
Medical Arts Building 1
1450 Columbus Ave., Suite 201

740-333-3259

Christopher Kaeding, MD

Executive Director of OSU 
Sports Medicine, experienced 
orthopaedics and sports medi-
cine surgeon with sub-specialty 
in ACL injuries

Robert Magnussen, MD, MPH

Orthopaedic surgeon with  
special interest in ACL injury 
and revisions and patellofemoral 
instability and pain

Jonathon Barlow, MD

Orthopaedic surgeon with  
special interest in shoulder  
(dislocations, fractures, labral 
tears) and elbow specialist  
(e.g., Tommy John surgery)

FAYETTE
County Memorial Hospital
Care. Attention. Excellence.

Fayette County Memorial Hospital is pleased 
to partner with Sports Medicine orthopaedic 
surgeons from The Ohio State University Wexner 
Medical Center. Our partnership brings the most 
knowledgeable medical practitioners in the field 
right here, where you live, to help patients of all ages 
enhance physical activity across their lifespan.

Call 740-333-3259 to schedule an appointment. 
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday appointments 
available.

Rehabilitation is right here too. Our experienced therapists 
offer individualized hands-on treatment for your daily aches, 
pains and injuries.

The team that cares  
for the Buckeyes is  
now here for you.

Christopher Kaeding, MD

Executive Director of OSU 
Sports Medicine, experienced 
orthopaedics and sports medi-
cine surgeon with sub-specialty 
in ACL injuries

Robert Magnussen, MD, MPH

Orthopaedic surgeon with  
special interest in ACL injury 
and revisions and patellofemoral 
instability and pain

Jonathon Barlow, MD

Orthopaedic surgeon with  
special interest in shoulder  
(dislocations, fractures, labral 
tears) and elbow specialist  
(e.g., Tommy John surgery)

FAYETTE
County Memorial Hospital
Care. Attention. Excellence.

Fayette County Memorial Hospital is pleased 
to partner with Sports Medicine orthopaedic 
surgeons from The Ohio State University Wexner 
Medical Center. Our partnership brings the most 
knowledgeable medical practitioners in the field 
right here, where you live, to help patients of all ages 
enhance physical activity across their lifespan.

Call 740-333-3259 to schedule an appointment. 
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday appointments 
available.

Rehabilitation is right here too. Our experienced therapists 
offer individualized hands-on treatment for your daily aches, 
pains and injuries.

The team that cares  
for the Buckeyes is  
now here for you.

40854667

Fayette County Memorial Hospital is pleased to partner with sports 
medicine orthopaedic surgeons from The Ohio State University Wexner 

Medical Center. Our partnership brings the most knowledgeable 
medical practitioners in the field right here, where you live, to help 
patients of all ages enhance physical activity across their lifespan.

Call 740-333-3259 to schedule an appointment.
 

Rehabilitation is right here too. Our experienced therapists offer 
individualized hands-on treatment for your daily aches, 

pains and injuries.

Alexis Gray to lead 
Lady Lions in quest for 
7th straight SCOL title
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Gray crosses the finish 
line to win the District 
800-meter run in 2015.
Photo by Mary Kay West
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  heck
 out the
    Sports section this 
Wednesday for a list of 
local leagues and sign-up 
times.

2574 US HWY 22 NW
Washington Court House, OH 43160

 740-335-8571
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to the 

Spring Sports 
Participants
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By Chris Hoppes
choppes@civitasmedia.com

The Washington Blue Lion 
baseball team fi nished in a 
three-way tie for fi rst place in 
the South Central Ohio League 
in 2015.

Washington, along with 
Miami Trace and Clinton-
Massie, went 11-3, for a tri-
championship.

The Blue Lions have been 
able to get outside more in the 
early going of the spring prepa-
ration season than in the past.

Tyler Rhodus enters his third 
season as the head coach of the 
Blue Lions.

Washington went 19-9 for 
the season last year, after going 
17-8 in 2014. The Blue Lions 
were second in the SCOL in 
2014.

Last year, the Blue Lions had 
four seniors: Matt Jones, Gae-
hertt Ferguson, Cole Romine 
and Cam Myers.

“Cole was my No. 1 pitcher,” 
Rhodus said. “Matt Jones and 
Gaerhett Ferguson were two 
left-handed hitters that were are 
No. 4 and 5 hitters. So, we’ve 
lost a lot, offensively, losing 
those two guys.”

Romine and Jones, along with 
Cole Massie, were named First 
Team, All-SCOL last year.

Tim Robinson was named 
Second Team, All-SCOL last 
season.

“Some teams lose six or seven 
guys,” Rhodus said. “We only 
graduated four, but, three of 
them were every day, big-time 
contributors.

“Cole played second base 
when he wasn’t pitching,” Rho-

dus said. “I think he only made 
four errors in the last two years.

“We have a lot to replace,” 
Rhodus said.

The Blue Lions have seven 
seniors on this year’s team: 
Caden Cluxton, Trevor Mustain, 
Jordan Flowers, Tim Robinson, 
Hayden Hufford, Cole Massie 
and Aaron Greer.

Cluxton and Greer recently 
signed to play baseball at Rio 
Grande.

“Caden Cluxton was First 
Team, All-District last year,” 
Rhodus said. “He batted over 
.400. He’s going to be playing 
probably mostly center fi eld and 
batting lead-off.

“Trevor Mustain was my 
starting fi rst baseman last year,” 
Rhodus said. “He’ll be there 
again this year. I think he’s 
going to have a good year, offen-

sively. He had a good baseball 
I.Q. He’ll help lead the team.

“Jordan Flowers is going 
to mostly be pitching for us,” 
Rhodus said. “He didn’t get to 
pitch early in the year last year. 
He threw a no-hitter last year 
against East Clinton. I hope that 
he can give us some innings.

“Tim Robinson has caught for 
me the last two years,” Rhodus 
said. “Tim has committed to 
play baseball at Ohio Weslyan. 
He has a very high baseball I.Q.; 
knows the game extremely well. 
He be batting second, third or 
fourth all year long. I’m really 
excited to see Tim have a big 
year.

“Hayden Hufford will be play-
ing short, or second,” Rhodus 
said. “He might pitch a little bit. 
He played on the varsity last 
year.

“Cole Massie will play third 
base and will pitch,” Rhodus 
said. “He’s a middle of the order 
kind of guy with a lot of power. 
He’ll hit in the 3, 4 or 5 spot. 
He’s a really good two-strike 
hitter. He was Second Team, 
All-District. He’s looking to play 
in college, as well.

“Aaron Greer has been pitch-
ing on varsity since he was a 
freshman,” Rhodus said. “

“I’m going to need all of these 
seniors,” Rhodus said. “He’s 
going to be pitching a lot and 
playing right fi eld for us. Last 
year, he proved to us that he can 
be an offensive weapon. Hope-
fully he’ll give us some power 
in the middle of the line-up and 
drive the ball.

“We’re going to have any-

Blue Lion baseball stressing team eff ort

See BLUE LIONS BASEBALL | 3
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Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald
2016 WASHINGTON BLUE LION VARSITY BASEBALL TEAM — (front, l-r); Coaches Bob Robinson, Buff Mustain and Jeff Shaw, Conner Chrisman, Kyler Mount, Caden 
Cluxton, Trevor Mustain, Ethan Marting, Hayden Hufford, Coach Mark Schwartz and head coach Tyler Rhodus; (back, l-r); Tim Robinson, Brian Wilson, Avery Wilson, 
Jordan Flowers, Cole Massie, Jarett Patton, Aaron Greer and Griffin Shaw.

where from 14 to 18 guys on varsity 
with us at any given game,” Rhodus 
said. “It’s going to take all the guys 
every time to win a game. Whether 
you’re starting, or coming off the 
bench, whatever your role is, you 
have to embrace it.

“I think these guys are going to 
do that,” Rhodus said.

Griffin Shaw is a junior who will 
pitch and play the infield, Rhodus 
said.

“He’ll play shortstop,” Rhodus 
said. “He might play a little out-
field. This is Griffin’s second year 
on the varsity.

“This will be Conner Chrisman’s 
first year on the varsity,” Rhodus 
said of the junior outfielder. “He’s 
very quick. He can bunt.”

Rhodus gave a few thoughts on 
the SCOL.

“The league is going to be com-
petitive again this year,” Rhodus 
said. “I think there are probably 
four teams that will be fighting for a 
league title.

“Clinton-Massie is going to have a 
couple of good pitchers returning,” 
Rhodus said. “Miami Trace has a 
couple of really good pitchers.

“Hillsboro lost a few guys, but 
they have some good players back,” 
Rhodus said. “They also have a 
couple of good arms.

“Wilmington has a kid who is 
a sophomore who is really good,” 
Rhodus said. “He was their ace last 
year. They struggled a little offen-
sively. Towards the end of the year, 
they started hitting more.

“I think Wilmington and Miami 
Trace are the top two teams,” Rho-
dus said. “Clinton-Massie and Hills-
boro are very close.

“I hope we can compete and fin-
ish somewhere in the upper half of 
the league,” Rhodus said. “We’re 
going to have to play really good 
baseball to make that happen.”

Coaches on the 2016 staff include 
varsity assistants Buff Mustain, Bob 
Robinson and Jeff Shaw, j-v coach 
Mark Schwartz and assistant j-v 
coach Brandon Runk.

Reach Chris Hoppes at 740-335-3611, ext. 1104, 
or on Twitter @choppes1

WASHINGTON VARSITY BASEBALL
Mon., March 28  ............. Ross SE  .......................... Away  .........5 p.m.
Tues., March 29  ............. Circleville  ....................... Home  ........5 p.m.
Wed., March 30  ............. Clinton-Massie  ............... Away .........  5 p.m.
Thurs., March 31  ........... Paint Valley  .................... Away  .........5 p.m.
Fri., April 1  ...................... Chillicothe  ...................... Away  .........5 p.m.
Mon., April 4 ................... East Clinton  ................... Home ........  5 p.m.
Tues., April 5  .................. London  ........................... Home ........  5 p.m.
Wed., April 6  .................. Hillsboro ......................... Home  ........5 p.m.
Fri., April 8  ..................... Wilmington  .................... Home ........  5 p.m.
Mon., April 11  ................. McClain  .......................... Away  .........5 p.m.
Wed., April 13  ................. Miami Trace  .................... Home ........  5 p.m.
Fri., April 15  .................... Clinton-Massie  ............... Home ........  5 p.m.
Sat., April 16  .................. Shawnee  ........................ Home  ........9 a.m.
Sat., April 16  .................. Zane Trace ...................... Home  ........2 p.m.
Mon., April 18 ................. Chillicothe .......................  Home .......  5 p.m.
Tues., April 19  ................ Logan Elm  ...................... Away .........  5 p.m.
Wed., April 20  ................ East Clinton  ................... Away  .........5 p.m.
Thurs., April 21  .............. Greeneview  .................... Away  .........5 p.m.
Fri., April 22  ................... Hillsboro ......................... Away  .........5 p.m.
Mon., April 25  ................ Wilmington  .................... Away  .........5 p.m.
Wed., April 27  ................ McClain  .......................... Home  ........5 p.m.
Thurs., April 28  .............. Unioto  ............................ Home  ........5 p.m.
Fri., April 29  ................... Miami Trace  .................... Away  .........5 p.m.
Mon., May 2  ................... Fairfield  .......................... Away  .........5 p.m.
Tues., May 3  ................... Blanchester ....................  Away  .........5 p.m.
Wed., May 4  ................... Waverly  .......................... Home  ........5 p.m.
Thurs., May 5  ................. Adena  ............................. Home  ........5 p.m.

WASHINGTON J-V BASEBALL
Mon., March 28  ............. Ross SE  .......................... Home  ........5 p.m.
Tues., March 29  ............. Circleville  ....................... Away  .........5 p.m.
Wed., March 30  ............. Clinton-Massie  ............... Home  ........5 p.m.
Thurs., March 31 ............ Paint Valley ..................... Home  ........5 p.m.
Fri., April 1  ...................... Chillicothe  ...................... Home ........  5 p.m.
Mon., April 4  .................. East Clinton  ................... Away  .........5 p.m.
Tues., April 5  .................. London  ........................... Away  .........5 p.m.
Wed., April 6  .................. Hillsboro ......................... Away .........  5 p.m.
Fri., April 8  ..................... Wilmington  .................... Away  .........5 p.m.
Mon., April 11  ................. McClain  .......................... Home ........  5 p.m.
Wed., April 13  ................. Miami Trace  .................... Away .........  5 p.m.
Fri., April 15  .................... Clinton-Massie  ............... Away .........  5 p.m.
Mon., April 18 ................. Chillicothe  ...................... Away .........  5 p.m.
Tues., April 19 ................. Logan Elm ....................... Home ........  5 p.m.
Wed., April 20 ................. East Clinton  ................... Home  ........5 p.m.
Thurs., April 21  .............. Greeneview  .................... Home ........  5 p.m.
Fri., April 22 .................... Hillsboro ......................... Home ........  5 p.m.
Mon., April 25  ................ Wilmington ..................... Home ........  5 p.m.
Wed., April 27  ................ McClain  .......................... Away  .........5 p.m.
Thurs., April 28  .............. Unioto  ............................ Away .........  5 p.m.
Fri., April 29  ................... Miami Trace  .................... Home  ........5 p.m.
Mon., May 2  ................... Fairfield  .......................... Home ........  5 p.m.
Tues., May 3  ................... Blanchester  ................... Home  ........5 p.m.
Wed., May 4  ................... Waverly  .......................... Away  .........5 p.m.
Thurs., May 5  ................. Adena  ............................. Away  .........5 p.m.

BLUE LIONS BASEBALL, from page 2
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By Chris Hoppes
choppes@civitasmedia.com

The Miami Trace Panthers 
are busy prepping for the 2016 
baseball season.

In 2015, Miami Trace fin-
ished in a three-way tie for the 
South Central Ohio League 
championship, along with Clin-
ton-Massie and Washington, all 
at 11-3.

Miami Trace split with Clin-
ton-Massie and lost twice to the 
Blue Lions. The games between 
Miami Trace and Washington 
were both decided by one run. 
One of the games went into 
extra innings.

Rob Smith, now in his third 
season as Miami Trace head 
coach, also earned his 300th 
career coaching victory last 
season.

“We were fortunate to be 
tri-champs last season,” Smith 
said. “Were we satisfied with 
that? No. We were a little dis-
appointed. We’re in a building 
process, step by step.

“When I took over, coach 
(Chris) Miller had a lot of 
seniors the year before,” Smith 
said. “We’re in that building 
process so, to get a share of the 
league in our second year, that 
was good.”

Last year for Miami Trace, 
Derrick Marcum, Russell Miller 
and Jake Webb were named 
First Team, All-SCOL.

Trenton Harris and Branson 
Huff were Second Team, All-
SCOL in 2015.

Of those players, only Harris 
returns.

“I believe we have four start-
ers back in total,” Smith said.

One of the strengths of the 
team is chemistry, according to 
Smith.

“These guys really get along 
well,” Smith said. “We feel like 
we’re going to be a young team 

Panthers look to improve as season unfolds

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald
2016 MIAMI TRACE PANTHERS VARSITY BASEBALL TEAM — (front, l-r); Josh Morton, Hunter Moore, Brady Wallace, Kody Scott, Drew Stevens, Trevon Burnside, Heath 
Cockerill, Logan Robinson, Dylan Butcher; (back, l-r); Assistant Coach Lee Layman; Head Coach Rob Smith; Coby Hughes, Skyler McDonald, Lance Mick, Mitchell Creamer, 
Trenton Harris, Jacob Batson, Darby Tyree and Assistant Coaches Matt Platt and Brian Yeazel.

MIAMI TRACE VARSITY BASEBALL
Mon., March 28  ............. London  ........................... Home ........  5 p.m.
Wed., March 30  ............. Chillicothe  ...................... Home ........  5 p.m.
Fri., April 1  ...................... East Clinton  ................... Away .........  5 p.m.
Sat., April 2  .................... Xenia Christian (DH)  ..... Away  ... 4:30 p.m.
Mon., April 4  .................. Wilmington  .................... Home ........  5 p.m.
Wed., April 6  .................. McClain  .......................... Home ........  5 p.m.
Thurs., April 7  ................ Circleville  ....................... Away .........  5 p.m.
Fri., April 8  ..................... Hillsboro ......................... Away  .........5 p.m.
Sat., April 9  .................... Westfall  .......................... Away  .........2 p.m.
Mon., April 11  ................. Clinton-Massie  ............... Home ........  5 p.m.
Wed., April 13  ................. Washington  .................... Away .........  5 p.m.
Fri., April 15  .................... Chillicothe  ...................... Away  .........5 p.m.
Sat., April 16  .................. Waterford (DH)  .............. Home ..........  noon
Mon., April 18 ................. East Clinton  ................... Home  ........5 p.m.
Wed., April 20 ................. Wilmington  .................... Away  .........5 p.m.
Fri., April 22  ................... McClain  .......................... Away  .........5 p.m.
Sat., April 23  .................. Grennon (DH)  ................ Away  ........11 a.m.
Mon., April 25  ................ Hillsboro ......................... Home ........  5 p.m.
Wed., April 27  ................ Clinton-Massie  ............... Away  .........5 p.m.
Fri., April 29  ................... Washington  .................... Home  ........5 p.m.
Tues., May 3  ................... Unioto  ............................ Home  ........5 p.m.
Thurs., May 5  ................. Ross SE ...........................  Away  .........5 p.m.
Fri., May 6  ...................... Kettering Alter  ............... Home  ........5 p.m.

MIAMI TRACE J-V BASEBALL
Mon., March 28  ............. London  ........................... Away  .........5 p.m.
Wed., March 30  ............. Chillicothe  ...................... Away  .........5 p.m.
Fri., April 1  ...................... East Clinton  ................... Home ........  5 p.m.
Mon., April 4  .................. Wilmington  .................... Away .........  5 p.m.
Wed., April 6  .................. McClain  .......................... Away  .........5 p.m.
Thurs., April 7  ................ Circleville  ....................... Home  ........5 p.m.
Fri., April 8  ..................... Hillsboro ......................... Home  ........5 p.m.
Sat., April 9  .................... Ports. West (DH)  ............ Home  ..........noon
Mon., April 11  ................. Clinton-Massie  ............... Away  .........5 p.m.
Wed., April 13  ................. Washington  .................... Home ........  5 p.m.
Fri., April 15  .................... Chillicothe  ...................... Home ........  5 p.m.
Mon., April 18 ................. East Clinton .................... Away  .........5 p.m.
Wed., April 20  ................ Wilmington  .................... Home  ........5 p.m.
Fri., April 22 .................... McClain  .......................... Home  ........5 p.m.
Mon., April 25  ................ Hillsboro ......................... Away  .........5 p.m.
Wed., April 27  ................ Clinton-Massie ............... Home  ........5 p.m.
Fri., April 29  ................... Washington ..................... Away .........  5 p.m.
Tues., May 3  ................... Unioto ............................. Away  .........5 p.m.
Thurs., May 5  ................. Ross SE ........................... Away .........  5 p.m.
Fri., May 6  ...................... Kettering Alter  ............... Away  .........5 p.m.

See PANTHERS BASEBALL | 5
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at some spots that are going to get bet-
ter as the year goes on.

“We weren’t able to do as much 
because we don’t have a hitting facil-
ity,” Smith said. “I think our team will 
improve each week. A lot of my teams 
in the past, the players have taken a lot 
of swings over the winter. This year, we 
didn’t have as many.

“We may struggle hitting the fi rst part 
of the year,” Smith said. “I think we’re 
very capable of doing things.”

Trenton Harris (a junior) and Trevon 
Burnside (a senior) are both back to 
lead the Panther pitching staff.

“They pitched the majority of our 
SCOL games last year,” Smith said. 
“Branson Huff might have been our ace 
if his arm hadn’t been hurt.

“There’s a lot of experience right there 
(with Harris and Burnside),” Smith 
said. “Drew Stevens (a senior), I think, 
was 4-0 last year in non-league games.”

Harris and Burnside will also play 
shortstop when they are not pitching, 
according to Smith.

“We have some young pitchers who 
will hopefully be able to pan out,” Smith 
said. “Draby Tyree (a sophomore) is a 
big key for us. If he can throw strikes, he 
can be a really good pitcher.”

Along with Burnside and Stevens, 
Kody Scott is the Panthers third and 
fi nal senior on the 2016 team.

“This senior class has had low num-
bers in all the sports here at Miami 
Trace,” Smith said. “Those three have 
shown leadership in the early going.”

Junior Mitchell Creamer will move 
from left fi eld to catcher.

“I’m not sure who the backup will 
be,” Smith said. “We have Heath Cock-
erill and Skyler McDonald and Dylan 
Butcher.

“At fi rst base, we have a lot of 
options,” Smith said. “We have Drew 
Stevens, who’ll probably start at the 
beginning of the year. Darby Tyree and 
Lance Mick can play there, also.

“Coby Hughes just came to us after 
the wrestling season,” Smith said. “He 
played fi rst base on the j-v team last 
year. I didn’t get to see him much last 
year.

“Right now, at second base, we have 
Drew Batson and Hunter Moore,” Smith 
said. “That’ll be a new position for both 

of them, as far varsity experience.
“Skyler McDonald will be playing 

third base,” Smith said. “Logan Robin-
son is kind of a utility guy. He can play a 
little bit of everywhere.

“In left fi eld, we have Kody Scott and 
Josh Morton battling it out,” Smith said. 
“In right, Heath Cockerill, Ross Mat-
thews and Coby Hughes could possibly 
play there, along with Logan Robinson.

“In center, we have Brady Wallace,” 
Smith said. “Brady hit over .300 for us 
last year as a freshman.

“We have some open spots,” Smith 
said. “We haven’t been outside enough 
to judge. We have a lot of competition. 
We have a lot of young kids that are very 
coachable and very energetic.”

Smith then turned his thoughts to the 
SCOL.

“The league will be as good as it’s 
been since it got back together,” Smith 
said. “Court House has a lot of kids 
back. They would have to be one of the 
favorites for the league. Tyler Rhodus 
does a nice job in there.

“Wilmington has two outstanding 
pitchers,” Smith said. “They’ll be a team 
that’s hard to beat, just because of their 
pitching.”

Wilmington went 6-8 in the SCOL last 
year, but that was primarily because of 
their offense, according to Smith.

“Hillsboro has had their kids together 
for some time,” Smith said. “They’ll 
have some really strong pitching.

“Clinton-Massie’s had a strong base-
ball program the last few years,” Smith 
said. “They have a new coach.

“McClain has a new coach (Richie 
Bunner),” Smith said. “He’ll have them 
excited and ready to play.

“Chillicothe has a very good coach in 
(Todd) Seymour,” Smith said. “They 
might be young, but he’ll have them 
playing competitively.

“You can’t take East Clinton lightly 
on a given day,” Smith said. “They 
improved towards the end of last year.

“I can see the league being won again 
this year with three or four losses, 
because of the quality of the pitching,” 
Smith said.

Coaches for Miami Trace baseball 
include Brian Yeazel, Matt Platt, Lee 
Layman, Steve Waddell and Tucker 
Hughes.

Reach Chris Hoppes at 740-335-3611, ext. 1104, or on 
Twitter @choppes1

PANTHERS BASEBALL, from page 4
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Good Luck 
Washington Blue Lions and 

Miami  Trace Panthers!
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By Chris Hoppes
choppes@civitasmedia.com

The Washington Lady 
Blue Lion softball team is 
geared up and ready for 
the 2016 season.

Randy Elzey returns 
for his third season as 
the head coach of the 
program.

Last season, Washing-
ton fi nished 7-7 in the 
SCOL, tied for fourth 
place with McClain, a 
team they swept last 
season.

Clinton-Massie won 
the SCOL by four games 
last year with a record of 
13-1.

Hillsboro and Miami 
Trace tied for second at 
9-5.

Wilmington was sixth 
at 6-8, followed by Chilli-
cothe at 5-9 and East 
Clinton (0-14).

Washington graduated 
four seniors off last year’s 
team: Gabby Cooper, 
Katelyn Althouse, Kaylee 
Noel and Courtney Tillis.

Washington has eight 
seniors on the squad this 
year, along with three 
juniors, two sophomores 
and one freshman.

Seniors are: Taylor 
Harrington, Hailey 

Hartshorn, Wendy Hawk, 
Maddy Helterbrand, Kate 
Jude, Caylee Mussetter, 
Ciera Strahler and Brook-
lyn Wilson.

Juniors are: Kalee 
Crowe, Mickenna Nash 
and Megan Tucker.

Sophomores are: Mad-
dison Osborne and Annie 
Semler and the freshman 
is Maddy Jenkins.

“We have a good 
nucleus coming back, 
even after the loss of the 
four seniors,” Elzey said. 
“Several of our seniors 
this year have been with 
me at the varsity level the 
past two seasons. We’re 
looking for them to come 
through like we know 
they can.

“I think the last couple 
of years we’ve kind of 
underachieved a little bit 
with this group,” Elzey 
said. “We’ve spent a lot 
of time talking about 
achieving some of our 
goals, starting with a 
league title. The talent is 
there, we just need to put 
that into focus and com-
plete the task at hand.”

Senior Kate Jude is 
back for her fourth sea-
son as the Lady Lions’ 
No. 1 pitcher.

“Kate was Second 

Team, all-league last year 
and First Team, all-league 
the previous year,” Elzey 
said. “She’s a veteran 
pitcher for us. She will 
probably play fi rst base 
when she’s not on the 
mound.”

Ciera Strahler is anoth-
er senior who will pitch 

for the Lady Lions.
“Ciera played at Miami 

Trace her freshman and 
sophomore years,” Elzey 
said. “She sat out the 
season last year. She’ll 
be able to help us on the 
mound. Ciera and Kate 
throw a different type 
of ball. We’ll be able to 

mix it up a little bit with 
those two. It should be a 
good combination for us.

“Ciera is a left-handed 
batter with a lot of pop 
in her bat,” Elzey said. 
“Ciera should help pro-
tect Wendy in the line-up.

“Taylor Harrington will 
play somewhere on the 

infi eld for us,” Elzey said. 
“She will probably play 
fi rst or third base. She 
could be a DP (designat-
ed player) for us. She has 
an exceptional bat with a 
lot of power. She’s hitting 
the ball really well for us 

Lady Lions looking to move up in SCOL

Photo by Mary Kay West
2016 WASHINGTON LADY BLUE LION VARSITY SOFTBALL TEAM — (front, l-r); Brooklyn Wilson, Maddie Helterbrand, Hailey Hartshorn; 
(middle, l-r); Ciera Strahler, Taylor Harrington, Caylee Mussetter, Kate Jude, Wendy Hawk; (back, l-r); Coach Kayce Elzey, Head Coach Randy 
Elzey, Kalee Crowe, Meghan Tucker, Coach Chad Strahler, Mickenna Nash, Coach Carl Strayer, Maddy Osborn, Annie Semler, Maddy Jenkins 
and Coach Tammy Ramsey.

See LION SOFTBALL | 7
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right now.
“Hailey (Hartshorn) is 

a fi rst-year player for us,” 
Elzey said. “She’s been 
a pleasant surprise. She 
has an excellent work 
ethic. Hailey will proba-
bly be playing somewhere 
in the outfi eld for us. She 
brings a lot of speed. We 
lost some of our speed 
with our seniors last year. 
She will absolutely help 
us in that area.”

Wendy Hawk is the 
school’s all-time leader in 
home runs, doubles and 
RBI.

“Wendy will be back at 
shortstop,” Elzey said. 
“She can play third or 
just about anywhere else. 
She’s had that shortstop 
position anchored for 
us.”

Hawk was First Team, 
All-SCOL and First Team, 
All-District last season.

“Wendy had a unique 
situation over the sum-
mer where she was 
chosen to play on a very 
select high school all-star 
team that was going to 
play the Junior National 
team,” Elzey said. “Those 
games unfortunately were 
rained out.

“Wendy’s going to lead 
us this year,” Elzey said. 
“Wendy’s home run num-
bers were down last year 

from the 14 she hit as a 
sophomore. One of the 
goals she has is to add to 
her record of home runs.

“She played a lot of ball 
this summer with her 
travel team,” Elzey said. 
“We’re looking for big 
things from Wendy. She’s 
a good leader, as well.

“Maddy (Helterbrand) 
will probably be in cen-
ter fi eld,” Elzey said. 
“She can play anywhere 
in the outfi eld. She’s a 
left-hander. We have four 
left-handed bats this year. 
She’s got good speed and 
a really nice arm. She will 
more than likely be in the 
lead-off position in our 
line-up.

“Caylee Mussetter 
is still on the injured-
reserve for us at the 
moment,” Elzey said. 
“She’s been out with a 
knee injury for which 
she had surgery.” (The 
Record-Herald inter-
viewed Coach Elzey on 
March 16.)

“Caylee is probably the 
most versatile player we 
have,” Elzey said. “She 
could play any position 
on the fi eld.

“Brooklyn (Wilson) 
was a catcher for us two 
years ago,” Elzey said. 
“We put her in the out-
fi eld last year after she 
suffered an injured fi nger. 
She’ll probably be in the 

outfi eld again this year. 
If I need to, I can call on 
her to go behind the plate 
and call a good game for 
us.

“I really feel with the 
pop we have in some of 
these girls’ bats, we’re 
going to be able to pro-
tect each other,” Elzey 
said.

“Kalee (Crowe) will 
primarily play second 
base,” Elzey said. “She 
can play third base also. 
She’s another strong hit-
ter for us. This will be 
Kalee’s third year on the 

varsity for us.
“Mickenna (Nash) is 

coming up from our j-v 
team last year,” Elzey 
said. “She has some pop 
in her bat, as well. She 
will probably be at fi rst 
base or in the outfi eld 
for us.

“Megan (Tucker) was 
with us on the varsity 
the last two years,” Elzey 
said. “Megan is in a 
battle right now for the 
catching position. She 
could play second base or 
in the outfi eld, as well.

“Maddison (Osborne) 

was on the j-v team last 
year,” Elzey said. “She 
will primarily be in 
the outfi eld for us. She 
brings us an element of 
speed.

“Annie (Semler) will 
be a back-up to Wendy at 
shortstop,” Elzey said. 
“She can also play second 
or third. She has really 
good speed.

“Maddy (Jenkins) is in 
a battle right now with 
Megan Tucker for the 
starting catching posi-
tion,” Elzey said. “She 
can also play third or 

fi rst base, or the outfi eld. 
She’s another left-handed 
bat for us.”

Elzey gave a few 
thoughts on the SCOL 
race for 2016.

“Clinton-Massie has 
won the league the last 
two years,” Elzey said. 
“It’s our (challenge) to 
take the title from them. 
They will be strong. They 
have several all-league 
players returning.

“Hillsboro will remain 
tough, like they always 
are,” Elzey said. “They 
have some excellent hit-
ters coming back.

“Miami Trace has a 
good nucleus coming 
back, as well,” Elzey said.

“McClain and ourselves 
tied for fourth last year,” 
Elzey said.

“Wilmington, I 
thought, underachieved 
last year,” Elzey said. 
“They defi nitely bring 
good athletes to the fi eld.

“For some reason, 
Chillicothe always play 
us tough,” Elzey said. 
“They’ve got a good 
group.”

Assistant coaches for 
the Washington softball 
program are: Kayce 
Elzey, Carl Strayer, Chad 
Strahler and Tammy 
Ramsey.

Reach Chris Hoppes at 740-335-
3611, ext. 1104, or on Twitter @
choppes1

LION SOFTBALL, from page 6
WASHINGTON VARSITY SOFTBALL

Mon., March 28  ................ Ross SE  ....................................... Away  ............................5 p.m.
Wed., March 30  ................ Clinton-Massie  ........................... Away  ............................5 p.m.
Thurs., March 31  .............. Paint Valley  ................................. Away  ............................5 p.m.
Fri., April 1  ......................... Chillicothe  .................................. Away  ............................5 p.m.
Mon., April 4  ..................... East Clinton  ................................ Home  ..........................5 p.m.
Wed., April 6  ..................... Hillsboro  ..................................... Home  ..........................5 p.m.
Thurs., April 7  ................... Catholic Central  ......................... Away  ............................5 p.m.
Fri., April 8  ........................ Wilmington  ................................. Home  ..........................5 p.m.
Mon., April 11  .................... McClain ....................................... Away  ............................5 p.m.
Wed., April 13  .................... Miami Trace  ................................ Home  ..........................5 p.m.
Fri., April 15 ........................ Clinton-Massie  ........................... Home  ..........................5 p.m.
Sat., April 16  ..................... Shawnee  ..................................... Home  ..........................9 a.m.
Sat., April 16  ..................... London  ....................................... Home  ..........................2 p.m.
Mon., April 18 .................... Chillicothe  .................................. Home  ..........................5 p.m.
Wed., April 20  ................... East Clinton  ................................ Away  ............................5 p.m.
Thurs., April 21  ................. Greeneview  ................................. Away  ............................5 p.m.
Fri., April 22  ...................... Hillsboro ...................................... Away  ............................5 p.m.
Mon., April 25  ................... Wilmington  ................................. Away  ............................5 p.m.
Wed., April 27  ................... McClain ....................................... Home  ..........................5 p.m.
Thurs., April 28  ................. Unioto  ......................................... Home  ..........................5 p.m.
Fri., April 29  ...................... Miami Trace  ................................ Away  ............................5 p.m.
Mon., May 2  ...................... Fairfi eld  ....................................... Away  ............................5 p.m.
Tues., May 3  ...................... Blanchester ................................. Away  ............................5 p.m.
Thurs., May 5  .................... Adena  ......................................... Home  ..........................5 p.m.
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Terry Smith returns 
for his eighth season as 
Miami Trace varsity soft-
ball coach.

Clinton-Massie won 
the league title last year, 
going 13-1.

Miami Trace tied with 
Hillsboro for second 
place, each with a record 
of 9-5.

The Lady Panthers 
graduated three players 
off of last year’s team: 
McKenzie Robinson, 
Autumn Self and Taylor 
Kirkpatrick.

On this year’s roster, 
Miami Trace has six 
seniors, three juniors, 
two sophomores and five 
freshman.

The seniors are: Megan 
Self, Whitney Cockerill, 
Sara Rowland, Alexis 
Schwartz, Emylee Grooms 
and Harmonee Napier.

“Megan’s moving back 
out to center field,” Smith 
said. “Last year, she came 
in and played shortstop 
and did a great job. To 
make our team better, we 
moved her back to center 
field.

“Megan’s done a great 
job the last three years,” 

Smith said. “She’s a good 
ballplayer. She usually hits 
second in the order. She is 
one of the team leaders.

“This will be Whitney’s 
fourth year,” Smith said. 
“She didn’t play a whole 
lot as a freshman. We 
brought her up toward the 
middle of that season.

“She has excellent 
speed,” Smith said. “She 
doesn’t get thrown out 
very often. Her bat has 
been looking good. When 
she lays a bunt down, you 
better field it or she’ll beat 
it out. She plays right field 
for us.

“Alexis came up after 
Sydney Grooms was 
injured in a game against 
Court House four years 
ago,” Smith said. “I think 
maybe her first start was 
in our Sectional tourna-
ment game at Circleville.

“She’s played shortstop 
for us,” Smith said. “I 
moved her to first base 
last year, again to make 
the team stronger. She 
plays first base very well; 
she stretches and knocks 
a lot of balls down that 
some girls probably 
couldn’t get to.

“Last year, she lost a lit-
tle bit of pop in her bat,” 
Smith said. “As a sopho-

more, she hit four home 
runs. Her hands have 
gotten quicker and she’s 
hitting the ball better. I’m 
thinking she’s going to 
have a big senior season.

“This is Harmonee’s 
second year on the var-
sity,” Smith said. “She’ll 
split time in the outfield, 
normally left field. She 
had always been an 
infielder until last year. 
This year, she looks a 
lot more confident; she’s 

more confident with her 
bat.

“This will be Emylee’s 
second year on the var-
sity,” Smith said. “She 
plays second base. She 
didn’t get a lot of playing 
time last year, except in 
doubleheaders. She’ll get 
a little more playing time 
this year. She’s one of the 
leaders on our team.

“Sara never even played 
softball until she was a 
sophomore,” Smith said. 
“This will be her sec-
ond year on the varsity. 
Sara’s a good athlete. She 
showed me on the reserve 
team that she had hustle 
and desire and wanted to 
learn. She came through 
in the opportunities she 
had last year; she hit the 
ball pretty well.

“She split time last year 
between the outfield and 
second base,” Smith said. 
“This year she’s going to 
be an outfielder in the 
rotation. She brings a 

great attitude.”
The juniors are: Taylor 

Barrett, Lexee Kersey and 
Tori Riley.

“Lexee pitched some 
for us last year until she 
suffered an injury,” Smith 
said. “Mobility-wise, she’s 
still a bit limited. She’ll 
be pitching some for us. 
She’s the veteran coming 
back.

“Taylor was Second 
Team, All-SCOL last year 
as a sophomore,” Smith 
said. “She played center 
field last year. This year, 
I’m moving her over to 
left. Our outfield should 
be very strong.

“Taylor hit around .400 
last year,” Smith said. 
“She does a really good 
job. She has a strong arm. 
She plays a lot of travel 
ball.

“This year, more than 
in years past, we’ve got 
girls pushing other girls 
(for starting jobs),” Smith 
said. “We’re really solid 

with our starters and our 
back-ups.

“Tori hasn’t been able 
to do anything yet this 
spring,” Smith said. “She’s 
coming off an injury.”

While Smith was 
being interviewed by 
the Record-Herald, Riley 
showed up with a big 
smile on her face, having 
received a release from 
her doctor to begin to 
gradually start spring 
training.

“She’s a good kid and 
she loves the game of soft-
ball,” Smith said.

Sophomores for the 
2016 team are: Tabby 
Landrum and Brooke 
Henry.

“I moved Brooke up to 
the varsity probably in the 
last two weeks of the sea-
son last year,” Smith said. 
“We used her as a desig-
nated hitter. I think every 
game she was in she got 

40854660

Youth to mix with veterans for Miami Trace

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald
2016 MIAMI TRACE LADY PANTHERS VARSITY SOFTBALL TEAM — (front, l-r); head coach Terry Smith, Emylee Grooms, Harmonee Napier, 
Alexis Schwartz, Sara Rowland, Megan Self, Whitney Cockerill, assistant coach Joe Henry; (back, l-r); Ashley Campbell, Tori Riley, Taylor 
Barrett, Olivia Wolffe, Brooke Henry, Lexee Kersey, Cassidy Lovett, Tabby Landrum, Maddie Mossbarger and Jessica Camp.

See PANTHER SOFTBALL | 9
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at least one hit. She’s got 
good pop in her bat. She’ll 
split time behind the plate 
with one of our freshmen, 
Jessica Camp. She’ll play a 
little third base, as well.

“Tabby didn’t play last 
year,” Smith said. “She’s a 
very good volleyball player. 
Tabby has a lot of speed. 
She has a great sense for 
the game of softball. She’ll 
play some second base and 
some shortstop.”

There are five fresh-
men on the team this year 
(Smith called them ‘my fab 
five’): Ashley Campbell, 
Maddie Mossbarger, Cas-
sidy Lovett, Jessica Camp 
and Olivia Wolffe.

“I started these five 
freshmen in our scrimmage 
against Southeastern,” 
Smith said. “Everyone 
of them contributed. I’ve 
never started five freshmen 
in a ball game.

“I was impressed by all 
of them,” Smith said. “Two 
of them pitched for me in 
the scrimmage.

“Maddie started out 
pitching and threw the 
first two or three innings,” 
Smith said. “She didn’t 
allow any runs. Maddie’s 
been going to an instruc-
tor to help her learn how 
to pitch. She throws a lot 
of junk and keeps the ball 
down. She’s going to do 

nothing but improve.
“Olivia is just an athlete,” 

Smith said. “She can pitch 
and play the corners on the 
infield. She started at third 
for us in our scrimmage. 
She’ll play a lot of third 
when she’s not pitching. 
She did a good job in the 
scrimmage.

“Cassidy had an excel-
lent basketball season,” 
Smith said. “I started her 
at second in our scrim-
mage. She turned a heady 
double play for us. The 
first two girls got on and 
the next girl hit a ball 
shortstop. The throw went 
to Cassidy and, she could 
tell she wasn’t going to get 
the out at first. She threw 
to third and the girl was 
tagged out trying to get 
back to the base.

“Later on, she made two 
excellent plays going to her 
right,” Smith said. “She 
has outstanding speed.

“Jessica plays volleyball 
and basketball,” Smith 
said. “She started for me at 
catcher in our scrimmage 
did an excellent job. She 
got two hits in the game. I 
expect to see her continue 
to improve with every 
game.

“Ashley starts at short-
stop for me,” Smith said. 
“She had two hits in our 
first scrimmage. She’s an 
athlete. She did an excel-
lent job, defensively. I have 

confidence in her.
“Defensively, we should 

be sound,” Smith said.
Smith turned his 

thoughts to the SCOL race 
for 2016.

“Clinton-Massie has to 
be considered a big threat 
to win the SCOL again,” 
Smith said. “The four girls 
who were First Team, All-
SCOL last year for them 
are all back. They will be 
strong.

“Hillsboro is going to 
be strong,” Smith said. “I 
can’t remember just who 
they lost. They have some 
good girls back.

“Chillicothe has a new 
head coach,” Smith said. 
“Wilmington will be fine. 
They were young last year. 
They were in all of their 
ball games.

“We lost both games to 
Court House last year,” 
Smith said. “We could have 
won either one of those. 
We split with Hillsboro.

“At Massie, we were up 
by four runs and ended up 
losing that game,” Smith 
said.

“Our goal is to win the 
league,” Smith said. “We’re 
going to be starting five 
freshmen most of the time, 
unless someone hits a 
slump here or there. We 
have a good mix of girls. 
They get along well.”

Reach Chris Hoppes at 740-335-3611, 
ext. 1104, or on Twitter @choppes1

PANTHER SOFTBALL, from 8
MIAMI TRACE VARSITY SOFTBALL

Tues., March 29  ............. Fairfield Union  ......................... Home  .............................5 p.m.
Wed., March 30 .............. Chillicothe  ............................... Home  .............................5 p.m.
Fri., April 1  ...................... East Clinton  ............................ Away ..............................  5 p.m.
Sat., April 2  .................... Madison Plains  ....................... Away  .............................11 a.m.
Mon., April 4  .................. Wilmington  ............................. Home .............................  5 p.m.
Wed., April 6  .................. McClain  ................................... Home ..............................5 p.m.
Thurs., April 7  ................ Huntington  .............................. Home  .............................5 p.m.
Fri., April 8  ..................... Hillsboro .................................. Away  ..............................5 p.m.
Sat., April 9  .................... Westfall (DH) ........................... Away ..............................  2 p.m.
Mon., April 11  ................. Clinton-Massie  ........................ Home .............................  5 p.m.
Wed., April 13  ................. Washington  ............................. Away ..............................  5 p.m.
Fri., April 15  .................... Chillicothe  ............................... Away ..............................  5 p.m.
Mon., April 18 ................. East Clinton  ............................ Home .............................  5 p.m.
Wed., April 20  ................ Wilmington  ............................. Away ..............................  5 p.m.
Fri., April 22  ................... McClain  ................................... Away ..............................  5 p.m.
Sat., April 23  .................. Circleville  ................................ at Waverly ......................  1 p.m.
Mon., April 25  ................ Hillsboro .................................. Home ..............................5 p.m.
Wed., April 27  ................ Clinton-Massie  ........................ Away  ..............................5 p.m.
Fri., April 29 .................... Washington  ............................. Home .............................  5 p.m.
Tues., May 3  ................... Unioto  ..................................... Home .............................  5 p.m.
Thurs., May 5  ................. Ross SE  ................................... Home  .............................5 p.m.

MIAMI TRACE J-V SOFTBALL
Wed., March 30  ............. Chillicothe  ............................... Away ..............................  5 p.m.
Fri., April 1  ...................... East Clinton  ............................ Home .............................  5 p.m.
Mon., April 4  .................. Wilmington  ............................. Away ..............................  5 p.m.
Wed., April 6  .................. McClain  ................................... Away ..............................  5 p.m.
Thurs., April 7  ................ Huntington  .............................. Away ..............................  5 p.m.
Fri., April 8  ..................... Hillsboro .................................. Home  .............................5 p.m.
Mon., April 11  ................. Clinton-Massie  ........................ Away  ..............................5 p.m.
Wed., April 13  ................. Madison Plains  ....................... Home .......................  5:30 p.m.
Fri., April 15  .................... Chillicothe ................................ Home .............................  5 p.m.
Mon., April 18 ................. East Clinton  ............................ Away  ..............................5 p.m.
Wed., April 20  ................ Wilmington  ............................. Home .............................  5 p.m.
Fri., April 22  ................... McClain  ................................... Home .............................  5 p.m.
Sat., April 23  .................. Waverly  ................................... at Circleville  ................... 1 p.m.
Mon., April 25  ................ Hillsboro .................................. Away  ..............................5 p.m.
Wed., April 27  ................ Clinton-Massie  ........................ Home .............................  5 p.m.
Sat., April 30  ................. E. Brown (DH)  ......................... Home  ............................. 1 p.m.
Mon., May 2 .................... Madison Plains  ....................... Away  ........................ 5:30 p.m.
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The Washington Lady Blue 
Lion track team will be compet-
ing for its seventh consecutive 
South Central Ohio League title 
this season under the direction 
of Louis Reid, entering his 13th 
season as the head coach.

Washington was District 
runners-up last year, after win-
ning the District title in 2014 and 
2013.

Zane Trace won the District 
title on the girls’ side in 2015.

At the league meet last year 
(held at Wilmington College), 
Washington continued its tradi-
tion of relay excellence, winning 
the 4 x 100, 4 x 200, 4 x 400 and 
4 x 800-meter events.

Washington also won the 
400-meters (Rebecca Butter-
baugh), 800-meters, 1600-meters 
(Alexis Gray) and 3200-meters 
(Maddy Garrison).

Gone to graduation from the 
relays are: Maggie Dellinger, Car-
leigh Chaffins, Morgan Harper 
and Molly Richards.

However, Gray, Garrison, 
Kirsten List, Holly Inskeep, Kyn-
zie Osborne, Haley Petitt, Jaelyn 
Mason return in 2016.

“It was a really close league last 
year,” Reid said. “It came down to 
the last event (the 4 x 400-meter 
relay). We actually beat Chilli-
cothe by one point.”

Washington scored 154 points 
to 153 points for Chillicothe.

Clinton-Massie was third with 
105 points, followed by Hillsboro 
with 70 points and Miami Trace 
fifth with 64 points.

McClain was sixth with 54 
points, Wilmington was seventh 
with 51 points and East Clinton 
was eighth with eight points.

“Chillicothe returns most of 
their team,” Reid said. “They are 
probably the favored team this 
year. I know they’ll be coming 
after us. We return a good group 
of girls this year.

“I think it will be a close league 
meet once again,” Reid said.

“Clinton-Massie returns a lot 
of their team,” Reid said. “Miami 
Trace has a good group of fresh-
men coming in. Hillsboro is 
always tough.

“McClain and Wilmington are 
starting to build up their pro-
grams,” Reid said.

“We have about 31 girls,” Reid 
said. “We’re a little thin on the 
throwing side. We have Harley 
Dawson and Taylor Smith.

“We should score across the 
board in every event,” Reid said. 
“Our goal is to score high in each 
event at the invitationals. We 
want to place two in every event.

“We focus a lot on the relays,” 
Reid said. “Our relays have been 
really strong for years. Last year, 
we sent the 4 x 1, 4 x 2 and 4 x 4 
all to State.

“Our senior leadership is really 
good,” Reid said. Seniors for 
2016 are: Kirsten List, Alexis 
Gray, Holly Inskeep, Taylor Lei-
sure, Megan Mullins, Haley 
Petitt, Maria Wilson and Mallory 
Garrett.

“Our strengths will be in just 
about every event,” Reid said. “I 
can’t really think of an event we’re 
not strong in. We’ll be much-
improved in the throws.”

As far as the schedule goes, 
Washington will begin the sea-
son at the Chillicothe Relays on 
March 26.

The following Tuesday, Wash-
ington will host Chillicothe and 

Hillsboro in a tri-meet.
Washington will host a meet 

with Leesburg Fairfield on April 
6; the Washington Invitational 
(the meet where they contest a 
fan favorite event, the steeple-
chase) is set for Friday, April 15.

Washington’s girls have not lost 
a home regular season meet in 
seven years, Reid noted.

“We’ll probably add two more 
home meets,” Reid said. “They’re 
not on the schedule just yet.”

Washington will compete in 
invitationals at Nelsonville (April 
2), Springfield Shawnee (April 
7), Chillicothe (April 21), Ham-
ilton Township (April 29) and 
Miami Trace (May 5).

The SCOL meet will be held at 
Chillicothe on May 10 and 12.

Washington High School will 
host the Division II District meet 
on May 17 (Tuesday) and 21 
(Saturday).

The Regional meet returns to 
Athens High School on Thursday 
and Saturday, May 26 and 28 and 
the State meet will be at the Jesse 
Owens Track at The Ohio State 
University June 3 and 4.

“Even with all the seniors we 
have, we’re a young team,” Reid 
said. “We have some girls who 
haven’t had to step into the lineup 
every day, because of the group 
we had last year. Our underclass-
men are very talented. We’ll be 
asking a lot of them.

“Savannah Davis did a good job 
last year as a freshman in the high 
jump,” Reid said. “Maddy Gar-

rison continues to improve. She 
had a pretty good year in cross 
country, so, we’re expecting big 
things from her.

“Megan Downing will help 
us in the pole vault,” Reid said. 
“Jaelyn Mason did a good job in 
pole vault last year. She was third 
at the league meet. She was our 
anchor on the 4 x 1 that qualified 
to State.

“Maria Pickerill scored some 
big points last year in the 100 
hurdles,” Reid said. “Tahja Pet-
tiford was an alternate in a lot of 
our relays at the beginning of last 

season. This year, she’ll be play-
ing a bigger role.

“Alexis Gray is working really 
hard right now,” Reid said. “She 
had the second-fastest time going 
into the State last year in the 
800-meters.” Gray was 14th last 
year at the State meet.

“I think if we get over a few 
things and get her mentally pre-
pared, she’ll have a chance to be a 
State champion in the 800,” Reid 
said.

Reach Chris Hoppes at 740-335-3611, ext. 
1104, or on Twitter @choppes1    

Lady Lions out for 7th straight SCOL title

WASHINGTON VARSITY TRACK
Sat., March 26  ..... Chillicothe Relays ...............Away  .........................TBA
Tues., March 29  ... Chillicothe & Hillsboro  .......Home  .............. 4:30 p.m.
Sat., April 2 ........... Nelsonville Invit.  .................Away  ..................... 9 a.m.
Tues., April 5  ......... Fairfield (Leesburg)  ...........Home  .............. 4:30 p.m.
Thurs., April 7  ....... Springfield Shawnee Invit.  .Away  ............... 4:30 p.m.
Sat., April 9  ........... Cedarville Invit.  ..................Away ......................... TBA
Tues., April 12  ....... McClain ...............................Away  ............... 4:30 p.m.
Fri., April 15  ........... WHS Invit.  ...........................Home ............... 4:30 p.m.
Thurs., April 21  ..... Chillicothe Invit.  .................Away  ............... 4:30 p.m.
Fri., April 29  .......... Hamilton Twp. Invit.  ............Away  ..................... 4 p.m.
Thurs., May 5  ....... Miami Trace Invit.  ...............Away ................ 4:30 p.m.
Tues., May 10  ....... SCOL  ...................................at Chillicothe  .. 4:30 p.m.
Thurs., May 12  ...... SCOL  ...................................at Chillicothe  .. 4:30 p.m.
Tues., May 17  ........ District  ................................Home  .............. 4:30 p.m.
Sat., May 21  .......... District  ................................Home  .................. 10 a.m.

2016 WASHINGTON LADY BLUE LION TRACK TEAM 
— (front, l-r); Mallorie Garrett, Phantasia Corbin, 
Maria Wilson, Alexis Gray, Holly Inskeep, Hayley 
Petitt; (second row, l-r); Coaches Corey Dye and Colt 
Harrington, Megan Downing, Hannah Patterson, Tahja 
Pettiford, Hayley Copas, Maddy Garrison, Emily Adams, 
Tessa Yoakum, Ji`Kaliah Marks, Taylor Smith, Kieara 
Hites, Jerrica Hites, Alexa Harris, Coach Craig Pickerill, 
Renee Curnette and Coach Justin Hudnell; (back, l-r); 
Head Coach Louis Reid, Kyra Steward, Jaelyn Mason, 
Raven Haithcock, Trinity Ragland, savanna Davis, Maria 
Pickerill, Kynzie Osborne, Camyrn Waldrop, Harley 
Dawson and Coach Ray Anderson. Not pictured: Kirstin 
List, Megan Mullins and Taylor Leisure.
Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald

WASHINGTON MS TRACK
Wed., March 30  .. Hillsboro  .................................. Away ........  4:30 p.m.
Mon., April 4  ....... Miami Trace  ............................. Home  .......4:30 p.m.
Mon., April 11  ...... McClain  .................................... Away  ........4:30 p.m.
Thurs., April 14  ... WMS Invit.  ............................... Home .......  4:30 p.m.
Mon., April 18 ...... Adena  ...................................... Away  ........4:30 p.m.
Sat., April 23  ....... C-Massie Invit.  ......................... Away  ............10 a.m.
Wed., April 27  ..... McClain Invit.  ........................... Away  ........4:30 p.m.
Wed., May 4  ........ WMS Invit. of SCOL schools  .... Home  .......4:30 p.m.
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317 S. Main St., Washington C.H.
Mon.-Fri. 8a.m.-5p.m.; Sat. 8a.m.-Noon

Auto service, repair and tire sales

Our auto specialists

team, wish all

Fayette County teams

a great year!

Auto
Service
740-355-6505

40
85

56
58

VFW POST 3762

335 Veterans Way, Washington C.H.
740-335-9095

Always supporting our 
veterans & our community.

God Bless our

2016 Athletes

40858584

By Chris Hoppes
choppes@civitasmedia.com

The Washington Blue 
Lion boys track team will 
be looking to move up in 
the SCOL standings under 
second-year head coach 
Colt Harrington.

The Blue Lions placed 
fi fth in the league last year.

Miami Trace won the 
SCOL title, followed by 
Wilmington, Hillsboro and 
McClain.

Clinton-Massie was 
sixth, Chillicothe placed 
seventh and East Clinton 
was eighth.

The Blue Lions had 
three athletes place second 
in a total of four events at 

the league meet in 2015.
Logan Wilson was 

second in the long jump 
and Skyler Hawk placed 
second in the shot put and 
discus throw.

Wilson and Hawk gradu-
ated in 2015.

Hunter Sever fi nished in 
a tie for second in the pole 
vault. Sever is a senior this 
season.

“We have pretty good 
numbers,” Harrington 
said. “We had about 40 
guys sign up. We’re prob-
ably going to be in the low 
30s in the next couple of 
weeks. I’m pretty happy 
with that. Those numbers 
are still pretty good.

“We’re a young team this 

year,” Harrington said. 
“We’re going to have a lot 
of sophomores and juniors 
that I think are going to 
be stepping up for us. I’m 
looking for some of them 
to be leaders this year.

“We graduated a couple 
of guys (Wilson and 
Hawk) who were big point 
scorers for us,” Harrington 
said. “Skyler was always 
very high in the throws. 
Logan was always in the 

top of fi nishers in the long 
jump.

“I think we have some 
guys who were very young 
last year that are going 
to make some noise for 
us this year,” Harrington 

said.
“We have some defi nite 

question marks,” Har-
rington said. “Other things 
I have a good feel for from 

Blue Lion track 
young for 2016

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald
2016 WASHINGTON BLUE LION TRACK TEAM — (front, l-r); Nick Geiler, Cameron Morris, Sam Willis, Connor Lane, Kyler Runk, Jay Fettig, 
Cameron Burns, Nick Bishop, Caleb Rice, Ethan Smith; (second row, l-r); Coach Ray Anderson, Coach Corey Dye, Head Coach Colt Harrington, 
Bryce Coy, Chris Conger, Ambition Corbin, Lee Shaffer, Steven Willis, Josh Trimmer, Blake Angeletti, Liam Downing, Brandon Underwood, 
Levi Davis, Jacob Rice, Coach Justin Hudnell, Cody Riley, Coach Craig Pickerill, Brendan Baughn and Coach Louis Reid; (back, l-r); Kirkland 
Wilson, Jordan Morris, Adrian Butterbaugh, Branton Mitchell, Hunter Sever, Jerry Knapp, Caden Smith, Trent Langley, Mason McCane and 
Trevor Hicks.

See BLUE LION TRACK | 13
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Submitted article

The Miami Trace Panthers 
boys track team is looking to 
make it four South Central Ohio 
League titles in a row in 2016.

The Lady Panthers are hoping 
to move up in the league stand-
ings after placing fifth in 2015.

Brent Noes returns as head 
coach for both Miami Trace 
track teams.

“We have big expectations for 
both the boys and girls teams,” 
Noes said. “The boys are the 
returning SCOL champions and 
are going to work toward that 
same goal again.

“The girls look to move up 
this season,” Noes said.

“We have good numbers again 
this year with around 33 girls 
and 34 boys on the roster,” Noes 
said. “However, we will be very 
young. About half of this year’s 
team consists of freshmen and 
sophomores, so we are excited 
to see what these younger 
student-athletes can offer.

“We have a limited number 
of veterans returning on both 
the boys and girls teams,” Noes 
said. “Even though we have a 
small number of seniors on the 
team, they, along with a nice-
size junior class, will still be 
expected to step up and assume 
that leadership role.

“We must replace several 
key seniors who graduated last 
year,” Noes said.

On the girls’ side, that 
includes Ashlei Benitez, who 
was the SCOL champion in 
both the shot put and the discus 
events. She was also a District 
champion in the shot put and 
placed eighth at the Regional. 
She was a State-qualifier in the 
discus throw in 2014.

Katy Clark (hurdles) and 

Laura Ginn (middle distance) 
also graduated in 2015.

On the boys’ side, one of the 
outstanding competitors who 
graduated was Caleb Wilt, who 
is now a member of the Univer-
sity of Kentucky track team.

In 2015, Wilt won the SCOL 
110 and 300-meter hurdles and 
was a member of the winning 4 
x 400-meter relay team.

He also won those events at 
the District and Regional meets.

At the State meet, Wilt won 
the 110-meter title and placed 
seventh in the 300-meter 
hurdles.

Cedric Pettiford, another 
member of the Miami Trace 
Class of 2015, was a member 
of the SCOL champion 4 x 800-
meter relay, the 400-meter dash 

and the 4 x 400-meter relay.
“Unfortunately, Cedric fin-

ished ninth in the State in the 
400-meters due to an injury,” 
Noes said.

Jerimiah Jones and Jon Camp-
bell were both SCOL champions 
as member of the 4 x 400 and 4 
x 100-meter relays. They both 
qualified to the Regionals in 
those events.

Jaycee Perry was a Regional 
qualifier in the high jump and a 
State qualifier as a member of 
the 4 x 400-meter relay team.

Todd Foster was the No. 1 
thrower for the Panthers last 
season.

“Our No. 1 goal remains the 
same every year,” Noes said. 

MT boys track going for 4th straight SCOL title
Lady Panthers not 
happy with 5th place 
result of 2015

2016 MIAMI TRACE BOYS TRACK 
TEAM — (front, l-r); Christian 
Stults, Devin Bainter, Brandon 
Arledge, Cole Howland, Hunter 
Howard, Josh Holmes, August 
Lanlgey, Blake Pittser, Jacob 
Haldeman, Noah Wiseman; (second 
row, l-r); Jonah Meehan, Justin 
Jones, Gabe Seyfang, Colton Sword, 
Corey Olley, Trenton Crawford, 
Drake Litteral, Will Phillips, Wyatt 
Cory, Jake Atwood, Justin Reed; 
(back, l-r); Brad Mossbarger, Cole 
Karnes, Malik Jackson, Jothem 
Lewis, Wes Seyfang, and Colin 
Wolffe. Not Pictured: Austin Carson, 
Ryan Foster, Larry Jackson, Tyrae 
Pettiford, Canon Quimby and Elijah 
Sauceda.

2016 MIAMI TRACE GIRLS 
TRACK TEAM — (front, l-r); Olivia 
Flerchinger, Julia Barrett, Kaitlyn 

Taylor, Jillian Sollars, Elizabeth 
Kratzer, Abby Riley; (second row, 

l-r); McKenzie Munro, Tori Morrison, 
Kasi Payton, Gretchen Ivers, Katie 

Seyfang, Morgan Miller, Deyona 
Branshaw, Laralyn LeBeau, Tori 

Evans; (back, l-r); Chloe Conklin, 
Taylor Edwards, Sierra Stout, and 
Rachael Campbell. Not Pictured: 

Bethany Butler, Gwen Donato, 
Rebecca Hekathorn, Pashence 

Kitteral, Kylee Munro, Anna Peifer, 
Alexis Smith, Kirstyn Smith, Macey 

Stires and Caraline Williamson.

Photos by Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald

MIAMI TRACE VARSITY TRACK
Sat., April 2  ........ Kiwanis Relays  .......... C’ville  ............................11 a.m.
Tues., April 5  ...... Wil. & C-M  ................. Home  ....................... 4:30 p.m.
Thurs., April 7  .... W. Jeff  ........................ at M. Plains  .............. 4:30 p.m.
Tues., April 12  .... Hills. & London  .......... Home  ....................... 4:30 p.m.
Thurs., April 14  .. Xenia  ......................... Home  ....................... 4:30 p.m.
Mon., April 18 ..... Hillsboro  ................... Away  ........................ 4:30 p.m.
Tues., April 19  .... L-Clay & Adena  ......... Home  ....................... 4:30 p.m.
Tues., April 26  .... McClain Tri.  ............... Away  ........................ 4:30 p.m.
Fri., April 29  ....... McClain Invit.  ............ Away  ........................ 4:30 p.m.
Thurs., May 5  ..... Miami Trace Invit.  ......................................... 4:30 p.m.
Tues., May 10  ..... SCOL  ......................... at Chillicothe  .................5 p.m.
Thurs., May 12  ... SCOL  ......................... at Chillicothe  .................5 p.m.
Tues., May 17  ..... District  ...................... at Washington H.S. .........4 p.m.
Sat., May 21  ....... Dist.  ........................... at Washington  ............. 10 a.m.

MIAMI TRACE MS TRACK
Wed., March 30  ...... London  ........................ Away .................. 4:30 p.m.
Mon., April 4  ........... Washington  ................. Away .................. 4:30 p.m.
Wed., April 6  ........... McClain Tri  .................. Away .................. 4:30 p.m.
Mon., April 11  .......... Wilmington  ................. Home  ................ 4:30 p.m.
Wed., April 13  .......... C-Massie  ..................... Away .................. 4:30 p.m.
Wed., April 20  ......... McClain & Adena  ........ Home  ................ 4:30 p.m.
Sat., April 23  ........... C-M Relays  .................. Away ...................... 10 a.m.
Thurs., April 28  ....... McClain Invit.  .............. Away .................. 4:30 p.m.
Wed., May 4  ............ Washington Invit.  ........ Away .................  4:30 p.m. See PANTHER TRACK | 13
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Good Luck 
To All Of The  2016 Spring Sports Participants

HARTLEY
OIL COMPANY

FIVE LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU

Hillsboro
937-393-5797

Wilmington
937-382-2253

Jamestown
937-675-4951

London
740-852-1051

Washington C.H.
740-335-0690

Toll Free
800-638-7588

40856715

907 Columbus Ave., Washington C.H., OH 43160

KIRKPATRICK FUNERAL HOME
BEST OF LUCK!

MIAMI TRACE

PANTHERS
WASHINGTON C.H.

BLUE LIONS

Washington C.H.

740-335-0701
New Holland

740-495-5216
Roger Kirkpatrick

www.kirkpatrickfuneralhome.com

We Support You!

40
85

35
31

MIAMI TRACE PANTHERS &
WASHINGTON BLUE LIONS ATHLETESGOOD LUCK

9 West Front Street
New Holland, Ohio

495-5181
1-800-870-KIRK

• BROYHILL
• ENGLAND
• FLEXSTEEL
• G.E. APPLIANCE

• LA-Z-BOY
• RIVERSIDE
• SERTA
• LANE

Mon.,Wed., Thurs. • 8:30 am - 9 pm • Tues., Fri., Sat. • 8:30 am - 5 pm

40
85

59
96

“Everyone competes against 
themselves fi rst. Each day, they 
should focus on self-improve-
ment.

“I constantly stress to the 
athletes that they do not need to 
be concerned about the person 
in the lane next to them, or the 
person who throws on jumps 
in front of, or behind them,” 
Noes said. “If they continue to 
see self-improvement, positive 
things will happen.

“It is very encouraging for 
these young athletes to see 
themselves become successful 
through their hard work and 
dedication,” Noes said.

“Of course, we want to repeat 
as SCOL champs,” Noes said. 
“We’re looking to make it four 
(titles) in a row. We know we 
have our work cut out for us, 
but, that is our goal.

“I look for the league to be 
very close on the boys’ side,” 
Noes said. “On the girls’ side, 
Washington, is always strong. 
Hillsboro and Chillicothe are 
strong, as well

“On the girls’ side, we don’t 
feel like we were satisfi ed with 
where we ended up last year,” 
Noes said. “Our intention is to 
defi nitely fi nish much higher 
this year. We’re excited on the 
girls’ side.

“We’ve got a lot of new faces 
on the girls’ side,” Noes said. 
“Some of these girls have had 
some success in the past. We 
have some new athletes com-
ing out who haven’t ran with 
us before. We’re excited to see 
what they have to offer.”

Key returners for 
the girls team include:

Anna Pfeifer (12), sprints; 
Alexis Smith (12), sprints; 
Macey Stires (11), high jump/
middle distance; Katie Sey-
fang (10), shot put (Regional 
qualifi er in 2015)/discus; Jillian 
Sollars (10), distance; Kaitlyn 
Taylor (10), sprints.

Big expectations:
Julia Barrett (12), Elizabeth 

Kratzer (11), Rebecca Hecka-
thorn (10).

Key returners for 
the boys team include:

Devin Bainter (12), sprints 
(Regional qualifi er 4 x 200 and 
4 x 100-meter relays); Jacob 
Haldeman (11), pole vault; 
Drake Litteral (11), sprints 
(Regional qualifi er 4 x 100-
meter relay); Tyrae Pettiford 
(11), middle distance (Regional 
qualifi er 4 x 200-meter relay 
and District and Regional cham-
pion and State qualifi er, 4 x 400-
meter relay); Blake Pittser (11), 

distance; Wes Seyfang (10), 
shot put and discus throw.

Big expectations:
Brad Mossbarger (11), Austin 

Carson (10), Justin Reed (10), 
Noah Wiseman (10) and Colin 
Wolffe (10).

In addition to head coach 
Brent Noes, the coaching staff 
for the Miami Trace track team 
includes; Jeff Bennett, throws; 
Jeff Creamer, sprints and jumps; 
Sammantha Stroker, distance; 
Michelle Teis, pole vault and 
Chip Wilt, hurdles.

Sports Editor Chris Hoppes contributed to 
this report. Reach Chris Hoppes at 740-335-
3611, ext. 1104, or on Twitter @choppes1

last year. Some kids transition really well 
(from junior high to high school). Some 
kids, it takes a year or two.

“In some places, we already have a pret-
ty good idea,” Harrington said. “Caleb 
Rice really came on at the end of the year 
in the 110 hurdles. I think he can be com-
peting for a league title this year. I’d like 
for him to build more on the 300 hurdles, 
as well. Along with his brother, Jacob, I 
think both of them are going to be point 
scorers for us this year.

“Brandon Underwood, another sopho-
more, was very competitive in the 400 
last year,” Harrington said. “Maybe even 
the 800.

“Trevor Hicks (a junior) is back this 
year,” Harrington said. “He’s a thrower. 
He was pretty competitive in the discus 
throw last year. I’d like for him to bring 
the shot in a little more than last year.

“We have a couple of new guys with 
us,” Harrington said. “Mason McCane (a 
senior) he’s just a super kid and a good 
leader. He’s shown some things the last 
week or so in the throws that he might be 
able to compete. His leadership is worth a 
lot on a team like this.

“Jordan Morris (a junior), he’s a bigger 
kid,” Harrington said. “He actually came 
out to high jump for us. I think he’s going 
to try and throw for us, too. He has the 
skill set for it.

“We have kids like Josh Trimmer (a 
sophomore), who kind of fi lled in for us 
last year and ran the 800 some,” Har-
rington said. “I think he’s going to be able 
to help us in the middle distances.

“Chris Conger (a sophomore) com-
peted for us last year in the 3200,” 
Harrington said. “He defi nitely showed 
improvement from the beginning of the 
year to the end. I’m looking for him to 
continue to improve this year. Maybe he 

can make some noise in the league in the 
distance events.

“We have a couple of freshmen who 
might come in and do some things for 
us,” Harrington said. “Cameron Morris 
(a freshman) was a very competitive 800 
and 1600 runner last year in junior high. 
I think he can do some things as a fresh-

man at the high school level.
“I’m excited for the next few years,” 

Harrington said. “A lot of these kids are 
young and they are already showing some 
promise. I think we’ll be competitive this 
year.”

Reach Chris Hoppes at 740-335-3611, ext. 1104, or on 
Twitter @choppes1

BLUE LION TRACK , continued from page 11

PANTHER TRACK, continued from 12
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By Chris Hoppes
choppes@civitasmedia.com

The Washington Blue Lion 
tennis team finished in third 
place (out of six teams) in the 
South Central Ohio League in 
2015.

The team has taken advantage 
of the nice late-winter, early-
spring weather to be outside on 
the courts at Gardner Park, pre-
paring for the 2016 campaign.

McClain has not had a tennis 
team since the league got back 
together. Clinton-Massie has 
had a boys tennis team up until 
last season. Neither school will 
have a team this year.

The Blue Lions had five 
seniors on the 2015 team, led by 
Drake Berlin, who was named 
First Team, All-SCOL.

“Drake won almost 50 varsity 
matches in his career,” returning 
head coach Greg Phipps said. 
“That’s pretty remarkable.”

Other seniors were: Tobin 

Anderson (first doubles), Joseph 
Smith (No. 2 singles) and Adam 
VanDyke and Eric Butterbaugh.

Washington has two seniors, 
three juniors and five sopho-
mores on this year’s team.

Returners include: Grant Mus-
tain (a sophomore), who played 
No. 3 singles last year.

“We’re still in our tourna-
ment to seed the players, but 
Grant should be No. 1 or No. 2 

singles,” Phipps said.
Kenny Upthegrove (a junior) 

will be playing singles this year, 
according to Phipps.

“He’s gotten better since last 
year,” Phipps said.

Madalyn Wayne (a junior) 
played varsity doubles last year.

“She will be playing a lot for 

us this year,” Phipps said.
Jordan Behm (a sophomore), 

Jakob Snyder (a senior) and 
Brody Morris (a senior) all saw 
some varsity playing time last 
year, according to Phipps.

“Those three will help us out 

Blue Lions look for inroads in SCOL tennis

Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald
2016 WASHINGTON BLUE LION TENNIS TEAM — (front, l-r); Grant Mustain, Tony 
Kuenzli, Max Schroeder, Jordan Behm; (back, l-r); Assistant Coach Glenn Price, 
Jakob Snyder, Brody Morris, Kenny Upthegrove, Madalyn Wayne and Head Coach 
Greg Phipps. Not pictured: Susanna Eckstein and Jack Luebbe.

By Chris Hoppes
choppes@civitasmedia.com

Mitch Augenstein takes over as the 
new Miami Trace boys tennis coach 
for the 2016 season.

Augenstein is also the coach of the 
Washington High School girls tennis 
team (that plays in the fall).

Wilmington won the SCOL last 
year, followed by Chillicothe in sec-
ond and Washington taking third 
place.

Hillsboro was fourth, Miami Trace 
fifth and East Clinton sixth.

McClain has never fielded a tennis 
team since the SCOL got back togeth-
er and Clinton-Massie did not have a 
boys team last year nor will they have 
one this year.

This year’s Miami Trace team fea-
tures 11 student-athletes, including 

six who return from last year’s squad.
The Panthers have one senior: 

Riley Evans.
Juniors are: Seth Leach, Matt Fend-

er, Adam Ginn and Todd Peterson.
Sophomores are: Ely Schritzinger, 

Jonathan Allen, Drew Stanforth, Eli-
jah Campbell and Tyler Hannah.

Jacob Seyfang is the team’s lone 
freshman.

“It’s a new program (for me),” 
Augenstein said. “I just plan on start-
ing at square one; with fundamentals, 
with teamwork, with the way I run 
practices.

“I asked them what they wanted to 
keep from last year and what things 
they wanted to look forward to this 
year,” Augenstein said. “They wanted 
to start fresh at square one with 
someone who knows the game; who 
knows how to teach it to them in a 

way they’ll (understand).
“I’ll take my experience of what I’ve 

done with the girls at Washington, 
what I did in college (Augenstein 
played tennis for the University of 
Findlay),” Augenstein said. “I’ll take 
my experiences and work with them, 
not just to learn how to play the game 
of tennis, but, how to be leaders, how 
to have teamwork, how to develop 
respect that comes from any sport 
you play.

“I think it’s important that we’re 
successful in terms of wins and loss-
es,” Augenstein said. “But, I also want 
boys who are going to be successful 
in the future. Discipline from a sport 
is a big way to teach them those val-
ues that you need to succeed in life. I 
think that’s really important moving 
forward in the things that we do.”

Augenstein new Miami Trace tennis coach
MIAMI TRACE BOYS TENNIS

Wed., March 30  ... Chillicothe ..... Home  ......4:30 p.m.
Fri., April 1  ............ East Clinton  .. Away  .......4:30 p.m.
Mon., April 4  ........ Wilmington  ... Home  ......4:30 p.m.
Wed., April 6  ........ Circleville  ...... Home  ......4:30 p.m.
Thurs., April 7  ...... Logan Elm  ..... Away  .......4:30 p.m.
Fri., April 8  ........... Hillsboro  ....... Away  .......4:30 p.m.
Mon., April 11  ....... London  .......... Home  ......4:30 p.m.
Tues., April 12  ...... Unioto  ........... Away  .......4:30 p.m.
Wed., April 13  ....... Washington  ... Away  .......4:30 p.m.
Fri., April 15  .......... Chillicothe ..... Away  .......4:30 p.m.
Mon., April 18 ....... East Clinton  .. Home  ......4:30 p.m.
Wed., April 20  ...... Wilmington  ... Away  .......4:30 p.m.
Mon., April 25  ...... Hillsboro  ....... Home  ......4:30 p.m.
Wed., April 27  ...... Circleville ....... Away  .......4:30 p.m.
Thurs., April 28  .... Logan Elm  ..... Home  ......4:30 p.m.
Fri., April 29  ......... Washington  ... Home  ......4:30 p.m.
Mon., May 2  ......... Unioto  ........... Home  ......4:30 p.m.
Tues., May 3  ......... London  .......... Away  .......4:30 p.m.

WASHINGTON TENNIS
Mon., March 28  ........... Unioto  ...................... Home  ..............4:30 p.m.
Fri., April 1  .................... Chillicothe  ............... Away  ...............4:30 p.m.
Mon., April 4  ................ East Clinton  ............. Home  ..............4:30 p.m.
Wed., April 6  ................ Hillsboro  .................. Home  ..............4:30 p.m.
Thurs., April 7 ............... London  ..................... Home  ..............4:30 p.m.
Fri., April 8  ................... Wilmington  .............. Home  ..............4:30 p.m.
Mon., April 11  ............... Unioto  ...................... Away  ...............4:30 p.m.
Wed., April 13  ............... Miami Trace  ............. Home  ..............4:30 p.m.
Mon., April 18 ............... Chillicothe  ............... Home  ..............4:30 p.m.
Wed., April 20  .............. East Clinton  ............. Away  ...............4:30 p.m.
Fri., April 22  ................. Hillsboro  .................. Away  ...............4:30 p.m.
Mon., April 25  .............. Wilmington  .............. Away  ...............4:30 p.m.
Wed., April 27  .............. London  ..................... Away  ...............4:30 p.m.
Thurs., April 28  ............ Waverly  .................... Home  ..............4:30 p.m.
Fri., April 29  ................. Miami Trace  ............. Away  ...............4:30 p.m.
Wed., May 4  ................. Logan Elm  ................ Home ...............4:30 p.m.

See BLUE LIONS TENNIS | 15

See PANTHERS TENNIS | 15
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In order to establish a lineup, 
Augenstein and his assistant 
coach, Josh Miller, put together 
a ‘ranking’s ladder,’ rating the 
players from No. 1 to No. 11. The 
criteria involved included effort, 
skill, experience and attendance 
at practice.

“Seth is at No. 1 right now,” 
Augenstein said. “He has the 
most experience. He’s taken the 
most time outside of the season 
(for tennis).”

The coaches will look at this 
ranking each week and make 
adjustments as needed head-
ing into the season’s fi rst match 
(Wednesday, March 30 at the 
Club at Quail Run) against Chilli-
cothe.

“If a player on j-v feels they can 
beat a varsity player, we’ll have 
a challenge match,” Augenstein 
said.

“Any coach hopes to have a 
winning record and season,” 
Augenstein said. “An overarching 
goal is to have more wins than 

losses.
“In terms of team spirit and 

morale and building a program, 
that’s what I’m here to do,” 
Augenstein said. “You need a 
good foundation before you can 
build something. That’s how I 
feel about this year, that we’re 
going to build the foundation; for 
them to fi gure out me as a coach 
and for me to fi gure out them 
as players. We want to improve, 

skill-wise, but also in the areas of 
leadership, respect, responsibility 
and teamwork. That’s my goal.”

This will be the last season for 
Miami Trace tennis playing at the 
Club at Quail Run.

Miami Trace High School will 
be installing new tennis courts on 
the school campus later this year.

Reach Chris Hoppes at 740-335-3611, ext. 
1104, or on Twitter @choppes1

740-998-4304
Monday - Friday 7:30am - 4:30pm      

Saturday by Appointment

406 Jamison Road • Frankfort, Ohio 45628

www.BuckeyeMetalRoof ing.com

• 20 Colors of Metal Roofing 
and Siding

• Wide Variety of Trim
• Sliding Door Parts
• Screws
• Overhead Doors
• Matching Caulk and Touch 
Up Paint

• Vapor Barrier and Insulation
• Complete Pole Barn 
Package

FAX: 740-998-4307
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Chris Hoppes | Record-Herald
2016 MIAMI TRACE BOYS TENNIS TEAM — (front, l-r); Drew Stanforth, Todd Peterson, 
Elijah Campbell, Coby Seyfang, Tyler Hannah, Ely Schritzinger; (back, l-r); Head 
Coach Mitch Augenstein, Riley Evans, Matt Fender, Adam Ginn, Johnathan Allen and 
Seth Leach.

tremendously,” Phipps said.
“Max Schroeder (a sopho-

more) will be playing some 
varsity for us,” Phipps said.

“Another sophomore is 
Tony Kuenzli,” Phipps said. 
“He has never played before.

“Jordan Behm has improved 
tremendously,” Phipps said. 
“He’ll be a big asset for us.

“Jack Luebbe (a sopho-
more) is new to the pro-
gram,” Phipps said. “He’s 
never played tennis before.

“Susanna Eckstein played 
j-v last year,” Phipps said. 
“She has worked on her game 
in the off-season and we are 
looking for some positive 
things from her this year.

“Eight of my 10 partici-
pated last year at some level,” 
Phipps said.

“Wilmington can re-load,” 
Phipps said. “They have a 
junior high tennis team.

“I believe Chillicothe had 

a pretty good number of j-v 
players last year,” Phipps said.

“I think Wilmington will 
contend for the league again,” 
Phipps said. “Chillicothe will 
be right there. I don’t know a 
whole lot about Miami Trace 
or Hillsboro.”

On the non-league side, 
Washington will play Unioto 
(home and away). The Blue 
Lions will also play Lon-
don (home and away) and 
Waverly and Logan Elm (both 
at home).

Assisting with coaching 
duties again this year is Glenn 
Price.

“Glenn’s been with me, this 
is the third year,” Phipps said. 
“We are very fortunate to 
have him with us.”

This will be Phipps’ eighth 
year as the head coach of the 
Blue Lion boys tennis team.

Reach Chris Hoppes at 740-335-3611, 
ext. 1104, or on Twitter @choppes1

BLUE LIONS TENNIS, from page 14PANTHERS TENNIS, from page 14
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MSRP $28,475
SAVE $2,076

2016 JEEP 
RENEGADE LATITUDE

$26,399**SALE PricE

STK# J6174

4x4, 75th Anniversary 
Power Sky Roof, Loaded!

MSRP $32,185
SAVE $6,251

2015 DoDGE 
chARGER sxT

$25,934**SALE PricE

STK# D5229

Power Sunroof - Loaded!
MSRP $26,470
SAVE $6,470

2015 DoDGE 
DART GT

$19,999**SALE PricE

STK# D5233

Power sun roof - Loaded!

MSRP $28,005
SAVE $2,104

2016 JEEP 
chERokEE sPoRT

$25,901**SALE PricE

STK# J6142

4x4, Trailer tow

Doug Marine Motors

See our staff about 0% financing.

Discounts and rebates
up to $10,000.

** All  rebates back to dealer. Price excludes tax and title. Prices good through April 30, 2016 

Open 24/7 at DougMarineMotors.net

1120 Clinton Ave., Washington C.H. • (740) 335-3700 • (937) 584-2889 • 1-800-928-2872

SALES: 9-8 Mon., 9-7 Tues., Wed., Thurs., 9-6 Fri, 9-4 Sat.
SERVICE & PARTS: 

8-8 Mon., 8-5 Tues., Wed., Thurs., & Fri.

40858360


