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JANUARY
• A statue honoring former 

Ohio 4th District Representative 
William M. McCulloch, a driv-
ing force in the passing of the 
Civil Rights Act, was placed on 
McCulloch Square in downtown 
Piqua in January.

• Troy Ford, a family-owned 
establishment in Miami County 
since 1977, was purchased by 
Dave Arbogast Buick GMC. The 
dealership now operates under 
the title Dave Arbogast Ford.

• Miami County Commissioner 
Ted Mercer was sworn in as a 
county commissioner in late Janu-
ary. Mercer was appointed to the 
vacant seat by the Miami County 
Republican Central Committee. It 
was vacated by former state sena-
tor Bill Beagle, who took a posi-
tion in the office of State Trea-
surer Robert Sprague. Mercer has 
announced his run for re-election 
in 2020.

• Troy Police Department’s 
detective work goes viral online 
with more than 2 million views on 
YouTube of a Dec. 27, 2018, drug 
buy that was captured on video by 
a defendant. The defendant was 
arrested for selling counterfeit 
drugs in Troy Community Park.

• Arctic air moved into the 
area at the tail-end of the month, 
bringing with it school and busi-
ness closings and the need for 
residents to be extra careful in 
their travelings. The cold snap 
lasted for several days, wreak-
ing havoc on the county and its 
residents. Cold shelters opened 
for those in need and places like 
libraries and the mall offered 
residents in need shelter from 
the cold during open hours. 

FEBRUARY
• On Feb. 1, the Boy Scout pro-

gram officially changed its name 
to Scouts BSA to include young 
women. Seven Piqua Junior 
High School seventh-grade girls 
signed their official applications 

to join Scout Troop No. 344 at the 
Knights of St. John’s Hall in Piqua 
on Feb 1.

• The city of Troy’s Board 
of Park Commissioners recom-
mended Troy council to name the 
Miami Shores Clubhouse’s dining 
and concession area “The Shore-
line.” Approximately 57 names 
were submitted from the public 
to name the dining area. The city 
has legislation regarding the nam-
ing of public venues.

MARCH
• On March 7, Miami East 

sophomore Olivia Shore — who 
just the previous week had 
become only the second female 
wrestler ever to qualify for 
Ohio’s state wrestling tourna-
ment – became the first ever to 
win a first-round match. Shore 
opened the Division III state 
wrestling tournament at the 
Schottenstein Center with a 
10-8 victory in sudden-victory 
overtime over Mantua Crest-
wood’s Brett Szuhay, becoming 
the first female wrestler in Ohio 
history to advance to the cham-
pionship quarterfinal round. She 
lost both of her matches on the 
second day of the tournament, 
but not before making history. 

• Troy City Council unani-
mously approved adopting a 
new timed parking ordinance to 
reinstate four-hour, two-hour and 
30-minute timed parking zones 
as well as free parking in city lots 
and unrestricted side street park-
ing for downtown Troy.

• To celebrate their 50th anni-
versary, Carol and Glen Ressler 
treated themselves to a 12-day 
Viking cruise off the coast of 
Norway to view the Northern 
Lights. They ended up being 
rescued by a helicopter from their 
distressed cruise liner after their 
cruise ship’s low oil levels caused 
engine failure that stranded thou-
sands of passengers, including the 
Resslers.

Mike Ullery | Miami Valley Today
This statue honoring former Ohio 4th District Representative William M. McCulloch, a driving force in the passing 
of the Civil Rights Act, was placed on McCulloch Square in downtown Piqua in January.
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APRIL

• The Miami County Board of 
Elections hired Laura Bruns of Cold-
water as the new director following 
an executive session on April 23. 
Bruns served as the deputy director 
at the Mercer County Board of Elec-
tions. She is a graduate of the Ohio 
Association of Election Officials edu-
cation program and was the Repub-
lican Election Official of the Year in 
2016. Bruns began her service on 
May 13.

MAY
• City of Troy residents elected 

Robin Oda in the Republican Pri-
mary on May 7. Oda earned 1,315 
votes (59 percent) versus candidate 
Tom Kendall’s 923 votes (41 per-
cent). Oda has served as an at-large 
city council member for eight years. 
Oda will be the city of Troy’s first 
female mayor in the city’s history. 
Mayor Michael Beamish will retire 
as mayor after 16 years of service on 
Dec. 31, 2019.

• On May 6, the Miami County 
Sheriff ’s Office along with animal 
control officers from the Miami 
County Animal Shelter, executed 
a search warrant at 3365 Peebles 
Road in Concord Township. Offi-
cials discovered a puppy mill opera-
tion inside the home, which was 
later condemned due to unsanitary 
living conditions. Two teenagers 
and the homeowner were relocated 
with help from Miami County 
Children Services. At the conclu-
sion of the search warrant, 126 
dogs, including many puppies, 
were seized by the Miami County 
Animal Shelter. The homeowner 
relinquished the rights to 122 of 
the dogs, citing three were deemed 
family dogs. All were adopted in 
48 hours from the shelter. Larisa 
A. Solomon, 52, was later charged 
with 12 counts of animal cruelty 
and two counts of child endanger-
ing, and is scheduled for a jury trial 
in January. 

• Four tornadoes — an EF3 and 
three EFOs — blew through Miami 

County on Memorial Day, damaging 
nearly 150 properties and causing 
millions of dollars in damage, but 
resulting in no harm to residents. 
Neighbors helped neighbors and 
the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency, also known as FEMA, 
stepped in to help those affected 
after a disaster declaration. Damage 
recovery is ongoing in the county. 
Montgomery County also saw even 
more extensive damage from torna-
does that came through on the same 
day. 

• On May 31, nine years of sweat 
and hard work couldn’t be stopped 
by a three-hour lightning delay, only 
postpone it.

But, in the end, Covington senior 
thrower Lauren Christian became 
Covington girls fourth state cham-
pion, joining Jackie Siefring (long 
jump, 300 hurdles) and the 2018 
1,600-meter relay team after win-
ning the shot put at the Division III 
state track and field championship at 
Jesse Owens Stadium with a school 
record put of 44-7 1-4.

And Christian was immediately 
brought to tears after Wheelers-
burg’s Paige Emnett landed short of 
her winning put on the final attempt 
in finals. 

JUNE
• On June 1, Troy junior Lenea 

Browder became Troy High School’s 
first ever multiple state champion, 
winning both the discus and shot 
put on the second day of the Divi-
sion I state track and field tourna-
ment at Jesse Owens Memorial 
Stadium. Browder, who won a state 
title in the discus as a sophomore, 
first defended that title with a throw 
of 162-10 – 17 feet better than the 
runner-up – and then launched a 
throw of 47-5.25 on her final throw 
of the shot put to pass Carrollton’s 
Alivia Bentley and claim her second 
title of the day and third state cham-
pionship overall. Later in the year, 
Browder committed to throw for 
Ohio State University after graduat-
ing high school. 

Mike Ullery | Miami Valley Today
Maggie Atkinson, her son Simon, 19, and daughter Evelyn, 16, from Dayton don’t let wind chills near zero 
degrees keep them from enjoying the Miami County Park District’s Charleston Falls on druing a mid-January 
cold snap.

Josh Brown | Miami Valley Today
Miami East’s Olivia Shore is embraced by Viking assistant coach Rich Randall after winning her first-round 
match at the Division III state wrestling tournament in March at the Schottenstein Center. Shore, only the 
second girl ever to qualify for the tournament, became the first to ever win a first-round match.
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The 43rd annual Troy Strawberry 
Festival draws crowds of festival-goers 
to the annual event in downtown and 
on the levee. Events included enter-
tainment, food, arts and crafts and 
sporting events. The theme, chosen 
by chairman Bruce Adamson, was “A 
Berry WACO Weekend.” 

• An improvement project to the 
Miami County Courthouse plaza 
began in June. Phase one of the proj-
ect, which included the demolition of 
the previous site, was awarded to to E. 
Lee Construction of Delphos at a cost 
not to exceed $689,990. Phase two of 
the project, which will include the new 
design of the plaza, began in the fall 
and was awarded to Outdoor Enter-
prises at a cost of $2,948,000. The 
overall design for the new proposed 
courthouse plaza, created by Garmann 
Miller Architects, includes one foun-
tain, which would be located at the 
front of the courthouse, walkways with 
pavers that mimic the floors inside the 
courthouse, and more green space. 
The design also relocates the county 
law enforcement memorial to be clos-
er to the Sheriff ’s Office entrance.

• Former Chief of Police Bruce 
Jamison officially retired from the 
Piqua Police Department, turning 
over the leadership of the department 
to Piqua Chief of Police Rick Byron. 
Jamison was the chief of the depart-
ment for 10 years and spent over 30 
years in the department. Jamison 
joined the Piqua Police Department 
as a police officer in September 1986. 
He was promoted to detective in 1989, 
became a lieutenant in 1999, deputy 
chief in 2004, and chief of police in 
2008. Byron joined the Piqua Police 
Department as a police officer in 
August 1999 and was promoted to lieu-
tenant in 2012. He has over 23 years of 
police experience. 

• Partners in Hope opened the 
doors to their new “House of Hope” 
to the community with a Troy Area 
Chamber of Commerce ribbon cutting 
and prayer over the facility at its new 
location on 180 E. Race St., Troy. The 
organization new location is a two-
story, 3,600-square-foot building at the 
corner of Race and Mulberry streets. 
Partners in Hope has been part of the 
community since 1990, offering relief, 

education, development, and caregiver 
programs and services to more than 
900 households each year.

• Kettering Health Network offi-

cials opened the doors to its $100 
million Troy Hospital in a ribbon-
cutting ceremony on June 6. Commu-
nity members and officials were able 

Photos by Mike Ullery | Miami Valley Today
Deputy Sarah Fraley watches as volunteers Laura Seger and Kelly Moore bathe two of the puppies 
that were rescued from a puppy mill on Peebles Road, near Troy, in May.

Sonia Haines of St. Paris grills native Honduran food during the 2019 Festival of Nations in Troy.

Deputy Chief Marty Grove of the Piqua Police Department, left, presents a retirement gift to retired 
Chief of Police Bruce Jamison and his wife Karen during a reception in Jamison’s honor at the Fort 
Piqua Plaza.



Tuesday, December 31, 2019     5Miami Valley Today A YEAR IN REVIEW

to tour the new 135,000-square foot, 
three-story Kettering Health Network 
Troy Hospital. The hospital accepted 
its first patient on June 18.

• The Troy Fire Department 
introduced its first two “Hometown 
Heroes” apprentice students during a 
recognition ceremony at Fire Station 

No. 2 on June 24. William Vernon and 
Joseph Schmelzer will work 20-24 
hours a week with a flexible schedule 
built around their course work.

Chief Matthew Simmons said 14 
Miami County residents applied for 
the three-year apprenticeship opportu-
nity. Applicants were interviewed for 
the program. They will be firefighter 
certified with their paramedic classifi-
cation at the end of the program.

JULY
• Local leaders organized a cam-

paign to raise the remaining $30,000 
in funds to erect a statue of the late 
Mayor Peter E. Jenkins to stand watch 
and welcome everyone to his beloved 
city of Troy. The sculpture is to be 
located at the Jenkins Gateway Mayor’s 
Park in Troy. The passive green space 
park is located at 1611 W. Main St., 
near the Westbrook neighborhood. Jen-
kins died on Nov. 14, 2018, following a 
lengthy illness. He was 84 years old.

Mercer said the sculpture features 
Mayor Pete’s signature suit and tie and 

features him waving to all residents and 
visitors off of West Main Street. The 
bronze sculpture will also have Mayor 
Pete’s signature “Troy OHIO USA” pin, 
which he wore daily and, most notably, 
gave out to thousands of people he met 
over the years.

• The city of Troy partnered with 
the county to split the cost of a park-
ing garage feasibility study for down-
town Troy.

Commissioners agreed to split the 
cost of an approximately $24,000 
feasibility study with the city of 
Troy. The study will be conducted 
by Walker Consultants of Indianapo-
lis. According to a letter to the city 
dated April 17, 2019, the consultants 
will provide two potential functional 
options for the project. The study 
will also provide a probable cost of 
one proposed parking facility, includ-
ing a five-year operating revenue and 
expense projection. Walker Consul-
tants noted the North Cherry and East 
Water Street location would be stud-
ied. The results of the study have not 
been presented to the public to date.

• Abbott Nutrition in Tipp City will 
soon be expanding. Abbott Laborato-
ries Nutrition division applied for a 
commercial permit for a $17.2 million 
office and warehouse distribution facil-
ity addition to the Tipp City facility, 
located off Interstate 75 and South 
County Road 25-A. According to per-
mit applications, the company plans to 
build a 367,924- square-foot distribu-
tion facility.

AUGUST
• The 2019 Miami County Fair came 

to a close after drawing bigger crowds 
than the previous two years. According 
to Nick Shellenberger, Miami County 
Agricultural Society president and act-
ing fair manager, 2019’s attendance was 
up 7 percent compared to last year. 

• The state of Ohio has closed the 
doors on a day care facility follow-
ing the arrest of one of its employees 
accused of inappropriately touching 
a child while in its care. The Ohio 
Department of Jobs and Family Ser-
vices ordered JJJ Child Care, located 

Photos by Mike Ullery | Miami Valley Today
Milton-Union soccer players work alongside coaches and parents following the Memorial Day tornadoes, helping to clean up the property of a senior 
citizen the team “adopted” for a community service project.

Homeowner Rod Noll pitches in to help workers from Trojan Tree Service in cutting up a large tree that 
fell on Noll’s home at 625 Lincolnshire Drive during the Memorial Day tornadoes. A number of homes 
in the Merrimont subdivision were affected by the extreme weather.
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at 840 Arthur Road, Troy, to close its 
doors on Thursday. Andrew Cain, 35, 
of Troy, was arrested by Troy Police fol-
lowing an investigation into allegations 
he touched a 10-year-old female victim 
several times inappropriately at the JJJ 
Childcare facility. Case is still pending.

• The Miami Valley Today newspa-
per, formerly the Troy Daily News and 
Piqua Daily Call, move out of their 
longtime building at 224 S. Market St., 
Troy, to their new location at 1001 N. 
County Road 25-A, Troy. The South 
Market Street location is currently 
being re-purposed by its new owner. 

• Premier Health’s Upper Valley 
Medical Center hosted a groundbreak-
ing ceremony for its cardiopulmo-
nary rehabilitation expansion. The 
7,600-square-foot addition on the 
south side of the hospital, located at 
3130 N. County Road 25-A, will pro-
vide expansion of the cardiac and pul-
monary rehab program, as well as an 
employee wellness area. The addition 
is part of the UVMC Patient Flow Proj-
ect, which will provide greater ease of 
access and convenience for patients 
and visitors.

• More than 3,000 riders — and 
several thousands of donuts and unac-
counted calories — hit the scenic 

ABOVE: A large barn and silo in the 3000 block of South Rangeline Road lies scattered about after 
being hit by Memorial Day tornadoes. 

RIGHT: Trees twisted like toothpicks and a heavily damaged home show the intensity of the storms 
and tornadoes that swept through Miami County on Memorial Day.

Photos by Mike Ullery | Miami Valley Today
A wide shot of homes along South Rangeline Road give a hint of the extent of the damage caused by a Memorial Day tornado outbreak.
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roadways of Miami County for the 
annual Tour De Donut event. “Head 
Donut” Roger Bowersock said the 
weather was perfect for the event, 
which welcomed cyclists of all ages to 
the start and finish lines at the down-
town Troy Public Square.

SEPTEMBER
• At the end of September, the 

annual Tipp City Mum Festival was 
held, including the annual Friday night 
cruise-in. On Saturday, the 41st annual 
Run for the Mums, a 5K road race, 

kicked off the rest of the weekend, and 
was followed by food, entertainment, 
events and arts and crafts.

• Edison State Community College 
held a ribbon cutting ceremony on 
Sept. 25 to celebrate the opening of its 
Robinson Student Career Center. The 
new center, located on Edison State’s 
main Piqua campus, was established 
in the effort to “bridge the gap” of 
career pathways exploration and the 
employment process. Edison first broke 
ground on the project in July 2018 after 
receiving a $2.5 million donation from 

the Robinson Fund.
• A gift for the whole community 

and Upper Miami Valley region, com-
munity members and donors broke 
ground on the multi-million dollar 
Arbogast Performing Arts Center 
on Tuesday. The Arbogast Perform-
ing Arts Center, or APAC, will be a 
39,000-square-foot facility featuring a 
1,200 seat auditorium located on the 
Troy Christian Schools campus on Dor-
set Road. Dave and Linda Arbogast, 
the namesake of the center, pledged the 
first $2 million to the project.

• Edison State Community College 
held a ribbon-cutting ceremony to cel-
ebrate the opening of its newest cam-
pus in Troy. Located at 859 W. Market 
St., the new campus was established to 
meet the needs of the growing health-
care industry, and according to Edison 
State President Dr. Doreen Larson, is 
positioned to be the center of health-
care education and training for the 
Upper Miami Valley.

• A threat of inclement weather 
brought the 2019 Festival of Nations 
to a close three hours early in Septem-
ber. The event took place on the levee 
in Troy. According to Chairperson 
Michael Ham, in spite of the early end-
ing, the festival had a great turn out, 
with an estimated 1,000 people visiting 
within the first two hours. 

• A total of 36 different live bands 
will perform at homes throughout 
Troy’s southwest Historic District on 
Saturday, Sept. 14, as part of the Troy-
Hayner Cultural Center’s first Porchfest 
music festival.

OCTOBER
• Diana Thompson ends her 30-year 

career as executive director of the 
Miami County Visitors and Conven-
tion Bureau. 

• It was another milestone in the 
amazing coaching career of Piqua 
football coach Bill Nees as he picked 
up his 200th career win Oct. 25 in 
a 28-14 win over Tippecanoe. Nees 
now has a career record 200-104 in 27 
years as Piqua football coach. He guid-
ed Piqua to the Division II state cham-
pionship in 2006 and the Indians were 
also state runner-up in 2000. And it 
came in another classic battle between 
the Indians and Tippecanoe. He has 
recently become members of both the 
Miami Valley Football Coaches Asso-
ciation Hall of Fame and Ohio High 
School Football Coaches Association 
Hall of Fame. 

• Former Miami County Board of 
Elections director Beverly Kendall 
filed a civil suit against the Miami 
County Board of Elections and two 
of its board members, claiming they 
violated the Ohio Open Meetings Acts 

Mike Ullery | Miami Valley Today
Wyatt Hill, 3, of Piqua, keeps his eye on the judge as he participates in PeeWee Swine Showmanship during the 2019 Miami County Fair.
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and defamation.
The civil suit was filed in Miami 

County Common Pleas Court. The 
lawsuit names Miami County Board of 
Elections members Robert Long and 
chairman David Fisher as defendants 
for alleged defamatory statements they 
made prior to her termination. Kendall 
is seeking to be reinstated as director 
and to receive back payment and ben-
efits from the date of her termination 
on Jan. 22. The case is still pending.

NOVEMBER
• At the National FFA Convention, 

Covington-UVCC won the National 
Models of Excellence honor — the top 
FFA chapter in the nation.

The Covington-UVCC FFA identified 
a need to lower stress in their student 
body, promote production agriculture 
and improve the future lives of stu-
dents. The De-Stressalizer program 
offered four events — including tai 
chi and a movie night — throughout 
the school year that allowed students 
to unwind. The chapter’s Harvest Day 
included activities about harvesting 
and plant germination as well as kid-
die tractor races. The chapter also 
highlighted former members during 
National FFA Week to showcase post-
high school opportunities. They were 
one of 10 chapters from around the 
U.S. nominated for the honor.

• Voters voted down the Pleasant 
Hill-Newton Township Joint Fire Dis-
trict’s additional 4.89-mills, continuing 
property tax on the Nov. 5 ballot. The 
millage would have been used to 
continue EMS staffing, equip-
ment and a new fire station. All 
other fire and EMS issues in the 
county passed.

• Miami County Board of 
Elections staff used the county’s 
new paper ballot system for the 
first time in the November elec-
tion. The Clear Ballot system replaced 
the touch screens with physical paper 
ballots, which features fill-in bubbles 
much like a school test or lottery ticket 
form. The ballot also includes a write-
in blank if applicable. 

Director Laura Bruns said the posi-

tives of the new Clear Ballot system is 
it’s user-friendly and simple, voters will 
have a physical ballot to submit and 
it was cost effective with 100 percent 
funding from the state to purchase the 
new system for the county.

• Voters re-elected incum-
bent Mayor Ed McCord for 
his third full term in office. 
McCord was voted into office 
in 2010 to complete the unex-
pired term of the late Gary 
Bell. In 2011, he ran for re-
election against Kay McKin-
ney, ultimately winning, and in 

2015, he ran unopposed. This year, 
McCord ran against former-council-
woman Joyce Robertson. 

• Voters of Troy turned down the 
levy seeking funds to add amenities to 
the Paul G. Duke Park. The levy was 
voted down with 2,144 (56 percent) 

David Fong | Miami Valley Today
Troy’s Lenea Browder stands atop the podium wearing a pair of state championship medals after winning both the discus and shot put at the Division I 
state meet in June at Jesse Owens Memorial Stadium.

Ben Robinson | GoBuccs.com
Lauren Christian won the D-III state shot put title.

McCord
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against the levy and 1,678 (44 per-
cent) for the levy. The levy was a new 
10-year, 1.2-mills property tax for Paul 
G. Duke Park improvements. It was the 
second attempt to raise funds for the 
park improvements including a splash 
pad, more soccer and baseball fields 
and an 18-hole miniature golf course.

• A former Miami County attorney 
is assigned 30 days in jail as part of 
his sentence for stealing trust funds 
from a mentally handicapped woman. 
Miami County Common Pleas Court 
Judge Stacy Wall sentenced former 
Troy attorney Jeffrey Brumbaugh, 
64, now of Sedona, Ariz., to serve 30 
days in county jail and five years of 

community control. Judge Stacy Wall 
said Brumbaugh’s conduct was “com-
pletely inexcusable” since he was in 
a position of trust for the 56-year-old 
incompetent woman to whom the 
trust was in his care. The victim’s 
father left two properties, a vehicle 
and $600,000 to care for the woman 
after his death in 2011.

• Dan Gress, who took over the 
Troy High School head varsity foot-
ball coaching job when former coach 
Matt Burgbacher left for Tippecanoe 
earlier in the year, finished a stellar 
first season with the Trojans. Troy 
went 8-2 in the regular season and 
7-1 in Miami Valley League play, win-

ning its fourth straight division title 
with a 35-9 victory over rival Piqua 
on Nov. 1.

The Trojans also qualified for the 
postseason for the fourth straight 
season – the longest-running playoff 
streak in the program’s history – and 
lost to Olentangy in the opening 
round to finish the season 8-3. 

• The Tippecanoe boys soccer 
team won its first ever state champi-
onship, defeating Warren Howland 
1-0 on Nov. 10 at Columbus’ MAP-
FRE Stadium in the Division II state 
championship game. Aaron Davis 
scored the lone goal in the game to 
give the Red Devils, who finished the 

season 23-0-1, the win in their first 
ever state title game appearance. The 
team had made three other trips to 
the state tournament in its history 
but had never advanced past the 
semifinal round. 

• The Mid-America Management 
Corporation sold the Miami Val-
ley Centre Mall, which is located in 
Piqua, to Kohan Retail Investment 
Group, based in Great Neck, N.Y. on 
Nov. 25. Kohan Retail Investment 
Group is currently operating under 
the limited liability company name of 
Miami Valley Mall Realty Holding for 
this property, and it purchased the 
mall for approximately $3,428,500, 
according to county records.

• From requirements on glass 
milk bottles, which used to grace 
each porch, to today’s hazards of 
electronic cigarettes, Miami County 
Public Health’s focus remains fixed 
on the well being of Miami County 
residents. The organization held a 
100th anniversary open house to 
commemorate the county’s century 
of safe and healthy practices, which 
have progressed through the years.

• The one-year-old United Way of 
Miami County celebrated their inau-
gural year at their new home office in 
Troy. The new central location is at 
116 W. Franklin St., Troy, the former 
location of Partners in Hope. The 
United Way of Miami County serves 
42 agencies across the entire county. 
The Troy, Tipp City and Piqua United 
Ways merged to form one county-wide 
agency in July 2018.

• Troy’s Public Square was filled 
with thousands of visitors as they 
waited for the official lighting of the 
Christmas Tree during the 2019 Grand 
Illumination. Carriage rides, free warm 
drinks, baked goods, ornaments and 
glow sticks were offered along with 
other activities.

DECEMBER
• The Miami County Park District 

held the Holiday Lights event at Lost 
Creek Reserve on weekends through-
out December, illuminating more than 
50 animated displays along a 1.25 

Mike Ullery | Miami Valley Today
Jill Grimes of Concord Twp. operates a scanner that counts ballots as Laura Bruns, director of the Miami County Board of Elections, looks on during 
August mock election to test Miami County’s new voting equipment.
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mile path. The park district received a 
$75,000 grant from the Troy Founda-
tion, along with other sponsors, to 
purchase the lights and perform the 
electrical work needed for the display. 

• Christmas on the Green returned 
to downtown Piqua with festive charac-
ters, Christmas carols, and holiday fun 
for the family. The evening kicked off 
with horse-drawn carriage rides, train 
rides, holiday music from the Gotham 
City Brass Quintet, a live sculpture 
demonstration, and more down Main 
Street in Piqua. Children’s activities 
were held throughout the evening 
inside the Piqua Public Library and the 
Mainstreet Piqua offices. A highlight of 
the event was a live performance by the 
Piqua High School show choir “The 
Company,” along with community car-
oling, each held at the gazebo.

• Troy couple Stan and Dee Dee 
Bender, along with their kids Tag, Ire-
land and Madyson, received $400,000 
as part of the Ellen DeDeneres holiday 
TV special, “Ellen’s Greatest Night 
of Giveaways.” DeGeneres, who was 
moved by the Benders’ perseverance in 
the face of Stan’s ALS diagnosis, sur-
prised the family with the gift while on 
stage, alongside celebrity guest Justin 
Timberlake. The money, according to 
the Benders, will go toward easing the 
financial burden of medical bills. 

• Six buildings in downtown 
Covington were demolished in early 
December to prepare for the $3 mil-
lion expansion of Marias Technology, 
which provides software testing and 
system implementation services. 
Marias Technology is constructing a 
new 26,000-square-foot, three-story 
building. The new facility will face 
High Street and will be west of its cur-
rent facility at 25 E. Wright St., which 
the company also plans to invest 
improvements into as well. The six 
buildings demolished were deemed 
not salvageable. Marias Technology’s 
new facility will include retail space 
on the first floor for a new coffee shop 
called Glacier View Coffee that they 
will also own and operate, and Marias 
Technology office spaces will occupy 
the second and third floors. 

• Troy City Council said farewell 
to the outgoing mayor, president of 
council and two city council mem-
bers during its regular meeting on 
Dec. 16. Mayor Michael Beamish 
attended his final meeting as mayor 

and thanked retiring council presi-
dent Marty Baker, First Ward council 
member Tom Kendall and Sixth Ward 
council member Brock Heath for 
their dedication to the city affairs, 
which Beamish added up between all 

four position of 65 years of elected 
public service to Troy.

Mayor Michael Beamish ends a 
four term career as mayor of Troy, 
making him the longest serving 
mayor in the city’s history. Beamish 

Mike Ullery | Miami Valley Today
Austin Evans of Level MB Construction of Troy begins removing Troy Daily News signs from the front of 224 S. Market St., Troy, on Sept. 3, Troy Daily News/
Piqua Daily Call, now Miami Valley Today, moved to their new offices located at 1001 N. County Road 25-A, across from the Miami County Fairgrounds.
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Lee Woolery | Miami Valley Today
The Division II state champion Tippecanoe boys soccer team poses with the trophy after defeating Warren Howland In November at Columbus’ MAPFRE Stadium.

Lee Woolery | Miami Valley Today

FAR LEFT: Piqua 
football coach 
Bill Nees, right, 
walks off the field 
with his son Travis 
after winning his 
200th game.

LEFT: First-year 
head Troy football 
coach Dan Gress 
gives instructions 
during the team’s 
annual rivalry 
game against 
Piqua. Gress, an 
assistant for the 
team prior to this 
season, helped 
lead the Trojans to 
a fourth straight 
division title and 
playoff berth.

began his service as a 
council member at-large 
on Jan. 1, 1994 to Dec. 
31, 2003 and as mayor 
since Jan. 1, 2004. 
Beamish wished those 
continuing to serve on 
council or elected posi-
tion for their service and to “continue 
to move this city forward for all of us 
that really love this community.” 

Baker served as a Second Ward coun-
cil member from Jan. 1, 2000 to Dec. 31, 
2007 then as president of council from 
Jan. 1, 2008 through the end of this year.

Kendall served as First Ward council 
member since Sept. 6, 2005, while 
Heath began his service on council Jan. 
1, 2014. Mike Ullery | MVT File Photo

Beamish
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Mike Ullery | Miami Valley Today
Scott Myers, executive director of the Miami County Park District, speaks to guests prior to the official lighting of Holiday Lights at Lost Creek Reserve in late November.

LEFT: Diana 
Thompson 
talks about her 
career during 
a retirement 
cleebration in 
her honor at 
WACO Aviation 
Museum and 
Learning Center 
in November. 
Thompson 
retired as 
executive 
director of the 
Miami County 
Visitors and 
Convention 
Bureau after 
nearly 30 years 
at the helm.

RIGHT: Posing 
with Justin 
Timberlake 
backstage 

is, from left 
to right, Dee 
Dee, Ireland, 

Stan, Tag, 
and Madyson. 

The family 
appeared 

on “Ellen’s 
Greatest Night 
of Giveaways” 

on Dec. 12.

Provided Photo Mike Ullery | Miami Valley Today


