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House
POWERWASHING
TIPS
Powerwashing the exterior
of the home can be an effective
way to clean it in the spring and fall.

P

owerwashing, also known as
pressure-washing, utilizes
a high-velocity water spray
to remove dirt and residue from
the exterior surfaces of a home.
It is frequently used on vinyl siding, concrete and sometimes wood
decks to treat mildew and other
growth that accumulates over time.
Powerwashing can be a great way
to remove grime without having
to scrub by hand. But it requires
a delicate touch to get it right.
Sometimes it is best to leave the
job to professionals. But homeowners willing to give it a go can
try powerwashing themselves, as
various stores rent power washers.

The home improvement website
ImproveNet says that, until very
recently, pressure washers were
almost exclusively commercial
machines sold to professionals
or rented to do-it-yourselfers.
Lately manufacturers have targeted
homeowners looking to buy with
lightweight options. For those who
see powerwashing as a routine
venture, purchasing a unit may be
worth the investment.
It is important to exercise caution
when operating a powerwashing
machine. The high-velocity spray
can tear through skin. It is key to
get a feel for the washer, and try
less pressure first to get a handle
on the magnitude of the tool.
Don safety gear prior to using a
pressure washer. Gloves, eye protection and ear protection can be
handy. Most units will connect to

a standard garden hose. Choose
old clothing and expect to get wet.
Never point a powerwasher hose at
anyone and do not attempt to rinse
feet or hands in the spray.
The renovation resource The
Family Handyman suggests starting with a wide-degree nozzle to
test out the spray on the surface
that needs to be cleaned. A 15- or
25-degree nozzle is usually the
wand for general cleaning and
paint stripping without damaging the surface of the home.
Experiment with an optimal distance of the washer wand to get
the desired cleaning effects without
causing any damage. Work using a
horizontal and slightly downward
angle to avoid driving water up
under the siding of a home.
Avoid spraying any electric wires
or components on the home. Also,

This design
trend is
coming back
D

esign trends
come and
go, but some
have a funny way of
resurfacing years after
they first became
popular. Homeowners
who may have
been considering
renovating their
home to remove
a design element
they believe to be
passé might want to
see if that feature
has experienced
a resurgence in
popularity. In fact,

one of the more
derided home decor
trends of yesteryear
has slowly crept back
into style, albeit in
moderation.
Wood paneling is
back and better than
ever, advise many
design professionals.
It’s the formerly ugly
duckling that filled
homes starting in the
1950s, creating drab
dens and faux-wood
family rooms.
Paneling had long

been an element
of choice because
it is relatively easy
to install and can
camouflage problem
walls in a home, like
those covered in
boisterous wallpaper
prints.
Wood paneling
reach the peak of
its popularity in the
1970s, and since
then homeowners
have been tearing
down these faux
offenders for years

try not to spray upward, and angle
the spray away from doors, windows and vents.

Some washers have reservoirs
that will hold a detergent solution.
Choose the right detergent for the
job. Keep in mind that cleansers
containing bleach can damage surrounding plants, so they may need
to be covered while the washing
takes place.
Avoid the use of ladders when
operating a powerwasher. The
push-back from the wand can
cause falls. Instead, opt for an extension wand to address the upper
reaches of a home.
Powerwashing a home is an effective way to remove stubborn
grime and refresh the look of a
home’s exterior.

Wood paneling
can add a rustic
feel to a bathroom.
or masking them in
paint to brighten up
spaces. However, the
experts at Apartment
Therapy report that
wood paneling in
shades of brown are
making a comeback
in cozy spots such as
dens or studies. The
warm tones of wood
paneling elicit a retro
vibe. But unlike their
fake predecessors,
today’s paneled walls
are being outfitted
in real wood, making
them more ecofriendly and stylish
than ever before.
Designers have
flocked to reclaimed

wood and veneer
panelings to
incorporate them into
design elements. And
while wood paneling
used to be hung
vertically, designers
now experiment with
hanging paneling.
Many people no
longer use paneling
to cover an entire
space. Paneling is
used sparingly as
an accent wall or
another feature for
character. Wood walls
can be stained in a
rich mahogany to
look upscale or be
weathered and rustic.

Homeowners ready
to re-embrace wood
paneling can choose
to enhance one wall in
a room. Think about
the space above a
fireplace or a strip of
wall behind a sitting
chair and side table.
Paneling also can
serve as a headboard
behind a bed in a
master suite. Painted
horizontally, paneling
can add dimension
and texture to walls,
even in a bathroom.
Wood paneling
is slowly making a
comeback, proving
that no design trend
every truly goes away.
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Secrets
to making
your home look
like you hired
a design pro

P

hoto spreads
in home design
magazines can
be awe-inspiring.
Quite often homeowners wish they
could lift the looks
right off the pages
of magazines and
transform their own
homes into pictureperfect retreats.
It takes an eye for
design to pull a room
together — even with
inspiration — and
make it both functional and attractive.
While hiring an interior designer is one
way to go, homeowners can use some of
the tricks and tech-

niques the designers
employ to do a remarkably good job of
improving the interiors of their homes
without such help.

ways to incorporate
a few different
textures to add
depth to the room.

Embrace texture

Many high-end
homes showcase neutral shades that are
enhanced by pops
of color. If you like
a rich, royal purple,
leave room for other
colors as well. Add
touches of purple in
vases, throw pillows
and other accessories.
Also, many designers work in shades of
three for room colors.
There may be one

The colors used
in a home can
add impact, but
designers often
utilize various
textures to create
aesthetic appeal. A
single color scheme
can be enhanced
by various fabrics.
Consider a leather
sofa made more cozy
with chenille pillows
next to a rustic side
table. Figure out

"Fall

Be careful with
color

main color for walls,
another color for
larger accents, such
as couches and chairs,
and then a third color
that pops in accessories such as flowers,
pillows and collectibles. These can be any
colors, but the most
muted tends to be the
more abundant shade.

Add a bit of bling

Glittery items and
metallics can add a
touch of luxury feel
to any space. A shiny
table lamp, mirrors,
a sparkling chandelier, and the like are
easy ways to pro-

duce a high-end feel.
Reflective surfaces
also will cast light
around the room,
giving the illusion of
a larger space.

Choose a big
statement piece

Many homeowners make the mistake
of filling a room
with several small
pieces of furniture
that only contribute
to clutter. Instead,
look for a statement
piece, which can be
a cabinet, armoire

or chaise. Mix and
match large and small
elements for a sense
of balance.

Accessorize

Finish the room
with accessories
and flowers. When
placing and hanging knickknacks
and wall art, oddnumbered groupings
often look the most
cohesive and interesting. Experiment
with different scales
and heights for even
more dimension.

Clearance Sale"
TORO Zero Turns

32” to 60” Decks
18 different models
available

TORO Walkmowers
9 Different models
available

Come in for our BEST PRICES!

DOUG’S LAWNMOWERS
OH-70147981

4066 FARRINGTON ROAD • COVINGTON, OH

Mon. - Thurs. 8am - 6pm, Fri. 8am - 5pm & Sat. 8am - 1pm

www.toro.com

(937) 773-4292 • Serving The Area For Over 33 Years!
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Why homeowners should
add more exterior light
to their properties

H

omeowners are
increasingly
realizing the
benefits of improving the exteriors of
their home, which
can be just as valuable as improving
the interior spaces.
As individuals design
picturesque garden
beds and cultivate
lavish lawns or revamp exteriors with
architectural features, they probably
want to spotlight
these improvements.
This is where exterior
lighting can be put to
great use.
Exterior illumination can cast a glow
on various features,
but there are many
other reasons to
increase lighting
around the exterior
of a home.
Safety: Trips and
falls can occur at
night when trying to
traverse walkways
and landscapes in
the dark, as it can
be difficult to see
rocks, stairs and
uneven pavement.
Outdoor lighting can

illuminate pathways,
entryways and other
areas for safer access
for homeowners and
their guests.
Extend outdoor
entertaining: Ample
lighting can increase the amount
of time one can use
outdoor spaces and
make them the perfect gathering spot.
As autumn arrives,
days become shorter.
However, patios,
porches and more
can get extended use
with lighting.
Safeguard security: A well-lit home
may be less likely
to be targeted by
burglars than one
swathed in darkness and shadows.
Lights can remain
on all evening or be
motion-triggered.
Setting lights on
timers also ensures
that the home is illuminated whether
residents are home
or not.
Create drama:
Landscape lighting
designers can es-

tablish focal points
around the landscape
and highlight the best
features of a property.
Uplighting in trees,
silhouetting techniques to showcase
plants and spotlights
to show off architectural features are all
options for homeowners to consider.
Add value: The
experts at Parker
Homescape, a landscape design service,
say that exterior
lighting can add
roughly 30 percent to the value
of a home. They
also indicate that
50 percent of all
home buyers say
that outdoor lighting
is important when
buying a home. If
current residents are
thinking about selling, now may be the
time to invest in exterior lighting.
Improving a home’s
exterior may be as
simple as adding
more lighting to improve functionality
and beauty.

Did you know?
Nylon: This is one of the most
durable and stain-resistant carpet fibers available and a popular
choice among many homeowners.

Carpet can add warmth and texture to a room and also provide
a little bit of soundproofing.
Underfoot, carpeting can be more
comfortable than other types of
flooring, even though it may require more upkeep. Carpet comes
in various forms, but here are the
main material components.

Olefin: Olefin is made from polypropylene or polyethylene. It is
prized for its strength, resistance
to staining and colorfastness. It
is often suited well to loop pile or
high, dense cut piles.

Wool: Wool is durable, albeit less
resistant to soiling than some
other materials. However, because
it is an all-natural material, it is
prized by people who want natural
beauty.

OH-70148778

Polyester: Carpeting can be made
from polyester, which is fashioned to feel and look luxurious.

Welcome to Your New Kitchen!
The Miami Valley’s Premier Kitchen Design Studio

Phone 937-703-9660
Fax 937-980-9149

OH-70148956

800 W. Main St.
Troy, Ohio 45373
(Next To La Fiesta & CVS Pharmacy)

Hours: Mon - Thu 10 am - 6 pm
Fri 10 am - 5 pm
Saturdays by Appointment
Locally Owned & Operated By Mark Gausel
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