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UPCOMING EVENTS 
PET DAYS - April 2nd

Grand prize drawing: free dog food for 1 year (limit 12 bags) 

CHICK DAYS! Order now for April 1st hatch date. 
Arrival date - April 7th

CHECK- R- BOARD SHOW FEEDS  April 30th, 8-12
Specials on High Octane Supplements & Honor Show Feed.

Reiterman 
Feed & Supply

Check out our Facebook 
or website for more information.40842813

www.reitermanfeed.com
Phone 1-740-869-3817 • Toll Free 1-866-869-3817

Open Monday-Friday 8-5 and Saturday 8-12

Reiterman Feed & Supply, LLC
103 N. London St. Mt.

Sterling, OH 43143

Bring your dogs 
and cats in
for shots &
deworming

$30.00

By Jeff  Gilliland
Civitas Media Service

HILLSBORO — Driving down the 
road one day on an anniversary trip, 
Robert Kroeger passed an old, gray barn 
that called to him. Since that time less 
than four years ago the retired dentist 
has painted dozens of barns across Ohio, 
and Highland County 4-H will soon ben-
efi t from his efforts.

Eleven of Kroeger’s paintings are of 
Highland County barns, and when the 
Highland County Extension Support 
Committee holds its annual dinner fun-
draiser on April 2, fi ve of them will be 
auctioned off, with the proceeds going to 
the committee.

Kroeger was born and raised in the 
suburbs of Youngstown and until last 
year had little knowledge of 4-H or what 
goes on at a county fair. But after start-

ing his Ohio Barn Project last year he 
met with Hillsboro area residents Tim 
and Sandy Shoemaker over the summer 
and they invited him to come back for 
the fair. He was watching a goat show 
when he suddenly knew what to do with 
his paintings.

“The kids reminded me of my youth 
in the 1950s. They were clean cut, 
respectful and competitive,” Kroeger 
said. “There was one girl I thought did 
a very good job and when she didn’t 
win, I could see the expression of disap-
pointment on her face, and I thought to 
myself, ‘This is it.’”

A graduate of The Ohio State Univer-
sity, Kroeger spent four years in the U.S. 
Navy before maintaining a private dental 
practice in Cincinnati for 30 years. Since 
that time he has run marathons and lost 
50 pounds, organized marathons, took 

Preserving rural history
Barn paintings to benefi t Extension Support Committee; fundraiser is April 2

Courtesy photo
An oil painting of this barn on Grabill Road, co-owned by Tim and Sandy Shoemaker and Howard Grabill, 
will be sold at an annual Highland County Extension Support Committee event on April 2. See HISTORY | 3
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up the painting skills he fi rst picked up 
from his commercial artist father, has 
become a published author, and is a 
certifi ed personal trainer who started a 
LifeNuts vitality program.

But it was in 2012 that his anniversary 
trip set him on a course to help Highland 
County 4-H.

“My wife and I turned down the 
road to our bed and breakfast [and] we 
passed this gentle, gray giant. Its roof 
sagging, its side boards warped and 
tilted – a few missing here and there, the 
barn grabbed me. Disheveled, it begged 
for attention. I don’t know how or why, 
but the idea sprang into my head that I 
had to fi nd out more,” Kroeger wrote on 
his website.

The next day he met with the owner 
in a small 1830 farmhouse and learned 
the barn’s story. Kroeger told the man 
that one day he’d start his barn project, 
and in late 2015 he gave the man a small 
study painting of the barn.

When he gets to 50 paintings he said 
he hopes to publish a book of his barn 
art along with essays and photographs 
of each one. He also plans to funnel 
funds from the paintings to 4-H and FFA, 
“towards the young men and women 
who work on Ohio farms, providing 
food, and who will become the next gen-
eration of Ohio farmers.”

Part of the reason he likes barns is 
because he respects early Ohio pioneers. 
“Their barns are disappearing fast and 
I’d like to preserve some of that history 
for the next generation,” he said Thurs-
day. “If it wasn’t for them 200 years ago 
we wouldn’t be here.”

The Highland County Extension Sup-
port Committee fundraiser begins at 6 
p.m. April 2 in the Poultry and Rabbit 
Barn on the Highland County Fair-
grounds. There will be a dinner, live and 
silent auctions, a deejay with karaoke, 
and more. Tickets are $10 for anyone 11 
and older, $7 for kids ages 4-10, and $3 
for kids age 3 and under. They can be 
purchased at the Extension Offi ce or at 
the door the night of the event.

“We normally raise $3,000 to $4,500 
and it’s usually a really fun event. There’s 
something for everybody,” said commit-
tee member Jeff Parry.

In addition to the fi ve paintings he’s 
donating to the auction, Kroeger will be 
selling his other Highland County barn 
paintings. It will be the fi rst time he’s 
sold any.

The paintings are framed, usually with 
original wood from the barn pictured, 
and each comes with an essay on that 
particular barn.

In an essay called “Hunting Mush-
rooms” that he wrote on Mother’s Day in 
early May of last year, Kroeger wrote, “I 
met Sandy Shoemaker through the High-
land County Historical Society. Both a 
barn owner and former USDA employee, 
Sandy’s job involved issuing permits for 
waterway construction on farmland. So, 
after three decades of this, she came to 
know most of the farms, farmers, and 
barns in this rural county, about an hour 
east of Cincinnati. Were it not for Sandy 
and her husband Tim, I might not have 
kept going with this Ohio Barn Project.”

Kroger wrote that his wife and he 
“arrived early in the morning and spent 
most of the day touring the northern half 
of the county, talking with barn owners. 
I took photos and made sketches. Sandy 
gave us the history and told me she 
could show many more. But, after all, 
it was Mother’s Day and Sandy and my 
wife deserved some personal time.

“The fi rst barn was a beauty, a formi-
dable gray one, framed by huge spreading 
trees in front of a built-up bank leading to 
the entrance. Sandy and Tim co-own it 
with Howard Grabill, whose family name 
graces the road alongside it. Originally 
unnamed and called ‘West Road’ by locals, 
it offi cially became Grabill Road in the 
1970s when the state introduced 911 and 
mandated names for all public roads.”

Kroeger wrote that as they sat on the 
porch of the 1912 farmhouse, “Sandy 
told me that Howard Grabill was born 
here. Sort of. In 1945, when Howard’s 
mom felt strong labor pains, Howard’s 
dad was nowhere to be found: he was 
hunting mushrooms deep in the woods. 
For you Millennials, in those days there 
were no cell phones. So grandpa took 
Howard’s mom in his truck and sped 
to the hospital. But they never made it. 
Howard was born in the truck. In farm 
life everyone pitches in.

“The farm is named ‘Millstone Creek 
Farm,’ in reference to the many mills 
that lined the nearby Clear Creek. Sev-
eral large millstones greet visitors on the 
driveway as does a big brass bell that 

Howard got from a West Virginia steam 
engine. If you ring it, Howard, a railroad 
afi cionado, will answer with a toot-toot-
toot from his horn.”

Kroeger wrote that he and Howard 
“both served in the Vietnam era, he in an 
Army re-con unit in Vietnam and me in 
the Navy. In those days our military per-
sonnel weren’t on pedestals, as Howard 
and I can attest. But times have changed, 
fortunately.

“A farmer built the barn in the 1880s, 
a time when Ohio pioneers still knew 
the properties of wood and how to make 
a barn last – as this one has. In those 
days, Ohio was primarily a farming state. 
But, further west, Indians still roamed 
the plains. And one of the Grabill family 
was there to document those days. John 
C.H. Grabill was a photographer of the 
Great Plains and, in 1886, he opened a 
studio in Sturgis, Dakota Territory. He 
took photos of the Wild West: mining, 
stagecoaches, the Devil’s Tower (now 
a national monument), and cowboys 
including the famous Buffalo Bill. But 
his most memorable work, now in the 
Library of Congress, showed the after-
math of the massacre at Wounded Knee 
in January of 1891, a tragedy that hap-
pened in the unforgiving Dakota winter. 
All this while his Ohio relatives were 
building barns and farming. John was an 
adventurer.”

Kroeger wrote that Howard’s grand-
father, the one who provided his truck 
for Howard’s delivery, “had farmed for 
decades in Highland county before he 
purchased this farm in 1944. Much ear-
lier, when Howard’s grandmother was a 
child, an old freed slave named Manny 
took care of her. They called her hus-
band, also a freed slave, ‘Uncle’ Oliver. 
In return, the Grabills took care of them 
when they grew old. Highland County 

was one of numerous Ohio counties that 
helped slaves escape through the Under-
ground Railroad.

“In 1960, a tractor loaded with hay fell 
through the fl oor, but the barn survived. 
It was repaired. A few years later, How-
ard explained, his parents spent $5,000, 
a considerable sum then, to level the 
barn with railroad ties and steel beams 
since it was 17 inches “out of plumb,” as 
Howard put it. He said that’s why many 
barns fail: lack of support.”

During his later years, wrote Kroeger, 
“Howard’s grandpa still owned the farm, 
but allowed Howard’s family to live 
upstairs in the farmhouse. That changed 
when Howard began making too much 
noise. So grandpa, tired of Howard’s 
bouncing on the ceiling, moved upstairs. 
He died in 1953.

“And, the other owners of this wonder-
ful barn, Sandy and Tim, grew up on 
Highland county farms as well. Sandy’s 
parents raised dairy cows; so Sandy 
spent a lot of time milking. ‘We had 100 
cows and I had to milk them. But my dad 
sold them the year I left for college. He 
could have done that a lot sooner,’ Sandy 
told me. Tim also grew up on a farm, 
one in the southern part of the county 
where his parents and grandparents had 
been farmers. But Tim decided to spend 
his career working in a hospital – until 
10 years ago when they bought into this 
farm. Even though retired from their 
jobs, they work the farm, raising cattle 
and crops.”

Kroeger concluded, “Who knows what 
the future holds for this Highland county 
barn? Maybe another father will be out 
hunting mushrooms at delivery time. 
Maybe.”

Reach Jeff  Gilliland at 937-402-2522 or on Twitter 
@13gillilandj.

From page 2

History
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740-998-4304
Monday - Friday 7:30am - 4:30pm      

Saturday by Appointment

406 Jamison Road • Frankfort, Ohio 45628

www.BuckeyeMetalRoof ing.com

• 20 Colors of Metal Roofing 
and Siding

• Wide Variety of Trim
• Sliding Door Parts
• Screws
• Overhead Doors
• Matching Caulk and Touch 
Up Paint

• Vapor Barrier and Insulation
• Complete Pole Barn 
Package

FAX: 740-998-4307
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Sanitation of Ohio

7953 US Hwy 62 SW 877-432-9666
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www.communitysanitationohio.com
info@communitysanitationohio.com • clwhite1953@gmail.com

Waste Solutions for Residential, Industrial and 
Commercial Customers in Fayette, Highland and Clinton Counties.

www.communitysanitationohio.com  •  info@communitysanitationohio.com

7953 US Hwy 62 SW
Washington C.H., Ohio 43160

877-432-9666
740-333-7730

40
85

40
18

NON-GMO = PREMIUM

855 - GROW4US
9768 MILL-JEFF ROAD

 JEFFERSONVILLE, OH 43128
www.bluegrassfarmsohio.com

 Our mission is to help companies around the world create healthy, natural 
products of the highest quality.
 Through the use of proprietary seeds and technologies, we will ensure both 
the safety of our grains and our health-conscious customers’ peace of mind.

40851649

WILMINGTON — Sugar will be 
viewed from many perspectives — histo-
ry, business ethics, health and nutrition, 
social justice and, yes, tasting it — when 
Wilmington College presents its seventh 
annual Food Symposium March 30.

Devised using the theme “Sugar 
Rushed,” the program will feature a 
combination of fi lm, food, fun and 
informed opinions on one of nature’s 
sweetest and, in recent years, most con-
troversial products.

The day will open in Hugh G. Heiland 
Theatre with a screening of Michele Hoz-
er’s Canadian documentary fi lm, Sugar-
Coated, from 10 to 11:40 a.m., followed 
by a food expo in which agriculture pro-
fessor Tom Stilwell’s World Foods class 

will share dishes made from a variety of 
sugar crops from 11:45 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Again this year, the symposium will 
have a student focus in both planning 
and presentation, as an interdisciplin-
ary student research panel will present 
its fi ndings on all things sugar: history, 
marketing, nutrition, etc., from 1 to 
2 p.m., in the McCoy Room of Kelly 
Center. Also, a sugar cube sculpture 
competition will be featured in which 
contestants can create sculptures out of 
sugar cubes, using no more than three 
ingredients: sugar cubes, glue and a 
coloring of choice

On the heels of past competitions 
featuring pies, cakes and cookies, this 
year’s contest, which is open to both the 

campus and community, will highlight 
candy-making.

Categories include: dipped/covered 
(such as buckeyes and truffl es), pulled/
hard/gummies (taffy, rock candy), brit-
tles/barks/toffee bars, diabetic friendly, 
caramels/fudge/pralines and novelty 
(specially design such as candies for holi-
days). Each entry must include a list of 
ingredients as a precaution for persons 
allergic to various nuts or other ingredi-

ents. The registration form can be found 
at: www.surveymonkey.com/r/HCPYLJV

The audience will be able to sample 
contest entries from 2:15 to 3:15 p.m. 
in the McCoy Room. The symposium 
will culminate with a panel highlighting 
“Sugar and Wellness” featuring 
professionals speaking on nutrition, 
diabetes, activity and low-sugar 
cooking, from 3:30 to 4:30 p.m., in 
the McCoy Room.

Sweet!
Wilmington College’s 7th Food Symposium to highlight sugar

Photo courtesy of Gary Brock

A biodigester 
developed by 
agriculture 
students was 
one of the 
projects on 
display at the 
2015 Food 
Symposium 
at Wilmington 
College.
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By Martin Graham
mgraham@civitasmedia.com

The Fayette County Cattlefeeders hon-
ored the late Albert Bihl during the 2016 
Winter Banquet held at the Mahan Build-
ing on Feb. 22.

The program began with a social hour 
and after a few comments from Cattle-
feeders President JL Draganic, the crowd 
prayed and dinner was served. A New 
York Strip steak meal, with potatoes, 
green beans, bread and dessert, was 
served by The Willow. Once the meal 
was finished, the 2015 Fayette County 
Beef Queen, Sydney Miller, crowned the 
2016 Beef Queen, McKenzie Riley. Both 
thanked the community for their support 
of the beef industry and the 4-H exhibi-
tors in Fayette County.

The guest speaker was Adam Garman, 
a local whose family is in the beef indus-
try. He brought laughter to the crowd 
with his interesting stories about his 
childhood. Garman thanked the crowd 
and the Cattlefeeders for allowing him 
the opportunity to speak.

The Distinguished Cattlemen of the 
Year presentation began with a brief 
history of Bihl’s life. He was born and 
raised in Scioto County where he and 
his older brothers raised shorthorns 
in the late 1930’s. They showed at the 
county and state fairs, winning ban-
ners at both levels.

In 1956, Bihl purchased 200 acres 
in Fayette County. Three years later in 
1959, he moved his wife, their four chil-

dren, and 35 registered shorthorns to the 
farm. His children, Helen, David, Phil 
and Steve, showed the shorthorns at the 
local, county and state fairs, where they 
also won banners. Around 1970, Bihl 
started cross breeding the shorthorns 
with several other breeds to increase the 
frame size and profitability of the cattle. 
In the late 1970’s, Carol, his youngest 
daughter, showed the crossbred cattle at 
the county fair, where she continued the 
winning tradition.

Bihl was also known for his role as 
a 4-H advisor for many years for the 
Lucky Leaf Livestock club, where meet-
ings were held in his basement for some 
time. As membership grew, the club later 

moved to the town hall. Today, Bihl’s 
kids and grandkids carry on his love for 
cattle, breeding, selling and showing ani-
mals of their own. While the shorthorns 
are long gone, there will be cattle on the 
farm in Madison Mills for future genera-
tions to raise and enjoy.

Bihl’s sons, Steve and David, were 
on hand to accept the award on their 
father’s behalf, and members of his fam-
ily also attended the event.

“The evening went well,” Draganic 
said after the banquet. “I believe every-
one who came out had a great time. 
We gave away a lot of prizes because of 
the huge support we had from the com-
munity this year. We really appreciate 

that. We look forward to doing it again 
every year so we can continue to take 
what we make here and support those 
kids in 4-H and all of their livestock proj-
ects. We are just trying to give back as 
much as we can.”

Sponsors for the Cattlemen Banquet 
were: The Willow Catering, Bluegrass 
Farms of Ohio, Inc., BJ Cattle Farm, 
McDonalds and Son, Inc., Fifth Third 
Bank, Roszmann Family: Queen’s Tiara, 
Roland LeMaster, CPIA, CIC, Fayette 
Veterinary Hospital, Farm Credit Ser-
vices, Parrett Insurance, Reiterman Feed 
& Supply, Rife Family Show Cattle, JD 
Equipment, Inc., Valero, Fayette Co. 
Ducks Unlimited, Gale Black: Queen’s 
Leather Sash, Leppco, Seed Consultants, 
Hartley Oil, and Precision Ag.

Reach Martin Graham at (740) 313-0351 or on Twitter @
MartiTheNewsGuy

Cattlefeeders hold winter banquet

Martin Graham | Record-Herald photos
The Fayette County Cattlefeeders honored the late Albert Bihl during the 2016 Winter Banquet held at 
the Mahan Building Monday evening. Bihl’s sons, Steve and David, were on hand to accept the award on 
their father’s behalf, and members of his family also attended the event. They are pictured here with 
Cattlefeeders President JL Draganic (at left).

Sydney Miller, the 2015 Fayette County Beef 
Queen, crowned the 2016 Beef Queen, McKenzie 
Riley, during the banquet Monday evening.
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Billy Parrish, Owner
billy@parrishtrucks.com
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By Gary Brock
gbrock@civitasmedia.com

GRANVILLE - Lindsey Lusher Shute 
remembers fondly her time spent as a 
child on her grandparents’ farm near Gal-
lipolis on the Ohio River.

It was a farm of more than 150 acres 
passed down for generations.

“I have so many happy memories. It 
is where I grew my love for agriculture,” 
she told an audience of more than a thou-
sand at the Feb. 13 Ohio Environmental 
Food and Farm Association annual con-
ference in Granville. She was the organi-
zation’s keynote speaker.

“This farm is what brought our family 
together,” she said.

But that farm isn’t the same today, and 
is now less than 10 acres.

Co-founder of the National Young 
Farmers Coalition, an advocacy group 
with 30 chapters in 29 states, she told 

the audience that the most endangered 
group of workers in America today is the 
young farmer.

Why endangered? She said young 
farmers face huge obstacles of personal 
debt, high cost of farmland and lack of 
resources to grow their farms. But she 
hopes spreading the word through her 
organization can reverse the decline in 
young people going into farming.

“Our mission is to create a viable 
career path for young people in agricul-
ture. This means people getting into 
farming as their fi rst career. It is impor-
tant for young people in their 20s and 
younger to know that there is a career 
path for them,” she said.

“If your call is to farm at an early age, 
you shouldn’t have to have another career 
in order to farm. That is not sustainable.”

Shute said beginning farmers are the 
future of Ohio agriculture, but they face 
many hurdles. “Beginning farmers are a 

rare bread,” she pointed out.
She said farmers make up 1 to 2 

percent of the American population. 
“But only one tenth of one percent of 
the American population is made up 
of farmers making a living on the farm 
earning, say, more than $50,000 income 
on the farm.”

Shute added that if you are looking 
for a young farmer, say in the under 35 
age category, you are down to 36,000 
Americans. “We are 319 million Ameri-
cans looking at 36,000 young American 
farmers to steward the future of the food 
system of the United States. Let me tell 
you — that’s a problem.”

In 2010, U.S. Secretary of Agriculture 
Tom Vilsack challenged America to bring 
100,000 new farmers to the land. “We’re 
going to fall short of that goal,” she said. 
“Even the smartest, most experienced 
young farmers are running into obstacles 
too big to carry on.” In the last two cen-

sus of agriculture, 2007 and 2012, the 
farming population fell by about 90,000 
farm operators, she pointed out.

She said the need for American farm-
ers has never been greater. “We as farm-
ers steward about 1 billion acres of land 
- about half the land area of America. and 
about 63 percent of that land is farmed by 
farmers age 55 and older. So you can say 
that at least that much land in the next 30 
years is going to need to be transitioned 
to another farmer,” she said.

“What we will see in the future is more 
consolidation of farms, more develop-
ment of farmland, fallow land and farm 
insecurity,” Shute warned.

Getting new farmers to join in this 
career is no small task. Some are hang-
ing on, she said, but many are going into 
other careers, especially those who are 
getting into the age when they would like 
to have kids, or save for retirement.

The endangered young farmer

See ENDANGERED | 7
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“The average small scale farmer is 
barely surviving. If we as a farm commu-
nity want to succeed and bring new farm-
ers into our fold, we have to fi nd ways to 
deal with these issues,” she cautioned.

One of the biggest obstacles involves 
student loan debt. What does she believe 
can be done to solve this problem?

Her group’s proposal is to add farmers 
to the Public Service Loan Forgiveness 
Program. This is an existing program 
designed to help those wanting in careers 
such as teaching and nursing by having 
their debt forgiven. “We would like to 
have farmers added to that list of pub-
lic servants that quality for this list of 
loan forgiveness,” she said, to a round 
of load and enthusiastic applause from 
those in attendance.

She said her group has a bill in the 
U.S. House of Representatives to add the 
“farming” category to the list of public 
service jobs. “It is a bipartisan supported 
bill,” she said. She urged people to call 
Sen. Rob Portman and members of Con-

gress to support this proposal.
“My philosophy of farming is that 

farming is a public service. That is why 
all of you are here today. You are here 
because you believe that what you are 
doing on your farm is contributing posi-
tively to the community, you are feeding 
people, you are helping the soil, protect-
ing the air and clean water,” she said.

Shute said in a recent survey, 78 per-
cent of young farmers said they struggle 
getting capital. Student indebtedness 
is a major part of this. Students who 
graduated in 2008 from college and 
went into agriculture had an average of 
$11,000 in college debt four years later. 
“It is diffi cult to farm and pay back this 
debt at the same time. Student loans are 
holding back all young Americans across 
the board, not just young farmers. It 
becomes even more diffi cult for young 
farmers because we are trying to lever-
age capital to buy land. If we let student 
debt stand in the way of young people 
getting into farming careers, we will 
have very few farmers. We cannot ignore 
this problem.”

Another obstacle for young farmers, 
she said, is land access. “The reason our 

group was founded was over the issue of 
land access. The National Young Farm-
ers Coalition came out of this need for 
young farmers to advocate for ourselves 
on such core issues as access to land.

Farm prices have been rising since 
the 1980s. The amount of farm land has 
been decreasing. Growing up here I have 
seen this development. This has put a 
tremendous amount of pressure on farm-
ers to sell their land. Expanding conser-
vation land trusts - working farm ease-
ments - for farms, would help make them 
more affordable, she said. The amount 
for that was cut in half in the last farm 
bill. “I want to remind you that it comes 
up for renewal in 2018.

“We need to say that in the next Farm 
Bill, this land conservation funding is 
important to us. The land needs to be 
affordable to farmers. We will have quite 
a lot of work to do.”

Shute said one of her favorite sayings 
is: We don’t need mass production; we 
need production by the masses. “To me, 
that is exactly right. The nation desper-
ately needs more young farmers. New 
farmers to step into the shoes of our 
family farmers, we need family farmers 

who will love the land, bring fresh food 
to the market, build local food securities 
and strengthen the local economy. It is 
up to all of us to pass on this desire for 
farming.”

Shute said that she is very hopeful for 
the future of farming in what “I see in 
the young farmers in this audience and 
those in Ohio. There is great potential in 
this room.”

Shute and her partner now operate 
an upstate New York organic vegetable 
farm. They provide food to a 900-mem-
ber Community Supported Agriculture 
(CSA) program.

The second speaker at the conference 
was John Ikerd, one of the nation’s lead-
ing agriculture economists. He grew up 
on a Missouri dairy farm.

In his speech before the OEFFA audi-
ence, Ikerd discussed how the growing 
demand by consumers and concerns 
about the nation’s food system are creat-
ing opportunities for organic farmers 
to create “lasting and fundamental 
change.”He discussed the growing “good 
food revolution” in America and empha-
sized how this will impact young Ameri-
can farmers in the future.

From page 6
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MAYER FARM EQUIPMENT, LLC
Authorized Dealer - Sales - Service - Parts
1812 St. Rt. 734 NW - Jeffersonville, Ohio
email:  mayer@mayerfarmequipment.com

       740-426-6307   ~    800-996-2937

MERCHANTS NATIONAL BANK

We thank you, The Merchants National Bank
128 S. North Street, Washington C.H., Ohio 43160

740-335-1331 · www.merchantsnat.com

Celebrates agriCulture!
March 15th marks National Ag Day. It is a time when producers, agricultural 
associations, corporations, agencies, and countless others across America gather to 
recognize and celebrate the abundance provided by Agriculture.

Merchants National Bank Supports Agriculture, not only on Ag 
Day, but as we have done for the past 135 years and will continue to 
do in the future! We admire and have a sincere appreciation for our 

agricultural community!
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COLUMBUS – Wilmington is one 
of two locations for an upcoming 
regional workshop as part of a new 
Ohio Farm Bureau professional 
development program.

Professional development for farmers, 
entrepreneurs, and agribusiness and 
food industry professionals is the 
goal of the new Ohio Farm and Food 
Institute. The institute will provide 
dynamic programs, networking 
opportunities, idea sharing, trends 
and issues updates, educational 
opportunities and leadership 
development training. The institute 
is a creation of the Ohio Farm Bureau 
Federation (OFBF).

“These efforts are about bringing 
additional value to our members in a 
way that meets their needs,” said Tim 
Hicks, OFBF’s business development 
fi eld director. “We’ll be partnering 
with a broad range of industry groups, 
such as the Center for Innovative 
Food Technology and others, to bring 
valuable content and connections 
within the food chain, not only for 
current members and farmers, but to 
create relationships with businesses 
and individuals that didn’t think Farm 
Bureau was for them.”

As part of its initial programming, 
two regional workshops on marketing 

are scheduled: April 5 in Wilmington 
and April 8 in Hartville. Marlene Eick 
of Herdmark Media and OFBF’s 2015 
Excellence in Agriculture winner will 
be presenting on Branding and Social 
Media Strategy. In her presentation 
“Telling the story you’re living: Using 
branding and marketing to maximize 
your brand’s infl uence,” she will discuss 
how small business owners should 
consider their brand’s story and then 
create a strategy to share it with their 
target market. Other presenters will 
also participate.

Cost is $30 for Farm Bureau 
members and $50 for nonmembers and 
includes lunch. OFBF Group members 
can attend the regional workshops as 
part of their membership. To register 
or get more information,
visit ohiofarmandfood.org.

In addition to regional workshops, 
the institute will encompass the annual 
Farm and Food Leadership Forum 
and will introduce an online learning 
program. “With these and several 
other ideas, we plan to engage farmers 
and the food industry in unique and 
exciting ways,” Hicks said. For more 
information about the institute and 
additional summer and fall regional 
workshops, visit ohiofarmandfood.org 
or follow on Facebook.

OFB plans April 
marketing workshops


