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Wilmington 
Wilmington 

High School softball 
coach Glen Blessing wel-
comes seven returning starters 
to his Lady Hurricane squad 
this season.

Hunter Toller, now at the 
University of Rio Grande, is the 
key loss from last season’s 15-9 
squad that fi nished third in the 
South Central Ohio League.

As his team enters the 
SBAAC American Division for 
the fi rst time, Blessing said 
Western Brown and Clinton-
Massie are the favorites.

“Western Brown is always 
tough in this league, division,” 

said Blessing. “They just 
added good newcomers to an 
already talented team from a 
year ago. Clinton-Massie won 

SCOL last few years and return 
a solid core with added depth.”

Blessing said his Lady Hur-
ricane will have several key 
newcomers to go along with 
the seven returnees.

And while he likes the inten-
sity in practice, Blessing said 
his team must improve its com-
munication and togetherness 
in order to crack the top tier of 
the American Division.

In his sixth season as WHS 
head coach, Blessing is assisted 
by Pete Brown, Gordon 
Cordell, Josh Bickett, Brian 
Self and Nikki Jenkins.

Courtesy Photos
The Clinton-Massie softball team, from left to right, front row, Lindsey 
Amberger, Ashlie Miller, Claire Carruthers, Kelsey Carter, Hailey Clayborn; 
back row, Kendall Anderson, Natalie Lay, Chloe Fisher, Taylor Florea, Emily 
Rager, Victoria Sivert, Lindsey Carter

The Wilmington High School softball team, from left to right, Kaitlyn Partin, Bella Gammel, Kelsey Sprowle, Ciara Voss, 
Emily Self, Grace Brown, Olivia Veidt, Madi Flint, Kathryn Hardin, Emily Spendlove, Kendra McKenna; back row, Mahqgany 
Collins, Jordan Mangan, Jasmine Collins, Lorin Short, Jaya Cowin Rockhold, Hannah Gordon, Grace Thokey, Alix South, 
Sophie Blessing, Harlie Bickett, Logan Osborne, Courtney Smart. Team member Rhianna Madden was not present for the 
photo.

HigH scHool softball preview
News Journal

Clinton -Massie
With just one starter 

gone from last season’s 
27-2 regional qualifying 
team, Clinton-Massie 
softball coach Anthony 
Lauer can’t wait for the 
season to start.

“I’m looking forward 
to getting the season 
started,” he said. “We 
are playing a very com-
petitive schedule which 
I hope gets us ready for 

the tournament. Our 
team believes a strong 
schedule prepares you 
for the end of the season.”

First team 
All-Ohio pitcher 
Taylor Florea 
headlines nine 
returning letter-
winners from the 
unbeaten SCOL 
champions in 2017. The 
Lady Falcons will likely 
be a favorite in their 
return to the SBAAC 
American Division.

“I’m looking forward 
to the new league,” 

Lauer said. “Playing 
in the SBAAC is going 
to be very competitive 
this year. There are sev-

eral teams who had 
good seasons last 
year including us. 
Western Brown, 
Wilmington, New 
Richmond and 
Goshen will all be 

pretty good.”
Hailey Clayborn, 

Claire Carruthers, 
Victoria Sivert, Kelsey 
Carter, Ashlie Miller, 
Lindsey Carter, Kendall 
Anderson and Lindsey 

Amberger also return. 
The lone starter who 
graduated is Madilyn 
Newton.

“We have returned 
basically our entire 
team that qualifi ed for 
regionals last year,” 
said Lauer. “I like that 
this team has all played 
together and we know 
each other’s strengths 
and weaknesses. We 
have only one position 
(second base) to fi ll 
from last year’s roster. 
Several players can step 
in and fi ll this position.”
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Good luck to all! 
Here’s to success in competition, 

in the classroom,  
and in life.

Great Oaks offers 
more than 40 career 
programs for high 

school students 
and adults.

www.greatoaks.com

Great Oaks offers more 
than 40 career programs 
for high school students 
and adults.

Good luck this fall! 
Here’s to success in 
competition, in the 
classroom, 
and in life.

Good luck to all!

www.greatoaks.com
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Blanchester 
The Blanchester Ladycats 

return six starters and eight let-
ter-winners from last season’s 
13-9 squad.

A trio of fi rst team All-
SBAAC players - junior Kassidy 
Abney, senior Jay Dalton and 
senior Madison Curless - lead 
the squad into 2018. Abney hit 
.493 with eight homers and 25 
runs batted in last season.

BHS graduated one fi rst team 
All-SBAAC player from last 
year, Shayla Sicurella.

Head coach Jamey Grogg like 
the leadership from his seniors 
(Curless, Dalton, Hannah 

Mann, Katy Henry and Shelbie 
Rose). He said his team is striv-
ing to get better every day.

“No matter how good we 
think we might be at some-
thing, we can never accept it as 
good enough,” he said. “We are 
always looking to improve.”

Grogg said defending state 
champion Williamsburg is the 
clear National Division favorite 
in the SBAAC.

Grogg is assisted by Joey 
Freeman, Tom Lee, Matt Sex-
ton, Makayla Shank and Cierra 
White.

The Blanchester High School softball team, from left to right, front row, coach Joey Freeman, Destiny Waldron, Madison 
Fields, Hannah Renner, Kelsey Naylor, Chloe Stewart, Lana Roy, Becca Kratzer, Bethany Shank, coach Makayla Shank; 
middle row, Hannah Mann, Noelani Tangonan, Shelbie Rose, Lilly Tedrick, Jadence Dalton, Morgan Oberle, Madison Curless, 
Katy Henry, Kassidy Abney, Savannah Shank, Elecia Patton, Makenzie Phillips, Abbi Lindsey; back row, coach Tom Lee, 
coach Jamey Grogg. Coaches and team members not present for the photo were coach Matt Sexton, coach Cierra White, 
Alexa Sams, Annanisa Conly, Jasmine Collins.

Courtesy Photos
The East Clinton softball team, from left to right, front row, Kiya Byrd, Emily Tong, Marah Dunn, Makayla 
Smith, Taylor Boeckmann, Miranda Beener, Jericka Boggs; back row, Alyssa Stoops, Sierra Christian, 
Kaitlyn Talbot, Kayla Hall, Mackenzie Campbell, Kaitlin Durbin, Grace Cooper, Rhylee Luttrell.

HigH scHool softball preview
East Clinton

East Clinton returns 
the majority of a team 
that fi nished 11-11 in 
2017, losing to state-
ranked Badin in the tour-
nament.

The lone void is a big 
one, though. Tori Bai-
ley, a four-year starter 
and four-year All-South 
Central Ohio League 
performer, has gradu-
ated. She batted .622 
last season with 27 runs 
batted in. Bailey earned 
honorable mention 

all-district honors.
But coach Matthew 

Zimmerman says the 
focus and intensity of 
his senior leadership has 
him hopeful for a strong 
season. Seniors are 
Sierra Christian, Grace 
Cooper, Marah Dunn, 
Kayla Hall and Makayla 
Smith.

The Lady Astros will 
use their best feature - 
team speed - to pressure 
opponents this season, 

Zimmerman said.
Taylor Boeckmann, a 

junior, also is among the 
top non-senior return-
ees.

“Going into a new 
league, everyone is going 
to be a strong oppo-
nent,” Zimmerman said. 
“We are looking forward 
to playing (defending 
state champion) Wil-
liamsburg and seeing 
some great competi-
tion.”

Zimmerman is assist-
ed by Jeanne Brightman, 
Bob Hazelbaker and 
Trevor Dunn.

937-289-1000
36 Springhill Rd.

Clarksville, OH 45113
Kandkkrazykars.com“We Have 

Guaranteed Financing”
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East Clinton 
East Clinton head coach 

Brian Carey will have his 
Astros pressuring opposing 
defenses with the running 
game.

“This line-up should be very 
fast and aggressive on the 
baselines,” he said.

EC returns seven starters 
and 13 players overall from 
last year’s 5-17 squad. But 
that was in the South Central 
Ohio League and now the 
Astros will be competing for 
an SBAAC National Division 
crown.

“Blanchester and Clermont 
Northeastern look like the 
teams we will have to beat in 
order to win the league,” said 
Carey.

Cameron Conner (now 

a coach at EC, and Ethan 
Cornwell are the top two 
graduates from last season. 
Beyond that, the entire roster 
is made up of returning 
players.

Zachary Mitchell led EC in 
hitting (.343), stolen bases 

(24) and hits (23) last year. 
Brandon Norris and Matthew 
Mitchell also return.

Carey said his pitchers 
must throw strikes and his 
team must remain focused 
throughout the entire game.

“We lost a lot of games in 

late innings last year,” he said. 
“Our pitchers will need to 
work on getting ahead early in 
the count and staying there.”

Carey is assisted by Rodney 
Rose, Daniel Kruger, Conner, 
DJ Henry, Joey Simpson, Don 
Morrow and Daniel Day.

Courtesy Photos
The East Clinton baseball team, from left to right, front row, Jacob Olds, Austin Arellano, Zachary Mitchell, Dylan Michael, 
Justin Smith, Matthew Mitchell, Tristen Burkitt; back row, assistant coach DJ Henry, assistant coach Cameron Conner, 
Caden Stewart, Eric Pence, Gavin Curtis, Matthew Hall, Colton Vadness, head coach Brian Carey, assistant coach Rodney 
Rose. Team member Brandon Norris was not present for the photo.

The Blanchester High School baseball team, from left to right, front row, Eric Patton, Mason Rector, Trenton 
Czaika, Dustin Howard, Chase Sicurella, Preston Griffin, Hayden Tedrick, Brant Bandow; back row, coach 
Bradon Pyle, coach Alan Ledford, Cole Ficke, Jacksson Waialae, Chris Farrow, Jacob Fischer, Brody Rice, Justin 
Ballard, Jack Davidson, head coach Aaron Lawson. Team member Zach Dearth was not present for the photo.

Blanchester
Winners of four of the 

last five SBAAC National 
Division championships, 
the Blanchester High 
School baseball team fig-
ures to be in the mix again 
this season.

The Wildcats were 15-9 
last season and league 
champs. Aaron Lawson, in 
his seventh season as BHS, 

will be assisted by Drew 
Freeman, Kevin Brown, 
Alan Ledford, Bradon Pyle 
and Kyle Campbell.

But there are only four 
starters returning to the 
BHS diamond. Dustin 
Howard, Jack Davidson, 
Jacksson Waialae and 
Brant Bandow will lead a 
team that must fill several 
big holes.

Newcomers Brody Rice, 
Cole Ficke, Mason Rector 

and Chase Sicurella will 
be among those looking 
to make up for the loss of 
Jared Monhollen, (.458, 27 
RBI), Gavin Creighton (41 
stolen bases) and Robert 
Rausch (34 stolen bases).

Lawson said he likes the 
mixture of veteran and 
youth on his roster but 
they’ll need to improve 
on hitting live pitching to 
compete for the National 
Division crown in 2018.

Clinton-Massie
The Clinton-Massie baseball team 

will not get an opportunity to defend 
its South Central Ohio League champi-
onship from 2017.

Instead, the Falcons will compete 
in the SBAAC American Division this 
spring.

Under third-year head coach Brian 
Camp, Clinton-Massie was 20-9 last 
season and advanced to the sectional 
championship game against state-
ranked Ross.

Assisted by Larry Woods, Cliff Doyle 
and Tyler Hayslip, Camp said New 
Richmond is the league favorite but 
each game will be a challenge.

Returning to lead the way are Luke 
Richardson, Max Murray and Weston 
Trampler. In all six players returning, 
including Alec Thomas, Cam Collett 
and Ashdain Adams.

Several newcomers join the roster 
and will have to step up to replace Noah 
Greathouse, Aric France, David Poyn-
ter, JT Wolfe and Dana Eichenhorst. 
Greathouse and France were the top 
two pitchers for the Falcons last season.

News Journal

Wilmington
With just five starters return-

ing, there will be new faces in 
the Wilmington High School 
baseball lineup this spring.

Led by Stephen Krause, a 
Miami University signee, the 
Hurricane looks to improve 
upon a 14-7 mark in 2017. 
WHS is going from the South 
Central Ohio League to the 
SBAAC American Division.

WHS coach Dustin James 
said Clinton-Massie, Batavia 
and New Richmond are the 
favorites.

Brett Bell, Alex Meyer, Nate 
Lakes and Kyler Reed join 
Krause as the top returning 
players. Krause hit .377 and 
had an 0.36 earned run average 
as a pitcher. Bell hit .426.

WHS will need to replace five 
key players - Chad Davis, Drew 
Carey, Chris Wolary and Ryan 
Hottinger graduated and Zach 
Wyrick moved out of the dis-
trict. Carey hit .395 and Wolary 
hit .385 last season with 25 
runs batted in. Davis had 22 
RBI. Wyrick and Hottinger 
were pitchers and Carey the 
primary catcher.

“We need to improve on the 
mound and behind the plate,” 
said James. “We need to contin-
ue to work in those two areas 
and players will need to step up 
to help the team be successful.”

James will be assisted by 
Rick Kneisel, Paul Krause, Bill 
Davis, Rob Rappach and Bran-
don Shope.

“We have a lot of seniors and 
returning players that have 
done a great job coaching and 
building up our younger guys,” 
James said. “They have taken 
the underclassmen under their 
wing and have been a big help 
in improving the talent. Our 
team chemistry is at an all-time 
high right now.”

HigH scHool baseball preview
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News Journal

Wilmington
Despite returning 14 

letter-winners from last 
year’s team, Wilmington 
High School girls track 
and field coach Roger Ilg 
said his Lady Hurricane 
“will be a work in prog-
ress.”

Ilg has been coaching 
for 32 years. Last year, 
Wilmington was sixth in 
the South Central Ohio 
League but will compete 
for the first time this year 
in the SBAAC American 
Division.

As for the favorites, 

that’s easy.
“Western Brown and 

New Richmond,” he 
said. “They have a boat-
load of talent.”

Ilg will be joined by 
long-time assistant 
coach Eileen Grosse as 
well as Bill Miller and 
Brad Heys at the varsity 
level.

The coaches will need 
to replace Veronica Ilg, 
Sydney Ilg, Brianna Gil-
bert and Jessica Haynie. 
But Ilg likes his chances 
of doing that.

”Our work ethic seems 
to have ramped up this 
off season,” Ilg said. “We 
need to develop some 
sprinters.”

Members of the Blanchester High School 
girls track and field program.

Courtesy Photos
The Wilmington High School girls track and field team, from left to right, front row, 
Ashlyn Carey, Megan Halloran, Elaine Menguria, Heather Fryman; second row, Chloe 
Mason, Katie Lambcke, Kylie Brewer, Jordan Snarr, Cayleigh Vance, Aaliyah Huff, 
Abby Bowman; third row, Autumn Housh, Josie Nichols, Petra Bray, Anna Borton, 
Samantha McCord, Madison Wallace, Karlie Morgan; back row, Skye Carpenter, 
Shannon O’Boyle, Sylene Baltazar, Rhianna Madden, Sadie Bowman, Emilee Pham, 
Izzy Coomer.

The Clinton-Massie girls track and field team, from left to right, front row, AJ 
Houseman, Rylee Richardson, Tyler Greathouse, Molly Lynch, Alana Smith, 
Mikhayla Carter, Regan Cole; middle row, Lakota Hart, Katie Hughes, Ally 
Wellman, Carly Moritz, Judit Canete, Mileigh Marshall, Ashley Grooms; back 
row, Kaylynn Woolverton, Lauren Kropp, Emma Muterspaw, Nora Voisey, 
Courtney Fisher. Team members Anna Thatcher, Morgan McIntosh, Isabella 
Theetge and Holly Wilson were not present for the photo.

HigH scHool girls track and field preview

Blanchester
In a bid for an eighth SBAAC 

National Division championship 
in his 12 year tenure as the 
Blanchester High School girls 
track and field coach, Tony Blevins 
knows this season’s title quest may 
be a long shot.

“Williamsburg will be loaded 
and we will be very competitive 
but our lack of depth is going to 
be challenging,” he said. “We have 
a really small roster and are still 
trying to recruit to provide some 
depth.”

Emma Gundler, Mackenzie 
Hamm and Morgan Delees are 
the key losses from last season 
but Blevins like his returnees and 
their attitudes.

Savannah Rhodes, Asia 
Baldwin, Olivia Gundler, Mandy 
Gerlach and Alexis Davis were 
SBAAC champs last year in 
multiple events while Regan 
Ostermeier was a regional 
qualifier in both the shot put and 
discus.

Blanchester won the National 
Division title last season.

Clinton-Massie
Clinton-Massie girls track 

and field coach Dean Rich-
ardson will have to replace 
several key athletes from last 
season’s third-place team 
in the South Central Ohio 
League.

Richardson is in his third 
year as head coach after 17 
years as middle school or 
assistant coach.

“Going into the new 
league it is difficult to say 
(who will be the favorite),” 
said Richardson. “Western 
Brown and New Richmond 
are both usually good 

teams.”
The top returning com-

petitors are Katie Hughes, 
Alana Smith, AJ Houseman, 
Molly Lynch and Rylee Rich-
ardson. Newcomer Emma 
Muterspaw and Mikhayla 
Carter will be key contribu-
tors.

Regional qualifiers Court-
ney Gibson, Preslee Rolf, 
Jocelyn Burton and Piper 
Hurlburt must be replaced.

“We are a young team but 
I really like how hard we are 
working,” Richardson said. 
“We just need to continue 
to work hard in practice and 
we will see improvements 
throughout the season.”

East Clinton
A young East Clinton girls track and 

field team is hoping the move to the 
SBAAC National Division will help 
them improve on their eighth-place fin-
ish a year ago in the South Central Ohio 
League.

“I like the numbers we have and the 
commitment our athletes have to the 
program,” said fifth-year head coach 

Michael Fritz. “We are young but our 
few upperclassmen have really stepped 
up to fill leadership roles on our team 
without missing a beat. It will be hard 
to replace our seniors from last year like 
Mindy Bean, Emilee Cross, Rebecca 
Bevan and Hannah Pickering, but our 
girls have filled in very nicely.”

EC must replace Camille Hughes, a 
regional qualifier who has moved out of 
the district.

Among those returning are Emma 

Malone, Alex Hughes, Reese Morgan, 
Brittney Wheeler, Mersadees Gulley and 
Myah Jones.

“Our conditioning and building up 
our distance runners is something we 
need to improve,” said Fritz. “The 
weather hasn’t been great lately so it’s 
hard for us to get those girls some mile-
age but we are trying our best to get it 
in.”

Fritz picks Blanchester as the Nation-
al Division favorite this season.
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Clinton-Massie
Clinton-Massie returns 

to the SBAAC American 
Division this season. 
Last year the Falcons 
were third in the South 
Central Ohio League.

Brian Mudd has been 
leading the Massie pro-
gram for 23 years but 
as he continues to work 
his way back from having 
a brain tumor removed, 
Scott Rolf will serve as 
the interim coach with 
help from Jordan Phipps, 
Barrett Swope, Forest 
Goings, Jim Wagner and 
Kenny Holter.

Among the 15 return-
ing letter-winners for 
CMHS are Jacob Whita-
ker, Tanner Olberding, 
Christian Poynter, Luke 

Richardson, Bryson Mills, 
Scott Goings, Jeff Pas-
sarge, Nathan Gibbs, Tate 
Olberding, Nick Sadler, 
Will Calendine and Alec 
McDonald.

The coaches will need 

to fill the shoes of Devon 
O’Bryon, Cole O’Bryon, 
Alex Hudson, Nick Chown-
ing, Zach Chowning and 
Isaac Green, who do not 
return to the squad this 
season.

“The seniors are being 
good leaders and the team 
is working hard,” Mudd 
said. “Mastering technique 
and building depth in 
our distance crew (must 
improve).”

News Journal

Blanchester
The Blanchester High School boys 

track and field team has won five 
SBAAC National Division champion-
ships in Tony Blevins’ 12 years as head 
coach.

The Wildcats return 14 letter-winners 
from last season’s title team, including 
Tanner Creager, Derick Bowman, John-
ny Schirmer, Ricky Davis, Matt Grogg, 
Tyler Holland, Brent Hopkins, Dale 
Sturgill, Lucas Thacker, Noah Armocida 
and Reighdyn Bear.

“We have some solid runners back and 
we have decent experience,” Blevins 
said. “We have to figure out where to 
plug in the new runners and fill some 
holes lost from last season.”

The biggest losses were two-event 
state qualifier Joey Holcomb and Dylan 
Miller who was All-SBAAC in several 
events during his career.

“We should contend for the title,” said 
Blevins, who will be assisted by Brian 
Damewood. “I think Bethel-Tate is going 
to be tough. Georgetown and Williams-
burg should also be in the hunt.

Members of the Wilmington High School boys track and field program.

Courtesy Photos
Members of the Blanchester High School boys track 
and field program.

The Clinton-Massie boys track and field team, from left to right, front row, Will Calendine, Hunter Cole, Nathan 
Gibbs, Scott Goings, Bryson Mills, Jeff Passarge, Tanner Olberding, Jacob Whitaker, Christian Poynter, Logan 
Fisher, Nick Saddler; middle row, Jared Isaacs, Connor Hendrickson, Alec McDonald, Tate Olberding, Deniz 
Yilmaz, Pablo Hess, Aaron Williams, Jacob Treisch; back row, coach Scott Rolf, Carter Woolverton, James 
Sanders Jr., Aiden Wallace, Tanner Cole, J.T. Goings, Ethan Hagerman, Michael Moritz, coach Jordan Phipps.

HigH scHool boys track and field preview

East Clinton
After an eighth place 

finish in the South Cen-
tral Ohio League last sea-
son, East Clinton returns 
to SBAAC National Divi-
sion competition this 
year.

Fifth-year coach Ste-
ven Sodini, who will be 
assisted by Bob Henson, 
returns regional quali-
fiers Zach Mitchell and 
Patrick Dotson along 
with Aiden Henson, 
Cameron Yankey and 
Todd Wedding.

“I like the energy 
that the kids are 
bringing to practice 
so far,” said Sodini. 
“Our numbers are 
lower than they have 
been in previous 
years, but we are 

Wilmington
Wilmington High School’s first-year boys 

track and field coach Gary Massie expects 
his Hurricane to battle for the top spot in 
the SBAAC American Division.

“There isn’t just one team to beat,” said 
Massie. “We have to beat them all on May 
10 (day of SBAAC meet). That’s the plan 
and goal. A league championship.”

JD McIntosh, Brad Heys and Bill Miller 
will assist Massie at the varsity level. Wilm-
ington was fifth in the South Central Ohio 
League last season.

”Right now I like the fact that we have 58 
young men that have made a commitment 
to this team and program at the varsity 
level,” Massie said. “It’s also great to see we 
have close to 30 young men on our junior 
high team. The future of our program looks 
strong.”

Massie believes fundamentals will be key 
to the success of the WHS boys squad.

“We have a lot of coaching to do right 
now to get our team fundamentally sound,” 
he said. “The athleticism is there we just 
have a lot of track to coach. Our young men 
are buying into the plan and that leads to one 
thing. A league championship.” See BOYS TRACK | 8
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News Journal

Wilmington
Wilmington High 

School tennis coach 
Steve Reed laments the 
plight of spring sports 
everywhere.

Battling the elements 
is never easy.

“Need to adjust to 
moving back outside,” 
said Reed, in his 18th 
season as Hurricane 
tennis head coach.

And after a short 

stint in the South 
Central Ohio League, 
Reed and his WHS 
squad must adjust to 
the SBAAC American 
Division.

“New Richmond 
and Western Brown 
have been the teams 
to beat recently in the 
SBAAC,” said Reed, 
who noted Wilmington 
will be hosting the 
SBAAC National and 
American division tour-
naments.

Led by Jonathan 
Fender and Drew 

Moyer, WHS will be 
in the mix for the 
American title. Reed 
said WHS has a strong 
incoming freshman 
class, including Jacob 
Romer, Avery Bradshaw 
and Caleb Reed.

“Much more expe-
rienced team over the 
past couple of years,” 
he said. “Players have 
put in a lot of time 
over the off-season to 
improve.”

Doug Cooper will 
assist Reed this season 
as JV coach.

The Blanchester High School tennis team, from left to right, Tanner Kellman, Hunter Miller, 
Jordan Stroud, coach Reilly Hopkins, Jacob Miller, Ian Heeg, Coltan Wilson, Brian Miller. Team 
members and coaches not present for the photo were coach Scott Shepard, Josh Casteel, Dakota 
McCollister, William Rannells and Clayton Schirmer.

The Clinton-Massie tennis team, from left to right, Joe Hammonds, Drew Keller, Leo Lentsch, Carson 
Armstrong-Valentine, Zach Hammonds, Caden McKay, Clayton Amburgy, Austin Faucett and Jason 
Martin.

Courtesy Photos
The Wilmington High School tennis team, from left to right, front row, Jacob Romer, Ryan Camp, Brady Henry, 
Colt Smith, Avery Bradshaw, Brayden Rhoads, Takaaki Nishino; back row, Collin Webber, Jack Romer, Jonathan 
Fender, Drew Moyer, Nigel Banks, Mason Snyder, Caleb Reed, Noah Sweetman.

HigH scHool boys tennis preview

Blanchester
In his 19th season as the Blanches-

ter High School tennis coach, Scott 
Shepard usually has the Wildcats at or 
near the top of the SBAAC National 
Division standings.

This year should be no different.
“We’re optimistic we will be com-

petitive in the league, but Felicity is 
the preseason favorite and has had 
our number the past couple years,” 
said Shepard. “We’ll have to see what 
(newcomer) East Clinton brings back 
to the league.”

Shepard said he’ll need to mesh 
the experienced players with a strong 

group of newcomers to field a com-
petitive lineup.

Jacob Miller is the returning No. 1 
singles player and is joined by return-
ees Ian Heeg, Dakota McCollister, 
Hunter Miller and William Rannells. 
Newcomers Josh Casteel, Jordan 
Stroud, Clayton Schrimer, Brian 
Miller and Colton Wilson give BHS a 
number of talented, athletic players to 
choose from for court time.

Hunter Collier (graduate) and Wes-
ley Mitchell are two letter-winners 
from 2017 who are not on this year’s 
team.

Blanchester was runnerup to Felic-
ity last season. Reilly Hopkins will 
assist Shepard for the third year.

Clinton-Massie
Rob Amburgy is in 

his first season as the 
Clinton-Massie boys 
tennis coach.

The Falcons were 
7-9 last season and 
return five players, 
Clayton Amburgy, Zach 
Hammonds, Drew Keller, 
Joe Hammonds and 
Jason Martin.

There are four 
newcomers who will 
battle for playing 
time, Amburgy said, 
as Massie transitions 
from the South Central 
Ohio League to the 
SBAAC American 
Division. Amburgy said 
New Richmond and 
Wilmington are the 
teams to beat in the 
American Division.

The Falcons graduated 

three players and one 
junior chose not to 
return to the team.

But Amburgy likes 
his team’s “energy and 
enthusiasm” as then 
embark on a new season.

The first-year coach 
said his squad must 
improve its focus and 
tennis acumen.

”I’m very excited about 
teaching our team how to 
compete,” said Amburgy. 

East Clinton
East Clinton did not submit information in time for this publication.
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PROUD TO PROVIDE ATHLETIC TRAINING &
SPORTS MEDICINE TO LOCAL ATHLETES:

720 ELM STREET  P: 937-283-2186
Visit us on the web! DRAYERPT.COM/WILMINGTON
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Wilmington Center

News Journal

Wilmington
The Wilmington High School 

lacrosse team is coming off a 2-10 sea-
son but returns 19 letter-winners from 
2017.

Coach Adam Shultz, in his fourth 
year, said returnees Conner Barton, 
Ridgeden Beam, Patrick Black, Bricen 
Cook, Cody Cravens, Blake Frazier, 
Destry Powell, TJ Drake, Justus Farris, 
Canon Ford, Sterling Harris, Garrett 
Hickey, Ryan Lewis, Devin Scarberry, 
Ian Sellers, Jacob Frazier, Conner 
Mitchell, Craig Schiff and Anicka Taylor 
will be joined by newcomers Logan Fra-
zier, TJ Womble, Taliah Brewer, Rudy 
Cresswell, Chris Custis, Samuel Eastes, 
Mason Klamroth, Cameron Tucker, 
Tyler Breedlove, Dylan Dummitt, Derek 
Huffman, Peyton Hibbard, Brady Leath-
ley, Chance Powell and Jared Tissot.

Shultz said his Hurricane “is making 

strides on moving off-ball” and “our 
athletes are developing an understand-
ing of the game” of lacrosse. His team 
still must improve its spacing on offense 

as well as its communcation on defense.
Noting Mariemont is the team to beat 

in the southwest region, Shultz will be 
assisted by Cory Hogsett and Austin 

Gray and said the lacrosse team has 
a website (www.wilmingtonathletics.
com) as well as a Twitter feed (Twit-
ter:@WHSCaneLAX).

Courtesy Photo
The Wilmington High School lacrosse team, from left to right, front row, Taliah Brewer, Peyton Hibbard, Rudy Cresswell, Jake Frazier, Blake Frazier, Logan 
Frazier, Conner Mitchell, Cody Cravens, Craig Schiff, Dylan Dummitt, Canon Ford, TJ Drake, Cameron Tucker; back row, Destry Powell, Devin Scarberry, 
Bricen Cook, Chris Custis, Chance Powell, Garrett Hickey, Bradey Leathley, Mason Klamroth and Derek Huffman. Team members Conner Barton, Ridgeden 
Beam, Patrick Black, Sterling Harris, Ryan Lewis, Ian Sellers, TJ Womble, Samuel Eastes, Anicka Taylor, Tyler Breedlove and Jared Tissot were not present 
for the team photo.

HigH scHool lacrosse preview

young which makes me hopeful 
for future seasons. We have some 
strong upper classmen who are 
setting a solid example for our 
younger kids.”

Key losses include regional 
qualifiers Wes Kidder, Anthony 
Osborn, Thomas Wright and 
Ethan Ambrose, who was the Div. 
III Dayton District high jump 
champion.

”I am very interested in seeing 
what all of the new freshman bring 
to the table,” said Sodini. “We 
have a good hard-working group of 
guys joining the team this year.

”I would love to see some more 
kids join the team, but if that 
does not happen we will need to 
improve our conditioning greatly. 
With a small team many kids 
will be asked to run three to four 
events at every meet. We need to 
be prepared for that.”

From page 6

Boys Track

O
H

-7
00

33
45

4

Naylor's  
Furniture

Spring into 
comfort with

2291 St. Rt. 22 & 3 West
Wilmington, Ohio 45177

937-382-3373
naylorsfurniture.com

Local Delivery  
Financing Available


