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By Josh Brown
Troy Daily News

TROY — Last year, the 
Troy boys basketball team 
reached double-digit wins 
for the first time since the 
2011-12 season.

This year, with a new 
head coach in Mark Hess 
and playing in a new 
league — the Miami Val-
ley League — the Trojans 
are hoping to take the 
next step forward after 
going 10-13 in their final 
season as a member of 
the Greater Western Ohio 
Conference.

And, just like the past 
three seasons, Troy’s 
playoff run in football has 
a handful of the players 
arriving a little late in the 
winter preseason.

“It’s been going well, 
but we still don’t have 
our full team yet with the 
football team doing so 
well, too,” Hess said. “But 
we have a group of kids 
that are hungry, that work 
hard and that want to be 
successful. And they’ve 
really bought in to what 
we’re wanting to do and 
what we’re wanting to 
emphasize with the way 
we want to play.”

With a new coach 
comes some new wrin-
kles, though.

“We want to play more 
of a style that we think 
will be more successful 
for us, for the players we 

have,” Hess said. “We’re 
going to play a little 
faster. Our strength is our 
skill, and in our league, 
we feel like we can match 
up with anybody. So we 
want to come out and 
use our athleticism with 
players that are better in 
open space. Offensively 
and defensively, we want 
to put pressure on our 
opponent.”

And for this year’s Tro-
jans, everything begins 
with junior Shaeden 
Olden.

Olden is the team’s 
leading returning scorer 
despite missing the first 
nine games of last season, 
posting 8.8 points, 2.7 
rebounds and 1.5 assists 
per game.

“A lot of what we do 
starts with Shaeden,” 
Hess said. “He missed 
the first half of the season 
with that hand injury, 
and when you come back 
from that type of injury, 
you’re still not going to 
be 100 percent. So he 
really wasn’t able to put 
his name on the map, but 
he’s had a great offseason. 
And he’s our engine. We 
kind of go as he goes.”

The Trojans have a host 
of other returners, too, 
including seniors Austin 
Stanaford, Brayden Siler, 
Tre’Vone Archie and Ryan 
Davis and juniors Jaden 
Owens and Drew Holley.

Stanaford is the 

team’s leading return-
ing rebounder with 6.4 
and 7.0 points per game, 
while Siler, despite miss-
ing eight games, aver-
aged 3.7 points and 1.9 
assists per game. Archie 
averaged 8.6 points, 2.2 
rebounds and 1.8 assists 
per game, including a 
21-point effort in the 

Trojans’ first victory over 
Piqua last year. Owens 
averaged 8.7 points per 
game, while Davis and 
Holley both saw some 
varsity playing time 
throughout the year, as 
well.

“Austin and Brayden 

Hess takes reins of Troy boys program

Photos by Lee Woolery | Miami Valley Today
Troy’s Shaeden Olden hits a shot in the paint last season.

Troy’s Tre’Vone Archie brings the ball up the floor last season.

Troy’s Brayden Siler looks to pass around a Xenia defender last 
season.

By Josh Brown
Troy Daily News

TROY — With two of 
its division’s top three 
leading scorers returning, 
the Troy girls basketball 
team’s plans heading into 
the season should be 
pretty obvious.

And the Trojans hope 
to use those weapons to 
stake a claim to the new 
Miami Valley League’s 
first championship.

Troy finished last sea-
son 14-9 overall and was 
tied for second in the 
Greater Western Ohio 
Conference American 
North Division with 
a 10-5 record, second 
behind three-time 
defending champion 
Tippecanoe. And with 
its returning firepower 
and an extra year of 
experience for its lead-
ers, the Trojans are 
hoping to compete for a 
division title this season.

Senior Tia Bass 
returns after leading 
the overall GWOC in 
rebounding with 11.3 
per game, finishing third 
in the GWOC American 
North in scoring with 
13.3 points and adding 
2.5 blocks per game — 
first in the division and 
second in the overall 
GWOC. And sophomore 
Macie Taylor returns 
after leading the GWOC 
American North in scor-
ing and finishing fourth 
in the overall GWOC 
with 16.3 points per 
game as a freshman, as 
well as 3.8 rebounds, 3.5 
assists and 2.5 steals as 
the team’s point guard.

“Tia is a force inside, 
both on offense and 

defense,” Troy coach 
Aaron Johnson said. 
“She could possibly be 
one of the most domi-
nant post players in 
the area this year. But 
her name’s out there 
this year, too, so she’s 
not going to sneak up 
on teams. And Macie, 
what a freshman year 
she had. But again, she 
was able to sneak up on 
some teams, and she’s 
out there now, too. She 

put in a lot of work in 
the summer, though, 
and we’re hoping to do 
some different things 
with her so she’ll be 
ready for the different 
looks that teams will 
throw at her. She could 
end up being one of the 
best basketball players 
in Troy history.”

And with those two 
players leading the way, 
the Trojans have differ-
ent ways they can attack 

opposing defenses.
“We’re going to try to 

run things through Tia,” 
Johnson said. “Our goal 
is to get the ball inside 
to her, and hopefully that 
will open up our outside 
game. And our other goal 
is to let Macie loose. Last 
year, we tried to keep her 
within the structure of an 
offense, but this year we’ll 
try to get up and down 
the floor and kind of just 
let our talent go.

“We still take pride in 
our defense and want 
to maintain that, but we 
want to try to score more 

points this year and be a 
little more aggressive.”

Also back from last 
year’s varsity team is 
senior guard MaKenna 
Taylor, who averaged 
8.2 points and 3.1 
assists per game last 
year, and senior Laura 
Borchers, who aver-
aged 2.3 points and 4.6 
rebounds per game.

“Laura can play every 
position on the floor,” 
Johnson said. “She’s 
versatile, she’s a good 
defender and she’s just 
solid. She’s the type of 
player that brings her 

lunch pail to work every 
day and is reliable. And 
MaKenna, she’s been a lit-
tle inconsistent with her 
shot, but she’s beginning 
to figure out she’s more 
just than a 3-point shoot-
er. She can get to the bas-
ket, hit that 15-foot shot, 
she’s improved defen-
sively — and she can still 
hit that 3, too.”

After that, Troy’s varsi-
ty experience thins out a 
bit, though. Senior Cait-
lin Hutson played mostly 
JV but saw limited var-
sity minutes last season, 
and first-year senior 
Chloe Coleman will add 
some depth, too. Sopho-
mores Kiersten Franklin, 
Jovie Studebaker, Ashley 
Kloecker and Lilly James 
and freshmen Brynn 
Siler and Elise McCann 
will join the Trojans on 
varsity, as well.

“Caitlin’s a senior and 
can be a good backup 
post player,” Johnson 
said. “This is her fourth 
year in the program, and 
I think she’ll be ready 
to contribute this year. 
Kiersten is a track star 
and one of our quickest 
girls. She will get some 
valuable playing time, 
and she’s hard to shake 
on defense. And Jovie is 
tall, the backup goalie 
on the soccer team and 
got a lot of minutes on 
JV last year. She’s got a 
good skill set.

“Brynn is a freshman 
and a talented post 
player, she’s a very strong 
lady and very aggres-
sive. She knows her way 
around the basket. And 
Elise is a great athlete 

Trojan girls take aim at MVL title

Lee Woolery | Miami Valley Today
Troy’s Tia Bass takes a shot in the post during a game last season.

Josh Brown | Miami Valley Today 
Troy’s Macie Taylor drives past a Greenville defender last season.

Lee Woolery | Miami Valley Today
Troy’s Laura Borchers is double-teamed by Butler last season.
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By Josh Brown
Troy Daily News

PIQUA — It will be like 
going back to the future for 
the Piqua boys basketball team 
this season.

The Indians have just four 
returning lettermen to start the 
season and another who may 
be able to come back after hav-
ing surgery.

“We have turned over most 
of the roster and it is like a 
fresh start,” Piqua coach Steve 
Grasso said. “I really like the 
depth we have. We will play 
one group for three minutes 
and have them play hard, then 
run another group in there.”

Two seniors who are back are 
6-foot-4 wings Iverson Ventura 
and Riley Hill.

In limited time a year ago, 
Ventura averaged 4.5 points 
and Hill averaged 2.9.

“They both have the ability 
to step out and hit the three,” 
Grasso said. “Iverson (Ven-
tura) missed part of the season 
last year with an injury. And 
they can (both go inside and 
hit the boards).”

A third senior, 5-9 guard in 
Zack Lavey, is injured, and his 
return is unknown.

“Unfortunately, Zack (Lavey) 
was injured early in the season 
and had surgery,” Grasso said. 
“His status is unknown as 
far as when he will be able to 
return. We are going to miss 
him because he was a really 
good on-ball defender.”

Two juniors who got a lot 
of experience last year are 6-3 
wing Garrett Schrubb and 5-10 
point guard Kameron Darner.

Schrubb averaged 6.4 
points and 2.8 rebounds a 
year ago, while Darner scored 

4.5 points, to go with 2.4 
rebounds and 2.6 assists.

“Garrett (Schrubb) gives us 
some length and is able to hit 
the perimeter shot,” Grasso 
said. “Kameron (Darner) looks 
the part last year. He was about 
5-6 last year and now he is 5-9, 
5-10 and a lot stronger.”

Other juniors who will see 
action are 6-1 Keagan Patton, 
6-1 Dylan Chaney, 6-foot Devon 
Sever, 6-2 Jerell Lewis and 6-1 
Lane Banning.

“These guys all have the abil-
ity to be physical out there,” 
Grasso said. “Jerell (Lewis) is 
somebody (at 250 pounds) who 
can make someone feel the pain 
in there. When these juniors 
were freshman, they won the 
mythical GWOC title with a 
17-3 record. And even without 
Schrubb and Darner, they had 

a pretty good season on JV last 
year. They have always played 
well when they are together.”

The roster will include one 
freshman in 5-9 Dre’Sean Rob-
erts, who is not your typical 
freshman.

“Dre’Sean has a great future 
in basketball,” Grasso said. “He 
has played on the AAU circuit 
and I think you will see him 
playing in college one day. He 
has played with the varsity all 
summer and has done just fine. 
When the bright lights come on 
the first Friday night, we will 
see how he does. But, I expect 
him to do very well.”

Grasso expects this to be 
more uptempo than any team 
he has had at Piqua.

“We are always uptempo, 
but we really want to be able 
to push the ball this year,” he 

said. “That’s the plan. We want 
to get after it all over the court 
on defense.”

In the first year in the MVL, 
Grasso feels the competition 
will be wide open.

“You look at last year,” he 
said. “Including Centerville in 

the tournament, we had some-
thing like eight games against 
state-ranked teams. Those 
teams are either not on the 
schedule any more or they have 
turned over there roster.

“Vandalia has been the most 
consistent team, but they have 
turned over their roster. But, 
they still have good players. 
Their JV and freshman teams 
were very good. Troy has 
turned over their roster, but 
they were playing some young 
kids at the end of the season.”

Grasso expects Tippecanoe 
to be a matchup problem.

“They return probably 
the early favorite for confer-
ence Player of the Year in 
Mader,”Grasso said. “I think 
he averaged 23 points a game 
last year. Their lineup is going 
to go anywhere from 6-2 to 6-7, 
which could create matchup 
problems for us at the guard 
spots. Sidney is in the other 
division, but they turned over 
their roster.”

Grasso doesn’t mind the 
18-game league schedule.

“It doesn’t give us a lot 
of room for non-conference 
games,” Grasso said. “But, we 
have had several games in the 
Lima area every year and I was 
kind of looking to get rid of 
those games anyway. We get a 
chance to play teams like Steb-
bins, West Carrollton, Fairborn 
and Xenia twice.”

And Grasso hopes Piqua can 
be right in the hunt as the Indi-
ans prepare with a young roster 
and bright future.

Contact Piqua Daily Call Sports Editor Rob 
Kiser at rkiser@aimmediamidwest.com.  

©2019 Miami Valley Today, all rights 
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Piqua boys to feature young, talented team

Piqua’s Kameron Darner gets off a shot 
against Trotwood-Madison last season.Photos by Mike Ullery | Miami Valley Today

Piqua’s Riley Hill dribbles to the basket against Lehman Catholic’s Branden 
O’Leary last season.

Piqua’s Garrett Schrubb goes up for 
two points against Trotwood-Madison 
last season.

By Rob Kiser
Piqua Daily Call

PIQUA — Excitement 
abounds with the Piqua 
girls basketball program.

And for good reason.
The Indians are coming 

off a 14-10 season, their 
highest win total in more 
than 30 years.

And Piqua returns 
more than 60 percent 
of its scoring from that 
lineup.

The only change this 
year is assistant coach 
Greg Justice taking over 
for Jon Dolph.

“You can feel the excite-
ment,” Justice said. “I 
just feel very blessed to 
be given this opportunity 
to coach this team.”

Piqua will again be 
strong in the paint.

The Lady Indians 
return leading scorer and 
rebounder in 5-foot-11 
senior Tylah Yeomans, 
along with 6-0 sophomore 
Aubree Schrubb and 5-8 
junior Andrea Marrs.

Yeomans averaged 14.0 
points, 6.0 rebounds and 
2.5 steals last season, 
while shooting 48 percent 
from the floor and 71 
percent from the line — 
leading the Lady Indians 
in all those categories.

While being hampered 
by a foot injury, Schrubb 
still averaged 5.0 points, 
5.7 rebounds and shot 46 
percent from the floor, 
while Marrs provided 
valuable minutes off the 
bench.

“We are still figuring 
out different things in 
the post,” Justice said. 
“And Andrea (Marrs) is 
coming off an injury, so 
she will probably miss the 
first four games.”

The Indians also have 
plenty of talent and depth 
at the guard position.

Karley Johns, a 5-8 
sophomore, averaged 7.0 
points and 5.2 rebounds a 
year ago.

Two sophomores who 
also got valuable playing 
time a year ago are 5-7 
Kenzi Anderson and 5-6 

Reagan Toopes.
Anderson averaged 5.0 

points and 3.7 rebounds 
a year ago, while Toopes 
split time between JV and 
varsity.

“We were probably one 
of the youngest teams 
in the GWOC last year,” 
Justice said. “And we will 
probably be starting a 
senior, a junior and three 
sophomores this year.”

Kathy Young, a 5-3 
senior and 5-7 sophomore 
Elise Cox are back.

Cox played JV last sea-
son and missed part of 
the season after surgery 
for Pancreatitis.

“I can’t even imagine 
everything she went 
through from the time she 
was two years old,” Jus-
tice said. “She is amaz-
ing. She just comes in 
here and goes hard every 

day in practice. Kathy 
(Young) is someone who 
is really going to give us 
a spark.”

Rounding out the roster 
are senior guards Taylor 
Grunkemeyer and Adde 
Honeycutt.

Grunkemeyer is back 
out after not playing last 
year, while Honeycutt is 
playing for the first time 
in high school.

“Taylor (Gunkemeyer) 
is going to be in there and 
she is going to help us a 
lot,” Justice said. “She 
can do a lot of things for 
us. Adde (Honeycutt) 
hasn’t played before, but 
she is very athletic and 
has a lot of skills. She is 
going to help us.”

Justice would like to 
push the ball on offense.

“We are going to do 
that as much as possible,” 

he said. “We will mix 
things up on defense.”

And Justice is excited 
about the first year of the 
MVL and an 18-game 
league schedule.

“You look at it, these 
teams really match up 
well with each other,” 
he said. “I think there 
are some really good 
matchups. I think Tippe-
canoe has to be the team 
to beat until somebody 
dethrones. It is just nice 
to be going into the sea-
son with an opportunity 
to at least compete for a 
league title.”

Which has everyone 
excited.

Contact Piqua Daily Call Sports 
Editor Rob Kiser at rkiser@
aimmediamidwest.com. 
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Excitement abounds with Piqua girls program

Photos by Mike Ullery | Miami Valley Today
Piqua’s Tylah Yeomans drives the baseline against Bethel last season.

Piqua’s Kenzi Anderson fires up a jumper against Bethel last 
season.

Piqua’s Karley Johns drives to the basket last season.
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By Josh Brown
Troy Daily News

TROY — Tippecanoe 
boys basketball coach 
Adam Toohey knows 
that his Red Devils were 
incredibly young and 
inexperienced last season.

And after going 7-16 
in the loaded Dayton 
area — including nine 
single-digit losses, includ-
ing six by four points or 
less — Toohey is ready 
to see what that year of 
experience has done for 
his talented team in what 
should prove to be a much 
more balanced league.

“Last year, we saw 
what we had and how 
we responded,” he said. 
“Now, we want to see 
what we can really do.”

Tippecanoe could easily 
have been a .500 team last 
year, but a score of narrow 
defeats — including two 
losses to Troy, a 56-55 
last-second loss and a 
50-46 loss late in the sea-
son — as well as a 45-44 
defeat in the first round of 
the postseason cut its year 
short. This year, they’re 
hoping to take that expe-
rience and flip some of 
those close games.

“There were a lot of 
learning experiences last 
year,” Toohey said. “We 
were very inexperienced 
at the varsity level last 
year. We lost a lot of close 
games — and the ones 
that hurt the most, I feel, 
were those two losses to 
Troy. But we were able to 
battle in every game. And 
now, it’s another year, 
bigger, faster, stronger, 
better … wiser.”

The landscape in the 
area will be a lot differ-
ent this year, though — 
especially as the Devils 
leave the Greater West-
ern Ohio Conference 
the new Miami Valley 
League. Gone from the 
sister division is perenni-
al powerhouse Trotwood, 

as well as last year’s Mr. 
Basketball Ohio, Xenia’s 
Samari Curtis. Gone 
from Tippecanoe’s MVL 
Miami Division is last 
year’s division runner-up 
Sidney, now playing in 
the MVL Valley Division. 
And gone from defending 
division Butler is a horde 
of seniors.

“It’s kind of the same 
league, but it’ll be really 
different,” Toohey said. 
“After losing Trotwood, 
Xenia’s Samari Curtis, 
Sidney’s Andre Gordon 
(another Division I col-
lege talent), losing Sid-
ney to the sister division, 
Butler losing 11 seniors 
… I don’t really know 

how it will go. It will be 
interesting to see.”

Tippecanoe struggled 
during its three years 
in the GWOC American 
North Division, going 
4-11 last season and 
17-28 over the three-year 
period. But with half of 
the GWOC’s teams leav-
ing to form the MVL, 
Toohey sees potential 
success on the horizon 
— and he isn’t alone.

“There are people that 
have told me that we 
should win the league 
this year with all we’ve 
got coming back. But 
we’ve still got to prove 
it,” Toohey said. “Our 
goal is just to be better 

each night and figure 
out how we can play and 
compete. The league 
looks wide open this 
year, though. I think a 
team with 13 or 14 wins 
could win the league 
this year. There’s likely 
not going to be that one 
dominant team on either 
side of it. There’s a lot of 
parity, where everyone 
will feel like they could 
win on any given night. 
It will be a deep, bal-
anced league.

“Troy’s got a new 
coach in Mark Hess, 
who is a very good 
coach, and there’s a new 
energy there with the 
kids they’ve got coming 
back. Butler’s got a good 

coach, and even though 
they lost a lot, they have 
a lot of good, young 
pieces. Greenville’s good 
freshmen from last year 
are all about to be sopho-
mores. And Piqua’s a lot 
like us, bringing back 
some younger players 
from last year.”

The Devils’ returning 
players happen to be three 
of the leading scores in 
the division last year.

Leading the way is 
senior Nolan Mader, who 
was second in the GWOC 
American North in scor-
ing with 18.3 points per 
game, behind only Sid-
ney’s Gordon and his 22.6 
per game. Made also had 
6.8 rebounds, 1.3 assists 
and 1.1 steals per game.

Also back is junior 
Ben Knostman, who was 
seventh in the division 
with 11.7 points and 
added 3.4 assists, 2.8 
rebounds and 1.7 steals 
per game, and fellow 
junior Zach Frederick, 
who was 12th in the 
division in scoring with 
9.0 points and added 4.0 
rebounds and 1.3 assists 
per game.

“Nolan led us in almost 
everything last year as a 
junior, and he’s continued 
to work on his game,” 
Toohey said. “He’s gained 
some interest from col-
leges and is planning on 

playing at the next level, 
and he’s a great team-
mate. And Zach and Ben 
really stepped up in the 
offseason with Nolan and 
have worked to bring us 
all together.

“We hope to see them 
be a three-headed mon-
ster and let them run the 
show this year. They’ve 
all committed themselves 
to improving their game 
to get to the next level. 
And we’ve also got other 
guys that are ready to 
step in and help.”

Junior Nick Rob-
bins (3.2 points, 2.2 
rebounds, 1.2 assists 
per game) returns, as 
does sophomore Griffin 
Caldwell (1.9 points, 1.0 
rebounds, 1.4 assists per 
game). Also back and 
looking for an expanded 
role is Thomas Skaggs, 
the team’s other senior.

“Thomas is one of our 
hardest workers,” Toohey 
said. “He has one year on 
varsity and is always work-
ing in the weight room 
and on his game, and he’s 
gotten himself to a point 
where he can help us. Nick 
played half the year on 
varsity last year, and his 
competitiveness is some-
thing we like to see. Grif-
fin played as a freshman 
— and we even asked him 
to guard Andre Gordon. 
We think he may be ready 
to handle everything we 
throw at him now.

“We also have two 
juniors in Gabe Dahling-
haus and Gabe Dean and 
two sophomores in Gavin 
Garlitz and Cole Cop-
pock that will help give 
us some depth.”

Tippecanoe opens the 
season Nov. 30 at home 
against Tecumseh.

Contact Troy Daily News Sports 
Editor Josh Brown at jbrown@
aimmediamidwest.com, or follow @
TroyDailySports on Twitter. 
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Tipp boys bring back experience this year

Lee Woolery | Miami Valley Today
Tippecanoe’s Nolan Mader works in the paint against Troy last 
season.

Josh Brown | Miami Valley Today
Tippecanoe’s Ben Knostman 
goes for a layup last season.

By Josh Brown
Troy Daily News

TIPP CITY — Its winning 
streak in divisional play may 
have come to an end last sea-
son, as well as its run of region-
al tournament appearances.

But a very young Tippeca-
noe basketball team got plenty 
of valuable experience to carry 
it into a new league.

The Red Devils went 19-6 
last season, winning a third 
straight Greater Western Ohio 
Conference American North 
Division title with a 14-1 
record, finishing its time in the 
GWOC 44-1. And though their 
season ended in the district 
final, the Devils bring back the 
majority of their leaders from 
last year’s team and look to 
once again be the favorite in 
the new Miami Valley League.

“I thought last year, we 
did a fantastic job of gelling, 
especially at the right time,” 
Tippecanoe coach Andy Hold-
erman said. “Being young, 
you get experience when you 
can. We’d lost a lot so far as 
experience and leadership 
went, but our young players 
have done a good job of step-
ping up and filling in where 
they’re needed.”

Tippecanoe graduated a 
handful of seniors from last 
year’s team, including a pair of 
regular starters in Brooke Ase-
lage and Jillian Brown. But the 
Devils return senior Kendall 
Clodfelter and junior Ashleigh 
Mader, both guards and the 
team’s top two scorers from 
last year. Mader was fifth in the 
division in scoring with 11.2 
points and added two steals per 
game, and Clodfelter averaged 
8.3 points, 5.2 rebounds, 3.4 
assists and 2.5 steals per game.

Also back in the post are a 
pair of juniors, Rachel Wilder-

muth and Katie Hemmelgarn, 
who also saw playing time 
last year. Wildermuth had 5.4 
points and four rebounds per 
game, while Hemmelgarn had 
4.6 points and 2.7 rebounds 
per game. And senior forward 
Katie Salyer returns 4.2 points, 
2.7 rebounds, 1.6 assists and 
1.2 steals per game.

“Katie, Kendall and Ashleigh 
bring back the most experi-
ence,” Holderman said. “But 
all of these girls compete, and 
that’s the fantastic thing. They 
play hard, and they play every 
play. I don’t have to encourage 
them to do that, either. That 
experience and fire, you either 
have it or you don’t.

“With Rachel and Katie 
pushing 6-foot-1, 6-2 inside 
and running our old-style 
offense, we’re going to 
change some things to quick-
en things up to work for this 
year’s team.”

As for new players that may 
make an impact, Holderman 
hadn’t had a chance to see 
much from them due to their 
success in the fall.

“Everything else is kind of 
up in the air, because we just 
got our volleyball kids back 
(after they reached the region-
al tournament),” he said. 
“We’ve got some sophomores, 
juniors and seniors practicing 
with us, but we’re still trying 
to figure some things out.”

The new Miami Valley 

League may not take as long 
to figure out.

Tippecanoe will compete 
in the MVL’s Miami Division 
with old division rivals Troy, 
Butler, Piqua and Greenville. 
Sidney moves to the MVL 
Valley Division along with 
Xenia, Fairborn, Stebbins 
and West Carrollton. Gone is 

Trotwood — the only team 
to beat Tippecanoe in league 
play in its three-year stay in 
the GWOC.

“Most of the schools 
remain the same,” Hold-
erman said. “But on the 
negative side, playing home-
and-away series against all 
of the MVL teams, we only 
have four non-league games. 
We always tried to play the 
Springboros and Fairmonts, 
but we had to give up some 
of those games. But it is what 
it is, and you can only control 
so much. You’ve just got to 
work on different things in 
different games. But there’s a 
lot of similarity to it.”

Tippecanoe’s four non-
league games will still be 
tough, though, with the Devils 
opening with Beavercreek and 
West Liberty-Salem and then 
facing Versailles and Carroll 
later in the year.

But with the Devils, the 
goals never change.

“That’s the goal every year, 
to contend for the division 
championship,” Holderman 
said. “That’s something that’s 
expected, and we’ve got a 
target on our back. We’ve had 
a target on our back, because 
people don’t like Tipp City. 
When it comes to that, that’s 
the motivator I use. If some-
one knocks us off, that could 
make the season for them. 
So we’ve got to focus every 
game, go in with a gameplan 
and execute.”

“We’re getting better each 
and every day. Hopefully we 
can peak at the end of the year. 
That’s the goal.”

Contact Troy Daily News Sports Editor Josh 
Brown at jbrown@aimmediamidwest.com, 
or follow @TroyDailySports on Twitter. 
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Red Devils hope to peak at right time

Photos by Josh Brown | Miami Valley Today
Tippecanoe’s Ashleigh Mader brings the ball up the floor as coach Andy 
Holderman looks on last season.

Tippecanoe’s Rachel Wildermuth brings the ball up the floor last season against 
Trotwood.

Tippecanoe’s Katie Salyer drives 
around a Franklin defender last season.

Lee Woolery | Miami Valley Today
Tippecanoe’s Zach Frederick passes around a Troy defender last 
season.
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By Josh Brown
Troy Daily News

WEST MILTON — The 
Milton-Union boys basketball 
team may have gone 8-15 last 
season.

But compared to recent 
years, that was a big leap.

In Rusty Berner’s first year 
back as coach of the team, the 
Bulldogs won as many games 
as they had the previous three 
seasons combined. And with 
only two years remaining in 
the Southwestern Buckeye 
League before leaving for a 
new conference, Milton-Union 
is hoping to break a decades-
long streak on its way out.

“I thought we had a solid 
year,” Berner said. “There was 
definitely some transition, but 
the kids know me and I know 
them, and we had a good sys-
tem in place, so we got accli-
mated a little quicker. For us, 
it was all about learning how 
to win. For us to win eight 
games and come on strong 
near the end of the season, it 
was a good first year back and 
a great year to build on.”

And the Bulldogs bring 
back a number of players from 
last years team to help with 
that building process.

“We bring back a decent 
amount of experience,” Berner 
said. “We’ve seen great leader-
ship out of this senior class 
already, and even over the 
summer the ownership that 
they’ve taken, they really set 
the tone for a lot of our guys.”

Leading the way will be 
senior guard Nathan Brum-
baugh as well as a pair of 
6-foot-4 seniors forwards in 
Brandon Lavy and Nick Rad-
cliff, a 6-1 senior post in Billy 
Grieshop and a 5-11 senior 
wing in Webb Cress. Also 
returning are a pair of juniors 
that got experience last season 
in 6-3 post Andrew Lambert 
and 5-11 guard Sam Case.

Lavy is the Bulldogs return-
ing leading scorer with 9.1 
points and 3.3 rebounds per 
game, with Case averaging 
5.8 points and 1.2 assists per 

game and shooting 35 per-
cent from 3-point range on 
the year. Brumbaugh brings 
back 5.3 points, 3.2 rebounds, 
1.7 steals and 1.6 assists per 
game, while Lambert, Rad-
cliff, Grieshop and Cress all 
saw minutes throughout the 
year, as well.

Joining the team this year 
will be 6-1 junior Justin 
Randall, 5-11 junior Cody 
Dohrman and 6-0 freshman 
Blake Brumbaugh.

“We had a really good sum-
mer, and the best thing about 
this group is how they get 
along so well with each other,” 
Berner said. “They’re all very 
coachable, they’re good kids 
and they’re hard workers. They 
want to be coached, and they 
just all enjoy being together 
so much. But they also push 
each other, too — they have no 

problem getting in each other’s 
faces and then hugging it out 
the next minute.”

And even though Madison 
has won the SWBL Buckeye 
Division the past two seasons, 
Berner sees plenty of parity in 
the league this year.

“I think it will be a really 
balanced league,” he said. “A 
year ago, you really had your 
frontrunners, and obviously 
Madison has won it the last 
two years. They bring back 
a 6-7 kid committed to go to 
Cedarville, but the gap is clos-
ing. Waynesville graduated a 
lot of guys, but they’re well 
coached and have a good group 
coming up. Northridge’s coach 
does a great job with those 
kids, and they’ll be near the 
top just based on how hard 
they play and how well they 
defend. Carlisle will be better 

than people think, I think, and 
Dixie has some young guys that 
played some minutes and will 
be better, and Preble Shawnee 
brings back its best two play-
ers. So I think the league will 
be competitive, and we feel that 
we can be right up there.

“With it being the last two 

years in the league, we defi-
nitely want to go out on a high 
note. And the steps we took 
last year and the guys we’ve 
got coming back, our guys 
are pretty focused on getting 
themselves in the mix.”

And there’s a big reason for 
that, too.

“One of our big motivations 
— and it’s not something to 
be proud of, but it’s some-
thing these guys have kind 
of embraced on a personal 
level — it’s been 37 years since 
Milton-Union has won a boys 
basketball league champion-
ship,” Berner said. “We’ve had 
good teams come through, but 
it’s been 37 years. And the guys 
want to end that streak. To 
them, that’s a big deal.

“This is a good group, and 
they’ve been working hard. 
They were successful this foot-
ball season, so we’ll get them 
all here for the first time Nov. 
13. Our seniors have been fan-
tastic so far, and it’s going to be 
a fun year.”

Contact Troy Daily News Sports Editor Josh 
Brown at jbrown@aimmediamidwest.com, 
or follow 

@TroyDailySports on Twitter. ©2019 Miami 
Valley Today, all rights reserved.

Milton-Union boys ready to take next step

Photos by Josh Brown | Miami Valley Today
Milton-Union’s Brandon Lavy works in the post last season.

Milton-Union’s Nathan Brumbaugh passes to a teammate last season.

Milton-Union’s Sam Case drives in for a 
layup last season.

By Josh Brown
Troy Daily News

WEST MILTON — 
The Milton-Union girls 
basketball team will 
have some big shoes 
to fill in its lineup this 
season.

More than 1,000 
points’ worth, at that.

Kristen Dickison, a 
1,000-point career scorer, 
led the Bulldogs to a 14-8 
record last season and a 
third-place finish in the 
Southwestern Buckeye 
League Buckeye Division 
behind four-time defend-
ing champion Waynesville. 
And though she graduated 
in the offseason, Milton-
Union has a lot of return-
ing experienced players 
that will help soften that 
blow as the team begins 
its final two seasons in the 
league before moving on 
to a new one.

“We finished the sea-
son 14-8 despite having 
a roster with only six 
full-time varsity players 
due to low numbers in 
the program and also 
a season-ending injury 
for one of our athletes,” 
said Milton-Union coach 
Katie Roose, who enters 
her seventh year with 
the team. “Our speed 
and athleticism allowed 
us to play a different 
style of basketball than 
ever before, and we were 
able to wear defenses 
out by pushing the ball 
in transition, and our 
defense was able to cre-
ate our offense.

“It was an exciting 
year, and we look to con-
tinue to build on what 
we started last season.”

Dickison led the 
SWBL Buckeye Division 
with 20.2 points and 5.1 
steals per game, and the 
Bulldogs also graduated 
their leading rebounder 
in Olivia Brown with 
7.1 rebounds and 9.2 
points per game.

Beyond that, though, 

Milton-Union returns 
its entire lineup from 
last season.

Senior Rachel Thomp-
son will take over the 
point guard position 
vacated by Dickison. 
She was the third-lead-
ing scorer on last year’s 
team with 7.2 points, 

5.4 rebounds, 2.8 steals 
and 2.4 assists per 
game last season. And 
also back are a pair of 
juniors in guard Morgan 
Grudich and forward 
Madison Jones. Grudich 
averaged 6.2 points, 4.0 
rebounds, 2.7 assists 
and 2.4 steals per game, 
and Jones added 4.4 
points, 5.1 rebounds, 
1.7 assists and 1.7 
steals per game.

“Rachel fills the point 
guard position held by 
Kristen for the last four 
years, but she brings a 
confidence and compo-
sure in that role that her 
team will need through-
out the season,” Roose 
said. “She is our defen-
sive spark, but we will 
also look to her to score 
for us this year.

“Morgan’s speed com-
bined with her ability 
to get to the rim will be 
extremely important this 
season. She plays good 
on-the-ball defense, and 
she is able to get in and 
battle on the boards. 
And Madison is a bit of 
a utility player for us. 
She has a nice mid-range 
jumper but also is a girl 
who isn’t afraid to work 
in the post for us when 
we need that out of her.”

Also back is junior 
Jayla Gentry, who had 
an impressive freshman 
season before miss-
ing last year due to an 
injury. Senior forward 
Megan Jacobs also 
returns, as do sopho-
more forward Regan 
Robinson and sopho-
more guard Taylor Falb.

“Jayla missed all of last 
season after tearing her 
ACL in our second scrim-
mage. We are looking for-
ward to having her back 
out there with us this sea-
son and will look for her 
to establish a presence 
in the post and rebound 
the basketball for us. And 
Megan is a senior who 
knows and understands 
her role in helping her 
team experience success. 
She pushes herself and 
her teammates daily, and 

we will look to her to help 
rebound the basketball.

“Regan comes in with 
limited varsity experi-
ence last season, but 
she has proven that she 
can come in and help 
her team out by playing 
with composure and 
working hard for us in 
the post. And Taylor 
also saw limited action 
last season, and we’ll 
look to her to settle in 
and knock down shots 
for us throughout the 
year.”

New to the team this 
year will be freshman 
guard Annie Smith.

“Annie is young but 
brings a lot of athleti-
cism to the table, and 
we will look to her for 
defensive intensity and 
pressure,” Roose said.

And Milton-Union is 
hoping all of that expe-
rience can translate into 
success in the Buckeye 
Division.

“Waynesville will once 
again be the favorite in 
the Buckeye Division of 
the SWBL,” Roose said. 
“Preble Shawnee could 
possibly also compete 
for a league title. We 
certainly would like 
to put ourselves in the 
mix, as well.

“Obviously contend-
ing for a league title is 
always a goal for us, but 
we would also like to 
advance in tournament 
play, as well.”

Contact Troy Daily News Sports 
Editor Josh Brown at jbrown@
aimmediamidwest.com, or follow @
TroyDailySports on Twitter. 
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Bulldogs have big shoes to fill this season

Photos by Josh Brown | Miami Valley Today
Milton-Union’s Rachel Thompson scores on a fast break last 
season.

Milton-Union’s Morgan Grudich 
goes for a layup last season.

Milton-Union’s Madison Jones 
looks to pass to a teammate 
last season.
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By Josh Brown
Troy Daily News

CASSTOWN — Taking 
over a program as a new 
coach is never easy.

Taking over for a legend-
ary coach like Allen Mack, 
though…

But that’s the position that 
Justin Roeth — who not only 
played under Mack during 
his high school days but also 
coached alongside him as an 
assistant later on — finds 
himself in this season as the 
new Miami East boys basket-
ball coach, but with his own 
closeness with the team and 
a coaching staff full of experi-
ence, he is in a good position 
to help the Vikings improve 
on last year’s 9-14 season.

“Following coach Mack, he 
left such a legacy to follow,” 
Roeth said. “I went to school at 
Miami East, so I played under 
coach Mack. Then I went off 
to college, and I was offered 
a teaching position at Miami 
East the same year coach Mack 
came back to coach the second 
time, so I was his JV coach for 
six years after he came back. 
It’s an interesting dynamic 
where I was a player for him 
and coached alongside him. 
Then I stopped coaching at 
the JV level, went down and 
revamped our youth program 
and got that rolling. So now 
coach Mack has left and here’s 
this new guy that’s not so new. 
I’m just excited to continue the 
winning tradition that coach 
Mack established and build 
off of the things that were a 
foundation with him in the 
program.

“Kevin Gump is now the 
varsity assistant for me after 
being on the girls side here, 
the JV coach is Brian Gil-
lespie, who was Piqua’s head 
coach two years ago and their 
boys varsity assistant last 
year, and Matt Rutledge is my 

freshman coach with 30-plus 
years of experience. So I’m 
really surrounded by a bunch 
of experience.”

But don’t expect to see an 
entirely new-look Viking style 
of play.

“There’s still a lot of the 
same schemes that we’re 

going to run and implement 
because they’ve been so suc-
cessful here,” Roeth said. “I 
just want to combine that 
with the things we see as 
strengths with athleticism, 
with ability to pressure the 
ball and ability to create more 
of an up-tempo look. And we 

feel like we have the kids in 
the program that we can do 
that with.”

And that all begins with a 
quartet of returning seniors 
in Brendon Bertsch, Aaron 
Lawrence, Keegan Mahaney 
and Tyler Stapleton, as well 
as junior Sam Zapadka.

“Those four seniors will all 
play a big factor in how we do 
this year as leaders,” Roeth 
said. “Last year as juniors, 
Brendon was the stable one 
on varsity. The others got min-
utes here and there. And we’re 
going to lean heavily on Sam, 
who is coming back and did 
extremely well last year. He’s 
extremely athletic, and he can 
get up and play around the rim 
a little bit.

“We’re going to be pretty 
young, too. We’re going to 
have four sophomores and 
three juniors on varsity, and 
out of those seven players, 
only Sam really has a lot of 
experience. But those kids 
just seem so eager and are 
ready to buy into the new 
culture, and the seniors are 
buying into it as well.”

Those sophomores are 
Brayden Young, a 6-foot 
guard/wing, Colin Gudorf, a 

6-5 post, and Dylan Thomp-
son and Noah King.

“Brayden is a real physical 
kid that can get to the basket 
and shoot the outside shot,” 
Roeth said. “Colin is the goal-
ie on the soccer team and is a 
real long, lanky kid that will 
provide an inside presence for 
us, and Dylan and Noah are 
both good shooters and good 
defenders.”

And with the Cross County 
Conference seeming wide open 
this year, Roeth is hopeful for 
the team’s league outlook.

“We want to be considered 
on of the favorites,” he said. 
“Time will tell. National Trail 
and Bethel are a couple of 
teams we know will be pretty 
tough, and Arcanum has a 
pretty good kid. But with 
some subtle changes to what 
we’re doing, some of these 
teams may be expecting a dif-
ferent Miami East, so we’re 
excited about what that could 
look like.”

In the end, though, Roeth 
wants his players thinking 
more about who they are than 
how many wins and losses 
they can pile up.

“We want to develop the 
team aspect more,” he said. 
“Once we develop that ‘we over 
me’ mentality, the wins will 
be something that falls into 
place. Doing the little things 
like hustling after loose balls, 
the bench cheering, giving 110 
percent effort at practice, the 
boys promoting good character, 
those are the things we’ve talk-
ed about. The boys are obvi-
ously wanting to win a confer-
ence title, but we are focusing 
more on the character aspects 
of what Miami East basketball 
is going to look like.”

Contact Troy Daily News Sports Editor Josh 
Brown at jbrown@aimmediamidwest.com, 
or follow 

@TroyDailySports on Twitter. ©2019 Miami 
Valley Today, all rights reserved.

Roeth takes over for legendary Viking coach Mack
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Miami East’s Brendon Bertsch drives to the basket last season.

By Rob Kiser
Piqua Daily Call

CASSTOWN — Miami 
East girls basketball coach 
Bruce Vanover smiles 
every time he hears the 
question.

“If I had a dollar for 
every time somebody 
asked me what we are 
going to do without Mor-
gan Haney,” Vanover said.

He gets the question.
The first team Division 

III All-Ohio guard set the 
single-season and single-
game scoring records at 
East, passed 1,000 career 
points despite missing 
her entire sophomore 
season with a knee injury 
and has gone on to play at 
the Division I University 
of Albany.

And while Vanover 
appreciates the talent 
of Haney, he also under-
stands the program didn’t 
come to an end when she 
graduated.

“You know, when I 
came here, the Current 
girls had just graduated,” 
Vanover said. “And the 
Cash girls and Leah Duni-
van had just graduated 
the year before that. They 
had strung some 20-plus 
win seasons together 
and everybody was kind 
of wondering what was 
going to happen.”

The Vikings have put 
together one success-
ful season after another 
and are coming off a 
17-9 season a year ago, 
that included a sectional 
championship.

And, while this year’s 
group is a young team, 
with just one senior and 
five returning lettermen, 
Vanover expects that suc-
cess to continue.

“These girls enjoy com-
peting,” Vanover said. 
“They have a fire in them. 
And that is not something 
I have to teach them. 
They already have it.”

Vanover praised his JV 
coach Gary Thompson.

“We have a lot of 
girls playing in the off-
season,” Vanover said. 
“Gary (Thompson) 
does a great job with 
that. And he lights a fire 
under them and gets 
them going. I don’t have 
to teach them that.”

Vanover is also excited 
with the addition of Kevin 
Evans to the staff as a var-
sity assistant.

“He is coming over 
from the boys program,” 
Vanover said. “I am really 
excited about that. He 
is going to help us with 
some things with our 
offense. He is very good 
about pointing out the 
little things and keeping 
us focused on that.”

And that smile Vanover 
gets when he is asked 
about Vanover?

That probably comes 
from what he has seen 
from Paxton Hunley.

Someone had to be the 
point guard after Haney 
,and Vanover feels like he 
has a good one in Hunley.

And Viking fans should 
to after what she did in 
the sectional champion-
ship game a year ago.

“If you remember, 
Morgan (Haney) got her 
third foul early in the 
second quarter,” Vanover 
said. “You could just feel 
all the air go out of our 
side of the gym. And 
Paxton (Hunley) came in 
an did a nice job.”

Also seeing some time 
at the point will be 5-foot-
8 junior Rori Hunley.

“Paxton (Hunley) has 
done a great job, not just 
running the point but 
scoring as well,” Vanover 
said. “I think we scored 60 
points in the first scrim-
mage. And she has Rori 
(Hunley) to back her up.”

While Miami East has 
only one senior, she is a 
good one.

Camryn Miller, a 5-8 
guard, is a three-year 
starter who averaged 
around 10 points a game 
last year. And she can 
score from the perimeter 
or in the pain.

“She came in in great 
shape,” Vanover said. 
“She is a good player and 

quicker than she has been 
in the past.”

The other two return-
ing letterwinners are 5-8 
junior Cadence Gross and 
5-9 junior Lauren Wright.

Also battling for play-
ing time are 6-foot junior 
Josie Crawford, 5-6 soph-
omore Chloe Aviles, 5-10 
sophomore Kayly Fetters, 
5-6 sophomore Kyleigh 
Kirby and 5-10 freshman 
Megan McDowell.

Splitting time between 
JV and varsity will be 5-6 
sophomore Grace Law-
son, 5-7 freshman Lindi 
Snodgrass and 5-5 fresh-
man Sera Rush.

“We have four or five 
girls battling for the last 
spot,” Vanover said. 
“They are going at it 
hard, but they under-
stand it is what is best 
for the team.”

East will continue to 
play an up-tempo style.

“We are going to get 
after it on defense and 
push it every chance we 
get on offense,” Vanover 
said. “We are going to 

look to push the ball as 
far out as we can (on 
defense).”

Once again, Vanover 
expects the Cross County 
Conference to be a chal-
lenge.

“I think you would have 
to say Tri-Village, since 
they only lost one girl 
to graduation,” Vanover 
said. “Franklin Monroe 
and Arcanum are going 
to be really strong. I like 
what the National Trail 
coach is doing. There are 
several other teams as 
well. The conference is 
going to be really strong 
and you are going to have 
to play well to be confer-
ence champion.”

And the non-conference 
schedule will be strong 
as ever, with Fairlawn 
and Milton-Union joining 
a list that includes West 
Liberty-Salem, Anna, 
Troy, Fort Loramie and 
Versailles.

“We play a very compet-
itive schedule,” Vanover 
said. “The only team we 
aren’t playing this year 
is Tippecanoe, because 
the MVL has an 18-game 
league schedule.”

Vanover hopes that will 
lead to a longer trip down 
the tournament trail.

“It is time to take it to 
that next level,” Vanover 
said. “We have had a lot 
of success since I have 
been here. But, we have 
never gotten that big 
win. A win in the district 
finals and getting to the 
regionals. Every team 
starts the year with the 
goal of getting to the 
state tournament.”

And Miami East is no 
exception — regardless 
of who is wearing the 
uniforms.

Contact Piqua Daily Call Sports 
Editor Rob Kiser at rkiser@
aimmediamidwest.com. 
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Miami East girls look to continue success

Miami East’s Camryn Miller is back for her senior season.

Miami East’s Rori Hunley gets 
off a shot last season.

Photos by Josh Brown | Miami Valley Today
Paxton Hunley battles for a rebound against Newton last season.

Miami East’s Sam Zapadka goes up for 
a shot in traffic last season.
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By Rob Kiser
Piqua Daily Call

COVINGTON — The post-
Sammi Whiteman era had to 
begin sometime.

And it is not like the Cov-
ington girls basketball team is 
without varsity experience.

But it may take a little time 
for the Buccaneers to get 
used to playing without the 
Ohio Division IV Player of 
the Year from a year ago, who 
is now a starter for Trevecca 
Nazarene.

Whiteman became the 
school’s all-time leading 
scorer last year and averaged 
25.4 points, 6.8 rebounds, 
3.5 assists and 3.3 steals as a 
senior, taking care of the bulk 
of the ball-handling duties.

The Buccs finished 20-4 a 
year ago, tying the regular 
season record for wins in a 
season.

And Covington has six 
returning letterwinners from 
that team.

But gone are Whiteman, the 
physical presence of Lauren 
Christian inside and Lillian 
Hamilton and Leah Poling.

“I think it was just that 
there was comfort with Sammi 
(Whiteman) out there,” first-
year coach Brandon Studebak-
er said. “Any time there was 
a pressure situation, Sammi 
could take over.”

And while Studebaker is 
a first-year coach, he is very 
familiar with the roster — 
especially the seniors.

“I coached the seniors 
in junior high both years,” 
Studebaker said. “And I have 
been with them since they 
were freshman (as varsity 
assistant). For the others, 
it may be a little bit of an 
adjustment with me going 
from assistant to head coach. 
But, we are going to do a lot 
of the same things we did 
with Jim (Meyer).”

The seniors include 5-foot-7 
guard/forwards Morgan Kim-
mel and Josie Crowell, 5-5 
guard Morgan Lowe and 5-5 
guard Autumn Rich.

Kimmel provides a physi-
cal presence, while the other 
three can all score from the 
perimeter.

“We have the two Mor-
gans,” Studebaker said. 
“Morgan Lowe is a little iffy 

right now with her back. Josie 
Crowell is back from injury 
this season and she is going 
to help us. She can play inside 
or outside.”

Two sophomores, who 
showed tremendous potential 
as freshman, are also back.

Claudia Harrington is a 5-6 
guard, while Makenzee Mas-
chino is a 5-10 guard/forward.

“Claudia (Harrington) will 
take over at point guard,” Mas-
chino said. “She played guard 
for us last year, but it is a little 
different when you are the 
point guard. Makenzee (Mas-
chino) is working her way 
back (from an ACL injury). We 

are hoping to have her back by 
mid-season.”

Ellie Hedges, a 5-7 guard, is 
the lone junior on the roster.

The remaining sophomores 
include 6-foot Claire Fraley; 
5-7 Bree Reynolds and 5-4 Mia 
Rodgers.

Rounding out the roster is 
5-3 freshman Meg Rogers.

“Claire (Fraley) is our only 
true post player,” Studebaker 
said. “She doesn’t have varsity 
experience, but we have some 
alumni players that will come 
in and work with her and help 
her get ready for the physical 
part of the game.”

Studebaker knows replacing 

Whiteman’s points — as well 
as her presence — will be a 
challenge.

Because of that, the Lady 
Buccs will play a more upt-
empo style this year.

“I think it will be tougher for 
us to score out of a half-court 
offense,” Studebaker said. 
“That’s why we are going to 
play more uptempo. We are 
going to pressure on defense 
and look to push the ball on 
offense.”

The schedule will again be a 
challenge, with teams like tra-
ditional state power Versailles 
on it.

“It is a tough schedule,” 
Studebaker said. “We get Ver-
sailles in the fourth game of 
the season. They have a new 
coach, but they still have a 
really strong team.”

The Cross County Confer-
ence will be a challenge as well.

“I think Tri-Village is still 
the team at the top,” Stude-
baker said. “They have the 
two 6-foot girls, which will be 
a real challenge when we play 
and the Sagester girl, who can 
light it up from outside. Frank-
lin Monroe and Arcanum will 
be really strong and I expect 
Miami East to be good as well.

“Realistically, I think we can 
be in the middle of the pack.”

Studebaker can’t wait for the 
opening weekend, with a road 
game at Houston, before host-
ing Fairlawn.

“They are both good teams,” 
Studebaker said. “The Houston 
game is always exciting because 
it is the first game. The Fair-
lawn game will be the annual 
alumni game and we will have 
the former players coming in 
and playing before we play.”

And embark in the post 
Sammi Whiteman era.

Contact Piqua Daily Call Sports Editor Rob 
Kiser at rkiser@aimmediamidwest.com.. 
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Studebaker takes over as Covington girls coach

Photos by Josh Brown | Miami Valley Today
Morgan Kimmel goes up for two points against Newton last year.

Covington’s Morgan Lowe gets off a 
shot during a game last season.

learning a new system.
“For sure,” he said. “We 

are implementing a whole 
new system. I think they 
are (getting better every 
day). Normally, you sched-

ule all your summer stuff 
in April and I didn’t get 
hired until May. But, what 
we did do in the summer, 
went pretty well.”

Covington will run 

something a little dif-
ferent from a motion 
offense.

“In the motion 
offense, you have spe-
cific places you are sup-
posed to be,” Ratermann 
said. “We are trying to 
give them a little more 
freedom. I think they 
are starting to under-
standing.”

The Buccaneers will 
play at man-to-man 
defense.

“Even with that, there 
are different forms of 
man defense,” he said.

As for the Cross 
County Conference, 
Ratermann knows one 
thing.

“Ever year, there are 
teams from the CCC 
that do well in the post-
season,” he said. “They 
always have two or 
three good teams. I have 
heard Arcanum should 
be really good. I don’t 
know a lot about the 
conference other than 
that.”

And, while he can’t 
wait to get started, he is 
more than happy to wait 
for as long as it takes.

Contact Piqua Daily Call Sports 
Editor Rob Kiser at rkiser@
aimmediamidwest.com. 
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Covington’s Makenzee Maschino 
brings the ball up the floor in a game 
last season.

By Rob Kiser
Piqua Daily Call

COVINGTON — Karl 
Ratermann may have to 
wait a little longer.

But he couldn’t be 
happier about that.

Ratermann — the 
first-year Covington 
coach after successful 
stints at Piqua and Fort 
Loramie — was still 
waiting for a lot of his 
players at press time as 
Covington was making a 
deep run in the Division 
VI football playoffs.

“I couldn’t be happier 
for Ty Cates (Covington 
football coach) and the 
football team,” Rater-
mann said. “To have 
some of the injuries 
they have had, they have 
shown a lot of resiliency. 
I hope they keep on win-
ning. I don’t care if our 
first game is the end of 
December.”

And Ratermann 
knows there are benefits 
to having players off 
that successful team.

“They have showed 
a lot of toughness and 
resiliency,” he said. 
“And hopefully, they will 
bring some of that to 
the basketball team.”

Ratermann’s decision 
to come to Covington 
was an easy one.

“I had been watching 
my son play for Fort 
Loramie the last couple 
years,” Ratermann said. 
“He just graduated last 
year. So I was looking 
to getting back into 
coaching. I wasn’t going 
to leave the area and I 
had been at Covington 
before (with Roger 
Craft).”

Ratermann said it will 
be a work in progress, 

Ratermann happy to play 
‘waiting’ game at Covington

Photos by Ben Robinson | GoBuccs.com
Covington’s Kleyton Maschino flies throught the air on his way to 
two points last season.

Covington’s Spencer Brumbaugh gets off a shot last season.

Covington’s Zach Kuntz scores two points last season.

SEE YOU
NEXT SPRING!
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By Rob Kiser
Piqua Daily Call

PLEASANT HILL — 
Ryan Fiely will be taking 
over for the Newton 
girls basketball program 
after coaching legend 
Steve Fisher retired.

And Fiely couldn’t be 
more excited.

He has been an assis-
tant coach for Greenville 
for a number of years.

“I have been an assis-
tant coach for my sister 
Rachel (Greenville 
varsity girls basketball 
coach Rachel Kerns),” 
Fiely said. “It was a win-
less program and we 
built it back up to where 
they will compete for 
the league title this year 
with Tippecanoe and 
Troy. I think we can do 
the same thing here.”

He is working with a 
young team this year.

Brooke Deeter — a 
5-foot-7 senior forward 
and the leading return-
ing scorer — is out with 
an injury right now.

“Hopefully, we will get 
her back by mid-Decem-
ber,” Fiely said.

The other senior is 5-7 
forward Jessica Mitchell; 
while the juniors are 
5-2 guard Jaden Stine, 
5-4 guard Tori Benedict 
and 5-7 forward Kailey 
Heisey. 5-1 guard Cam-
ryn Gleason, 5-11 center 
Katelyn Walters, 5-10 
center Hannah Beidel-
man, 5-6 guard Madal-
ynn Hughes, 5-3 guard 
Emma Szakal and 5-8 
forward Mercedes Craig.

“The kids are working 
really hard,” Fiely said. 
“They have been getting 
after it in practice and we 
did a lot of good things in 
our first scrimmage.”

Fiely isn’t sure — or 
concerned — about 
where the scoring is 
going to come from.

“Our offense is 
designed to get every-
body involved, not focus 
on one person,” he said. 
“It could be a different 
girl every night. Our first 
scrimmage, our leading 
returning scorer from 
last year (Brooke Deeter) 
didn’t play and another 
starter was out.”

Fiely said the competi-
tion for playing time is 
wide open.

“Right now, everybody 
is getting equal playing 
time,” he said. “And the 
kids have really been 
doing a great job.”

Offensively, Fiely hopes 
to be able to push the 
ball and play uptempo.

“I would like to 
do that,” he said. “It 
depends if our condi-
tioning holds up and so 
far it has.”

Defensively, Fiely 
wants to get after it.

“We would like to 
make the other team’s 
guard zig-zag as much as 

possible and wear them 
down,” he said.

Fiely knows the Cross 
County Conference will 
be a challenge.

“I think it will be top 
heavy,” he said. “Obvi-
ously, Tri-Village is 
going to be real strong 
again. Miami East has 
been good and I think 
they will be again. Other 
than that, I don’t know 
a whole lot about the 
conference. I think we 
finished in the top half 
of the conference last 
year and I would like to 
do that well again.”

Fiely is just ready to 
get the season started.

“We have been looking 
at the same faces in the 
gym for awhile,” he said 
with a laugh. “Every year, 
the team should get better 
and improve with each 
game. That should be the 
goal and I would hope this 
team does that.”

As he puts his stamp 
on the Newton girls bas-
ketball program.

Contact Piqua Daily Call Sports 
Editor Rob Kiser at rkiser@
aimmediamidwest.com. 
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Fiely ready to put his stamp on Newton girls program

Photos by Josh Brown | Miami Valley Today 
Newton’s Camryn Gleason chases down a loose ball last season.

Newton’s Brooke Deeter battles Covington’s Morgan Kimmel for a 
rebound last season.

By Rob Kiser
Piqua Daily Call

PLEASANT HILL — Gavin 
Spitler returns as Newton boys 
basketball coach.

And the Indians. coming off 
an 8-16 season, will be featur-
ing a young roster in terms of 
varsity experience.

The three with the most 
experience are 6-foot-0 senior 
Kleyson Wehrley, 5-10 junior 
Andrew Whittaker and 6-3 
junior Mitchell Montgomery.

“Kleyson (Wehrley) has been 
our second or third leading 
scorer the last couple years,” 
Spitler said. “Mitchell (Mont-
gomery) gives us some size 
at 6-3. Hopefully, we can get 
quite a bit out of those guys.”

Also in the mix for playing 
time are seniors Ethan Cook 
(5-9) and Pat Hughes (6-2), 
junior Ross Ferrell (6-1), 
sophomores Chandler Peters 
(5-5) and Quentin Smith (6-0) 
and freshman Hudson Mont-
gomery (5-10) and Harold 
Oburn (6-2).

Rounding out the roster 
are juniors Jack Ballard (6-4), 
Joshua Ecklebarger (5-5) 
Dylan Huber (5-9) and Amorie 
Maxwell (5-7) and 6-1 sopho-
more Clark Yoder.

“The guys have done a really 
nice job,” Spitler said. “Com-
ing in adapting to practice or 
high school basketball. Every-
body has been playing hard 
and we did some good things 
in our first scrimmage.”

One of the keys for the Indi-
ans success on offense will be 
decision making.

“When to push it and when 
to pull it out,” Spitler said. 
“And shot selection. I think 
that is one of the things the 
guys on last year’s team fig-
ured out late in the season and 

in the tournament. And hope-
fully, that can carry over to 
this team.”

Newton will mix things up 
defensively.

“We will play some 1-3-1 
zone and man-to-man 
defense,” Spitler said. “We 
want to focus on playing good 
solid defense, boxing out and 
getting on the boards.”

Spitler said fundamentals 
will be a real key for his teams.

“We have been working 
really hard on doing the little 
things,” he said. “And they 
have been doing a good job of 
that so far.”

Spitler sees the Cross County 
Conference as very balanced.

“I think there are a number 
of good teams,” Spitler said. 
“I think Arcanum has pretty 
much everybody back. Bethel 
should be good. I think Twin 
Valley South and Tri-Village 
will be good. Last year, it was 
a conference where anybody 
could beat anybody on any 
given night and I think it will 
be that way again this year.”

And Spitler hopes his team 
will make strides with every 
game and be one of those 
teams as well.

Contact Piqua Daily Call Sports Editor Rob 
Kiser at rkiser@aimmediamidwest.com 
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Newton boys basketball to feature young team

Photos by Lee Woolery | Miami Valley Today
Newton’s Mitchell Montgomery takes a shot last season.

Kleyson Wehrley is back for the Newton boys basketball team.

O
H

-7
01

60
08

8

UnityNationalBk.com

Serving families, businesses and communities for generations.

O
H

-7
00

90
75

6



Friday, November 29, 2019     9Miami Valley Today WINTER SPORTS PREVIEW

By Josh Brown
Troy Daily News

BRANDT — The Bethel 
boys basketball team may be 
leaving the Cross County Con-
ference in two years.

But two years is a long time 
before the Bees enter the Three 
Rivers Conference.

“We’ve got two years left in 
the CCC, and we want to make 
our mark in it,” Bethel coach 
Brett Kopp said. “Our juniors 
and seniors are not going to 
play in the Three Rivers Con-
ference. We’ve got great tradi-
tion here at Bethel, and this is 
a chance for our upperclassmen 
to leave their legacy behind.”

Bethel won back-to-back CCC 
championships before Twin Val-
ley South took home the crown 
last year, and with a large group 
of returning players from last 
year’s team, the Bees are hop-
ing to challenge for a league 
title and play in the district 
final once again after going 
12-11 and seeing their three-
year district streak snapped.

“We want to win a league 
title and compete for a dis-
trict championship,” Kopp 
said. “Every year that I’m the 
coach here, those are going to 
be our goals.”

And after graduating last 
year’s leading scorer Ken-
dal James, the return of three 
senior captains will help soften 
that blow as Nick Schmidt, 
Dylan Kelley and Cannon Dakin 
will all be looked at to lead the 
way this year. Kelley is a 6-foot 
center, Schmidt a 5-8 guard and 
Dakin a 6-0 guard, with another 

senior in 6-2 center Dylan Wil-
liams helping Kelley inside and 
6-3 junior guard-forward Ethan 
Rimkus adding experience to 
the lineup, as well.

“Nick was second-team all-
state in soccer, and he’s a solid 
basketball player in addition to 
being a great kid,” Kopp said. 
“He’s someone you know you 
can depend on, and he gets it. 
He’s not really a vocal leader, 
but he’s going to do what needs 
to be done and lead by exam-
ple. And Cannon didn’t get as 
much time as he could have last 
year, and that’s on me. But he’s 
worked so hard in the weight 
room and on his own game in 
the offseason, he was second-
team all-state in soccer, too, 
and he’s got a great personality. 
He can defend, he can score, he 

can handle the ball and he can 
defend again, and that’s what 
we’re going to need.

“Dylan Kelley and Williams 
both lettered last year, and 
they’re going to defend the 
others teams’ post players. 
They’re both going to have to 
rebound for us this year, too, 
because overall we aren’t very 
tall. And Ethan was second-
team all-league last year, and 
we’re going to put a lot on his 
shoulders this year. He’s going 
to have to be able to play and 
score and take the next step.”

The Bees have three more 
seniors that will be relatively 
new to the varsity level, also, 
led by 5-11 forward Trevor 
Walker and with 6-0 guard 
Blake Young and 6-3 center 
Chris Ahrens adding depth 

to the roster. Juniors Mason 
Brown, a 6-0 guard, and Zach 
Gross, a 6-2 forward, will also 
add to the team’s versatility.

“Trevor is just Old Man Bas-
ketball — he knows how to use 
his body well, and he’ll get us 
eight to 10 rebounds a game 
just because he was in the 
right position,” Kopp said. “He 
shoots it well and understands 
the game, and he’s going to 
help us a lot in those aspects.

“Mason was the quarterback 
of the football team, so he’s 
going to bring that experience 
and confidence to the basket-
ball court. He’s a good shooter 
and defender. And Zach is 
going to help us with his ath-

letic ability.”
Rounding out the roster will 

be a pair of sophomores in 5-7 
guard Casey Keesee and 6-2 
forward Will Reittinger.

“Will played freshman ball 
last year and was a receiver for 
the football team in the fall,” 
Kopp said. “He’s so long, and 
he can shoot it and is athletic. 
We’re excited to see what he 
can do. And Casey is a good 
player and can defend well.”

And even though the CCC 
would appear open this season, 
Kopp knows that his team will 
have to remain focused each 
night to achieve its goals.

“National Trail is going to 
be a very difficult challenge,” 
he said. “They were second to 
Twin Valley South last year, 
they’re well coached — well, 
all the teams in our league are 
well coached. But Trail’s got 
some players that will be a 
challenge for everyone. To me, 
I think they’re probably the 
favorite going in on paper. But 
Arcanum’s got some great kids, 
Miami East is always Miami 
East, even if they have a new 
coach, and Covington has a 
new coach, too.

“We’re going to have to play 
our best basketball those 12 
nights we have league games. 
There’s never going to be an 
easy night. Whether we’re the 
favorites or the underdogs, it’s 
going to be a battle every night.”

Contact Troy Daily News Sports Editor Josh 
Brown at jbrown@aimmediamidwest.com, 
or follow @TroyDailySports on Twitter. 
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Bees have unfinished business in CCC

Photos by Josh Brown | Miami Valley Today
Bethel’s Nick Schmidt passes around the Troy Christian defense last season.

Bethel’s Dylan Williams pulls up for a 
shot last season.

By Josh Brown
Troy Daily News

BRANDT — The 
Bethel girls basketball 
team has come a long 
way since Corey Steinke 
took over.

Now as he enters his 
fifth season, he’s hoping 
the Bees can take the next 
step — one that leads 
directly over the hump.

“We’ve finished around 
.500 the last couple of 
years,” Steinke said. 
“Some might think that’s 
not much of an accom-
plishment, but the team 
was winning only two or 
three games a season a 
few years ago, and now 
we’re staying competitive 
with everyone. (Being 
.500) is something that 
we’re proud of, but it’s 
also something we’re not 
content with.”

And with the Cross 
County Conference 
undergoing massive 
shifts as it enters the 
first of its final two sea-
sons, the Bees are hop-
ing to be able to climb 
the ladder a bit more 
this season and post a 
winning record overall 
after finishing the regu-
lar season 11-11 and fall-
ing in their first tourna-
ment game last year.

Going into the upcom-
ing season, the Bees have 
15 players in their pro-
gram between varsity and 
JV — and though they 
have a lot of experience 
coming back from last 
year’s team, they don’t 
have any seniors.

“We have seven juniors 
this year, and that’s 
a huge thing for us,” 
Steinke said. “We have 
zero seniors and one 
sophomore on varsity. So 
we’ve got a lot of game 
experience but we won’t 
lose anyone at the end of 
the season.”

Leading the way for 
Bethel will be a trio of 
guards: Liv Reittinger, 
Kenna Gray and Natalie 
Moorman.

“Liv is a slasher and 
also our muscle inside 
guard-wise,” Steinke 
said. “She shoots a good 

percentage from 3-point 
range, too. Kenna was 
our point guard last year 
and is our go-to player 
for everything. She led 
us in scoring, rebounds 
and steals last year, 
and she’s another great 
person we can count 
on. And Natalie is our 
lock-down defender and 
was second on the team 
in steals and assists last 
year. She’s been aggres-
sive this year in taking 
the ball to the basket, 
as well, and is probably 
one of the quickest girls 
in the area going to the 
basket.”

The Bees also have 
some size inside with Sam 
Wylie and Lydia Lowry.

“Sam and Lydia aren’t 
the tallest inside play-
ers around, but they’ve 
both got long wingspans 
and are smart with the 
basketball,” Steinke 
said. “They both aver-
aged around one block 
per game, too, so they’re 
smart on the defensive 
end, as well. They’ll 
both be huge contribu-
tors for us. I expect 
them to combine to lead 
us in rebounding and be 
contributors down low 
in our offense and on 
defense in our press.”

Rounding out the roster 
will be two more juniors 
in Kory King and Skylar 
Johnson and sophomore 
Leah Heffner.

“Kory only played JV 
last year and will be a 

Bethel girls look to post winning record

second lockdown defend-
er for us this year,” 
Steinke said. “She’s not 
a scorer, but she knows 
her role, which is to 
play defense and be the 
one on the floor that the 

opposition hates. Skylar 
is a great ball handler 
and knows the game, and 
she picks up things quick 
and does the little things 
that people don’t see. 
And Leah is a 5-foot-10 

sophomore that is learn-
ing. She’s played with 
some more muscle and 
toughness in scrimmages 
recently, which is impres-
sive to see.”

And Steinke is hoping 
that the experience his 
team has will help flip 
enough close results from 
last year to post a win-
ning season.

“There may be bet-
ter athletes out there, 
but our girls have more 
experience than half of 
them,” he said. “I hope 
that’s a factor for us. We 
may lack numbers, too, 
but we definitely don’t 
lack experience.”

Which could very well 
give Bethel an edge in a 
CCC landscape that could 
look very different from 
the past few years.

“I mean, having 
(Miami East’s) Morgan 
Haney and (Coving-
ton’s) Sammi White-
man graduate is a game 

changer,” Steinke said. 
“I still expect Tri-Village 
to be the favorite, and 
Arcanum should do well, 
too. But if we know who 
we are and what we’re 
trying to do as a team, 
after those two teams 
we feel like we can be 
competitive and maybe 
break into that upper 
half of the league.

“We’ve been at or 
near .500 the last couple 
years, and the goal now 
is to finally get over 
that hump. We’ve had a 
chance in the last couple 
games of the season the 
last couple years but just 
couldn’t get there. So 
getting past that mark is 
a goal, and also putting 
together a little run in 
the tournament, as well.”

Contact Troy Daily News Sports 
Editor Josh Brown at jbrown@
aimmediamidwest.com, or follow @
TroyDailySports on Twitter. 
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Josh Brown | Miami Valley Today
Bethel’s Kenna Gray drives around a Troy defender last season.

Lee Woolery | Miami Valley Today 
Bethel’s Olivia Reittinger hits 
a 3 during a game last season.
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By Josh Brown
Troy Daily News

TROY — Halfway 
through last season, 
everything changed for 
the Troy Christian girls 
basketball team.

In the first of two meet-
ings against rival Legacy 
Christian — which the 
Eagles tied with for the 
Metro Buckeye Confer-
ence title the previous 
year — freshman phenom 
and leading scorer at the 
time Sarah Johnson went 
down with a season-end-
ing injury, and the Eagles 
went from a 9-1 start to a 
17-7 finish, including 10-2 
and second in the MBC 
behind the Knights.

This year, though, with 
Johnson healthy and a 
host of returners around 
her, Troy Christian is 
hoping to climb back to 
the top of the league and 
compete with Legacy 
Christian for the crown 
once more.

“We were second in 
the league to Legacy last 
year, and we tied with 
them for the league title 
the year before,” Troy 
Christian coach Tony 
Ferraro said. “And we’ve 
got all but two of our 
girls back from last year, 
so our goals are to win 
the league title and make 
some noise in the district 
tournament.”

Johnson led the Eagles 
in scoring as a freshman 
with 10.5 points per game 
— sixth in the MBC over-
all — and led the team in 
rebounds with seven per 
game in only 11 games.

“Sarah is recovering 
from an ACL injury, and 

that injury stopped her 
from having what would 
have been a big second 
half of the season last 
year,” Ferraro said. “She’s 
on the mend now, though, 
and we expect her to be 
one of our leading scorers 
and rebounders.”

Also returning for the 
Eagles are junior guards 
Morgan Taylor and Erin 
Schenk, as well as senior 
post Sarah Earhart, the 
team’s only senior.

Earhart was the Eagles’ 
second-leading scorer 
with 8.8 points, as well 
as 5.9 rebounds and a 
league-leading 2.5 blocks 
per game. Schenk was 
next in scoring with 8.2 
points, 2.3 rebounds, 1.9 
steals and 1.3 assists per 
game,and Taylor did a 
bit of everything with 5.6 
points, 5.9 rebounds, 3.4 
steals — second in the 
MBC — and 2.6 assists 
per game.

“Sarah’s our only 
senior, and she’s one of 
the best shooters in the 
area,” Ferraro said. “She 
led the league in blocks 
and was our second-lead-
ing rebounder, too. She 
can play. And Morgan 
and Erin are both good 
ball handlers, can shoot 
the outside shot and play 
tenacious defense.”

Sophomore Sydney 
Taylor also returns after 
posting 3.0 points, 2.2 
rebounds and 1.2 steals 
per game her freshman 
year, and juniors Chelsea 
and Megan Baker and 
sophomores Margo Long 
and Laura Waltz will help 
add depth to the roster.

“Sydney is extremely 
athletic and is good at 

taking the ball to the 
hoop,” Ferraro said. 
“Megan is a very, very 
smart basketball player 
and is good at going to 
the hoop. Chelsea is a 
lights-out shooter and 
has really improved her 
defensive game. And 
Margo and Laura both 
had really good summers, 
and we will expect them 
to contribute this year.”

Troy Christian knows 
it will have a tall task 
in handling Legacy 
Christian, though, which 
returns a lot of firepower 

from its league champion-
ship and regional semifi-
nalist team from last year.

“It’s going to be very 
similar to last year,” Ferra-
ro said. “Legacy Christian 
is state-ranked and is No. 
1 in the area entering the 
year. But we are looking 
to make things uncom-
fortable for them. It’s a 
friendly rivalry between 
us, too. A lot of the girls 
play AAU ball together, 
so it’s always a fun night 
when we play them. We 
were playing pretty even 
with them until Sarah 

(Johnson)’s injury in that 
first meeting, but with her 
on the mend it should be a 
good game again.

“Our goal is always to 
win a league title and the 
sectional tournament and 
maybe even make some 

noise in the district tour-
nament if we get that far.”
Contact Troy Daily News Sports 
Editor Josh Brown at jbrown@
aimmediamidwest.com, or follow @
TroyDailySports on Twitter. 
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Healthy TC girls look to contend in MBC

Photos by Josh Brown | Miami Valley Today
Troy Christian’s Sarah Johnson lays the ball in last season.

Troy Christian’s Sarah Earhart pulls up for a shot last season.

By Josh Brown
Troy Daily News

TROY — The Troy Chris-
tian boys basketball team may 
have gone 16-8 last season and 
finished tied for second in the 
Metro Buckeye Conference.

But the Eagles’ young play-
ers last year all gained valu-
able experience, and the team 
brings back the vast majority 
of its varsity minutes from last 
year as it looks to retake the 
top spot in the MBC in the first 
of two final seasons before it 
moves on to a new league.

“We’re excited about this 
year,” Troy Christian coach 
Ray Zawadzki said. “We’ve got 
eight seniors, and we’ve got two 
other returning varsity players, 
one junior and one sophomore, 
and one new guy. So nine of 
our 10 guys have varsity experi-
ence, and anytime you can go 
into a season with nine guys 
with varsity experience, you’re 
excited. Because we’re a little 
further ahead, so hopefully it 
will give us a little head start 
coming out of the gate.”

Those eight seniors for the 
Eagles are Izaak Frantom, Isaac 
Gray, Brady Clawson, Connor 
Peters, Aaron Gillespie, Jordan 
Isenbarger, Tyler Jackson and 
Nathan Waltz, with Waltz being 
new to the team.

Gray led the team in scoring 
last season with 8.3 points and 
2.4 rebounds per game, while 
Clawson was right behind 
with 7.9 points and is the lead-
ing returning rebounder 4.6 
rebounds per game. And Peters 
led the team in assists last year 
with 2.3 per game and added 
5.8 points and 2.6 rebounds 

per game. Frantom did a bit 
of everything, as well, with 
4.5 points, 2.3 rebounds, 2.2 
assists and 2.2 steals per game.

“Izaak is a three-year varsity 
letterman and will run the 
point for us. He’ll be in charge, 
and he’ll direct the team. He’ll 
be our defensive stopper, he’ll 
ignite the team and the kids 
will follow his lead. We have 
our leading scorer back in Isaac 
Gray, and he’s put more time 
into his game than anybody 
on our roster. He can really 
stroke it and get to the rim. 
And Brady, at 6-foot-4 in Divi-
sion IV, he can be a force. He’s 
just dominated our first couple 
scrimmages on the offensive 
glass, and he’s getting us easy 
buckets. We’re counting on a 
big season from him.

“Connor Peters is another 
returning starter. He was all-
state in soccer, and soccer 

players have a special vision on 
the basketball court. They see 
things before other players do, 
and Connor’s like that.

Senior guard Tyler Jackson 
contributed 2.2 points per 
game, while seniors Gillespie 
and Isenbarger, junior Chas 
Schemmel and sophomore 
Lucas Day all saw limited var-
sity action.

“Tyler played varsity last year 
and came on late, started out 
with some injuries. We were 
so excited to see how he grew 
over the summer,” Zawadzki 

said. “He had 16 points in one 
half against Middletown Chris-
tian last year, so he can heat up 
quick. Aaron was the leading 
scorer on JV two years ago and 
had to sit out last year with an 
injury, and we’re hoping to get 
him back.

“Jordan is our best athlete and 
can get above the rim at 5-10, 
and he’s so quick. And Nathan is 
new to the team and brings a lot 
of competitiveness and deter-
mination to the team. Chas will 
back up the point guard posi-
tion and can defend, rebound 

and do all the little things. And 
Lucas is progressing quicker 
than we thought he would and 
playing at a higher level.”

Even with all of that experi-
ence coming back, though, 
Zawadzki said the Eagles 
were picked in the preseason 
to finish behind Emmanuel 
Christian, which it tied with for 
second in the MBC last year 
with an 11-3 record behind 13-1 
Legacy Christian. And beyond 
that, Troy Christian is hoping 
that, after two seasons in Divi-
sion III, a return to D-IV means 
a better path in the postseason.

“We’re still picked to finish 
second, though, and Emman-
uel Christian is picked first,” 
Zawadzki said. “They’ve got a 
huge corps returning also — 
they only lost one player from 
their district team. But it’s 
good motivation for our kids. 
Our goal, very simply, is to win 
our conference. The kids have 
put a lot of time into that, and 
it’s something they want to 
accomplish this year. And the 
neat thing? We play Emmanuel 
at their place in the last game 
of the year.

“The other good news for 
us is that we are Division IV 
by two boys, and being D-III 
has been a difficult adjustment 
for us. But we’re back in our 
comfort zone in D-IV, where we 
belong, so we’re excited about 
that, too. When you’ve got 
eight seniors, you’ve got to take 
advantage of it.”

Contact Troy Daily News Sports Editor Josh 
Brown at jbrown@aimmediamidwest.com, 
or follow @TroyDailySports on Twitter. 
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Eagles look to lean on veterans this season

Troy Christian’s Isaac Gray hits one of 
his five 3-pointers during a tournament 
game last season.

Photos by Josh Brown | Miami Valley Today 
Troy Christian’s Izaak Frantom passes the ball around a Miami East defender 
during a tournament game last season.
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By Rob Kiser
Piqua Daily Call

SIDNEY — The num-
bers may be down a little 
bit.

But Lehman Catholic 
girls basketball coach 
Craig Hall will take qual-
ity over quantity.

So, Hall feels like the 
Cavaliers can overcome 
the small numbers on the 
roster.

“The numbers are a lit-
tle down this year,” Hall 
said. “My first year, we 
had nine girls. This year, 
we have 10. But, it is 
well known that the girls 
soccer and volleyball 
programs (where most 
of his players were in the 
fall) are two of the most 
successful programs at 
Lehman. You don’t have 
to have basketball talent 
to be able to have suc-
cess. Getting after it on 
defense and rebounds 
are all about heart and 
desire.”

Which is why Hall is 
hopeful of success this 
season.

The seniors include 
guards Rylie McIver, 
Lauren McFarland and 
Hope Anthony.

McFarland is the lead-
ing returning scorer from 
a year ago, when she 
averaged 7.9 points to go 
with 2.2 steals and 2.7 
rebounds.

McIver averaged 4.6 
points, 3.6 rebounds, 2.8 
steals and 1.3 assists; 
while Anthony averaged 
2.6 points, 3.0 rebounds 
and 1.5 steals.

“Lauren McFarland 
is a good player,” Hall 
said. “Rylie McIver has 
worked really hard on 
her perimeter game and 
is improved from last 
year and Hope Anthony 
is a solid player.”

The juniors include 
guard Anna Cianciolo 
and wing Emma Ken-

nedy, who split time last 
year between JV and 
varsity.

Cianciolo averaged 5.2 
points, 1.3 assists and 
1.5 steals.

“Emma (Kennedy) has 
been a post player,” Hall 
said. “But, at 5-foot-8, we 
are going to have her on 
the perimeter and she 
has been working hard 
on that. Anna Cianciolo 
will be the point guard 
and she can do that.”

The sophomores will 
be 5-11 Heidi Toner and 
guard Colleen O’Leary, 
who spent most of last 
season on the JV team.

“Heidi (Toner) is our 
only true post,” Hall 
said. “She is going to 

have to step up and she 
has been working hard. 
Colleen (O’Leary) gives 
us another guard.”

Rounding out the ros-
ter are junior Maggie 
Bezy and freshman Tori 
Lachey and Caroline 
Wesner.

“Maggie (Bezy) will 
give us some depth,” 
Hall said. “Holy Angels 
didn’t have an eighth 
grade team last year, so I 
don’t think the two fresh-
man played basketball 
last year.”

Hall wants to be upt-
empo and be aggressive 
on defense.

“I think we are going 
to have to be,” he said. 
“That and we need to be 

able to shoot well from 
the perimeter.”

As for the Northwest 
Central Conference, Hall 
hopes to be right in the 
thick of things.

“Last year, we finished 
second to Marion Elgin,” 
he said. “We lost to them 
in overtime on the road. 
So, we were right there. 
I would like to think 
we could be right there 
again.”

With a team that fea-
tures quality over quan-
tity.

Contact Piqua Daily Call Sports 
Editor Rob Kiser at rkiser@
aimmediamidwest.com.
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Lehman girls team features quality, not quantity

Photos by Mike Ullery | Miami Valley Today
Anna Cianciolo goes up for two points for Lehman Catholic last season.

Lehman Catholic’s Rylie McIver grabs a rebound last season.

Lehman Catholic’s Lauren McFarland scores two points last season.

By Rob Kiser
Piqua Daily Call

SIDNEY — Lehman 
Catholic second-year boys 
basketball coach Pat Car-
lisle looks for improve-
ment on last year’s 8-15 
season.

Carlisle, a successful 
coach at Columbus State 
Community College, who 
also coached at Vandalia-
Butler and has been an 
assistant at Wittenberg 
University, feels like there 
are advantages to having 
a full season under his 
belt at Lehman.

“We did lose four 
seniors that between 
them made up a quite a 
bit of the playing time 
last year,” Carlisle said. 
“But, as far as relation-
ships and things like that 
with the players, we are 
head of last year.”

Carlisle has four return-
ing lettermen and four 
more players that will 
make up an eight-man 
rotation this year.

Two players who aver-
aged around double fig-
ures in scoring last year 
— 6-foot-1 senior Brendan 
O’Leary and 6-2 junior 
Luke Frantz — are back.

Joining them will be 
6-2 senior Gabe Knapke 
and 5-10 senior Drew 
Barhorst.

“Brendan (O’Leary) 
and Luke (Frantz) are 
our leading scorers 
returning from last 
year,” Carlisle said.

The four newcomers 
are 5-9 junior Landen 
McIver, 6-1 sophomore 
Michael McFarland, 5-10 
sophomore David Ross-
man and 6-5 freshman 
Justin Chapman.

“In a perfect world, all 

eight will see equal play-
ing time,” Carlisle said.

Chapman will provide 
the Cavaliers with some 
much needed size.

“Hopefully, Justin 
Chapman will adjust to 
the high school game,” 
Carlisle said. “He has 
been doing well and he 
gives us some size. In 
Division IV, size is not as 
important. We will use a 
lot of four-guard looks.”

Which means the Cava-
liers will look to push the 
ball when the opportu-
nity is there and mix it 
up on defense.

“You have to (mix it 
up on defense),” Carlisle 
said. “You can’t just play 

one defense. We will 
show some man and 
some zone looks.”

Carlisle expects the 
Northwest Central Con-
ference to be improved 
this season.

“I think it will be much 
stronger than last year,” 
Carlisle said. “Along with 
Perry and Upper Scioto 
Valley, who were strong 
last year, I think you will 
have teams like Ridge-
mont and Hardin North-
ern who were playing a 
lot of young players last 
year and have everybody 
back.”

Lehman finished third 
in the conference a year 
ago.

“We had a real strong 
showing last year, fin-
ishing third out of nine 
teams,” Carlisle said. 
“We hope to do well 
again. The conference is 
definitely on the rise this 
year.”

Lehman will again 
playing in the WPTW 
Holiday Classic at Piqua, 
getting two games in on 
the same floor they will 
play in the sectional tour-
nament at.

Lehman will play Troy 
Christian in the opening 
round of the holiday tour-
nament this year.

“Hopefully, that will 
benefit us in the post-
season,” Carlisle said. 

“Because the sectional is 
a really tough sectional.”

Carlisle said he is 
happy with what he has 
seen so far.

“The numbers are up a 
little this year,” he said. 
“We have 18 boys out. 
They have been working 
really hard and will repre-

sent Lehman well.”
As Carlisle looks to 

build on his first season 
with the program.

Contact Piqua Daily Call Sports 
Editor Rob Kiser at rkiser@
aimmediamidwest.com. 
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Lehman Catholic boys look for improvement this season

Rob Kiser | Miami Valley Today
Lehman Catholic’s Luke Frantz is back this season.

Mike Ullery | Miami Valley Today
Lehman Catholic’s Brendan O’Leary goes high for a rebound last 
season.
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By Rob Kiser
Piqua Daily Call

BRADFORD — Jay Hall 
gets it.

The first year Bradford boys 
basketball coach didn’t hesitate 
to take over a program that has 
gone 1-45 the last two seasons.

It sees it as opportunity.
Hall, the grandson of the 

legendary Tubby Wilson, led 
Stivers to a district final and 
also coached Newton.

Last year, he was an assis-
tant coach at Covington.

“I think it is a great oppor-
tunity,” Hall said. “I don’t 
think the talent is reflective 
of 1-45. We just need to put 
some things together. This isn’t 
about me. It is about the kids.”

And he knows it starts with 
continuity in the program.

“The seniors are on their 
fourth basketball coach in 
four years,” Hall said. “In 
football, they have had three 
or four. When a coach is tell-
ing you to bust your butt, 
why would you do that when 
you know he is going to be 
gone in two months. That is 
one of the reasons I took a 
teaching job here.

“I want the kids to under-
stand. I am not driving here 
30-40 minutes just to be with 
them an hour and a half at prac-
tice every day. I felt like it was 
important to be in the school 
during the day and be part of 
the community.”

Hall said the turnaround 
will start with fundamentals.

“We are spending about 
75-80 percent of the time in 
building fundamentals,” Hall 
said. “Because sometimes 
when you are running plays, 
that can just get in the way of 
fundamentals. I know we are 
not going to Columbus. But, 

that doesn’t mean I am lower-
ing my expectations. I don’t 
expect to win every game, but 
I expect to win the next one.”

The varsity includes seniors 
Kegan Fair, Gaven Trevino 
and Jay Roberts; juniors 
Taven Leach, Connor Jones, 
Austin Crickmore and Gage 
Wills; and freshman Parker 
Davidson.

Guys who could work their 
way up to varsity include 
junior Dustin Glick; sopho-
mores Aiden Beachler, TJ 
Brewer, Jarrett Richardson-
Welch, and Devine Carine; 
and freshman Bobby Gray, 
Dalten Skinner, Landon Mon-
nin and Ben Kitts.

“I told them that nobody 
is guaranteed anything when 
you are 1-45,” Hall said. “If 
the younger players are better, 
then they are going to play.”

Hall would like to push the 
ball on offense and mix things 
up on defense.

“I think anytime you can 
push the ball, you have 
an advantage,” Hall said. 
“Whether we are going to be 
able to do that remains to be 
seen. On defense, we would 
like to mix things up. But, we 
have some combinations that 

are more comfortable with 
one defense and other com-
binations that are more com-
fortable with the other one.”

As for the Cross County Con-
ference, Hall sees a balance.

“There are some really 
good teams at the top,” Hall 
said. “Arcanum, National 
Trail — I know this will sur-
prise people, but Covington 
has a lot of talent. Miami 
East has a new coach in Jus-
tin Roeth, but he knows the 
game. Bethel is another team 

that will be in there.”
As for his team, Hall knows 

it is about the long haul.
“We are not going to 

Columbus (the state tourna-
ment),” Hall said. “We know 
that. But, that doesn’t change 
my expectations. We got off 
to a late start because of foot-
ball. All but one of our top 
guys played football and were 
a little banged up at the end 
of the season.”

But, Hall understands — 
somebody has to be the group 

that starts to turn the pro-
gram around.

And why not this group?
“Any time you have a 

chance to make a difference 
in a young person’s life, you 
should take it,” Hall said.

And he intends to be at 
Bradford for the long haul.

Contact Piqua Daily Call Sports Editor Rob 
Kiser at rkiser@aimmediamidwest.com. 
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Bradford boys look to begin turnaround

Mike Ullery | Miami Valley Today
Bradford’s Kegan Fair drives the lane for the Railroaders last season.

Rob Kiser | Miami Valley Today
Gage Wills is back for the Bradford 
boys basketball team this season.

By Rob Kiser
Piqua Daily Call

BRADFORD — The 
Bradford girls basketball 
team was playing as 
well anybody at the end 
of last season.

The 18-7 Lady Rail-
roaders took top seed Tri-
Village into overtime in 
the sectional final.

And with most of that 
lineup intact, there is no 
reason to think this won’t 
be another outstanding 
season for Chris Beseck-
er’s squad in his second 
year as coach.

“I would say the expec-
tations are higher this 
season,” Besecker said.

But, none of this is a 
surprise for Besecker, 
who coached the sopho-
mores and juniors when 
they are in junior high.

“These girls had a lot 
of success in junior high,” 
Besecker said. “They are 
a talented group.”

One big concern is 
replacing 6-foot post 
Bianca Keener in the 
post. Keener averaged 9.3 
points and 6.5 rebounds 
a year ago. Skipp Miller 
who suffered a knee 
injury in the middle of the 
season last year is also 
not back.

Remi Harleman, a 5-8 
freshman, will be filling 
the post spot this year.

“Remi (Harleman) has 
done a nice job for us 
(in the summer and pre-
season),” Besecker said. 
“There are times we 
will have five perimeter 
players out there. Cassie 
(Mead) can guard peo-
ple in the post.”

That is not a bad thing 
when you have the tal-
ent Bradford has on the 
perimeter.

Leading the way is 5-5 
sophomore Austy Mill-
er, who averaged 15.2 
points and 6.3 rebounds 
per game.

The juniors include 5-4 
Emily Canan (5.0 points 
per game), 5-7 Cassie 

Mead (4.0 ppg) and 5-3 
Abby Gade (3.0 ppg).

The other sopho-
mores include 5-4 Rylee 
Canan (4.8 ppg) and 5-3 
Abby Fike.

And the numbers 
don’t really tell the 
story. All six are. dan-
gerous players at the 
offensive end.

“They can all put 
the ball in the basket,” 
Besecker said. “We 
have been struggling a 
little on the offense in 
the preseason. Cassie 
(Mead) has probably 
been playing the best. 
But, it is coming.”

And added plus would 
be if Besecker gets 5-5 
sophomore Alexis Bar-
horst back.

But, Beskecker knows 
that may not happen as 
Barhorst is coming back 
from a knee injury.

“I feel really good 
about my seven-man 
rotation,” Besecker 
said. “We won’t know 
about Alexis until 
December. That would 
be a bonus if we get her 
back, because she was 

playing really well when 
she went down.”

Rounding out the ros-
ter are a talented group 
of freshman that include 
5-3 Isabella Hamilton, 
5-2 Belle Burgett, 5-4 
Cheyanne Buchanan, 5-2 
ShayLeigh Swick, 5-5 
Maddy Timmons and 
5-5 Sarah Beckstedt.

What has pleased 
Besecker the most so 
far is his team’s defense.

“They are getting 
better all the time with 
their on-ball defense,” 
Besecker said. “The 
main reason we play man 
defense is to put pressure 
on the ball. There should 
be pressure on the ball 
at all times — or you are 
not playing man defense. 
We want to pressure the 
ball to make it more dif-
ficult to get it inside.”

The Railroaders will 
be put to the test right 
away — opening with 
Tri-Village.

“Tri-Village is the top 
of the mountain (in the 
Cross County Confer-
ence) and everybody 
else is trying to get 

there,” Besecker said. 
“Arcanum and Franklin 
Monroe should be right 
up there. Miami East is 
always good. I still think 
Covington will be pretty 
good and you have some 
other teams like Nation-
al Trail and Bethel.”

Besecker looks for-
ward to the challenge 
the CCC brings.

“That is one of the 
things I could see when 
I was coaching in junior 
high,” he said. “That 
there was some great 
talent spread through-
out this conference.”

Including Bradford, 
which has expectations 
on the rise heading into 
this season.

Contact Piqua Daily Call Sports 
Editor Rob Kiser at rkiser@
aimmediamidwest.com. 
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Expectations on the rise for Bradford girls basketball

Rob Kiser | Miami Valley Today
Bradford guard Austy Miller flies to the basket in a game last season.

Mike Ullery | Miami Valley Today
Bradford’s Abby Fike drives the lane last season.

Mike Ullery | Miami Valley Today
Bradford’s Abby Gade gets off a shot during the tournament run 
last season.
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By Josh Brown
Troy Daily News

and Rob Kiser
Piqua Daily Call

MIAMI COUNTY — 
One Miami East wrestler 
made history last year.

This year, the Vikings 
will make some more.

Miami East’s boys wres-
tling program will not 
only be taking aim at a 
state title, but it will also 
field a female wrestling 
team for the first time 
after Olivia Shore became 
only the second female 
wrestler in Ohio ever to 
qualify for the state boys 
tournament.

“We have a young 
team but a good deal of 
wrestling experience, and 
we’re looking to be com-
petitive in every dual and 
tournament we wrestle 
in,” Miami East coach 
Mark Rose said. “We are 
also starting a female 
wrestling team that will 
compete in the first ever 
girls state tournament 
sponsored by the Ohio 
Wrestling Coaches Asso-
ciation. We will field a 
full girls team with every 
weight class filled.”

On the boys side, 
sophomore Max Shore 
returns to lead the way 
after finishing as an indi-
vidual state runner-up 
in his freshman season. 
Also back is junior Olivia 
Shore, who was a state 
qualifier at 106, and a 
pair of state alternates 
in junior Jarrett Winner 
(182) and sophomore 
David Davis (132). Senior 
and two-time state quali-
fier Kaleb Nickels (145) 
also returns after not 
competing last season.

Also back are junior 
district qualifiers Gar-
rett Kowalak (126) and 
Coleman Demmitt and 
sophomore district quali-
fier Eli Strubler. Fresh-
man Dustin Winner (195) 
and Cooper Shore (106) 
join the team after plac-
ing at state in junior high, 
as does freshman Jayden 
Skeeby (220). Sophomore 
Cael Rose (285) will also 
be new to the team after 
missing last year due to 
an injury.

• Troy Christian
The Troy Christian 

wrestling team’s goals 
are simple.

They want to be the 
best in the state.

“Our goal is to win the 
state duals and the indi-
vidual state tournament,” 
said Troy Christian coach 
Steve Goudy.

And with five returning 
state qualifiers from last 
year, as well as a couple 
athletes coming back 
from injuries, the Eagles 
could very well have the 
firepower to accomplish 
those goals.

Leading the way is 
three-time state placer 
and former state cham-
pion Ethan Turner. The 
senior, who recently com-
mitted to wrestle at the 

University of Missouri, 
has never placed lower 
than third at the state 
tournament, winning an 
individual title his sopho-
more year and finishing 
as the runner-up last 
season.

Also back are: seniors 
Caleb Schroer, who 
placed fifth at state last 
year, and Caleb Mont-
gomery, who was a state 
qualifier; junior Austin 
Awan, who placed sixth 
at state last year; and 
sophomore Troy Ken-
nedy, who placed seventh 
at state last year. Mason 
Turner also returns after 
missing the postseason 
with an injury last year, 
and senior Andrew Shaf-
fer was a state placer two 
years ago but missed last 
season with an injury.

• Troy
The Troy wrestling 

team is hoping to return 
to the state tournament 
this year, and the Trojans 
have a pair of returning 
district qualifiers to lead 
the way.

Senior Carlos Quintero 
is one of those returning 
district qualifiers and will 
wrestle at 152 or 160, and 
sophomore Zach Evans 
— who will wrestle at 
113 or 120 — was a dis-
trict qualifier as a fresh-
man last year. Also back 
is senior Carson DeHart 

(152/160), who missed 
the last two seasons with 
medical issues. Freshman 
Tyler Plunkett (145/152) 
will help add depth to the 
lineup as the team com-
petes in its first season 
in the new Miami Valley 
League.

“We want to finish in 
the top three as a team 
and have one or two 
individual champions 
in the MVL,” said Troy 
coach Doug Curnes, who 
is back for his 12th year 
with the team. “We also 
want to have multiple 
athletes wrestling in 
Columbus in March, and 
we want to show growth 
in every athlete.”

• Piqua
Scott Kaye returns for 

his 25th season as Piqua 
wrestling coach.

The Indians will be led 
by Lance Reaves-Hicks 
(285), a returning district 
qualifier, two-time all area 
honorable mention and 
two-time GWOC scholar 
athlete.

Other returning letter-
winners include juniors 
Isaac Bushnell and Bryce 
Short; and sophomore 
Beth Herndon.

Also on the roster with 
past wrestling experience 
are junior Tyrese Mixon; 
sophomores Brayden 
Offenbacher, Andru 
Hollopeter and Quentin 

Neal and freshman Pey-
ton Offenbacher, Brady 
Mikolajewski and Isaac 
Watson.

“We want to make a 
season long committment 
towards reaching the 
goals of beating Sidney, 
become competitive in 
dual meets, representing 
the district positively and 
qualifying for the postsea-
son,” Kaye said.

He is hoping for a top 
five finish in the MVL.

• Covington
Eric Vanderhorst 

returns as Covington 
wrestling coach.

The Buccaneers are 
coming off their highest 
winning percentage ever 
last season, 95 percent.

The Buccs won the unof-
ficial Cross County Con-
ference title and advanced 
to the regional semifinals 
in the state duals.

Covington won the 
Troy Invitational and 
finished second at the 
GMVWA and LCC Invi-
tational, finishing with a 
record of 166-6.

And Covington will 
have some extra motiva-

tion this year.
“We will be dedicat-

ing this season to eighth 
grade student and former 
Covington wrestler Kam-
den Hughes, who suffered 
a traumatic brain injury 
in a car accident this 
summer and is battling 
back from a coma and 
broken bones, and has 
now regained conscious-
ness and is working hard 
re-learning things,” Van-
derhorst said.

Covington returns state 
placers Cael Vanderhorst, 
who finished fourth last 
year as a sophomore and 
Kellan Anderson.

Lost to graduation were 
Keringten Martin, Gavin 
McReynolds, Riley Rich-
ards and Dylan Burns.

The seniors this year 
include Jesse Fisher, Aus-
tin Flick and Dylan Staudt. 
Flick is a returning state 
alternate, while Fisher was 
a district qualifier.

The junior class 
includes Trentin Alex-
ander, Kellan Anderson, 
Duncan Cooper, Devin 
Newhouse, David Rob-
inson, Deacon Shields, 
Bryce Smith, Clayton 

Stephan and Vanderhorst. 
Alexander and Cooper 
were district qualifiers 
last year.

The sophomore class 
includes Scott Blumen-
stock, Adam Brewer, 
Caleb Miller, Connor Sid-
nelir, Ricky Stephan and 
Jenson Wagner. Sindelier 
was a district qualifier 
last year.

Rounding out the ros-
ter are freshman Dalton 
Bishop, Tanner Garrett, 
Kaden Hughes, Aaron 
Jackson, Trey Kiser, 
Banks Koffer, Brian Mor-
rison and Corey Turner.

• Milton-Union
The Milton-Union 

wrestling program will be 
very young this season, 
but the future definitely 
looks bright after the 
team took a big leap in 
numbers.

“This is a very excit-
ing year, as our team size 
grows from nine wrestlers 
to 21,” Milton-Union 
assistant coach Andrew 
Slonkosky said. “Our team 
will be built around under-
classmen, with five sopho-
mores and 11 freshmen, 
many of them first-time 
wrestlers. The year will be 
full of growing pains, but 
we believe in the athletes 
we have in the room to 
win another league title 
and become a dual-team 
force for years to come.”

Bringing experience 
back for the Bulldogs is 
Peyton Brown, the lone 
senior on the team and 
one of its two returning 
district qualifiers. Colten 
Jacobe, a junior, is also a 
returning district quali-
fier, and junior Tim Artz 
will bring some strength 
to the lineup.

• Tippecanoe
Nick Petro is back for 

his fifth season as Tippe-
canoe’s wrestling coach, 
and he has a pair of dis-
trict qualifiers back to 
help the Red Devils in the 
new Miami Valley League 
and to get back to state.

“Our team goals are 
to place in the top three 
in every tournament we 
compete in, including the 
MVL,” Petro said. “We 
are also looking to have at 
lead five district qualifiers 
and at least two state 
qualifiers and placers.”

Leading the way for the 
Devils will be senior dis-
trict qualifiers Blake Bal-
lard and Blake Cyphers. 
Ballard is a three-time 
district qualifier and will 
wrestle at 145, while 
Cyphers will wrestle at 
170. Also back is a pair 
of returning district 
alternates in sophomores 
Tyler Bruno (126) and 
Alec Smallwood (120).

Contact Troy Daily News Sports 
Editor Josh Brown at jbrown@
aimmediamidwest.com, or follow 
@TroyDailySports on Twitter. 
Contact Piqua Daily Call Sports 
Editor Rob Kiser at rkiser@
aimmediamidwest.com. 
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Vikings, Eagles look to make more history
Josh Brown | Miami Valley Today

Troy Christian’s Ethan Turner throws an opponent at last year’s state tournament.
Mike Ullery | Miami Valley Today

Piqua’s Lance Reaves-Hicks records a pin last season.

Josh Brown | Miami Valley Today
Miami East’s Olivia Shore celebrates a first-round victory during last year’s state tournament. Shore, only the second female wrestler 
ever to qualify for the state tournament in Ohio, became the first ever to win an opening-round match.

Josh Brown | Miami Valley Today
Troy’s Zach Evans throws an opponent during last year’s sectional 
tournament.

Josh Brown | Miami Valley Today
Miami East’s Max Shore grapples with an opponent at last year’s 
state tournament.
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MIAMI COUNTY — 
Last season, Troy’s girls 
bowling team made its 
fifth straight trip to the 
state tournament, while 
the Trojan boys qualified 
for the first time since the 
2012-13 season.

This year, the girls team 
may be young, but the 
expectations won’t change.

“The core of our team 
will be sophomores this 
season,” Troy girls coach 
Rob Dever said. “All three 
were part of the team 
that finished sixth at state 
last season. We will be 
very young but can build 
around this core for sev-
eral seasons.

“As always, our goal 
is to win our division 
and league first then 
go as deep as possible 
in the postseason. We 
definitely want to get to 
districts at a minimum 
and have a shot at going 
back to state.”

Sophomores Kayleigh 
McMullen, Kylie Schiml 
return from the regular 
starting lineup last sea-
son, with sophomore 
Morgan Shilt and senior 
Adara Myers also seeing 
time on varsity last year. 
Juniors Kaitlin Jackson, 
Hope Shiltz and Jami 
Loy all will step up from 
JV last year to help 
solidify the lineup.

And the Trojan boys 
return four starters from 
last year’s state team and 
are definitely taking aim 
at a return trip.

“First off, we want to 
get to state,” Troy boys 
coach Doug Stone said. 
“But you have to win 
one match or tourna-
ment at a time, making 
ourselves better as a 
team. We have a couple 

guys on the team that 
really needs to step up 
and take take the team 
on their shoulders.

“We have a strong 
chance to win the MVL, 
too. It will be very a com-
petitive year with Tippe-
canoe and Butler.”

Senior Carson Rogers 
returns, as do juniors 
Jordan Fisher, Brayden 
Ganger and Drew Snurr. 
Fisher led the team with 
a 209 average last year, 
with Rogers posting a 
202 average, Snurr a 194 
and Ganger a 188. Adam 
Shiltz will also step up 
to varsity full time after 
helping out last year, with 
Nate Hamilton, Tyler 
Stoltz and Jake Allison all 
seeing time, as well.

• Tippecanoe
Eric Wagner is back for 

his second year as Tippe-
canoe bowling coach, and 
he wants to see the Red 
Devils break through in 
the new Miami Valley 
League and get back to 
the state tournament.

“We want to win the 
division and conference 
and go to districts and 
the state tournament at 
the end of the year,” he 
said. “We also want to 
improve and grow as a 
team for the future of 
the program.”

Leading the way for 
the boys team will be 
senior James Ridgeway, 
who was the Bowler of 
the Year in the Greater 
Western Ohio Confer-
ence American League 
last season. Ridgeway is 
also a two-time district 
qualifier, has a 300 game 
to his name and posted 
a school-record 220.4 
average.

Also back is senior dis-
trict qualifier Austin Post, 
as well as Aaron Davis, 
with Colin Maalouf and 
Adam Nelson joining the 
varsity team.

And on the girls side, 

juniors Alison Johnston 
and Emma Lara both 
return to lead the way, 
while freshman Isabella 
Janney joins the team.

• Piqua
Craig Miller returns as 

Piqua’s boys coach.
The leading returner 

is senior Nick Jess, who 
averaged 182.2 last year.

Sophomore Ryan 
Fleisher averaged 178.5 
and sophomore Ethan 
Snyder averaged 172.3.

Key new additions 
include senior Dakota Fos-
ter and sophomores Collin 
Snyder and Zack Henne.

Miller hopes for the 
team to average 950 a 
game and 190 in baker 
games.

Jason Jenkins returns 
as Piqua’s girls coach.

The leading returners 
include senior Katelyn 
Lear, junior Jasmine 
Gilardi and sophomores 
Madison Bates and Lilla 
Miller.

Key new additions 
include junior Marleen 
Henke, sophomores 
Desiree Warner and Ash-
lyn Elliott and freshman 
Katelyn Brown.

“We are focused to 
win and have a winning 
record,” Jenkins said. 
“We are determined to 
get these girls winning 
and strive for first place 
in the division.”

Jenkins wants to see 
improvement every day 
and for the team to win 
the MVL Miami Division 
and qualify for districts as 
a team.

• Newton
Without a league title to 

compete for, the Newton 
bowling teams are looking 
towards the postseason.

“Our goals are to have 
the team or at least one 
individual qualify for 
districts,” fourth-year 
Newton coach Eric 
Schindler said.

The boys team will be 
led by returning juniors 
Jon Maxwell, Spencer 
Newhouse, Cile Staidt 
and Jacob Moore and 
senior Sean Gaston this 
season, with senior Seth 
Hunt, junior Austin 
Hampton and freshmen 
Alex Hartman and Dal-
ton Trucksis joining the 
team.

And on the girls side, 
juniors Avery Hartman 
and Mackenzie Caldwell 
and sophomore Deanna 
Bucholtz all return, while 
sophomore Kelly Armen-
trout and freshmen Haley 
Caldwell and Alyssa 
Hampton will be new to 
the team.

Contact Troy Daily News Sports 
Editor Josh Brown at jbrown@
aimmediamidwest.com, or follow 
@TroyDailySports on Twitter. 
Contact Piqua Daily Call Sports 
Editor Rob Kiser at rkiser@
aimmediamidwest.com. 
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Troy bowlers aim for state return

Lee Woolery | Miami Valley Today
Troy’s Carson Rogers returns for the Trojans this season.

Mike Ullery | Miami Valley Today
Piqua’s Nick Jess returns for the Indians this season.

Lee Woolery | Miami Valley Today
Troy’s Kayleigh McMullen returns for the Trojans this season.

By Rob Kiser
Piqua Daily Call

and Josh Brown
Troy Daily News

MIAMI COUNTY — Kelsey 
Treon returns as Piqua boys 
and girls swimming coach, 
while Allie Comstock will be 
coaching the divers.

The girls swimmers include 
juniors Colleen Cox and Julia 
Anderson; sophomores Natalie 
Fogt, Brianna Landers, Kenzi 
Leal, Emma Frances; and 
freshman Olivia Stumpff; and 
Logan Tucker.

“Our key returning girl 
swimmers are Colleen Cox 
and Julia Anderson,” Treon 
said. “Both girls are juniors 
this year and are looking 
very promising. They have 
been working hard in the 
off-season with their club 
teams. Colleen is looking to 
return to districts this year 
and advance to state in the 
50 free and hopefully the 
same for her 100 free. Julia 
is pushing herself to get out 
of sectionals with her 100 fly 
and 200 IM.”

Treon is excited about the 
boys team as well.

Swimmers include juniors 
Gabe Switzer, Micheal Switzer, 
Collin Hutton and Augustin 
Cobzariu; and sophomore Josh 
Hutcherson.

“For the boys, we have 
Josiah Hutcherson returning 
for his sophomore year,” she 
said. “Last year was his first 
time on a high school team 
and he proved himself very 
well. We hope to see him do 
big things at sectionals in the 
500 free or 200 free. We have 
returning juniors Michael 
Switzer, Gabe Switzer, and 
Collin Hutton as well. The 
boys are working hard and 
pushing each other in practice.

“We have quite a few new 
faces this year. We have an 
exchange student from Roma-
nia, Augustin Cobzariu, and we 

have several new girls. We are 
growing in depth as a team and 
it is very exciting for us.”

Treon looks to be competi-
tive in the MVL.

“This is the first year for 
MVL, so I am excited to see 
how we will stack up this year,” 
Treon said. “I hope we can 
compare a little better in size, 
so we can have more entries 
in meets. In the past, that has 
really hindered us as a team 
when competing. We have 
eight girls out this year, so we 
will be able to get 2 relays and 
I really think that will be a big 
help to us.

“Last year we had every 
single swimmer make it to 
GWOC finals. The team goal 
this year is to repeat that with 
MVL finals, and get a few more 
placers.”

Treon also expects good 
things from the divers.

They include senior Reece 
Tate, sophomores Cassie 
Schrubb, Aubree Schrubb and 
Camilla Nicholas; and freshman 
Carsyn Meckstroth and Libby 
Bradney.

“Our dive coach is Allie 
Comstock this year,” she said. 
“We have a great group of girls 
out — a lot of tumbling back-
ground. They are looking good. 
Reece Tate is returning for her 
senior year in hopes of return-
ing to districts and qualifying 
for state.”

• Tippecanoe
There’s always expectations 

surrounding the Tippecanoe 
swimming team.

And this year is no different.
With three returning state 

qualifiers on the girls side 
and plenty of district qualifi-
ers on both the boys and girls 
team, the Red Devils hope to 
make some noise in the new 
Miami Valley League and 
send some swimmers back to 
the state meet.

“Our team goals remain the 
same,” said Tippecanoe coach 

Karl Stanbery as he enters his 
sixth year with the team. “We 
expect to compete for league 
titles. Our girls have won the 
past two years, and we are 
focused on defending those 
previous titles but winning the 
first of the reborn MVL. And 
our boys look for continued 
success in that area. Our goal 
last year was to begin challeng-
ing Butler, but we look forward 
to making another stride 
towards that next year.

“When it comes to making it 
to state, we want to continue 
our tradition of traveling to 
Canton. We want to bring two 
girls relays after falling short 
by .03 seconds in the 200 med-
ley relay, and I look forward to 
seeing how our boys get ready. 
We would love to take them 
this year in a highly competi-
tive division.”

Leading the way for Tippe-
canoe’s girls will be senior 
Tori Prenger and juniors Kat 
Oen and Simone King, who 
all three return from the 200 
free relay team that swam at 
state last year. Also back are 
a group of district qualifiers 
in seniors Madison Leonard 
and Nicole Downing and 
sophomores Kailey Longo 
and Sarah Liu. And the boys 
will be led by five district 
qualifiers: seniors Nick 
Catrone and Luke Anticoli, 
junior Jack McMaken and 
sophomores Alex Burkey and 
Ben Prenger.

New to the teams this year 
will be freshmen Alexis Vois-
ard, Abigail Hass, Naomi Mag-
gard, Averie Jacquemin and 
Taylor Dietz.

• Miami East
After coming close in the 

Cross County Conference last 
year, Miami East’s swimming 
teams are back with league 
titles on the mind.

“The Vikings have the num-
bers and talent this year to 
win the league meets, having 

placed second in both the 
boys and girls events last sea-
son,” said Miami East coach 
Carol Bollinger as she enters 
her 10th year with the team. 
“We want to have more indi-
vidual swims at the district 
meet in February, and we 
want to win the league meet.”

Leading the way for the 
girls will be senior Paige Blau-
velt, a three-year letterwinner 
and captain in the 200 medley 
relay and 200 free relay, as 
well as junior Annie Richters, 
a state hopeful after finishing 
eighth in the district in the 50 
free last year who also swims 
the 100 fly. Juniors Sarah 
Blocher and Rylie Putoff and 
sophomore Marisa Savini also 
return, and freshman Sumsaar 
Thapa will also be a district 
hopeful in her first year with 
the team.

And for the boys, junior 
Camden Richter will be look-
ing to place in the 50, 100 and 
200 free, while sophomores 
Braden and Austin Monnin 
and Jonah Blauvelt will help 
add depth to the relays, with 
Joshua Amheiser and Ryan 
Rowley being new to the team 
this year.

• Lehman Catholic
Mike and Mitchell Bosse will 

coach the Cavaliers.
Mike is in his 12th season and 

Mitchell is in his second season.
The key returns for Lehman 

are as follows:
Elijah Jock, senior – District 

Alternate in the 50 Freestyle 
last year. Aims to be a multi-
event qualifier in the district 
meet this season.

Sophia Braun, sophomore 
– A young talent improved 
dramatically and diverse in all 
aspects of the venue in events. 
Don’t look beyond her poten-
tial District qualifier is by no 
means out of the question.

Sophia Flood, senior – Only 
a second year swimmer but 
offers the leadership skills that 

are priceless among a very 
young team. Truly an inspira-
tion and motivated to achieve 
beyond her capacities.

Key newcomers include;
Megan Carlisle, sophomore 

— Transfer that adds much 
need depth and flexibility 
to the girls team. Was a par-
ticipant on a relay team last 
year at the district meet at 
Brookville. Well rounded in all 
four strokes.

Sarah Huerta, freshman – A 
social bug and club swimmer 
with plenty of swimming expe-
rience. Offers the full package 
in entire swimming venue as 
well. Very high coach ability 
index with plenty to learn.

Returning second year swim-
mers Carianne Rindler, Eliza-
beth Jock, Samantha Clayton 
and Alex Vanderhorst also will 
look to have a positive impact 
on the team as well.

“With 11 girls and six boys 
this season; the team doubled 
in size and all are fully capa-
ble in their abilities,” Bosse 
said. “We want to continue to 
produce well rounded swim-
mers in the sport and not be 
one dimensional for an entire 
season. Be a positive influ-
ence on our school, friends, 
and families and compete 
with passion and control the 
things we can control. With 
the depth the girls team has 
developed; we will defiantly 
pick our spots to focus on 
in some small invites.and/or 
dual meets to load up and go 
after and finish on top this 
season as a team. I wouldn’t 
put it past us to have mul-
tiple swimmers qualify and 
attend the district meet in 
February.”

Contact Troy Daily News Sports Editor 
Josh Brown at jbrown@aimmediamidwest.
com, or follow @TroyDailySports on Twitter. 
Contact Piqua Daily Call Sports Editor Rob 
Kiser at rkiser@aimmediamidwest.com.
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Piqua swimmers hope to compete in tough MVL

Lee Woolery | Miami Valley Today 
Tippecanoe’s James Ridgeway 
returns for the Red Devils this 
season.
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TROY — With the 
team in a numbers crunch 
in recent years, the Troy 
hockey team is turning to 
the program’s first ever 
coach.

Rick Szabo returns as 
the Trojans’ head coach 
this season after more 
than a decade away from 
the team. Szabo helped 
start the program in 1996 
and coached for 11 sea-
sons, helping build Troy 
into one of the premiere 
programs in the Dayton 
area — and now he’s back 
to help the team in the 
rebuilding process.

“I’ve been watching the 
team from afar,” Szabo 
said. “When we started 
the program, we had 
lower numbers, too, And 
we built it to where we 
had more players trying 
out than we could keep. 
But sports is a cyclical 
thing. And it’s dependent 
on kids getting into the 
sport at younger ages — 
if you have a gap there, 
you’re feel that five or 
six years later. We went 
through it the first time 
with the team, too.

“Right now, the num-
bers are down, and that’s 
our main concern. But 
the core of players is 
still pretty good. When 
your numbers are down, 
you have people playing 
out of position more and 
a little fatigue sets in 
when you’re only play-
ing two lines and other 
teams are throwing 
three or four at you.”

The Trojans also fin-
ished last season with 
only 12 players on their 
roster, finishing the year 
10-16. They graduated 
five seniors in the offsea-
son: Grant Gariety, Ian 
Kuntz, Austin Strong, 

Jack McGuirk and goalie 
Scott Riedel.

Senior Zak Uhlenbrock 
will help add experience 
to this year’s team and 
solidify the defense along 
with sophomore Mike 
McGuirk, while juniors 
Garrett Paff, Connor 
Sexton and Caden Lom-
bardo will help add expe-
rience to the forward 
position. Also returning 
to the team is sophomore 
Kaden Mathes, with 
sophomore Kellen Glover 
and freshmen Gaven Bur-

ris, Cameron Lombardo 
and Jesus Hernandez all 
joining the team.

“Zak will be playing 
defense this year because 
of his experience,” Szabo 
said. “He’s going to have 
to be a steadying force 
back there and help us 
out in our own zone 
along with Mike. And 
Garrett, Connor and 
Caden will help us on the 
forward line.

“Our new players are 
going to have to step up, 
and even our freshmen 

are going to be under fire 
pretty quick.”

Senior Connor Bell will 
also be playing his first 
season and will be the 
team’s goalie despite never 
having played the position 
before. He was injured in 
the first preseason scrim-
mage, though, so Burris 
will help the team out 
until Bell returns.

“Connor had never 
played goal before (our 
first scrimmage) and did 
a great job,” Szabo said. 
“He’s still in the learn-

ing process, and he hurt 
himself at practice this 
week. So we’re trying to 
find someone to fill in 
until he can come back 
in a couple weeks.”

But when it comes 
down to it, the Trojans 
are willing to put in the 
time to help the program 
continue moving in the 
right direction.

“We’re all doing some 
on-the-job conditioning,” 
Szabo said. “It’s a learn-

ing process for everyone, 
including myself. We’re 
under a the gun a bit, and 
we haven’t had a lot of 
time together yet, but the 
kids are all working very 
hard, and as a coach that’s 
what you want.”

Contact Troy Daily News Sports 
Editor Josh Brown at jbrown@
aimmediamidwest.com, or follow @
TroyDailySports on Twitter.
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Szabo returns to lead Troy hockey rebuilding effort

Troy’s Zak Uhlenbrock brings the puck up the ice during a game last season.

Troy’s Garrett Paff takes a shot during a game last season.

Troy’s Caden Lombardo controls the puck last season.

Photos by Lee Woolery | Miami Valley Today
Troy’s Connor Sexton races past a pair of defenders last season.

are seniors that are 
going to be a big part, 
not only on the court 
but in the locker room, 
of bringing that winning 
culture that they’ve had 
on the football field and 
bringing those expecta-
tions,” Hess said. “Tre 
will have a bigger role 
than last year, Drew is 
kind of the big body 
inside that we’re going 
to need, and Ryan is a 
guy that plays hard and 
does a lot of blue-collar 
things.”

And while Hess hasn’t 
been able to see all of the 
newcomers yet, he still 

expects them to come 
along quickly.

“We’ve got some nice 
younger guys that we’re 
not sure whether they’ll 
be JV or varsity yet,” he 
said. “There’s a couple 
of sophomores, Charlie 
Walker and Landon 
Henry, and a freshman 
in Hollis Terrell that may 
sneak into the varsity 
lineup. They all have a 
chance, because you 
never know how the sea-
son will unfold.”

And with Troy moving 
to the new Miami Val-
ley League this season, 
things are wide open 
despite the fact that 
most of the teams are 
very familiar.

Troy will play in the 
MVL Miami Division 

along with last year’s 
GWOC American North 
Division champion Butler, 
as well as Piqua, Tippeca-
noe and Greenville. Last 
year’s division runner-up 
Sidney will move to the 
Valley Division along with 
Fairborn, Xenia, Stebbins 
and West Carrollton.

“The league graduated 
a lot of talent,” Hess 
said. “Andre Gordon at 
Sidney, Samari Curtis at 
Xenia, all of those seniors 
at Butler, so to say the 
league is wide open, I 
think it is. I think Tipp 
and Butler will be the 
favorites early on, but I 
think we can be competi-
tive, too. And that’s our 
goal going in, to be at the 
top of the division.”

Aside from that, 

though, Hess says the 
Trojans want to focus 
more on how they play 
than on wins and losses.

“Once we get every-
one here, we’ll discuss 
goals more, because 
we really don’t know 
where our potential is 
yet,” Hess said. “A lot of 
new varsity players in a 
new league, but we just 
want to focus on being 
the best versions of us 
that we can be. We’re 
not going to be there 
in game No. 1. But we 
want to be there by the 
end of the season.”
Contact Troy Daily News Sports 
Editor Josh Brown at jbrown@
aimmediamidwest.com, or follow @
TroyDailySports on Twitter. 
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with good ball handling 
skills, and she’s another 
aggressive young lady 
that maybe can back 
Macie up a bit. But 
with all freshmen, it can 
be a tough adjustment 
going from eighth to 
ninth grade.”

But even though Troy 
is technically in a new 
league, Johnson knows 
exactly who the Trojans 
will have to get through 
to contend for the MVL 
Miami Division title.

“Going in, I still 
think Tippecanoe is the 
team to beat,” he said. 
“They’re still going to 

be really tough this 
year. Greenville and 
Butler are always tough 
games, too, and Piqua, 
well, you can throw 
the records out there 
because that’s always 
going to be a good 
game in that rivalry.

“Regardless of who 
we’re playing, we con-
trol our own destiny. 
I’m hoping we can grow 
from last year’s experi-
ences and not repeat 
some of the stumbles we 
had. If we focus on what 
we’re doing, we can 
compete with anyone.”
Contact Troy Daily News Sports 
Editor Josh Brown at jbrown@
aimmediamidwest.com, or follow 
@TroyDailySports on Twitter. 
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THANK YOU!
for choosing Excellence in Dentistry as THE best 

dental of� ce in Miami County for the last DECADE!  
You gave US something to SMILE about!

1523 N. Market St., Troy, OH • 937-335-4630 • www.dentistintroyohio.com
Visit Our Website For Special Offers!

1523 N. Market St., Troy, OH • 937-335-4630 www.bentleydds.com
Visit Our Website For Special Offers!

EARLY MORNING, EVENING & SATURDAY HOURS
NEW PATIENTS WELCOME

40
60
75
04

MARK T. BENTLEY D.D.S., INC.
CHARLES H. STEVENS D.D.S.

JULIE E. JONES D.D.S.

CELEBRATING 40 YEARS OF SERVICE TO THE TROY COMMUNITY
• Root Canal theRapy
• Implant RestoRatIon
• CosmetIC DentIstRy
• peDIatRICs
• DIgItal photogRaphy
• CRown anD BRIDgewoRk
• oRal & IV seDatIon
• peRIoDontal theRapy
• tooth whItenIng

• enDoDontICs
• Botox & JuVeDeRm
• oRthoDontICs
• Custom-maDe mouth guaRDs
• RestoRatIons
• DentuRes & paRtIals
• sealants
• pReVentIVe DentIstRy
• the hIghest steRIlIzatIon stanDaRDs

“Recruiting flossers since 1974”

The sTaff aT excellence in 
DenTisTry is so frienDly eVery 
Time i am There or when i call 

wiTh quesTions. They make 
Taking care of my oral healTh 
as comforTable anD enjoyable 

as going To The DenTisT can 
possibly be! i haVe referreD 

mulTiple frienDs anD relaTiVes 
To excellence in DenTisTry.

as always,
my VisiT To Dr benTley’s office 

was like a Trip To a spa.
The enTire sTaff is like a

finely-TuneD machine, where 
eVeryone works To creaTe an 

amazing cusTomer
experience. my Degree is in 
business managemenT, anD 

your office woulD haVe maDe 
an inTeresTing case sTuDy. 

Thanks for The cookie!

Bentley, Stevens & Jones 
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