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ACHIEVE IT.
DREAM IT.

Chatfield meets 
students where they 
are and empowers 

individuals to better 
themselves, their 

employability, and 
their futures.

www.chatfield.edu/admissions

Named a Best Value 
College  by University 

Research & Review  

for the 6th year in a 

row, Chatfield is an  

affordable option  

for anyone!
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Chat� eld College 
is bringing more 
access and con-

venience to students by 
expanding its online 
learning program.

Chat� eld’s E-Cam-
pus launched earlier 
this year with a slate of 
online courses in core 
academic areas.  � ose 
courses are continuing 
through the current 
summer session and  
will nearly double 
from the spring to the 
fall semester as the 
program grows.

“We are just going 
to slowly roll out more 
and more classes as we 
train our faculty,” said  
Michelle Miranda.  She 
is Chat� eld’s Project 
Manager of Online 
Learning.

 Miranda said that 
Chat� eld has launched 
an online course in 
online teaching for all 
Chat� eld faculty.

“We have also 
created an online space 
for every class that we 

o� er.  Faculty members 
now have the option 
to teach any of their 
classes online if they 
choose,” she said.

Chat� eld Chief Aca-
demic O�  cer Dr. Peter 
Hanson said that 24 
hour access to classes is 
invaluable to students.

“One of the bene� ts 
of online education is 
that it a� ords students 
the � exibility to focus 
on academics on a time 
that’s right for them.  
Many of our students 
aren’t just going to 
school.  � ey are moth-
ers and fathers and 
employees,” he said.

“� e response that 
we received over-
whelmingly from our 
students was positive.  
What we would like to 
be able to do long-term 
is o� er our students 
as much � exibility as 
possible while still de-
livering a high quality 
education.”

Miranda and Han-
son both said that an-

other bene� t of online 
classes is being able to 
enhance learning in 
traditional classes.

“Even in face to face 
classes, students can 
take online quizzes, 
access study guides 
and use other online 
resources to enhance 
their learning experi-
ence,” Miranda said.

Grades and the class 
syllabus and schedule 
are also posted, giving 
students 24 hour access 
to information that 
helps them stay on top 
of their courses.

“� ese classes are 
perfect for the student 
that needs a required 
class, but has some-
thing going on in 
their life that prevents 
them from being able 
to attend a physically 
scheduled class,” Mi-
randa said.

She added that the 
next step in some class-
es will be combining 
both types of learning.

“We are also think-

ing about how we can 
o� er some blended 
courses where physical 
and online attendance 
are both used.  � is 
will allow students to 
experience the best of 
both environments,” 
Miranda said.

Hanson said that 
online courses are 
viewed with the same 
credibility as tradition-
al courses by younger 
people.

“With people that 
have grown up in the 
internet era, there isn’t 
really a distinction or 
preference between 
online or in person 
classes,” he said.

“Some of our stu-
dents are telling us that 
the structure of online 
courses makes it easier 
for them to learn.”

To learn more or to 
sign up for traditional 
or online classes, 
www.chatfield.edu/
admissions

Southern State can meet you where you are in life
Think about where you are in life.
In high school ready to take flight? 

Upended by a job loss? Ready to do a 
midlife 180?

At Southern State Community College, 
we can meet you right where you are—
whether you’re ready to prep for your 
GED or tackle a master’s program. You 
might be surprised, and possibly delight-
ed, by what we offer. Have a look and 
then give us a call at 1-800-628-7722 if 
something piques your interest. Or learn 
even more at www.sscc.edu/academics.

 GED PREP & COLLEGE READINESS
For college-bound students who need 

extra assistance in math or English, 
Southern State’s Adult Opportunity 
Center (AOC) provides college readiness 
classes which meet twice a week for one 
semester and are offered free of charge. 

Because no tuition or fees are required, 
financial aid can be reserved for college-
level classes. The AOC also offers adult 
literacy courses, GED preparation and 
practice testing, nursing program prepa-
ration, and workforce education.

 SHORT-TERM TRAINING
Southern State offers several short-

term training options, including Continu-

ing Education, Ohio Peace Officer Train-
ing Academy, and the Truck Driving 
Academy. Continuing education courses 
are great for polishing or learning new 
skills. These are short-term, non-credit 
courses for professional development 
or personal enrichment presented in a 
relaxed, flexible format.

The Basic Peace Officer Training 
Academy is a short-term program held on 

SSCC’s Fayette Campus that can be taken 
alone or as part of the Law Enforcement 
program in the Criminal Justice Pathway. 
The Peace Officer Training program pro-
vides the student with the fundamentals 
of entry-level peace officer training for 
employment as a law enforcement officer.

The Truck Driving Academy provides 
hands-on training and can be completed 
in four weeks or eight weekends. South-
ern State offers a comprehensive, hands-
on truck driver training program that 
exceeds Ohio requirements for obtaining 
your Class A or B Commercial Driver’s 
License (CDL) as well as HAZMAT 
endorsement. The program is offered at 
multiple locations throughout Ohio.

 CERTIFICATES
Another quick route to a new career 

See SOUTHERN | 10
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Creating Successful Lives
Offering a Wide Variety of Career and Technical 

Programs Workforce Training for 
Traditional and Non-Traditional Students

Buckeye Hills also offers “ABLE” -
An Adult Basic & Literacy Education Program

Real Training for Real Life!!

351 Buckeye Hills Road, Rio Grande, OH
 740-245-5334

www.buckeyehills.net
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How to save on college housing costs 
College is expensive, and the costs 

are only rising. Scholarships and grants 
can help mitigate the costs of higher 
education, but even students who 
receive such aid could find themselves 
scrambling for ways to make college 
more affordable.

Housing is one of the more expensive 
costs for college students and their 
families. According to the College 
Board, the average cost for room and 
board during the 2016-2017 school year 
was $10,440 at four-year public schools 
and $11,890 at private colleges and 
universities. And those costs typically 
cover housing for just the school year, 
which may last anywhere from six to 
eight months. However, there are ways 
for students and their families to reduce 
those costs.

• Examine your dormitory options. 
Many schools assign students to dormi-
tories for their freshman years, giving 
students little say with regard to where 
they will live. However, students might 
have more input in their housing come 
their sophomore, junior and senior 
years. Some dorms might be more 
attractive and offer more amenities 
than others, but students and families 
looking to save money on housing costs 
should opt to live in the most budget-
friendly dorms available to them. In 
addition, choose to live with a room-
mate rather than in a single room, as 
singles tend to cost substantially more 
than double rooms.

• Sign up to be a resident advisor. 
Resident advisors, or RAs, often receive 
free housing in exchange for living in 
dormitories when they are upperclass-
men or graduate students. RAs help 
newly enrolled or younger students 
adjust to campus life while also ensur-
ing nothing untoward happens on the 
floors they’re tasked with looking after. 
Students who may want to apply for RA 
positions should first confirm if serv-
ing as an RA will affect their overall 
financial aid package and how great that 

impact might be.
• Live with roommates even after 

leaving the dorms. Due to limited 
space, many colleges insist dorm resi-
dents live with roommates. Upperclass-
men who are moving out of the dorms 
and into university or off-campus apart-
ments can save money by continuing to 
live with roommates. This can be espe-
cially beneficial to students who will 
be living in off-campus housing where 
amenities such as electricity, cable 
television and water are unlikely to be 
included in the cost of the rent.

• Commute to school. While it might 
not be ideal, commuting to school can 
save college students and their families 
substantial amounts of money. Public 
university students who did so during 
the 2016-2017 school year might have 
saved nearly $11,000, or $44,000 in 
four years. That’s money that can be 
used to pay tuition or finance postgrad-
uate educations.

College housing costs can be consid-
erable. But budget-conscious students 
and families can save on such costs in 
various ways. 
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3 tips to finding the right graduate program
Graduate school allows college gradu-

ates the chance to intensify their stud-
ies as they pursue advanced degrees. 
Many professions require advanced 
degrees, but students may enroll in 
graduate school for various reasons, 
including their own intellectual curios-
ity and the chance to improve their 
earning potential.

Choosing a graduate program is an 
important decision that can impact 
students’ career prospects and financial 
futures. According to Peterson’s Real 
Guide to Colleges and Universities, 
the average annual tuition for a gradu-
ate program at a public university is 
$30,000, while graduate students at 
private universities can expect to pay 
nearly $40,000 each year. Such figures 
illustrate just how important it is for 
prospective graduate students to find 
the right schools for them.

1. Conduct exhaustive research. 
Because the cost of graduate school 

is so substantial, students should be 
extra diligent when researching poten-
tial grad schools. Gather as much infor-
mation about each school as possible, 
even contacting department heads 
and/or professors to learn if a given 
program is best for you. Graduate pro-
grams tend to be specialized, so make 
sure each school you’re considering 
offers exactly what you’re seeking. For 
example, graduate programs in history 
may specialize in a particular period of 
history. As a result, students who want 
to pursue graduate degrees in history 
must find the program that allows them 
to study the period that most interests 
them. Finding such programs requires 
extensive research, so students must 
afford themselves ample time.

2. Speak to current students and 
recent graduates. 

Current students and recent gradu-
ates can provide a unique perspective 
that prospective grad students won’t 

get from brochures or online research, 
no matter how exhaustive that research 
might be. Encourage students and 
recent grads to be candid, asking them 
about their experiences as grad stu-
dents and, for recent grads, how they 
fared in the job market after earning 
their degrees. Don’t discount the latter, 
as grad school is an investment of time, 
energy and money, and that should lead 
to professional fulfillment upon gradu-
ating. 

3. Be realistic about your finances. 
While many people enroll in gradu-

ate programs to improve their earning 
potential, some students may not enjoy 
that benefit. The cost of grad school 
varies depending on the school and the 
program, but prospective grad students 
may want to change their plans if the 
cost of obtaining an advanced degree 
will greatly affect their financial free-
dom for years to come. Students wor-
ried about their post-grad school earn-
ing potential may want to choose less 
expensive programs so they can still 
pursue their degrees without mortgag-
ing their financial futures.

Graduate school requires a substan-
tial investment of time, energy and 
money. Prospective grad students 
should do everything possible to ensure 
they invest in the grad school that best 
suits their particular needs.
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Location is a big factor when 
considering college. With Shawnee 
State University right here in 
Portsmouth, staying home for your 
college education is “the smart 
choice,” says Interim President Jeff 
Bauer.

 
“Shawnee State is a great value,” 

Bauer said. “Our graduates can keep 
their costs down while completing 
their undergraduate degrees. Many of 
our students are then able to afford 
to go on to graduate school, medical 
school, or professional school debt-
free.”

 
Shawnee State has expanded 

scholarship offerings, making college 
even more affordable. Last year, the 
university awarded nearly $4 million 
in student aid. Students who apply by 
December 1, 2018 will be considered 
for merit-based awards that range 
from full-tuition to $3,000 per year. 
This year, Shawnee State added 
$1,000 legacy and sibling scholarships 
to provide additional support for 
children, grandchildren, and siblings 
of SSU graduates. Additional 
scholarships funded by community 
donors are also offered through the 
SSU Development Foundation. All 
SSU scholarships can be found online 
at shawnee.edu/scholarships.

 

“Affordability, of course, is a benefit, 
but that isn’t the only reason we 
encourage students from our region 
to take advantage of having Shawnee 
State University as a neighbor,” 
Bauer said. “We have great programs 
that prepare students to succeed in 
whatever field they choose. We have 
state-of-the-art facilities, progressive 
technology, and a focus on student 
life that, quite frankly, puts other 
universities to shame.”

 
While many students choose to 

live on campus in university housing, 
nearly three out of every four Shawnee 
State students commute from home. 
To help students build connections 
— a critical factor in student success 
and retention — Shawnee State 
offers daily activities outside of the 
classroom. Events include everything 
from educational lectures to sports 
competitions to BINGO and movie 
nights. Students may participate in 
one or more than 60 student clubs, 
centered around common interests. 
Shawnee State’s Student Programming 
Board also plans activities that include 
concerts, picnics, get-togethers, and 
team-building events.

 
To stay connected with Shawnee 

State events – even while you’re in 
high school – download the Shawnee 
State app at shawnee.campusapp.com.

Why you should stay home for your college education (and how you 
can have a full college experience at Shawnee State University)
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HOW SHAWNEE STATE UNIVERSITY

VISIT US ON SHAWNEE SHOWCASE DAYS!
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 3, 2018  //  SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 2019

Register at: shawnee.edu/showcaseday/

STANDS OUT:
DISCOVER THE VALUE OF A
SHAWNEE STATE UNIVERSITY   DEGREE

Higher earnings over the course of your career 

Makes you 67% more likely to be employed

Opens doors for job advancement

SSU tuition is among the lowest in Ohio.

Qualifying students in Kentucky and West Virgina receive in-state tuition rates.

More than 70 academic programs including nationally ranked game design and 
regionally-recognized degrees in nursing, health professions, teacher education 
and plastics engineering

1:16 faculty-to-student ratio, giving you a personalized learning experience.

Hands-on approach with a focus on practical student labs, internships, and 
research opportunities

www.shawnee.edu // Explore Majors: viewbook.shawnee.edu
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Hanes says she may still pursue 
medical school, but no matter where 
her path leads, she knows she will be 
career-ready. In fact, recent estimates 
are that today’s college graduates 
will change careers – not just jobs – 

four times during their lives. That 
means that a degree needs to pro-
vide a strong foundation and skills 
that grow as graduates progress in 
their careers. Skills such as the abil-
ity to communicate, reason, learn, 
and solve problems are those that 
employers say they seek.

 
Shawnee State invites you to 

explore majors at by visiting view-
book.shawnee.edu. To learn more 
about the new Shawnee State Advan-
tage tuition guarantee program, visit 
shawnee.edu/tuition.

CNC Machinist 
Dental Assisting 

Industrial/Constructional Electricity 
Industrial Maintenance 

Information Technology Professional 
Medical Assisting 

Nurse Aide 
Pharmacy Technician 

Phlebotomy 
Power Line Mechanic 
Robotics Technology 

Southern Ohio Police Academy 
Surgical Technology 

Welding 

Scioto Tech 
Post-Secondary Education 

951 Vern Riffe Drive 
Lucasville, Ohio 45648 

740.259.5526 
www.sciototech.org 

Programs: 
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Shawnee State University has been 
making college possible through low 
tuition, expanded scholarships, and 
open access admissions for more 
than 30 years.

 
Students like Dylan Hanes, a junior 

from Meigs County, are attracted to 
Shawnee State’s affordability — and 
education value. With nationally and 
regionally recognized academic pro-
grams, including game design, plas-
tics engineering technology, nursing, 
health professions, teacher educa-
tion, and arts and science, Shawnee 
State offers one of the highest aca-
demic values in Ohio. 

 
A new tuition guarantee program 

called the Shawnee State Advantage, 
is now making it even easier for stu-

dents and parents to budget for col-
lege. The new program locks in the 
cost of tuition, room, meal plan and 
general fees for four years. Knowing 
that costs won’t increase helps fami-
lies plan.

 
Cost isn’t the only factor that stu-

dents consider when choosing a uni-
versity. At the heart is the knowledge 
that a degree from Shawnee State 
will prepare graduates for outstand-
ing careers.

 
“I have pretty diverse interests,” 

Hanes said. “I’m interested in medi-
cine – but I love literature. I started 
in biomedical science but am now 
majoring in English and Humani-
ties.”

 

Shawnee State University is Making College Possible

“Not everyone has the opportunity 
to earn a degree. I think it’s such 
a privilege to be at Shawnee State 
University.”

— Dylan Hanes, 
English Major
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We are a hands-on school.
Our community-of-doing 

will place you in the
center of the learning experience, 

unlocking your potential 
and opening doors.

www.wilmington.edu
Visit us online at:

is through Southern State’s certificate 
program offerings, most of which can be 
completed in as few as two semesters. 
Earning a certificate can help students 
reach educational and employment 
goals, in the fields of Aviation: General 
and Airframe, Aviation: Powerplant, 
Billing & Coding, Horticulture, Medical 
Assistant Technology, Medical Tran-
scription, Office Services, Pharmacy 
Technician, Phlebotomy, Practical Nurs-
ing, Adobe Creative Cloud Applications, 
Interactive Multimedia Web, and Micro-
soft Office Specialist.

 ASSOCIATE DEGREES
Associate degrees offer a strong foun-

dation in a subject and can usually be 
completed in two years. An associate 
of arts (A.A.) or associate of science 
(A.S.) can help you on your pathway to 

a bachelor’s degree. Just take your first 
two years of coursework here at South-
ern State now and transfer those cred-
its to a four-year institution later.

If your ideal career requires a techni-
cal degree, you might want to earn an 
associate of applied business (A.A.B.) 
or associate of applied science (A.A.S.). 
We offer nearly 30 in myriad topics – 
Accounting, Agriculture Production, 
Biotechnology & Laboratory Science, 
Business Management, Computer 
Assisted Design, Computer Information 
Technology, Criminal Justice, Cyber 
Security & Forensics, Early Child-
hood Education, Electrical/Electronics 
Technology, Electro-Mechanical Engi-
neering, Engineering: Aviation Main-
tenance, Entrepreneurship, Human & 
Social Services, Human & Social Ser-
vices: Chemical Dependency, Interac-
tive Media &  Simulation, Law Enforce-
ment, Logistics Management, Medical 
Assisting, Nursing, Office Information 
Technology, Paraprofessional Educa-

tion, Real Estate, and Respiratory Care.

 ON-SITE BACHELOR PROGRAMS
Partnership degrees are offered 

through other colleges or universities 
but completed on a Southern State 
campus. Through partnerships, South-
ern State also offers bachelor’s and 
master’s degree completion programs 
right here in our five-county region.

Franklin University’s bachelor 
degree program courses are offered 
evenings on Southern State’s campus 
in Washington Court House, including 
Accounting, Allied Healthcare Man-
agement, Applied Management, Busi-
ness Administration, Criminal Justice 
Administration, Financial Management, 
Financial Planning, Forensic Account-
ing, Human Resources Management, 
Information Technology, Interactive 
Media Design, Logistics Management, 
Management & Leadership, Marketing, 
and Nursing.

Lindsey Wilson College offers all 

coursework for a B.A. in Human Ser-
vices & Counseling and an M.A. in 
Education in Counseling & Human 
Development on Fridays and Saturdays 
at SSCC’s campus in Hillsboro.

Miami University’s B.S. in Electro-
mechanical Engineering Technology is 
offered evenings on SSCC’s campus in 
Hillsboro.

Ohio Christian University’s bachelor 
degree program courses are offered 
evenings and weekends on SSCC’s cam-
puses in Hillsboro, Mt. Orab, Wash-
ington Court House, and Wilmington. 
Programs include Business Manage-
ment, Disaster Management & Relief, 
Healthcare Management, Leadership & 
Ministry, Logistics Management, Orga-
nizational Leadership, Psychology, and 
Nursing.

Otterbein University offers an Asso-
ciate to Masters Nursing Degree. 
Courses are offered online and one 
evening per week on SSCC’s campus in 
Hillsboro.

Southern
From page 2

Did you know?
The terms “college” and “university” are often used 

interchangeably, but there are distinctions between the terms. 
Specifications may differ based on where a school is located, 
but generally speaking colleges offer only associate’s and 
bachelor’s degrees while universities offer those degrees as 
well as graduate degrees. Colleges may be private institutions 
that tend to have small student bodies, while universities 
boast more sizable enrollments. Universities also tend to 
be home to vast libraries and may feature teaching schools 
with major research projects being conducted at given times. 
According to the education resource CollegeRank, in order 
for a college to receive university status, it must first meet a 
few requirements. A university has the financial resources to 
support its graduate and professional programs and has the 
facilities and equipment required to meet the needs of students 
in those programs. The school also must be accredited and, 
depending on the location, possibly licensed and incorporated 
within that area. Despite the differences between colleges 
and universities, many students find they can achieve their 
academic goals whether they attend a college or university.
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Be aware of all of the costs for college
College is often met with excite-

ment and interest by students 
pursuing their passions and what 
they hope will be fulfilling, lucra-
tive careers. And the rising costs 
of college, coupled with the grow-
ing number of students taking on 
substantial debt to finance their 
educations, make it necessary that 
prospective students consider their 
earning potential when deciding on 
a major.

According to the College Board, 
the average cost of college tuition 
and fees for the 2017-2018 school 
year was $34,740 at private col-
leges, $9,970 for state residents 
at public colleges, and $25,620 for 
out-of-state residents attending pub-
lic universities. Canadian citizens 
studying in Canada can expect to 
pay $6,571 per year, according to 
Statistics Canada. 

The cost of tuition and room and 
board may catch parents’ eyes, but 
there are some lesser known expens-
es associated with college that can 
make attending school even more 
expensive. According to Cappex.
com, a website offering ideas on 
how to pay for college, the extra 
costs of college can cost between 
$250 and $500 per month. 

The following are some lesser 
known expenses that college stu-
dents and their families may need to 
budget for this school year.

• Transportation: Commuter stu-
dents will need to drive to and from 
campus, which involves budgeting 
for gas, repairs and auto insurance. 
Students who live on campus  may 
be subjected to a high fee for a resi-
dent student parking pass. Colleges 
in the United States earn an average 
of $4 million to $5 million in park-
ing revenues each year, according to 
the most recent rate study from the 
National Parking Association. A typ-
ical four-year college or university 

in the United States charges about 
$635 per space for the school year. 
Other students use public transpor-
tation or ridesharing services to get 
around. Those fees can quickly add 
up, too. Students attending school 
far away from home also need to 
budget for plane tickets home dur-
ing the holidays and other breaks.

• Fraternities and sororities: 
Many students join Greek organiza-
tions to fully immerse themselves 
in the college experience and make 
new friends. Many of these groups 
charge fees to prospective pledges 
and then semester dues once stu-
dents are accepted. Parties, trips, 
living expenses, and other expenses 
may come up as well.

• Added fees: Many colleges and 
universities charge technology fees, 
sports center fees and activity fees. 
Exploring these fees in advance of 
the school year can help families 
create accurate budgets.

• Dining out: Families spend 
hundreds of dollars on campus meal 
plans per semester, but students 
also like to visit local eateries dur-
ing the school year. Snacks, lunches 
and dinners purchased from such 
establishments can cost hundreds of 
dollars per year. Farmer’s Financial 
Solutions, a division of Farmer’s 
Insurance, says off-campus dining 
expenses cost an average of $770 a 
year.

• School supplies: A new laptop 
or tablet, textbooks and other sup-
plies a professor requires can cost 
thousands of dollars. The College 
Board estimates students spend 
$1,300 on books and supplies in a 
typical school year.

The cost to attend college extends 
beyond tuition and room and board. 
Many additional expenses can 
stretch families’ budgets.
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At Wright State, we see the potential in you.
In 1892, the Wright brothers, founded the Wright Cycle Company in Dayton, 

Ohio and began to experiment with the crazy notion of fl ying machines-and 
you know the rest of the story.

At Wright State, like our namesakes, we strive to be pioneers leading the 
way forward.

At Wright State, one goal is central: we are the pioneers of potential.

Visit Wright.edu/admissions to learn more.

We’re Helping Keep College Affordable 
We already have one of the lowest tuition rates in the state. And we want to make 
sure it stays that way with our wright Guarantee Tuition program. We’ll lock in the 
price of undergraduate in-state tuition, housing, and dining for four years.

Apply at Wright State University Today: www.wright.edu

Need Help?

Undergraduate Admissions
admissions@wright.edu
1-800-247-1770 (toll-free)
(937) 775-5700

The Graduate School
wsugrad@wright.edu
(937) 775-2976

The School of Professional 
Psychology
psychology@wright.edu
(937) 775-3490

International Admissions
international-
admissions@wright.edu
(937) 775-4400

Learning English for 
Academic and Professional 
Puropses (LEAP)
leapadmissions@wright.edu
(937) 775-5287


