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• RESTORATIONS

• EXTRACTIONS

• CROWNS & BRIDGES

• ROOT CANALS

• PREVENTIVE CARE

• DENTURES & PARTIALS

• FREE MOUTH GUARDS

• WHITENING • SEALANTS

• COSMETIC DENTISTRY

• BOTOX & JUVEDERM

• IMPLANTS

• IV SEDATION

WE NOW OFFER 
ORTHODONTICS

Celebrating Over 40 
Years in Dentistry
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MIAMI COUNTY — The following 4-H mem-
bers represented Miami County and presented 
their Project Pride Day entries at the Ohio State 
Fair:

Hunter Young, 9, “All About Dogs”; Julia 
Couser, 11, “Purr-Fect Pals”; Lillian Alexander, 
13, “Cat 2, Climbing Up” and “You’re the Ath-
lete”; Katelynn Gray, 9, “Pet Rabbit”; Madison 
Gustin, 12, “Staying Healthy”; Caitline Chandler, 
16, “Keeping Fit”; Tyler Shoemaker, 9, “First Aid 
in Action”; Abigail Covault, 15, “The Truth about 
Tobacco”; Miranda Tatom, 15, “Your Thoughts 
Matter.” Terre ‘Aly’ Jordan, 18, “One on One”; 
Cora Moore, 10, “The Laundry Project”; Ray-
lynn Swartz, 10, “Sew Fun”; Anna Puthoff, 16, 

FEATURING 
NORTH AMERICAN 
WILD GAME

AFTER THE FAIR
COME & RELAX & HAVE A 

BUFFALO BURGER & GATOR BITES
137 S. High St • Covington • 937-473-2524

Buffalo
Jack’s
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POLE BUILDINGS: we can custom design any building

jon@piqualumber.com • 937-773-6823
701 E. Ash Street • Piqua, OH 45356
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30’ x 48’ x 12’
1 - 16’x11’ Slider
1 - 36” Walk Door
48” O/C Truss
$14,600.00 Erected

40’ x 56’ x 14’
1 - 20’x14’ Slider
1 - 36” Walk Door
48” O/C Truss
$19,490.00

48’ x 88’ x 14’
1 - 20’x12’ Slider
1 - 24’x14’ Slider
1 - 36” Walk Door
48” O/C Truss
$31,980.00

60’ x 104’ x 14’
1 - 20’x12’ Slider
1 - 24’x14’ Slider
1 - 36” Walk Door
48” O/C Truss
$41,850.00

O
H

-7
00

66
42

0

DAN & TAWNI BATDORF

(937) 418-3393

9291 N. St. Rt. 48  

Covington, OH45318

dtbatdorf@yahoo.com  

www.batdorfsredbamcatering.com

Pork is our specialty for Wedding Receptions, Alumni Dinners, 

Banquets, Appreciation Dinners & More.

A message from the president
Fair season is again upon us and 

I’d like to take a moment to person-
ally invite you to the 2018 Miami 
County Fair.

The 171st Miami County Fair — 
set for Aug. 10-16 — again 
promises to have something 
for everyone, from food to fun 
and animals galore.

Each year, the fair show-
cases the hard work of hun-
dreds of children and adults 
with animal, craft and flower 
projects — and everything in 
between. The children, who 
put in long hours raising or creating 
their projects, are the centerpiece of 
the week-long event. They are the 
reason the Miami County Agricultur-
al Society comes together every year 
to bring the fair back to the county.

This year, as in years past, the 
midway will be filled with vendors 
offering fair foods of all kinds, 
including tenderloins, French fries, 
elephant ears and sugar waffles — 
and that’s just a sampling of the 
fair’s fare. Also on the midway, there 
will be games of chance for all to 
enjoy, including the longtime cane 
game and goldfish toss. Don’t forget 
to take a spin on one of the rides 
that also will line the midway, from 
children’s rides for the youngsters, 
to those that satisfy the daredevil in 
you.

Entertainment including local 
and regional performers also will be 
on the grounds daily for fair-goers 
to enjoy. This year’s main concert, 
scheduled for 7 p.m. Sunday, Aug. 

12, will include regional 
favorites McGuffey Lane, a 
country-rock band from cen-
tral Ohio. ReFlektion!, com-
posed of twins Jared and Jus-
tin Younce of Piqua, will open 
the evening’s events. Harness 
racing, tractor pulls, KOI 
Drag racing and much more 
will keep you entertained, 

and a fair favorite — the demolition 
derby — will return this year to help 
close out the fair on Thursday eve-
ning.

So pack up the car and bring the 
family out for an evening of fun and 
festivities. Eat dinner, ride some-
thing adventurous, pet a pig and 
take a moment to be entertained, all 
the while making memories that last 
a lifetime. We can’t wait to say hello!

— Mike Jess, president
Miami County Agricultural Society

Jess

Students present Project Pride 
Day entries at state, county
Awards ceremony set for 
Aug. 11 in Duke Lundgard

See PRIDE |15

“Wearable Art”; Hope Shiltz, 15, “Sew for Others”; 
Riley Blair, 11, “Sundresses and Jumpers”; Lil-
lian Cusick, 17, “Formal Dress Up Outfit”; Emma 
Sutherly, 14, “Day Wear Outfit”; Brooke Davis, 10, 
“Loungewear”; Abigail Cartwright, 16, “Look Great 
for Less”; Megan Robinson, 12, “Shopping Savvy”; 
Haylee Young, 11, “Family History Treasure Hunt”; 
Pami Parke, 16, “Family History Treasure Hunt”; 
James Burkett, 8, “Let’s Start Cooking”; Allison 
Cartwright, 12, “Let’s Bake Quick Breads”; Lindsey 
Yingst, 18, “Yeast Breads”; Gabriel Cusick, 14, “Grill 
Master”; Anthony Putnam, 13, “Star Spangled 
Foods”; Cora Moore, 10, “Everyday Food and 
Fitness”; Hannah Robinson, 10, “Snack Attack!”; 
Audrey Huelskamp, 9, ” Fast Break for Breakfast”; 
Madison Gustin, 12, “Cake Decorating Project, 
Junior”; Hope Shiltz, 15, “Cake Decorating, Senior”; 
Ashley Covault, 16, “Cake Decorating, Senior”; Julia 
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FAIR SCHEDULE
Friday, Aug. 10

10:00 a.m. Super Stars - Horse Arena
Miami County Rabbit Royalty — Rabbit 

Barn
Duke Lundgard Building, Merchant 

Building and vendor displays — opens
10:30 a.m. Tablescaping — Merchant 

Building
11:30 a.m. Christmas Tree Decorating 

Contest — Merchant Building
Noon Opening ceremonies — Entertain-

ment Tent — Free
2 p.m. Art Hall — opens
Horticulture Hall — opens
2:30 p.m. 4-H Cloverbud Fun Time — 

Duke Lundgard Building
4 p.m. Rides/games open — $20 bracelets
Speed Show — Horse Arena
Market Gilt Show — Swine Barn
6 p.m. Open Market Goat Show — Goat 

Barn
Miami County Dog Royalty Competition 

Begins — East side of Poultry Barn
7 p.m. Miami County Fair Royalty Com-

petition — Entertainment Tent
KOI Drag Racing — Stadium — (Sta-

dium $5, Pit Pass $15)
9 p.m. Merchant Building — closes
10 p.m. Duke Lundgard Building, FFA 

Shop/Crop Building , Art Hall, Horticulture 
Hall and vendor displays — closes

11 p.m. Rides, games and concessions — 
closes

Saturday, Aug. 11
9 a.m. Duke Lundgard Building — opens 

for 4-H Junior Cook Off
Junior Fair Market Kid Goat Show fol-

lowed by Dairy Breeding Goat Show fol-
lowed by Junior Fair Crossbred Doe Show 
followed by Junior Fair Goat Showmanship 
— Goat Barn

Junior Fair Dog Obedience Show — east 
side of Poultry Barn

Junior Fair Market Poultry Show followed 
by Junior Fair Poultry Showmanship — 
Poultry Barn

10 a.m. FFA Shop/Crop Building, Art 
Hall, Horticulture Hall, Merchant Building 

and vendor displays — opens
Freestyle Riding Horse Show — Horse 

Arena Pee Wee and Adult Swine Showman-
ship followed by Born & Raised Market Gilt 
Show — Swine Barn

10:30 a.m. 4-H Grilling Contest — Duke 
Lundgard Building

Noon Best of Show Baked Goods Auction 
— Art Hall

Rides/games open — $20 bracelets good 
all day and night

Afternoon 1 p.m. Horseshoe Pitching 
Tournament — south end of Poultry Barn

Junior Fair Dog Grooming and Showman-
ship Show — east side of Poultry Barn

Market Gilt Show — Swine Barn
Spittin’ Image — Entertainment Tent
2 p.m. 4-H Project Pride Award Ceremo-

ny — Duke Lundgard Building
Sun’s Up Cover Up — Horticulture Build-

ing
3:30 p.m. Rum River Blend — Entertain-

ment Tent
4 p.m. Open Beef Feeder Calf Show 

followed by Bred & Born Market Steer/
Heifer Show followed by No Paint Open 
Class Steer Show followed by Open Dairy 
Beef Feeder Show followed by Bred & Born 
Dairy Steer Show — Goat Barn

Evening Horseshoe Pitching Tournament 
— south end of Poultry Barn

6 p.m. Mini Horse Pull — Horse Arena
Dynamic Championship Wrestling — 

outside of stadium — Free
6-9 p.m. Miami County 4-H Alumni & 

Camp Reunion — Duke Lundgard Building
7 p.m. Truck/Tractor Pull — Stadium — 

(Stadium $5, Pit Pass $15)
Heavy Weight Horse Pull — Horse Arena
Hidden Assets — Entertainment Tent
Merchant Building — closes
Duke Lundgard Building, FFA Shop/

Crop, Art Hall, Horticulture Hall and ven-
dor displays — closes

11 p.m. Rides, games and concessions — 
closes

Sunday, Aug. 12
8:30 a.m. Guys and Gals Lead-In Wool 

Show — Sheep Arena
Open Horse Show — Horse Arena
Open Horse Show — Horse Arena
Open Sheep Breeding Show — Sheep 

Arena
Duke Lundgard Building, FFA Shop/

Crop, Horticulture Hall, Merchants Build-
ing and vendor displays — opens

10:30 a.m. Art Hall — closed for Judging 
of Refrigerated Pies & Cakes

Noon Miami County Bred and Born Beef 
Breeding Show followed by Junior Fair Beef 
Breeding Show followed by Open Class 
Beef Breeding (Open Class Beef Breeding 
dismissed immediately following show) 
followed by Junior Fair Beef Showmanship 
Classes — Goat Barn

Rides/games open — $20 bracelets good 
all day and night

1 p.m. Junior 4-H Foods & Nutrition 
Revue — Duke Lundgard Building

Cove Spring Church Praise Group — 
Entertainment Tent

Raising Backyard Fruit Seminar — west 
of Horticulture Building

1:30 p.m. Senior 4-H Foods & Nutrition 
Revue — Duke Lundgard Building

2 p.m. Art Hall — opens
The Grace Quartet — Entertainment 

Tent
2:15 p.m. Junior 4-H Creative Arts/

Miscellaneous Revue — Duke Lundgard 
Building

2:45 p.m. Senior 4-H Creative Arts/
Miscellaneous Revue — Duke Lundgard 
Building

3:00 p.m. Pinnacle Ridge Band – Enter-
tainment Tent

3:30 p.m. Junior 4-H Clothing Revue — 
Duke Lundgard Building

4 p.m. Senior 4-H Clothing Revue — 
Duke Lundgard Building

Rum River Blend — Entertainment Tent
5 p.m. Sing A Long with Rum River 

Blend and Pinnace Ridge Band — Enter-
tainment Tent

7 p.m. McGuffey Lane with special guest 
Reflektion concert — Stadium — All tick-
ets $5

9 p.m. Merchant Building — closes
10 p.m. Duke Lundgard Building, FFA 

Shop/Crop, Art Hall, Horticulture Hall and 
vendor displays — closes

11 p.m. Rides, games and concessions — 
closes

Monday, Aug. 13

Kids Day — One parent free per child age 
10 and under 10 a.m. until 1 p.m.

8:30 a.m. Junior Fair Western Horse 
Show — Horse Arena

9:00 a.m. Junior Fair Market Lamb Show 
followed by Junior Fair Sheep Breeding 
Show — Sheep Arena

Junior Fair Swine Showmanship followed 
by Swine Fun Day — Swine Arena

Junior Fair Market Rabbit Show — Rab-
bit Barn

10 a.m. Duke Lundgard Building, FFA 
Shop/Crop, Art Hall, Horticulture Hall, 
Merchant Building and vendor displays — 
opens

10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Kids Day Games — east 
side of Poultry Barn — Free

Noon Ticket booths for rides open
1 p.m. Kiddie Pedal Power Tractor Pull 

— Stadium — Free
Rides/games — open — $13 bracelet 

good all day and night
Mike Hemmelgarn, ventriloquist — 

Entertainment Tent
2 p.m. MyPlate Game Race — West of 

Horticulture Building
2-7 p.m. Election of fair board directors – 

Secretary’s Office
3 p.m. Pretty Poisons — Horticulture 

Hall
4 p.m. Junior Fair Dairy Steer Show fol-

lowed by Junior Fair Beef Feeder Calf Show 
followed by Miami County Bred and Born 
Feeder Calf Show — Goat Barn

6:30 p.m. Harness Racing — Stadium — 
Free

7 p.m. Junior Fair Market Steer/Heifer 
Show — Goat Barn

Girl Scouts Award Ceremony — Duke 
Lundgard Building

Strategy — Entertainment Tent
9 p.m. Merchant Building — closes
10 p.m. Duke Lundgard Bdg., FFA Shop/

Crop, Art Hall, Horticulture Hall and ven-
dor displays — closes

11 p.m. Rides, games and concessions — 
closes

Tuesday, Aug. 14
8:30 a.m. Junior Fair Single Run Horse 

Show — Horse Arena
9 a.m. Miami County Born & Raised 

Market Lamb Show followed by Junior Fair 
Sheep Showmanship followed by Adult and 
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Kiddie Showmanship — Sheep Arena
Junior Fair Fancy Poultry Show — Poul-

try Barn
10 a.m. Duke Lundgard Building, FFA 

Shop/Crop, Art Hall, Horticulture Hall, 
Merchant Building and vendor displays — 
opens

10:30 a.m. Junior Fair Dairy Show fol-
lowed by Open Class Dairy Show followed 
by Junior Fair Dairy Showmanship followed 
by Future Showman Show — Goat Barn 
— Junior Fair Milking — Cows and Open 
Class Cows dismissed after Future Show-
man Show

2:30 p.m. 4-H Cloverbud Fun Time — 
Duke Lundgard Building

3 p.m. Junior Fair Barrow Show — Swine 
Arena

Rides/games open — $18 bracelets good 
all day and night

6 p.m. Junior Fair Rabbit Showmanship 
— Rabbit Barn

Born & Raised Goat Show — Goat Barn
6:30 p.m. Harness Racing — Stadium — 

Free
7 p.m. Triple Nickle Band — Entertain-

ment Tent
9 p.m. Merchant Building — closes
10 p.m. Duke Lundgard Building, FFA 

Shop-Crop, Art Hall, Horticulture Hall and 
vendor displays — closes

11 p.m. Rides, games and concessions — 
closes

Wednesday, Aug. 15
Armed Forces Day — Veterans and 

spouse free with proper ID
First Responder Day — One EMT, police 

or fireman and a family member free with 
proper ID

Senior Citizens Day — 65 years old and 
over free

8:30 a.m. Junior Fair Livestock Judging 
Contest — Sheep Arena

Junior Fair English Horse Show — Horse 
Arena

10 a.m. Born and Raised Barrow Show 
— Swine Arena

4-H Cloverbud Show and Tell Program 
followed by Cloverbud Graduation — Duke 
Lundgard Building

FFA Shop/Crop, Art Hall, Horticulture 
Hall, Merchant Building & Vendor Displays 
— opens

11 a.m. Golden Anniversary Photo — 

west side of Horticulture Hall
Noon Golden Anniversary lunch — 

Entertainment Tent — Free
Junior Fair Livestock Judging Awards 

Presentation — Sheep Arena
Come Learn About Sun Safety — Hor-

ticulture Building
1 p.m. Beef Fun Day — Cattle Show 

Ring
Uniquely Herbs — Horticulture Build-

ing
2 p.m. Agriscience 4-H Activities — 

Horticulture Building
3 p.m. Poultry Fun Day – Poultry Barn
Rides/games open — $18 bracelets 

good all day and night
5 p.m. Salute to Veterans followed by 

Band Spectacular — Stadium — Free
Ten Year Member Recognition followed 

by County Youth Awards — Duke Lund-
gard Building

7 p.m. Sale of Champions — Sale 
Arena (Swine Barn)

Pen of Market Chickens
Single Market Duck
Single Market Turkey
Pen of Market Rabbits
Single Market Rabbit
Market Kid Goat
Pen of Two Market Lambs
Single Market Lamb
Market Barrow
Dairy
Dairy Steer
Market Steer/Market Heifer
ReFlektion — Entertainment Tent
8 p.m. Junior Fair Dance — Pence 

Building
9 p.m. Merchant Building - closes
10 p.m. Duke Lundgard Building, FFA 

Shop/Crop, Art Hall, Horticulture Hall 
and vendor displays — closes

11 p.m. Rides, games and concessions 
— closes

Thursday, Aug. 16 
9 a.m. Single Barrow Sale, immediately 

followed by Market Goat Sale, immedi-
ately followed by Dairy Steer Sale, imme-
diately followed by Beef Feeder Calf Sale, 
immediately followed by Market Steer/
Market Heifer Sale, immediately followed 
by Single Market Rabbit Sale, immedi-
ately followed by Pen of Market Rabbits 
Sale, immediately followed by Pen of Mar-

ket Chickens Sale, immediately followed by 
Single Market Duck, iImmediately followed 
by Market Turkey Sale, immediately fol-
lowed by Single Market Lamb Sale

10 a.m. Duke Lundgard Bldg., FFA Shop/
Crop, Art Hall, Horticulture Hall, Merchant 
Building and vendor displays — opens

2:30 p.m. 4-H Cloverbud Fun Time — 
Duke Lundgard Bldg.

3 p.m. Rides/games open — $18 brace-
lets good all day and night

7 p.m. Demolition Derby — Stadium — 

Stadium $5, Pit Pass $15
Eric Jerardi Band — Entertainment Tent
Vendor Displays — closes
7:30 p.m. Concessions — Northeast of 

Goat Barn and north of Sheep Barn — 
closes

8:30 p.m. Concessions – West of Goat 
Barn and North of Sheep Barn — closes

10:30 p.m. Concessions – All other on 
Main Drive and Grandstand Drive — 
closes

Rides and games — close

More information
Admission prices

Children 8 and under are free
General admission for those 9 years 

and older — Daily ticket: $5
Season ticket: $25 with wristband 

re-entry starting at noon daily
Exhibitor ticket: $20 with wristband 

re-entry starting at noon daily
Vendor ticket: $20 with wristband 

re-entry starting at noon daily
Miami County Agricultural Society 

member ticket: $25

Rides and games schedules
Daily ticket specials
$1 — Single ticket

$18 — 20 tickets
$50 — 60 tickets
$15 bracelet good all day any day 

for 4-H members and Girl Scouts with 
Junior Fair pass

Friday, Aug. 10 — 4 p.m., Rides/games 
open; $20 bracelets — good all day and 
night

Saturday, Aug. 11 — Noon, rides/
games open; $20 bracelets — good all 
day and night

Sunday, Aug. 12 — Noon, rides/games 
open; $20 bracelets — good all day and 
night

Monday, Aug. 13 — Noon, ticket box 
opens; 1 p.m. rides/games open; $13 
bracelets — good all day and night

Tuesday, Aug. 14 — 3 p.m. rides/

See INFORMATION | 9
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Improvements make 
fairgrounds safer, 
more welcoming
By Cecilia Fox
cfox@troydailynews.com

MIAMI COUNTY — When visi-
tors come to the 2018 Miami County 
Fair, they might not notice all of the 
improvements that have been done 
since last year.

“It’s a lot of little things,” fair man-
ager Jill Wright said. “But they add up, 
for sure.”

Some improvements are obvious, 
including the new paving around the 
Duke Lundgard building. The pav-
ing was part of a resurfacing program 
approved by the county commissioners 
in June.

The paving was completed in July 
and “looks really, really nice,” Wright 
said. It will also be a safety improve-
ment, especially for wheelchair users.

Another big undertaking was the 
addition of a second track for the demo-
lition derby and a brand new track for 
the tractor pulls. This addition keeps 
the events separate and means there 

A smashing good time

Demolition derby 
returns to fair
By Rachel Hensley
For AIM Media Midwest

MIAMI COUNTY — The Miami Coun-
ty Fair is bringing a new, family-friendly 
activity back this year, with the return 
of the demolition derby. The derby has 
been absent from the fair for the last eight 
years.

“We try to make the demolition derby a 
family event,” said Bob Coppock, owner 
of Bob’s Auto Repair of Troy.

Not only will the demolition derby be 
returning, but the fairgrounds will also be 
debuting two new tracks. “We have built 
a brand-new track for the dirt drags and 
the tractor pulls, and we put a brand-new 
track in for the demolition derby. That 
way, it’s all separate,” Coppock explained.

The Miami County Fair demolition 
derby will offer a variety of different class-
es including United Demolition Derbies 
Modified/Mild Weld, Rear Wheel Drive 
Street Stock, Front Wheel Drive Street 
Stock, Mini Car Figure 8, Full Size Car 

Provided photo
Returning after eight years, the demolition derby 
will take place at the fairgrounds stadium at 7 
p.m. Thursday, Aug. 13.

Provided photo
The Miami County Fair demolition derby will offer a variety of different classes.

Figure 8, Modified Mowers and Stock 
Mowers.

Do you have a child interested in the 
derby? Kids 10 and under can also join 
in on the fun during the Power Wheels 
derby. “Kids 10 and under can bring 
their power wheels and a helmet and 
they get 10 minutes to drive around on 
the race track,” Coppock said. “Then, 
when they are done, every kid gets a 
trophy.”

The demolition derby will take place 
at the fairgrounds stadium at 7 p.m. 
Thursday, Aug. 13. If you would like to 
participate in the derby, there are entry 
fees that vary depending on which class 
you are entering, with the most expen-
sive entry fee being $40.

Rachel Hensley is a freelancer for the Troy Daily News 
and Piqua Daily Call.

won’t be any metal pieces left behind that 
could damage tires on the tractor pull 
track, Wright said.

Some concrete work was done at the 
stadium as well, including repairs to parts 
of the stairs.

“It looks better and is safer,” she said.
The roof of the goat barn has been 

resealed and there are new pens in the 
barn as well. The Merchant building and 
the Poultry barn were power washed and 
got a “fresh white coat of paint,” Wright 
pointed out.

“It just makes people feel like it’s clean 
and fresh,” she added. “Not that it’s ever 
dirty, but we are a fairgrounds. It spruces 
things up.”

There are also new, more energy effi-
cient lights in the Art Hall, which will 
make things brighter, she said.

There have also been repairs to water-
lines at the fairgrounds, as well a lot of 
mowing and tree trimming, Wright said.

“We’re trying to maintain things too, 
which is a big process,” Wright said.

Reach Cecilia Fox at cfox@troydailynews.com
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Goat pens become 
community effort

By Cecilia Fox
cfox@troydailynews.com

MIAMI COUNTY — When it came 
to replacing the goat pens at the Miami 
County Fairgrounds, the community 
really stepped up to help.

“I’m beside myself, to be honest. It’s 
amazing how much support this has 
had,” fair board member Jim Johnson 
said.

Local businesses and members of the 
community offered donations and mate-
rials and kids in the local 4-H programs 
organized fundraisers, Johnson said.

“There were several businesses, 
several individuals in the community. 
There’s 4-H kids that went online and 
took donations for cupcakes and buck-
eyes, all kinds of stuff,” he said. “It’s 
amazing what the 4-H kids have done.”

The previous pens were made out 
of cattle panels that were cut down to 
size and held together with plastic ties. 
They didn’t look professional or mod-
ern, Johnson said, but they were also a 
safety concern.

“I just thought the kids deserved bet-

ter,” he said. “It’s a safety thing. … It’s 
also a pride thing.”

The new pens are welded metal with 
new gates. They were recently installed 
in the goat barn at the fairgrounds, 
which also got some roof repairs this 
summer.

“It’s really neatly put together,” he 
said.

They were made by a local man from 
materials donated by area businesses. 

“They’re made locally.”
The road to completing the project 

wasn’t easy, he said. The project was at 
one point turned down for grant fund-
ing, although the committee is looking 
into other grants to help pay for the 
goat pens and new rabbit pens.

“But it didn’t slow us down,” Johnson 
said.

He said he’s looking forward to a 
more professional looking goat barn 
that will hopefully get more use in the 
future.

“We could possibly have other goat 
shows and do other things with that 
barn,” he said.

Reach Cecilia Fox at cfox@troydailynews.com.

Provided photo
This before picture shows the previous goat pens 
at the Miami County Fairgrounds. They pens were 
made with wire cattle panels cut down to size and 
held together with plastic ties.

Provided photo
The newly installed goat pens are metal and were 
welded together with materials donated by local 
businesses.

New pens a visual, 
safety improvement
By Cecilia Fox
cfox@troydailynews.com

MIAMI COUNTY — At this year’s 
Miami County Fair, the pens in the rabbit 
barn will be brand new and much safer.

The new pens replace a set that had 
been used for so long, no one quite knew 
how old they were, fair board member 
Jane Jess said.

“It’s long overdue,” she said. “Another 
committee member said they were prob-
ably the same ones that had been used 
when he was a kid and he has three chil-
dren of his own now.”

The new pens are “obviously a visual 
improvement,” Jess said.

“It just looks so much nicer to have the 
bright metal and not the dirty, rusted 
metal,” she said. They’re also much safer, 
she added.

The plywood boards the hold the cages 
were also replaced with sturdier wood 
shelving. The new boards also have a lip 
around the edge, which will help keep the 
pens from sliding off.

The old pens also traveled back and 
forth between the Miami County Fair-
grounds and the fairgrounds in Shelby 
County.

“We kind of went back and forth. 
They would borrow some and we would 
borrow them back, just so we would 
always have enough,” Jess said. “So we 
just donated them all to Shelby County 
because I got enough to make sure we 
have plenty.”

Jess said she approached the board 
about replacing the pens early this year 
and started collecting donations for the 
new pens. The Miami County Agricul-
tural Society helped fund the project, but 
the committee is still accepting dona-
tions and pursuing grant funding for the 
project, as well as the replacement of the 

Provided photo
The new pens are better looking, but also a safety 
improvement, fair board member Jane Jess said.

goat pens.
The junior fair board members 

helped set the new pens up and were 
pleased with the immediate difference, 
Jess said.

“It was just amazing pulling them 
out of the boxes. It used to be you were 
kind of scared to grab a hold of them 
because they were just not in good 
shape,” she said. “It’s a big difference 
when you walk in and look at them.”

Jess said it was great to hear the kids 
talk about how excited they are about 
the new rabbit barn set up.

“They just couldn’t believe how nice 
they were,” she said.

Jess said she hopes the improve-
ments will lead to more visitors at the 
rabbit barn this year and perhaps more 
participants next year.

“It’s our goal to see our projects go 
up in numbers every year,” she said. 
“We hope that kids will come in and 
be like, ‘Wow, they got new cages, this 
looks really nice,’ and draw them into 
either joining 4-H or if they’re already 
in 4-H, taking a rabbit project as well.”

The committee is still accepting 
donations for the project, which can 
be mailed to the Miami County Agri-
cultural Society or dropped off at their 
office, 650 N. County Road 25-A Troy.

Reach Cecilia Fox at cfox@troydailynews.com
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THREE LOCATIONS!

RELAX,
We’ll take it from here!

CERTIFIED

“We offer the fi nest in collision 
repair and Customer Service 
and we have a genuine 
interest in you and your 
vehicle!”

� Drive In Estimating
� Highly Skilled Technicians

� Limited Nationwide Warranty
� Convenient Services

• Free Pick-up & Delivery
• Rental & Towing Assistance
� State of the Art Equipment

• Computer Assisted Laser Frame Alignment
• Downdraft Paint Booth

• Computer Paint Matching System

- Tom Martin (Owner)

700 S. Roosevelt St.
Piqua, Ohio

(937) 773-8671

Piqua

15 N. Kings Chapel Drive
Troy, Ohio 45373
(937) 339-3391

www.troycarstar.com 

RELAX,RELAX,RELAX, “We offer the finest in collision repair and
Customer Service, and we have a genuine
Interest in you and your vehicle!”
       
                                             

Tom Martin, OwnerWe’ll take it from here!
       

We’ll take it from here!
       
                                             We’ll take it from here!                                             We’ll take it from here!

TWO LOCATIONS!

TROY 
CARSTAR

Auto Body Repair Experts

®
SIDNEY BODY
CARSTAR

Auto Body Repair Experts

®
175 S. Stolle Ave., Sidney

(937) 492-4783
www.sidneybodycarstar.com

15 North Kings Chapel Rd., Troy
(937) 339-3391

www.troycarstar.com

Drive in Estimating
Highly Skilled Technicians
Limited Nationwide Warranty

Convenient Services
 ~Free Pick-up & Delivery
 ~ Rental & Towing Assistance

State of the Art Equipment
 ~Computer Assisted Laser Frame Alignment
 ~ Downdraft Paint Booth
 ~ Computer Paint Matching System

175 Stolle Avenue
Sidney, Ohio 45365

(937) 492-4783
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Mouth-watering fare at the fair

By Belinda M. Paschal
bpaschal@aimmediamidwest.com

MIAMI COUNTY — Rides are riveting, 
music is mesmerizing, and animals are amaz-
ing, but there’s something else that attracts 
many folks to the Miami County Fair.

Those incredible edibles.
There will be approximately 60 different 

food and drink vendors to choose from this 
year, according to fair secretary and manager 
Jill Wright.

“They come from everywhere,” she said. 
“Some are from Miami County, and some 
from as far away as Kentucky. They typically 
work the fair circuit.”

Wright said returning favorites will include 
Grumpy’s BBQ, now under new ownership, 
as well as the Bethel Music Boosters. “We’re 

Food always a popular attraction glad they’re coming back,” Wright said.
The Crazy Redhead Canteen will tantalize 

taste buds with their trademark tater tots, 
Chester Foods will concoct clouds of cotton 
candy, while Linkous Concessions will dip up 
homemade ice cream.

Hillbilly Lemonade Concessions, which 
drew a “huge crowd” at the Miami County 
Food Truck Rally in May, according to 
Wright, will be at the fair serving sips of 
citrus-y goodness — and making quite a pro-
duction of it.

“They kind of put on a show when they 
do it. It’s fun to watch,” Wright said. “It’s just 
something different that we’re having.”

Wright said there’s something for everyone 
to be found among the food trucks.

“It just depends on what you like. I think 
everything’s good,” she said, chuckling. 
“Definitely, if you’re hungry, the fair is a good 
place to be because there are many options. 
Plus it’s affordable, taste bud-friendly food.”
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New Troy Location – 1490 W. Main St. • Troy 45373 – Exit 74 Off I-75
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Finding her roots
Parke, 16, presents family history 
project at OSF, county fair
By Melanie Yingst
myingst@aimmediamidwest.com

MIAMI COUNTY — Pami Parke thought her family 
was big, but as she researched her family’s history it 
seems that large families, well, run in her family.

Parke, 16, of Covington, researched her family’s his-
tory as part of “Family History Treasure Hunt” 4-H 
project. Parke presented her projects as part of the 
annual Miami County 4-H Project Pride Day on July 11. 
Parke was selected to represent the county at the Ohio 
State Fair with the family history project.

This will be the first time Parke, a member of the 
Premier Livestock 4-H Club, has had the opportunity to 
present her work in front of the Ohio State Fair judges.

“I’ve asked questions about where our family comes 
from over the years,” Parke said. “I started by asking 
questions with my grandparents on both sides. I found 
an obituary from a newspaper from one of my great-
great-grandmothers laying around and I started from 
there.”

Parke also used family photos, previous family history 
research and family trees, letters and other family items 
to trace her roots.

“I learned I came from a really big family. My second 
great-great-grandmother’s mother was one of 13 chil-
dren,” she said. “Finding that out that my family comes 
from a really big family was pretty cool.” 

Pami is one of five children in her family, and is the 

Provided Photo

games open; $18 bracelets — good all day and night
Wednesday, Aug. 15 — 3 p.m. rides/games open; 

$18 bracelets — good all day and night
Thursday, Aug. 16 — 3 p.m. rides/games open; 

$18 bracelets — good all day and night
All participants riding the rides must obey all 

rules set by Burton Brothers Amusements. This is 
for the safety of all involved.

Parking information
The main gate is located north of the Miami 

County Animal Shelter of County Road 25-A. All fair 
patrons and north end exhibitors are encouraged to 
use this entrance.

The alternate south gate is accessed from Harri-
son Street and is for use holders of reserved parking 
permits, persons needing handicapped parking, and 
south end exhibitors. Some limited general parking 
is available in the south lot on first-come, first-served 
basis. All livestock trailers and trucks are to be 
parked at the south end of the fairgrounds behind 
the horse barns or west of Horse Arena near west 
fence.

There are several restricted and handicapped park-
ing areas on the fairgrounds. Handicapped parking 
is available inside the gate at the south entrance and 
at the north end of the race track and north of the 
livestock buildings.

Unauthorized vehicles may be towed at the own-
er’s expense.

Fire lanes are mandatory around buildings.
Shuttle wagons will make regular rounds from the 

parking area to the middle of the fairgrounds for 
those who wish to ride.

No parking of vehicles will be allowed in camping 
areas.

Information
From page 5

daughter of Brian and Shon Parke.
Parke also traced her mother Shon’s side of the fam-

ily, which can be traced back to the Netherlands and 
she found there are two family crests she can trace to 
her family’s name.

Parke said when she first started the project, which 
took her three months to complete, she didn’t have 
many photos of her extended family, but now has 
binders full of her family history for her to treasure.

“It’s been a fun project,” she said.
Parke’s project will be on display during the Miami 

County Fair in the Premier Livestock booth in the 
Duke Lundgard building.
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Trek to the tent for a terrific time
By Belinda M. Paschal
bpaschal@aimmediamidwest.com

MIAMI COUNTY — The Sunday 
concert featuring McGuffey Lane won’t 
be the only chance for fair-goers to catch 
some tunes. All week, there will be free 
fare in the entertainment tent, with styles 
ranging from bluegrass and gospel to rock 
and R&B.

“A very popular draw will be the Eric 
Jerardi Band; he’s not been here before, 
but he’s played all over the place. Also 
new this year is Strategy,” said Roberta 
Jacobs, entertainment co-chair and a 
board member of the Miami County Agri-
cultural Society. “Hidden Assets is always 
a big draw as well.”

Jacobs added with a laugh that fair-
goers “would kill us if we didn’t book 
Rum River Blend,” referring to the popu-
lar Troy band that will perform several 
times during fair week. Twin musicians 
Spittin’ Image, regulars at the fair, also 
are a big attraction.

“People set their schedules according to 
who’s playing,” Jacobs noted.

Here’s a rundown of the offerings in 
the entertainment tent so music lovers 
can make time between riding the Ferris 
wheel and scarfing a Texas tenderloin 
to cool their heels and enjoy some live 
music.

Saturday, Aug. 11

Spittin’ Image, 1 p.m.
Identical twin brothers Blain and Brian 

Swabb love to sing and play their instru-
ments, mixing their vocal abilities and 
musicianship with comedy, high energy 
and audience participation. Born, raised 
and still living in Greenville, they play 
multiple genres including classic and cur-
rent country, classic rock, Motown, blue-
grass and blues.

Rum River Blend, 3:30 p.m.
This hometown band features Linda 

Eric Jerardi Band

Hidden Assets

Mike Hemmelgarn

Tatarian on vocals and the five-string 
banjo; Chris Tatarian on vocals, guitar 
and harmonica; 1948 Ohio Fiddling 
Champion Carl Phillis on the fiddle; 
Smilin’ Bill Benning on bass; and Mark 
Acton on vocals and mandolin. They’re 
well-known at local venues and festivals, 
where they bring a mix of bluegrass, gos-
pel, folk, children songs and plain old fun!

Hidden Assets, 7 p.m.
Hidden Assets Band has been playing 

together for more than 15 years, offering 
up classic country, rock and blues. The 
band includes Dale Duke on guitar and 
vocals, David Burkhart on bass guitar and 
vocals, Larry Garwood, lead guitar and 
vocals, and Dave Iddings on drum and 
vocals.

Sunday, Aug. 12

Gospel Fest, 1 p.m.
A fair favorite, this spiritual showcase 

will have the crowd clappin’ and toes tap-
pin’. The fest will kick off with an appear-
ance by a popular Troy church ensemble 
and culminate in an audience-interactive 
performance. The lineup for the Gospel 
Fest will feature:

- Cove Spring Church Praise Team, 1-1:45 p.m.
Carrying on the tradition of their nearly 

200-year-old church, the praise team 
performs an assortment of contemporary 

Christian songs and classic hymns. They 
also have released a CD, “Center of Our 
Joy,” which can be purchased at www.
covespringchurch.com/praise_group.

- The Grace Quartet, 2-2:45 p.m.
This local ensemble has been singing 

together at area churches, convalescent 
centers and other venues for more than 
45 years. Current members of the group 
are Scott Boyer, Roger Griffieth, Mike 
Griffieth, Steve Detrick and Gary Nicholl. 
Honorary member Jim Griffieth passed 
away in 2001.
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Strategy

Triple Nickel

Rum River Blend

- Pinnacle Ridge, 3-3:45 p.m.
Rocky McHone, Ken Gentry, Leo 

Howe, Jim Thacker, Doug Turner and 
Kevin Brown have been together for three 
years, singing gospel and bluegrass in the 
tri-state area.

Rum River Blend will return to the 
entertainment tent stage at 4 p.m. for 
a 45-minute set before teaming up with 
Pinnacle Ridge for a group sing-along at 
5 p.m.

Gospel Fest 2018 is brought to you by 
Snyder Road Church of God; Tranquil 
Vine Massage; Pleasant Hill Church 
of God Missionary; Friedens Lutheran 
Church; Springcreek Township Trustees 
and Fiscal Officer, Piqua; Good Shepherd 
Presbyterian Church; Robert Earl LTD; 
M&M Automotive; CoriGraphics, Inc.; 
and numerous anonymous donors.

Monday, Aug. 13

Mike Hemmelgarn, comedy juggler/
ventriloquist, 1 p.m.

Hemmelgarn has been fascinated with 
ventriloquism since age 8 and jugging 
since 16. He went door-to-door selling 
newspaper subscriptions to earn enough 

money to purchase his first “dummy,” a 
hardwood puppet named “Bob.” Though 
he’s moved on to mostly foam-and-latex 
puppets Hemmelgarn has retained his 
dedication to his craft, which he pours 
into a high-energy, high-comedy stage 
show.

Strategy, 7 p.m.
Hailing from Sidney, Strategy enjoys 

a busy schedule of gigs throughout the 
Miami Valley and vicinity. They play 
a diverse mix of 50s, 60s, 70s and 80s 
classic rock and country music, as well 
as today’s pop and country hits. Career 
highlights include opening for the Little 
River Band.

Tuesday, Aug. 14

Triple Nickel Band, 7 p.m.
Triple Nickel is quintet that performs 

Top 40 country covers, classic rock, and 
“Americana-country” originals. They have 
shared the stage with such artists as John 
Michael Montgomery, The Nitty Gritty 
Dirt Band, Mark Chestnutt, Colt Ford 
and Vanilla Ice, among many others.

Wednesday, Aug. 15

ReFlektion, 7 p.m.

This Piqua duo features twins Jared 
and Justin Younce, who are rapidly mak-
ing a name for themselves around Miami 
County. The pair was well-received three 
summers in a row — including last month 
— and were the winners of last year’s 
Dancing with the Piqua Stars.

Thursday, Aug. 16

 Eric Jerardi Band, 7 p.m.
Jerardi began his musical career by 

winning a battle of the bands contest in 
1989 at Ohio University. Two years later, 
he won another contest at OU, which 
secured a spot on MTV as the Midwest’s 
Best Unsigned College Band. Over the 
years, he has shared the stage with Little 
Feat, Robin Trower, and Jim Belushi at 
the House of Blues, Chicago and LA; 
played with Eric Johnson on Cape Cod; 
jammed with Keith Urban, Wynonna, and 
Kenny Chesney in Nashville; and head-
lined B.B. King’s in Memphis, Nashville, 
LA, and Manhattan. He has played in 
countless blues festivals, major concerts, 
and shows around the country.
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McGuffey Lane brings familiar faces to fair

By Belinda M. Paschal
bpaschal@aimmediamidwest.com

MIAMI COUNTY — McGuffey Lane 
are no strangers to Miami County, 
and county folks of a certain age are 
no strangers to McGuffey Lane, as the 
Ohio-bred band has played in the area 
numerous times.

Most recently, they’ve been tapped 
as the headliner for this year’s Sunday 
concert at the Miami County Fair. On 
Aug. 12, the country rockers will take 
the stage after a set by Piqua’s dynamic 
duo, Justin and Jared Younce, also 
known as ReFlektion.

“I’ve known (McGuffey Lane) from 
their beginnings in the early ’70s; 
they’re always big draw in our area,” 
said Roberta Jacobs, entertainment co-
chair. “They haven’t been here since the 
(2013) Strawberry Festival, when their 
performance was cut short because of 
rain.

“They’re fun, family entertainment. 

Provided photo
McGuffey Lane will headline the Sunday concert at the Miami County fair on Aug. 12. Special guest 
ReFlektion, of Piqua, will be the opening act.

Photo by Brent R. Brown
McGuffey Lane will be the the headliner for this year’s Sunday concert at the Miami County Fair. Piqua’s 
ReFlektion will open the Aug. 12 show.

We’re excited about us getting them 
here again. It’s going to be a good show 
that families can come out together and 
be a kind of multi-generational thing.”

John Schwab, lead singer for the 
band, said after years of life on the 
road, McGuffey Lane enjoys playing the 
fair and festival circuit.

“We mostly stay in Ohio. We toured 
and traveled in the ’70s and ’80s, but 
eventually, I decided I wanted to sleep 
in my own bed,” Schwab said. “To keep 
an original band going all year, you 
have to travel and I’d just had enough 
of it.”

Schwab and his bandmates play about 
50 shows a year, but they’re hardly idle 
when not gigging with McGuffey Lane. 
For instance, Schwab does a lot of solo 
shows and performs with McGuffey 
colleague Molly Pauken, plus he per-
formed with a cover band with three 
other guys from the band. All in all, 
they do at least 200 shows per year.

Schwab, whose list of dream collabo-

rators range “from Burt Bacharach all 
the way to John Prine,” also released 
a solo album of Frank Sinatra covers 
called “One More for the Road.”

In addition to Schwab, McGuffey 
Lane’s current lineup features Pauken 
on mandolin and acoustic guitar; Steve 
Reis on bass and vocals; Terry Efaw on 
steel guitar; Kevin Reed on harmonica; 
and Randy Huff on drums. McGuffey 
Lane also frequently includes a key-
board player, Jerry Cummings.

“The band was started by Terry and 
Steve in Athens (Ohio), as a duo called 
Scotch & Soda,” Schwab explained. 
“They moved to Columbus and started 
going by McGuffey Lane after the 
street Steve lived on.”

Two eventually grew to six and the 
band became well-known locally, releas-
ing an eponymous debut on their own 
label. The album sold more than 40,000 
copies, ultimately resulting in them 
signing with Atco Records. (The album 
was reissued in 1980, and McGuffey 

Lane toured with the Charlie Daniels 
Band, The Judds and the Allman Broth-
ers Band.) Their follow-up album, “Aqua 
Dream,” contained the single “Start It 
All Over,” which became a crossover 
pop hit, reaching No. 97 on the Bill-
board Hot 100.

McGuffey Lane scored several other 
higher-charting hits, primarily on the 
country charts, including “Let the Hard 
Times Roll,” “Day by Day,” and “Making 
a Living’s Been Killing Me.”

Fair-goers can expect to hear some of 
these tunes, Schwab said. 

“We released 11 albums, including one 
last year. We’ll be drawing from those 
and doing some covers as well,” he said.

Tickets for the concert — non-
refundable, rain or shine — are $5 at 
the fair office, which is open from 8 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Monday through Friday. If 
ordered online, a $2 processing fee will 
be added to each ticket, for a total of $7 
per ticket. To order online, go to www.
miamicountyohiofair.com/concert-info.



August 2018     13Troy Daily News • Piqua Daily Call 2018 MIAMI COUNTY FAIR

Fair to host annual 
Kid’s Day on Aug. 13
By Samantha Wildow
swildow@aimmediamidwest.com

MIAMI COUNTY — The 2017 Miami 
County Fair will have plenty of free fun 
on hand for the littlest fair-goers this year.

The annual Kid’s Fun Day will be held 
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Monday, Aug. 13. 
Lunch is also provided for children who 
attend the event.

“A good reason to come on Kid’s Day 
is if you have little kids, it’s free to them. 
Kids get in free age 8 and under. All the 
activities in the Kid’s Day area are free 
things they can do at the fair,” said Nick 
Shellenberger, committee co-chair.

“The children can see the animal dis-
plays and all the other fair exhibits the 
rest of the day,” Shellenberger said.

All the free activities will take place 
in the south parking lot near the poultry 
barn.

Children ages 10 and under can enjoy a 
straw maze, banner painting, and Home 
Depot’s Kid’s Workshop activities just to 
name a few. Organizations such as The 
Ohio State University Extension and the 
Miami County Soil and Water District 
will have displays. The WACO Air Muse-
um and Learning Center will have rocket 
demonstrations. The Miami County 
Sheriff’s Office will have a deputy cruiser 
and other equipment on display. Brukner 
Nature Center animal ambassadors will 
be in attendance and the Miami County 
Park District will also participate with 
youth events and demonstrations. The 
Troy Fire Department will be on-hand as 
well. 

The Miami County Sheriff’s Office will 
also have its Ident-A-Kid station at its 
building next to the Secretary’s Office.

“You are minutes from all the animal 
exhibits right around the corner,” Shel-
lenberger said.

The event also include a free lunch for 

Photos by Anthony Weber | Troy Daily News file photo
Nolan Dow gets fitted for a new bike helmet with 
help from Deputy Ryan Karn through the Miami 
County Sheriff’s Office during a previous fair. 
Dow was visiting the fair’s Kid’s Fun Day with his 
grandparents Pete and Kathi Dow of West Milton. 
Parents also have the chance to get an updated 
ID for their children at the sheriff’s office building 
on the fairgrounds, near the Secretary’s Office.

Children from Angela’s Circle of Friends Child 
Care and Learning Center, including Mackinsey 
DeJesus, get an up-close and personal experience 
while visiting an American toad from Brukner 
Nature Center during a previous fair.

Junior Fair Board not 
just about livestock
Members also learn 
leadership, social skills
By Rachel Hensley
For AIM Media Midwest

MIAMI COUNTY — The Miami 
County Agricultural Society Junior Fair 
Board works in conjunction with the 
fair board and coordinates a variety of 
events including livestock shows and 
sales as well as other tasks throughout 
the fair.

Eric Wright took over the Junior Fair 
Board as adviser at the beginning of 
the 2017 fair season, and started with a 
board of 12 or 13 children. It has more 
than doubled since then and currently, 
there are 30 children on the board for 
this year. “We have grown significantly 
in the last two fair seasons,” Wright 
said.

There are many benefits to being on 
the Junior Fair Board including learn-
ing leadership skills, social skills, learn-
ing how to be accountable, and it’s a 
great way for children to be involved in 
the local community.

The Junior Fair Board includes sev-
eral committees from executive and 
junior fair office committees to Kids’ 
Day and art hall/horticulture hall com-
mittees to rabbit, goat, sheep and horse 
committees.

Wright gave this insight into the 
importance of the junior fair board: “We 
are building strong leaders for our com-
munity for years to come,” he said.

Being a part of the junior fair board 
doesn’t have to be just about livestock. 
“The Junior Fair Board is a way to get 
to know your neighbor, get to know 
your friends, Wright said. “The year 
leading up to the fair, we are building 

AIM Media Midwest file photo
Colin Tackett, a member of the Miami County 
Agricultural Society junior fair board, tends to his 
prize-winning New Zealand white rabbits in 2016. 
Colin’s sister, Kacie, also is a junior fair board 
member who shows animals at the Miami County 
Fair.

children and accompanied adults.
“It includes a light lunch of hot dog, 

apple slices, milk and more,” Shel-
lenberger said. “The lunch is open to 
everybody, no charge, parents and all.”

strong relationships to ensure a successful 
junior fair.”

If you have a child interested in signing 
up, junior fair applications are available 
for pickup at the fair secretary’s office 
during the fair and need to be turned in 
by Sept. 1.

Children who have been involved in any 
youth organizations such as Boy Scouts, 
Girls Scouts or 4-H and will be between 
the ages of 13 and 19 as of Jan. 1 of the 
next fair year are eligible to apply to be 
part of the Junior Fair Board.

“Some of the friends that I have today, I 
met on the Junior Fair Board a long, long 
time ago,” Wright said.

Junior Fair meetings begin in October 
the year before the fair, and run until Sep-
tember.

Rachel Hensley is a freelancer for the Troy Daily News and 
Piqua Daily Call.
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Learn more about our community support at UnityNationalBk.com

Learn more about our community support at UnityNationalBk.com

Pottery series to continue at fair
Local business creates newspapers’ mugs
By Melody Vallieu
mvallieu@aimmediamidwest.com

TROY — The Troy Daily News and 
Piqua Daily Call have partnered with 
a local business, Artistic Earth Pottery 
of Troy, to continue its pottery series 
giveaway during the 2018 Miami County 
Fair.

Subscribers who continue their sub-
scriptions for the coming year, along with 
new subscribers, will receive a coffee 
mug during the fair depicting the Buck-
eye leaf on a first-come, first-served basis.

Artistic Earth Pottery is owned and 
operated by Mark and Amy McGraw. The 
McGraws purchased the business several 
years ago after a birthday gift — a certifi-
cate for a pottery class — from Amy to 
Mark lead to them eventually purchasing 
the business.

The business offers classes for children, 
adults and groups. Pottery pieces created 
at the studio can range from decorative to 
practical, with some being strictly hand-
made and others using the wheel.

The limited-edition coffee mugs, made 
of speckled brown clay, are handmade 
and stand about 4 1/2 inches tall and 
hold 10-12 ounces of liquid, according to 
Amy McGraw. She said each mug also 

Provided photos
Artistic Pottery owners Mark and Amy McGraw. The handmade mugs, created by Artistic Earth 

Pottery of Troy, that will be given away to Troy 
Daily News and Piqua Daily Call subscribers during 
the 2018 Miami County Fair. There are a limited 
quantity of mugs and they will be given on a first-
come, first-served basis.

The mugs in production.
Mark McGraw works on the individually created 
coffee mugs.

PLAN A VISIT 

Artistic Earth Pottery
12 E. Canal St., Troy
To learn more, visit 
artisticearthpottery.com or search for 
Artistic Earth Pottery on Facebook.
To sign up for classes, contact 
937-839-2529 (CLAY) or 
artisticearthpottery@gmail.com.

will come adorned with its own Buckeye 
leaf design.

Each piece will be a little unique to 
the others, she said, and should mix well 
with past pieces created by a different 
vendor who is no longer in business.

“It should blend a little bit,” she said. 
“They are each unique pieces, they are 
not cookie-cutter images. We’re pretty 
happy with them. It was a compromise 
to try to honor what the paper had done 
in the past and our own design. And, we 
wanted it to be usable.”

AIM Media Regional Publisher Tom 
Hutson said he is pleased with the pieces 
that have been created and can’t wait for 
them to be shared with subscribers.

“We’re happy to not only continue the 
pottery series started many years ago, 
but to now partner with a local business 
for them to be created,” Hutson said. “We 

look forward to handing them out at the 
Miami County Fair to our loyal readers.”

Amy McGraw said this is the first 
large order the pottery studio has been 
awarded and they have enjoyed the learn-
ing curve.

“It was exciting for us to take this on,” 
she said. “We definitely found out how 
to manage working production as well as 
managing our classes and we received a 
lot of support from our regular custom-
ers.”

Since the newspapers’ order, Amy 
McGraw said they have received another 
production order from a local restaurant, 
and are excited to continue this extension 
of their business.

Amy McGraw also said they are so 
thankful for the chance to continue the 
newspapers’ pottery collection.

“We are extremely honored to get to do 
this,” she said. “I hope everyone appreci-
ates that they are getting a handmade 
item made locally.”



August 2018     15Troy Daily News • Piqua Daily Call 2018 MIAMI COUNTY FAIR

O
H

-7
00

65
60

5

ROOTED IN GENETICS, AGRONOMY & SERVICE
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Hard work is a given.
Seed performance 
should be, too.
Every American farmer works hard. As a Golden Harvest Seed Advisor™ I’m rooted  
in genetics, agronomy, and service to help you deliver a better performance in each  
of your fields. Your success is my success. Put me to work for you.
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Couser, 11, “Science Fund with Kitchen Chemistry”; 
Carley Combs, 12, “Scrapbooking, Junior First 
Year”; Jalin Cooper, 13, “Scrapbooking, Junior Sec-
ond Year; Megan Grube, 18, “Scrapbooking, Senior 
First Year”; Sierra Persinger, 18, “Scrapbooking, 
Senior Second Year”; Hannah Robinson, 10, “You 
Can Quilt”; Adelynn Rich, 11, “Science Fun with 
Physics”; Carter Edgington, 12, “Fun with Flight”; 
Bo Melton, 10, “Magic of Electricity”; Chet Snyder, 
9, “Science Fun with Electricity”; Deken Schmack-
ers, 13, “Not Just Knots; Zachary Smith, 14, “Crank 
It Up”; Lee Morrow, 8, “Tractor 1: Starting Up”; 
Luke Brunke, 12, “Tractor 2: Gearing Up”; Sam 
Sutherly, 14, “Tractor 4: Learning More”; Austin 
Shoemaker, 10, and Grant Blore, 12, “Measuring 
Up, Level 1”; Isaac Hess, 12, “Making the Cut, Level 
2”; Zachary Smith, 14, “Arcs and Sparks”; Addilynn 
Grove, 10, “Focus on Photography, Level 1”; Ashley 
Covault, 16, “Controlling the Image, Level 2”; Katie 
Robinson, 16, “Mastering Photography, Level 3”; 
Avery Woodruff, 10, “Get Started in Art, Junior”; 

Rachael Hodge, 17, “Get Started in Art, Senior”; 
Bailey Zimmerman, 8, “Explore the Outdoors”; Ade-
lynn Rich, 11, “Ohio Birds”; Logan Winemiller, 10, 
“Outdoor Adventure, Beginning Fishing”; Tristan 
Persinger, 16, “Safe Use of Guns”; Emma Sutherly, 
14, “Canning and Freezing”; Kyler Johnson, 9, “How 
Does Your Garden Grow”; Riley Blair, 11, “Grow 
Your Own Vegetables”; Justice Payne, 15, “Rifle, 
Senior”; Arianna Vannus, 12, “Archery, Junior”; 
Avery Hartman, 15 “Archery, Senior”; Alex Hartman, 
13, “Shotgun, Junior”; Zachary Smith, 14, “Shotgun, 
Senior”; Coleton Moore, 11, “Pistol, Junior”; Luke 
Vannus, 15, “Pistol, Senior”; Deken Schmackers, 13, 
“Hunting and Wildlife, Junior”

Deken Schmackers, 13, represented Miami County 
in the Junior Self-Determined project. Thomas 
Burkett, 17, represented Miami County in the Self 
Determined Senior project at the Ohio State Fair. 
Alicia Miller, 14, represented the county in the Paper 
Craft project at OSF.

Outstanding and Honorable Mention winners (as 
well as State Fair winners) will be announced at the 
Miami County Fair at 2 p.m. on Saturday, Aug. 11 
during the Project Pride Day Awards Ceremony in 
the Duke Lundgard building.

Pride
From page 3



2018 MIAMI COUNTY FAIR Troy Daily News • Piqua Daily Call16    August 2018

Which way to the cotton candy?

Enjoy one  

of America’s 

greatest events... 

the county fair!

www.edisonohio.edu/tour
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