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Troy embracing the expectations this season
Trojans have won last two division titles
By David Fong
dfong@troydailynews.com

TROY — Jaydon 
Culp-Bishop grew up 
deep in the heart of the 
South, where life moves 
a little slower, the sum-
mers are sweltering 
and, in the fall, football 
is king.

Before moving to 
Troy as an eighth grad-
er, Culp-Bishop lived 
in Georgia, smack-dab 
in the middle of South-
eastern Conference ter-
ritory, where folks get 
dressed to the nines on 
Saturdays to attend col-
lege games and football 
at all levels borders on 
religion.

Midway though his 
eighth-grade year, how-
ever, Culp-Bishop was 
uprooted from that foot-
ball mecca and dropped 
into Ohio, where sup-
port for the local high 
school football team is 
every bit as fervent as 
it is anywhere else in 
the country.

Or, in Culp-Bishop’s 
mind, maybe even more 
fervent.

“Ohio is a better 
football state,” Troy’s 
All-Ohio running back 
said with a sly grin. 
“Fans here are amazing. 
People love it.”

While that state-
ment may make him 
persona non grata back 
in the Peach State, it 
only goes to show just 
how much high school 
football can influence 
life and culture in a 

small Ohio town like 
Troy. The fact Troy is 
going through a foot-
ball renaissance — the 
Trojans have won back-
to-back conference title 
and made the playoffs 
in consecutive years 
for the first time since 
1996-97 — under coach 
Matt Burgbacher only 
goes to strengthen the 
ties between the team 
and the community.

From Bob Ferguson 
to Gordon Bell to Ryan 
Brewer, Troy has always 
been a football town, 
where tradition runs 
deep, football heroes 
live forever and, par-
ticularly when things 
are going well, the best 
time to rob a house is 
on a Friday night in the 
fall, when everyone is 
at Troy Memorial Sta-
dium watching a game.

“It’s really exciting,” 
senior linebacker/run-
ning back Sam Jackson 
said. “I think Troy is 
different from all other 
towns. The commu-
nity gets so much more 
involved in the games. 
They always have our 
backs. Everyone goes to 
the games.”

Considering the Tro-
jans’ recent success in 
a town that had been 
starving for champi-
onships after going 
16 years without a 
league title, the longest 
drought in school histo-
ry — coupled with the 
fact the Trojans return 
most of the key parts 
from last season — 

Anthony Weber | Troy Daily News file photo
Sam Jackson (5) and the Troy football team look to to more 
celebrating this season.

Photo courtesy of Lee Woolery | Speedshot Photo
Troy football coach Matt Burbacher talks to his team after a win last season.

Photo courtesy of Lee Woolery | Speedshot Photo
The Troy football team enters the 2018 season having won league titles and been to the playoffs each 
of the last two seasons.

Trojans look to lay it on the line on offense

By David Fong
dfong@troydailynews.com

TROY — Matt Burg-
bacher knows this is the 
deepest stable of running 
backs he’s had since he 
became the Troy football 
team’s head coach four 
years ago.

He also, knows, 
though, that having all 
those thoroughbreds 
won’t mean nearly as 
much if he can’t find the 
jockeys to guide them to 
victory.

Only one starter returns up front

Photo courtesy of Lee Woolery | Speedshot Photo
Senior tackle Nathan Garber (72) is the lone returning offensive lineman for the Trojans this season.

ON THE COVER

Troy seniors (from left-right) Sam Jackson, Spencer 
Klopfenstein and Jaydon Culp-Bishop all understand 
the Trojans are facing great expectations this season. 
Troy is embracing those lofty expectations. 

Photo courtesy of Lee Woolery | Speedshot 
Photo

preseason excitement 
for Troy football is as 
high as its ever been for 
a Troy team in recent 
memory.

With that excite-
ment, however, comes 
increased expectations. 
This is the senior class 
the most-hardcore 
of fans around Troy 
have been waiting for 
since the players were 
in elementary school 
playing Troy Junior 
Football. Many of these 
players have been start-
ing since they were 
sophomores. In 2016, 
Troy — on the heels of 
a 2-8 season — went 
10-2 and shocked the 
state. Last year, the 
Trojans went 8-3 and 
proved the previous 
year wasn’t a fluke.

This year isn’t about 
shocking anyone or 
proving anything. Suc-
cess is an expectation, 
not a pleasant surprise.

While most coaches 
and teams may try to 
downplay those types 
of expectations — most 
coaches love the under-
dog role, whether real 
or imagined — that 
isn’t the case at Troy. 
This season, the Tro-
jans are embracing the 
expectations and the 
pressures that come 
along with them.

“Honestly, this is 
exactly where I wanted 
to be when I took 
over this program four 
years ago,” Burgbacher 
said. “We want to be a 
program that has high 
expectations for itself. 
We want championships 
to be the expectation 
for our program. Some 
people would call it 
pressure; I look at it as 
an opportunity. When 
you are dealing with 
15-18-year-olds, I don’t 
think anyone can put 
any more pressure on 
them than they already 
put on themselves.

“This is what the job 
is when you are coach-
ing at

a place like Troy. 
That’s what it means 
when you are wear-
ing that ‘Troy’ across 
your chest. Honestly, 
we’ve still got a long 
way to go. We want 
the expectations to be 
even higher than they 
already are. That’s what 
it means to be a Troy 
football player.”

Senior tight end 
Spencer Klopfenstein 
has been a key part 
of Troy’s resurgence, 
starting the past two 
years on Troy’s Greater 
Western Ohio Confer-
ence American North 
Division title teams and 
its two playoff teams. 
He embraces the expec-
tations.

“We hear about the 
expectations,” he said. 
“We don’t really worry 
about them. We expect 
to come out and do our 
best every week any-
way. It’s great. There’s 
nothing else like it. 
Everyone is happy 

when you are winning.”
When things are 

going well, Burgbacher 
said, it’s something 
in which the entire 
community can get 
involved. That’s the 

way it’s been at Troy 
for decades, dating 
back to the days when 
future college All-
Americans such as Fer-

See TROY | 3

“I don’t think there’s 
a coach out there who 
wouldn’t tell you that 
you’ve got to have the 
offensive linemen to 
win football games,” 
Burgbacher said. “They 
are the key to any team. 
We feel like we’ve got 
kids who are talented 
enough to play along the 
offensive line — the only 
thing they are lacking is 
the experience.”

With plenty of fire-
power returning at the 
skill positions for the 

Trojans on offense, how 
quickly the Trojans can 
get a an offensive line to 
come firing off the ball 
will go a long way in 
determining Troy’s fate 
this season. The Trojans 
lost four starters — three 
to graduation and one to 
an offseason transfer — 
from last season. Only 
senior tackle Nathan 
Garber (6-foot-4, 246 
pounds) returns from last 
season.

Garber is firmly 
entrenched at one of 
the tackle spots for the 
Trojans, but the other 
four starting positions 
remained fluid through 
preseason practices. 
Essentially, five players 
were battling for the 
remaining four starting 
positions: seniors Jesse 
Westmeyer (6-5, 231) 
and Marshall Brueck-
man (5-10, 210), junior 
Riley Hubbard (6-0, 230) 
and sophomores Adam 

See OFFENSE | 3
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season. At most of the 
other positions, the Tro-
jans are loaded, particu-
larly at running back.

Leading the way will be 
senior Jaydon Culp-Bish-
op, who earned All-Ohio 
honors during a breakout 
season that saw him rush 
for 1,549 yards and 11 
touchdowns. Also back is 
senior Sam Jackson, who 
had 53 carries for 260 
yards and a team-leading 
16 touchdowns, as he was 
used mostly in red zone 
situations. Junior Kevin 
Walters is a talented ath-
lete, while senior Noah 
Young and junior Carlos 
Quintero give Troy added 
depth at the position.

“Obviously Jaydon is 
going to get his carries, 
but we’ll also be able to 
use some other backs 
to keep Jaydon fresher 
during the season,” Burg-
bacher said. “Sam Jackson 
has done a great job get-
ting healthy in the offsea-
son — I’m not sure he was 
ever completely healthy 
last year. He looks like a 
completely different run-
ning back. I know a lot of 
people think Jaydon is the 
speed back and Sam is the 
power back, but I think 
Jaydon is more powerful 
than most people think 
and Sam is faster than 
most people think. Jay-
don is capable of running 
people over and Sam is 
capable of breaking away 
from people.

“Kevin is a nice combi-
nation of both. He’s too 
good of an athlete for us 
to keep off the field. Noah 
and Carlos are both very 

good running backs who 
will give us added depth at 
that position.”

Under center this sea-
son for the Trojans will 
be junior Brayden Siler. 
He was the back-up to 
1,000-yard passer Sam 
Coleman last season, but 
saw limited duty. He’s a 
dual-threat quarterback 
who Burgbacher expects 
to play a key role in the 
offense.

“The thing I like most 
about Brayden is that, 
even though he’s only a 
junior, he is a guy who 
has started taking charge 
of this team,” Burgbacher 
said. “You’ve got to have 
someone in that posi-
tion who is going to take 
charge. He came out of 
our 10 camp days this 
summer much more con-
fident. He’s going to do a 

little bit of everything in 
our offense, running and 
passing. It’s going to be 
wide open. There are no 
limitations with him as far 
as our run game is con-
cerned.”

Should anything hap-
pen to Siler, junior Tucker 
Raskay — who will spend 
most of his time at receiv-
er and defensive back — 
likely would be pressed 
into emergency duty at 
quarterback. Senior Jacob 
Adams does have experi-
ence playing quarterback, 
but is only a little more 
than a year removed from 
major arm surgery. Sopho-
mores Owen Davis and 
La’Manual Kemp are the 
other two quarterbacks on 
the roster.

Troy did lose leading 
receiver Matt McGil-
livary to graduation, but 

do return depth at all of 
its receiver positions. 
Leading the way is senior 
tight end/H-back Spencer 
Klopfenstein, who had 18 
receptions for 193 yards 
and two touchdowns last 
season. A three-year start-
er, Klopfenstein is being 
recruited by a number of 
college programs. Also at 
tight end will be senior 
Ben Merritt.

“Spencer is a kid who 
can do so many different 
things,” Burgbacher said. 
“We can line him up here, 
here, here and here. At 
some points this season, 
we are going to be lining 
him up at No. 1 (wide 
receiver). He’s a smart 
kid; when a coach tells 
him something, we don’t 
have to repeat ourselves. 
He’s going to be a big 
part of our offense this 
season.”

At the wide receiver 
spots will be seniors Jacob 
Shoop, Caillou Monroe, 
Mark Summers, Preston 
Jackson, Adams and 
juniors Raskay and A.J. 
Heuker.

“We’ve got some good 

experience at wideout, 
especially with Shoop and 
Raskay getting quite a few 
reps last season,” Burg-
bacher said. “Mark Sum-
mers has really stuck out; 
he’s put in a lot of work 
and is really starting to 
see the benefits. We’ve got 
a lot of guys who can play. 
It’s an unselfish group.”

Playing in the slot will 
be seniors Shane Shoop 
and Kobe Feltner, along 
with juniors Weston Smith 
and Sam Reed.

“We’re expecting our 
top three guys there to 
also be playing defense for 
us, so you’ll probably see 
a lot of different guys in 
the slot,” Burgbacher said. 
“There’s a lot of competi-
tion there. We ask a lot 
of those guys in that posi-
tion, so we’ll likely rotate 
in a lot of guys there.We’ve 
got a great opportunity to 
each guy’s strength there.”

Contact David Fong at dfong@
troydailynews.com; follow him on 
Twitter @thefong
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Trojans have plenty back at linebacker

By David Fong
dfong@troydailynew.com

TROY — It’s a prob-
lem any coach would 
love to have.

Which means it’s not 
much of a problem at all.

“We obviously feel 
pretty good about where 
we are at linebacker,” 
Troy football coach 
Matt Burgbacher said. 
“That’s the one spot on 
our defense where we 
feel really good about 
our depth. We actually 
lost an All-Ohio outside 
linebacker in Johnny 
Wehrkamp to graduation 
and moved our other 
starting linebacker, Gar-
rett Jones, to defensive 
line, but we still feel 
pretty good about where 
we are at that position. 
That’s probably the one 
position on that side of 
the ball we are least wor-
ried about.

“We’ve got a lot of kids 
we feel can play lineback-
er for us. Obviously they 
can’t all be on the field at 
the same time, but that 
allows us some flexibil-
ity. We can rotate in guys 
and keep them fresh. We 
can use some of those 
guys more on offense 
because of the depth we 

have there.”
Troy returns both of 

its inside linebackers in 
seniors Blake Burton 
and Shane Shoop. Both 
were All-Greater Western 
Ohio Conference Ameri-
can selections last year. 
Shoop will be a three-
year starter for the Tro-
jans. They’ll be bolstered 
by senior transfer Austin 
Blair, whose older broth-
er Chris was a standout 
linebacker for the Tro-
jans nearly a decade ago. 
Senior Ethan Burns and 
junior Carlos Quintero 
also will be battling for 
playing time at inside 
linebacker.

“We have our two lead-
ing tacklers back from 
last year’s team at inside 
linebacker,” Burgbacher 
said. “What they both 
may lack in size, they 
more than make up for in 
other attributes. Those 
two bring a lot to our 
defense and have looked 
very good in practice. 
Because we have some 
depth, we are hoping we 
can play Shane more on 
offense. Blake Burton 
will be able to play even 
more on special teams 
than he already does.”

At outside linebacker, 
the Trojans lose Weh-

rkamp and Jones, but 
Burgbacher feels confi-
dent Troy has plenty of 
talent and depth to fill 
in the gaps. The biggest 
position change of the 
offseason came when the 
coaching staff elected to 
move All-GWOC Ameri-
can and All-Southwest 
District strong safety 
Sam Jackson from safety 
to outside linebacker. 
The 6-foot, 211-pound 
Jackson is being recruit-
ed by a number of col-
lege programs.

“The reason why 
Sammy is playing there 
is not because we looked 
at one another and said, 
‘Let’s see what he can 
do there,’” Burgbacher 
said. “We know what he 
can do there. He needs 
to be closer to the line of 
scrimmage. He can help 
us defend the run game 
and the passing game.”

The other outside 
linebacker spot likely will 
be filled by senior Spen-
cer Klopfenstein, junior 
Kevin Walters or senior 
Zach Collett. Seniors 
Mark Summers, Marshall 
Brueckman and Ben 
Merritt will add depth at 
outside linebacker.

Troy should be strong up the middle

Photo courtesy of Lee Woolery | Speeshot Photo
Three-year starter Sam Jackson (5) will be moving from strong 
safety to outside linebacker for the Troy defense.

Anthony Weber | Troy Daily News file photo
Kobe Feltner (22) is Troy’s lone returning starter in the defensive 
backfield this season.

Troy
From page 2

guson, Tommy Myers 
and Tommy Vaughn 
roamed the field at 
Troy Memorial Sta-
dium.

“This isn’t just 
about the football 
team,” Burgbacher 
said. “This is about 
the students in the 
stands. It’s about the 
parents. It’s about 
the people tailgating 
outside the stadium. 
It’s about the cheer-
leaders and the band 
and everyone who has 
a part in this. It’s not 
just about the 80 guys 
in uniform.

“There’s something 
to be said for that. For 
us, it’s about uphold-
ing the tradition that 
has been before for 
more than a century. 
We are riding on the 
backs of every Troy 
football player who 
has come before us. 
We are trying to build 
on that, not overtake 
it or replace it. This 
is our opportunity to 
build on that tradi-
tion. That’s what I 
envisioned for this 
program when I came 
here.”

Contact David Fong at dfong@
troydailynews.com; follow him on 
Twitter @thefong

Anthony Weber | Troy Daily News file photo
All-Ohio running back Jaydon Culp-Bishop will look to become 
the first Troy running back to rush for more than 1,000 yards in 
consecutive seasons since Ryan Brewer did it three times in a row 
from 1996-98.

Anthony Weber | Troy Daily News file photo
Jacob Shoop returns at receiver for Troy this season.

Offense
From page 2

DeCerbo (6-3, 275) and 
Jakob Moorman (6-3, 
305). Westmeyer — 
who has battled injuries 
throughout his career 
— likely will play tackle, 
while Moorman, Hubbard 
and Brueckman are des-
tined to play the interior. 
DeCerbo is capable of 
playing guard or tackle.

Also looking to earn 
playing time on the line 
are senior Brandon Hicks, 
juniors Tito Fuentes, Bran-
don Swallow, Sam Madi-
gan, Adam Tibbitts and 
sophomore Zach Ray.

“We’ve got quality guys 
who are very coachable,” 
Burgbacher said. “(Offen-
sive line coach) Scot Brew-
er is doing a great job with 
them. We want to be able 
to get our five best guys 
out there. One thing I’ve 
learned is that you don’t 
want to mess with your 
offensive line. You want 
one group that is going to 
gel. When one unit gets 
their stuff together, that’s 
the one you want to keep 
running out there. It’s not 
like wide receiver, where 
you can play different com-
bos and nothing changes. 
You want your offensive 
line playing together and 
don’t want to change that 
if you can avoid it.”

Truthfully, the offensive 
line is one of the few ques-
tion marks the Trojans 
have on that side of the 
ball heading into the 2018 

See TROJANS | 17
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Trojan golfers hope to win North
By David Fong
dfong@troydailynews.com

TROY — For each of 
the past four seasons, 
Troy boys golf coach 
Mark Evilsizor and his 
teams have had to watch 
the Butler golf team hoist 
the Greater Western Ohio 
Conference American 
North Division trophy at 
the end of the season.

This year, the they 
would like to do some-
thing about that.

“We’ve been second to 
Butler each of the past 
four years,” Evilsizor 
said. “A couple of those 
years, Butler had the bet-
ter team — there’s no 
way around it, they were 
just better than us. But 
two of those years, we felt 
like we probably should 
have beat them. We know 
we can compete with 
them, and that’s what we 
are hoping to do this year. 
Having finished second to 
them the past two years, 
we are hoping that serves 
as a little extra motiva-
tion for us this year.”

Certainly the Trojans 
have the experience and 
talent to make a run at 
the Aviators this season.

Leading the way for 
Troy is four-year var-
sity letterwinner Holden 
Scribner, who has been 
an All-GWOC Ameri-
can League first team 
selection each of the 
past three seasons and 

won numerous medalist 
honors for the Trojans at 
tournaments throughout 
his career. One of the few 
accomplishments that 
has managed to elude 
Scribner throughout 
his career, however, is a 
berth at the Division I 
state tournament, leaving 
Scribner hungry for a trip 
to Columbus.

“He’s definitely look-
ing to try to get to state,” 
Evilsizor said of Scribner. 
“He was two strokes 
away his freshman and 
sophomore years, then 
he was a little further 
away last year. I know 
it’s something that’s defi-
nitely on his radar — it’s 
something he wants to do 
and something he has the 
ability to do. Holden is 
a pretty determined kid. 
He definitely plays more 
rounds of golf than any-
one I’ve coached.”

Four seniors will join 
Scribner in the quest to 
win the North. Travis 
Bertram, Zac Collin, 
Nathan Henderson and 
Connor Stoltz all have 
varsity experience, and 
all four earned conference 
awards last season. Stoltz 
was first team All-GWOC 
American last season, 
while Bertram and Hen-
derson were second team 
picks and Collin was 
named special mention.

“Nathan decided not to 
play baseball this summer 

Troy returns talent, experience

File photos courtesy of Lee Woolery | Speedshot Photo
Four-year varsity letterwinner Holden Scribner returns to lead the 
Troy boys golf team this season.

Zac Collin returns for the Troy boys golf team this season.

Troy girls hope to improve, surprise selves
By Luke Severt
For the Troy Daily News

TROY — Golf itself is 
an individual sport, but to 
be successful as a team, 
you must have multiple 
golfers who perform well 
on any given day.

Fourth-year Troy girls 
golf coach Matt Wib-
beler believes his team will 
prove this to be true this 
season.

As of now, the six var-
sity competitors will be 
made of a trio of seniors 
and a trio of sophomores, 
who are all returning 
players. The former will 
be composed of Riley 
Johnson, who had the 
second-best average on 
the team last season, 
Lauren Garlow, who had 
the fifth-best, and Camryn 
Spencer, who was named 
second-team All-Greater 
Western Ohio Conference 
American League for her 
performance last fall.

The latter will be made 
up of Paige Stuchell, who 
impressed in her freshman 
season with the third-best 
average on the team and 
All-GWOC American 
League Special Mention 
honors, Delaney Davis and 
Libby Harnish.

However, Carrigan 

Browning, who finished 
with the sixth-best scor-
ing average in the GWOC 
American League North 
last season, graduated 
and will continue her golf 
career at Defiance College.

This year, nobody has 
yet to establish themselves 
as a standout, but the 
team will feature six girls 
who are all expected to 
shoot consistently similar, 
low scores.

“I don’t know if we have 
anybody presently who 
will be able to shoot as low 
as Carrigan was capable 
of shooting,” said Wib-
beler. “I think they all have 
the potential, but we’re 
going to have to develop 
a little bit as a team and 
do it more collectively 
than always relying on one 
score.”

Wibbeler saw this 
dynamic in full effect at 
their tryouts on Tuesday, 
as he said there were 
“four or five girls who 
all finished within a few 
strokes of each other, and 
they were all good scores.” 
He added that in his four 
years as head coach of the 
Trojans, this year’s tryout 
days were the one of the 
best that he has seen.

With the age diversity 
on the varsity team, Gar-

Photos by Rob Kiser/AIM Media
Troy’s Delaney Davis follows through on a shot during the Covington 
Lady Bucc Pink Out this season at Echo Hills.

Troy’s Lauren Garlow lines up a putt last season.

so he could focus on his 
golf game,” Evilsizor said. 
“He wants to focus on his 
consistency this year. He 
wants to be able to play 
at a high level all season 
for us. Connor really gave 
us some good scores in 
big tournaments last year. 
He seemed to perform 
well when the pressure 
was on. This year we are 
hoping he can do that in 
every match for us.

“Travis and Zac are 
two guys who are looking 
to stay strong through 

the entire season. We 
feel like all of those guys 
could average 42 or better 
throughout the season. 
We feel like that’s a good 
goal and something that 
is realistic. If we can get 
six guys who all shoot 42 
or better the entire sea-
son, we are going to fin-
ish the year with a pretty 
good record.”

Joining those five 
seniors on the varsity 
will be sophomore Ryan 
Dowling and freshman 
Henry Johnston.

low understands how 
important it is for her and 
her fellow seniors to show 
leadership.

“We have definitely put 
a lot of time in teaching 
etiquette and the basics 
of the game,” she said. 
“Golf is sometimes hard to 
understand, so in that way 
the seniors have definitely 
helped.”

As far as talent goes, she 
believes that the sopho-
mores have a lot of natural 
talent, and they will only 
improve with the hard 
work they have exhibited 

so far.
Other returning golf-

ers are senior Katherine 
Dunne and sophomore 
Emily Wenrick. According 
to Wibbeler, they have also 
been playing well, and are 
likely to compete in varsity 
matches at some point of 
the season.

To round out the roster, 
there are two new addi-
tions to the program, 
juniors MariCait Gil-
lespie and Megan Coate. 
Although they are new to 
the game, Wibbeler has 
seen them both improve 

tremendously in just a few 
weeks of summer golf, and 
expects them to play large 
roles on the team once 
they gain some experi-
ence.

Despite a 40-stroke 
improvement from the 
preseason to the postsea-
son last year, the Trojans 
were unable to finish with 
a winning record and did 
not win the GWOC Ameri-
can League North, two 
things that are on Wib-
beler’s list of expectations 
every year.

This year, while he 
believes those expectations 

are achievable, he said he 
isn’t going to set unrealis-
tic goals for his team, such 
as a state championship. 
However, he said he is 
mainly focused on con-
tinuing the improvement 
that they experienced last 
season, and if they do so, 
they “may surprise them-
selves.”

However, they’ll worry 
about that later. For now, 
the objective is the same.

“Our goal every year is 
to compete in the GWOC, 
to win the GWOC North, 
and then see what happens 
from there.”

“Ryan Dowling is one 
kid who caught my eye 
as a freshman; he played 
in almost double-digit 
varsity matches for us last 
year,” Evilsizor said. “He 
doesn’t do anything fancy 
and doesn’t hit the ball a 
long way, but when all is 
said and done, his scores 
are always solid. I love his 
demeanor and the way he 
handled himself on the 
course.

“Henry has some good 
days and some bad days, 
which is what you would 
expect out of a freshman. 
He is capable of compet-
ing at a high level. We’ll 
look for him to get more 
consistent as the year 
goes on.”

All told, Evilsizor likes 
the position his team is in 

this season and where the 
program is in general.

“We are really fortunate 
here at Troy,” he said. 
“I talk to a lot of other 
coaches and I feel like I’m 
in a really good spot. We 
don’t have to force kids 
to play at Troy. We have 
a lot of kids who want to 
play golf and who have 
fun playing golf. We’ve 
got a group of kids who 
are motivated to play.

“We also feel great 
about what’s going on 
at Miami Shores (Golf 
Course) with all the 
improvements they are 
making over there. Them 
putting in a driving range 
is only going to make us 
better. We are in a great 
situation.”
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Troy boys look to compete in North
By Josh Brown
jbrown@aimmediamidwest.com

TROY — The year 
2013 was the last time 
the Troy boys soccer 
team won a share of the 
division title.

But with six seniors 
and a host of young tal-
ent that played a major 
part in last year’s 12-4-2 
season, the Trojans have 
high expectations for 
2018.

“The last three years, 
we’ve finished second in 
the North,” Troy boys 
soccer coach Richard 
Phillips said. “This year, 
with the experience that 
we have, we are expect-
ing better things from 
them. It all comes back 
to staying healthy and, 
as a team, working the 
first-year players into our 
team concept and getting 
them doing the things 
that the experienced guys 
would like to see from 
them, getting them work-
ing together.”

Last season, Troy won 
its first seven games of 
the season — all by shut-
outs — before falling to 
Carroll, a district finalist 
last season. In fact, the 
Trojans would have got-
ten a rematch with the 
Patriots in the sectional 
final, but they were upset 
by Northmont in the sec-
tional semifinal round.

And up and down 
Troy’s roster this year 
is a collection of players 
that contributed to that 
solid season.

“With this group we 
have, we have six seniors 

coming back,” Phillips 
said. “We did have two 
players we lost who chose 
not to come back.”

In that senior class, 
Troy returns Bailey 
Webb, the team’s leader 
in total points last year, 
with 14 goals and nine 
assists for a total of 37 
points — third in the 
Greater Western Ohio 
Conference American 
North Division last 
year as a junior. Four 
more seniors return, 
as well, that all made 
contributions: Kasheen 
Perdue (four goals, three 
assists), Joey Sheehan 
(four goals), Alex Bridge 
(six goals, four assists) 
and Connor Hubbell (five 
goals, seven assists)

And capping off the 
returning seniors for the 
Trojans is goalkeeper 
Nicholas Griswold, who 
posted eight shutouts 
last year — first in the 
division and third in the 
overall GWOC.

But that’s not where 
the returning contribu-
tions end. Also returning 
are juniors Elijah Wil-
liams — the team’s leader 
in goals with 16 and sec-
ond in total points with 
35 last season — as well 
as Reece Sherman (one 
goal, one assist), Nathan 
Kleptz (five goals, four 
assists), Justice May, Ian 
and Anthony Gonzalez 
(one assist) and sopho-
more Jon Hipolito (three 
goals, five assists).

Juniors Tyler Owens 
and Mitchell Francis and 
sophomores Sam Kazmei-
er, Caleb Steggeman and 

Kevin Marshall will add 
depth to the lineup, and a 
first-year senior in Zacha-
riah Terrill will back up 
Griswold at goalkeeper.

“Zachariah, this is his 
first year playing high 
school ball, and he’ll be 
a nice addition for us,” 
Phillips said. “We haven’t 
really had a second keep-
er for a while. We’ve gone 
with only one for a few 
years now, so that’s nice 
for us.”

Entering the season, 
though, the Trojans have 
been preparing for the 
long haul.

“Going through the 
tough months in June 
and July, the conditioning 
months for us, that takes 
it toll physically on legs, 
and it’s hard on them,” 
Phillips said. “So we’re 
now beginning to recover 
from conditioning in 
the last two scrimmages 
we’ve had, and you can 
tell that we’re just begin-
ning to get back our legs 
and understand what it 
takes now to play togeth-
er as a team and do 
things that we, as a team, 
expect out of ourselves.”

But to get back to the 
top of the GWOC Ameri-
can North Division, Troy 
knows that the road goes 
through Tippecanoe. 
Since joining the GWOC 
two seasons ago, the Red 
Devils have won back-to-
back outright American 
North championships.

“It’s always Tipp, 
and it’s always Butler,” 
Phillips said. “Piqua, 
Greenville and Sidney 
all always have decent 

Photos by Josh Brown/Troy Daily News file
Troy’s Bailey Webb gets past the goalkeeper on his way to scoring 
a goal during a game last season.

Troy’s Elijah Williams plays the ball in front of a defender during a 
game last season.

Troy’s Connor Hubbell brings the ball up the field during a game 
last season.

Troy girls soccer team returns plenty of firepower
By David Fong
dfong@troydailynews.com

TROY — As a high 
school English teacher, 
Michael Rasey cares very 
much about what his stu-
dents put on paper.

As the Troy girls soccer 
coach, Rasey couldn’t pos-
sibly care less about how 
his team appears on paper.

And there’s no denying 
that with nine starters, 15 
letterwinners, its top three 
scorers and two All-Ohio 
players returning from a 
team that won the Greater 
Western Ohio Conference 
American North title last 
year returning, the Tro-
jans have to be considered 
one of the top teams in the 
area for 2018 … on paper, 
at least.

“We have 15 returning 
players off a team that 
won the division and 
made it to the sectional 
final,” Rasey said. “With 
nine returning starters, we 
bring back a lot of experi-
ence and team talent. 
We bring back about 95 
percent of our offense and 
our entire defense, minus 
our goalkeeper. On paper, 
it looks like a team that 
should know what it is 
doing. But each year and 
each team is a little differ-
ent. We do have the fire-
power and the defense to 
be special, but we’ve still 
got to go out and prove 
it. We’ve still got to win 
games on the pitch, not on 
paper.”

If the Trojans can stay 
healthy, they should 
be particularly strong 

through the midfield with 
the return of All-Ohio 
seniors Kenzie Evans and 
Ciena Miller. Evans led 
the team in scoring last 
season with 20 goals and 
11 assists. Miller led the 
team in scoring as a soph-
omore with 10 goals and 
five assists, but missed her 
entire junior season with a 
knee injury.

They’ll be joined in the 
midfield by sophomore 
Chamber Browning, who 
saw varsity playing time 
last fall as a freshman.

“I told the team I think 
this is the only time in 
program history that we’ve 
had two all-state players 
on the team at the same 
time,” Rasey said. “At 
most schools our size, you 
are lucky to have one all-
state player on your team. 
Kenzie is an outstanding 
player. Getting Ciena back 
is going to be a real lift 
for this team. Chamber 
Browning is expected 

to step in and play some 
pretty important minutes 
for us.”

Senior Megan Malott, 
who scored four goals and 
had four assists last sea-
son, returns to anchor one 
outside midfielder spot. 
Junior Anna Burghardt is 
expected to be at the other 
spot. Seniors Josie Rohlfs, 
Caitlin Palivec, Skylar 
Kirk and Erika Innis and 
with junior Hannah Hen-
nessy all will see playing 
time in the midfield, as 
well.

At the forward posi-
tions, the Trojans return 
sophomore Julianna Wil-
liams and Kiyha Adkins, 
Troy’s second- and third-
leading scorers from last 
season, respectively. Wil-
liams scored 12 goals and 
had 11 assists last season, 
while Adkins had 14 goals 
and five assists. They’ll 
be joined by freshman 
Maddie Brewer. Kirk ad 
Palivec also could rotate in 

at forward.
“With Adkins and 

Williams returning, our 
offensive attack should be 
pretty potent,” Rasey said. 
“Brewer doesn’t look like 
a freshman out there. She 
absolutely fits right in. 
We’ve got a lot of special 
talent up front.”

Troy is equally loaded 
on defense, as well, with 
all four starters returning 
from last season. Senior 
Lily Clouser will be a four-
year letterwinner, senior 
Josalyn Abrams will be a 
three-year letterwinner 
and juniors Laura Borch-
ers and Abby Westfall 
both will be two-year let-
terwinners this season.

“All of our defenders 
have been through our 
tough conference sched-
ule before,” Rasey said. 
“They’ve all played against 
the best teams around and 
all of them are extremely 
fast. We’ve got excellent 
defenders back there.”

Josh Brown | Troy Daily News file photo
Midfielders Kenzie Evans (left) and Megam Malott (right) both returns for the Troy girls soccer team 
this season.

Anthony Weber | Troy Daily News file photo
Sophomore Julianna Williams returns for her second season on the 
Troy girls soccer team.

At goalkeeper will be 
talented junior Paige 
Nadolny, who has been 
patiently waiting her turn 
behind former Trojan 
keepers Arianna Garcia 
and Molly Miller, both 
of whom went on to play 
college soccer. She’ll be 
backed up by freshman 
Jovie Studebaker.

“Paige has been behind 
some pretty good goalies, 
and now it’s next person 
up, so to speak,” Rasey 
said. “We expect her to 
make a few good saves her 
game, and if she does that, 
we can win some games.”

Contact David Fong at dfong@
troydailynews.com; f0llow him on 
Twitter @thefong

squads. But It’s been 
Tipp, Butler and us out 
there working to be 
North champions. Tipp 
has won it both of the 
last two years — we tied 
them head-to-head two 
years ago and lost to 
them last year.”

And to climb the ladder 
this year, Phillips knows 
that the Trojans will have 
to be able to defend as 
well as score.

“To get to the top spot, 
you have to have the 
ability to defend,” Phil-
lips said. “The two guys 
that chose not to come 
back were two marking 
backs, so by losing them, 
now we have to fill those 
spots. That’s critical for 
us. We have two players 
coming back — one, Ian 
Gonzalez, was hurt all of 
last year — and Justice 
May, who didn’t play a 
whole lot but did fill in 
admirably.

“Our strength right 
now is in the middle of 
the field, and those are 
the guys that are going to 
have to help the outside 
backs. The experience 
we have up top is going 
to help us, but the ability 
to defend is what we’re 
going to have to work on 
to get to where we want 
to be.”

Troy gets the rematch 
it wanted last year to 
start this season — the 
Trojans host Carroll on 
opening night.

Contact Josh Brown at (937) 552-
2132, or follow @TroyDailySports 
on Twitter.
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By David Fong
dfong@troydailynews.com

TROY — The Troy 
High School graduation 
ceremony last spring must 
have been a tough day for 
Kevin Alexander.

That was the day the 
Troy High School girls 
cross country coach 
watched the bulk of his 
team the past four years 
walked down the aisle 
and out of his incredibly 
successful program. Still, 
though, while Alexander 
will miss their talents, he’s 
also looking forward to 
what is to come.

“I’m excited,” he said. 
“Am I scared? No. I’m 
excited. This is a new 
challenge for us from a 
coaching staff perspective. 
There is a knowledge base 
there between the coaches 
and kids. We know what to 
expect out of the kids and 
they know what to expect 
out of us.”

And if the past four years 
are any indication, those 
expectations are incredibly 
high.

Last spring, the Trojans 
graduated three runners 
who made up the balance 
of the most-successful run 
in school history. Gone are 
Morgan Gigandet, Emma 

Shigley and Megan Myers. 
All three were four-year 
letterwinners who helped 
lead the team to three Divi-
sion I state appearances, 
including a team runner-up 
finish in 2016. Gigandet — 
who will run at Iowa State 
this fall — was a four-time 
state qualifier, three-time 
state placer and last year’s 
Division I state champion. 
Shigley was a four-time 
state qualifier and Myers 
competed at state three 
times.

That leaves the Trojans 
with a paucity of experi-
ence, but not necessarily 
talent, Alexander said.

“We only have two girls 
returning who ran in last 
year’s district meet, that’s 
how inexperienced we 
are,” Alexander said. “The 
rest of our team this year 
has never run at a district 
meet, let alone a regional 
or state meet.”

Still, though, those two 
returning runners should 
help form an incredibly 
strong nucleus for the 
Trojans. Senior Olivia 
Tyre is a three-time state 
qualifier who placed 17th 
as a sophomore. Last year 
she struggled with illness 
late in the season, but still 
managed to help lead the 
Trojans back to state. Also 

returning is sophomore 
Dinah Gigandet, whom 
Alexander said has made 
huge strides since her 
freshman season, when she 
also competed at state.

“We’ll rely a lot on those 
two for leadership this 
season,” Alexander said. 
“I think those are two 
kids who are also looking 
to prove something this 
season. I know Tyre battled 
anemia last season and 
she definitely wants to get 
back to the point she was 
at two years ago. If she is 
healthy, I know she can do 
that. Dinah is a good, solid 
runner in her own right. 

I know it’s tough to be 
known as Morgan’s young-
er sister, but I definitely 
think she’s ready to make a 
name for herself.”

Sophomore Hannah 
Markeson was in Troy’s 
starting line-up last year 
until an injury caused her 
to miss the last part of the 
season. Senior Katie Cas-
taneda also has battled inju-
ries throughout her career 
and will be looking to earn 
a spot on the varsity.

“Hannah Markeson has 
a depth of varsity experi-
ence,” Alexander said. 
“Injuries prevented pre-
vented her from compet-

ing in the postseason. We 
hope she can take what she 
learned last year and be 
there again this year. Katie 
Castaneda has had some 
incredibly bad luck with 
injuries her entire career. 
We are hoping she can stay 
healthy and compete for 
us.”

Rounding out the roster 
in the upper three classes 
for the Trojans will be: 
seniors Azalia Ali and 
Grace Walling; juniors 
Alayna Jones, Katie Lord, 
Angelica Manzano, Saman-
tha Mascarella, Lydia Ryan, 
Savannah Travers and Julia 
Rose Williams; and sopho-
mores Jordyn Frees and 
Kylie Smith.

Troy also has an incom-
ing freshman class that 

is loaded with talent and 
potential, but obviously 
lacks varsity experience.

“Team-wise, there are 
going to be so many more 
new challenges,” Alexander 
said. “We have to teach so 
much more than we have 
the past few years. It used 
to be I could just write 
a workout on the board 
and all of the kids knew 
exactly what it meant and 
what they had to do. Now 
we have to take a little 
more time to break things 
down and explain them. 
I’m excited to get into the 
season and see what tran-
spires.”

Contact David Fong at dfong@
troydailynews.com; follow him on 
Twitter @thefong 

up for the first time, 
and we’re hoping he’ll 
contribute. They’ll 
probably be our biggest 
leaders this year.

“We’re a pretty young 
team this year, though. 
We have eight or nine 
freshmen this year, and 
they make up the bulk 
of our roster.”

A few of those fresh-
men that could contrib-
ute right away, though, 
are Braden Coate, 
Will Schafer and Nick 
Anderson.

“Braden is the eighth-
grader that won the 
junior high GWOC last 
year,” Matthews said. 
“He was in the low 11s. 
Those three are the 
ones we’re hoping will 
be able to contribute 
right away. They’ve 
been up with our 
varsity runners from 
last year, and they’re 
looking to make an 
impact.”

But competing in the 
Greater Western Ohio 
Conference American 
League North Division, 
the Trojans know it will 
always be a challenge.

“In the GWOC North, 
Tippecanoe is the one 
you’re always looking 
to beat,” Matthews 
said. “Butler’s always 
strong competition, but 
between the seniors we 
have coming back and 
the freshmen we have 
coming in, we’re hop-
ing to be very competi-
tive and be competing 
for those No. 1 and 2 
spots in the North.”
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Troy girls cross country team sees new faces, new challenges

David Fong | Troy Daily News file photos
Troy’s Olivia Tyre (right) competes at last year’s Division I state 
cross country meet.

Troy’s Dinah Gigandet (left) competes at last year’s Division I state 
cross country meet.

Young Trojan runners hope to compete in North
By Josh Brown
jbrown@aimmediamidwest.com

TROY — The Troy 
boys cross country 
team has lost most of 
its most recognizable 
faces over the past few 
years.

But with a large 
freshman class, the Tro-
jans are hoping some of 
the younger faces will 
become the new ones 
that people remember 
for years to come.

“It’s a little different 
this year,” Troy boys 
cross country coach 
Phil Matthews said. 
“We’ve had pretty top-
heavy underclassmen 
teams the last few 
years, so with so many 
underclassmen, we’re 
counting on our few 
seniors to show them 
the way and kind of 
help them understand 
what our expectations 
are and what they’re 
capable of. We’re really 

counting on the seniors 
to push the underclass-
men and bring them 
along this year.”

The team lost a total 
of six seniors, with 
Andy Smith and his 
brother Greg chief 
among them.

“Andy was the big-
gest name among them, 
and Greg was on-again, 
off-again on varsity, 
but their presence was 
always felt,” Matthews 
said.

Seth Plantz and 
Logan Huth are two of 
Troy’s leading return-
ing runners from last 
year, with Sam Felton 
also returning and 
Keegan Potts joining 
the team as a senior.

“We’re definitely a 
younger team this year, 
but we have five return-
ing seniors,” Matthews 
said. “Seth, Logan and 
Sam are our returners, 
and Keegan is a former 
soccer player coming 

Josh Brown/Troy Daily News file
From left, Troy’s Logan Huth, Adam Falknor, Seth Plantz and Josh Lovitt run in a pack at last year’s 
GWOC cross country meet at Centerville High School.

And that’s paramount 
among the team’s 
goals.

“Definitely compet-
ing in the GWOC 
North,” Matthews said. 
“The team also has a 
goal to make it out of 
districts to the regional 
as a team. That’s some-
thing we haven’t done 
in a few years — we’ve 

had Stephen (Jones) 
make it out and go to 
state as an individual, 
and the last individual 
we had make it to 
regional was Andy 
Smith last year. So 
those are our biggest 
team goals: compete in 
the North and make it 
to regionals as a team.

“It’s a long season. 

We just need to try to 
improve every week. 
It’ll come down to the 
seniors performing 
where we expect them 
to be, and hopefully the 
young kids step up and 
show their potential.”

Contact Josh Brown at (937) 552-
2132, or follow @TroyDailySports 
on Twitter.
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Troy volleyball aims for 7th straight North title
By Josh Brown
jbrown@aimmediamidwest.com

TROY — After gradu-
ating its top offensive 
weapon and its long-time 
setter, the Troy volleyball 
team still has plenty of 
pieces to build a success-
ful team with.

Finding the right places 
for them all is coach 
Michelle Owen’s current 
challenge.

Troy returns four 
seniors and a host of tal-
ented underclassmen that 
contributed to last year’s 
team as it won its sixth 
straight division title 
and returned to the Divi-
sion I district final in the 
postseason. But the team 
also brings in lofty expec-
tations because of that 
strong run, and Owen 
wants to make sure her 
Trojans are all prepared 
to keep it going.

“We’re still figuring out 
our roles, who is going to 
do what,” she said. “What 
we’re going to do when 
the people we are count-
ing on start to struggle, 
can we step up and be 
that person? Because 
we’ve got a lot of good 
offense coming back, 
we’ve got the people in 
the right spots to do well, 
it’s just how do we put 
the pieces of the puzzle 
together.

“It’s like we’ve got a 
1,000-piece jigsaw puzzle, 
and we’ve got to try to 
figure out how to put the 
pieces together because 
they’re just lying all over 
the place.”

Luckily, the Trojans 
have four experienced 
seniors to lean on for 
leadership, beginning 
with libero Alexa Holland 
in the back court.

“Alexa is our key back 
court person returning, 
trying to bring us some 
stability back there,” 
Owen said. “She’s kind 
of the calming force back 
there. She’s our captain 
and leading in the vocal 
sense. That’s what we’re 
counting on her for and 
wanting from her.”

Also back are seniors 
Payton Riley, Gabbi John-
son and Anya Coleman. 
Riley is an outside hitter, 
Johnson will play right 
side after an injury-filled 
junior season and Cole-
man will be a defensive 
specialist on her first year 
on varsity.

With last year’s leader 
in kills Camryn Moeller 
playing at Ohio State this 
season, the Trojans still 
have a lot of kills coming 
back from last season’s 
team. Junior Lauren 
Schmitz will likely step 
into Moeller’s role on the 
outside, with juniors Bri-
anna Slusher and Carly 
Pfeiffer also returning 
in the middle and junior 
Kate Orban moving from 
right side to the outside. 
Schmitz had 174 kills and 
Slusher had 161 kills last 
season, with Orban and 
Pfeiffer both adding 83 — 
making it four of Troy’s 
top five in kills returning.

“Lauren is our leading 
offensive weapon, and 
she’ll bring the power 

Photos by Josh Brown/Troy Daily News file
Troy’s Lauren Schmitz (13), Alexa Holland (16) and the Trojan bench 
celebrate winning a point during a long run during its Division I 
sectional championship match last season.

Troy’s Alexa Holland passes the 
ball last season.

Troy’s Brianna Slusher serves 
last season.

Troy tennis ready for tough road
By Josh Brown
jbrown@aimmediamidwest.com

TROY — The Troy 
tennis team hasn’t won 
a division title since 
2015.

With five players 
returning this season, 
the Trojans are hoping 
to change that.

But even with all of 
the experience the team 
has coming back, Troy 
coach Mark Goldner 
knows how difficult a 
climb it could be this 
season after the team 
finished third in the 
Greater Western Ohio 
Conference American 
North Division last 
year with an 8-2 record, 
behind champion Butler 
and runner-up Green-
ville.

For the Trojans under 
Goldner, the goals going 
into the season never 
change.

“We always have the 
goal to win the GWOC 
North … and that’s 
going to be a tough goal 
this year,” he said. “We 
also always have the 
goal to get somebody 
to qualify for the dis-
trict tournament, and 
we have a chance to do 
that.”

The Trojans will have 
their two returning 
seniors, Katie Sherrick 
and Hailey Taylor, at 
singles this season, as 
well as returning junior 
Mackenzie Nosker. 
Sherrick played first sin-
gles all last season and 
will likely do so again, 
while Taylor was at 
first doubles along with 
graduate Jackie Fulker. 
Nosker played third 
singles, and currently 
it’s a friendly competi-
tion between the two of 
them for the second and 
third spots.

Junior Kit Woelke and 
sophomore Cady Rhea 
both return, as well, 
and will likely team up 

again and move up to 
first doubles after play-
ing second doubles last 
year.

“Right now, Katie’s 
definitely going to play 
first,” Goldner said. “It’s 
been a battle between 
Hailey and Mackenzie 
and Kit for second and 
third, and right now 
Hailey is probably a hair 
ahead of Mackenzie for 
two and three. Kit is 
probably looking at first 
doubles with Cady, and 
they played together 
last year.”

Freshman Esha Patel 
will likely play second 
doubles, with four other 
players being looked 
at to team up with her: 
sophomores Danielle 
Robbins, Ainsley Savard 
and Kylee Ayers and 
freshman Sarah Grosse.

“We’ve got Esha at 
second, and right now 
we’re trying to figure 
out which of the four 
is going to be playing 
with her,” Goldner said. 
“It could be a revolving 
door for a while until 
we figure it out, unless 
someone steps up here 
in the next two or three 
days. We’ll just have to 
wait and see.

Hopefully as the year 
goes along, we’ll get 
better at all of the posi-
tions,” Goldner said. 
“And if things aren’t 
going well, I’m open to 
some changes. We’ll just 
have to wait and see 
how it goes.”

Last year, the Trojans 
were 12-4 overall and 
finished third in the 
division — and Goldner 
looks at Greenville and 
Butler to be teams to 
beat once again, with 
the league improving 
from top to bottom.

“Greenville has a lot 
of people back and a lot 
of depth coming back,” 
Goldner said. “Tippe-
canoe is probably going 
to be really good, defi-

Josh Brown/Troy Daily News file
Troy senior Katie Sherrick will be back at first singles this season.

File photo courtesy Lee Woolery/
Speedshot Photo

Troy’s Hailey Taylor serves 
during a match last season.

File photo courtesy Lee Woolery/Speedshot Photo
Troy’s Mackenzie Nosker hits a volley last season.

from the outside,” Owen 
said. “Hitting out of the 
back row, front row, her 
serving game, ball con-
trol — a lot of people are 
looking at her to be the 
replacement scoring-wise, 
and I think she feels that 
pressure right now. But 
she doesn’t need to be 
the only person scoring 
for us — we have a lot 
of other people that can 
score points. But she does 
bring us a lot of experi-
ence and we have high 
expectations for her.

“In the middle, Brianna 
was the GWOC all-middle 
for us last year, and Carly 
was middle last year, 
too, so we have experi-
ence there. And Kate is a 
returning hitter that we’re 
putting as a combination 
with Lauren and Payton 
to bring us some offense 
on the left side.”

Also returning is junior 
Morgan Baber, who will 
be taking over for gradu-

ate Dana Wynkoop.
“She’s a returning set-

ter that we pulled up at 
the end of the year, got 
her some experience,” 
Owen said. “We got her 
feet wet and got her ready 
to step into that 5-1 role 
that she’s running this 
year.”

The Trojans also have a 
collection of new juniors 
on varsity — defensive 
specialists Ella Furlong 
and Emmie Jackson, as 
well as backup setter 
Emily Huber — and a 
pair of sophomores in 
right side Hallie West-
meyer and defensive spe-
cialist Brennah Hutchin-
son.

And even though the 
Trojans’ goal is easy to 
pin down — winning 
a seventh straight divi-
sion title in the Greater 
Western Ohio Conference 
American North — it 
won’t be easy to keep the 
streak going.

“The girls obviously 
have the goal to win the 
division again. But it 
doesn’t get easier,” Owen 
said. “Every year, it’s 
going to be hard. The 
rest of the teams have 
it out for us and will be 
out to get us. Tippecanoe 
is obviously going to be 
strong. We’ve handled 
them since they joined 
the league, but I feel like 
they always bring it. We 
have to come ready to 
play when we play them. 
Sidney has gotten bet-
ter, too. They played us 
tough last year. Green-
ville and Butler both 
have coaching changes, 

so we don’t know what to 
expect there. And then of 
course you have the Troy-
Piqua rivalry.”

And beyond the regular 
season, including seven 
tough non-conference 
matchups, the Trojans 
hope to get back to dis-
trict, as well.

“Our goal every year is 
to get back to district,” 
Owen said. “It’s good 
experience for the girls, 
and with our non-confer-
ence schedule, we hope to 
be prepared for the sec-
tional final and get back 
there. That sectional final 
is always a good match. 
But our girls, I think, are 
one of the premiere teams 
in Dayton. We’ve shown 
that, and we deserve to 
be in that conversation — 
and hopefully in October 
we can be one of those 
last four teams standing 
in our district again.”

Contact Josh Brown at (937) 552-
2132, or follow @TroyDailySports 
on Twitter.

nitely better than last 
year, and Butler is going 
to be really good. Right 
now, I look at those 
three teams ahead of us, 
and hopefully we can 
step up to the challenge 
when we play those 
teams.

“We’ve got a couple 
teams on our schedule 
that we didn’t get to 
play last year because 
of rainouts. Fairmont is 
going to be good, Miam-
isburg is very good, we 
didn’t get to play Alter 
and they are very good, 
and we are going to play 
Chaminade Julienne, 
which is very good. 
We’re going to have our 
hands full.”
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Red Devils looking to finish games
By Josh Brown
jbrown@aimmediamidwest.com

TIPP CITY — Tippe-
canoe’s second season in 
the Greater Western Ohio 
Conference American 
North Division wasn’t 
ideal.

But after the Red Dev-
ils went 4-6 overall and 
missed the playoffs, snap-
ping a 12-year postseason 
streak, they’re planning 
on big changes — begin-
ning with opening night.

When Tippecanoe 
opens the season at home 
against Bellbrook on Aug. 
24, it will play on its new 
turf field at Tipp City 
Park officially for the first 
time. And with the return-
ing experience the Devils 
have coming back, they 
will hope to be playing on 
turf beyond Week 10.

But first things first — 
Bellbrook on Aug. 24.

“It’s going to be our 
first game on that new 
turf, and a lot of people 
are looking forward to 
coming out to that,” 
Tippecanoe coach Joel 
Derge said. “We have 
a jamboree scrimmage 
seven days before that, so 
that’ll technically be the 
first time we feature our-
selves on that turf.

“We play on turf all 
the time. And that’s our 
goal in Week 12 and 13 is 
playing on turf, because 
that means you’re making 
the playoffs. Nine of our 
10 games will be on turf 
this year. It’s something 
our kids are used to, and 
we’re looking forward to 
the new field.”

As for the product 
Tippecanoe puts on the 
new field?

“We feel good about 
what we’ve got coming 
back this year,” Derge 

said. “We’ve got a lot of 
guys that have a lot of 
experience on the offen-
sive and defensive lines. 
We struggled last year 
and went 1-4 in our divi-
sion, but there were a lot 
of positives — like we 
never trailed at halftime 
in any of those games. 
Yeah, we were tied in a 
few of them, but we never 
trailed. So really, it’s all 
about execution, building 
unity in practicing and 
finishing each and every 
game.

“We’re focusing on the 
hunt — not just chasing 
what you’re after, but 
finishing what you’re 
hunting. We’re after 
redemption this year, and 
these kids on this team 
have experienced success. 
When they were sopho-
mores, we were playing 
in Week 11. When they 
were freshmen, we were 
playing in Week 12. These 
kids are used to going to 
the playoffs, and that’s our 
goal this year. We want 
to compete in the GWOC 
North and be playing in 
November.”

Tippecanoe’s returners 
on the lines are led by 

Grant Heatherly, a 6-foot-
4, 275-pound senior, as 
well as fellow senior Tyler 
Altic.

“Grant’s a big kid up 
front that plays both ways 
and will do a lot of good 
things, and he’s being a 
leader,” Derge said. “And 
Tyler is another senior 
that will play on the offen-
sive and defensive line, 
and he’s picked up the 
leadership role and get-
ting guys to work hard for 
him.”

They’ll be helping clear 
the way for a backfield 
with some experience, 
too. Senior Josh Bur-
ritt is the team’s leading 
returning rusher, going 
for 941 yards and nine 
touchdowns. And though 
the team graduated lead-
ing rusher Cole Barhorst, 
there are a few options at 
fullback to replace him.

“Josh’s goal is to reach 
1,000 yards this year, 
and he’s working really 
hard,” Derge said. “Cade 
Beam has really stepped 
up at fullback. We have 
to replace Cole Barhorst, 
and we’re looking for a 
guy to do that. Mason 
Doll and Nick Weethee 

are going to see some 
time, too. But we’re look-
ing for three halfbacks 
and a couple fullbacks to 
pound the middle of the 
defense, and it’s an open 
competition.”

Also back is senior wide 
receiver/defensive back 
Bryce McCullough and 
senior Brad Detwiller, 
who took over the quar-
terback position in the 
middle of the season last 
year after the original 
starter was hurt — but 
the quarterback picture 
isn’t so clear cut this year.

“Quarterback is a 
competition every day,” 
Derge said. “We have a 
kid that played six weeks 
for us last year after our 
quarterback went down 
and we lost him for the 
year. Brad is returning at 
quarterback, and he’s our 
senior, Then we also have 
Jackson Subler, who got 
a lot of reps in Weeks 9 
and 10 last year, and then 
Troy Taylor is just a soph-
omore, but he’s spinning 
the ball well in practice 
and finding the receivers. 
So we’re working really 
hard at the quarterback 
position. The thing we’re 

looking for there is a 
leader and a competitor, 
and the guy that does that 
best is going to win that 
spot. And Bryce is one of 
our top receivers and does 
a great job, too.”

The Devils also have a 
pair of seniors at lineback-
er in Mason Gostomsky 
and Ben Ambose.

“Mason started for us 
last year and is our lead-
ing returning tackler,” 
Derge said. “He hasn’t 
missed a workout since 
January. He’s been work-
ing really hard and is 
the quarterback of our 
defense. Guys really 
respect him, he does a 
great job of reading his 
keys and has a nose to 
always be around the foot-
ball. And we’re really look-
ing for Ben to step up this 
year. He’s going to play 
both sides of the ball and 
special teams for us.”

And with that experi-
ence, Derge and the Red 
Devils hope to flip some 
of last year’s results.

“Army went 2-10 one 
year, and the very next 
year, they didn’t change 
anything offensively or 
defensively,” Derge said. 
“They just got better lead-
ership, better competitors 
and better execution late 

in games and went 9-3 
after just one season. And 
Army’s schedule is tough. 
That’s what we’re going 
to try to do — we’re not 
going to change things. 
We’re just going to focus 
on getting better at what 
we do.”

And the Devils will 
need to, as their schedule 
is tough, as well.

“The league’s going to 
be tough,” Derge said. “It 
was last year. Everyone 
is really good. There’s 
no doubt that Troy is 
the favorite. In the last 
two years, they’ve gone 
a combined 10-0 in the 
division and coach (Matt) 
Burgbacher has done a 
great job over there. But 
there’s other good teams, 
like Piqua and Butler, that 
always contend. Both 
those teams beat us last 
year. Sidney lost a lot, but 
their culture has changed 
and they get after it, and 
Greenville has struggled 
the last few years, but 
they always give us a good 
game. But right now, Troy 
is the league champ until 
someone takes it from 
them — and hopefully 
that’s us.”

Contact Josh Brown at (937) 552-
2132, or follow @TroyDailySports 
on Twitter.

Tippecanoe’s Josh Burritt is the leading returning rusher for the 
Red Devils this season.

Photos by Josh Brown/Troy Daily News file
The Tippecanoe Red Devils rush onto the field before a game last season.

Tipp girls set sights on state
By Josh Brown
jbrown@aimmediamidwest.com

TIPP CITY — The 
Tippecanoe girls cross 
country team is comfort-
able at the state meet.

After all, the Red Devils 
have been there five years 
in a row.

And this year’s senior 
class has been particular-
ly successful there, with 
two third-place finishes 
and one second-place fin-
ish on the state’s biggest 
stage. This season, the 
Devils are hoping to go 
out on top.

Back to lead the way is 
senior Katie Taylor, who 
has been All-Ohio the 
past two seasons, as well 
as fellow seniors Kaili Tit-
ley, Stephanie Fink, Jillian 
Brown and Annie Mar-
tino. Junior Tori Prenger, 
sophomore Mackenzie 
Dix and freshman Annie 
Sinning will add depth to 
the lineup.

“Last year’s regional 
champs and finished third 
in the state in Division 
II,” Tippecanoe coach 
Byron Kimmel said. “The 
girls will look to make 
a sixth-consecutive trip 
to the state meet. (The 
seniors) will provide 

leadership and state-level 
experience, while Tori 
— a switch-over from 
volleyball — Mackenzie 
and Annie should provide 
strong support for the 
seniors.”

* Boys Cross Country
Tippecanoe junior 

Bryce Conley — a return-
ing state qualifier — will 
look to lead a Red Devil 
boys cross country team 
with one of its deeper ros-
ters in years.

Seniors Ethan Heit-
kamp, Andrew Doviak, 
Braydon Kimmel and 
Noah Ballard, juniors 
Brennan Larned, Austin 
Rogers and Tri-Village 
transfer Landen Fraylick 
and sophomores Brayden 
Underwood and Patrick 
McCaffrey will look to 
lead the Red Devils back 
to the state tournament 
as a team.

“The 1028 squad 
returns several lettermen 
from last year’s Miami 
County champion and 
district runner-up team,” 
Tippecanoe coach Byron 
Kimmel said. “Bryce Con-
ley was Miami County 
champion, All-GWOC 
and a state qualifier, and 
he will receive support 

David Fong/Troy Daily News file
Tippecanoe’s Katie Taylor competes at the Division II state meet 
last season at National Trail Raceway in Hebron.

Josh Brown/Troy Daily News file
Tippecanoe’s Jackie Bashore battles a Badin player for the ball 
during last year’s regional semifinal at Chaminade Julienne.

from one of Tipp cross 
country’s deeper teams. 
The seniors will provide 
experience and leader-
ship, and the (younger 
runners) will be in the 
mix for varsity positions.”

* Boys Soccer
The past two seasons, 

the Tippecanoe boys 
soccer team has won 
outright Greater Western 
Ohio Conference Ameri-
can North Division cham-
pionships.

The past two seasons, 
the Red Devils have also 
been to the regional final, 
losing both times to Alter.

After graduating a 
host of seniors off of that 
team, though, Tippecanoe 
coach Scott Downing is 
not lowering his expec-
tations this year as he 
enters his 17th season 
with the team — a team 
that still returns firepow-
er and has plenty of new 
talent ready to step into 
the roles vacated by last 
year’s graduates.

“Our goals are to win 
the GWOC North and 
return to the regional 

finals,” Downing said.
Leading the returners 

up front are junior Ben 
Sauls, the team’s leading 
returning scorer with 
15 goals and four assists 
last season, and senior 
Cameron Suebert. In the 
midfield will be Michael 
Pfister, Matt Hinkle, Ben 
Halsey and Jake Row-
lands, and on defense 
will be Jake Weimer, 
Adam Trimbach and Clay 
Vaughn.

* Girls Soccer
Last year, Tippecanoe’s 

girls soccer team finished 
tied for second in the 
Greater Western Ohio 
Conference American 
North Division, only to 
bounce back in the post-
season by reaching the 
regional final.

The Red Devils gradu-
ated a big senior class 
but still return nine play-
ers off of that regional 
runner-up team, but as a 
whole the team has got-
ten much younger, giving 
coach Brandon Baker a 
chance to build for the 
present and future as he 

enters his seventh season 
with the team.

Tippecanoe lost its 
leading two scorers to 
graduation, but returning 
up top is senior Jackie 
Bashore, the team’s 
third-leading scorer last 
year (eight goals, three 
assists). Also back in 
the midfield are seniors 
Makayla Stallard (two 
goals, two assists), Han-
nah Kramer (two goals, 
five assists) and Kearsten 
Hill as well as sophomore 
Hannah Rittenhouse 
— who was the team’s 
fourth-leading scorer last 
season with seven goals 
and three assists. And on 
defense this season will 
be junior Lauren Clapper 
and sophomore Payton 
Willis, with senior Lauren 
Robbins in goal.

“We are always look-
ing to win the GWOC 
North title,” Baker said. 
“We have nine returning 
varsity players and have 
added nine girls to the 
team. We will be young, 
adding seven sophomores 
and one freshman. We 
will have to work hard to 

make another long run in 
the tournament.”

* Volleyball
The Tippecanoe vol-

leyball team was young 
last year when it went 
20-6, finished second to 
six-time defending divi-
sion champion Troy and 
reached the district final.

This year, the Red Dev-
ils are looking to lean on 
that experience as they 
look to replicate and build 
on last season’s success.

“Coming off of a 13-2 
division record and 20-6 
season, we should fin-
ish in the top two in the 
(Greater Western Ohio 
Conference) American 
North Division,” said 
sixth-year Tippecanoe 
volleyball coach Howard 
Garcia. “And we should 
do well in the tournament 
after getting to districts 
last season. We also want 
to do better as people and 
as teammates, improve 
our ball control and team 
hitting efficiency, as well 
as win our conference

See TIPP | 17



Thursday, August 23, 2018     9Troy Daily News FALL SPORTS PREVIEW

Home of the FREE Custom Mouthguard!

201820182018201820182018201820182018201820182018201820182018201820182018201820182018201820182018201820182018201820182018201820182018201820182018201820182018201820182018201820182018201820182018201820182018201820182018201820182018201820182018201820182018201820182018

ReadersReadersReadersReadersReadersReadersReadersReadersReadersReadersReadersReadersReadersReadersReadersReadersReadersReadersReadersReadersReadersReadersReadersReadersReadersReadersReadersReadersReadersReadersReadersReadersReadersReadersReadersReadersReadersReadersReadersReadersReadersReadersReadersReadersReadersReadersReadersReadersReadersReadersReadersReadersReadersReadersReadersReadersReadersReadersReadersReadersReadersReadersReadersReadersReadersReadersReadersReadersReadersReadersReadersReadersReadersReadersReadersReadersReadersReadersReadersReadersReadersReadersReadersReadersReadersReadersReadersReadersReadersReadersReadersReadersReadersReadersReadersReadersReadersReadersReadersReadersReadersReadersReadersReadersReaders’

OH-70070553

Spirit Wear for Covington Buccs,
Miami East Vikings, Piqua 

Indians, Tipp City Red Devils, 
Troy Christian Eagles 

& Troy Trojans
401 SW Corner Public Square, Troy • 339-1618

O
H

-7
00

70
48

5

Vikings look to cement lasting legacy
By Josh Brown
jbrown@aimmediamidwest.com

CASSTOWN — In 59 
years of football, Miami 
Easts program has never 
had a run quite like the 
one it is on currently.

And this year’s senior 
class has a chance to 
cement its legacy even 
further.

Last year’s seniors 
graduated as the only 
class to come through 
the Miami East program 
to win two league titles, 
sharing the Cross Coun-
ty Conference crown 
in 2015 and winning it 
outright in 2017. But 
with a horde of returning 
talent and key players 
back from a team that 
went 9-2 last season and 
added a sixth straight 
trip to the playoffs to 
its resume, this year’s 
Viking seniors have set 
their sights on becom-
ing the first class to win 
three league titles, as 
well as keeping Miami 
County’s longest-running 
current postseason 
streak going.

“Our goals are the 
same as we always 
have — compete for a 
league title and play in 
Week 11,” Miami East 
coach Max Current said. 
“Our senior class, they 
can be the first class to 
win three league titles 
in our school. No other 
class has won three in 
football. Last year was 
the first time a class has 
ever won two. These 
kids have a chance to do 
something that no one in 
the history of our school 
has. This is the 60th 
year of football at Miami 
East, and they can really 

leave a great legacy as a 
class.”

With the firepower 
the Vikings have coming 
back to the field, they’ll 
definitely be one of the 
CCC’s favorites as they 
begin their title defense.

“On paper, we’re pretty 
good. That’s for sure,” 
Current said.”We’re 
returning 10 starters 
on offense and nine on 
defense. But that’s on 
paper. You’ve still got to 
go out and keep working 
and improving, not get 
complacent or satisfied 
with what you’ve already 
done and keep striving 
to do things that no one 
else has ever done.

“We may have snuck 
up on some people 
this year, but we’re not 
sneaking up on anybody 
this year. We’ll have a big 
bullseye on our backs.”

For Miami East, every-
thing begins up front, 
where the Vikings return 
their entire offensive 
line from last year, along 
with the quarterback, 
backfield and wideouts. 

Only the tight end 
will not be a returning 
starter.

Leading the way on 
the line is Brenden Dal-
ton, a four-year starter 
who was a third-team 
All-Ohio selection last 
season, who will play at 
one guard while fellow 
senior Cody Smith plays 
the other. Seniors Cody 
Niswonger and Lance 
Rohrbach will play the 
tackles, and senior and 
three-year starter Caleb 
Snyder will play center.

“Our whole offensive 
line is back. Those guys 
have a lot of experi-
ence,” Current said. 
“The guards, tackles 
and center are all back. 
How well they go is how 
well we’re going to go. 
We’re hoping those guys 
up front can pave the 
way for the guys behind 
them.”

In the backfield will 
be senior Vincent Vil-
lella, who rushed for 
1,306 yards and 21 
touchdowns last year 
to lead the team, senior 

and four-year starter 
Justin Brown, senior 
Colt Frazier and junior 
Kaleb Nickels. Senior 
quarterback Ian Gengler 
also returns and will 
be a three-year starter, 
with senior Blaine 
Brokschmidt and juniors 
Nick Levalley and Aaron 
Lawrence at wide receiv-
er and seniors Devin 
Lawrence and Michael 
Miller taking over at 
tight end.

And on defense, Dal-
ton, Devin Lawrence, 
Rohrbach and Snyder 
will play along the defen-
sive line, with senior 
Corey Hardcastle rotat-
ing in. At linebacker, 
Villella and Aaron Law-
rence will share time on 
the inside with Smith 
and junior Hunter Gross, 
and on the outside will 
be Frazier, Nickels and 
senior Connor McNulty.

And in the secondary, 
Brokschmidt and Leval-
ley will be on the corners 
along with junior Jesse 
Nick, with Brown at 
safety. Brokschmidt is 

also the team’s punter … 
but kicker was a concern 
going into the preseason.

“We’ve got to find a 
kicker,” Current said. 
“That’s a concern. 
Last year, we beat Fort 
Loramie by a point and 
lost our playoff game by 
two points, and the kick-
ing game was huge in 
both of those games. But 
I think we will.”

And with the Vikings 
entering the year on a 
10-game winning streak 
in the CCC — including 
an 8-0 undefeated run 
last season — they will 
definitely be the team 
everyone is gunning 
for this year. And Cur-
rent isn’t taking anyone 
lightly.

“I worry about all of 
them, to tell you the 
truth,” he said. “Cov-
ington was a real young 
team last year that 
was really good. Fort 
Loramie is going to be 
really good. Bethel, after 
the year they had last 
year getting to the play-
offs, maybe that pumped 
some good mojo into 
them. I look for Arcanum 
and Tri-County North 
to both be better with 
coaches in their second 
year.

“Honestly, though, I 
worry more about my 
guys than studying our 
opponents. A lot of 
people worry about who 
has which guys coming 
back, but I’m more wor-
ried about my starters 
and who I’m going to 
have back.”

And even though 
Miami East has made the 
playoffs each year since 
2012, the Vikings are 
still looking for a second 
postseason victory. After 
moving up to Division V 
last season, the Vikings 
earned the No. 1 seed 
but were upset in the 
opening round by No. 8 
Reading.

“We’ve been getting 
there, but we’ve only 
been able to win one,” 
Current said. “But we’ll 
worry about that if we 
get there. Every year, our 
No. 1 goal is to compete 
for a league title. If we 
can do that, everything 
else will take care of 
itself.

“It an anniversary year 
for us, and our goal is 
to make it a memorable 
one.”

Contact Josh Brown at (937) 552-
2132, or follow @TroyDailySports 
on Twitter.

Photos by Josh Brown/Troy Daily News file
Miami East’s Vincent Villella had a huge season last year for the Vikings and is back in the backfield 
again for his senior season.

Miami East senior Ian Gengler will start at quarterback for the 
third year this season.

Different look, same goals for Viking volleyball
By Josh Brown
jbrown@aimmediamidwest.com

CASSTOWN — Two 
seasons removed from a 
state championship, the 
Miami East volleyball 
team will look very differ-
ent this year.

But the goals for the 
Vikings are still the same.

Miami East has won 
every Cross County 
Conference champion-
ship this decade, eight 
straight from 2010 on, 
and the Vikings will be 
looking to claim the title 
for a ninth straight season 
this year, as well as an 
eighth straight trip to the 
regional tournament. But 
after the graduation of a 
talented senior class that 
included the team’s two 
leaders for the past four 
seasons, Jonni Parker 
and Kyndall Hellyer, the 
Vikings will need to find 
firepower elsewhere.

“It’s going to be a dif-
ferent type of seasons 
for us,” said Miami East 
coach Dan Peterson, 
entering his third season 
as head coach. “We lost 
a lot of talent but still 
return multiple players 
who have excelled at 
the varsity level. We still 
expect to win our league, 
and our region sets up 
pretty well for us, and in 
the end our goal is to still 
make it back to region-
als. Even with having to 
remake the way we play, 
with the experience we 
have returning, we feel 
like it is a realistic goal.”

Seniors Ashlyn Monnin 
and Delaney Bourelle will 
be looked at for offense 
on the outside, along with 
junior Sophie Jacomet 
and sophomore Sierra 
Kinnison. Senior Lydia 
Conley will be back in the 
middle, joined by junior 
Nichole Hood, senior 

Macie Schaffner and 
junior Gretchen Frock 
will take over setting 
duties and juniors Gabri-
elle Hawkins and Lauren 
Fisher will provide defen-
sive support.

* Girls Soccer
Heidi Perry, in her 

sixth year with the team, 
will take over as head 
coach of the Miami East 
girls soccer team — a 
program with a solid mix 
of returners and new tal-
ent looking to climb back 
to the top of the Cross 
County Conference.

It starts on defense 
for the Vikings, where 
seniors Savannah Nehring 
and Cerstin Gross, junior 
Emily Adkins and sopho-
more Rori Hunley will 
assist keeper junior Kelly 
Buck. In the midfield will 
be senior Whitley Gross, 
junior Kirsten Overholser, 
sophomores Cadence 
Gross, Sophia Markley 
and backup keeper Mor-
gan Hamby and freshmen 
Chloe Aviles and Paxton 
Hunley, and playing up 
front will be junior Chloee 
Thomas, senior Madeline 
Miller and sophomores 
Cassidy Walker and 
Meadow Powers.

“Our goals are to have a 
positive spirit focused on 
putting the team first in 
all situations, to keep our 
composure and intensity 
when we face adversity, to 
never back down during 
one second of play and 
to exemplify sportsman-
ship on and off the field,” 
Perry said. “We are going 
to fight every second of 
practice and every game 
to be the champions of 
the CCC. We expect a 
winning record overall, 
and we have big dreams 
for the tournament.”

Josh Brown/Troy Daily News file
The Miami East volleyball team celebrates a point during last 
year’s regional semifinal win over Anna.

Anthony Weber/Troy Daily News file
Miami East’s Parker Heim battles with Troy Christian’s Tristan 
Miller for the ball during a game last season.

* Boys Soccer
Nakilee Weni takes over 

the Miami East boys soc-
cer program this season, 
and he has big goals for 
the Vikings already.

“(We want to) win our 
conference, sectionals and 
regionals,” Weni said.

Conner Wilson and 
Jakob Brunke will play 
up top for the Vikings, 
with a large portion of 
their experience being in 
the midfield with Wesley 
Sutherly, Parker Heim, 
Jakob Demmit and Logan 
McEldowney. Collen 
Gudorf will play in the 
goal, with Dahlton Black 
and Gregory Fisher lead-
ing the defenders.

* Boys Cross Country
Miami East boys cross 

country coach Alan Rus-
sell returns for his 10th 
season with the team, 
and he is hoping to help 
his Vikings take the next 
step forward up the Cross 
County Conference lad-
der.

Back to assist with that 
are returning runners 
juniors Alex Hayes and 
Michael Bair and sopho-
more Garrett LeMaster.

“For the last several 
years, we have placed 
second at the CCC league 
race,” he said. “We are 
hoping to improve upon 
this performance this 
year. I believe we can 

be very competitive in 
the league this season. 
The team will be a great 
group of guys to work 
with, and many of them 
have looked very strong 
during our summer train-
ing runs.”

* Girls Cross Country
Miami East’s girls cross 

country team will hope 
to have a group of young-
sters support returner 
Paige Blauvelt as the 
Vikings look to move up 
in the Cross County Con-
ference standings this 
year.

Blauvelt is the key 
returner this season, 
while Kiley Davie and 
Marisa Savini will lead 
the newcomers.

“Last year, we finished 
right in the middle of 
the pack during the CCC 
league meet. If we are 
able to stay healthy, I 
hope we can improve 
upon that position from 
last season,” Miami East 
girls cross country coach 
Alan Russell said. “Paige 
looks much improved 
during our summer train-
ing, and I think we have 
some young runners who 
will have good seasons.”

Contact Josh Brown at (937) 552-
2132, or follow @TroyDailySports 
on Twitter.
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the division’s top two 
scorers in Keltonn Dilhoff 
and Josh Daum. Return-
ing is senior Andrew 
Bessecker — the team’s 
third-leading scorer last 
year with four goals and 
four assists — and he will 
be joined up top by Land-
on Bechtel. Caden Hilling 
returns to help anchor 
the midfield, with Avory 
Creech, Shane Ullery and 
Tyler and Austin Ezerski 
back on defense.

* Volleyball
After the Bulldog vol-

leyball team finished 
second behind Waynes-
ville in the Southwestern 
Buckeye League Buckeye 
Division last year, Milton-
Union coach Doc Ginn 
hopes his 13th season 
with the team is a lucky 
one as they look to 
improve on last season’s 
13-10 record and reclaim 
the division crown.

Sophomore Madison 
Jones and juniors Allison 
Freisthler and Alyssa 
Jones will provide punch 
on the outside, while 
seniors Olivia Brown 
and Alexis Davis will fill 
the middle hitter roles. 
Senior Chloe Fogle will 
run the offense at setter 
with sophomore Emily 
Barker backing her up, 
and seniors Haley Bloom 
and Annika Hutchinson 
will add experience on 
defense.

“We will be competing 
for our league champion-
ship after a second-place 
finish last season, and 
we’re looking to Waynes-
ville, Preble Shawnee, 
Madison and Dixie — the 
usual suspects — to be 
our main competition,” 
Ginn said. “This is the 
tallest team as a whole 
I’ve ever had, with five 
players at 5-foot-10 or 
taller. And our depth will 
allow us to keep that kind 
of height in the front line 
for all six rotations. The 
key to our season will be 
passing and defensive 
play.”

* Boys Cross Country
As Michael Meredith 

returns for his 19th sea-
son coaching the Milton-
Union boys cross country 
team, the Bulldogs enter 
something of a transi-
tion year with some solid 
returners to provide lead-
ership for the younger 
runners.

Senior Harrison Litton, 
juniors Tristin Persinger 
and Cayden Galentine 
and sophomore Chris 
Miller all return, with 
freshman Eric Trittschuh 
looking to make an imme-
diate impact and senior 
Josh Woodell rejoining 
the team after missing 
last season.

“Eric will be a frontrun-
ner as an underclassman 
this year,” Meredith said. 

“With most frontrunners 
being underclassmen, we 
are a young team that will 
rely on pack running and 
teamwork to score well in 
big meets.”

* Girls Cross Country
The Milton-Union 

girls cross country team 
returns seven runners 
this season, and with the 
new talent coming up, 
second-year coach Luke 
Kinninger is hoping that 
the Bulldogs can build 
on their success from the 
Southwestern Buckeye 
League meet last season.

Returning for the Bull-
dogs are seniors Kyli Par-
sons and Brianna Collins, 
juniors Rachel Thompson 
and Laura Billing and 
sophomores Micah Tracy, 
Kelsie Tomlinson and 
Kenzie Beam. Three 
freshmen — Sophie Mer-
edith, Maddie Stasiak and 
Avalynn Barton — all join 
the team.

“Our two seniors 
bring a lot of valuable 
experience,” Kinninger 
said. “Bri and Kyli are 
talented, hard working 
and genuinely care about 
their fellow teammates. 
And we are excited to 

have the three freshmen 
join our team, and I look 
forward to watching their 
progress.

“Last season, we had 
five runners in the top 10 
and seven in the top 15 
at league. I think these 
ladies have a lot of poten-
tial to be tough competi-
tors again this season.”

* Tennis
First-year coach Jenny 

Fox takes over a Milton-
Union tennis program 
that won the Southwest-
ern Buckeye League 
Buckeye Division last 
year, and the Bulldogs 
have enough experience 
return to take aim at a 
title defense.

Meredith Fitch and 
Hannah Fugate both 
return at singles this sea-
son, with Fugate coming 
back after an All-SWBL 
Buckeye first team season 
and with Fitch as a sec-
ond team honoree. Taylor 
Falb also joins the roster 
this season and will look 
to make an immediate 
impact. And at doubles, 
Madison Silveira returns 
after earning All-SWBL
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Bret Pearce returns as Bulldogs’ coach
By Josh Brown
jbrown@aimmediamidwest.com

WEST MILTON — The last 
time Bret Pearce was the head 
coach of the Milton-Union 
football team, the Bulldogs 
were playing in 2012’s regional 
championship game.

“Five years since I was last 
coach, and I’m happy to be 
back. I feel good,” he said.

Pearce returns this year to 
coach a Bulldog squad that 
went to the playoffs twice and 
won a postseason game in his 
absence but is coming off of a 
4-6 year last season — but also 
to a team that he was never all 
that far away from, something 
that should make the transi-
tion from former coach and 
current athletic director Mark 
Lane a bit easier.

“I was an assistant for the 
last three years,” Pearce said. 
“Still being in the school and 
around the kids, I know the 
kids, and I think that is the 
most important thing. I’m still 
familiar with our athletes, and 
they’re familiar with me. I 
think that will make the transi-
tion run a little more smoothly.

“When Mark asked me to 
take back over, I didn’t really 
have to think too long about 
it. It feels like home. I’m very 
happy to be back.”

All of the Bulldogs’ losses 
last season came against teams 
that posted .500 records or 
better, including a three-point 
loss to Dixie and losses by 
two touchdowns or less to 
9-2 Miami East — which was 
the No. 1 seed in Milton-
Union’s playoff region last year 
— as well as Oakwood and 
Brookville.

With Pearce back at the 

helm, the team has high hopes.
“I know winning the league 

(Southwestern Buckeye 
League Buckeye Division) 
and returning to the playoffs 
is really high at the front of 
the kids’ minds,” Pearce said. 
“That’s what they want to do. 
And we had a couple teams 
beat us last year that I know 
our kids really want to turn the 
tables on and pay those teams 
back, so to say. But the thing I 
want to see most from them is 
obviously heart. I want to see 
kids that fly around the field at 
100 miles-per-hour. Hopefully 
they understand and learn and 
know the game, they play hard 
and they have fun doing it. 
That’s what I want to see.”

And the Bulldogs do have 
experienced players coming 
back to help make all of that 
happen — even if they gradu-
ated their most reliable weap-
on from the last four years.

Gone is Zac Shields, the Mil-
ton-Union program’s all-time 
leading rusher. But senior Rob-
bie Grove returns to step into 
the featured back role, return-
ing after rushing for 813 yards 
— second on the team — and 
six touchdowns last year.

Quarterback Will Morris 
also returns for his senior year 
after throwing for 481 yards 
and four touchdowns and run-
ning for 253 yards and four 
more scores last year. And also 
returning to help anchor the 
defense will be a pair of middle 
linebackers, senior Connor 
Gostomsky — who will also 
help carry the football, rushing 
for 356 yards and five touch-
downs last year — and junior 
Michael Witmer.

Also back are wide receiv-
ers Robbie Donnelly and A.J. 

Lovin, with Lovin, Morris, 
Dalton Hetzler and Brady 
Jones also making up the sec-
ondary on defense, giving the 
Bulldogs a lot of experience at 
the skill positions.

One spot the Bulldogs 
don’t have much returning 
experience is in the trenches, 
though.

“That is our current issue. 
We don’t return a single start-
ing lineman on offense or 
defense,” Pearce said. “We 
graduated or lost to grades or 
illness everybody. We have a 
bunch of kids who have never 
seen any varsity time playing 
line for us right now, and we 
are still working on getting 
those guys to gel and play 
together. That’s still a work in 
progress.

“Our experience is at line-
backer and defensive back, 
quarterback, running back — 
the skill positions are where 
our experience is. Our season 
is going to go how our offen-
sive and defensive lines go.”

The Bulldogs have four 
seniors — Aaran Stone, Tyler 
Pratt, Hunter Ross and Nathan 
Simpson — as well as junior 
Billy Grieshop and sophomore 
Tim Artz all battling for time 
on the lines.

But with all the changes in 
personnel and behind the head-
sets, not much will change on 
the field for the Bulldogs.

“I think teams that show up 
to play us will recognize us 
offensively and defensively — 
and hopefully they’ll recognize 
the intensity and the way we 
play football more than the 
formations we do it out of,” 
Pearce said.

But with Middletown Madi-
son — which went 11-3 last 

season and lost in the state 
semifinals — returning plenty 
of last year’s team, the battle 
for the SWBL Buckeye may 
just be a fight for second place.

“Madison is definitely the 
prohibitive favorite,” Pearce 
said. “They went to the state 
final four last year, and they 
return most everyone. They’re 
the clear No. 1. But after that, 

it gets pretty muddy. A lot of 
teams lost their best players, 
Preble Shawnee lost its coach, 
so I think there’s a bunch of 
teams going to be fighting for 
those next spots.”

Milton-Union opens the sea-
son hosting Miami East Friday.

Contact Josh Brown at (937) 552-2132, or 
follow @TroyDailySports on Twitter.

Photos by Josh Brown/Troy Daily News file
Running back Robbie Grove will return for his senior season with Milton-Union 
this season.

Will Morris returns at quarterback for Milton-Union this season.

Bulldog girls ready for another run
By Josh Brown
jbrown@aimmediamidwest.com

WEST MILTON — 
The Milton-Union girls 
soccer team has tons of 
firepower coming back 
from last year’s team.

And since the Bulldogs 
were district finalists last 
season, that bodes well 
for this year’s team.

With key leaders 
returning up front, in the 
middle and on defense, 
Milton-Union looks to 
be one of the contend-
ers in the Southwestern 
Buckeye League Buckeye 
Division this season 
— and 10th-year coach 
Andy Grudich has the 
team’s sights firmly set 
on improving last year’s 
third-place finish, as well 
as another strong post-
season run.

“It will be a three-horse 
race between us, Preble 
Shawnee and Waynes-
ville (in the division),” 
Grudich said. “All three 
programs should have 
strong teams this season. 
Our goal every year is 
to win the league and 
make a deep run into the 
tournament. We have an 
experienced squad return-
ing this season with 
some strong young addi-
tions, and we are looking 
forward to an exciting 
season.”

Leading the way on 
offense will be top return-
ing scorer and senior 
Kristen Dickison, who 
had 27 goals and seven 

assists and was named 
second team All-Ohio last 
year. Also up front will 
be junior Caitlin Jones, 
sophomore Kelli Davis 
and freshman Aubrey 
Hergenrather. Senior and 
four-year letterwinner 
Hallie Berberich will help 
anchor the midfield along 
with senior Mara Walters, 
junior Allison Jones and 
sophomore Morgan Gru-
dich — who had eight 
goals and 12 assists as a 
freshman last year.

And on defense, junior 
goalkeeper Izzy Morter 
returns, with juniors 
Ellie Cooper and Rachel 
Thompson at centerback 
and senior Annie Bennett 
and junior Emily Horn-
berger at outside back.

* Boys Soccer
In two seasons, Milton-

Union boys soccer coach 
Todd Winchester took the 
Bulldogs from five wins 
in 2016 to a 16-3-1 record 
and a district finals berth 
last year.

Now entering his 
third year, he hopes to 
improve on last year’s 
second-place finish in the 
Southwestern Buckeye 
League Buckeye Division 
and continue building a 
program that is a threat 
year in and year out.

“Our goal is to finish 
7-1-2 in the SWBL Buck-
eye Division,” Winchester 
said.

The Bulldogs gradu-
ated a big senior class last 
year, though, including 

Photos by Josh Brown/Troy Daily News file
Milton-Union’s Kristen Dickison brings the ball up the field 
against Madeira during the Division III district final last year at 
Centerville’s Alumni Stadium.

Milton-Union’s Andrew Bessecker defends Madeira’s Charles 
Schmitz during last year’s district final at Trotwood.
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TC hoping experience pays off this season
By David Fong
dfong@troydailynews.com

TROY — Troy Christian’s 
opponents this season better 
hope they got their licks in 
while they could.

Last season, Troy Christian 
— which earned a state rank-
ing and made the playoffs in 
2016 — fell to 5-5, in large part 
because the Eagles suffered 
massive graduation losses and 
returned just two starters from 
the previous year. All of those 
young players took their lumps 
last year, but most of them 
return this season bigger, stron-
ger and — most important of 
all — with a year’s worth of 
varsity football experience.

Troy Christian’s roster also 
is bigger — the Eagles have 
39 players this season — and 
coach Ryan Jones thinks all 
of those things will add up to 
increased production on the 
field this season.

“Our numbers are as good 
as they’ve been since I’ve been 
here,” said Jones, who enters 
his third season as head coach 
after serving a number of years 
as an assistant for the Eagles. 
“We’ve got a big freshman 
class, plus we’ve got some new 
faces; we’ve got some kids who 
haven’t played football before 
this year.

“Last year we were really 
young; we only had two start-
ers back from the year before. 
Now they’ve got a year of expe-
rience under their belts. We 
played some pretty good teams 
last year, which was good. 
We found out what it takes 
to play varsity football at that 
level. Some of them pounded 
us a little, but that was a good 
wake-up call for us. We saw 
where we needed to be. It was 
definitely a learning experience 
for us.”

At quarterback, the Eagles 
return Caleb Twiss, who was a 

first-year starter last season.
“He did a nice job for us last 

year,” Jones said. “It wasn’t 
always easy for him, because 
he was playing behind an inex-
perienced line and throwing to 
inexperienced receivers. I think 
he did about as good as could 
have been expected, under the 
circumstances.”

At running back for the 
Eagles will be Nathan Waltz, 
Jason Blake and Evan Bryant.

“Nathan Waltz was a break-
out kid for us last year,” Jones 
said. “He really impressed 
everyone, on both sides of the 
ball. He’s a quick kid. We’re 
going to try to focus a little 
more on the run this year. We 
know Blake and Waltz can run. 
That helps. They’ve both got 
good power and speed. Plus, 
we have the line to run behind. 
I think our running game 
should be much improved this 
year.”

That goal should be made 
easier with a number of start-
ers returning along the offen-
sive line.

At the tackles will be Nick 
Baker, a starter last season, and 
Will Knostman. At the guards 
will be Micah Trimbach and 
Grant Doucette, both of whom 

were starters last season. At 
center will be Noah Kenworthy 
and Carson Kindred.

“We’ve got a lot of kids 
returning on the offensive line, 
helps us out a lot,” Jones said. 
“That was one of our big prob-
lems last year. We didn’t have 
many experienced linemen.”

At the wide receiver spots 
will be Brady Clawson and Har-
rison Hartman, both of whom 
saw playing time last season 
before being injured. Hartman 
also could slide over to tight 
end, depending on what forma-
tion the Eagles are running.

“Clawson is a really good 
receiver,” Jones said. “He’s tall, 
he’s fast and he’s got pretty 
good hands. He’ll make plays 
for us. Harry is pretty quick 
and one of the strongest kids 
on the team. He had the high-
est bench press on the team, 
which you don’t often see from 
a receiver. We are pretty happy 
with both of those guys at 
receiver.”

Many of the same faces 
on offense will be playing on 
defense for the Eagles.

Along the defensive line 
will be some combination of 
Doucette, Baker, Trimbach, 
Kenworthy, Austin Dyess and 

Darby Wheeler.
Josh Hivner, a starter last 

season, Knostman and Aidan 
Hicks all will see playing time 
at inside linebacker. Blake and 
Hartman will start at outside 
linebacker.

In the defensive backfield, 
Clawson and Ethan Twiss will 
play cornerback, while Waltz 
will play free safety.

“We’ll pretty much do what 
we’ve always done on defense,” 
Jones said. “We’ll play a lot of 
4-4, but we’ll also use multiple 
fronts … it’s hard to do. One 
thing I say is that we’ll be an 
attacking defense. We’ll defi-
nitely move a lot.”

Contact David Fong at dfong@
troydailynews.com; follow him on Twitter @
thefong

Josh Brown | Troy Daily News file photo
Caleb Twiss returns at quarterback for Troy Christian this season.

Anthony Weber | Troy Daily News file photo
Micah Trimbach (78) and Aidan Hicks (22) are expected to be leaders on defense 
for the Troy Christian football team this season.

Anthony Weber | Troy Daily News file photo
Troy Christian’s Brady Clawson (33) closes in on a Bradford runner last season.

Eagles look to build on last year’s success
By David Fong
dfong@troydailynews.com

TROY — The Troy 
Christian boys soccer team 
returns many of the players 
who were key to the most 
successful season in pro-
gram history, as the Eagles 
captured the Metro Buck-
eye Conference title and 
appeared in the Division III 
regional title game.

“We are coming off last 
season winning the Metro 
Buckeye Conference and 
will contend to do so again 
this year,” Troy Christian 
coach Ryan Zeman said. 
“We also finished in the 
final eight in the state and 
plan to reach that goal, as 
well.”

In the midfield for the 
the Eagles will be seniors 
Tristan Miller, Jacob 
Wynne and Grant Conklin, 
all of whom will be four-
year starters this season.

Goalkeeper Jackson Kre-
mer returns for his fourth 
season as a starter. The 
defense will be anchored 
by sophomores Sebas-
tian Matthews and Chas 
Schemmel.

Along the front line will 
be juniors Connor Peters, 
Jalen Hudgins and Grant 
Conklin.

* Volleyball
Joshua Thomas returns 

for his third season with 
the Troy Christian volley-
ball team and first as head 
coach.

The Eagles’ outside hit-
ters will be Emily Baker 
and Kristen Rodrigues. 
The middle hitters will be 
Sarah Johnson, Jalyn For-
rer and Nicole Seagraves. 
The setters will be Lauren 
Mongtomery and Jenna 
Douglass. The liberos/
defensive specialists will 
be Alli Winger and Ellie 

Smith.
Thomas said his team 

hopes to content for a 
Metro Buckeye Conference 
title and play deep into the 
postseason.

* Boys Cross Country
Seniors Nick Pratt and 

Isaac Flora, along with 
juniors Robert Ventura, 
Aiden Tkach and Nate 
Hunnicutt, all return off 
a team that captured the 
Metro Buckeye Conference 
championship last season.

“Nick Pratt, Isaac Flora 
and Robert Ventura will be 
the guys leading the group, 
and at this point any one of 
them on a given Saturday 
will be the team leader,” 
Troy Christian coach Jeff 
McDaniel said. “They 
have all gotten some great 
miles in this summer and 
are excited for this season. 
Tyler Jackson will be with 
the team full-time this year 
and should give us some 
great support. Aiden and 
Nate are experienced run-
ners and will be key men 
for us, too.

“We won the MBC last 
year and are looking to 
repeat this year. After mak-
ing it to regionals last year 
as a team and only losing 
one senior, this group has 
got their sights on a state 
appearance this year.”

* Girls Cross Country 
The Eagles return 

seniors Rachel Plummer 
and Sophie Pitsenbarger 
from last year’s team.

“The girls team is four 
strong this year, and they 
will be running for some 
personal best times and a 
chance to race at Troy for 
regionals,” McDaniel said.

Contact David Fong at dfong@
troydailynews.com; follow him on 
Twitter @thefong

Photos Courtesy of Lee Woolery | Speedshot Photo
Grant Conklin and the Troy Christian boys soccer team hope to 
celebrate more success this season.

Nick Pratt returns this season for the Troy Christian boys cross 
country team.

Jacob Wynne returns this season for the Troy Christian boys soccer 
team.
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and Josie Rhoades join-
ing the team.

“Kaitlyn is working 
hard to run under 20 
minutes this season and 
make the trip to Hebron 
(for the state meet) in 
November,” Clute said. 
“Kaitlyn has her sights 
set on being All-CCC, 
getting back to regionals 
and qualifying for state. 
The rest are young run-
ners looking to improve 
throughout the season.”

* Girls Golf
The Bethel girls golf 

program is still in its 
infancy and has no 
seniors on the roster this 
year, but the Bees return 
three players and will be 
looking to continue to 

grow.
Junior Maddie Scherck 

and sophomores McKen-
na Gray and Olivia Reit-
tinger all return this sea-
son, with junior Ashley 
Newton and sophomores 
Evelyn Barber and Skylar 
Johnson rounding out the 
roster.

“Our goal is to win 
some matches this sea-
son, continue to improve 
and critique our games 
individually and as a 
team,” Bethel coach Ed 
Quincel said. “We want 
to get this program 
started off in the right 
direction.”

Contact Josh Brown at (937) 552-
2132, or follow @TroyDailySports 
on Twitter.

the CCC will not have 
boys soccer as a confer-
ence sport,” Hamlin 
said. “However, we still 
play some of the tougher 
teams in the Miami Val-
ley, and we will have to 
make some of those our 
own league games. On 
our schedule we will have 
some tough games with 
Troy Christian, Dayton 
Christian, Franklin Mon-
roe, Miami East, Newton 
and Kenton Ridge.”

* Boys Cross Country
The Bethel boys cross 

country team graduated 
perennial state quali-
fier Korry Hamlin, but 
the Bees still return a 
number of runners from 
its regional team last 
year, as well as bringing 
in some young talent to 
help ease the burden.

Kaleb Roberts, Cole 
Brannan, Wyatt Leet and 
Colton and Keaton Smith 
all return from last year’s 
team, with Nathan Patton 
and freshmen Trent Sch-
weikhardt, Zane Bailey 
and Alejandro Alvarez 
adding depth to the ros-
ter.

“Trent help fill the void 
that graduating Korry 

Hamlin created,” said 
Bethel coach Mark Clute 
as he enters his 20th year 
with the team. “Trent 
was the junior high Cross 
County Conference 
runner-up last year. He 
should be a big help in 
getting this team back to 
the regional.

“The team will work 
hard on a pack-running 
mentality. We believe that 
we could be a contender 
for the CCC title if every-
body can stay healthy. 
This group also wants to 
get back to the regional 
meet in Troy.”

* Girls Cross Country
Mark Clute is also back 

for his 20th season coach-
ing the Bethel girls cross 
country team, a team 
looking to make this a 
special season for senior 
Kaitlyn Balkcom.

Balkcom returns to 
lead the way after being 
a regional qualifier and 
being named All-Cross 
County Conference last 
season. Junior Emma 
Daugherty and sopho-
more Madison Spaeth 
also return, with sopho-
more Lisa Sebastian and 
freshmen Kylie Balkcom Home of the FREE Custom Mouthguard!
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Bees hope to keep moving forward
By Josh Brown
jbrown@aimmediamidwest.com

BRANDT — The 
Bethel football team had 
a 2017 season to remem-
ber.

Now it’s time for the 
next step, though.

After the Bees went 
9-2, finishing second 
in the Cross County 
Conference standings 
and earning a trip to 
the postseason for the 
first time since 2001, 
the team will be looking 
to keep moving forward 
after it has improved in 
each of Scott Clodfelter’s 
first four years as coach, 
winning three, then five, 
then seven and then nine 
games during that span.

“We’re trying to get 
to a situation where we 
can have a competitive 
program year in and year 
out,” Clodfelter said. 
“That’s our goal now. 
We were building, build-
ing, building — this is 
my fifth year, and we’ve 
improved every year since 
I’ve been here. Now we 
want to be able to sustain 
what we’ve been able to 
build.

“Sometimes at a small 
school like Bethel, you 
have a little harder time 
with that. You don’t 
reload right away — it 
kind of goes in cycles a 
little more. But we’re try-
ing to eliminate that kind 
of attitude — the ‘you 
lost all these people, so I 
guess you won’t win for 
a while.’ That’s not our 
attitude. We think we can 

continue on. This group 
wants to have a successful 
season.”

And while the Bees did 
lost a lot of key players, 
some of whom were four-
year starters that were 
critical to what the team 
was building their entire 
careers — Coldfelter feels 
that Bethel still can com-
pete at a high level.

“Our kids have really 
had good two-a-day ses-
sions and been working 
very hard,” Clodfelter 
said. “Right now we have 
a lot of kids with not a lot 
of experience, so I think 
we’re going to see a lot of 
improvement from now to 
the end of the season. As 
we get more reps, I see 
them getting better. Each 
day I feel our techniques 
are getting a little better, 
more familiar, more com-

fortable.
“We did lose a ton of 

seniors that were four-
year players — we did 
lose a lot of people. But 
we’re not going to use 
that as an excuse. It’s fun 
to watch a new group 
begin to improve. And 
injuries are always a 
key for us — if we stay 
healthy, we’ll be able to 
compete.”

Even with that large 
graduating class, though, 
Bethel does still have tal-
ented returning players.

“I think Jared Evans 
will be one of our top 
returners,” Clodfelter 
said. “He’s a fullback/
linebacker, good leader, 
tough kid, runs the ball 
hard. Jacob Ullmer will 
be moving from wing to 
play some quarterback for 
us. He’s a natural, good 

athlete, solid player, good 
kid.

Dylan Kelley is a junior 
that will be a three-year 
starter at center and mid-
dle linebacker, kind of the 
heart of our team. Just a 
great effort kid, no ego, 
does what’s best for the 
team and wants to win. 
He’ll be anchoring our 
revamped offensive line. 
And Kendal James did a 
good job for us last year 
— he’s a great basketball 
player, is very quick and 
has had a good camp. 
And Pat Swinderman is 
a returning offensive and 
defensive lineman for us, 
has a big motor and goes 
hard all the time.”

The Bees will also wel-
come Darius Smith back 
to the squad.

“Darius moved in from 
Hawaii — he used to 

go to Bethel, went to 
Hawaii and moved back,” 
Clodfelter said. “He’s a 
senior and a good kid that 
should help us a lot. He’s 
a safety/wing type player, 
a very coachable kid, and 
we’re very happy to have 
him back.”

Bethel will need every-
thing it can muster to 
replicate last year’s suc-
cess in the Cross County 
Conference, as the league 
continues to get better 
and better.

“The CCC is improv-
ing,” Clodfelter said. “You 
used to only have one 
or two teams that could 
compete for the title. I 
still think Miami East 
is the team to beat — 
they’re loaded. They went 
9-1 last year, a No. 1 seed 
in the Division V playoffs, 
and have everyone back. 
Covington’s always there, 
Fort Loramie is solid, 
Arcanum could sneak in 
there. We had four teams 
in the playoffs last year, 
and that’s good represen-
tation. I think everyone is 

improving, and it’s going 
to be a battle to see who 
comes away with it.”

Even with all that, 
though, Bethel’s goals 
under Clodfelter remain 
the same.

“It’s the same every 
year. We don’t switch our 
goals around,” he said. 
“People talk about want-
ing to win the league or 
make the playoffs, but 
we really are a game-
by-game, play-by-play, 
do-your-job type of team. 
We kind of feel like the 
results will take care of 
themselves. Our only 
goals for the season really 
are not to turn the ball 
over and not to have pen-
alties. That’s what we tell 
them. At any level of foot-
ball, if you can do those 
two things, you’re going 
to have a chance to win a 
lot of games.”

And that philosophy 
has gotten the Bees to the 
point they’re at now.

Contact Josh Brown at (937) 552-
2132, or follow @TroyDailySports 
on Twitter.

Josh Brown/Troy Daily News file
Bethel’s Jacob Ullmer returns this season.

Bethel graduated Jacob Evans, a four-year starter at quarterback, 
as part of a large senior class that went 9-1 during the regular 
season last year.

Rebuilding year for Bethel boys soccer
By Josh Brown
jbrown@aimmediamidwest.com

BRANDT — The Beth-
el boys soccer team was 
built for last year.

After graduating 13 
seniors, the Bees will 
have some rebuilding to 
do.

Still, Bethel returns 
two starters and one part-
time starter from last 
year’s team, a team that 
went to the Division III 
district final two-straight 
seasons — both times 
losing to the eventual 
state champion. Num-
bers could be a concern, 
though, with only 18 
players in the program.

Junior Nick Schmidt — 
one of those two return-
ing starters — returns to 
lead the offense after pil-
ing up 11 goals and nine 
assists last year, with 
juniors Aiden Flomerfelt, 
Hunter Parrish and Tay-
lor Brown and freshmen 
Dylan Franck and Sam 
Sortman also playing 
up top. And the other 
returning starter, senior 
Micah Mutlu, will lead 
the defense along with 
senior Evan Hart, junior 
Colton Smith, sophomore 
Ethan Blair and freshman 
Eli Mutlu.

In the midfield will be 
senior Mavlud Pazilov, 
juniors Cannon Dakin 
and Keaton Smith, sopho-
more Cole Brannan and 
freshmen Jaiden Hogge 
and Casey Keesee. And 
in the goal will be fresh-

man Nolan Flomerfelt.
“After graduating 

13 seniors, this will 
definitely be a year of 
reestablishing ourselves,” 
said Bethel coach Bob 
Hamlin, who is entering 
his 34th season with the 
team and is seven wins 
away from 400 for his 
career. “We lost a great 
deal of scoring to gradu-
ation, so we will need to 
find the right combina-
tions to score goals. We 
like to knock the ball 
around and get it in dan-
gerous positions, but we 
are not consistently there 
yet. And defensively right 
now, we are trying to 
figure out our roles so we 
can start communicating 
and play team defense 
the way we are capable of 
doing. Also, with a fresh-
man in goal, we just have 
to keep working together 
in the back.

“The common theme 
here is that it is going 
to take some time for us 
to find our identity and 
come together. When we 
do, I think we could be a 
good team.”

This will also be the 
second straight season 
that the Cross County 
Conference does not have 
enough boys teams to 
offer a conference cham-
pionship to play for, leav-
ing the Bees playing for 
the postseason.

“We again will play a 
good Division III sched-
ule, but unfortunately 

Rob Kiser/AIM Media
Bethel’s Skylar Johnson putts during the Covington Lady Bucc 
Pink Out this season at Echo Hills.

Josh Brown/Troy Daily News file
Bethel coach Bob Hamlin walks off the field as the Bees do post-
game drills after defeating Franklin Monroe 2-1 in last year’s 
Division III sectional final at Eaton High School. Hamlin is seven 
victories away from 400 in his career.
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Covington looks for bounce-back season
By Ben Robinson
GoBuccs.com

COVINGTON — The 
Covington Buccaneers, 
who had been riding a 
wave of 17 state playoff 
appearances in 18 years 
prior to a 5-5 campaign in 
2017, have been — head-
ing into the 2018 season 
— overlooked.

Read any local media 
outlet throughout the 
area and the Buccaneer 
football program is an 
afterthought when it 
comes to naming the 
Cross County Conference 
heavyweights. Miami 
East, Fort Loramie and 
Bethel, those are the 
favorites in the eyes of 
the local media.

“We don’t mind being 
the underdog,” said Cov-
ington’s third-year coach 
Tyler Cates. “That’s just 
motivation.”

Here’s the thing. The 
better Covington teams 
over the history of the 
program have had great 
senior leadership — 
kids who are very, very 
tight as a group — best 
friends, so to speak.

This senior group, 
which consists of just 
eight kids, isn’t the most 
athletically gifted group 
as some of the senior 
classes of the past, but 
they are just as — if not 
more — determined and 
committed than many 
of the senior classes in 
recent memory.

Consider, after falling 
short of qualifying for the 
state playoffs for the thir-
teenth consecutive year in 
2017, Cates set up chairs 
in the weight room for 
the departing senior class 
to address the returning 
players about what it 
means to be a Buccaneer. 
After the seniors com-
municated their school 
pride, the juniors (incom-
ing seniors) took their 

places in the same chairs 
of the departed seniors.

And that’s when junior 
and soon-to-be-senior 
Parker Dysinger went off.

“Basically, the short of 
it, Parker wasn’t pleased 
with how the season went 
and told the team that we 
won’t go 5-5 again,” said 
Cates with purpose in his 
voice.

Since it was an internal 
conversation, Cates won’t 
get into the specifics of 
what was exactly said. 
But, in a matter of about 
30 seconds, Dysinger 
set the tone for the 2018 
season.

“The seniors felt last 
year was embarrassing,” 
Cates said. “They came 
to me and said we need 
to hold ourselves more 
accountable — players, 
coaches, everybody. I 
have to give these kids 
credit because they are 
aware of the areas we 
need to improve. These 
seniors have been about 
‘brotherhood,’ where we 
are all in this together.”

Still, there were some 
hurdles along the way 
with kids who may not 
have been what you 
would call “fully commit-
ted” in the beginning. But 
as the days went by, those 
same kids have eventually 
bought in, and it started 
to show during seven-on-
seven scrimmages against 
Sidney, Anna, Lehman, 
Versailles and Greenville.

Then, through two-a-
days and in full contact 
scrimmages against 
Milton-Union and Eaton, 
the Buccaneer roster con-
tinued to raise the level of 
intensity, and the result 
was an elevation in play. 
The defense has kept 
opposing offenses out 
of the end zone, and the 
offense has continued to 
improve with each snap 
of the football.

“We are focusing more 

on execution and getting 
things right in practice 
before we move on to 
another play,” Cates said. 
“As a staff, we’ve simpli-
fied things for the kids so 
they can just play without 
having to think so much.”

And the kids have 
put in the work over 
the offseason and have 
embraced the simplified 
philosophy Cates and his 
staff have implemented 
— a philosophy revolved 
around going all out on 
every play.

“Our kids have worked 
their tails off,” Cates said. 
“They’ve accepted our 
coaching and have strived 
to get better. The mission 
is to get 11 guys to fly to 
the football and play to 
the whistle on every play. 
It sounds simple, but not 
very many teams do that. 
We’ve worked extremely 
hard to establish those 

habits.”
Covington lost eight 

seniors from a year ago 
with one being a four-year 
letterman and four being 
three-year letter winners, 
so there are significant 
shoes to fill.

But with the majority 
of the roster returning 
and a solid freshman 
class joining the ranks, 
Cates feels his team has 
the potential to be a very 
good football team.

“It’s not an excuse, but 
we had a lot of younger 
kids in the lineup last 
year and we made some 
critical mistakes at inop-
portune times in some 
very close games,” Cates 
said. “We were right there 
with Fort Loramie, Miami 
East and Bethel and one 
play here or there could 
have made a difference in 
each one of those games. 
Our youth and inexperi-

ence showed, but lot of 
these younger kids are a 
year older and year more 
experienced now. If we 
can continue to improve 
and be selfless as a team, 
we can be pretty darn 
good.”

Returning with starting 
experience are seniors 
Parker Dysinger, Ian 
Wilson, Gavin McReyn-
olds, Sam Pritchard and 
Eli Gerling, along with 
juniors Cade Schmelzer, 
Jesse Fisher, Andrew 
Cates, Teague Deaton, 
Alex Shaffer and Nate 
Alexander. Plus, several 
other Buccaneers return 
as lettermen; senior Isiah 
Curl, juniors Dalton Weer, 
Alex Shaffer, Kadin Press-
er, Austin Flick, Josh 
Latimer and sophomores 
Trentin Alexander and 
Duncan Cooper.

“We’re still a relatively 
young football team, but 
we are deeper at a lot of 
positions than the last 

couple of years,” said 
Cates. “Many of these 
kids have played a lot of 
football.”

Yes, this 2018 Buc-
caneer squad is still very 
young with just eight 
seniors out of 52 kids. 
But this group is more 
than motivated to get 
the Covington football 
program back to where it 
was in 17 of the past 19 
years — back to winning 
conference champion-
ships and challenging the 
best in the state of Ohio 
in the state playoffs.

“The expectations at 
Covington are always 
high,” Cates summarized. 
“This year is no differ-
ent.”

And if Covington 
accomplishes those high 
expectations in 2018, one 
can look back at a 30-sec-
ond rant by Parker Dys-
inger as the tone-setter 
for another great season 
of Buccaneer football.

Ben Robinson/GoBuccs.com
Quarterback Cade Schmelzer returns for Covington this season.

Teague Deaton (77) and Jesse Fisher (58) make a tackle for 
Covington last season.

Covington volleyball will be young this season
Staff Reports

COVINGTON — Lon-
nie Cain returns as Cov-
ington volleyball coach.

The Buccaneers were 
10-12 overall last year and 
9-3 in the Cross County 
Conference.

Graduating off that 
team were Breanna Kim-
mel, Lindsey Kimmel and 
Legend Patty.

Returning letterwinners 
include seniors Lillian 
Hamilton and Makenna 
Gostomsky; juniors Olivia 
Mohler and Maci White; 
and sophomore Hillary 
Hoying.

“We have two seniors 
on this year’s squad, so 
we are young,” Cain said. 
“I am hoping to bring 
along some newcomers 
in the program quickly 
and get them into con-
tributing roles. Last 
year, we were plagued 
with injuries, that will be 
a big concern of mine. 
Our goals will remain 
the same. Play hard and 
improve every time we 
step on the court.”

The Buccs’ schedule is 
as tough as ever.

“It is very challenging,” 
Cain said. “Outside of 
the Cross County Confer-
ence, we will be compet-
ing against some strong 
programs like Russia, 
Versailles, Anna, Jackson 
Center, Riverside, Lehm-
an Catholic, Milton-Union 
and Brookville. My belief 
is playing better teams 
only makes you better. 
I feel like we will be 
improving along the way 
heading into the sectional 
tournament.”

Cain expects the CCC 
to be tough again.

“Last year, we were 
dominated by Miami 
East, however we were 
competitive against the 
other two teams that 
finished above us in the 
CCC standings,” Cain 
said. “I am very opti-
mistic that we can finish 
near the top of the league 
again and be a contender 
for the top spot. There 
are an awful lot of vari-
ables for this season, so 
we need to wait and see.”

Boys Cross Country
Josh Long returns as 

coach.
Sophomore Bennett 

Wellborn will once again 
lead the Buccs.

Also returning are 
Zane Barhorst, Ian 
Benedict, Fletcher Metz, 
Ashby Rench, Avery 
Rench, Andrew Rose and 
Michael Schafer.

New runners include 
Tyler Alexander, Jaden 
Barhorst, Izeke Benedict, 
Owen Boehringer, Devin 
Brummitt, Owen Rawson 
and Ayden Rench.

“The league race will 
be competitive again this 
year,” Long said. “We 
hope to be running our 
best when we get to that 
point in the season.”

Girls Cross Country
Long also coaches the 

girls.
Three-time state quali-

fier Paige Boehringer 
returns for the Buccs, and 
also leading the team will 
be Chelsea Ford, Allie 
Garman, Alexis Meyer, 
Ashlyn Plessinger, Kaya 

Mitchell and Hailie-Jo 
Taxis.

Key newcomers include 
Elizabeth Schafer, Emily 
Schafer and Yelena 
Weaver.

“The league race will 
be competitive again this 
year,” Long said. “We 
hope to be running our 
best when we get to that 
point in the season.”

Boys Golf
Bill Wise returns for his 

12th season as coach.
The Buccs lost CCC 

Player of the Year runner-
up and two-time district 
qualifier Andrew Slusher 
to graduation.

Returning letterwin-
ners include seniors Jack 
Shell, Hunter Alexander 
and Thomas Kuether; 

junior Dylan Lucas and 
sophomores Job Morgan 
and Grant Humphrey.

“With 13 team mem-
bers this year, we will 
have a good mix of vet-
eran and experienced 
athletes,” Wise said. “The 
veterans have improved 
during the offseason, and 
we expect to improve 
our team scores from last 
year. Our goals are to 
improve upon last year’s 
record of .500 and to be 
competitive at the sec-
tional tournament.”

Wise hopes to finish 
around .500 again this 
season.

Girls Golf
Covington returns four 

Mike Ullery/AIM Media file photo
Paige Boehringer returns for the Covington cross country team.

Rob Kiser/AIM Media file photo
Covington’s Grant Humphrey blasts out of a bunker.

Rob Kiser/AIM Media file photo
Morgan Lowe chips onto a green earlier this season.
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O’Leary, Theresa Flood, 
Caitlin Swallow, Leah 
Peoples and Miriam Bezy.

Returning letterwin-
ners include senior Maria 
Schmiesing and sopho-
more Maggie Bezy.

“Our girls team gradu-
ated a large senior class 
last year,” Hermiller said. 
“This year our roster 
consists primarily of 
very good athletes, who 
are talented enough to 
play multiple sports for 
Lehman. This means we 
will often not be fielding 
a full scoring team at 
invitationals, but we will 
have a solid consistent 
performer in Maggie 
Bezy.

“Last fall, Maggie 
dropped over two min-
utes off her time, and 
based on offseason train-
ing, I expect she will con-
tinue improving rapidly.”

Other runners shared 
with other sports include 
2016 Regional quali-
fier Maria Schmiesing, 
freshman sister Agnes 
Schmiesing, freshman 
Colleen O’Leary, and 
freshman Elizabeth Jock.

“This is a very young 
team, but if we can keep 
the girls involved, we 
have the potential for 
another strong group in 
a couple years, similar to 
the one we just graduated 
last year,” Hermiller said.

Boys Golf
Eric Harlamert returns 

as coach.
The Cavaliers were 

16-1 last season including 
6-0 in the NWCC, win-
ning the league and D-III 
sectional title.

Graduating off that 
team were Tyler Lachey, 
Ryan Schmidt and Griffin 
West.

Returning letterwin-
ners include four-year 
letterwinner senior Cole 
Gilardi and juniors Mikey 
Rossman and Brandyn 
Sever.

“Due to graduation, we 
lost some really good golf-
ers,” Harlamert said. “But 
we hope to rebuild and 
keep up the high stan-
dards for the Lehman golf 
program. Cole Gilardi will 
be one of the best golfers 
in the area.”

Boys Soccer
Cameron Jock takes 

over as coach.
The Cavaliers finished 

8-8 last season.
Graduating off that 

team were Jake Emrick, 
Ryan Goettemoeller, Max 
Hamlin and Tim Buech-
ter.

Returning letterwin-
ners include Christian 
Goettemoeller, Will 
Voisard, Conor O’Leary, 
Max Schmiesing, Tommy 
Hamlin, Michael Den-

ning, Matthew McDon-
ald, Mikkel Alvarez, 
Ethan Potts and Elijah 
Jock.

“I think we have a good 
team and I am expecting 
us to finish above .500 
this year,” Jock said. “Our 
goal is to win sectionals. 
I am very excited for this 
group.”

Jock hopes to finish 
first or second in the 
WOSL

Girls Soccer
Jeremy Lorenzo returns 

as coach.
He has a 58-14-5 record 

in five years.
The Cavaliers were 

13-5-1 last season, includ-
ing 6-1-0 in the WOSL, 
winning sectonal and dis-
trict titles.

Returning letterwin-
ners include seniors Alli-
son Barhorst (defender), 
Carly Edwards (midfield-
er), Samantha Edwards 
(forward), Grace Monnin 
(midfielder), Hannah 
Giguere (goalie), Grace 
Olding (forward), Liz 

Gibson (forward) and 
Madison Hurley (mid-
fielder); juniors Rylie 
McIver (forward), Lynd-
sey Jones (midfielder), 
Olivia Monnin (defend-
er), Maegan Titterington 
(defender) and Hope 
Anthony (defender); 
and sophomores Lindsey 
Magoteaux (forward) and 
Anna Cianciolo (defend-
er).

Top newcomers are 
freshman defender Ella 
Monnin and freshman 
goalie Heidi Toner.

“We are very excited 
about this season, return-
ing 16 letterwinnners 
from last year who most 
either started or saw sig-
nificant playing time in 
last year’s district cham-
pionship season. We have 
had a great summer.”

Lorenzo said this is a 
different team.

“This is probably the 
fastest team I have had at 
Lehman, which is going 
to enable us to change
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Lehman football features quality over quantity
By Bryant Billing
bbilling@aimmediamidwest.com

SIDNEY — Like many 
Division VII schools, 
Lehman Catholic has tra-
ditionally relied on sev-
eral players to play both 
offense and defense.

This season, the Cava-
liers have no choice.

Lehman has 25 players 
on the team — nine less 
than the previous small-
est roster coach Dick Roll 
has had in his 13 years at 
the school.

Though it has present-
ed challenges to the team 
in preseason, Roll said a 
playoff berth is still with-
in grasp. He’s seen other 
Northwest Central Con-
ference teams make the 
playoffs with less — and 
they haven’t had Elliott 
Gilardi at quarterback.

Gilardi, who was the 
Division VII Southwest 
District Offensive Player 
of the Year last year, is 
one of eight returning 
starters who will try to 
lead the Cavaliers to an 
NWCC title and sixth 
consecutive postseason 
berth.

“We can have an out-
standing season,” Roll 
said. “I compare us to 
(NWCC member) Perry 
last year. They had low 
numbers and still had an 
outstanding season and 
made the playoffs. The 
difference between us 
and them is they were 
building the program 
with low numbers. We’re 
on the rebound with low 
numbers but still have 
high expectations.

“Our guys know we’ve 
had success, and some of 
them have been a part of 
that success. They’ve got 
to learn and work to have 
that success. It’s going to 
be a little tougher. I don’t 
have anyone to give guys 
rest — you’ve got to stay 
in. That’s going to be the 
difference.”

If Lehman’s offense 
moves like it did last 
year, opposing defenses 
may be the ones wishing 
for rest.

The Cavaliers aver-
aged 430 yards and 46.8 
points per game in their 
10-2 campaign, which 

was bookended by losses 
to Midwest Athletic 
Conference teams. They 
surpassed 50 points six 
times.

Though many starters 
have graduated — includ-
ing NWCC Offensive 
Player of the Year Owen 
Smith, who rushed for 
over 1,800 yards — Gilar-
di brings talent, experi-
ence and big play-making 
abilities back.

Gilardi, a senior, threw 
for 1,567 yards and 27 
touchdowns and also 
ran for 980 yards and 18 
touchdowns last year. 
He’ll be backed up by 

freshman Michael McFar-
land.

“We’re fortunate to 
have Elliott back,” Roll 
said. “He’s going to make 
our offense tick. That’s 
what our offense is based 
on. Last year, we hung 
our hats on running the 
ball. This year, we’re 
going to hang our hats on 
the ability to throw and 
run the ball.”

Juniors Drew Barhorst 
and RJ Bertini will take 
over for Smith at running 
back. Roll said Barhorst 
(6-foot-0, 165 pounds) 
is a physical runner with 
speed and Bertini (5-8, 
150) is a slashing runner. 
Both played at running 
back late in several games 
a year ago.

Barhorst and Ber-
tini will also have 
passes thrown their 
way. Lehman will use 
a lot of other players 
at receiver, including 
senior John Cianciolo, 

senior Bradly Haynes, 
junior Gabe Knapke, 
junior Brendan O’Leary 
and sophomore Landon 
McIver. Cianciolo and 
Haynes both played a bit 
at the position a year ago, 
and Knapke, McIver and 
O’Leary are newcomers.

Those skill players will 
also make up the bulk of 
Lehman’s defensive back-
field.

“Offense is where we’ll 
rest most of those kids, 
running different receiv-
ers in and out,” Roll said.

Senior Nick Largent is 
Lehman’s lone returning 
lineman. He’ll move from 
tackle to guard on the 
offensive line.

Senior center Mitchell 
Sollmann (a converted 
running back) and 
sophomore guard Conner 
Stewart will also start on 
the offensive line, though 
Roll said they may switch 
positions. The rest of the 
line is made of senior 

tackle Ethan Knapke and 
junior guard Danny Lins. 
Sophomore Evan Fogt 
will provide relief on the 
line.

Most of the offensive 
linemen will play on the 
defensive line. Knapke 
had 26 tackles and two 
sacks a year ago.

The Cavaliers return 
their top two tacklers in 
Barhorst and Tyler Soll-
mann but lose the rest of 
their top 10. Barhorst, a 
linebacker, had 79 tackles 
and one interception last 
year. Sollmann, a junior 
linebacker, had 78 tackles 
and one fumble recovery.

A lack of backup has 
slowed the learning abil-
ity of the team’s new 
starters, since the team 
rests a bit more at prac-
tice to limit wear and 
tear. Assistant coaches 
have had to step in as 
players during practice 
and help in drills.

Despite those setbacks, 
Roll said he’s already 
seen progress through 
preseason practice.

“Even though we’re a 
little slower getting stuff 
in this year, we’re teach-
ing, and something we 
hold dear and true is we 
want to improve,” Roll 
said. “I think we’ve done 
that every year. Even the 
years where we were 2-8 
and 3-7, we’ve always 
improved.

“That’s what we look 
at — that’s success if you 
can show improvement.”

Reach Bryant Billing at 937-538-
4818, or follow @SidneyOHSports 
on Twitter and @BryantBillingSDN 
on Facebook.

AIM Media file photo
Elliot Gilardi returns at quarterback for Lehman

RJ Bertini returns for the Lehman football team.

Veteran coach Snipes to lead Cavs volleyball
Staff Reports

SIDNEY — Greg 
Snipes returns for his 
26th season as Lehman 
Catholic volleyball coach.

Snipes has a 475-136 
career record.

The Cavaliers finished 
12-13 overall last year 
and 6-2 in the Northwest 
Central Conference.

Graduating off that 
team were Ellie Scott, 
Lauren Larger, Hailey 
Wick, Maddy McFarland 
and Brogan McIver.

Returning letterwin-
ners include seniors 
Alexis Snipes, Malorie 
Hussey, Lauren Riley and 
Ellie Westerheide; juniors 
Olivia Lucia; Abby Schutt 
and Lauren McFarland; 
and sophomores Pyper 
Sharkins and Reese Geis.

“Expectations for this 
season are very high,” 
Snipes said. “We bring 
back almost all starters 
from last year and have 
some great newcomers. 
Our schedule should chal-
lenge and push us.”

After a third-place fin-
ish in the NWCC a year 
ago, the Cavaliers look to 
bounce back and compete 
for the top spot.

Boys Cross Country
Kyle Hermiller returns 

as coach.
Returning letterwin-

ners include seniors Elias 
Bezy and Aaron Topp, 
junior Alex Vanderhorst 
and sophomores Scott 
Petersen and Andrew 
Wiseman.

“Our boys team did not 
see any members gradu-
ate, so we can expect 
an overall improvement 
from last year’s results,” 
Hermiller said. “Alex 
(Vanderhorst) learned a 
lot from track last spring 
and has come along well 
to be running neck and 
neck with Elias (Bezy) 
this offseason at the head 
of our pack.

“Scott (Petersen) will 
be returning to distance 
running after a season of 
sprinting last spring for 
Lehman, and look for-
ward to a solid improve-
ment from last year. 
Aaron (Topp) has some 
good potential that we 
saw his sophomore sea-
son, and look forward to 
harnessing again for his 
senior season. Andrew 
(Wiseman) pushed him-
self more than anyone on 
our boys track team last 
spring, and his race times 
reflected that. I expect 
big improvements from 
him again this fall.”

“Hopefully, he can 
help Lehman improve 
upon our fifth-place fin-
ish at conference last 
year,” Hermiller said. “In 
2017, there was only an 
11-point spread from sec-
ond to fifth place, so with 
a strong showing at the 
peak of our season, we 
hope to move up.”

Girls Cross Country
Hermiller also coaches 

the girls.
Graduating off last 

year’s team were Alanna 

Mike Ullery/AIM Media file photo
Lauren McFarland returns for the Lehman Catholic volleyball team.

AIM Media file photo
Michael Denning returns for the Lehman Catholic boys soccer 
team.
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Piqua will improve with time, experience
By Rob Kiser
rkiser@dailycall.com

For the Piqua football 
team and coach Bill Nees, 
entering his 26th season, 
time will be their best 
friend.

As in time for a rela-
tively inexperienced team 
to gain experience.

And on offense, it is 
matter of finding out what 
fits this year’s edition the 
best.

Understandably, that 
may take some time — 
after losing three stand-
outs in Austin Davis, 
Hayden Schrubb and Ben 
Schmiesing to graduation.

Davis finished fourth 
among Greater Western 
Ohio Conference quarter-
backs, passing for 1,821 
yards, while throwing for 
25 touchdowns against 
just three interceptions.

He completed 126 of 
200 passes.

Schrubb was the 
second-leading receiver 
in the GWOC, with 53 
receptions for 911 yards 
and 15 touchdowns. And 
Schmiesing scored 12 
touchdowns out of the 
backfield, with 114 car-
ries for 696 yards and 
seven receptions for 77 
yards in Piqua’s 6-4 cam-
paign.

“Those were three out-
standing football players,” 
Nees said. “Really, it is 
about logistics right now.”

Taking over the helm at 
quarterback will be senior 
Mick Karn (5-foot-11, 172 
pounds).

The running backs 

will include juniors Matt 
Blankenship (5-11, 165), 
Makeegan Kuhn (6-1, 
203) and Colin Roe (5-6, 
156) and sophomores 
Jerell Lewis (6-1, 210) 
and Caron Coleman (5-9, 
150).

Blankenship had six 
carries for 24 yards last 
year, while Roe had four 
carries for 17 yards and 
13 catches for 105 yards.

“He (Colin Roe) kind 
of found a niche last year 
as hybrid running back, 
receiver,” Nees said. 
“Someone will step up. 
There is always someone 
who emerges.”

The receivers include 
seniors Owen Toopes 
(6-0, 156) and Jake Meyer 
(5-9, 151), Roe and soph-
omores Keegan Patton, 
Dylon Sever and Garrett 
Schrubb.

Toopes caught 11 pass-
es last year for 120 yards.

“Owen Toopes is the 
guy in the group with 
experience,” Nees said. 
“The other guys are all 
looking to earn a spot.”

The tight ends will be 
senior Brennan Toopes 
(6-0, 209) and Dylan Mot-
ter (6-2, 220).

The good news for 
Piqua is the Indians 
return an experienced 
group on the offensive 
line.

They include seniors 
Caden Clark (6-3, 305) 
and Kaiden Maxwell (6-1, 
230) at the tackles, and 
the guards include senior 
Zayne Arbogast (6-1, 
225) and junior Riley Hill 
(6-2, 285).

Taking over the cen-
ter duties will be senior 
Jacob Strayer (6-1, 228).

Adding depth will be 
juniors Billy Dobbins 
(5-11, 204), Nicolas 
Karnehm (5-9, 218) and 
sophomore Jacob Hepner.

“We feel like the offen-
sive line should be the 
strength of the team,” 
Nees said. “We have four 
guys who have all started 
games (at tackle and 
guard) and a guy who has 
been with the program 
for three years (Jacob 
Strayer) who has worked 
hard for three years and 
earned his shot. He has 
worked hard in the weight 
room.”

The defense will 
also have to replace 
Schmiesing, who was fifth 
in the GWOC in tackles 
last year with 100 from 
his linebacker position.

The defensive ends 
will include senior Grant 
Toopes (6-2, 224) and 
Lewis, while rotating at 
the tackles will be Arbo-
gast, Brennan Toopes and 
sophomore Lance Reaves 
(6-0, 227).

The outside lineback-
ers will be senior Kraig 
Hemmert (5-11, 172) and 
Coleman, while battling 
for the inside linebacker 
positions are senior Niko-
ah Medley (6-1, 200), 
Blankenship and Kuhn.

Karn, who was second 
on the team with 83 tack-
les from his linebacker 
position a year ago, will 
be at safety, with sopho-
more Blane Ouhl at nickle 
safety. The cornerbacks 

will be Owen Toopes and 
junior Zane Beougher 
(5-11, 171).

Karn will handle the 
kicking and punting 
duties, while Owen 
Toopes and junior Tren-
ton Foster (5-9, 164) will 
be the return specialists.

“We feel pretty good 
about our defensive line 
and secondary,” Nees 
said. “Our linebackers 
just don’t have a lot of 
experience. It is a matter 
of them getting feel and 
game experience.”

After scrimmaging 
Celina and Springboro, 
Piqua opens the season 
on the road at Chaminade-
Julienne, before the first 
of six home games with 
Lima Senior.

“We start off with C-J 
and Lima Senior right off 
the bat,” Nees said. “The 
kids are very recepetive to 
the coaching. They under-
stand.”

The GWOC North 
again will be competitive 
with Troy, Tippecanoe, 
Sidney, Vandalia-Butler 
and Greenville.

“A lot of the schools 
are in the same position, 
where they graduated 
a lot of people,” Nees 
said. “So it will be a 
typical year in the GWOC 
North.”

And for Piqua it is 
simple — just a matter 
of gaining experience 
and figuring how best to 
utilize the weapons on 
offense.

Rob Kiser can be reached at (937) 
451-3334.

Mike Ullery/AIM Media file photo
Mick Karn makes a tackle for Piqua last season.

Tom Lillicrap/AIM Media file photo
Colin Roe returns for the Piqua 
football team.

Mike Ullery/ AIM Media file photo
Matt Blankenship returns for 
the Piqua football team.

Mike Ullery/AIM Media file photo
Owen Toopes will be one of Mick Karn’s favorite targets this fall.

Young Piqua volleyball looks to improve
Staff Reports

Liana Michael returns 
as Piqua volleyball coach.

Piqua was 13-10 over-
all last year and 9-6 in 
Greater Western Ohio 
Conference American 
North Division play.

Graduating off that 
team were Haley Michael, 
Lauren Williams, Kelsey 
Magoteaux, Kelsey 
Peters, Savannah Hulme, 
Navie Garber and Emily 
Powell.

Returning letterwin-
ners include Haleigh 
Beougher, Kylie Trissell 
and Kamy Trissell; and 
juniors Tylah Yeomans 
and Danielle Widney.

“Our goals are to prog-
ress further in the state 
tournament than we did 
a year ago,” Michael said. 
“And improve. You are 
going to see a very young 
PHS volleyball team this 
season. They are working 
hard and improving every 
day.”

Michael hopes to be 
competitive in the GWOC 
North.

Boys Cross Country
Seth Fashner takes 

over as coach.
Graduating off last 

year’s team was Preston 
Schaeffer.

Returning letterwin-
ners include Mitch 
Fletcher, Gaven Barnes, 
Tyler McName and Roy 
Moreaux.

“We are excited to have 
a young and talented 
team,” Fashner said. 
“We expect to have some 
strong individual and 
team performances as we 
focus on getting better, 
not just for this season, 
but also the coming 
years.

“Our boys have done a 
great job of pushing each 
other and being more 
competitive in workouts 
this summer, which we 
expect to translate well 
into the season.

Girls Cross Country
Ryan King returns as 

coach.
Graduating off last 

year’s team was Gabby 
Knouff.

Returning letterwin-
ners include Ana Adams, 
Maeve Vulcan, Danielle 
Detter, Olivia Ames, Gra-
cie McGonagle and Alivia 
Knorr-Sullivan.

“We are excited to 
have a young and tal-
ented team and we 
are also hopeful for a 
healthy season for some 
of our seniors that have 
struggled with injuries 
throughout their career,” 
King said. “With their 
contributions, we expect 
to have some strong 
individual and team per-
formances, as we focus on 
getting better for not just 
this season, but also the 
coming years.

Kings hopes to have 
a strong showing in 
Piqua’s final season in the 
GWOC.

Boys Golf
Andy Johnson returns 

as coach.
The Indians finished 

5-8 overall last year and 
4-4 in GWOC American 
play.

Graduating off that 
team was Aaron Davis.

Returning letterwinners 
include seniors Christian 
Starrett, Jackson Huels-
kamp and Matt Herron; 
junior Kyler Kommer 
and sophomore Decker 
Jackson.

“Our goal is to improve 
our scores throughout the 
season and become more 
confident in ourselves as 
golfers,” Johnson said. 
“We do not have the 
course experience that 
many of the teams around 
us have, so we have to 
work on that in practice.

“As we play more and 
develop a strategy for 
attacking each course 
we play this fall, we will 
improve as a team. I 

expect the golfers to put 
a lot of effort into their 
game so they can achieve 
the goals they have set for 
themselves.”

Johnson hopes to be 
competitive in the GWOC 
North.

Girls Golf
Cathy Barhorst returns 

for her sixth season as 
coach.

Graduating off last 
year’s team that finished 
3-10 were Korren Evans 
and Madison Ordean.

Piqua returns district 
qualifier Kelsey Bach-
man (senior), along with 
seniors Skyler Sloan and 
juniors Adde Honeycutt 
and Reece Tate.

Working to fill the 
remaining two spots on 
varsity are junior Hannah 
Anderson, sophomores 
Dezi Davis, Siara Grin-
stead, Haley Krogman, 
Caitlyn Roberson, Brook-
lynne Wright and fresh-
man Kenzi Anderson.

“This will be the sec-
ond year in that we have 
had varsity and junior 
varsity teams,” Barhorst 
said. “Our junior varsity 
program will again be 
coaches by Tyler Berg-
man With a greatly 
expanded match schedule 
this year, coach Bergman 
and the junior varsity 
squad will work together 
to continue building the 
Piqua girls golf program. 
The future of Piqua golf 
looks very promising.”

Barhorst is excited 
about the upcoming sea-
son and expects Piqua to 
compete for the GWOC 
North title.

Boys Soccer
Josh Duncan returns 

for his second season as 
Piqua coach.

The Indians finished 
8-6-3 overall and 6-3-1 in 
GWOC North play.

Graduating off that 
team were Robbie Com-
stock, Jared Gullett, 

Kaden Jones, Gavin 
Strevell, Xian Harrison, 
Quinten Evans, Logan 
Francis, Spencer Lavey, 
Shaun Hatke, Skyler Pow-
ers, Ashtyn Wilson and 
West Ford.

Returning letterwin-
ners include seniors Cade 
Lyman, Brandon Gris-
som, Ethan Pohlschnei-
der, John Grear, Julio 
Gonzalez and Carlos 
Escalante-Perez; juniors 
Jarret Powers, Ethan 
Heidenreich, Brock 
Schlosser, Eli Baker, 
Colin Baugh, Ryan Cur-
tis, Abraham Zurita, 
Seth Furbee and Chase 
Vaughn; and sophomore 
Deacon Besuchter.

“We want to improve 
our teams style of play 
(high pressing, keeping 
possession of the ball),” 
Duncan said. “We want 
to improve on the disap-
pointing results from 
last season. In terms of 
record, I hope this team 
achieves 10 wins. We had 
our first winning record 
in four years last year and 
I hope to continue that 
tradition.”

Duncan hopes to be in 
the top four in the GWOC 
North and get a top 10 
seed in the Division I sec-
tionals.

Girls Soccer
Bret Ritter returns for 

his third season as coach.
Piqua finished 7-10 

overall last year and 5-5 
in the GWOC North.

Graduating off that 
team were Ally Rich-
ardson, Grace Jennings, 
Grave Strevell, Jennou-
leigha Tipton, Kaily Win-
trow, Kenzie Ellerman 
and Leanne Price.

Returning letter win-
ners included seniors 
Claire Bim-Merle, Hai-
ley McPherson, Kaylee 
Lacy and Shayna Bragg; 
juniors Ellie Jones, Grace 
Forness, Olyvia Malone,

Mike Ullery/AIM Media file photo
Piqua’s Kyler Kommer blasts out of a bunker earlier this season.

Mitch Fletcher returns for the 
boys cross country team.

Alexa Knorr-Sullivan returns for 
the Piqua girls cross country 
team.

Claire Bim-Merle returns for the 
Piqua girls soccer team

Maeve Vulcan returns for the 
Piqua girls cross country team.

See PIQUA | 17
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real help in a couple of 
key positions on defense.”

Juniors Dillon Koble 
and Sam Hunsbarger will 
play striker for Newton. 
Senior Rick Landwehr 
and junior Ethan Cook 
will be in the midfield. 
Alex Hild and Amorie 
Maxwell will be the lead 
defenders, while Cameron 
Caldwell will play goalie.

* Girls Soccer
Marissa Kleman takes 

over as the Newton girls 
soccer coach this season.

“This preseason the 
girls have worked really 
hard, and we are expect-
ing a fast-paced game 
with a lot of movement 
off the ball,” Kleman said. 
“The seniors and the 
team are really focusing 
on improving their overall 
knowledge and abilities 
on the field. This sparked 
the seniors to create the 
season motto as ‘Raise 
as One.’ This means that 
each member plays a 
vital role in our team and 
together they will finish a 
strong season.”

At the strikers will be 
senior captain Michaela 
Kirk and sophomore cap-
tain Marissa Deeter. In 
the midfield will be senior 
McKenna Demido and 
juniors Kim Laughman 
and Crystal Hauk. On 
defense, junior captain 
Kaitlynn Stevenson will 
play sweeper, while junior 
captain Brooke Deeter 
will play stopper. Junior 
Emily Gross will be the 
goalkeeper.

* Boys Cross Country
Newton doesn’t have 

an seniors on the team, 
but will return experience 
from last year and will 
be getting some key new-
comers this season.

Returning are juniors 
Curtis Shellenberger and 
Toby Hunt.

“They will be the lead-
ers of a young team, as I 
do not have any seniors,” 
Newton coach Aubrey 
Hughes said. “Other key 
runners will be sopho-
mores Owen Via and 
Jacob Moore.”

New to the team will be 
Ben Hoover and Robert 
Ingle.

“They have both come 
off a solid track season 
and seem to be picking 
up where they left off,” 
Hughes said.

* Girls Cross Country
For the first time in a 

long time, the Newton 
girls cross country team 
will have five runners 
competing this fall.

“This is the first time 
in years that Newton has 
had five runners, which 
means we have enough to 
score points as a team,” 
coach Aubrey Hughes 
said. “My league projec-
tion is for them to have 
a top-five finish. I am 
excited to see the ladies 
team be able to compete 
not just on an individual 
level this year, but as an 
actual team.”

Returning this season 
are senior Faith Williams 
and Mackenzie Knupp. 
New to the team will be 
juniors Kara Chaney and 
Baily Chaney, along with 
freshman Kendra Kern.

* Boys Golf
The Indians had a big 

2017 season — win-
ning a sectional title 
and finishing fifth at the 
district tournament as a 
team — and with the vast 
majority of the lineup 
returning from that team, 
the Indians will be look-
ing to take the next step 
and reach the state tour-
nament.

Chet Jamison is back 
to lead the team after 
taking sectional medalist 
honors and finishing 18th 
individually at the district 
level. Also returning this 

season are Garrett Peters, 
Nate Zielinski, Ross Fer-
rell, Ryan Mollette, Kley-
son Wehrley and Mitchell 
Montgomery, with Enon 
Weaver, Lane Bayer and 
Chandler Peters joining 
the team — for which 
eighth-year coach Randall 
Jamison has set a goal 
to win the Cross County 
Conference title and 
to qualify for state as a 
team.

Contact David Fong at dfong@
troydailynews.com; follow him on 
Twitter @thefongHome of the FREE Custom Mouthguard!
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Bradford football short on numbers
By Rob Kiser
rkiser@dailycall.com

(Editor’s Note: At 
the time this story was 
written, Chris Hawk 
was the head coach of 
the Bradford football 
team. As this issue was 
going to press, Hawk had 
resigned as coach and 
John Cruse is now coach-
ing the team. The plan is 
to go on with the season 
with 13 players.)

BRADFORD — Chris 
Hawk knew the challenge 
he undertook as Bradford 
football coach.

And after last year’s 
10-loss season, Hawk 
hopes to take a step for-
ward this season.

And that begins with 
changing the culture, 
something he talks a lot 
about.

“I was their fifth coach 
in four years (last year),” 
Hawk said. “So, when 
you have that, there is a 
lot of you and not a lot 
of us. We are trying to 
change the culture.”

Hawk could see the 
problem during games 
last season.

“When we would get 
down a few scores, the 
kids would put their 
heads down,” he said. 
“You go through differ-
ent stages when you 
take over a program at 
that level. There is not 
believing you can win. 
Then there is hoping you 
can win and then there 
is expecting to win. We 
were still at the latter 
stages of that last year.”

Hawk has already tried 
to change things in the 
offseason.

“We try to do a lot of 
things together to change 
the culture and create a 
team environment,” he 
said. “Having a swim-
ming party, going to 
McBo’s for pizza. Things 
like that.”

Hawk will have an 
added challenge this year, 
with Bradford having 
only 17 on the roster.

“It is what it is,” he 
said. “We had a few more 
at the start. They decid-
ed it wasn’t for them. 
You don’t like to see that, 
because it really hurts 
(numbers-wise).”

The Railroaders will 
have a new look on 
offense this year, switch-
ing to the spread offense 
from the wing-T.

The quarterback will 
be junior Fischer Spencer 
(6-2, 139).

The running backs will 
be senior Hunter Gheen 
(5-8, 155) and junior 
Wyatt Spangler (6-0, 
188).

Senior Larkin Painter 
(6-1, 155) has made the 
move from running back 
to tight end, while the 
split end will be senior 
Josiah Brewer (5-10, 
147).

“I will know a lot more 
once I see us in a scrim-
mage, but Fisher Spencer 
has shown the ability to 
be a good quarterback,” 
Hawk said. “He came on 
at the end of last season, 
and I think that experi-
ence is going to help him. 
Hunter Gheen played 
some running back at the 
end of last season.”

The offensive line will 
include junior Kegan Fair 
(5-6, 144), the guards 
will be sophomores 
Ethan Reed (5-7, 180) 
and Dylan Mitchell (5-9, 
145). The tackles will be 
senior Jarrett Boggs (6-0, 
160) and sophomore 
Austin Crickmore (5-7, 
180).

“Ideally, you would like 
to go 50-50 (run, pass),” 
Hawk said. “We will go 
with the hot hand on 
offense. If we can move 
the ball running the ball 
so we don’t have to throw 
so much, that would be 

great.”
They will show mul-

tiple looks on defense, 
including a 50 and a 4-4.

The defensive lineman 
will include senior Jacob 
McQuinn (6-9, 250), 
Reed and Boggs.

McQuinn is back after 
missing all last season.

“He injured his col-
larbone 30 seconds into 
two-a-days,” Hawk said. 
“That is a big addition 

to have him back. We are 
expecting big things from 
him.”

The middle linebackers 
will be Gheen and Fair, 
while the outside line-
backers will be Brewer 
and Spangler.

Among those seeing 
action in the secondary 
will be junior cornerback 
Gavin Trevino (5-6, 158) 
and sophomore corner-
back Taven Leach (5-7, 

140).
“We are expecting the 

senior leadership to come 
from Hunter Gheen, Lar-
kin Painter, Wyatt Span-
gler and Josiah Brewer,” 
Hawk said. “Again, I like 
our defense, but I will 
know more once I see 
them in a scrimmage.”

Hawk expects the 
Cross County Conference 
to be a challenge.

“A lot of the teams we 

are playing were either 
playoff teams last year 
or are perennial playoff 
teams,” Hawk said. “So 
that is tough. We will be 
a lot more competitive 
than last year. I do know 
that.”

As he continues to 
build and attempt to 
change the culture.

Rob Kiser can be reached at (937) 
451-3334.

AIM Media file photo
Graduate Hunter Penkal at running back is one of the players the Bradford football team will be looking to replace this season.

Hopes running high at Newton this season
By David Fong
dfong@troydailynews.com

PLEASANT HILL — 
The Newton volleyball 
team, as it always does, 
has high hopes heading 
into the 2018 season.

“We have a lot of unan-
swered questions about 
personnel and where girls 
are going to be playing 
this year,” Newton coach 
Mike Albright said. “I 
think if we can get it 
together, then we will be 
competitive with most, 
if not all, of the teams 
in our league. One of 
our goals every year is 
to compete for a league 
championship, and this 
year is no different.”

Seniors Madison Hil-
debrand and Mallory 
Dunlevy should be New-
ton’s key outside hitters.

“Both were starters at 
that position last year,” 
Albright said. “Madison 
had shoulder surgery 
earlier this year, and we 
are hoping she is cleared 
to play before the start 
of the season. If she 
is unable to play, then 
Addison Peters or Mia 
Dunlevy could be her 
replacement.”

Returning at the middle 
hitter spots are seniors 
Alicia Dunning and Erin 
Norman, both of whom 
were starters last season.

Newton graduated 
its top setter from last 
season. Look for seniors 
Hallie Gipe and Chloe 
Rapp, both returning let-
terwinners, to share the 
load there.

Alyssa Rapp will be the 
team’s main libero.

“She may also take 
on some outside hitting 
responsibility if Madi-
son is unable to play,” 
Albright said. “She is 
an excellent passer and 
defensive player.”

* Boys Soccer
The Indians went 1-16 

last year during a rebuild-
ing season, but coach 
Jeff Armentrout thinks a 
turnaround is within his 
team’s grasp.

“After a 1-16 rebuilding 
season last year, the team 
has a very realistic goal of 
a .500 season for 2018,” 
he said. “We lost one 
senior and have added 
a very talented group of 
freshmen that will be able 
to provide valuable sub-
stitution time and some 

Rob Kiser | AIM Media file photo
Sectional medalist Chet Jamison returns for the Newton boys golf 
team this season.



Thursday, August 23, 2018     17Troy Daily News FALL SPORTS PREVIEW

Trojans
From page 3

Photo courtesy of Lee Woolery | Speeshot Photo
Troy’s Shane Shoop (23) returns at inside linebacker for a third 
season.

“Those first three guys 
are really competing for 
playing time there,” Burg-
bacher said. “Spencer has 
probably looked the best 
right now, but it’s not like 
he’s going to be coming 
off the field on offense, 
so we’ll also need those 
other guys to be able to 
play there and help us 
out.”

While the Trojans may 
be loaded with experience 
at linebacker, the same 
doesn’t apply to the defen-
sive line or defensive 
backfield.

On the defensive line, 
the Trojans graduate all of 
its experienced linemen 
from last season, includ-
ing two-time All-Ohio 
selection Joah Schricker.

Jones’ move from line-
backer to defensive line 
should help the situation. 
Joining Jones (5-foot-8, 
223 pounds) on the line 
likely will be some com-
bination of senior Zach 
Niswonger (6-1, 193) 
and juniors Austan Good 
(5-10, 194), Colby Harris 
(5-9, 214), Jakob Moor-
man (6-3, 305) and Sean 
Keenan (6-2, 179). Other 
potential candidates for 
playing time on the defen-
sive line include seniors 
Collier O’Conner, Otis 
Jones and Nathan Garber; 
juniors Hunter Pendleton 
and Riley Hubbard and 
sophomores Adam DeCer-
bo and Ethan Freed.

“(Defensive line coach) 
Dan Gress is a good 
coach,” Burgbacher said. 
“Obviously we lost a lot 
of production, but we feel 
good about what Coach 
Gress is going to be able 

to do in terms of getting 
those guys ready. It may 
not be like it has been 
the last two years, where 
we basically had the 
same three or four guys 
playing the entire game. 
We may have rotate in 
different guys, depend-
ing on the situation, and 
feel confident Coach 
Gress will be able to do 
that for us.”

The Trojans are only 
slightly more experi-
enced in the defensive 
backfield. With Jackson’s 
move from safety to 
linebacker, only start-
ing cornerback Kobe 
Feltner, a senior and 
three-year starter, 
returns. Junior Tucker 
Raskay did get experi-
ence playing defensive 
back last season and is 
a strong candidate to 
earn a starting job this 
season. Burgbacher said 
other players in the mix 
at defensive back include 
seniors Jacob Adams, 
Noah Young and Jacob 
Shoop, juniors Dougie 
Townsell, Brayden Siler 
and Weston Smith.

“Just like we talked 
about with our defensive 
line, we feel (defensive 

backs coach) Ben Merk-
ert is capable of taking 
those inexperienced kids 
and getting them ready 
to play,” Burgbacher 
said. “He’s working just 
as hard with the younger 
kids as he is with the 
older kids to get them 
ready. We have a lot of 
talent back there, it’s just 
going to be a matter of 
getting them the experi-
ence they need on Friday 
nights. All of those guys 
could contribute for us 
this season.”

On special teams, Siler 
returns at kicker. Young, 
who played soccer until 
joining the football team 
this year, also could see 
some kicking duties. 
Raskay returns at punter. 
Jones and sophomore 
Austin Johnson are 
competing for the long 
snapper job. Jaydon 
Culp-Bishop, Feltner 
and Shane Shoop likely 
will handle most of the 
kickoff return duties, 
while Smith, Feltner and 
Shane Shoop are the 
leading candidates to 
return punts.

Contact David Fong at dfong@
troydailynews.com; follow him on 
Twitter @thefong

and state.”
The Devils will be led 

by senior Brooke Aselage, 
a three-year varsity player 
that led the team in kills last 
season with 208. Also back 
on the outside is sopho-
more Corinn Siefring, who 
piled up 123 kills and 200 
digs in her first season with 
the team, and sophomore 
middle hitter Rachel Wil-
dermuth, who was a first 
team All-GWOC American 
League selection last year, 
led the division in blocks 
with 99 and added 179 kills.

Also back is senior setter 
Isabel Crow, a three-year 
varsity player who led the 
overall GWOC in assists 
last season for the second 
straight year with 758 and 
was named All-GWOC, and 
libero Abby Hughes, who 
had 271 digs and 36 aces 
last year.

* Tennis
Tippecanoe was incred-

ibly young last season, still 
managing to go 11-7 over-
all and 7-3 in the GWOC 
American North Division. 
This year, though, those 
players have a full season 
under their belts, and the 
Red Devils enter 2018 with 
high expectations.

Back at first and second 
singles for the Devils are 
Amelia Zweizig and Dakota 
Schroeder, both of whom 
had solid freshman seasons 
last year and are ready to 
build on that as sopho-
mores. Freshman Mira Patel 
also joins the team and will 
look to make an impact in 
singles. And at doubles, 
seniors Claire Wint and 
Annie Livesay both return, 
with senior Camillah Jones, 
junior Rainey Messinger 
and freshman Katy Schultz 
adding depth to the lineup.

“One great thing about 
our team and our athletes 
is that they are intrinsically 
motivated,” says Tippeca-
noe coach Kaci Matthews 
as she enters her fifth sea-

Tipp
From page 3

Josh Brown/Troy Daily News file
Tippecanoe’s Isabel Crow sets the ball during a match last 
season.

son with the Devils. “They 
have high expectations and 
goals for themselves, and 
that only makes our team 
stronger and more competi-
tive. I am very excited to 
see what we can accomplish 
as a team this season, not 
only in the GWOC North 
but in our non-league 
matchups, as well.”

* Girls Golf
After eight seasons with 

the Tippecanoe girls golf 
team, coach Scott Murray 
knows how to keep the pro-
gram rolling in the correct 
direction after a big round 
of graduations.

So as he enters his ninth 
year with the Red Devils, 
he will be leaning on three 
second-year players and a 
large group of newcomers 
to help the squad defend its 
Greater Western Ohio Con-
ference American North 
Division championship and 
reach yet another district 
tournament.

Senior Ashlyn Herzog 
and sophomores Marissa 

Miller and Sydney Lange 
will be the heart of the 
team this season. Last 
year as a freshman, Miller 
had the second-best aver-
age in the GWOC Ameri-
can North — behind only 
graduate Taylor Hudson 
— while Lange was in the 
top 25 in the division.

“Last season, we won 
the GWOC North and 
advanced the the district 
tournament for the 14th 
time in the last 15 years,” 
Murray said. “Six of the 
eight players graduated 
from that team, and it will 
be led this season by three 
second-year players.

“In order to repeat last 
year’s success, the team 
will need to develop solid 
fourth and fifth scores out 
of the other seven first-
year players. It will be the 
largest roster the team has 
fielded.”

Contact Josh Brown at (937) 552-
2132, or follow @TroyDailySports 
on Twitter.

Josh Brown/Troy Daily News file
Milton-Union’s Meredith Fitch hits a backhand during last year’s 
Division II sectional tournament.

Bulldog
From page 10

Buckeye honorable men-
tion, with Emma Lehm-
an, Hailey Lauterbur 
and Amelia Black all 
looking to contribute.

“(Our league projec-
tion is to be) SWBL 
champions again,” Fox 
said.

* Boys Golf
Last season, the 

Milton-Union Bulldogs 
sat in first place in the 
Southwestern Buckeye 
League Buckeye Divi-
sion before faltering in 
the league tournament. 
This year, the team 
will be looking to build 
on its core group of 
returners and remain 
in the division’s upper 
echelon.

Back for the Bulldogs 
is junior Justin Brown, 
who was third team 

All-SWBL last season, 
as well as seniors Nick 
Brumbaugh and Josh 
Strader and sophomore 
Max Grafflin. Sophomore 
Sam Case will also make 
the move up from JV, and 
junior Andrew Stamper 
will add depth to the 
roster.

“Last year, we won the 
regular season title before 
falling in the tourna-
ment,” said Milton-Union 
coach Brett Barnes, who 

is entering his third year 
with the team. “We have 
three consistent scorers, 
so we are looking for No. 
4 through 6 to improve 
quickly. I think we can 
be in the top three teams 
in the SWBL Buckeye 
Division and, if we see 
improvement, have a 
chance to win.”

Contact Josh Brown at (937) 552-
2132, or follow @TroyDailySports 
on Twitter.

of five golfers from 
last season. Back are 
seniors Emily Thomp-
son and Emily Hedick, 
junior Morgan Lowe 
and sophomore Katie 
Hembree. New to 
the team is freshman 
Sarah Slusher.

“We hope to be 

Covington
From page 13

in consideration for a 
Cross County Confer-
ence league champion-
ship, but so do the other 
seven programs we have 
in girls golf this season,” 
Covington coach Adam 
Sweigart said. “Miami 
East, Arcanum, Fort 
Loramie, and National 
Trail will be conference 
leaders fighting for a 
league title because of 
their strong returning 

players.
“My hope is that our 

team will continue 
to build on the team 
dynamic to help support 
each other towards their 
best round each time 
they hit the course. We 
will have good matches 
and bad ones as well, 
but I want them to enjoy 
the time on the courses 
and the competition 
they face.”

Rob Kiser/AIM Media file photo
Claire Larger returns for the Lehman Catholic girls tennis team.

Veteran
From page 14

our style of play a little 
bit,” he said. “We have 
thrown a couple of 
things into our train-
ing plan and made a 
tough schedule even 
stronger, playing eight 
of last year’s Miami Val-
ley top ten, including 
last year’s D-III state 
champs and two of 
D-IIs best.”

Lorenzo hopes that 
will prepare Lehman for 
an even deeper run in 
the tournament.

Girls Tennis
Tim Ungericht 

returns for his fourth 
season as girls coach.

The Cavaliers fin-
ished 4-13 last year.

Graduating off that 
team were Alex Reed 
and Melissa Brunner.

Returning letterwinners 
are seniors Claire Larger, 
Grace Brandt, Sarah Gib-
son, Ann Pannaparra and 
Kiera Burns; and junior 
Angela Brunner.

“This team has a lot of 
experience,” Ungericht 
said. We expect to win 
more matches then we 
did last year. The girls 
will be led by senior 
Claire Larger, who is com-
ing off a solid junior year 
in which she was a third 
team All-Area selection at 

first singles.
“We also expect to fin-

ish high in our invitation-
als and our goals are to 
have a winning season 
with district qualifiers. 
We have 13 girls out this 
fall. John Brunner returns 
for this third season as 
our assitant coach. He 
brings to the table a solid 
understanding of tennis 
and is great for our team 
chemistry as well.”

Lehman does not com-
pete in a league.

Piqua
From page 15

Tanner Grise and Tay-
ler Grunkemeyer; and 
sophomores Colleen 
Cox, Lillie Nelson and 
Whitney Evans.

“We are returning 
a great nucleus even 
after losing a strong 
senior class,” Rit-
ter said. “So we are 
looking to keep the 
momentum going and 
play the best soccer 

possible.”
Ritter hopes to be 

competitive in the 
GWOC North.

Girls Tennis
Kyla Starrett returns 

as coach and will be 
assisted by Bonnie 
Davis.

Piqua is coming off a 
four-win season and lost 
Morgan Ford to gradu-
ation.

Returning letterwin-
ners include juniors 
Alexa Knorr-Sullivan, 
Skylar Cain and Grace 

Ryan ; and sophomores 
Rikki Ramirez and 
Cassie Arnett.

“We are extremely 
excited for the season 
to begin,” Starrett said. 
“The athletes are pas-
sionate, determined, 
and driven to get bet-
ter— and are continually 
showing it. While the 
team is still young, there 
is a lot of talent on the 
courts and an immense 
amount of potential.”

Piqua hopes to be com-
petitive in the GWOC 
American Conference.

Good luck to all our local sports teams!
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Premier Health salutes the students, families, faculty and staff of our 
partnership schools for your hard work and dedication both on and off  
the field. We are proud to partner with you in our ongoing mission of  

building healthier communities.

CONGR ATUL ATIONS!

NO OTHER TEAM 
TREATS AS  

MANY TEAMS.
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