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Experience key for Bulldogs
By Drew Stambaugh
dstambaugh@aimmediamidwest.com 

Swanton girls basketball 
returns a wealth of experience 
as they look to improve on a 
13-9 overall record in the 2018-
2019 season.

Averie Lutz leads the 
returnees for the Bulldogs. 
She was named first team All-
NWOAL and second team All-
District 7 as a sophomore last 
season.

Her sister, Aricka, also 
returns for her junior season. 

She was honorable mention 
all-league and in District 7 last 
season.

“Averie had a tremendous 
year for us last year and we 
will rely on her for heavy 
minutes this year, she put in 
a lot of extra time shooting in 
the offseason,” said coach Eric 
Oakes. “Aricka really heads our 
defense (took 15 charges last 
season) and we seem to feed 
off her on the defensive side.”

Also returning for Swanton 
are letter winners Grace Oakes, 
Ashlynn Waddell, Jessica 

Dohm, Morgan Pine, Kara 
Truckor, Maya Vargas and 
Frankie Nelson.

He sees that experience as 
a strength, along with being 
a “scrappy team with some 
speed.” With the depth of the 
roster, Swanton could start a 
few different lineups depending 
on matchups, he said.

“Looking for a big year from 
sophomore Frankie Nelson, 
really think she can step up 
and really be a tough person to 
defend anywhere on the floor,” 
said coach Oakes. “Grace, 

Morgan, Kara, Ashlynn, 
Jessica all (are) returning 
letter winners with big roles 
on our team, will look for great 
leadership from these seniors.”

Height could be a weakness 
for the Dogs. Coach Oakes 
said the team is not that tall 
and “will have to work hard on 
rebounding and post defense.”

With so many experienced 
players coming back, coach 
Oakes listed just one promising 
newcomer - Alexis Sarvo, who 
was recently named All-Ohio in 
volleyball.

He sees a balanced league 
race.

“Think league will be 
very competitive all the way 
through,” said coach Oakes. 
“Could see a champ or 
co-champs with a couple of 
losses in league play.”

Swanton’s home opener will 
be Dec. 2 against Cardinal 
Stritch as they play on the 
road often during the first part 
of the season. Their second 
home game is not until Dec. 20 
against Holgate.

Max Householder | Swanton Enterprise
The 2019-20 Swanton girls basketball team.
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The 2019-20 Swanton boys basketball team.

Thornton, Vance to lead Bulldogs
By Drew Stambaugh
dstambaugh@aimmediamidwest.
com

Swanton boys 
basketball will need to 
replace its top three 
scorers, as the Bulldogs 
look to improve on last 
season’s 11-13 record.

Lost to graduation 
are Randy Slink and 
Jared Wilson, who each 
averaged 12 points per 
game, and Hunter Mix, 
who scored 9.2 per game. 
Slink and Wilson were 
each second team All-
NWOAL and honorable 

mention in District 7.
Also gone are Dylan 

Gilsdorf and Dean 
Croskey. Gilsdorf was 
honorable mention all-
league and in District 7 
after recording 5 points 
and 3 assists per game.

The Bulldogs do, 
however, return two key 
players from last year’s 
squad – junior Andrew 
Thornton and Josh Vance. 
Thornton, a forward, 
averaged 8 points and 5 
rebounds per game last 
season and was named 
honorable mention in 
District 7.

Vance, a guard, scored 
6 points per game and 
added 2 assists.

“Andrew Thornton 
and Josh Vance bring 
two years of varsity 
experience and a strong 
understanding for our 
system,” said Swanton 
coach Joel Visser. “For 
us to reach the goals 
we are capable of we 
need to be able to lean 
on them to score and 
lead our team both on 
and off the (court). Josh 
and Andrew are high 
basketball IQ players 
and are very coachable 

on the court. They bring 
it every day when they 
come to practice and I 
look forward to their hard 
work paying dividends for 
us this season.”

Senior Justyn Barlett 
also returns at guard for 
the Bulldogs.

“Justyn Bartlett was 
a good sixth man for 
us down the stretch 
last season and began 
to get his feet wet with 
becoming a varsity 
basketball player,” said 
Visser, who has a career 
record of 47-47. “He has 
great lateral quickness 

and is our best on ball 
defender. He is a very 
good catch and shoot 
guy with the skill set 
defensively to be the 
best defender in the 
NWOAL.”

Other returning letter 
winners are senior center 
Jake Crow and senior 
forward Brendan Keith.

Newcomers with a 
chance to make their 
mark on the varsity 
roster include juniors 
Trent Weigel, guard; 
Blake Szalapski, forward; 
Anthony Duarte, forward; 
Corey Becker, guard; and 

Brendan Pelland, guard.
Visser sees team 

defense and depth as 
strengths for the season. 
He said the Bulldogs 
will need to establish 
leadership and find 
chemistry with a young 
team.

“We are very young, 
raw but also talented,” 
he said. “If our players 
are willing to accept 
their roles and we can 
find some good team 
chemistry we will be 
a very competitive 
basketball team this 
season.”



November 26, 2019     3Swanton Enterprise 2019 BasketBall Preview

By Max Householder
mhouseholder@aimmediamidwest.
com

With two of their 
best players returning – 
including one that was all-
state – Evergreen has the 
potential to win its first 
Northwest Ohio Athletic 
League boys basketball 
title since 2009.

The Vikings come into 
this season following a 
20-5 year in 2018-19.

“We believe we can 
build on the season 
we had last year and 
continue to work hard 
and compete for a league 
title,” said longtime head 
coach Jerry Keifer.

They are led by the 
return of Mason Loeffler 
who was second team All-
NWOAL, first team All-
District 7, second team 
All-Northwest District 
and honorable mention 
All-Ohio. He averaged 
15.1 points per game 
during his junior season.

Also back is Nate 
Brighton (10.2 points 
per game, 9.7 rebounds), 
who was first team All-
NWOAL and honorable 
mention All-Northwest 
District and District 7.

Newcomers to 
the squad include 

sophomores Ethan 
Loeffler and Evan 
Lumbrezer, plus juniors 
Austin Lumbrezer and 
Dylan Hickerson.

“We have really good 
size with 5 seniors 
returning,” said Keifer. 
“Experience should be 
a strength. We have two 
4-year starters returning.”

However, they will 
be without Chandler 
Lumbrezer (9.8 ppg), 
Bryce Hudik (9.7 ppg), 
Nic Borojevich (6.2 ppg) 
and Zack Lumbrezer (2.9 
ppg).

Chandler Lumbrezer 
was second team all-
league and honorable 
mention District 7, Hudik 
honorable mention all-
league and second team 
District 7, and Borojevich 
honorable mention both 
in the league and District 
7.

“We lost our 2 primary 
ball handlers from last 
year, and will have two 
new point guards getting 
their first varsity action,” 
said Keifer on potential 
weaknesses for the 
season.

The Vikings were 5-2 
in league play a season 
ago, good enough for 
third in the NWOAL 
behind Archbold (7-0) 

and Wauseon (6-1). They 
will look to surpass the 
Blue Streaks and Indians, 
along with the other 
teams, in 2019-20.

“Should be very 
interesting year in the 
NWOAL. I see 4 or 5 
teams with a legit shot 

at a league title,” said 
Keifer.

Evergreen opens the 
season next Monday, Dec. 
2 when they welcome 
Ottawa Hills.

Reach Max Householder  
at 419-335-2010

By Drew Stambaugh
dstambaugh@aimmediamidwest.com

Evergreen has six letter 
winners returning as 
they look to build on last 
year’s 3-4 finish in the 
Northwest Ohio Athletic 
League.

Leading the returnees 
for Coach Brittaney 
Cymbolin is Savannah 
VanOstrand, who was 
second team All-NWOAL, 
and honorable mention 
All-District 7 as a junior. 
She averaged 7 points 
and 6 rebounds per game.

Mady Peluso was 
honorable mention in 
the league and District 
7 and also returns after 
averaging 6 points and 3 
rebounds per game last 
season.

Also back for Evergreen 
are Kenndi Keifer (5 
points, 2 rebounds per 
game), Nicole Brand (3 
points, 2 rebounds per 
game), Bekah Bowser (3 

points, 2 rebounds per 
game), and Naomi Brand 
(2 points, 2 rebounds  
per game).

“One of our strengths 
consists of our ability 
to work as a team,” 
said Cymbolin. “These 

kids are extremely 
unselfish and work 
well together. We also 
have a young group of 
underclassmen who push 
our upperclassmen  
to perform each and 
every day.”

Kelsie Komisarek 
and Abi Borojevich will 
need to be replaced, 
but the coach cited 
several promising 
newcomers. They are 
Sydney Woodring, Jordan 

Lumbrezer, Morgan 
Foster, and Paige Radel.

Cymbolin said her 
team needs to do a better 
job of starting off strong 
and rebounding the 
basketball.

Last season, all but 
one of the teams in the 
NWOAL finished with 
at least three league 
wins. That balance could 
continue.

“I feel the league is 
pretty evenly matched 
and do not see one team 
necessarily dominating,” 
said Cymbolin, who 
has an overall coaching 
record of 139-58. “I think 
any one team will have 
the ability to knock off 
another on any given 
night.”

The Vikings, who were 
8-14 overall a season ago, 
will open up the season 
Tuesday with a home 
game against Otsego.

“I feel like our girls can 
surprise some teams with 
their work ethic and team 
play,” said Cymbolin. 
“Over the past year, our 
girls have truly come 
together and will be fun 
to watch this season.”

File Photos
Nate Brighton of Evergreen looks for room underneath the hoop 
in a non-league game versus Delta last season. He returns for the 
Vikings after being named first team All-NWOAL, plus honorable 
mention All-Northwest District and District 7 a season ago.

File Photos
Savannah VanOstrand hits a three-pointer for Evergreen in a game 
last season. She was second team All-NWOAL and honorable 
mention All-District 7 as a junior.

Mady Peluso of Evergreen, right, takes the ball up the court in 
a tournament game last winter. She was honorable mention all-
league and in District 7 a season ago.

Mason Loeffler of Evergreen goes up for a bucket in a tournament 
game at Toledo Central Catholic last season. He was honorable 
mention All-Ohio and is back for his senior season this year.

Vikes to be in mix for league title

Unselfish Vikings work as team
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Panther girls in search of three-peat
By Max Householder
mhouseholder@aimmediamidwest.com

The Delta girls basketball 
team has the potential to win a 
third straight Northwest Ohio 
Athletic League title and fourth 
since 2015 this season, led by a 
stellar junior class that includes 
three all-league performers.

“We have a good core back 
from last year,” said 10th-year 
head coach Ryan Ripke. “Our 
junior girls are eager to step 
into new roles of leadership. 
But we have a lot of new faces 
that will have to learn to mesh 
together. That may take some 
time for us to develop a new 
identity. Also, Braelyn Wymer 
and Ella Ford have been 
rehabbing knee injuries from 
last spring so getting them 

back up to playing shape will 
also take some time. I think we 
will get better as the season 
goes on and hopefully we’ll be 
peaking at the end to make a 
run in tournament.”

Back in the fold for the 
Panthers are returning letter 
winners Braelyn Wymer 
(second team All-NWOAL, 
honorable mention All-
Northwest District/District 
7), Brooklyn Wymer (second 
team All-NWOAL, honorable 
mention District 7), Brooklyn 
Green (honorable mention 
All-NWOAL/District 7), and 
Reagan Rouleau.

Braelyn Wymer was third on 
the team in scoring a season 
ago, averaging 10.6 points 
per game and 3.7 rebounds. 
Green averaged 10 ppg and 

4.3 rebounds, while Brooklyn 
Wymer averaged 8.1 ppg and 
2.9 rebounds. Rouleau was the 
team’s fourth leading scorer at 
4.5 ppg.

Newcomers to the squad are 
Jorrdyn Wolford, Ella Ford, 
Khloe Weber, Kiersten Culler 
and Jersey Irelan.

“We have four of our top five 
scorers back from last year,” 
said Ripke on the strengths 
of the group he has returning. 
“As sophomores, Brooklyn 
and Braelyn Wymer, Brooklyn 
Green and Reagan Rouleau all 
played vital roles in our success 
last year, and accounted 
for about 60 percent of our 
offense. As a group, they are 
very well-rounded; they each 
bring something different and 
valuable to this team.”

The Panthers are having to 
replace three key contributors 
from last year’s squad, 
including Abbie Freeman who 
was NWOAL Player of the 
Year, first team All-Northwest 
District and in District 7, and 
special mention All-Ohio. They 
also lose Jessie Giguere and 
Alayna Mitchell.

“Even though we have a 
lot coming back, our biggest 
concern will be our depth,” 
explained Ripke. “After those 
four girls, no one has played 
any meaningful varsity time. 
We need to find girls who 
will play valuable minutes 
and can do the intangibles 
for us. Rebounding is another 
concern. We’re not a very 
big team, so we are going 
to have to be physical in our 

rebounding game.”
There will likely be stiff 

competition for the league title 
this season. As a result, Ripke 
says the Panthers are no shoe 
in to win their third straight 
championship.

“I think we can compete 
for another league title,” said 
the Panther coach. “However, 
Wauseon brings everyone back 
and have to be considered 
one of the favorites. Archbold 
brings back a lot of experience 
and can never be counted out. 
Bryan also brings back a lot of 
girls from last year’s team and 
they will add a talented guard 
that was out last year with an 
injury.”

Reach Max Householder at 419-335-2010
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Delta boys hope to make strides in 2019-20
By Max Householder
mhouseholder@aimmediamidwest.com

The Delta boys basketball 
team had a rough 2018-19 
campaign under first-year 
coach Derek Sheridan, but they 
hope the experience gained will 
aid them in a more successful 
season this year.

“The Panthers will have 
to rely on team defense and 
rebounding in order to be 

competitive,” said Sheridan. 
“Offensively the Panthers 
will need to be fundamentally 
sound and role oriented.”

Delta finished last season 
6-16 with a 1-6 mark in 
Northwest Ohio Athletic 
League play. Their only league 
victory was a 49-45 win over 
Patrick Henry.

Returning for the Panthers 
are Braden Risner, Hunter 
Tresnan-Reighard, Mike 

Eckenrode, Hunter Hamilton 
and Josh Tresnan-Reighard. 
Newcomers added are 
Guillermo Asensio, Chase 
Stickley, Alex Hodge, 
Nick Mazurowski, Todd 
Sackschewsky, Bryce Gillen, 
Briar Knapp, Nolan Risner and 
James Ruple.

Coach Sheridan lists team 
chemistry and work ethic as 
strengths for the season. Their 
main weakness is a lack of 

experience.
A contributing factor to an 

inexperienced roster is the 
loss of three All-NWOAL and 
All-District 7 performers from 
a year ago. Gone are Brady 
Wymer and Seth Burres who 
were honorable mention all-
league and District 7, while 
Ashton O’Brien was honorable 
mention District 7.

It will undoubtedly be tough 
for the Panthers to compete for 

a league title, as Sheridan notes 
the strong background of the 
NWOAL and its teams.

“The NWOAL is packed with 
solid players and outstanding 
coaches,” said the second-
year Panther coach. “This will 
probably be another season 
where the league title is 
shared.”

Delta hosts Tinora Friday, 
Dec. 6 to begin the season.

Reach Max Householder at 419-335-2010


