming 
supplied by Ohio Government Telecom-
munications and distributed by eTech, 
packages this programming with Ohio 
PBS station public affairs programming 
and documentaries. The Ohio Channel 
provides the most comprehensive cover-
age of state government issues.

A recent video posted on the site, 
entitled Ohio County Courthouses: 
Seats of Justice, features the county in 
a unique way, told through the history 
of the courthouse found in downtown 
Washington C.H. Retired teacher and 
local historian Paul LaRue and Fayette 
County Common Pleas Court Judge Ste-
ven Beathard sat down with interviewers 
and explained some of the history of the 
building and area. They also provided 
reasons why the courthouse is so inte-
gral to the county.

“Probably my favorite feature are 
the stone steps that surround the 
courthouse,” Beathard said during the 
interview for the video.”It’s part of the 
fabric of the county. People go by the 
courthouse, I think they understand that 
their rights are protected and preserved 
and this is where their disputes are 
resolved.”

The video explained a bit of history 
concerning the riot that ended in bul-
lets holes in 1894, the “Cyclone” that 
destroyed a lot of the downtown and 
even talked about the frescoes completed 
by the famed Ohio painter Archibald Wil-
lard. The discussion also included when 
the courthouse was completed (1885), 
when it received some renovations, and 
other significant aspects of its history.

“The courthouse is a great example 
of living history that we can continue to 
see and experience every day,” LaRue 
said during an interview Thursday. “The 
county commissioners, Judge Beathard 
and the people who preceded them were 
tasked with the preservation of the court-
house. It is amazing that the community 
had the foresight to think about that 
preservation. And to be able to show the 
state what the courthouse is to us and 
explain some of its history is an honor 
to me. I am glad that a combination of 
efforts between the courthouse employ-
ees, the commissioners, the Fayette His-

torical Society and others ended in such 
an informative and very well produced 
video.”

In recent years, renovations have been 
completed in an effort to continue the 
preservation and upkeep of the court-
house. The basement now has an updat-
ed color and the walls and stairwells look 
as good as new, the third floor has had 
some work done on the paint and wood, 
and some years ago the top of the court-
house was redone. With more projects 
to be completed, such as more plaster 
work and paint jobs, the courthouse will 
continue to be preserved by the leaders 
of this community.

As long as the work continues the 
courthouse will stand as firm as the day 
it was built and will continue to be this 
county’s centerpiece.

Reach Martin Graham at (740 313-0351 or on Twitter @
MartiTheNewsGuy

WCH_Spectrum3

Record-Herald file photo
One of the old Fayette County courthouses.

Courtesy photo
This photo of the courthouse was taken in 2015 and submitted to the Fayette County Commissioners.

From page 2

Justice
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907 COLUMBUS AVE., WASHINGTON C.H., OH 43160
(740) 335-0690

Hillsboro
937-393-5797

Jamestown
937-675-4951

Wilmington
937-382-2253

London
740-852-1051

FIVE LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU

HARTLEY OIL COMPANY
Proudly Serving Fayette County

and Surrounding Areas for Over 50 Years

FLAGWAY
CONVENIENCE STORES

Your Store Next Door
Locally Owned & Operated

Proudly Serving Fayette County
 and Surrounding Areas for Over 27 Years

(740) 335-7777

Lubricants

40841767

Fayette Soil & 
Water 

Conservation 
District

1415 US Route 22 SW, Suite 500
Washington C.H., OH 43160

Like us on Facebook

Addressing the natural 
resource concerns 

of WCH and Fayette 
County through 

technical assistance 
and education 

programs since 1947.

40840991

740-636-0279

2016 PROGRAM DEADLINES: 
USDA Upper Paint Creek MRBI – 

February 19
Farmland Preservation (LAEPP) – 

February 26
Rain Barrel Sale – March 18

Seedling Tree & Native Plant Sale - 
March 24

Call for more information!
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By John Leland
For Spectrum Magazine

Fayette County’s physicians a century 
ago grappled daily with diseases virtu-
ally unknown to millennials—diseases 
such as diphtheria, scarlet fever, measles, 
tuberculosis, typhoid fever, teta-
nus, and whooping cough. No less 
were they challenged to deal with 
all of the other serious illnesses 
that still confront medical profes-
sionals today.

The county’s contingent of med-
ical doctors 100 years ago includ-
ed G. W. Blakeley; Roy E. Brown; 
A. O. Ervin; G. W. Holdren; R. M. 
Hughey; Frank E. Hyer; W. E. Ireland; 
Grant Marchant; L. M. McFadden; David 
H. Rowe; and Edwin F. Todhunter.

Another local physician and surgeon 
of a century past was Dr. George S. Hod-

son, born and raised in Highland County. 
After graduating from the Pulte Medical 
College in Cincinnati, Dr. Hodson moved 
to Washington C. H. in 1894 and began 
practicing medicine. He came here with 
his wife Fannie Johnson Hodson and 
their son Edmond, age 4. The family 

took up residence at 418 E. Mar-
ket Street.

In 1902, Dr. Hodson relocated 
his medical practice from the 
Worthington block on North 
Main Street to the fi rst fl oor of a 
two-story wooden duplex he had 
purchased on East Market Street. 
The house stood on what is now 
the parking lot adjacent to John 

Wead’s law offi ce.
Four years later, in December 1906, 

the Hodsons moved into the new home 
they had built at the northwest corner of 
Market and North streets. (The house is 

still there.)
Dr. Hodson was highly respected for 

his honesty, genial nature, and magnetic 
personality. He was a forward-looking 
physician who, nearly every year, spent 
a couple of weeks away from his practice 
seeking additional medical training at 
the Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minn., or 
at hospitals in Chicago and New York 
City.

On Nov. 6, 1910, Edmond Johnson 
Hodson, age 20, and the only child of 
Dr. and Mrs. Hodson, died of meningitis 
at the Market Street residence. By all 
accounts he was a personable, well-liked 
fellow. Edmond Hodson was a graduate 
of the Miami Military Institute at Ger-
mantown, Ohio, and at the time of his 
passing, he had completed his freshman 
year of study at Ohio Wesleyan Uni-
versity. In the summer of 1910, he had 
worked at Jess Smith’s dry goods store 

on North Main Street.
In 1911, to honor the memory of 

their son, the Hodsons established the 
Edmond Johnson Hodson Memorial 
Hospital in the large double-house where 
Dr. Hodson had his offi ce. It was Fayette 
County’s fi rst hospital.

The 12-bed hospital was furnished 
with the best equipment available 

Looking Back: The Hodson Hospital

Courtesy photo
The Hodson Hospital

Hodson

See HODSON | 6
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DEAN APARTMENTS
Glenn Ave., Washington C.H.
Office Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8:00 a.m.-1 p.m.

Kathy Dean,
Manager

• 1 & 2 Bedroom Apartments

• Private Patios • Air Conditioned

• Washer/Dryer Hook-Ups

• Stove/Refrigerator/Dishwasher Furnished

CALL FOR AN

APPOINTMENT

740-335-8912
40
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SHOP LOCAL
• Strengthen businesses that support our local 

charitable and civic groups.
• Help create more jobs to employ your friends, 

neighbors, and relatives.
• Add to the community tax base to pay for needed 

services – fire, safety, EMS, and education.
• Help attract new businesses which will create more 

choices, more expertise, and more competition.

101 E. East Street,
Washington C.H., OH. 43160-2227

800.479.7797               740.335.8008               
Fax: 740.335.0762

www.fayettecountyohio.com

LET’S HELP MAKE FAYETTE COUNTY A SHOPPING DESTINATION!
40841768

Fayette CountyFF yy ttyytyttyt

Travel & Tourism Bureau• Stop • Shop • See
Fayette County
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By Martin Graham
For Spectrum Magazine

WCR Incorporated, located at 809 
Delaware St., has been manufacturing in 
Washington Court House for nearly 20 
years and is encouraging others to join 
their team.

Chief Operating Offi cer, Mattias Ols-
son, participated in an interview and 
gave a brief tour of their facility on 
Delaware Street. Olsson, who was born 
in Sweden, came to America to open the 
facility in 1998. He now resides in Fay-
ette County with his wife Kami, daugh-
ter Kassidy, and stepson Eli. As the only 
manufacturing company for WCR Inc., 
an international organization, the facility 

in the county produces many parts for 
more than just American companies.

“There are facilities in the United 
States that rely on the plate heat 
exchangers and gaskets we produce to 
service other companies around the 
world,” Olsson said. “The closest one 
we have is the headquarters operation 
in Fairborn, Ohio. We also have other 
facilities around the states, including 
California, Arizona, Texas, Illinois, Penn-
sylvania and Georgia. WCR stands for 
West Coast Regasketing, so it actually 
began in California. We also ship plate 
heat exchangers to Germany, Sweden, 
China and others for anything as large as 
Oil Tankers to as small as Micro Brewery 
exchangers.”

When Olsson came here in 1998, the 
building was near empty and he was 
tasked with starting a facility that would 
produce Plate Heat Exchanger plates. In 
2005 the company added gasket produc-
tion. In 2009, the business that Olsson 

had been running for about a decade 
merged with WCR Inc. and abandoned 
the previous name PHE Development 
Corp.

“I really like the community. As a busi-

ness we are always looking for employ-
ees that are dedicated to their work,” 
Olsson said. “It is a lot tougher than you 

A manufacturing staple for nearly 20 years
WCR Inc. continues
strong relationship
with the community

See STAPLE | 13

The company ships worldwide to countries such as Germany, Sweden, China and more.



SPECTRUM Washington Court House Record Herald6    March 3, 2016

40842960

North Shore Primitives
Antiques • Handmades • Simple Goods

153 S. Hinde Street
Washington Court House, OH 43160
740.335.6799 phone
Northshoreprims@yahoo.com

HOURS: Tues-Sat 10a-5p & Sun 12N-4p
Mondays by chance

OPEN HOUSE MARCH 18-20
Stop in and receive a coffee sample

Megan Hitt - Shopkeeper

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

www.fsb4me.com

You're at home with us!
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By Bev Mullen
For Spectrum Magazine

Jacob A. Rankin moved from Bloom-
ingburg to Concord Township in 1818 
and by 1833 he had cleared enough land 
for his farm and homestead. He came to 
be known popularly as Squire Rankin, 
and was one of the most infl uential pio-
neers of Milledgeville.

As proposed by William Rankin in 
March of 1845, Jasper Township was 
organized from Jefferson and Concord 
Townships on Dec. 2, 1845. The town-
ship was named for Revolutionary War 
hero Sergeant William Jasper of South 
Carolina.

There had been a settlement of per-
haps 200 inhabitants in the area of the 
current Milledgeville for approximately 
twenty years prior to 1855 when Straley, 
Creamer and Company built a mill on 
the outskirts of the small settlement. 
The mill was serviced by the Dayton & 
Southeastern Railroad. Later that same 
year, Mr. James Hogue platted a site for 
the village, Milledgeville, named for the 
“mill at the edge of the ville.”

The Columbus and Maysville Railroad 
layed tracks near the village and this 
advantage caused a small building boom 
to occur in Milledgeville. Eventually, 
the Cincinnati and Muskingum Valley 
Railroad and two branches of the Balti-
more and Ohio Railroad were crossing 
the area. About one year later, in 1856, 
Jacob A. Creamer built a frame store 
just to give Milledgeville added impor-
tance. As well as the store, there were 

two doctors living and working in the 
village by 1865. Also a blacksmith had 
moved in as well as did a wagon shop 
and, a school was started.

Mr. Franklin Smith moved to Jasper 
Township in 1867, bought a lot and 
erected a dwelling and opened a shoe 
shop not knowing he was going to be 
part of a growing community. All of this 
construction made the village a business 
point.

When the Civil War ended and the 
men came home, things started picking 
up for Milledgeville. In 1874, the second 
attempt to link Dayton with the coal 
fi elds in Southern Ohio was successful 
and the tracks for the Cincinnati, Hamil-
ton and Dayton Railroad were laid.

In 1878, Mr. C. M. Bush erected 
another business building and in 1879, 
Mr. Bush built a hotel. The hotel was 
eventually taken over by a Dr. Spangler 
who had moved from the fl ourishing and 
older town of Plymouth a mile south of 
Milledgeville.

By 1881, Milledgeville boasted 20 
homes, two stores, a school, a shoe 
shop, and two blacksmiths, a restaurant, 
a wagon shop, a drug store, and, a total 
of four bars as well as the mill. Also, the 
Baptists and the Methodists had both 
erected churches.

The decline of Milledgeville started 
in the mid 1950’s. Jasper Township 
historian, Glenn Rankin, believes this 
change was due to increased mobility 
for people. World War II had ended, 
veterans had taken advantage of the GI 
Bill, parents wanted off the farm and 

wanted to offer their children opportuni-
ties that rural life didn’t offer. As of this 
writing, there is the Post Offi ce and one 
business (Gillispie Auto Garage) open 
in Milledgeville. The village owns the 
school building and runs it as a Commu-
nity Center.

Originally, Milledgeville did not have 
a Post Offi ce. The nearest Post Offi ce 
was in Plymouth, located one mile south 
of Milledgeville.

In 1830, Mr. Garland Johnson oper-
ated a general store from his home, 
however, Plymouth was not offi cially 
organized until around 1840. There 
were 50 to 75 inhabitants in the settle-
ment. Thomas Wright erected a hued 
log dwelling and Mr. Robert Hague 
laid out the village in 1845. There were 
two blacksmiths and a wagon shop. In 
1846, Dr. Hazen moved into Plymouth, 
however, he was soon asked to leave 
due to a lack of marital papers for the 
woman he lived with. A store room was 
built in 1848 by Harvey Saunders, the 
Post Offi ce was founded in 1852, and, 
in 1866, a Methodist Protestant brick 
church was erected on land donated by 
E. L. Ford.

On Feb. 9, 1877, the Post Offi ce was 
moved from Plymouth to Milledgeville, 
probably because Milledgeville was now 
the larger of the two villages. After the 
move, stores and shops in Plymouth 
started closing and eventually the land 
went back to its original state. The 
Township House is still standing today 
and is currently being restored by Mr. 
John Persinger.

A Tale of Two Villages
entirely at the Hodsons’ expense, but 
it was in no sense a private hospital 
since all Fayette County physicians 
were encouraged to use it. There was 
a maternity ward on the ground fl oor; 
the patients’ rooms were on the second 
fl oor. Snow-white walls and woodwork 
gave the building’s interior an immacu-
late, reassuring appearance. One local 
newspaper reported that visitors to the 
hospital were most impressed by its 
“beautiful cleanliness.”

On the second fl oor at the rear of 
the building was an operating room 
that measured approximately 20 feet 
by 25 feet. White mosaic tile covered 
the fl oor. Light from large windows 
and a skylight brightened the operating 
room during the day. Electric lights lit 
the room at night. Above the operat-
ing table was a tin globe made to Dr. 
Hodson’s specifi cations at Johnny Wil-
son’s tin shop located at the northwest 
corner of Court and Hinde streets. Six 
electric light bulbs inside the globe illu-
minated the operating table.

Dr. George S. Hodson died suddenly 
in April 1928 at the age of 61. Shortly 
thereafter, Mrs. Hodson gave the hospi-
tal’s equipment to the Methodist Epis-
copal Hospital at Pikeville, Ky.

Fayette County’s physicians of the 
early 20th century would marvel today 
at The Ohio State University’s medical 
complex and all of the sophisticated 
procedures and treatments provided 
there. They would have been pleased 
when the Fayette County Memorial 
Hospital opened in May 1950.

From page 4

Hodson
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DEREK WINTERS
Sales Consultant
wintersderek4@gmail.com • 
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40840751

1700 Columbus Ave. • Washington C.H., OH 43160

cjcarey10@gmail.com
(740) 335-1670
(740) 572-7363
(800) 358-3673
Fax (740) 335-9627

CURT J. CARY
Certified Sales Consultant

• 
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RROLL HALLIDAY 
•

RR ID

Fax (740) 335-9627
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dougmarinemotors.net

See our complete 
inventory online!

40839327

Stop In 
Today!
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1032 E. Market Street
Washington Court House, OH 43160
Phone: 740-335-1441
Fax: 740-335-1507
Email: pamelajlangley@hotmail.com

Pamela J. Langley
Agent/Realtor

Cell: 740-572-0455

www.lewislangleyrealty.com

Point Realty

“THE GARDNER TEAM”

Residential    Commercial     Investment     Agriculture

319 East Court St., Washington C.H., OH

Janice Gardner’s

Chr i s t ine  Butle r
REALTOR®
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www.gardnerteamproperties.com
email: Cbutlerpointrealty@hotmail.com

Cell: (740) 505-1858

MAKE THE 
SMART MOVE

Choose a Realtor 
dedicated 

to �nding your 
perfect home.

40840721
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By Jean Mickle
Yesterdays Columnist

I have always been fascinated by meet-
ing new people and hearing their life 
stories. This trait served me well during 
the 40-plus years I wrote for seven news-
papers and fi ve radio stations.

At the age of 5, I watched with total 
awe the building of a large house next 
door to our home on Leesburg Avenue. 
It was being constructed by Mr. and 
Mrs. Cary Deere who had retired from 
farming. No matter how many spank-
ings mother administered to me or how 
many threats of taking away privileges, 
she wasn’t able to keep me away from 
the construction of that house.

The huge hole for the basement was 
especially interesting to me and when I 
could steal over there, I’d stand on the 
edge and marvel at the size of it. In my 
childish mind, I fancied being able to 
fl oat from where I stood to the depth 
of that crater, never once picturing the 
drastic injuries such a feat would infl ict 
on me. When you are 5-years-old, noth-
ing seems impossible to you…

Finally, the house was fi nished and 
it was beautiful and spacious. Tragedy 
awaited those nice new neighbors. Mr. 
Deere was riding in a coupe one after-
noon with friends and fell out in the 
road and was killed. After Mrs. Deere 
followed some years later, the house was 
leased by the Montgomery-Ward Com-
pany as a home for its managers and 
their families.

I was thrilled beyond words! These 
were people who came here from other 
states, staying a year to three years and 
they were all charming neighbors.

World War II was declared and the 
fi rst family, Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Clark 
had a son who was serving in the navy. 
Ralph, Jr. came home on leave whenever 
he could. The Clarks also had a teenage 
daughter Rosemary and she and I often 
played duets on her piano. I was about 
9 at the time and my one goal was to 
become a teenager myself! Rosemary 
made many friends here, especially Mar-
ilyn Milner who lived down the street. 

They often talked of the fun they had 
together and I was itching to fi nally get 
to that wonderful stage!

Mrs. Clark became seriously ill one 
winter and my mother — (the “Flor-
ence Nightingale” of Leesburg Avenue) 
nursed her back to health, carefully fol-
lowing her doctor’s orders.

Mr. Clark’s father, who was in his 80’s 
came to live with them. He was a build-
er who made some comfortable lawn 
chair for their backyard and I would 
often sit there with him. He was very 
kind and told great stories.

Finally came moving day for the 
Clarks and I was sad to see them go. 
Mother assured me there would be other 
nice people to follow and she was right. 
Into our world next came the Boodt 
family, from Port Huron, Mich., Earl and 
Shirley Boodt had two growing boys and 
a third son came along just before they 
moved away.

The boys were ages 7 and 13 and 
they were great fun. They brought out 
their croquet set, installed it in the side 
yard and we were out there batting 
balls through wickets by the hour! Walt 
went to Boy Scout Camp and when he 
came home, he taught us the songs he 
had learned and we sang them with 
gusto every evening on my front porch, 
swinging the evening away in our porch 
swing. It was good that my parents 
were usually taking their evening ride at 
those times because it could have been 
a bit much to hear “A Hundred Bottles 
of Beer on the Wall” sung all the way 
through to “no bottles of beer on the 
wall.”

Sometimes, we went to a Saturday 
matinee at the Fayette Theater. Other 
times, Mrs. Boodt, weary of hearing 
croquet balls cracking into each other, 
would come outside carrying a picnic 
basket fi lled with egg-salad sandwiches, 
fruit and a thermos of milk. We’d repair 
to the woods behind our houses and 
share the repast with the squirrels and 
birds.

Mr. Boodt was a camera enthusiast. 

Yesterdays - 
The House Next Door

See HOUSE | 11
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Authorized Aqua Systems Dealer

www.chrismanh2o.com

JIM CHRISMAN
MARK CHRISMAN
1020 E. Market Street
Washington C.H., OH 43160-1699

740-335-2620
800-335-2620

Fax 740-335-1103

Whether it’s sodium free 
or distilled bottled water or 
an under the sink reverse 
osmosis system that can 
also supply high quality 
drinking water to your ice 
maker....

Salt & Sodium Free or Distilled Water Available for Pick-up or Delivery

Fully Automatic Water 
Softeners available in 
electronic time clock or 
demand regeneration 
systems

TWIN TANK DEMAND 
WATER SOFTENERS
supplying soft water 
24 hours a day - No 
timer to reset after 
power loss - Saves 

salt & electric

Fully Automatic iron 
and sulphur filters that 

use air instead of costly 
chemicals

BUY OR RENT A

WATER COOLER

OR REVERSE

 OSMOSIS SYSTEM

CALL FORFREE WATERANALYSIS

BUY
OR

RENT

68

40842523

Doing business in the same location for 67 years
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By Jean Mickle
Yesterdays Columnist

One of my newspaper bosses in the 
long ago said, “When you can’t stand the 
heat, get out of the kitchen!” I stayed in 
that “kitchen” for more than 40 years, 
until old age sent me into a rocking 
chair, with stimulants to keep my heart 
beating.

One of the first lessons I learned as 
a budding journalist was that the word 
“can’t” was not in the vocabulary of any 
managing editor. Whatever the assign-
ment, no matter how dangerous, you 
took a deep breath and motored. If you 
faint out of fear en-route, it was your 
secret.

When I ran a news bureau in Florida, 
I dreaded hearing my phone ring at two 
or three o’clock in the morning because I 
knew I would be expected to put my life 
on the line and hasten to wherever the 
brave lawmen were doing their thing. My 
nocturnal messages from the Sheriff’s 
Department’s dispatcher ran like this:

“Jean, a small plane has crashed in the 
meadow out at Bill Allen’s ranch and the 
area, located some 15 miles from town, 
is scattered with debris and the body 
parts of a man and his young daughter 
who were en-route to New York when 
the plane exploded in midair. If you’ll 
come to the jail, you can ride out there 
with a deputy.” So the deputy and I fol-
lowed the coroner’s car right into a hell I 
never dreamed of. Or,

“Jean, the sheriff and some of the dep-
uties are out combing the woods for that 
escapee that is presumed to be armed 
and dangerous. There’s only a long, dirt 
road to get to it, so drive with caution…”

“Jean, the sheriff is going to invade a 
gambling den down in the ‘quarters’ so 
come by the jail and you can ride there 
with him.” Or,

“The sheriff and a deputy will be 
waiting for you at the airport in the 
helicopter. The DEA (Drug Enforcement 
Agency) reports having learned a loaded 
pot plane is coming in from South Amer-
ica. The sheriff said you’d want to take 
photos of the arrests.” (Sure I would! 

Also the burning of the pot in the largest 
incinerator in the county at the hospital.)

I thought how my parents must be 
turning over in their graves at the danger 
their little girl was in after all the years 
of my music and dancing lessons. Oh, 
well, with two girls in college, I couldn’t 
back out of trying to earn my daily 
bread…

Fear was something you left on the 
back burner or you weren’t worth your 
salt as a newspaper reporter… (What 
happened to that young girl who used 
to “burn” to become a reporter and who 
placed all such members of the fourth 
estate on pedestals?)

Some wiseacre once wrote, “Be very 
sure what you ask for because you may 
get it!”

Not a few battles were fought at a 
crime scene, some of them went on in 
the newsroom. When I was a budding 
journalist with stars in my eyes, having 
been hired by a very old and dignified 
newspaper, one of my mundane duties 
was to make the morning coffee for the 
boss.

Walking in the door of that paper was 
an adventure; I never knew whether the 
editor would be his charming self or can-
tankerous and in need of a drink (and I 
don’t mean coffee). If that wasn’t enough 
to take the starch out of my “neat office 
dress,” the appearance of his wife was. 
She often “dropped by” as daddy’s “help-
er” to pit employee against employee 
and/or see that any newly-hired glamour 
girl was sent to work in the back shop or 
upstairs.

One morning, a call for me was mis-
takenly put through to the editor and he 
threw a paper weight across the room. (I 
figured he’d had a “bad night” and was at 
least thankful I had a job.)

I was hired at another paper to write 
features for the Sunday tab section. I did 
not know the area well but fate saw to it 
that I came up with stories that pleased 
the publisher.

My success there sat ill with one of 
the longtime girl writers. Every story 

Yesterdays - Memories 
of a Jaded Reporter

See MEMORIES | 11
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At the slightest provocation, he’d haul 
out his home movie paraphernalia and 
bore whoever unlucky enough to be 
visiting with home movies dating back 
to the days the boys were just learning 
to walk. (This embarrassed his sons 
greatly.) It didn’t matter who the visitor 
was, out came the tripod and screen 
and the bored callers tried to evince 
enthusiasm. I noticed special displays 
of boredom the evening the preacher 
came to call. Seeing tots in their high-
chairs trying to manage spoonfuls of 
cereal did not qualify Earl Boodt for 
the Academy Award. He was so into his 
avocation, he turned the upstairs bath-
room into a dark room.

With my older siblings out on their 
own by this time, our parents decided 
it was time to sell the house. I was 
crushed. It was the only home I’d ever 
known… our neighbors were like family. 
The house sold in a remarkably short 
time.

Unfortunately, our new home at the 
other end of town lacked a good two 
weeks’ time for completion. Our neigh-
bors came to the rescue. Mr. and Mrs. 
Boodt offered me their guest room, (I 
felt like a queen in it.) and my parents 
found shelter two houses down at the 
home of other neighbors.

I had so longed to become a teenager 
and little did I know of the problems I 
would encounter. It was not all Cokes 
after school at the drugstore and Friday 
night sock hops in the gym or crowds 
of us cheering to victory our own Blue 
Lions Football team.

Finally came the day our new house 
was ready for us in a neighborhood 
where we didn’t know anybody. I had 
wanted to grow up and would soon 
enter high school.

I was never to forget the wonderful 
friends we had made with the Mont-
gomery-Ward managers and their fami-
lies. We corresponded for several years. 
I fi nally learned that living often meant 
saying goodbye.

Jean Mickle is a local resident who writes columns for 
the Record-Herald.

PARRETT INSURANCE AGENCY, INC.

Rowland LeMaster
President

Joanie Butler
Joanie has been in the Insurance Industry since 1985, 
specializing in the Individual and Group Insurance 
Market.  Our products include Health, Life, Disability, 

Dental, Vision and Long Term Care.  For members turning 
65, we offer Medicare Supplements and Part D Prescription 

policies.    Joanie  has  certification  to  sell  through  the  Federal 
Health Market Exchange, and is also a Notary Public.

Sharon Summers, CISR
Sharon has been with Parrett since 1985, and 
has  the  designation  of  Certified  Insurance 

Service Representative.  Her primary 
responsibilities include servicing existing clients 

in the personal, farm and commercial lines, as well 
as producing new business.  Sharon also assists in the 

agency accounting operations.

Debbie Lentz
Debbie has been with Parrett since 2002 and 
is  licensed  in  Property  &  Casualty.    Debbie’s 

primary responsibilities include personal and 
commercial clients, crop insurance, all agency 

accounting operations, special event policies and 
advertising.  Her customers also include school systems and 

several public entities.

Gina Shaw
Gina joined Parrett Insurance in 2011 and has 
her Property & Casualty license.  Her primary 

responsibilities include all aspects of servicing 
clients in the personal lines department, 

working with clients at the front desk, and various 
office duties.

Go to www.parrettinsurance.com to complete a Home - Auto and/or Health QuoteGo to www.parrettinsurance.com to complete a Home - Auto and/or Health Quote

Parrett Insurance Agency, Inc. 740-335-6081
100 N. Glenn Avenue, Washington C.H., Ohio 43160

Your Best Insurance is a Good Agent.

Grace Kearns
Grace joined Parrett in 2003, and has 
a Property & Casualty License. She also 
has  the  designation  of  Certified  Insurance 

Service Representative, and Agriculture & 
Farm Insurance Specialist.  Grace produces new 

business as well as provides customer service to 
personal, farm and commercial clients
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From page 8

House

I wrote, she told me she “had already 
written that some time ago.” She urged 
me to “go over my future stories with 
her fi rst.” (I told myself, “Sister, it will 
be a cold day in Miami when that day 
ever arrives!”)

I found through the years that so 
many, truly gifted newspaper editors 
had a “tough row to hoe.” First, there 
was the hiring and the fi ring; then the 
relentless public harangue over mis-
spelled names in print; higher-ups nag-
ging over actual and sometimes imag-
ined worries and on and on. Then along 
comes a kid who doesn’t know “squat” 
about news writing and that’s one more 
thorn in his side.

I was allowed two vacations a year at 
the Florida paper and I learned quickly 
I had to leave town or be pestered at 
all hours by the home offi ce who could 
have cared less that I was on vacation. I 
used to “steal away” in the dark of night 
to visit my brother and family in Naples. 

(My husband never left his auction barn 
to accompany me.)

Dedicated writers write because we 
“have to.” If we run out of paper, we 
write on paper sacks. If the computer 
screen goes blank, we borrow a grand-
child’s little typewriter. Anything, to get 
those stories - however mediocre - out 
of our heads and recorded on some-
thing. I once fi nished a story on the way 
to an operating room… See, I told you 
writers are hopeless…

It “ain’t easy bein’ a reporter,” either. 
There so many drawbacks but somehow, 
we keep on going. Our readers are wait-
ing on the day’s news. Of course there 
are other news outlets but none of them 
in our electronic age will ever take the 
place of the daily newspaper! I’m thank-
ful I “found my place in the sun” and 
stayed on that job down there for almost 
20 years. You may not believe this, but 
my managing editor got tears in his 
eyes when I gave him my notice and he 
said, “Jeanne, I can’t let you go.” But he 
did. My husband’s failing health neces-
sitated our returning home.

Jean Mickle writes columns for the Record-Herald.

From page 10

Memories
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think to find people like that. Someone 
might reply with ‘It’s a manufacturing 
job, nobody likes that,’ but at the same 
time a job here is an opportunity. As a 
WCR employee there is health insurance, 
there are vacations and sick days….you 
would be part of a company that supplies 
good benefits for yourself and your fam-
ily.”

Olsson said that they work through 
temp agencies to find workers and any-
one interested in joining the team can 
contact them at (740) 333-3448 and 
they will connect that person to a temp 
agency. After working through the agen-
cy, achieving certain milestones along 
the way, an individual will be eligible to 
become a full-time employee. Olsson also 
said they are not the type of company to 
send a good worker home or tell them 
they do not need them to come in due to 
lack of work, because the company has 
continued to grow and the demand is 
higher than ever.

“We have had great support from the 
community and emergency services in 
the county, with them walking through 
to check out electric, waste water and 
more,” Olsson said. “When I lived out 

on Wildwood Road about 10 years ago I 
received a call in the middle of the night 
from the police department telling me 
that one of the plant’s doors were open, 
that they didn’t see anyone go in, but it 
looked suspicious. After meeting them 
there, the officers took a walk around 
just to be sure that no one was there. 
They could have just drove on, but they 
were thoughtful enough to watch out for 
us. All of the services in town have been 
wonderful.”

He also said that the company recently 
rejoined the Fayette County Chamber of 
Commerce and they have been very sup-
portive and helpful. With resources such 
as Godwin Apaliyah, Economic Develop-
ment Director and Community Develop-
ment Educator for Fayette County, the 

business has grown exponentially. He 
said he wants to build on the relationship 
with the community and make WCR a 
place people look to for employment and 
overall, just continue making it good.

“I really couldn’t ask for a better job or 
group of people to work with,” supervi-
sor Kevin Penrod said. “Everyone gets 
along, works good together and it is per-
fect for me. I would say to the commu-

nity that this place is one to give a shot. 
It is a great opportunity with a group 
of helpful co-workers. If you don’t know 
what to do or need help making sure you 
understand the job correctly, everyone 
is more than willing to come and assist. 
They do not leave you to the wolves here 
and people are always smiling. It has 
helped me better myself and has left an 
amazing positive impact on my life.”

WCH_Spectrum13

WCR, Incorporated is nearing 20 years of manufacturing in the county and ships to other countries along 
with other states. Chief operation officer Mattias Olsson conducted an interview and tour of the facility 
for the Record-Herald.

From page 5

Staple

Olsson is pictured here holding a plate that will 
eventually be used for a plate heat exchanger.

By Jean Mickle
Yesterdays Columnist

We were excited to learn that Wash-
ington Court House was soon to have its 
first drive-in theater! Movies under the 
stars in 1949!

Such enterprises were condemned by 
Bible belt clergymen who called them 
“dens of iniquity” and warned parents, 
“Keep your daughters away from them!”

Finally came the big opening night! 
My pals and I took up a collection to get 
a dollar for gas for which one of our cars 
was running and away we went!

Several features were shown that night 
and somehow, we also managed to par-
take of refreshments at the snack bar.

If there was any hanky-panky going on 

out there in that romantic setting, who 
knew, or cared? Undoubtedly, there was 
much hand-holding between teenagers 
while several “B” pictures rolled past.

If a girl happened to be dating a 
cheapskate, he’d be sure to take her to 
that drive-in on “Lucky Buck Night.” 
You only had to register once during the 
season to be eligible. If your number was 
drawn, you’d go away happy - if you were 
in attendance; if not, your friends would 
hasten to call you with the bad news if 
you stayed home that night… I was often 
expecting to see families with so many 
kids getting in for a dollar that they’d 
have to tie some of them on top or we’d 
see them peeping from the trunk.

You could go to the drive-in with your 
dog, with grandma and grandpa or the 

next-door neighbor and all were welcome. 
You just had to be alive and breathing 
and not create any ruckus while you were 
there.

It took of bit of doing to remember to 
unhook the speaker when you were ready 
to go home; not a few people had to back 
up to put the speaker on its stand.

A pretty summer evening under the 
stars was conducive to romance and prob-
ably many young people became engaged 
in such a setting.

As for teenagers, there was always that 
goodnight kiss at a girl’s front door, that 
is if somebody inside didn’t flip on the 
porch light and kill a beautiful memory 
that had begun earlier that evening.

The coming of television marked the 
demise of so many drive-in theaters. You 

couldn’t beat just kicking your shoes off 
and seeing wrestling from Cincinnati on 
a clear night…of course, you first had 
to scale your roof to put up an antenna, 
hope all the tubes in the set were work-
ing so you could try to find something to 
watch and, it helped to keep repair money 
handy to replace those burned out tubes.

The other day, when it wasn’t snowing, 
I happened to pass the former location of 
the old drive-in theater. I felt sad for all 
the fun my friends and I had had those 
years long ago out there…

Ah, youth. You hurried by too fast for 
us to accomplish all that we hoped for!

If I could just go back one more time to 
the days of the 3-C’s Drive-In, I might let 
a “boy” hold my hand - that is, if he still 
could at our advancing ages…

Yesterdays - The 3-C’s Drive In Theater
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By Bev Mullen
For Spectrum Magazine

Due to the number of railroads cross-
ing Jasper Township, many of the cross-
roads were given names because most 
of the crossroads also served as railroad 
stops and as Post Offi ces.

According to Jasper Township histo-
rian Glenn Rankin, the crossroads have 
had many names down through the 
years. For example, Jasper Mills was 
also known as Jasper, Selden and Selden 
Station. In 1858, the name Jasper Mills 
was chosen due to the brand of fl our 
that was shipped from the mill that was 
built in 1854 by the Bryan Brothers. 
Jasper Mills may have also been chosen 
in order to differentiate the Post Offi ce 
from the name of the Township. The 
Post Offi ce at Jasper Mills was removed 
in 1875, and the name changed from 
Jasper Mills to Selden and then back to 
Jasper Mills.

Other “crossroads” in Jasper Town-
ship, besides Milledgeville and Plym-
outh, were Glendon, Cunningham, Ford, 
Rattlesnake Station, Philip Station, 
Edgefi eld, Pearson and Lutterell.

Lutterell was a settlement located at 
the corner of Pearson Octa Road and 
Lutterell Road and boasted a store and a 
school as well as the depot.

Edgefi eld and Pearson both had a Post 
Offi ce and a store. Philip Station had a 
Post Offi ce and was located on March-
ant Lutterell Road near Pearson Octa 

Road. Rattlesnake Station had a Post 
Offi ce. The Mill was located where the 
Railroad crosses Miami Trace Road near 
State Route 22 and its foundation can 
still be seen.

Concord, Perry and Green Townships 
did not benefi t from railroad lines. Even 
though business centers were slow to 
grow in these Townships, they did grow.

Concord Township, organized in 1818, 
has the village of Staunton, named for 
Staunton, Virginia, and platted in 1845 
by Willis Rowe.

Green Township, one of the original 
Townships in 1810, has Buena Vista. 
Buena Vista was dubbed “Goatsville” for 
the large number of German Lutherans 
residing there who were widely known 
for their long hair. The Post Offi ce 
in Buena Vista offi cially was named 
Moons. Often the community was called 
Moons, named after the fi rst miller and 
distiller in the area, Thomas Moon, Sr. 
The other “crossroad” in Green Town-
ship was Georgetown.

Perry Township, named for Commo-
dore Oliver Hazard Perry, the hero of 
the Battle of Lake Erie during the War 
of 1812, was formed in June of 1845. 
The only named settlement is that of 
New Martinsburg (New Martinsburgh 
or Martinsburgh), which was laid out in 
1831.

Jefferson Township, named for the 
country’s third President, was one of the 
original 1810 Townships. Octa, which 
was originally solely within Jasper 

Township, went by other names: Allen-
town and Allendale in honor of Elijah 
Allen who laid out the area in 1876. Due 
to several other towns in Ohio named 
Allendale, the Post Offi ce was re-named 
Octa and it was adopted by the Village 
as its new name.

Jefferson Township also had “cross-
roads” named Blessing, Shady Grove 
(also known as Allen), Pleasant View 
(also referred to as Eli), Parrot Station, 
Hagler, Luray (also known early on as 
Staubus and even Phillip), Edgefi eld and 
West Lancaster. All these settlements 
can be found on Fayette County maps.

West Lancaster is located at State 
Route 35 and I-71 across from the truck 
stop. Today, approximately 25 to 30 
people are currently living in the incor-
porated village of West Lancaster.

Jeffersonville, platted in 1831, has 
always been the commercial center of 
the Township due to the Detroit, Toledo 
and Ironton Railroad and then, later, 
Interstate 71.

Paint Township, named for the various 
colors of soil running through the creek, 
was also an original 1810 Township. 
Cherry Hill (not to be confused with 
the school), Bookwalter (once known 
as Carr’s Mill) Bookwalter Station (also 
known as Hidy), Pleasant (Pleasant Cor-
ners or Cozy Corners), and Yatesville 
are well known “crossroads.”

Bloomingburg is the main business 
center of this Township. Once called 
New Purchase, upon being platted it was 

re-named New Lexington. Interestingly, 
the owner of the fi rst store in Bloom-
ingburg, Matthew Gillespie, offered to 
“treat the male population to two gallons 
of whiskey” if they agreed to change the 
name to Bloomingburg in honor of his 
hometown, Bloomingburg, New York.

Madison Township, named for a U.S. 
President, has almost as many streams 
as it does “crossroads.” Some of the 
larger settlements were White Oak, 
Cook (Cooks Station), Stringtown, 
Yankeetown, Madison Mills (Posey and 
Harrison Mills), Haynes and Pancoast-
burg (Waterloo).

Marion Township, formed during the 
County’s reorganization in 1845, was 
named for Frances Marion, a noted 
South Carolina Revolutionary War gen-
eral. The “crossroads” were Manara, 
Otterbein, Johnson (Johnson’s Cross-
ing), Gamble, and West Holland. West 
Holland is fondly looked upon as the 
Fayette County section of New Holland.

Union Township is home to the Coun-
ty’s only city, by state defi nition, and the 
County seat. Interestingly, there are a 
startling number of “crossroads” in the 
Township. Eber, Culpepper, Logtown, 
Fayette, Johnstown, Fayette J, Stewarts, 
Willow Run, Potter, Midland Crossing, 
Jonesboro, Gleason, Kingsford Siding 
(Kingsfred), Olympia, and the City 
of Washington. The name of the Post 
Offi ce is Washington Court House.

What was the name of that place?

See PLACE | 33
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By Robert Grim
For Spectrum Magazine

A granite memorial was placed in front 
of the Bloomingburg School in 1970 
with the following inscription: “This 
memorial dedicated by the alumni of 
Bloomingburg High School to honor a 
man of outstanding leadership, integrity, 
and intellect who faithfully served the 
Bloomingburg community as an inspira-
tional educator for a period of 43 years 
1924 -1967.”

That same year the Bloomingburg Vil-
lage Council changed the name of North 
Street which extended along the south 
side of the school to Biddle Boulevard in 
recognition of his many years of service 
to the community.

When the Bloomingburg school build-
ing was demolished in May 2011 and 
the land sold, the Biddle memorial was 
moved to the front lawn of the Bloom-
ingburg Town Hall and sits near the bell 
that once rang daily from the Blooming-
burg School belfry.

Every student who passed through 
the Bloomingburg High School between 
1924 and 1967 was touched by Gilbert 
Biddle in some way. Biddle was born in 
Wood County near Toledo, one of a fam-
ily of teachers. His wife Mary Belle and 
their son Jack were also teachers.

He earned a degree in business admin-
istration as well as a master’s degree in 
school administration from The Ohio 
State University where he was a member 
of the Delta Sigma Phi fraternity.

Biddle, a World War I veteran of the 

United States Army, started his career 
in education in 1924 as a teacher in 
Salineville, Columbia County. In 1925 he 
became a teacher at Bloomingburg and 
served 11 years as teacher, coach and 
principal.

When O. O. Bush retired in 1936, Bid-
dle was named superintendent and held 
that position until the county schools 
consolidated into the Miami Trace Local 
School District. He then became prin-
cipal of the Miami Trace Bloomingburg 
Elementary School until his retirement 
in 1967.

During his 11 years as baseball and 
basketball coach, he guided the Bloom-
ingburg Bull Dogs to seven champion-
ships. The baseball team won the South-
western District championship in 1936 
and competed in the state tournament. 
He never lost interest in high school 
athletics. In 1951 he was instrumental in 
building a gymnasium for the Blooming-
burg School.

On Dec. 8, 1934 he married Miss 
Mary Belle Kraner, an economics teacher 
in the Bloomingburg School. They had 
one son, Jack, who became a teacher and 
coach in Michigan.

Under Biddle’s leadership, Blooming-
burg students achieved an outstanding 
academic and sports record and his influ-
ence is still felt by hundreds of Bloom-
ingburg alumni scattered throughout the 
country.

Mrs. Ruth Vance, a long time Bloom-
ingburg teacher, and her husband G. 
B. Vance, a retired Washington Court 
House teacher, hosted a retirement din-

ner at their home for Biddle in 1967. 
The dinner was as much a testimonial 
as a farewell party for Biddle. One of the 
teachers summed up the sentiments of 
all when he said, “The people of Bloom-
ingburg-parents, friends, administrators 
and teachers have found Mr. Biddle, 
a wonderful friend, a fine teacher and 

great administrator. His personal quali-
ties have made him a man, respected and 
honored by those who know him.”

In addition to being the educational 
leader of the Bloomingburg School, Bid-
dle took an active role in the community. 

Inspirational educator honored

Courtesy photo
Gilbert H. Biddle (third from left) spent 43 years serving students as a teacher, coach, principal and school 
superintendent. He is pictured in front of the Bloomingburg School in 1970 during a ceremony conducted 
by the Bloomingburg School Alumni Association, dedicating a memorial to his honor. Also pictured are 
left to right: Robert E. Grim, president of the Bloomingburg School Alumni Association; Biddle’s wife 
Mary Belle Biddle; (also a Bloomingburg teacher) G. H. Biddle; Bloomingburg School Principal Stephen 
Yambor (behind memorial); Florence Purcell, Alumni Association Secretary; and William J. “Bill” Purcell, 
Alumni Association Treasurer and a former clerk of the Bloomingburg Board of Education.

See EDUUCATOR | 19
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By Jean Mickle
Yesterdays Columnist

There was a new con-
signment auction sale 
in our town in the late 
1930’s. It was held in a 
formerly vacant business 
room on North Fayette 
Street. My mother 
and her friends were 
delighted! They col-
lected antique dishes and 
glassware often bidding 
against each other “good-
naturedly” and still 
remaining friends.

One spring, mother 
decided to do away 
with the accumulation 
of boxes and barrels of 
debris from years of auc-
tions that were clutter-
ing up the small storage 
room on the second floor 
of our house.

It was painful for 
her, but with a stiff 
upper lip, she called 
a junk man and had it 
all hauled away, saving 
only Grandma Miller’s 
marble-topped dresser, a 
wash-stand and sewing 
rocker. She visualized an 
attractive guest room in 

that space.
Her first stop was to 

Jim and Georgia Sum-
mers’ Hanna Paint and 
Wallpaper Store on 
South Main Street. After 
visiting with her old 
friends, she chose a pale 
blue wallpaper. Then, 
she called the friendly 
wallpaper-hanger (who 
knew the way to our 
house after all of my 
mothers’ redecorating).

After the new wall-
paper was hung, she 
polished the floor and 
hung some dainty cur-
tains from the rod to the 
floor. My sisters and I 
dusted the furniture and 
she placed an antique 
lamp on the wash stand. 
Now, she had to find an 
antique bed to complete 
the furnishings. It was 
off to the auction she 
went with her friends 
and as soon as she 
stepped inside the door, 
she saw it! There was 
a four-poster bed that 
would go perfectly with 
grandma’s furniture. 
Now, if she could only be 
the top bidder…

She noticed there was 
already a crowd around 
it. She was prepared to 
own it if she had to dig 
into next week’s house-
keeping money! She 
won! She hired a delivery 
man to haul it home for 
her and she was jubilant.

My father had three 
siblings— Jimmie Miller 
who had the ice cream 
store on East Court 
Street for many years, 
Mary and Rebecca. 
Rebecca, known affec-
tionately to all of us 
kids as “Aunt Beck” had 
lost her husband “Uncle 
Will” in the first World 
War. Rather than giving 
herself over to sorrow, 
she moved to Cincinnati 
and opened a tearoom on 
East McMicken Avenue. 
She catered to society 
ladies out for an after-
noon of conversation and 
the many delicacies she 
served. Her business was 
thriving. She was always 
closed on Mondays and 
sometimes she’d head for 
the old home town in her 
Essex and pay us a visit.

We dearly loved Aunt 

Beck. She was witty and 
charming and it was 
always interesting to 
hear her tell of the fas-
cinating people she met 
in her business. She was 
pretty and well-dressed, 
but she never married 
again.

She always made her-
self at home when she 
came to visit and seemed 
quite content to sleep on 
the little daybed in the 
dining room.

Now, she would be the 
first to sleep in the new 
guest room! (My older 
sisters and I had many 
arguments over which of 
us would be able to talk 
mother into letting one 
of us have that pretty 
room. She remained 
firm: “No way.”)

Aunt Beck greeted us 
with hugs and kisses and 
mother proudly took her 
upstairs to show her the 
new room. “May!” she 
said. “You have outdone 
yourself. It is beautiful!” 
(The family all called our 
mother by her middle 
name.)

That evening, we had 

a jolly time with Aunt 
Beck, hearing the latest 
about the big city. All 
too soon, we noticed she 
was nodding and we real-
ized she had had a long 
day and a long drive. 
She excused herself and 
went upstairs. We were 
all happy that she had 
such a pleasant room to 
retire in.

The next morning, a 
disheveled aunt came 
down to breakfast and 
we could see at once 
something was wrong! 
“May,” she said. “You 
have to get rid of that…
bed! It’s haunted!”

“Why, what do you 
mean?” mother asked in 
a state of shock.

“Last night, as soon as 
I got to sleep, something 
began to tap on the head 
of the bed. I thought 
I had been dreaming 
and so I went back to 
sleep. The same thing 
happened again! Who-
ever had that bed before 
apparently didn’t want 
anybody else sleeping 
in it so I pulled the little 
rocker over to the dress-

er and tried to sleep with 
my head propped against 
the side. I am just worn 
out!” she added.

“Why, I never heard of 
such a thing as a haunted 
bed,” mother argued. 
“You poor dear!”

I had the feeling Aunt 
Beck couldn’t get out of 
there fast enough and 
headed her trust Essex 
due south.

Sadly, the next morn-
ing mother called the 
man who had hauled 
the bed to our home 
and re-consigned it to 
the auction. She was 
grief-stricken. My father 
came to her rescue and 
said, “Honey, go down 
to Will Dale’s Furniture 
Store and buy a new bed, 
something that will go 
with the rest of the furni-
ture.” And she did.

Mother’s love for auc-
tions cooled somewhat 
after that, but I think she 
would have been happy 
to know her youngest 
married an auctioneer.

Jean Mickle is a local resident who 
writes columns for the Record-
Herald.

Yesterday - That Four-Poster!
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By Martin Graham
For Spectrum Magazine

Many times aging structures are 
viewed simply as old. We pass them 
every day without realizing the unique 
treasure that lies before us, such as the 
fountain in the Washington Cemetery.

Records indicate that this fountain 
was erected in 1892 and was originally 
situated on Section 4 of the Washing-
ton Cemetery where it could be seen by 
all entering the front gate. In 1904, it 
was moved to the lake area in the cen-
ter of the cemetery and was surrounded 
by gardens and walkways. It became 
the center for many activities, includ-
ing memorial celebrations and family 
outings.

The fountain was originally pur-
chased from the J.W. Fiske Company, 
perhaps after Washington residents saw 
a similar fountain in Lancaster. This 
fountain, a zinc structure, was pur-
chased for $3,215. It was installed and 
dedicated in the Lancaster community 
square in 1890. According to reports, 
the old fountain is a replica of a foun-
tain in Etain, France. Another copy is 
in Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada. It was 
installed and named the Diamond Jubi-
lee Fountain in honor of the years of 
Queen Victoria’s rule in Halifax.

Perhaps the Washington Cemetery 
Fountain was not a replica of another 
but an original specifically designed 
to grace our cemetery. The fountain’s 
restorer, Eleftherios Karkadoulias, 
was asked of his knowledge on Greek 
mythology, if he felt there was a mean-
ing to the figures on the fountain.

“In my opinion, the two bottom stat-
ues represent women who are mourn-
ing in grief for the loss of friends and 
relatives,” Karkadoulias said. “The 
three cherubs on the second level are 
the angels who are the messengers 
between the Lord and the women in 
mourning. The lady on the top of the 
fountain is soothing the pain of the 
women on the bottom by pouring sprin-
kling water on them. The lady can also 
be the “Lady of the Healing Water. The 
water is healing the wounds of the body 

and soul and nurtures the soul and the 
spirit of man.”

Over the years the pump wore out, 
the lake was filled in to save money in 
maintenance and the fountain fell into 
disrepair. The three cherubs which 
graced the second tier of the fountain 
disappeared and the urns situated on 
the basin were broken or missing. In 
short, the once proud fountain fell into 
terrible shape.

Very few of these early Fiske foun-
tains are known to have survived to 
this day. In fact, the Karkadoulias 
Bronze Art Company, which specializes 
in restoration of these fountains has 
acknowledged their awareness of only 
five similar fountains. After restoring 
the Lancaster fountain in 1986, the 
Karkadoulias Bronze Art Company 
then had the molds and specifications 
of the Washington Fountain to restore 
it to its original elegance.

The project of restoration was headed 
by the garden clubs of Fayette County. 
They were inspired by the restoration 
of the Judy Chapel by the Washington 
Club, and helped to raise the money for 
the restoration including a new base, 
walkway system and flower gardens.

In the spring of 2000 the local garden 
clubs took on the ambitious project of 
raising money for the restoration of 
the historic fountain. The structure 
once stood in the midst of a reflecting 
pool of water and along with the Judy 
Chapel and the Mausoleum created a 
unique environment for visitors to the 
cemetery.

The project began with the endorse-
ment and support of the Washington 
City Council which agreed to put 
the initial down payment of $20,000 
required to get the project under-
way. In June 2000, the fountain was 
disassembled and transported to the 
Karkadoulias Bronze Art Company in 
Cincinnati to be repaired for a cost of 
$94,500. Several years later the foun-
tain was returned where it continues to 
be viewed by residents year round.

The information found in this article 
was supplied thanks to the Washington 
Cemetery.

Washington Cemetery holds rare historical fountain

Courtesy photo
The fountain in Washington Cemetery in Washington C.H.
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By Robert Grim
For Spectrum Magazine

In the 1940’s and 50’s, one of the 
many businesses in Bloomingburg was 
the W. P. Noble Hardware store and 
John Deere Implement dealership.

Walter P. Noble owned several prop-
erties in the village, but his business 
on the southeast corner of Main and 
Union streets was probably his best 
known. The business included a hard-
ware store, Pure Oil Gas station, and 
a garage where he repaired the John 
Deere farm implements he sold.

In December 1948 the store was 
broken into by what a news reporter 
described as “yeggs.” The thieves 

broke into the safe at the store on a 
Wednesday night and stole an esti-
mated $1,500 or more in currency and 
left several thousands of dollars’ worth 
of checks scattered about the safe and 
floor.

The robbery followed a special sale 
held at the store that resulted in more 
than the usual amount of cash and 
checks being placed in the safe for the 
night.

Forcing a rear window, where foot-
prints were left, the pair of “yeggs” 
used a punch and sledge hammer to 
break the tumblers and force the safe 
door. It appeared a torch had been 
used in an attempt to burn into the 
safe, but this was discarded.

All the tools used in forcing the safe 
door were obtained from the garage in 
the rear of the building and were left in 
the room where the safe was located. 
An electric drill left by the “yeggs” 
could not be identified as having come 
from the garage.

Deputy Sheriff Guy Carter and 
Washington Court House Police Chief 

Vaiden Long investigated the robbery. 
Carter called for the mobile crime unit 
from the state prison farm to obtain 
fingerprints and other data. The unit 
was in Xenia where two safe jobs had 
occurred during that same night, pos-
sibly by the same persons who broke 
into the Noble safe. There is no record 
of the robbers ever being captured.

‘Yeggs’ loot store
W.P. Noble Hardware and John Deere Implement 
were thriving Bloomingburg businesses

Courtesy photo
Noble’s Hardware and John Deere Implement Store in Bloomingburg.
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By Robert Grim
For Spectrum Magazine

On the lawn of the Fayette County 
Court House sits a beautiful war 
memorial honoring the residents of 
Fayette County who gave their lives 
protecting the United States during 
World War II, Korea, and Vietnam.

Among the 75 names listed on the 
memorial’s bronze plaque for World 
War II is the name of Elmer E. Streit-
enberger, who is believed to be the first 
Fayette County soldier captured by the 
Japanese.

Private Streitenberger enlisted in 
the U. S. Army on Feb. 6, 1941. A few 
months later he was assigned to duty 
in the Philippines, where he was locat-
ed at Manila when the Japanese struck.

He was one of General Douglas 
MacArthur’s brave men who fought the 
Japanese until, through hunger, lack of 
ammunition and exhaustion, following 
the historic battle of Corregidor; they 
were forced to surrender on May 7, 
1942.

With other American and Allied pris-
oners he was imprisoned in a prison 
camp on Luzon, and from that time 
until when his parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
Jess Streitenberger were notified of his 
death in early 1945, they heard from 
him only two or three times.

On Oct. 11, 1944, a ship with 1,775 
American prisoners on board sailed 
from Manila as the Japanese attempted 
to move their prisoners to Korea. Pri-
vate Streitenberger was one of the pris-
oners aboard the Japanese ship.

The prison ships were not marked 
as such and appeared to American war 
vessels as Japanese freighters. On Oct. 
24, 1944 the ship Private Streitenberg-
er was on was sunk by a U. S. subma-
rine in the China Sea. Approximately 
1,765 American and Allied prisoners 
lost their lives, including Private Stre-
itenberger.

Of the total prisoners, five escaped 
in a small boat and reached the China 
coast 200 miles from the place of the 
sinking. Four others were picked up by 
the Japanese and held prisoner.

In addition to his parents who lived 
on Jamestown Road, Streitenberger 
was survived by two brothers, Carl, of 
Washington Court House, and Leroy of 
Chillicothe, and a sister Mrs. Kather-
ine Haines.

He served as president of the Bloom-
ingburg Lions Club, was a member of 
the Bloomingburg Masonic Lodge and 
served as Worthy Patron of Blooming-
burg Chapter 122 Order of the Eastern 
Star. He was active in the Lutheran 
Church and in 1951 he was appointed 
as one of the original members of the 
Bloomingburg Board of Trustees of 
Public Affairs to manage the new vil-
lage water system.

Upon retirement Biddle said, “Retire-
ment doesn’t mean that you just have 
to sit down and poke.” He certainly 
adhered to that philosophy. He contin-
ued his community activities, becom-
ing active in the Fayette County and 
Ohio Retired Teachers Associations 
and served on the Bloomingburg Board 
of Public Affairs again.

In 1974 he was recognized as a 
distinguished citizen of the state of 
Ohio by being selected to Who’s Who 
in Ohio. In 1976 he was elected to the 
Bloomingburg Hall of Fame.

Gilbert H. Biddle died from cancer 
on Oct. 24, 1978 at the age of 81. He 
was buried at the Glen Rest Memorial 
Estates Cemetery, Reynoldsburg, Ohio. 
His wife Mary Belle Biddle died at the 
age of 94 on Feb. 14, 2000 (Valentine’s 
Day) in Las Vegas, Nevada where she 
was living with her son Jack and his 
wife Judy. Her funeral was held in the 
Kirkpatrick Funeral Home in Washing-
ton Court House and she was buried at 
the Glen Rest Memorial Estates Cem-
etery in Reynoldsburg, Ohio.

Mary Belle Biddle, a graduate of The 
Ohio State University, retired in 1972 
after teaching 35 years in the Good 
Hope and Bloomingburg schools as a 
home economics teacher. She was a 
member of the Bloomingburg Forest 
Chapter of the Order of the Eastern 
Star and served two terms as Worthy 
Matron in the 1940’s, and in 1948 
served as Deputy Grand Matron of 
District 23 of the Order of the Eastern 
Star. In 1981 she was enshrined in the 
Bloomingburg Hall of Fame, joining 
Gilbert who was enshrined in 1976, 
making them the first husband and 
wife to be so enshrined.
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Educator

Courtesy photos
WWII War Memorial on the Courthouse Lawn.

Bronze plaque on the WWII Memorial bearing 
Elmer Streitenberger’s name.

County soldier suffers 
tragic death during WWII
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By Bev Mullen
For Spectrum Magazine

Everything is the same. Well, almost 
everything is the same. The coal stove, 
the phone booth, the wooden booths, 
the pool table. There is real history in 
the building, and yet, history is still 
being made there. It’s a fi xture in the 
community, and yet so many have never 
been there. Wait. This story is going in 
circles. Let’s start at the beginning.

In August of 1888, Mrs. Ada Smith 
purchased a parcel of land in Jasper 
Township, Fayette County, Ohio. A 
building was erected on the property 
in 1890. The property transferred from 
family member to family member. It was 
once known as Hooker’s Billiard’s and 
Renting Rooms. Minnie Smith Hooker 
and her husband Charles were the own-
ers. Minnie was the daughter of Mrs. 
Ada Smith.

On July 5, 1944, Mr. Arnett Kelley 
purchased the property and promptly 
named it Kelley’s Tavern. In 1944, there 
was still a jail in Milledgeville. Once a 
booming community, Milledgeville was 
slowly being reclaimed by the surround-
ing agricultural fi elds.

As Hooker’s, the business had been 
a raucous enterprise. Mr. Arnett had 
his family living with him in the tavern 
and after a number of years, fi nally got 
a handle on the rowdiness that would 
inevitably end with the front windows 
being broken. After one such incident, 
instead of replacing the windows, Kel-
ley just boarded up the front and it has 
stayed that way.

It is a family place. It was the origi-
nal convenience store. You could buy 
bologna, bread, ice cream, soda pop and 
candy. You could get a decent lunch and 
make a phone call, and always there was 
someone you knew in the tavern. And, it 
was the best place to stop on Halloween. 
For the past year, Mr. Tom Payton (Cen-
ter United Methodist Church) has been 
holding church services at the tavern on 
Monday nights. Just another example of 
how the tavern is still in the business of 
being part of the community.

Kelley was always generous to his 
community. He made donations to the 
schools and the churches. He might even 
be seen delivering groceries to home 
bound neighbors.

After 61 years of tending his tavern, 
Kelley died in 2005 at the age of 90.

Daughter, Nina Kelley, has always 
lived in the tavern. As a child, she was 
never allowed in the tavern. She remem-
bers as a child people coming and going. 
She remembers her father always being 
open to the public, 365 days a year.

Nina remembers her father closing the 

bar for an hour on Thanksgiving and 
Christmas so the family could celebrate 
together. Her father lived and breathed 
his tavern. “I think it’s what kept him 
alive all those years.” Nina remembers, 
around the age of 12, begging and plead-
ing with her father to close the tavern 
for Christmas, “Do it for me, pleeeasse,” 
she remembers asking. Kelley gave in to 
his daughter. Nina smiles at the memory, 
“He lasted until about noon and then 
went into the tavern and threw open the 
doors. He couldn’t stand it. He needed 
to be open.”

Upon Kelley’s death, Nina took over 
the business. She had been an integral 
part of the business for years, so there 
were no surprises. The hours have 
changed, but the coal stove still needs 
stoked regularly.

The wooden booths are still where 
they were built and the community still 
comes in, sits down and chats, just like 
always. The phone booth is still near the 
stove, but the phone has been long gone. 
The billiards table is still in the back and 

Everything as it was in the beginning
Kelley’s Tavern in 
Milledgeville was a 
community staple

Photos courtesy of Bev Mullen
Nina Kelley and her family have invested much time and energy into maintaining Kelley’s Tavern in 
Milledgeville. Pictured with Nina are Blake Pursley, Britton Bailey and Ian Rayburn.

See TAVERN | 23
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By Chris Hoppes
For Spectrum Magazine

The 2014-15 high school basketball 
season marked a major milestone in the 
life of one of the most beloved figures in 
the history of Miami Trace High School 
and Fayette County, Tom “Chatter” Har-
ris.

At the final home game of the season, 
against the Washington Blue Lions, Har-
ris was recognized by athletic director 
Aaron Hammond just before the tip-off. 
Harris received a standing ovation from 
the Panther faithful and a warm round of 
applause from many of the folks rooting 
for the Blue Lions.

At the end-of-season sports banquet 
at Miami Trace, Harris was recognized 
with a commemorative plaque from the 
high school and certificates from Ohio 
Secretary of State, Jon Husted, as well 
as the Ohio State Senate, and local State 
Senator, Bob Peterson.

When Hammond called Harris to step 
out onto center court, Hammond said, 
“You didn’t think we were going to let 
you get by 50 years without honoring 
you,” Harris recalled. “I said, ‘Well, it’s 
about the kids.’”

Harris received a plaque at the recent 
MT sports banquet.

It reads: “Presented to Tom ‘Chatter’ 
Harris, in recognition of 50 years of ser-
vice to the Miami Trace boys basketball 
program.”

Harris, a 1965 graduate of Miami 
Trace High School, attended Blooming-
burg High School as a freshman, followed 
by three years at Miami Trace.

“Time just flies by,” Harris said. 
“When you’re working with young peo-
ple, it’s just great. The kids are just great 
to be around and they keep you young.”

Another of the ways Harris has helped 
the young people flowing through the 
halls at Miami Trace was through the 
Fellowship of Christian Athletes, which 
went on a hiatus this school year after 34 
years.

“(The Fellowship of Christian Ath-
letes) began (at Miami Trace) in 1980,” 
Harris said. The FCA did not function 
this year at MTHS due to the student-
athletes having such busy schedules, 
according to Harris. He did not rule out 
a return of the FCA in the future.

Harris received a certificate of com-
mendation from the Secretary of State.

It reads: “By the authority of Secretary 
of State, Jon Husted, the 53rd Ohio Sec-
retary of State, presents this Certificate 
of Commendation. It is my privilege 
to recognize and commend you for 50 
years of service to the Miami Trace Local 
School District as the scorebook-keeper. 
This Certificate of Commendation is 
tendered on behalf of the people of the 
State of Ohio as a small token of their 
gratitude and sincere admiration for your 
exemplary work.

“Through hard work and dedication, 
you have earned this recognition. You 
are hereby acknowledged for your com-
mitment to your community here in the 
State of Ohio. Your unwavering adher-

ence to Miami Trace athletics is a testa-
ment to your loyalty and commitment 
and should serve as an inspiration to oth-
ers for what can be achieved with such 
hard work and dedication.

“As Ohio’s 53rd Secretary of State, it 
is my honor and unique distinction to 
recognize and commend you on your 50 
years of service. May your good and hon-
orable work continue to stand as a mea-
sure for those who follow, inspiring them 
to believe in and work for the betterment 
of the lives of the people and the commu-
nities throughout the State of Ohio.”

Signed, Jon Husted, Ohio Secretary of 
State, Feb. 19, 2015.

Harris was also honored by the Gen-
eral Assembly of the State of Ohio.

The text of that declaration reads: 
“The Ohio Senate, honoring Tom Har-
ris for years of service, on behalf of the 
members of the Senate of the 131st Gen-
eral Assembly of Ohio, we are pleased to 
extend special recognition to Tom Har-
ris for 50 years of service to the Miami 
Trace Local School District.

“Throughout your years of volunteer-
ing with the Miami Trace High School 
Athletic Department, you have dem-
onstrated an unwavering dedication to 
performing your duties and fulfilling 
your responsibilities with the utmost 
efficiency and competence. You have 
been a scorebook-keeper for the Panthers 
for five decades, and you also serve as 
inventory management specialist for the 
athletic boosters.

“Also, sincere and energetic in your 
approach to your work, you have given 
freely of your time and abilities far 
beyond what was required or expected. 
You have displayed a genuine commit-
ment to obtaining the myriad goals of the 
athletic department and the boosters in 
a skillful and professional manner. The 
enthusiasm and the expertise you have 
shown in your endeavors have earned 
you the respect and admiration of all 
those with whom you have been associ-
ated.”

The proclamation concluded: “You 
have the satisfaction of knowing that 
you have provided a valuable service to 
the community and have established a 
record of achievement that will stand as 
a hallmark for others to emulate. Thus 
with great pleasure, we congratulate you 
on your years of service and salute you as 
one of Ohio’s finest citizens.”

Signed, Keith Faber, President of the 
Ohio Senate and Bob Peterson, 17th 
Senatorial District.

Harris knew he was going to be recog-
nized by the Panthers at their winter ban-
quet, but was unaware of the recognition 
that came from the General Assembly.

“I started to cry as soon as I saw that,” 
Harris said. “I’m a softy.”

Harris has been a member of the 
Miami Trace Athletic Boosters for over 
30 years, serving several terms as that 
body’s treasurer. Harris was inducted 
into the Miami Trace Athletic Boosters 
Hall of Fame in 1990.

Harris was asked about his involve-
ment with Miami Trace athletics looking 
forward.

“I hope to keep stats again for the 
football team this year,” Harris said. “If 

MT legend receives accolades
‘Chatter’ Harris honored 
for half-century of service

Chris Hoppes | Spectrum photo
Tom “Chatter” Harris holds two honors he received from the Ohio Secretary of State, Jon Husted and the 
Ohio State Senate.

See HONORED | 22
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the Lord is willing.” Harris has been the 
statistician for the Miami Trace football 
team for the past 47 seasons.

Harris has further served as the team 
chaplain down through the years, hud-
dling with the team before and after over 
470 varsity football games.

“Mr. Hammond told me I had to go 
another 30 years,” Harris said. “I told 
him, if I have to stay another 30 years, 
you have to stay on as athletic director.

“I received a very nice letter from our 
superintendent, Mr. (David) Lewis,” 
Harris said. “He said he’s expecting 
another 50 years out of me.”

Harris has also recently received letters 
from former student-athletes who gradu-
ated years ago, congratulating him on his 
50th anniversary.

“No matter where I go, people say, 
‘There goes that celebrity,’” Harris said. 
“I’m not a celebrity, I’m just me. I’m what 
the good Lord made me.”

Though not the tallest of men in physi-
cal stature, Harris stands as a veritable 

giant, however humble, thanks to a 
half-century of dedicated service to 
the young people of Fayette County.

During the fi rst couple of seasons of 
the Miami Trace basketball team, the 
Panthers played at the former Bloom-
ingburg High School gymnasium 
while the new high school was under 
construction.

Harris, then in the eighth grade, 
attended all the team’s games and 
sometimes their practice sessions, 
prior to becoming the team manager 
upon entering the ninth grade.

There was a player on the team, 
Bob Hatfi eld, who noticed young Har-
ris, just talking away.

“Bob was on the fi rst team in the 
early ’60s,” Harris said. “I was out 
there one day at practice and, I guess 
he felt I talked a lot. He said, ‘All you 
do is chatter.’ And that’s been my 
name ever since.”

Harris worked for the Fayette Coun-
ty Memorial Hospital for 30 years, 
retiring in 1996.

He has worked part time for the 
Morrow Funeral Home for the past 40 
years.

From page 21

Honored

By John Leland
For Spectrum Magazine

In 1905, a year before Fayette 
County’s legendary pacer Major Mal-
low fi rst stepped onto the racetrack, the 
“Columbus Dispatch” called the trotter 
Glenwood M. the “best racehorse ever 
bred in Fayette County.”

Foaled in 1899, Glenwood M. was 
bred by Charles W. Mark, a local horse-
man who lived near Jasper Mills. Mark 
was a farmer, who operated a Standard-
bred nursery he called the Glendon 
Stock Farm. A perceptive observer of 
the Fayette County scene once remarked 
that “Charley Mark was a good farmer, 
a shrewd and capable horseman, and a 
clever salesman who sold many horses 
at a handsome profi t.”

As measured by money earned and 
races won in fast time, Glenwood M. 
was the most successful offspring of 
Bobby Burns, Fayette County’s well 
known sire of harness horses in the 
1890s and the early 20th century.

Because Glenwood M. was frail and 
undersized at birth, Mark sold him with 
his dam Nelly Bly in 1899 to Richard 
Sollars, a Fayette County farmer. When 

the colt matured and began looking like 
a racehorse, Mark repurchased him two 
years later at a public sale for $235.

The Bobby Burns colt raced only 
twice in 1902 at the age of 3 and placed 
third on both occasions. When a 4-year-
old in 1903, he won four of the eleven 
races he trotted on half-mile tracks in 
New York, Ohio, and West Virginia.

Glenwood M.’s exceptional ability as a 
racehorse became evident in 1904, when 
he fi nished fi rst in nine races and 28 
heats at Ohio’s county fairs. Then, in the 
autumn of 1904, Mark sold the horse for 
$6,000 to the Toledo trainer Joe Gaha-
gan, who bought him for the Mitchell 
brothers of Findlay, Ohio.

Glenwood M.’s banner year was 1905 
when, as a 6-year-old, he won fi ve of 
the eight multi-heat races he contested 
on the mile tracks for large purses. The 
victories came at Detroit, Providence, 
Columbus, Cincinnati, and Lexington.

At Detroit on July 27, 1905, Glenwood 
M. raced for the fi rst time on a mile 
track. With Joe Gahagan in the sulky, 
the horse won a $1,500 race in three 
straight heats with his fastest heat timed 

Looking Back:
The Story of Glenwood M.

Photo courtesy of Kurt Coil
Charles Mark and Glenwood M.

See GLENWOOD | 24



SPECTRUMWashington Court House Record Herald March 3, 2016        23

     We offer complete auto repair and maintenance 
services to keep your car running like new today and 
down the road.
     We hope you never need our collision repair services, 
but if you do, we promise to take great care of you with 
excellent repair work and customer service. Our 
knowledgeable, certified technicians and friendly, 
professional office staff are at your service.  
     We’re a family-owned business with a reputation 
for honest work and fair prices. Come see us today 
for service you can trust.

Full Service Automotive Repair
24-Hr. Towing 740-335-3630

1406 US 22 NW, Washington C.H.   
 (740) 335-8344

YOUR FAMILY’S SAFETY IS OUR #1 PRIORITY

and 
Emergency

Road 
Service

Over 50 Years of Service to Fayette County

BELL’S TOWING
1406 U.S. 22 NW
 Washington C.H.

(740) 335-3630

40842500

WCH_Spectrum23

Photos courtesy of Bev Mullen
Kelley’s Tavern, a longtime gathering place for Milledgeville residents.

the pool sticks still hang on the wall and 
everywhere there are beer signs. Nina 
says, somewhat quietly, “The tavern 
has never been mine. It’s just like it was 
when Dad died, except for the TV, it’s 
color now.”

This is not a point of contention 
with the current owner. Nina loved and 
respected her father. Nina also loves the 
tavern. She has her own way with the 
community. If someone is in need, it 
may be Nina leading the effort to allevi-
ate the situation. Nina is a walking his-
tory of Milledgeville and everyone who 
comes through the door is still family.

However, time has taken its toll. 
Health and financial issues are a reality. 
This article is Nina’s notice to all: the 
tavern is now closed for business.

“I thank everyone for being so good 
to my family. It has been a good go. If 
I were younger and healthier, I would 
stay!”

Nina will continue to live at the tavern. 

She has yet to decide about the contents 
of the building and still is not sure on 
which path she will find her future. But 
she knows it will be in her community 

and those interested will still be able to 
visit the historic location.

Just as her father’s business became 
a pivot point for the community, so has 

Nina become a driving force for keeping 
the village together as a family.

Everything is the same….well almost. 
See ya, Nina.

From page 20

Tavern
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in 2:08¼. Before this initial appearance 
on a mile track, Glenwood M. had never 
trotted a winning mile in a time better 
than 2:17¼.

The “Horse Review,” the foremost turf 
journal of the day, described Glenwood 
M. as “a glossy, nut-brown horse with 
black legs and a long, full black tail.” He 
was built like a coach horse, wore elbow 
boots, and trotted with a lot of front 
action. He carried his head to the right 
when scoring, as did many other horses 

fi rst schooled on the two-lap ovals, but 
he trotted “straight as a gun barrel” 
after clearing the fi rst turn of the mile 
tracks.

In early September 1905, a wealthy 
Boston sportsman named Ralph Wil-
liams purchased Glenwood M. from the 
Mitchell brothers for $14,000. Williams 
sent the horse to Lon McDonald, an 
Indianapolis-based trainer-driver, who is 
enshrined as an “Immortal” in the Har-
ness Racing Museum and Hall of Fame 
at Goshen, New York.

On September 19, 1905, Glenwood 
M. fi nished fi rst in the $10,000 Hoster 
Brewery Stake at the Columbus Driving 
Park on Livingston Ave. in Ohio’s capi-

tal city. Many Fayette Countians were 
there that day to cheer the homebred 
trotter to victory.

In October 1905, Glenwood M. won a 
heat at Lexington, Kentucky in 2:07¼, 
making him the fastest trotting stallion 
of 1905. He was also the leading money-
winning trotting stallion of 1905 with 
earnings of $8,225. Glenwood M. won 
21 of the 37 heats he contested in 1905; 
he was second in ten heats and fi nished 
third in four others.

Glenwood M. did not race in 1906 and 
was retired from the racetrack. In 1907, 
Ralph Williams sold his horse to Count 
Josef Potocki of Galvylaen, Austria. 
The Fayette County-bred stallion soon 

became an important sire of trotters 
owned and raced in the Austro-Hungari-
an Empire and Czarist Russia.

In 1913, Glenwood M.’s son Ibikus 
won the Austrian Derby at the Trabren-
nbahn Krieau racecourse in Vienna. The 
derby was Europe’s most prestigious 
trotting race.

Glenwood M. was the fi rst Fayette 
County racehorse to achieve national 
fame. Many other outstanding trotters 
and pacers from Fayette County have 
followed in his footsteps. They include, 
but are not limited to, Major Mal-
low, Tim S., Hodgen, Floating Dream, 
Speedy Count, and Jerry the First.

From page 22

Glenwood

By Robert Grim
For Spectrum Magazine

In early April 1944, two prominent 
Madison County farmers from near 
Lafayette were passing by the Bloom-
ingburg Cemetery on their way home 
when they stole one of the heavy iron 
gates to the cemetery entrance.

When the gate was found to be 
missing, Fayette County Sheriff 
W. H. Icenhower was notifi ed and 
started in search of the offenders. He 
soon picked up a clue that took him 
near Lafayette where he contacted a 
wealthy farmer and another man who 
had been near the cemetery about the 

time the gate was stolen.
The men admitted having removed 

the gate, but said they did so as a joke 
on a boy traveling with them. They 
said they told the boy they were going 
to take the gate away and “let the dead 
people out of the cemetery.”

The men said they hauled the gate 
up the road a short distance and 
dumped it off. When the men real-
ized the seriousness of their act they 
got busy and started looking for the 
gate in an effort to avoid prosecution. 
Unfortunately, they never found it. 
There is no record of the men being 
prosecuted; presumably they paid for 
the gate.

E� ort to release the dead fails

Courtesy photo
This was the main entrance to the Bloomingburg Cemetery 100 years ago.
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By Sarah Nichols
For Spectrum Magazine

Fayette County libraries, like all good 
libraries, live and breathe. Our story 
has had many authors, all with the same 
goal: Provide our community with access 
to resources for information, education, 
and recreation.

Our county’s libraries began 125 years 
ago, on May 25, 1891. It was on this date 
Washington Court House City Council 
established the first free public library 
and reading room. This reading room 
shifted from place to place (at one point, 
it was located over the old fire station) 
over several years. Mr. Mills Gardner 
was president of council at the time, 
and he worked to secure funding for the 
library through a half-mill tax levy on 
real and personal property in the city.

In May of 1898, Mr. A. S. Ballard was 
appointed to the library board, and his 
efforts led to the construction of our 
present building. He worked to pass a 
bond issue to buy the land where the 

library now stands, and then immedi-
ately sent building plans to the Carnegie 
Foundation for approval. The Founda-
tion gave $15,500 toward the building, 
which was started in 1903 and finished 
in 1904 at a total cost of $25,000. Under 
the terms of the Carnegie grant, the city 
had to provide at least $1,550 per year 
toward the library’s expenses. The DAR 
and the Browning Club donated money 
for furniture and shelves, and the Ceci-
lian Club donated a grandfather clock, 
which still keeps time by the fireplace.

Our library in Washington Court 
House has seen four building addi-
tions and much refurbishing over the 
past centuries, including a genealogy/
reference wing (1978), an elevator and 
new restrooms (1990), and a new back 
entrance and parking lot (1998). The 
front entrance was restored to its origi-
nal grandeur in 2000, with the beautiful 
steps leading up to the doorway. In 2008, 
a renovation and restoration project 
unveiled the library’s original stained 
glass dome and brought together the 
library’s interior in a warm and welcom-
ing way. With every construction project, 
the library board has worked to maintain 
the integrity and appearance of the origi-
nal building.

Library service began in Jeffersonville 
in the 1930s with book deposit stations 
and a bookmobile service provided by 
the State Library of Ohio. This service 
was discontinued in 1983 and with help 
from community leaders and volunteers, 
the Carnegie Public Library in Wash-
ington Court House established the 
Jeffersonville Branch Library in April of 
1985 in a vacant office space donated 
by Fayette County Bank (later Security 
National Bank). Over time, the library’s 

collection and needs grew too large for 
this space. In 2003, a new library build-
ing opened at 8 N. Main Street in Jeffer-
sonville, where it remains today.

Our library’s collection of materials has 
expanded and evolved over the years. In 
1910, the library contained 6,265 vol-
umes. Now, as a member of the Serving 
Every Ohioan Library Center consor-
tium, our patrons have access to over 

Make Reading a Family Tradition

Carnegie Public Library Serving all of Fayette County
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Join the story at your library
County’s libraries
began 125 years ago

Courtesy photo
The dome of the Carnegie Public Library.

Courtesy photo
This photo shows the front entrance of the Carnegie Public Library in Washington C.H.

See LIBRARY | 33
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By John Leland
For Spectrum Magazine

In the closing days of 1944, the 
Record-Herald reported that approxi-
mately 2,000 men and women from Fay-
ette County were serving in the Armed 
Forces to help win World War II. Mean-
while, those who remained behind on 
the home front were making their own 
contributions toward achieving Allied 
victories in Europe and the Pacifi c.

In Fayette County and elsewhere, an 
important activity for supporting the 
troops was collecting scarce war-essen-
tial materials such as tin, metal, rubber, 
and paper for recycling.

By the autumn of 1944, there was 
a critical shortage of waste paper to 
reprocess into cardboard containers for 
ammunition, medical supplies, K rations, 
and other military materiel. To help 
overcome the shortage, the War Produc-
tion Board (WPB) created a nationwide 
Paper Trooper program that enabled 
grade school students to advance in rank 
and earn badges, chevrons, and certifi -
cates of merit based upon the quantity 
of newspapers, magazines, and miscella-
neous paper they collected for recycling. 
The WPB called the children “Paper 
Troopers” to give them a connection 
with the courageous paratroopers of the 
Army Air Forces who parachuted behind 
enemy lines.

Beginning in October 1944, the fi ve 
grade schools of Washington C. H. set 
aside some time every week for their 
pupils to bring waste paper to school 
and prepare it for trucking to paper mills 

in Chillicothe.
A youngster needed to gather only 10 

pounds of paper to earn a Paper Trooper 
badge. Those who salvaged 100 pounds 
received a chevron, while the boys and 
girls who brought in 500 pounds were 
awarded a certifi cate of merit. Eastside, 
Central, Sunnyside, Rose Avenue, and 
Cherry Hill jockeyed for bragging rights. 
Each school designated a champion 
paper collector for the week and month.

The grade school pupils of Washing-
ton C. H. enthusiastically answered the 
WPB’s call for waste paper. During one 
week in October 1944, the youngsters at 
Sunnyside collected 8,150 pounds worth, 
prompting the Record-Herald to observe: 
“Every room in the school was a human 
beehive of activity, with practically every 
pupil participating.” A short time later, 
Lillian Taylor, the principal at Central 
School, reported that “her children had 
worked like beavers to collect 8,820 
pounds of scrap paper.” The principals 
at Eastside, Cherry Hill, Sunnyside, and 
Rose Avenue told similar stories.

In January 1945, the children at East-
side hauled in a mind-boggling 11,555 
pounds of waste paper. This was the larg-
est amount collected in a single month 
at any of the fi ve schools. Little wonder 
that Grover Gault, the school’s custodi-
an, felt obliged to boast that “Eastside’s 
students could take on the whole city.”

Every boy and girl who salvaged 500 
pounds of scrap paper became a member 
of the “500 Club.” Youngsters in the 
“500 Club” were given a tour of the high 
school by A. B. Murray, superintendent 
of the city schools. In groups of 20 or 
30 students, Murray showed the “500 
Clubers” the high school’s library, shops, 
and laboratories and then treated them 
to lunch in the cafeteria.

By April 1945, the urgency of the 
paper shortage had abated, and in 

Washington C. H., the responsibility for 
collecting waste paper passed from the 
Paper Troopers to the Boy Scouts. By 
the time the program ended, dozens of 
the city’s boys and girls belonged to the 
“500 Club,” and virtually every grade 
school pupil had earned a badge. Diana 
Everhart, a fi rst-grader at Central School, 
was the grand champion Trooper with 
1,098 pounds of paper collected.

The Paper Trooper program enabled 
the children of Washington C. H. to 
make a personal contribution to winning 
the war and take pride in doing so. It is 
just one example of how during World 
War II, the men, women, and children of 
Fayette County supported their soldiers, 
sailors, and airmen who served and 
fought in faraway places to preserve the 
county’s way of life.

Looking Back: The ‘Paper Troopers’ of World War II

Courtesy photo
The Paper Trooper badge

Courtesy photo
Some Paper Troopers at the old Eastside School playground in Washington C.H.
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By Robert Grim
For Spectrum Magazine

No crime in Fayette County history 
has attracted more nation-wide attention 
than the county’s first triple murder that 
occurred on Wednesday night, Nov. 24, 
1943.

The crime took place 
Thanksgiving eve about 
five miles from Washing-
ton Court House on Dill 
Road at the farm of Elmer 
McCoy. McCoy was in the 
barn on his farm when he 
was shot in the back of 
the head with a .38 caliber 
pistol. His body was found 

wedged between a feed mixing machine 
and the barn wall.

His daughter, Miss Mildred McCoy, 
who recently graduated from The Ohio 
State University, was found near her car 
in the driveway with a .38 caliber bullet 
wound to the head. Elmer McCoy’s wife, 
Forrest McCoy, was found dead on the 
porch of their home with a .38 caliber 
head wound, plus she had been shot sev-
eral times with a .32 caliber pistol.

The bodies of the three McCoy family 
members were discovered on Thanksgiv-
ing Day by farm hand Dewey Clayton 
when he reported for work. Based on 
information from neighbors and infor-
mation from Mrs. McCoy’s sister, Mrs. 
James W. Collett, who lived near Wilm-
ington and had planned to have Thanks-
giving dinner with the McCoys, Fayette 
County Sheriff W. H. Icenhower soon 
suspected James W. Collett of the crime; 
even though the sheriff could not locate 
the murder weapons.

The Cox and Parrett Funeral Home in 
Washington Court House conducted the 
funeral for all three victims at the Grace 
Methodist Church and all three members 
of the McCoy family were buried in a 
single grave at the Bloomingburg Cem-
etery.

Rumors circulated that Collett had hid-
den the murder weapons in one of the 
caskets during the funeral. The Fayette 
County Prosecutor, John B. Hill, decided 
that an autopsy should be done on the 
bodies, so on Jan. 7, 1944 all three bod-

ies were exhumed for an autopsy, which 
was done at the Cox and Parrett Funeral 
Home. No guns were found in the cas-
kets.

Collett proclaimed his innocence, but 
the sheriff took him to Toledo where 
he underwent a lie detector test. While 
there he confessed to killing Elmer 
McCoy during an argument over back 
rent of about $13,000 that James Collett 
claimed McCoy owed Mrs. Collett. He 
said he had no recollection of killing the 
two women. Collett signed a written con-
fession. On their return to Fayette Coun-
ty, in the presence of Sheriff Icenhower, 
Collett told his 29-year-old son, Thomas 
Collett, that he killed Elmer, but had no 
recollection of killing the women.

Collett’s trial for all three murders 
began in March, 1944 in the Fayette 
County Court of Common Pleas with 
Judge H. M. Rankin presiding. Nine 
men and three women were selected for 
the jury. They were: Fred H. Coffman, 
farmer; Ellsworth Vannorsdall, farmer; 
C. A. Dunton, wool buyer; R. O. Horne, 
grocer; John W. Chase, retired farmer; 
Mrs. Carol Pumphrey, housewife; Mrs. 
Edith Forsythe, school teacher, house-
wife; Mrs. Mary Pond, housewife; M. L. 
Lyons, garage owner; Frank Rothrock, 
farmer; Charles U. Armstrong, insurance 
and real estate agent; and Howard Bing-
man, insurance agent. D. E. Mulvlhill, 
farmer was selected as an alternate juror.

Collett was represented during the 
trial by three attorneys: Allan Smith, 
Charles Kirk and chief counsel James 
Linton. Collett testified that he was inno-
cent and that he signed the confession 
under duress. However, his son Thomas 
testified that Collett told him that he 

killed Elmer McCoy during an argument 
over the back rent money.

Throughout the trial, newspapers 
throughout the nation gave prominence 
to the crime second only to the war 
news, and several special writers for the 
Associated Press, United Press and other 
news agencies covered developments of 
the trial and the crime.

On March 10, 1944, the jury returned 
its verdict. The common pleas court 
room was packed to capacity with spec-
tators, and dozens of people crowded 
into the corridor to get a glimpse of 
Collett. The jury found him guilty of 
murdering all three of the McCoy family 
members and Judge Rankin announced 
he would pass sentence on March 29, 
1944. At that time he sentenced James 
W. Collett to die in the Ohio electric 
chair on July 26, 1944.

After four failed appeals, and the 
refusal of Ohio Governor Frank Laus-
che to intercede, James W. Collett died 
in the Ohio electric chair at the state 
penitentiary in Columbus on April 20, 
1945 after spending 13 months on death 

row. He contended to the end that he 
was innocent and was praying with a 
chaplain when the electrical current was 
turned on.

For his last meal Collett ordered pork 
chops, French fried potatoes, sliced 
tomatoes, peach pie, ice cream, lemon-
ade, bread and butter, coffee with cream 
and sugar and cigars.

His wife and son did not attend the 
execution. However, in addition to the 
necessary prison personnel, nine spec-
tators witnessed the execution. They 
included Columbus newspaper men, 
Fayette County Sheriff Orland Hays (he 
replaced Sheriff Icenhower in January, 
1945); and Washington Court House 
Chief of Police D. V. Long. Sheriff Hays’ 
wife, who was a deputy sheriff, was 
turned down on the grounds it would 
break a precedent. No women were 
allowed at the execution of a man.

A private funeral with immediate fam-
ily was held at the Arthur Funeral Home 
in Wilmington and Collett was buried at 
Miami Cemetery in Corwin in Warren 
County just over the Clinton County line.

Triple murder brings national attention to county

Courtesy photo
McCoy family shortly before they were murdered. Left to right: Elmer McCoy, daughter Miss Mildred 
McCoy and Mrs. Forrest McCoy.

Courtesy photo
The McCoy barn where Elmer was murdered.

Mildred McCoy
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FOUR LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU: 1401 LEESBURG AVENUE
WASHINGTON C.H.

I-71 & US RT. 35 NW
JEFFERSONVILLE

280 ELM STREET
WASHINGTON C.H.

102W.WASHINGTON ST.
JAMESTOWN

Drive-thru open 24 Hrs., Leesburg Avenue & Jeffersonville locations only.
Join our team…apply at www.mcohio.com/5361Drive-thru open

24 Hrs.
Leesburg Avenue
& Jeffersonville
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SUPPORTING OUR YOUTH IN ATHLETICS AND COMMUNITY EVENTS FOR OVER 30 YEARS

McDONALD’S OF FAYETTE COUNTY AND JAMESTOWN 
GIVING BACK TO OUR COMMUNITY SINCE 1974.

MCBREAK FOR BREAKFAST 
Fayette County Memorial Hospital (FCMH) and McDonald’s of 
Washington Court House hosted their first McBreak for Breakfast 
to support Breast Cancer Awareness and raise funds for the FCMH 
Foundation.

PINK PARTNERSHIP FCMH
Nick Epifano, owner/operator of McDonald’s of Fayette 
County, and Chelsie Horsnby, FCMH Director of Marketing and 
Foundation, promote the “Happy Meals that Help” campaign 
which was held in support of the FCMH Foundation. 

MCDONALDS HOLIDAY TOURNAMENT LINEUP
The plans for the annual McDonald’s Holiday Basketball 
Tournament were wrapping up! On Monday, Dec. 14, athletic 
directors from Miami Trace, Greeneview, London and Madison 
Plains met with McDonald’s of Fayette County and Jamestown 
owner and operator Nick Epifano, to finalize plans for the event.

FALL SPORTS ATHLETES
McDonald’s of Fayette County and Jamestown honored Fall 
Sports athletes from Miami Trace, Washington Court House and 
Fayette Christian Schools. Each of the athletes was interviewed 
by Randy Young on WCHO radio. MADD Red Ribbon

The 2015 MADD Red Ribbon Campaign Kick-off for Fayette 
County was held at the Jeffersonville McDonald’s restaurant. 
This campaign, which is called “Tie One on for Safety,” is 
MADD’s longest running public awareness campaign.

2015 McDONALD’S FAYETTE COUNTY CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 
The Washington Blue Lions vs. Miami Trace Panthers varsity football 
game wrapped up the 2015 season on Friday, Oct. 30. Above, Nick 
Epifano, center, owner and operator of McDonald’s of Fayette County 
and Jamestown, is joined by WHS Athletic Director Jon Creamer, at 
left and MTHS Athletic Director Aaron Hammond, who gathered to 
talk a bit about the annual Fayette County rivalry game. Epifano 
sponsors the McDonald’s Fayette County Championship trophy.

6th Annual Fayette Christian School Golf Outing
Sponsor Nick Epifano, owner of McDonald’s of Fayette 
County and Jamestown, is joined by Pastor Tony Garren 
to announce the sixth annual Fayette Christian School 
golf tournament.

FCMH Foundation receives donation
Fayette County Memorial Hospital (FCMH) Foundation 
board members received a check in the amount of $1,500 
from Nick Epifano, owner and operator of Fayette County 
McDonald’s. The donation was made possible from the 
Happy Meals That Help campaign. 

McDONALD’S 2015 ALL-TOURNAMENT BOYS TEAM McDonald’s 
of Fayette County and Jamestown recognized the 2015 McDonald’s 
Holiday Tournament Boys All-Tournament team.

MCDONALD’S FAYETTE COUNTY CHAMPIONS
Steve Bartlett (front left) and his Miami Trace varsity football team were 
presented with the McDonald’s Fayette County Championship trophy. 
Fayette County McDonald’s franchise owner Nick Epifano (front right) 
presented the trophy to the Panthers.

GROUNDHOG DAY BREAKFAST
McDonald’s of Fayette County and Jamestown once again 
helped make the annual Groundhog Day Breakfast a success, 
serving as the corporate sponsor of the event. 

2015 McDONALD’S HOLIDAY TOURNAMENT GIRLS 
ALL-TOURNAMENT TEAM 

McDonald’s of Fayette County and Jamestown recognized the 
2015 McDonald’s Holiday Tournament Girls All-Tournament team. 

2015 MADD “TIE ONE ON FOR SAFETY” CAMPAIGN KICK-OFF
Nick Epifano, owner of McDonald’s of Fayette County and 
Jamestown hosted the kick-off for the MADD Red Ribbon “Tie 
One on for Safety” campaign along with Susie Young and Local 
Sheriff’s Deputy. 

27th annual McDonald’s/Miami Trace Invitational Wrestling Tournament
The Miami Trace wrestling team continued a long tradition of winning the 
McDonald’s/Miami Trace Invitational, as they bested a field of 13 other 
teams to capture the 2016 title.

40840699

2015 McDONALD’S HOLIDAY TOURNAMENT GIRLS CHAMPIONS
McDonald’s of Fayette County and Jamestown recognized Miami 
Trace Lady Panthers as the 2015 McDonald’s Holiday Tournament 
Girls Champions. 

CHECK PRESENTATION TO SUPERINTENDENTS
Nick Epifano, owner/operator of McDonald’s of Fayette County and 
Jamestown presented Miami Trace and Washington Court House 
Superintendents each with a $500 Annual McDonald’s Scholarship.

2015 McDONALD’S HOLIDAY TOURNAMENT BOYS CHAMPIONS 
McDonald’s of Fayette County and Jamestown recognized 
Miami Trace Panthers as the 2015 McDonald’s Holiday 
Tournament Boys Champions.

CHECK PRESENTATION TO ATHLETIC BOOSTERS
Nick Epifano, owner/operator of McDonald’s of Fayette County 
and Jamestown presented Miami Trace and Washington Court 
House Athletic Boosters each with a $250 donation.

CHECK PRESENTATION TO BAND BOOSTERS
Nick Epifano, owner/operator of McDonald’s of Fayette County and 
Jamestown presented Miami Trace and Washington Court House Band 
Boosters each with a $250 donation. 

WCH_Spectrum28
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SUPPORTING OUR YOUTH IN ATHLETICS AND COMMUNITY EVENTS FOR OVER 30 YEARS

McDONALD’S OF FAYETTE COUNTY AND JAMESTOWN 
GIVING BACK TO OUR COMMUNITY SINCE 1974.

MCBREAK FOR BREAKFAST 
Fayette County Memorial Hospital (FCMH) and McDonald’s of 
Washington Court House hosted their first McBreak for Breakfast 
to support Breast Cancer Awareness and raise funds for the FCMH 
Foundation.

PINK PARTNERSHIP FCMH
Nick Epifano, owner/operator of McDonald’s of Fayette 
County, and Chelsie Horsnby, FCMH Director of Marketing and 
Foundation, promote the “Happy Meals that Help” campaign 
which was held in support of the FCMH Foundation. 

MCDONALDS HOLIDAY TOURNAMENT LINEUP
The plans for the annual McDonald’s Holiday Basketball 
Tournament were wrapping up! On Monday, Dec. 14, athletic 
directors from Miami Trace, Greeneview, London and Madison 
Plains met with McDonald’s of Fayette County and Jamestown 
owner and operator Nick Epifano, to finalize plans for the event.

FALL SPORTS ATHLETES
McDonald’s of Fayette County and Jamestown honored Fall 
Sports athletes from Miami Trace, Washington Court House and 
Fayette Christian Schools. Each of the athletes was interviewed 
by Randy Young on WCHO radio. MADD Red Ribbon

The 2015 MADD Red Ribbon Campaign Kick-off for Fayette 
County was held at the Jeffersonville McDonald’s restaurant. 
This campaign, which is called “Tie One on for Safety,” is 
MADD’s longest running public awareness campaign.

2015 McDONALD’S FAYETTE COUNTY CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 
The Washington Blue Lions vs. Miami Trace Panthers varsity football 
game wrapped up the 2015 season on Friday, Oct. 30. Above, Nick 
Epifano, center, owner and operator of McDonald’s of Fayette County 
and Jamestown, is joined by WHS Athletic Director Jon Creamer, at 
left and MTHS Athletic Director Aaron Hammond, who gathered to 
talk a bit about the annual Fayette County rivalry game. Epifano 
sponsors the McDonald’s Fayette County Championship trophy.

6th Annual Fayette Christian School Golf Outing
Sponsor Nick Epifano, owner of McDonald’s of Fayette 
County and Jamestown, is joined by Pastor Tony Garren 
to announce the sixth annual Fayette Christian School 
golf tournament.

FCMH Foundation receives donation
Fayette County Memorial Hospital (FCMH) Foundation 
board members received a check in the amount of $1,500 
from Nick Epifano, owner and operator of Fayette County 
McDonald’s. The donation was made possible from the 
Happy Meals That Help campaign. 

McDONALD’S 2015 ALL-TOURNAMENT BOYS TEAM McDonald’s 
of Fayette County and Jamestown recognized the 2015 McDonald’s 
Holiday Tournament Boys All-Tournament team.

MCDONALD’S FAYETTE COUNTY CHAMPIONS
Steve Bartlett (front left) and his Miami Trace varsity football team were 
presented with the McDonald’s Fayette County Championship trophy. 
Fayette County McDonald’s franchise owner Nick Epifano (front right) 
presented the trophy to the Panthers.

GROUNDHOG DAY BREAKFAST
McDonald’s of Fayette County and Jamestown once again 
helped make the annual Groundhog Day Breakfast a success, 
serving as the corporate sponsor of the event. 

2015 McDONALD’S HOLIDAY TOURNAMENT GIRLS 
ALL-TOURNAMENT TEAM 

McDonald’s of Fayette County and Jamestown recognized the 
2015 McDonald’s Holiday Tournament Girls All-Tournament team. 

2015 MADD “TIE ONE ON FOR SAFETY” CAMPAIGN KICK-OFF
Nick Epifano, owner of McDonald’s of Fayette County and 
Jamestown hosted the kick-off for the MADD Red Ribbon “Tie 
One on for Safety” campaign along with Susie Young and Local 
Sheriff’s Deputy. 

27th annual McDonald’s/Miami Trace Invitational Wrestling Tournament
The Miami Trace wrestling team continued a long tradition of winning the 
McDonald’s/Miami Trace Invitational, as they bested a field of 13 other 
teams to capture the 2016 title.
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2015 McDONALD’S HOLIDAY TOURNAMENT GIRLS CHAMPIONS
McDonald’s of Fayette County and Jamestown recognized Miami 
Trace Lady Panthers as the 2015 McDonald’s Holiday Tournament 
Girls Champions. 

CHECK PRESENTATION TO SUPERINTENDENTS
Nick Epifano, owner/operator of McDonald’s of Fayette County and 
Jamestown presented Miami Trace and Washington Court House 
Superintendents each with a $500 Annual McDonald’s Scholarship.

2015 McDONALD’S HOLIDAY TOURNAMENT BOYS CHAMPIONS 
McDonald’s of Fayette County and Jamestown recognized 
Miami Trace Panthers as the 2015 McDonald’s Holiday 
Tournament Boys Champions.

CHECK PRESENTATION TO ATHLETIC BOOSTERS
Nick Epifano, owner/operator of McDonald’s of Fayette County 
and Jamestown presented Miami Trace and Washington Court 
House Athletic Boosters each with a $250 donation.

CHECK PRESENTATION TO BAND BOOSTERS
Nick Epifano, owner/operator of McDonald’s of Fayette County and 
Jamestown presented Miami Trace and Washington Court House Band 
Boosters each with a $250 donation. 
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By Je� Garringer
For Spectrum Magazine

A staple in the New Holland commu-
nity is the Masonic Lodge. New Holland 
Lodge No. 392 will shortly celebrate 
their 150th year of existence. This is 
quite a milestone for not only the Lodge 
but also for the community.

New Holland Lodge No. 392 will cel-
ebrate this momentous anniversary by 
having the Grand Master of Masons and 
the officers of the Grand Lodge of Ohio, 
Free and Accepted Masons, conduct a 
Reconsecration of the Lodge, in January 
of 2017.

The Masonic Lodge in New Holland 
is in its 149th year of serving the com-
munity. On June 27, 1992, the Lodge 
conducted formal reconsecration cer-
emonies to commemorate the Lodge’s 
125th anniversary. Most Worshipful 
Brother P. Dean Gerber, Grand Master 
of Masons in Ohio and the officers of 
the Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted 
Masons conducted the ceremony, assist-
ed by members of New Holland Lodge, 
No. 392.

On Jan. 25, 2013, New Holland Lodge 
No. 392 played host to the Grand Mas-
ter of Masons, in Ohio. Most Worship-
ful James F. Easterling and most of his 
officer line attended the annual inspec-
tion of New Holland Lodge on this 
evening. The Lodge conducted their 
inspection in the Fellow Craft Degree.

New Holland Lodge is the second 
oldest Lodge in Pickaway County. Only 
Pickaway Lodge No. 23 in Circleville is 
older.

This is a capsulated history of the 
New Holland Lodge.

The following members of Fayette 
Lodge No. 107 of Washington C. H., 
Ohio, petitioned the Grand Lodge of 
Ohio for the privilege of forming a New 
Holland Lodge of Free and Accepted 
Masons:

M. V. Rawlings, Abram Vlerebome, 

J. H. Yeoman (secretary), E. H. Dixon 
(chairman), J. H. Folks, G. W. Gooley, 
Samuel Hughes, J. D. Orihood, A. S. 
Holloway, J. F. Wilson, Benjamin Tim-
mons, W. J. Cochran, J. G. W. Donohoe.

The dispensation was granted June 
17, 1867. Most Worshipful Master 
Thomas Sparrow appointed the follow-
ing: M. V. Rawlings, First Worshipful 
Master; J. H. Yeoman, Senior Warden; 
and Abram Vlerebome, Junior Warden.

The organization meeting was held 
July 6, 1867. Past Master M. V. Rawl-
ings was requested to take the East. 
Brother Rawlings then appointed 
Brother A. S. Holloway, Senior Warden 
pro tem; Brother Charles Brown, Junior 
Warden pro tem; Brother J. H. Yeo-
man, Senior Deacon pro tem; Brother 
J. D. Orihood, Junior Deacon pro tem; 
Brother Benjamin Timmons, Treasurer; 
Brother W. J. Cochran, Secretary pro 
tem; Brother J. G. W. Donohoe, Tyler.

A Lodge of Master Masons was then 
opened in due and ancient form. The 
Senior and Junior Wardens named in 
the dispensation were directed to take 
their appropriate stations.

The by-laws were then read and 
adopted by article. Most Worshipful 
Master M. V. Rawlings then appointed: 
Brother A. S. Holloway, Senior Deacon; 
Brother J. D. Orihood, Junior Deacon; 
Brother Benjamin Timmons, Treasurer; 
Brother W. J. Cochran, Secretary; 
Brother J. G. W. Donohoe, Tyler.

New Holland Lodge No. 392 was 
chartered on Oct. 16, 1867. On Nov. 
5, 1867, in the Hall of New Holland 
Lodge, the appointed officers were 
installed under dispensation. Deputy 
Grand Master of the Grand Lodge acted 
as proxy for Most Worshipful Master 
Howard Mathews and officially installed 
the following officers: M. V. Rawlings, 
Master; J. H. Yeoman, Senior Warden; 
A. Vlerebome, Junior Warden; Benjamin 
Timmons, Treasurer; W. J. Cochran, 
Secretary; A. S. Holloway, Senior Dea-
con; J. D. Orihood, Junior Deacon; J. G. 
W. Donohoe, Tyler.

The installation being completed, The 
Master Mason Lodge was closed and a 
Lodge of Fellow Craft was opened.

Worshipful Master Brother N. T. 
Bradford, with a corps of Grand Lodge 
Officers, proceeded to pass Hamlin 
Smith to the degree of Fellow Craft in 
due and ancient form.

The first lodge hall was the upper 
floor of a frame building on Lot No. 
19, which is on the west side of Main 
Street. (There is now a house on this 
location, just two doors to the right 
of where “Dogtown Stoves” is cur-
rently located.) The lodge room and 
the stairway thereto were purchased 
from George Vlerebome and Samuel 
S. Collier on March 21, 1870, at a cost 
of $700. The Lodge trustees handling 
the transaction were: Joseph W. Kirk-
patrick, J. W. Grimes, and J. F. Wilson. 
Communications of New Holland Lodge 
were held in this building until May 
1883.

On May 10, 1883, the lodge hall, 
being in need of repair, was sold to John 
B. Barker for the sum of $300.

A room was then leased from Jacob 
W. Mark. This was an upper room of 
what was then the Naylor Building. 
(The present Post Office is now on that 
site.) Communications were held here 
through December of 1889.

On Jan. 2, 1890, New Holland Lodge 
met upstairs in the new hall in the Fer-
guson block, which is located on East 
Front Street. This served as the meet-
ing place until June 22, 1898.

On Nov. 2, 1898, the lot on which the 
present building stands was purchased 
from Henrietta Hearn at a cost of 
$1,500. The time that construction was 
begun was not recorded. This location 

is the south side of Lot No. 1. The com-
mittee to procure the lot consisted of: T. 
M. Withgott, J. K. Brown, and Charles 
H. May.

At a regular meeting of the Lodge on 
March 23, 1899, a motion was made 
and carried that Worshipful Master J. 
K. Brown, with a committee of five, 
appointed by him, should make arrange-
ments for the laying of the cornerstone 
of the building. The committee con-
sisted of T. M. Withgott, Harry Fitzger-
ald, W. L. Mallow, J. J. Dones and C. H. 
May.

At a meeting, held on April 20, 1899, 
the committee reported that a new cor-
nerstone had been ordered and would 
be laid without ceremony.

The dedication service for the new 
Masonic Temple was held June, 29, 
1899, at 2 p.m. Brother Allen Andrews 
of Hamilton was in charge if the exer-
cises. At 7 p.m. on this date, a lodge 
of Master Masons was opened, and 
George Kirkpatrick and Harry D. Col-
well were both raised to the Sublime 
Degree of a Master Mason.

On June 29, 1999 to commemorate 
100 years in this location, New Holland 

New Holland Masonic Lodge: 1867-2016
Lodge is in its 149th 
year of serving community

Courtesy photo
The New Holland Masonic Lodge in 1908.

Courtesy photo
A photo from September 1960 of the Hall in the 
Ferguson Block.

See MASONIC | 31
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Lodge No. 392 under the leadership of 
Worshipful Master Mike Funk raised 
James B. White to the Sublime Degree 
of a Master Mason.

There isn’t any direct information 
concerning the cost of construction of 
the Temple. An estimate of $6,000 was 
made, but rumor had it that the actual 
cost was closer to $8,000.

Before 1952, the stated meetings were 
held the Thursday on or before the full 
moon. After this date, stated meetings 
were held on the second Thursday of 
each month, unless Lodge is recessed, 
as it may be in July and August.

New Holland Lodge has been the 
home of several District Deputy 
Grand Masters during its existence. 
In October of 1934, Webber C. French 
was appointed District Lecturer for 
the Eighth Masonic District. During 
his tenure, Right Worshipful Brother 
French organized an all-district team 
that consisted of Brethren from various 
lodges in the district. This team con-
sisted of a “Full Line Officer Corps” and 
“Fellow Craft Team.” This team put on 
work in the various lodges in the Eighth 
District and a few lodges outside the 
district.

On Oct. 25, 1960, in New Holland 

Lodge, the retiring District Deputy, 
Raymond Ashbaugh, with the assis-
tance of lodge members; Howard Mar-
tin and Woody Workman, proceeded 
to install Worshipful Brother John W. 
Craig as District Deputy Grand Master. 
He served the district for the years 
1961-62-63.

Robert E. Grim was appointed Dis-
trict Deputy at Grand Lodge in 1986. 
On Oct. 23, 1986, in the Hall of New 
Holland Lodge, a special meeting was 
held. A Lodge of Master Masons was 
opened in due form. Worshipful Brother 
Robert E. Grim was then installed as 
a District Deputy. Most Worshipful 
Brother Robert E. See, Grand Master of 
Masons in Ohio, acted as the Installing 
Officer. He was assisted in his duties by 
Normand L. Lewis, Joseph H. Wilkins, 
and James W. Krinn; all Past District 

Deputies for the Eighth District.
Right Worshipful Brother Grim 

served in this capacity during the years 
1987-88-89.

James A. Teeters was appointed as 
the Lodge’s fourth District Deputy 
Grand Master in 1998. On Oct. 24, 
1998, in the Hall of New Holland 
Lodge, a special meeting was called 
for the purpose of his installation. The 
Lodge opened in the Master Mason 
degree in due form. Worshipful Brother 
James A. Teeters became Right Wor-
shipful Brother James Teeters in instal-
lation ceremonies. Most Worshipful 
Brother Robert E. See, Past Grand 
Master of Masons in Ohio, acted as the 
Installing Officer. He was assisted in 
his duties by Robert E. Grim, Floyd H 
“Tony” Perone, and William Copas; all 
Past District Deputies for the Eighth 

District. Right Worshipful Brother Tee-
ters served in this capacity during the 
years 1999-2000-2001.

Jeffrey A. Garringer was appointed as 
the fifth District Deputy Grand Master 
from New Holland Lodge’s in 2011. 
On Oct. 22, 2011, in the Hall of New 
Holland Lodge, a special meeting was 
called for the purpose of his installation. 
The Lodge opened in the Master Mason 
degree in due form. Worshipful Brother 
Jeffrey A. Garringer became Right 
Worshipful Brother Jeffrey A. Garrin-
ger in installation ceremonies. Most 
Worshipful Brother James Williamson, 
Past Grand Master of Masons in Ohio, 
acted as the Installing Officer. He was 
assisted in his duties by Robert E. Grim 
and James A. Teeters, both Past Dis-
trict Deputy Grand Masters from New 
Holland No. 392, and Keith Newton 
the outgoing District Deputy from the 
Eighth District.

The Lodge has a current membership 
of 127 members. During its 149 years, 
the Lodge has had 101 dedicated men 
serve as the Master of the Lodge. The 
Worshipful Master of New Holland 
Lodge for this year is Jay Yahn.

New Holland Lodge is a member of 
the Eighth Masonic District. This Dis-
trict encompasses the counties of Picka-
way, Fayette, Clinton and Greene. There 
are 19 Lodges in this district, and they 
are spread between Circleville, to Fair-
born, Yellow Springs and Blanchester.
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Courtesy photo
The New Holland Masonic Lodge today.

Courtesy photo
The interior of the New Holland Masonic Lodge.

From page 30

Masonic

By Jean Mickle
Yesterdays Columnist

Remember the big snow of 1948? I had 
gone to Columbus to buy a formal for the 
upcoming Christmas Dance. My older 
sister Norma had welcomed the birth 
of twins. She had married a Columbus 
man and they had recently bought a new 
house in the Beechwold section of town.

She helped me shop, leaving the 
children with her capable housekeeper 
Henrietta and when the clerk brought 
out the iridescent gray-blue moire num-
ber, that changed colors according to 

whatever light you were in, we knew that 
was the one. It was strapless and had a 
tiny caplet with it. As we left Lazarus, 
we noticed the snow was not letting up. 
In fact, we could barely see to get to her 
house, seven miles down off North High 
Street.

It was the day of the Ohio State-
Michigan game and I, though not a 
football fan, felt such sympathy for the 
players as they battled the elements. I 
was 15 then and I am sorry to report I 
don’t remember if the game was called or 
if they fought the heavy snowfall to the 
very end…

I was given a room upstairs at Norma 
and Joe’s and had the upstairs to myself 
as they used only the downstairs. The 
house was lovely, with many “built-ins” 
and they hadn’t gotten around to furnish-
ing the other upstairs bedrooms. Some-
time in the night, the heat went off in 
my room and I awoke with a sort throat 
from Hades! Norma sent me down to Dr. 
Grimm’s office, which was located above 
the Beechwold Pharmacy, for a penicillin 
shot.

The buses to Washington Court House 
had stopped running and I wanted to 
take my ailments home and crawl into 

my own bed, (being fed lots of hot tea 
and sympathy by our mother).

I pestered the bus company on the 
phone with a raspy voice until they 
announced the buses would now be run-
ning.

I was so eager to get home, I feel I was 
probably on the first bus out of Colum-
bus. A local classmate was also on the 
bus and we sat together, he entertaining 
me and I, trying to get some comments 
out with that major strep throat.

When we reached the outskirts of 

Yesterdays - The Big Snow

See SNOW | 41
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By Pam Rhoads
For Spectrum Magazine

Have you ever wondered about those 
signs which are located at the edge of 
our town on most of the major high-
ways? What was the connection between 
Virginia Veterans and this land we call 
Ohio?

While in school I remember learning 
about something they called the Virginia 
Military District, and I knew Fayette 
County was right in the middle of it. 
Then I came across an article that men-
tioned the majority of our state, Ohio, 
used to be part of Virginia.

While browsing the internet I saw the 
question “Was Ohio one of the 13 origi-
nal states?” When I clicked on the site to 
read their answer it was no longer there. 
I understand the reasoning behind the 
question, but my answer would be No, 
the state of Ohio was part of the original 
Virginia territory but not the state. So, 
how did this land become the state of 
Ohio?

In 1584, Queen Elizabeth I granted 
Sir Walter Raleigh a charter to explore, 
settle, and colonize any remote lands 
not already inhabited or possessed by 
Christian people. Their plan was to 
share in the all the gold and silver that 
could be mined there plus any other 
riches they might discover. Sir Walter 
was given seven years to establish a 
colony or lose his charter.

The English had settled Newfound-
land as a fishing community in the 
1550’s, and the island was chartered as 
a colony in 1585. Spain had established 
Saint Augustine, Florida, as a strategic 
outpost in 1565. Between these two 
locations was a vast unsettled region. He 
named this extensive territory Virginia 
in honor of Queen Elizabeth I, the Vir-
gin Queen.

Though Raleigh did make trips to 
South America, he never actually set 
foot on North American land. However, 
he did send others to establish the 
colony of Roanoke. Roanoke was a huge 
financial disaster for Queen Elizabeth, 
but it was even a sadder disaster for 
the colonists left there while the found-

ers went back to England for supplies. 
When they returned the settlement had 
been abandoned, and the colonists were 
never found. Hence Roanoke became 
known as “The Lost Colony,” and Vir-
ginia existed in name only.

In 1606, King James I chartered two 
companies for the purpose of launching 
new colonies in Virginia. It was the tra-
dition of the English during this period 
to acquire large geographical units and 
to sub-divide them as the need arose. As 
the colonies grew in number, Virginia 
decreased in size.

Now back to this land we call Ohio 
which was then Virginia. By 1753, the 
French were busy establishing forts and 
trading posts in their Louisiana Colony. 
A problem arose since the British and 
the French both claimed the Ohio River 
Valley. The result was the French and 
Indian War where the French lost its 
right to its North American empire.

This opened the way for Virginian 
expansion into the Ohio Valley, or so 
they thought. In the Proclamation of 
1763, King George III prohibited any 
further settlement west of the Allegheny 

Mountains. This edict caused bitterness 
in the colonies, adding fuel to the com-
ing revolution. Virginia eventually was 
allowed to expand its borders as far west 
as the Kentucky River.

In 1774, Parliament enacted the 
Quebec Act. This gave the Ohio Valley 
to the Quebecois who were French-
speaking British subjects. This was the 
catalyst which sparked the gathering of 
the First Continental Congress in 1774. 
I had never realized what an important 
part our state, which was not yet a state, 
had played in the American Revolution.

When the Declaration of Indepen-
dence was ratified, it called upon the 
13 original states to draft new constitu-
tions. This gave Virginia the chance to 
reclaim the Ohio Valley.

Still there was dissension among the 
states over the large western land claims 
of some states such as New York and 
Virginia. Maryland refused to ratify the 
Articles of Confederation until these 
lands were surrendered to the new 
national government. In 1783, the Con-
federation Congress set about develop-
ing a method of establishing new states 
in the west.

In 1784, The Northwest Territory 
was the first federal territory ever to be 
established by the United States.

The Ordinance of 1787 not only orga-
nized the structure by which the terri-
tory would be governed but also estab-
lished the procedures by which states 
would be added to the Union.

There are two other provisions in the 
Ordinance which greatly influenced the 
settlement of Ohio including our own 
Fayette County. First in exchange for 
ceding its western land to the United 
States, Virginia was allowed to reserve 
4.2 million acres of land to use as pay-
ment in lieu of cash for its Veterans of 
the American Revolutionary War.

The other stipulation of the Ordinance 
that had a profound impact on the state 
and Fayette County especially was the 
prohibition of slavery within its borders.

By the early 1800’s, this land we call 
Ohio was ready to become a state. But 
it was not an easy endeavor. There 
were those who supported Arthur St. 

Clair, who was made Governor of the 
Territory in 1788, and strongly resisted 
statehood for Ohio. The opposition 
was led by Thomas Worthington who 
became known as the “Father of Ohio 
Statehood.” There was also a faction 
who wanted statehood for Ohio, but 
they wanted the present state divided 
into two states. Fortunately for Ohio, 
Worthington and supporters such as 
Edward Tiffin, Nathanial Massie, and 
Michael Baldwin were rewarded for 
their hard work when Ohio became the 
17th state in 1803.

When you think about the history of 
a place like Fayette County you appreci-
ate how much those people of the past 
had to do with making us what we are 
today. Our fertile fields were used to pay 
brave men who risked their lives so we 
could live in a free land, governed by the 
people and not a king or queen.

Had it not been for the bravery of oth-
ers, could we now be speaking French 
instead of English? If state boundaries 
had been arranged differently, would 
there even be an Ohio State-Michigan 
rivalry?

On a more serious note, the prohibi-
tion of slavery in Ohio had a huge influ-
ence on the type of people who inhabit-
ed this land. They were usually strong in 
their religious beliefs and in the freedom 
of rights for all people.

It has been estimated that Ohio had 
more than 3,000 miles of trails that were 
part of the Underground Railroad. Some 
of the most important ones traveled 
through Fayette County.

On March 5 of this year, Ohio will 
celebrate its 213th birthday. Chillicothe 
was Ohio’s first capital, and on State-
hood Day many of the museums there 
have free admission that day. The Ross 
County Heritage Center has wonder-
ful displays, including a dining room 
sideboard that is similar to the one in 
our local museum. People at Thomas 
Worthington’s Adena can fill you in on 
Ohio’s fight for statehood. The David 
Nickens’ Center focuses on the Under-
ground Railroad. The Lucy Webb Hayes 
Center pays homage to a delightful lady 
who was the wife of our 19th president.

This Land we call Ohio

Courtesy photo
Have you ever wondered about those signs which 
are located at the edge of our town on most of the 
major highways? With a short account of the long 
history that formed the county, these signs serve 
as a basis to explain where we came from but are 
just a sample of the story of Ohio.
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Wayne Township, named for Revo-
lutionary War notable, Mad Anthony 
Wayne. The “crossroads” in this Town-
ship were Immanuel, Boyd, McLean 
(Cisco, Marcus), Fairview, Rock Mills 
(Rockville, Walton), and Ghormley.

Plano (Dogtown) is officially listed 
as being in Ross County and the cross-
ing at Convenience had a Post Office. 
Good Hope, laid out in 1849, and 
likely named for Good Hope, Pennsyl-
vania, was inhabited for many years 
before that.

Today, only the “crossroads” or a 
railroad track mark the areas of most 
former settlements. From one man 
tirelessly working to carve out a piece 
of land for his farm and his home, to 
thriving communities trying to sup-
port each other, hoping for a boon 
to make their settlement a village or 
a town, we see the progress Fayette 
County has enjoyed. There are many 

things to be grateful for in the tech-
nological society we live in and share 
with others today, but I bet those pio-
neers who tamed the land, carved out 
their livings, and raised their families 
in those long gone “crossroads” felt the 
same way.

Writer’s note: Resources for this article: Carol 
Witherspoon Carey’s Fayette County, Ohio, A pictorial 
History, Dill’s History of Fayette County 1881, and 
Mr. Glenn Rankin, Jasper Township Historian
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Courtesy photo
A 1910 post card of the Carnegie Public Library.

Courtesy photo
A retouched version of the 1910 post card.

From page 14

Place

eight million items through our shared 
library catalog.

Today, libraries offer more than books. 
We also circulate movies, audiobooks, 
and magazines, provide public use com-
puters with internet access and Wi-Fi via 
the Ohio Public Libraries Information 
Network. It is also through OPLIN that 
we provide access to information-rich 
online databases. Additionally, through 
the Ohio Digital Library, we have access 
to millions of digital items: eBooks, 
audio books, magazines, videos, and 
more. Libraries today also serve as 

centers for lifelong learning with pro-
gramming for all ages centered around 
literacy, learning, and self-improvement. 
We have story time, book clubs, and 
everything in between!

In 2016, Fayette County libraries are 
funded solely by the State of Ohio. It has 
been with community support, dedicated 
citizens, and a committed library staff 
and board that the library has continued 
to provide quality materials and services 
over the years. A library’s story is shaped 
by the community it serves and the era 
in which it exists. The story of Carnegie 
Public Library and Jeffersonville Branch 
Library continues to evolve. Our materi-
als, sources, programming, and technolo-
gies will change, but our mission will 
remain the same.

From page 25

Library
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Courtesy photo
In November 1950, the famous blizzard left a lot of snow in Bloomingburg as can be seen from this picture of the Jack Sprat Store located on the ground floor of the Masonic building on the southwest corner of 
Main and Cross streets. Jack Sprat was a grocery store chain with stores in several Midwestern states. The Bloomingburg store was operated by Bloomingburg resident Howard Foster.

The 1950 Bloomingburg blizzard
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By John Leland
For the Record-Herald

From the mid-1800s until his death 
in the early 20th century, Mills Gard-
ner was one of Fayette County’s most 
illustrious citizens. Born in Russell-
ville, Ohio (Brown County) in 1830, he 
moved to Fayette County from High-
land County in 1854 and was admitted 
to the bar in 1855.

Gardner began practicing law in 
Washington C. H. and served as Fay-
ette County prosecuting attorney from 
1856 to 1860. From his second-floor 
office at the corner of Court and Main 
streets, he practiced law in Washing-
ton C. H. for more than half a century. 
Regarded by his peers as one of the 
most brilliant lawyers in southern 
Ohio, he was nearly invincible in jury 
trials.

Mills Gardner was elected as a del-
egate in 1855 to the State convention 
of the newly formed Republican Party 
that nominated Salmon P. Chase for 
governor of Ohio. So began his more 
than 50 years of service to the Repub-
lican Party at the local, state, and 
national levels.

In 1862 and 1863, Gardner served 
in the Ohio Senate where, during the 
Civil War, he was an outspoken cham-
pion of President Abraham Lincoln and 
preservation of the Union. He was also 
Fayette County’s representative to the 
Ohio General Assembly in 1866 and 
1867.

While a State senator, Gardner deliv-
ered in April 1863 what many of his 
contemporaries considered the most 
eloquent speech made in the Ohio 
legislature during the entire Civil War. 
He titled his speech simply, “The War 
and the Union.” For three hours, the 
33-year-old Gardner explained with 

sound logic, clarity, and passion, the 
causes of the war, the Republican Par-
ty’s mission of preserving the United 
States, and his own bright vision of 
America’s future once the war had 
ceased. Until the war ended in April 
1865, he gave variants of the speech 
throughout Ohio to rally support for 
Lincoln and the Northern cause.

In 1864, the Republican Party con-
vention of Ohio’s 6th Congressional 
District, which included Fayette 
County, named Gardner the district’s 
presidential elector. He thus had the 
honor of casting one of Ohio’s 21 elec-
toral votes for Abraham Lincoln after 
Lincoln’s reelection to the presidency 
in November 1864.

In July 1876, the Republican con-
vention of Ohio’s 3rd Congressional 

District nominated Gardner as its can-
didate for the U.S. House of Represen-
tatives at the general election held in 
October 1876. He won the election and 
served in the Forty-fifth Congress from 
March 1877 to March 1879. As con-
gressman for the 3rd District, Gardner 
represented Fayette, Clinton, Warren, 
Butler, and Clermont counties.

Congressmen in the 19th century 
were assigned desks in the House 
chamber, and Gardner’s desk was 
between the desks of Ohio Representa-
tives James A. Garfield and William 
McKinley. The three men became close 
friends. Garfield and McKinley were 
both elected Presidents of the United 
States, and both men were assassinat-
ed while serving in the nation’s highest 
elective office (Garfield in 1881 and 

McKinley in 1901).
Gardner was not renominated as the 

Republican candidate for 3rd District 
congressman in 1878, mainly because 
he had voted with House Democrats 
to prevent the redemption of Civil War 
paper money with gold specie. Gardner 
voted his conscience and against his 
party, believing that redeeming paper 
money with gold would contract the 
nation’s money supply too rapidly to 
the detriment of the farmers, mer-
chants, and laborers he represented. 
He resumed the practice of law in 
Washington Court House.

In the first decade of the last cen-
tury, Gardner led the minority faction 
of local Republicans who opposed 
control of Fayette County’s Republican 
Party by its absentee wirepuller, Harry 
M. Daugherty, the Washington C. H. 
native who lived and practiced law 
in Columbus and who later became 
Attorney General of the United States 
(1921-1924).

Kind, unassuming, and fair to all, 
Mills Gardner was a true practitioner 
of the Golden Rule. He was a devout 
member and leader of the Grace 
Methodist Church. In 1875, he helped 
David Rodgers arrange purchase of the 
former Catholic Church on North Main 
Street as home for the city’s African 
Methodist Episcopal congregation.

Gardner lived in a large Victorian 
house on Circle Avenue, built dur-
ing the Civil War on the site of the 
present-day Grace United Methodist 
Church parsonage. The two-story brick 
home was demolished in 1964.

Mills Gardner died on Feb. 20, 1910 
at the age of 80. He is buried in the 
Washington Cemetery with his wife 
Margaret and 10 children of whom 
only two daughters, Gertrude and 
Edith, lived to adulthood.

Looking Back: 
Mills Gardner, an Illustrious Citizen

Courtesy photo
Gardner, the elder statesman

Courtesy photo
The young Mills Gardner
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Fayette Christian School

2016-2017 Enrollment at Fayette Christian School
O�ering:

• Christian Atmosphere • Challenging Curriculum • Small Classes 
• Phonetics Based Reading • Qualified Teachers

Pre-K4 MWF (AM/PM)
(4 years by Aug. 1st)

Kindergarten
(5 years by Aug. 1st)

1st-12th Grades

Call today: 740-335-7262 • FAYETTE CHRISTIAN SCHOOL
1315 Dayton Ave., Washington CH 43160     www.fayettechristian.org

NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATORY POLICY AS TO STUDENTS
The Fayette Christian School admits students of any race, color, national and ethnic origin, to all the rights, privileges, programs and activities generally accord or 
made available to students at the school. It does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national and ethnic origin in the administration of the educational policies, 

admission policies,  athletic and other school-administered programs.

ENROLL NOW TO GIVE YOUR CHILD THE BEST START 
TO THEIR FUTURE WITH A BIBLICAL FOUNDATION! 

The Investment that will last a lifetime!

• Elementary Soccer & Basketball • Girls Volleyball 
• Girls Basketball • Boys Basketball • Boys Soccer

Sports O�ered:

Give your child the academic start that will last a lifetime!

Preschool 3 Program
Parents may choose from the following options:

Mon.-Wed.-Fri. Program
Morning class 8:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m. • Afternoon class 12:00 p.m.-3:00 p.m.

Tues.-�urs. Program
Morning class 8:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m. • Afternoon class 12:00 p.m.-3:00 p.m.

40837260
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By Robert Grim
For Spectrum Magazine

Thousands of rats died during the 
last week of December 1897 according 
to a story in the Bloomingburg Vidette. 
Over the years Fayette County has seen 
a variety of newspapers come and go. 
They generally reported all the impor-
tant local news of the day.

For a period of a few years during 
the 1890’s and early 1900’s, Bloom-
ingburg had a newspaper called the 
“Bloomingburg Vidette.” It was estab-
lished by Jacob Bernard and his wife 
Katy. Katy was employed for a number 
of years as a hand typesetter in a Wash-
ington Court House newspaper called 
the Herald.

The Dec. 31, 1897 edition of the 
Vidette contains an interesting story 
about a rat killing contest held in 

Bloomingburg that resulted in 11,455 
rats being killed. According to the 
story, the contest started on a Thurs-
day in Bloomingburg and lasted for a 
week. The captain of one team of con-
testants was Charles Larrimer and the 
captain of the other team was Fayette 
County’s, then famous, Poland China 
hog breeder, Ed Klever.

A contestant would kill a rat and 
cut its tail off and turn the tail in for 
counting. The tails were placed in a 
barrel; which must have been care-
fully guarded. At the end of the week, 
11,455 rats had been killed. Captain 
Klever’s team won the contest killing 
6,802 rats. Captain Larrimer’s team 
killed only 4,653 rats. Captain Klever 
and his victorious team of rat killers 
were rewarded with a “grand supper 
served on Sunday at the Bloomingburg 
Presbyterian Church.”

There is no record of how often the 
rat killing contests were held or when 
the practice of holding rat killing con-
tests came to an end in Bloomingburg. 
However, we should remember that in 
1897 life was much different than now. 
There was no indoor plumbing – every 
home had an “outhouse.” Most homes 
and businesses kept a rubbish pile 
nearby until it got big enough to take 
to the village “trash dump” at the edge 
of the village. That site, of course, grew 
bigger and bigger each year.

There were no automobiles so the 
stables where the horses and other 
animals were kept usually had hay 
and feed stored in them. One can see 
how rats might be attracted to the vil-
lage and would be a problem. Rats, of 
course, were just some of many issues 
folks had to deal with in the “good old 
days.”
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A bad day to be a rat in Bloomingburg
The Bloomingburg Vidette documents ‘rat killing contest’

By Robert Grim
For Spectrum Magazine

If you wanted to go on a safari during 
the 1950’s and 1960’s, especially if you 
wanted to hunt pheasants, the place to 
go was Fayette County. From all four 
directions of the state, a couple of hun-
dred Ohioans who loved to hunt pheas-
ants and rabbits zeroed-in on birds and 
bunnies in and around Bloomingburg 
and had a great time.

This was no ordinary hunt; it was 
hosted by the Bloomingburg Lions Club, 
and took place on the first Friday and 
Saturday after the game hunting season 
for pheasants and rabbits opened in 
Ohio.

The purpose of the “Pheasant Safari” 
was to raise funds for the Blooming-

burg Lions Club sight saving program. 
About 75 percent of the members of the 
Bloomingburg Lions Club were farmers. 
Bill Heinz, a feed manufacturer, got the 
idea for the safari. He knew the Fayette 
County land was a naturally good hunt-
ing area and he felt the Lions Club could 
capitalize on it.

The farm-owning Lions allowed no 
hunting on their property until the 
safari. They leased their land to the 
Lions Club for $1, for the two days of 
the hunt. When the safari days arrived, 
the farmers themselves acted as guides 
for parties of four who hunted their land. 
They even transported the hunters to the 
fields.

All the hunters were insured and the 
worst accident that ever happened was 
a stray pellet hit one man’s cheek. A 

hunter paid $20 for each day he wanted 
to hunt. This not only covered the hunt-
ing privilege and the guide service but 
coffee and doughnuts before the hunt, a 
large roast beef dinner at noon, served 
by the Lions’ ladies, and soup and sand-
wiches for the road after the hunt was 
completed.

There was another bonus, too. During 
the day, pheasants were released and, 
as a result, about 90 percent of all hunt-
ers were able to take home one or more 
birds. For these birds, the club would 
spend about $1,000 of their approximate-
ly $3,500 gross receipts. Other expenses 
generally reduced the net income to 
about $2,000.

Once when the club secretary, Robert 
F. Hughes, was asked how many acres of 
land was available for hunting he said, 

“We don’t keep any records on that but 
I would estimate between 11,000 and 
20,000 acres of land is available for hunt-
ing during the safari.”

Generally about one-third of the hunt-
ers were doctors. They were physicians, 
dentists and veterinarians. Many of them 
were people who returned year after year 
from as far away as Toledo, Cleveland 
and towns along the Ohio River. Some 
of the hunters arrived in groups ready to 
hunt; others were assigned to a hunting 
party by the Lions Club and occasionally 
a woman would be among the hunters.

Lions’ Safari was a great success
Courtesy photo

A pheasant.
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By Barbara Fox
For Spectrum Magazine

The Pregnancy Center is a 501(c)3 
non-profit corporation, operating as an 
interdenominational faith-based preg-
nancy help center and outreach service. 
The Center completed its 15th year of 
successful operation and its third year 
offering an ultrasound program.

The volunteer-based staff provides 
compassionate help to women and men 
facing the uncertainty of an unplanned 
pregnancy. The Center depends primar-
ily on private donations from individuals, 
churches, organizations and businesses. 
A state funded grant from the Ohio 
Department of Health finances the absti-
nence education program.

The Pregnancy Center assists families 
during an unplanned pregnancy with 
limited medical care, information and 
resources. Accurate information is pre-
sented in regard to pregnancy, adoption 
and abortion during the decision-making 
phase of a woman’s pregnancy. Practi-
cal assistance and material resources 
are offered to those who elect to parent. 
Adoption and community referrals are 
made. Hope and healing are offered in 
an abortion recovery program to those 
who regret an abortion decision. Sexual 
risk avoidance education is promoted to 
our youth in the school system as well 
as with single parents. All the programs 
encompass the promotion of the Gospel 
in word and in demonstration. Notably 
all programs are offered free in a con-
fidential, caring and non-judgmental 
manner.

Barbara Fox, Pregnancy Center Direc-
tor, discloses, “In 2015, the Center staff 
connected with moms and dads during 
817 individual visits and there were 275 
attendees during group parenting class. 
Since 2000, there have been an esti-
mated 11,213 individual client visits.” 
Fox reports, “The Center is available to 
women at one of the most critical times 
in their lives. Each interaction provides 

an opportunity to make a profound 
impact on their earthly and spiritual 
lives and the lives of their children.”

Carol West, Parenting Class Coordina-
tor reports, “Parenting classes are a core 
service provided by the Pregnancy Cen-
ter. This education equips new moms 
and dads to prepare for child-rearing 
and foster a nurturing and healthy 
environment. Classes typically cover 
child development, nutrition, health and 
safety, positive discipline strategies and 
life skills.”

The classes are held at Rose Avenue 
Community Center weekly and feature 
guest presenters from the Ohio State 
Extension office, the Health Department, 
Help Me Grow and other social concern 
agencies. The Center offers these classes 
at no cost to the community as well as 
to referrals from the Magistrates court 
–ordered case plans.

The Center fosters self-sufficiency 
through a token reward system whereby 
parents can earn “baby bucks” for atten-
dance at group or individual sessions. In 
2015, this incentive based model allowed 
parents to earn 2,020 diapers, 51 diaper 
wipe packs, 45 cans of formula, six cribs, 
six car seats, and four bassinets. Also, 
$5,900 in “baby bucks” was spent to 
acquire baby items.

Current surveys convey the apprecia-
tion for the Center’s envelopment in 
the new parents’ lives. Kasi wrote, “We 
love coming here. Everyone is always so 
warm-hearted and welcoming. Always 
interested and caring about our situa-
tion.”

Tabitha said, “I have loved coming 
here and am very fond of all the ladies 
here and blessed to know them.” Like-
wise, Alshley commented, “…this place 
helped me out so much with the (parent-
ing) videos and talking (to staff).”

McKenzie echoes the same sentiment, 
“I appreciate all the help and gifts. It was 
very useful. And everything we bought 
with “Baby Bucks” came in great use.”

Besides giving pregnancy and parent-
ing direction, the Center staff helps oth-
ers establish or reestablish a relationship 
with God. Lindsey gave this testimony, 
“The one-on-one sessions were wonder-
ful. They brought me closer to God and 

gave me hope.” April also expressed her 
appreciation, “Thank you for the spiri-
tual support I received after I delivered 
my stillborn daughter.”

Through the abortion recovery pro-
gram, grief healing is extended to those 
who made an abortion decision. Compas-
sionate guidance is given to help a post-
abortive woman recover from the trau-
matic stress associated with her abortion 
experience. Recently, one woman in the 
program sought forgiveness and recon-
ciliation through and with Christ and 
accepted Christ as her Savior.

The Center provides limited first and 
second trimester “window to the womb” 
ultrasound imagery so women can view 
and begin to bond with their child in 
uteri. Nurse manager Dawn Funari com-
ments on the ultrasound program. “It is 
such a joy to introduce moms and dads 
to their little ones. Pregnancy takes on a 
whole new meaning when they can see 
a heartbeat! I am so thankful to the Lord 
for the privilege of being a part of this 
ministry!”

The high school abstinence program 
was presented at both the city and coun-
ty schools to 348 students in 2015. In 
addition, over 300 teens heard the absti-
nence message at the Fayette County 

Fair informational booth. The feedback 
from the youth is overwhelmingly posi-
tive. The multitude of post survey say, 
“Yes, this (sexual risk avoidance) mes-
sage was helpful and it did impact me.” 
After this motivational presentation 
many students pledged abstinence or 
renewed abstinence.

The commitment and dedication of 
the staff is reflected in the 246 days the 
Center was open and 3,000 plus volun-
teer hours clocked this year. (The Center 
only closed three days due to inclement 
weather and five days in July to staff an 
information booth at the county fair - but 
did respond to emergency needs during 
that time).

The LIFE Pregnancy Center has 
recently initiated a capital campaign in 
an effort to raise monies for a permanent 
professional medical facility to maintain 
current services and have the ability to 
expand future services. Contributions 
and “sweat equity” pledges are now 
being accepted for this campaign.

For further information or to schedule 
a facility tour, call (740)333-3030. The 
Pregnancy Center is located at 314 East 
Court Street. Find us on Facebook at 
Pregnancy Center WCH or the website 
www. pregnancycenter wch.org

Pregnancy Center completes 15th year of success
Center o�ers free and 
con¢dential care

Courtesy photo
The Pregnancy Center welcomes baby Kara into the world. Kara is seen at the Center with her mom, 
Martha, and big sisters, Tandra(left) and Elaina(right).
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By Robert Grim
For Spectrum Magazine

The village of Bloomingburg, founded 
200 years ago, in 1815, by Solomon Bow-
ers, has experienced many changes since 
its founding.

The Bloomingburg village square on 
the northwest corner of Main and Cross 
Streets has hosted two town hall build-
ings. The original frame town hall was 
built soon after the village was founded 
in 1815 and was used as the village 
school before it became the town hall. It 
was replaced in 1937 by the brick struc-
ture still in use today.

Exactly when the use of the wooden 
structure changed from a school to the 
town hall is unknown, but an 1875 street 
map of Bloomingburg has three educa-
tional facilities marked on it. The public 
school is on the “square,” the Bloom-
ingburg Academy which was formed in 
1863 is located on the northeast corner 
of Main Street and Yankeetown Road 
(now Biddle Blvd.), and what was known 
as a “Negro School” is at the northeast 
corner of Lincoln Street and Yankeetown 
Road (later became North Street and is 
now Biddle Blvd.). At that time Lincoln 
Street only extended between Academy 
Street and Yankeetown Road (Biddle 
Blvd).

The present brick town hall, a 34 by 
60 feet structure with a colonial style 
front, was built in 1937 as a Works Prog-
ress Administration (WPA) project at a 
cost of approximately $8,000. The build-
ing has a rear basement area that housed 
the village firefighting equipment, which 
consisted of one fire truck until the 
1950’s.

In 1970 a three bay fire station was 
built on the south side of the town hall 
and housed the village fire equipment 
until 2014, when a new five bay Bloom-
ingburg-Paint-Marion Township Joint 
Fire District fire station was built on the 
northeast corner of Main and Bowers 
Street.

A public water supply was provided 
for the residents of Bloomingburg with 
a “Town Pump” located in front of the 
town hall on the sidewalk extending 
along Main Street until 1951 when the 
village water system was installed at a 

cost of $116,000, and residents were 
expected to connect their homes and 
businesses to the village water system.

A water tank was erected on the north 
side of the town hall to provide pressure 
for the water system and remained there 
until about 10 years ago when a new 
water tank was erected along Midland 
Avenue on the east side of the village at 
the site of the old B & O Railroad sta-
tion.

In 1876 the citizens of the village 
voted to levy a five-mill tax “for sewers, 
drains and ditches.” Four sewers were 
constructed. The village installed its first 
sanitary sewer system in 1976 at a cost 
of $941, 117. At that time the village also 
upgraded the village water treatment 
plant at a cost of $117, 295.

A village prison was also provided in 
1876. A small wooden structure built of 
two by six inch lumber was constructed 

Bloomingburg has seen many changes in past 200 years

Courtesy photo
Bloomingburg’s first town hall around the year 1915.

Courtesy photo
Bloomingburg’s current town hall. It was built in 1937. A fire station was added to the south side of the building in 1970 and the village water tower was erected 
on the north side of the town hall when the village water system was installed in 1951. The water tower has since been removed and a new fire station has since 
been built.

See CHANGES | 44
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Columbus, it was as if we were 
tunneling through the deepest 
snowdrifts I had ever seen. When 
we fi nally got into our town, we 
were riding down a narrow clearing 
between two walls of snow as high 
as the bus windows. Our town was 
paralyzed. My next worry was: could 
I get a cab to take me home after the 
bus landed?

I had a very long wait until the 
exhausted cab driver came for me. I 
was getting sicker by the minute but 
by his careful driving, he fi nally got 
me home.

My father had shoveled our walk 
and steps and I opened the door of 
our warm house, where mother had 
a pot of vegetable soup cooking.

I am happy to report that the little 
twins grew and thrived, knowing 
a good and happy life. They are in 
their 60’s, Kathi is a grandmother 
and Mike, a former Columbus 
businessman, did not marry. They 
often visit me here and we reminisce 
about the days when they grew up 
in Beechwold and loved their house-
keeper, “Henrietta,” always calling 
her “Yenny.”

I still hear other “Old-timers” rem-
inisce about “the big snow” and that 
Ohio State-Michigan game. What 
I remember most is fi nally getting 
home and being thankful for being 
able to get into my own bed before 
the “Grim Reaper” came by for me.

Jean Mickle is a local citizen who writes columns 
for the Record-Herald.

From page 31

Snow
By John Leland
For Spectrum Magazine

From August 1948 through May 1949, 
the Washington Rotary Club sponsored 
10 monthly variety shows at the high 
school auditorium on Temple Street. 
Promoted with the slogan the “Best Is Yet 

to Come,” the shows had a 
twofold purpose: to bring 
some quality, live entertain-
ment to Fayette County and 
raise money to hasten con-
struction of the swimming 
pool, which opened in June 
1950 on Eyman Park Drive.

Each production included 
eight to 10 acts presented 

against the backdrop of a different dance 
orchestra. Skitch Henderson, one of 
America’s best-known dance band lead-
ers, led the orchestra at the October 1948 
show.

The shows featured fi rst-rate entertain-
ers from radio, vaudeville, Broadway, and 
Bob Hope’s USO tours. The Rotary Club 
booked the orchestras and nearly 100 acts 
through Hollywood Productions, a large 
talent agency based in Los Angeles.

All of the performances took place on 
Wednesday nights. An adult ticket cost 
$1.25, but reserved seats went only to 
those who had purchased season tickets 
for the entire 10-show series. After the 
1,100-seat auditorium was fi lled to capac-
ity for the shows in August and Septem-
ber 1948, planners scheduled two per-
formances at 7 p.m. and 9:15 p.m.—for 
each of the eight remaining productions. 
Attendance for all 10 productions totaled 

nearly 14,000 persons.
The audiences saw vocalists, dancers, 

magicians, jugglers, and a professional 
whistler. There were marionettes, con-
tortionists, slapstick comedians, roller 
skaters, yodelers, tumblers, and a rope-
spinning comedian who reminded many 

of Will Rogers. And there 
were animal acts, too. These 
included a dancing dog and 
a gaggle of African lovebirds 
that walked a tightrope and 
pushed miniature baby car-
riages.

Comedian Dick Burns 
performed at the fi rst show 
in August 1948. In makeup 

and costume, he resembled Harpo Marx. 
Burns amused the audience with his pan-
tomimes, comic playing of the xylophone 
and assorted novelty tricks.

Each program featured an act of local 
talent. For example, in November 1948, 
Hazel Engle, a 12-year-old pianist from 
near Bloomingburg, played two classical 
compositions. In February 1949, Richard-
son Palmer, a young percussionist from 
Washington C. H., pounded away on sev-
eral types of drums with fl air and élan.

The highlight of every show was the 
introduction of an “Honor Citizen”—-a 
person recognized for having lived a life 
of unselfi sh community service according 
to the “Golden Rule.” A committee of 25 
men and women from the city and county 
chose the 10 “Honor Citizens” on behalf 
of the Rotary Club. Each month’s “Honor 
Citizen” was introduced from the stage 
and the person’s good deeds recounted. 
The honoree was presented a jeweled pin, 

symbolic of having lived by the “Golden 
Rule.” The identities of the “Honor 
Citizens” and local entertainers were not 
revealed until the night of the shows.

The fi rst “Honor Citizen” was David 
Whiteside, superintendent of the Fayette 
County children’s home. The nine other 
honorees in order of their recognition 
were: Emma Jackson; Annetta Rowe; 
Agnes Kerrigan; Asa Murry; Elmer Arm-
brust; Susan Fite; Ray Maynard; Ilo Lar-
rimer; and George Hall.

Emma Jackson and Annetta Rowe 
were active, earnest members of the First 
Presbyterian Church and the Grace Meth-
odist Church respectively. Agnes Ker-
rigan and Susan Fite were retired school 
teachers. Asa Murry was a retired grocer 
from Good Hope, while Elmer Armbrust 
operated a stone quarry and a ready-mix 
concrete plant. Ray Maynard had retired 
in 1946 as head of the men’s clothing 
department at Craig’s department store. 
Ilo Larrimer was a leading member of the 
Bloomingburg Presbyterian Church and a 
tireless Red Cross volunteer; George Hall 
had been the Washington C. H. fi re chief 
since 1936.

The shows were costly to produce. 
After all expenses had been paid, the 
“Best Is Yet to Come” netted only $1,000 
for the swimming pool fund. Neverthe-
less, the variety shows heightened the 
public’s interest in building the swimming 
pool. The shows provided colorful enter-
tainment at a modest cost to the patrons 
and further fostered the vibrant commu-
nity spirit that was so evident in Fayette 
County in the years immediately follow-
ing the end of World War II.

Looking Back: The ‘Best Is Yet to Come’ variety shows

Henderson
Burns
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By Joretta Brunner
For Spectrum Magazine

Whenever you see a blind man he has 
a cane.

This is a story about a blind man and 
his cane.

He was Elmer F. Armbrust; he was 
born in 1887 and passed away in 1956. 
He had done a lot of living in those 69 
years.

He was a tireless worker and had 
looked after business matters up to 
within a few hours of his death.

In addition to his extensive land hold-
ings, he was the owner and active man-
ager of the Sugar Creek Stone Quarry 
and Armbrust Concrete and Building 
Supply Plant.

He was married and raised nine chil-
dren, only two are still living. Three of 
his sons served in WWII.

But the Blind Man and his cane went 
to work every day. He had a driver to 
take him places. He spent the mornings 
at the Stone Quarry and the afternoons 
at the Concrete Plant and then back to 
the quarry.

He had many friends, he recognized 
the walk and talk of many.

He enjoyed the home he built in 1937. 
We could never move the furniture, he 
knew where everything was. His cane led 
him around the house.

He checked on his farm by asking 
the boys many questions (Is the corn 
planted? Is there any cattle ready for the 
market?).

My favorite time is when they thrust 
the wheat. The women fed the men in 
the basement. We would take the water 
out to the field by horse.

When it came to eating, mother would 
pin a napkin or towel around his neck so 
he would not soil his shirt. She would 
put the food in separate bowls. He was a 
good eater as you could tell by his, what 
people would call, beer belly.

He went home every Saturday after-
noon to clean up and his other driver 
would take him to town to eat and they 
would park downtown and he enjoyed 
the people who would come up to talk 
to him.

I would get 50 cents each week to 

clean and polish his shoes.
He went to church every Sunday 

(Sugar Grove Methodist) where he had a 
special parking space out front. He used 
his cane to help him count how many 
steps to the church door. That cane 
helped him every step of the way.

This Blind Man who loved this town 
gave generously and was loved by all 
who knew him.

The 25 years I knew him as my father 
he and his cane was a part of my life too. 
I use a cane now too, but I’m not blind.

The two children still living are 
Charles R. Armbrust, 93, and Joretta A. 
Brunner, 84.

Life is uncertain, E.F. was 69 when 
God took him home. He was a good 
Christian man who lived life to its fullest 
with his cane. His canes were wooden 
and some still remain with the family to 
use.

A Blind Man and His Cane

Courtesy photo
Elmer F. Armbrust’s addition to his extensive land holdings the owner and active manager of the Sugar 
Creek Stone Quarry and Armbrust Concrete and Building Supply Plant.

Courtesy photo
Elmer F. Armbrust
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For Spectrum Magazine

Jim and Ann Kiger are Fayette Coun-
ty’s most prolifi c writers and historians 
from the 1960’s through the 1990’s as 
they have written and introduced, with 
great success, two compelling books 
about real people, the true heroes of 
Fayette County, and Washington Court 
House.

Both books have one central thread, 
“If you try, work hard and treat your con-
temporaries with honesty and respect, 
you can make it in life.”

Through their stories they have delved 

into the heart of Fayette County people 
to fi nd the qualities that have sustained 
them. In their latest offering, they have 
told all of us to reach deep for hidden 
courage and strength to help them when 
all appears lost, to never give up - climb 
your mountain in life.

Put aside hatred, envy and deceit 
and reach out to your fellow man and 
in the end be rewarded with immeasur-
able riches. Their goal - to rekindle the 
spirit of achievement that makes Fayette 
County so unique. Have Jim and Ann 
put down their old fashion ink pens? We 
hope not!

Kigers continue to write about county history

Martin Graham | Record-Herald photo
Ann and Jim Kiger

By Tom Esper
For Spectrum Magazine

Garden Clubs are part and parcel of 
life in Fayette County.

One such club is the Washington Gar-
den Club. This club recently celebrated 
its 68th anniversary, having been orga-
nized in 1947. Meetings are held each 
month and typically begin with a carry-
in luncheon and then a business meeting 
and demonstrations of planting, growing 
and care for all kinds of garden fl owers 
and vegetables.

Many times there will be demonstra-
tions of making fl ower arrangements 
with tips on correct methods, styles, 

size and other particulars in the creation 
of award winning arrangements.

The Washington Club operates under 
the leadership of local offi cers under 
the guidance of the Ohio Association of 
Garden Clubs (OAGC). The Washington 
Garden Club is led this year by presi-
dent Jo Ann Brady with assistance of 
her core of offi cers. The membership is 
open to any Fayette County resident and 
is open to both women and men.

OAGC is divided into regions with 
region 16 being the local region. The 
current region director is a very active 
local resident Linda Morgan. She 
advises the region 16 clubs on OAGC 
guidelines and suggestions for local 

club activities and responsibilities. The 
OAGC has an annual statewide conven-
tion and in addition there are regional 
conventions where the members can 
display their skills and attend classes to 
pique their interests and improve those 
skills.

In years past there were several other 
garden clubs in the county, one of which 
was the Posy Garden Club with mem-
bers primarily from the Madison Mills 
area. A current active member of the 
Washington Garden Club and longtime 
former member of the disbanded Posy 
Garden Club (15 years) is Nancy Jo 
Esper. When the Posy Club ceased to 
exist she joined the Washington Garden 

Club and has been an active member of 
the club for 22 years now.

In addition to working within the local 
club, Nancy Jo is the regional OAGC 
Horticulture Chairwoman. In that role 

County teeming with garden club activity

See GARDEN | 44
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By Marilyn Weidman
For Spectrum Magazine

In 1967, there were more than 10,000 
individuals with developmental disabili-
ties in Ohio institutions. At that time, 
parents of children with disabilities had 
the option of sending them to a state 
institution or having them live at home, 
although very few community services 
existed.

Many were excluded from public 
school with the statement saying that 
they could not benefit from the educa-
tional process. Opportunities for them 
to participate in the mainstream of the 
community were very limited.

Martha Wagner was one of those par-
ents, as she had a child with a disability. 
She worked tirelessly with the Ohio 
legislature and on July 18, 1967, H.B. 
169 (to be effective on October 25,1967) 
was passed which mandated that county 
boards of developmental disabilities be 
created across the state of Ohio.

In the fall of 1967, the Fayette Progres-
sive School opened with eight children 
at the First Presbyterian Church on 
Market Street. In November of that year, 
the Fayette County Board of DD met 
officially for the first time with Martha 
being one of the original board members. 
Other board members included Mary 
Alice Graumlich; Robert Heiny, M.D.; 
Judge Omar Schwart; Jane Mossbarger; 
Pauline Beatty; Claire Weade; and Nobel 

Rompel, minister of Grace United Meth-
odist Church.

With people like Martha, the lives 
of individuals with disabilities were 
changed for the better. The state institu-
tions where many people with DD lived 
and were sometimes treated unjustly and 
unfairly were closed. People with dis-
abilities could now attend public school, 
attend a sheltered workshop, be treated 
with respect, make their own choices, 
live on their own, have dreams and goals, 
get a job and earn a paycheck, contribute 
to their community, and live a good life.

Each year the Fayette County Board of 
DD honors Martha Wagner by selecting 
a member of the community who has 
personally or professionally enhanced 
the quality of life of persons with DD 
and their families.

Past recipients of this award include:
- Carl Nevels (Nevels HVAC - heating 

and air conditioning)
- Jennie Jordan (Special Olympics)
- Melissa Long-Smith (parent educator 

for CORE)
- Jeanne Immell (former director of the 

Commission on Aging)
- Women of South Side Church (com-

munity programming for adults)
- Peggy Zimmerman (Special Educa-

tion Director for WCH Schools)
- Linda Patterson (Frontier Commu-

nity Services, Inc.)
- Darl Hardy (telephone communica-

tions)

- Sharon Gibbs (Help Me Grow)
- Fayette County Engineer’s Office
- Larry Mayer (Jeffersonville Masonic 

Lodge)
- David Bender (Office of Fayette 

County Probate Judge)
- Matthew Weidman (Fayette County 

Sheriff’s Office)
Throughout the past years, signifi-

cant changes have taken place in how 
people with disabilities are accepted into 
society. Through its humble beginnings 
in the basement of a church, FCBDD 
has grown with programs spanning age 
groups from birth through retirement, 
service and support administration, 
residential and vocational supports, 
recreational and social activities, Special 
Olympics, family support services, a 
self-advocacy group, early intervention, 
preschool, transportation, SAFE (Show-
ing Acceptance for Everyone), PTO, and 
OT, PT and Speech Therapies.

Much knowledge has been attained 
over this time span. Knowledge to “put 
the person first” when speaking about 
those with disabilities; knowledge that 
a workshop setting may not be the best 
alternative; knowledge that when receiv-
ing services at the earliest age, babies 
with delays can reach important devel-
opmental milestones; knowledge that 
people with disabilities can obtain jobs 
in the community. But the most impor-
tant knowledge obtained, is that people 
with disabilities have the same rights as 

you and me – the right to a life of dignity 
and respect.

Thank you to the legacy left by Martha 
Wagner and other pioneers who through 
their diligent work, opened the door to 
an exciting world of change in the lives 
of people with developmental disabili-
ties.

History of the Martha Wagner Award

Courtesy photo
Here, Caryl Bookman, daughter of Martha Wagner 
and an FCBDD member, presents the Martha 
Wagner award to Sgt. Matthew Weidman of the 
Fayette County Sheriff’s Office.

behind the town hall. The grating on 
the inside of the jail was made of wood 
instead of iron, but a small window on 
the west side of the building had iron 
bars.

William Wrobbel, who served as the 
village mayor from 1938 to 1942, was 
quoted in a newspaper article as stat-
ing that “Not in years has the jail held a 
prisoner.” In 1934 Mrs. Anna Larrimer 
agreed to donate land for a new jail and 

an application was made to have a new 
jail built as a government C.W.A. proj-
ect, but apparently it was not approved 
as no new jail was ever built.

In the 1960’s the old jail building was 
considered an eyesore and given to 
Johnny Jones, the village street commis-
sioner. He had a car repair shop behind 
his house at 6 Market St. and placed the 
jail inside his garage for use as a tool 
shed. It remains there today.

In 1880 the old ordinances of the 
village were all repealed and new ones 
made to conform to the new state laws 
and in keeping with the times. The 
same thing was done again in 1972.

From page 40

Changes

she is charged with coming up with a 
horticulture display for the state con-
vention each year. Her displays have 
provided her with the challenge of com-
ing up with new ideas each year within 
her horticultural area and having the 
display be educational as well as attrac-
tive.

Another active OAGC Garden Club 
group in the county is the Fayette 
Garden Club. They also are very active 

and enjoy gardening within the OAGC 
framework. A third club (not affiliated 
with OAGC) are the Deer Creek Dai-
sies, which is also an active group and 
enjoys many monthly outings.

From page 43

Garden
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Court House Manor
555 North Glenn Avenue, Washington C.H., OH

740.335.9290
CourtHouseManor.com

St. Catherine’s Manor
250 Glenn Avenue, Washington C.H., OH

740.335.6391
StCatherinesCourtHouse.com
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By Neil Rowland
For Spectrum Magazine

Where are you from? And I answer, 
“I’m from Dogtown.” Where or what is 
that?

Thus we have a conversation. Dog-
town, which the official name on the 
early maps was Plano, is located on 
the county line between Fayette and 
Ross counties where the White Road 
and Plano Road come together. No one 
knows when the nickname “Dogtown” 
started, but it has been that about as 
long as has the official name.

It is thought that it got the nickname 
because of the many raccoon hounds in 
the area. (The last of the great raccoon 
hunters were Carl Rea, Wes Jones and 
Ralph Garrison). The home straddled 
the county line and you slept in one 
county and ate breakfast in another. 
Besides the store building and the home 
where there was a blacksmith’s shop, a 
town pump watering trough, and a post 
office. I don’t know when the store was 
built, probably in the mid 1800’s.

My father’s family moved to the area 
in 1898. They located about a mile from 
Dogtown on Dogtown Road (modern 
name). One of the reasons my grandpar-
ents, Robert and Sarah Rutledge Row-
land, settled here was Sarah’s brother 
William Rutledge lived across the road. 
The Rowland’s came from Vinton Coun-
ty. They had seven children, two girls 
and five boys, Clyde, Minta, Ernest, 
Clarence, Tom, John and Clara. John 
was my father. He was 4 years old when 
they moved here.

The Rutledge family had three girls, 
Retta, Laura, and Ethel who married 
Floyd Rea. They had four children, Carl, 
Mary Bell, Earl and Virginia. Son Carl 
lived on that same farm and had three 
sons, Tom, Ron and Joe. Now his son 
Joe owns the home.

At the time Wes Minnick owned the 
store. My grandfather would bring eggs, 
apples and vegetables and any other 
thing that they raised. Mr. Minnick 
said, “Rob Rowland took home more 

money than he spent.” Mr. Minnick 
was a relative of Jesse Rowe who was 
the father of Lee Allen Rowe who was 
the father of Emily King and Joellen 
Anderson. When the Rowland family 
moved to this farm they lived in a small 
log cabin. Later they built the house 
where Jeff and Julie Garringer live now. 
They sold the farm to the Bryan family 
and bought a farm on route 35 next to 
Eyman Estate in the 1920’s.

Around 1917 my maternal grand-
parents, Leander and Cora Rodgers 
Cartwright, bought the Dogtown store. 
They moved here from Pike County 
and had two daughters, Arta, who was 
married to Clark Davis and lived in the 
Columbus area, and Leora, who became 
my mother. She was about 19-years-
old when they moved. This was a time 
when there were few automobiles and 
still a lot of horse and buggies. The 
store was a place to shop rather than 
going to Washington Court House or 
to Chillicothe. It was also a place to 
loaf. Grandmother Cartwright would 
allow checkers to be played but no 
card games. Some of the neighborhood 
families were Andrews, Arihood, Rowe, 
Stookey, Hill, Bryant, Brya, Garrison, 
Britton, White, Craig and Geesling.

Most of the food in the store was 
canned. There was no refrigeration, 
only an ice box. There was always bolo-
gna and cheese. Crackers and cookies 
were in open containers. You could buy 
pop for five cents, nickel candy bars 
and a penny for an all day sucker. The 
grocery wholesaler was Dahl Campbell 
(later to be called the Midland Grocery 
Company) and if you did a certain 
amount of business you would be enti-
tled to go on an “excursion” with the 
company.

There were several country stores 
in the area (about two miles apart), 
Austin, Hilltop (old route 35), Fairview 
Cisco and Johnson’s Crossing. A lot of 
people were able to take these trips. My 
mother told about going to Cedar Point 

‘Dogtown’ leaves legacy in county

Courtesy photo
Scenes from “Dogtown”

Courtesy photo
Scenes from “Dogtown”See LEGACY | 49
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Fayette County
Board of Developmental Disabilities

Service and Support Administration • Residential & Vocational Supports

Recreational/Social Activities • Special Olympics • Family Support Services

Self-Advocacy Group • Early Intervention • Preschool

Transportation • SAFE (Showing Acceptance for Everyone)

PTO • Therapy (OT, PT, Speech)

1330 Robinson Road
Washington CH, OH 43160

740-335-7453

For more information 
visit our website: 
www.fayettedd.com www.facebook.com/fayettecountydd

Our Vision: To empower people to be the best version of themselves

Available Services:
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By Dave Ogan, Carroll Halliday Inc.
President and dealer
For Spectrum Magazine

March marks the 84th anniversary of 
Carroll Halliday Ford Lincoln in Fay-
ette County. Needless to say, much has 
changed in the business of selling and 
servicing Ford vehicles. Back in the day, 
when Mr. Halliday, my grandfather, came 
to Fayette County with his newly award-
ed franchise to sell Ford, life and the car 
business were very different than today.

There were no freeways, governmen-
tal regulations regarding vehicle safety 
features, emissions, recalls, financing 
or even prices did not exist. If a person 
had a few hand tools, a block and tackle 
and a strong tree limb, they could repair 
their own vehicle, if Halliday had the 
parts. Back in 1932, Mr. Halliday also 
was dealing with the fact unemployment, 
during USA’s Great Depression, hit 25 
percent, the banks were closing and the 
average worker made $1,600 per year 
and the average Ford vehicle sold for 
$600 “brand-spanking new.”

I never spoke about the future of the 
car business with my grandfather when 
he was alive. I started working at Hal-
liday’s 50 years ago in 1966. This year, 
for Spectrum Magazine, members of 
the staff and my self are going to fast 
forward to the year 2066 and make some 
predictions about the car business 50 
years from now. Although most of the 
staff were not overly confident of being 
alive in 2066, for all we know about the 
future we may all be around to see it or 
not.

The first question, based on past and 
current trends, is: what companies will 
be making vehicles in 2066? We do not 
think Google, Tesla and Apple are going 
to put Toyota, Ford or General Motors 
out of the car making business in 50 
years. Most of the staff were not opti-
mistic about jobs in manufacturing, and 
foresaw more robotics in assembly. Some 
staff predicted that due to emission 

cheating, that Volkswagen failed during 
the 2020 Great Depression. Fiat Chrysler 
America never found a merger partner 
and FCA sold off their most popular 
branded vehicle lines to the world’s 
three remaining manufacturers Toyota, 
General Motors and Ford. One of our 
department heads looked in his Crystal 
Ball and predicted that in 2066, the USA 
had been so negatively impacted by the 
coming of a second “Great Depression,” 
that much of America’s fleet of vehicles 
in 2066 consisted of 50 year-old cars, 
that like Cuba’s 1950’s car fleet today, 
we Americans went to great lengths to 
restore and keep many of the current 
200,000,000 cars running.

Another prediction about the car busi-
ness that staff discussed was would there 
even be car dealers. The Tesla’s and 
Amazons of 2066 will still be fighting 
with the locally politically powerful car 
dealer lobby about direct internet sales. 
Some folks predicted that 3-D printing 
factories would become popular, and 

customers would go pick up their own 
specially designed cars at 3-D fabrication 
centers. Parts departments in dealer-
ships will become 3-D print shops and 
many cost saving steps, such as ware-
houses, delivery trucks and dealership 
stocking of slow moving parts became 
unnecessary in 2066.

The vehicles of 2066 were a large topic 
among our prognosticating futurists 
at Halliday Ford-Lincoln. Many of our 
staff foresees more gas-electric hybrid 
power plants. The vehicles of 2066 have 
become rolling mobile devices. The 
legality of self-driving cars was settled 
decades before 2066 with the require-
ment that there had to be a human who 
could take over a self-driving car in the 
event of a software or hardware failure. 
Car thefts were very low as the vehicles 
of 2066 were synced to start by way of 
bio-metric sensors that required finger-
print, iris or voice recognition or combi-
nations thereof.

In the dealership service department 

our futurists predicted that technicians 
were replaced by robots. Vehicle diagnos-
tics were performed by MRI diagnostic 
machines. Due to advances in materials 
and manufacturing vehicles no longer 
need lubricants, fluids or periodic main-
tenance. Batteries and other electrical 
power sources were now connected to 
solar panels. With the advent of self-driv-
ing cars, the need for steering wheels, 
speed control and brakes allowed vehicle 
interiors to function as a seating lounge 
area with swivel and reclining Lazy-
Boys dominating the vehicle interiors. 
The Lincoln brand in 2066 would offer 
a flying Continental to the 2066 luxury 
vehicle buyer.

I would like to thank the staff of Car-
roll Halliday Ford Lincoln for putting 
their prediction hats on. We all decided 
that predictions should be numerous and 
not attributable to any one staff member. 
Hopefully people in 2066 will get a smile 
about any predictions that came true in 
2066 and forget the bad predictions.

What is the future of the car business?
Carroll Halliday employees 
make their predictions

Martin Graham | For Spectrum Magazine
Carroll Halliday is coming up on the 84th anniversary of the business and the staff recently made predictions for the next 50 years in the car industry. From 
business dealings to self-driving cars, the staff came up with plenty of ideas for what 2066 would look like for vehicles.
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and Thousand Islands. Grandfather 
Cartwright bought a “pick up” truck. It 
must have had a flat bed that was four 
feet by four feet. He trucked hogs (three 
or four at a time) to market and wheat 
to the mill for the neighborhood farm-
ers.

By 1929 Robert Rowland and Cora 
Cartwright had died. Leora had come 
back from working in Columbus (she 
had also attended beauty school where 

she became a beautician) to help take 
care of her father and the store. She 
and John Rowland had dated for several 
years. John being the youngest son had 
stayed home to operate the family farm 
after his father died.

They were married in 1929. I was 
born in 1930 and my sister Betty was 
born in 1933. The Rowland farm was 
settled up and in 1936 my parents 
bought the Arihood farm on White 
Road across from Maple Grove church 
one half mile from the Dogtown store.

Grandfather Cartwright died in 1930 
and grandmother Rowland in 1933. My 
mother and her sister decided to rent 

out the store. Several people tried to 
be storekeepers, but the era of the little 
country store was over. Later Fenton 
Graves bought the store. He worked on 
the railroad as a section hand. He made 
a living quarters in one half of the store. 
He rented the house, his wife Myrtle 
ran the store, and they raised two boys, 
his nephew, Jack Graves and her neph-
ew, Bob Leach.

After their ownership, the Harley 
Self family purchased the property. 
They took down the buildings and set 
up mobile homes for three different 
families. Now they are gone and there 
is nothing but an empty lot. Tony Pur-

sell owns it now. The only reminder of 
Dogtown and Plano is the road sign that 
stands on the south side of the road.

Dogtown may not be more than mem-
ories, but it still exists as a wonderful 
community.

Oh yes, my name is Neil Rowland. My 
wife, Thelma Clark and I have lived in 
the same house for over 60 years. And it 
is just a quarter mile from Dogtown. We 
have raised five children, Gene, Rodger, 
Cindy, Robin and Ruth. We have several 
grandchildren and great grandchildren. 
It sounds like we haven’t ventured out 
very much, but why should we, we have 
it all right here. God Bless.

WCH_Spectrum49

Courtesy photo
Scenes from “Dogtown”

From page 46

Legacy
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By Robert Grim
For Spectrum Magazine

Washington Court House was a beehive 
of activity in June 1913 as the local Grand 
Army of the Republic (GAR) posts hosted 
the 47th annual encampment of the Ohio 
Department of the GAR.

Colonel Baldwin Hartzelle Millikan 
commanded the R. B. Hayes Post and 
D. R. Jacobs commanded the John Bell 
GAR Post. Col. Millikan was a very influ-
ential local businessman, and was largely 

responsible for bringing the encampment 
to Washington Court House.

Such an event was not new to the com-
munity. It was the second time such an 
event was held here. The first time was 
in 1905 when the 39th Ohio Department 
encampment was held in Washington 
Court House. The GAR Memorial Hall on 
East Court Street (now 221 East Court 
Street) was the center of activity.

Thousands of visitors descended on 
the city for almost a week as the GAR 
members and the various groups allied 

with them met for their annual encamp-
ment (convention). Among the groups 
meeting with the GAR were the Woman’s 
Relief Corps, which was the official GAR 
auxiliary, the Ladies of the Grand Army 
of the Republic (Col. Milllikan’s wife was 
president of the local Circle No. 25 Ladies 
of the GAR), the Sons of Union Veterans 
of the Civil War and the Sons of Veterans 
Reserve.

The GAR was the nation’s first real 
veterans organization formed 150 years 

WCH_Spectrum50

Courtesy photos
A 1913 scene of the GAR Memorial Hall on East Court Street during the GAR’s 47th Ohio Department Encampment.

Two Grand Army of the Republic encampments held here

See ARMY | 53

Some of the GAR china used at the GAR Memorial 
Hall still exists.
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Washington Court House, 
Ohio 43160

Phone: 740-335-9641

SERVICE TIMES & PLACES:
Sunday at the Washington High School Gym

10:00 Pre-Worship Connection
10:30 Praise and Worship Service

Wednesday: 120 West Court Street, Suite 3 
7:00 p.m. (Above Trends)

Logos Ladies Ministry
meets the first Tuesday of each month at Liberty Hall, 

Washington City Schools at  7:00 p.m.  
Happy Hour at 6:00 p.m.

Men’s Ministry
meets the first Thursday of each month at 
120 West Court Street, Suite 3 at 7:00 p.m.  

Social Time at 6:30 p.m.

gatheringplace
the

Pastor John & Glenda Pfeifer

40839867
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ago in 1866 following the Civil War. It 
exercised great influence in every commu-
nity in the northern states and was suc-
cessful in getting the federal government 
to establish hospitals, orphanages, and 
soldiers’ homes to care for the returning 
soldiers and their families. Eventually, 
they were successful in getting federal 
pensions for Union veterans.

The GAR ceased to exist when its 
last member, Albert Woolson, died in 
1956. The last Fayette County Civil War 
veteran, Elon Thornton, died in 1941. 
The GAR Memorial Hall on Court Street 
closed following the demise of the GAR 
members, and in 1981 marble tablets con-
taining the names of 2,662 Fayette Coun-

ty Civil War veterans were removed from 
the building and placed along the walls 
of the new senior citizens center built at 
1179 Elm St. in Washington Court House 
where they can be viewed today.

Circle No. 25 of the Ladies of the GAR 
was active in Fayette County until just a 
few years ago. Henry Casey Camp No. 92 
Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War 
was chartered in 1992 and meets in Wash-
ington Court House.

Courtesy photo
Each delegate attending the 1905 GAR encampment in Washington Court House received a special badge 
to commemorate the event. Above left is the front of the badge and above right is the back of the badge. 

Courtesy photo
Every GAR member had a brass lapel pin like the 
one pictured here. 

From page 50

Army

By Marilyn Weidman
For Spectrum Magazine

The Fayette Progressive School 
has been assisting children and their 
families for almost 50 years. During this 
time, thousands of families have been 
guided and assisted through the pro-
grams and services offered. The follow-
ing is a glimpse into the past of just how 
valuable this school is to the families 
of children with disabilities and to the 
community at large.

The Fayette Progressive School was 
established in the basement of a local 
church in the fall of 1967 with eight 
students. Staff consisted of one teacher, 
Nancy Black and a part-time adminis-
trator, Fern Ginn. In the fall of 1968, 
the school moved to three rooms at the 
Washington Junior High School with 
14 students and two teachers, Mrs. 
Garnette Kendall and Claudia Coe. In 
1974, The Progressive School leased the 
Sunnyside Building from the Washing-
ton City Schools and in August of that 
year, the school had 41 students in five 
classes and 14 staff members.

When the school was first established, 
children with disabilities were not 
included into the mainstream of public 
education. However, in 1975, the fed-
eral government mandated a Free and 

Appropriate Public Education for all, 
and the local school systems developed 
special education programs. With this, 
in the fall of 1989, the Early Childhood 
program grew and expanded and in Jan-
uary of 1998, Fayette Progressive School 
moved into their existing location at 
The Starting Gate on Leesburg Avenue.

Today, Fayette Progressive School has 
grown by leaps and bounds. There are 
three classrooms along with an Early 
Intervention program. There are 83 stu-
dents enrolled in the preschool, which 
include children with one or more delays 
and typical peers called pals. The Early 
Intervention program has 36 Center and 
Home Based children and families that 
they work with.

Early Intervention builds upon and 
provides supports and resources to 
assist family members and caregivers to 
enhance children’s learning and develop-
ment through everyday learning oppor-
tunities. Scientists have long known 
that the brain grows quickly between 
the ages of 0 and 3, which suggests that 
early intervention would be an ideal 
way to work with children at this age 
level. We know that early intervention, 
specialized education, and structured 
support can help, and the earlier an 
individual is diagnosed, the better the 

outcome.
While every child is different and 

unique, recent studies have shown that 
some children with autism and devel-
opmental delays who receive pre-school 
therapy are able to integrate into main-
stream school following early interven-
tion. Because of these programs, many 
will not even require an Individualized 
Education Program (IEP) which is excit-
ing news.

The Fayette Progressive School is 
licensed and chartered by the Depart-
ment of Education. Through this, there 
are certain rules that must be followed; 
rules to ensure that the children receiv-
ing services are served in a safe, nurtur-
ing and high-quality learning environ-
ment. The school is inspected every 

year by the Department of Education 
to make certain that all rules are being 
followed, that the students have a safe 
environment in which to learn, that the 
curriculum taught is developmentally 
appropriate, and that all teachers are 
qualified.

There has been much knowledge 
attained and changes made throughout 
the years. From the basement of a local 
church to The Starting Gate location; 
from serving eight to serving over 80; 
from the vast amount of research and 
improvements in the lives of people with 
disabilities; the world is now a better 
place in which to live, learn and grow.

Assisting children and their families for almost 50 years

Courtesy photo
Fayette Progressive School has been serving the 
community’s children and their families for nearly 
50 years.

Courtesy photo
Fayette Progressive School holds all kinds of fun 
activities for the children they serve.
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Scenes from Bloomingburg’s past

Courtesy photo
One hundred years ago, in 1916, Fayette County had several covered bridges. This one was on the west 
side of Bloomingburg over Paint Creek on what was until recently known as State Route 38. State Route 
38 has been relocated to what used to be State Route 238.

Courtesy photo
McDowell Elevator 100 years ago – later the Dr. Heniz Feed Company- on the east edge of Bloomingburg.

Courtesy photo
Looking southeast at the intersection of Main and Cross streets toward the K of P building in 
Bloomingburg as the village celebrated the American Bicentennial of the Declaration of Independence 
in 1976.

Courtesy photo
Nationally known Cleveland Browns football star Paul Warfield rides in an antique car as the grand 
marshal of the Bloomingburg American Bicentennial parade in 1976.
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By Megan Hitt
For Spectrum Magazine

North Shore Primitives in Washington 
Court House, owned and operated by 
Megan Hitt, has an interesting history 
since it was built in the late 1800s.

History of 153 S. Hinde St:
North Shore Primitives, as I remem-

ber, was originally Fayette Supply Com-
pany and was owned at one time by the 
B&O Railroad. It was the central place 
for goods to arrive via train to Wash-
ington C.H. Businesses and individuals 
in town would come there to pick up 
their supplies. Anywhere windows are 
in the building are actually huge doors 
that opened to unload the goods into the 
store, and there is a hand-drawn lift still 
operable in the building, which is used 
frequently!

The floors are uneven on the south 
side of the building, where there once 
was a track to move the goods through-
out the building. Remnants remain, 
including a cart from those days. One 
room in the building is still lined with 
tin in order to keep rats out of the per-
ishables that were once stored there. It 
is reported that all kinds of things were 
stored in the building including one man 
who remembers cans of peas.

A huge sign in the store, behind the 
old store counter, references “S.A. Ply-
ley and Sons Moving & Storage” who 
purchased the building from the railroad 
in the early 1900s. The building was 
purchased by the Thompson family 
thereafter and again by another family 
with the last name Thompson reportedly 
not related. It became the Thompson 
Transfer company. Many people remem-
ber storing furniture and various items 
in the building.

Sonny and Bev Walters purchased the 
building in the mid 1990s, if I remember 
correctly, opening the Storage House, 
offering antiques and reproduction 
furniture and primitive home decor. I 
also believe that their daughter-in-law 
purchased it keeping the same name. 
Around 2002, Vickie Warner purchased 
the building and continued on the primi-

tive tradition, renaming it North Shore 
Primitives.

Hitt purchased North Shore and the 
building in 2014 carrying on with the 
same primitive decor, reproductions and 
antiques. In 2015, we took a wall down 
from between rooms in the upstairs, 
repurposing the wood from the wall to 
build a cage bar in the new Thompson’s 
Tavern, honoring the Thompson family. 
We assume the wood from the wall had 
been crates at one time.

You’ll also find hanging on a wall 
upstairs in the building the enormous 
Storage House sign that used to hang 
on the front of the building. The sign 
hanging outside at the top of the build-
ing was painted by Billy Jacobs, a now 
famous primitive painter. We have mer-
chandise on both floors and host three 
open houses a year in addition to other 
special events.

Coming this spring will be the Plyley 
Paint and Project Rooms, as well as 
a coffee bar. Customers will receive a 
sample of a new coffee. We plan to share 
stories of the building and its purveyors 
with visitors in order to keep the history 
alive through framed signs throughout 
the building to tell of the tales as we’ve 
been told. Many people are curious 
about its history!

Storing ‘history’ for over 100 years

Courtesy photo
The Storage House sign.

Courtesy photo
In the background of the photo, the lift, which is 
still in use today, can be seen.

Courtesy photo
The cage bar in Thompson’s Tavern.

Courtesy photo
Fayette Supply Company

Courtesy photo
North Shore Primitives as it looks today.
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By Karen Bernard
For Spectrum Magazine

The Methodist Episcopal Society was organized in 
Fayette County in 1817 when John Solomon and Thom-
as Carr were appointed to serve as pastors. So the con-
gregation which has become Grace United Methodist 
Church will celebrate its 200th anniversary in 2017.

Over that span of time, there have been three church-
es on that corner. After meeting for years in homes, 
outdoors and in various other locations, the first church 
was built in 1867, as the society was turning 50, and 
Methodism in America was celebrating 100 years.

It was a bold financial decision by the nearly 200 
members to purchase land on the southeast corner of 
Market and North streets at a cost of $4,000. They 
vowed to build a church which would stand as “an 
ornament to the town and an honor to the Methodism 
it represented.” They designed a 60 feet by 80 feet 
building of brick with tall arched windows and a spire 
piercing 105 feet into the sky. It had a fine organ and a 
good bell. The building cost about $14,000. With seat-
ing for 500, two annual conferences were held in this 
building — in 1871 and 1883. Visiting ministers were 
housed in homes of members and were entertained like 
royalty.

By 1893, this Society had become known as Grace, 
and the membership was rapidly outgrowing the space 
of that building. The deacons, the finance and design 
committees of the church worked diligently to plan 
for a new building. The new imposing blue-grey Berea 
Stone structure was both solid and humble.

Four towers surrounded the magnificent octago-
nal dome. Inside the ornamental arches, gas/electric 
chandeliers, and pipe organ filled the dome with light 
and music. The stained-glass windows were beautiful. 
Particularly, members and passers-by were fascinated 
by the triangular window above the North St. entrance. 
It depicted Jesus kneeling in prayer in the Garden. At a 
cost of about $75,000, the building contained the larg-
est gathering space in Washington C H at the time. So 
it was often used for concerts, community-wide meet-
ings, and two Methodist annual conferences.

But, on a frigid January night tragedy struck. Local 
radio man, Ray Anderson, told the story:

It happened on Wednesday, January 14th, 1959
While the city was sleeping, with great peace of 

mind,
Tragedy was striking, in the wee hours of morning,
The flames lit the city, without any warning…
The sirens all sounded, and the wagons rolled out,
A city of horror was Washington Court House…
The Grace Methodist church was the scene of the fire,
Where hundreds had gathered to watch it devour
The home of the faithful, the haven of rest …
Where hearts had been lightened, where souls had 

been blessed…
The church was a landmark of sixty-three years,
Resembling hours of labor, and hours of tears;
It had started many people along life’s merry way,
It had seen many people who have been called away,
It had housed many thousands with tender embrace
And heard the great choirs as they sang of His grace,
But there’s one consolation to dry every tear
The building is gone … but the church is still here.
Following the devastating fire, the energetic congre-

gation of 1,600 members rallied and plunged into the 
task of building a new home. While holding services 
at the high school auditorium (now the historic Wash-
ington Middle School), fund-raising and planning went 
forward with super-human effort.

The result of their labor became the third church 
on this site — the current Grace United Methodist 
Church. With prayers in their hearts and a strong 
purpose in mind, the congregation worked under very 

capable leaders to plan a new home. Less than three 
years after the fateful fire, the new $1 million church 
home was ready for occupancy.

In November, 1961, they gathered at the school as 
usual. Then, led by the choir in their new robes, to 
replace the ones lost in the fire, they walked as a group, 
the one-and-a-half blocks, singing “Onward Christian 
Soldiers.” They crowded in, standing room only, and 
marveled at their new space.

Several parts of the current church were not yet 
completed, but it was home. The chapel, featuring the 
window “Jesus, the Good Shepherd,” the faceted art 
glass windows in the sanctuary, the carillon bells, the 
Schantz pipe organ were all added later as funds could 
be raised. The structure was built to last, as fire-proof 
as could be designed, and was dedicated to serve the 
community.

It stands now as a beacon of an everlasting faith and 
a welcome to all who will come here to worship. The 
building, like the congregation under excellent local 
leadership and beloved pastor Mick Whistler is prepar-
ing to meet the challenges of the coming years.

Three churches on the corner of Market and North

Courtesy photo
This is a photo from 1961 of the Grace United Methodist Church, 
which is the current church.

Courtesy photo
An 1867 photo of the church.

Courtesy photo
An 1895 photo of the church.



United
Way

Serving the Residents 
of Fayette County 

for 65 years!!!

Did you know that just a
$35.00 contribution will provide

 •  The Well - 35 personal items for 
 our personal care closet.

 •  Commission on Aging - 5 meals 
 for the elderly.

 •  Health Care Help Fund - Prescription 
 assistance to those in need.

 •  Transition Team - Start up work 
 uniforms.

 •  Special Olympics - Sports Uniforms 
 for 1 athlete, 2 basketballs.

 •  So Much More!!!

 The United 
Way is not about 
the money we 
raise, it’s about 
the help that 
people receive 
because of the 
money we raise. 
The United Way 
of Fayette County will be funding 30 
separate programs in 2016. We all 
win when a child is mentored or when 
senior citizens and those with special 
needs receive needed support to live 
independently. We all win when our 
community is stronger.

Help us help others with a contribution today!

Name                                                         Amount                           

Address                                                                                              

Send your tax deductible gi� to:

United Way of Fayette County,
101 E. East St. WCH,

OH 43160

40837261



Ashley Elkins
Performing deflashing and 
gasket inspection. 

Ron Mosier
Preparing material for deep 
draw forming into a Plate 
Heat Exchanger plate.

April Mitchell
Loading gasket mold with 
freshly extruded  
raw polymer.HEAT EXCHANGER PLATE AND GASKET

INCORPORATED

World Wide Distribution of  
Heat Exchanger Parts  
In Fayette County for 20 years

USA

M

ADE IN

MADE IN AMERICA

809 Delaware Street  
Washington Court House, Ohio 
Visit our website at wcrhx.com

WHAT WE DO: 
WCR produces heat exchanger 
parts for widely recognized  
organizations such as Anheuser 
Busch, Cargill, Proctor and  
Gamble, Kroger, Dannon, Cedar 
Point, Coca-Cola, PepsiCo, The 
Ohio State University and more. 

COMMUNITY PRIDE: 
WCR Inc. recognizes that we 
employ some of the hardest 
working people in Washington 
Court House. We operate 24/7 
to bring products made right 
here in Fayette County to a 
world market.

Official Sponsor See our full story on page

40
84

09
85

5


