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By Josh Brown
jbrown@aimmediamidwest.com

TROY — Change like 
the kind Paul Bremigan is 
trying to achieve doesn’t 
happen overnight.

So as the long-time 
Russia coach enters his 
third season with the 
Troy boys basketball 
team — with a roster full 
of veteran players that 
have come to know what 
is expected of them, as 
well as a talented group 
of younger players ready 
to shake up the status quo 
— it will be interesting to 
see how far the Trojans, 
who have gone 8-15 and 
7-16 the past two sea-
sons, have come.

Bremigan coached 
31 seasons at Russia 
before coming to Troy, 
bringing with him 437 
wins, 11 sectional titles, 
five district titles and 
a regional title. But the 
last time the Trojans had 
a winning season was 
2011-12 when they went 
17-7, won a division title 
and reached the district 
final for a second straight 
season at the time. Since 
then, the team’s eight 
wins in Bremigan’s first 
year is the most Troy has 
enjoyed in a season.

“We’re trying to change 
the culture,” Bremigan 
said. “We’re trying to get 
kids to be more respon-
sible, more disciplined, 
be on time, and that’s the 
first step. That’s fallen 
hand-in-hand with being 
coachable, and I think that 

this group that we’ve got 
this year has been very 
coachable and has done a 
real nice job so far.”

The Trojans did finish 
the season stronger than 
it began, winning two of 
their last four games. But 
a disappointing one-point 
loss to Piqua in the regu-
lar season finale and a 
losing-from-ahead defeat 
at the hands of Fairborn 
in the team’s first postsea-
son game took some of 
the shine off of the finish.

“Our ability to handle 
the ball hurt us last 
year,” Bremigan said. 
“We turned it over way 
too much. This year, our 
defense has to be bet-
ter and we have to take 
care of the ball if we’re 
going to win some games. 
That’s been a big focus 
for us this year.”

Troy also said good-
bye to five of its top six 
scorers from a year ago, 
including leading scorer 
Ryan McClurg, as well as 
fellow graduates Hayden 
Kotwica, Zion Taylor and 
Keenan Kinnel. But the 
Trojans return a trio of 
seniors this year that saw 
plenty of playing time last 
season in Zach Reichel-
derfer, Brenden Kinnel 
and Eli Palmer.

Reichelderfer will be 
the team’s leader inside, 
being the team’s leading 
rebounder (8.0 per game) 
and second-leading scorer 
(12.8 points per game) 
with seven double-doubles 
on the season. Palmer, 
a shooting guard, added 

3.4 points, 1.7 assists and 
1.2 steals per game, and 
Kinnel had 3.4 points and 
1.5 assists per game at the 
point while battling inju-
ries late in the season.

“Those three seniors will 
have played all three years 
for me,” Bremigan said. 
“They pretty much know 
what I expect and what I 
need for them to do for us. 
They’ve played a lot of var-
sity and have been through 
it all. But we’re going to be 
pretty young.”

The Trojans will have 
eight juniors and a pair 
of sophomores to help 
round out the lineup and 
add depth and versatility 
to the bench.

“We’ve got a real mix-
ture of kids that we can 
put out on the floor,” 
Bremigan said. “And the 
thing I like about this 
group is the competitive-
ness amongst them all, 
to see where they fit into 
the mix. How well they 
accept their role is a big 

key, though — if they 
have a hard time accept-
ing their role, it could 
lead to problems.”

In that junior class 
is 6-foot-6 post Adam 
Gates, who played a lot 
of JV and also saw some 
varsity time, 6-6 wing 
Chris DeMeo — who also 
boasts a strong outside 
shooting game — and 
Cole Brogan, who played 
in Troy’s tournament 
game. Also on varsity will 
be Jacob Martinez, a 6-3 
wing/post who was solid 
on JV last year, Caillou 
Monroe, a 6-1 wing that 
can rebound, another JV 
player in Sam Shaney-
felt who Bremigan said 
can make things happen 
when he’s on the floor, 
and Mike Carey, who is 
another guard and solid 
defender that may work 
his way into the mix.

The Trojans also have 
a pair of talented sopho-
mores in Brayden Siler 
and Austin Stanaford.

“Brayden played a lot 
this summer for us, and 
he’s a big-time competi-
tor,” Bremigan said. “We 
don’t have to worry about 
him leaving it all on the 
floor. He plays hard. And 
Austin is 6-1 and does a 
nice job on the boards, 
can play inside and out.

“Everyone brings some-
thing to the table. I don’t 
see much of a dropoff 
going to the bench — and 
that’s what we want. We 
want to make sure that 
when we go to the bench, 
we don’t see any dropoff.”

All of that will help the 
Trojans in the Greater 
Western Ohio Confer-
ence American North 
Division, where the team 
finished 4-11 and in last 
place last year.

“I think it’s going to 
be pretty balanced this 
year,” Bremigan said. 
“Sidney (last yea’s cham-
pion) is a little ahead 
of everybody else, but 
I think the other five 
teams will be pretty 
even. Sidney has the 
most returning, and I 
think a lot of teams lost 
a lot of scoring — and 
we did too. I think we’ve 
got between 20-27 points 
returning, so we’re going 
to have to find some 
people to put the ball 
in the hole for us. It’ll 
come down to execution 
on offense and working 
toward our strengths.”

And goal-wise, things 
don’t ever change for the 
Trojans.

“Every year, our goal 
is to win the GWOC 
North,” Bremigan said. 
“You always want to win 
your division. That’s the 
No. 1 goal. And we’d 
like to have a winning 
season. I think those are 
good goals for these guys. 
Those are two reachable 
goals, and then after that, 
we’ll sit down in the next 
week or so and come up 
with some more.”

Contact Josh Brown at 
(937) 552-2132, or follow 
@TroyDailySports on 
Twitter.

A mix of everything for Troy boys

Anthony Weber | Troy Daily News file
Troy’s Zach Reichelderfer goes in for a layup against Tippecanoe 
last season.

By Josh Brown
jbrown@aimmediamidwest.com

TROY — In Aaron John-
son first year as the Troy 
girls basketball coach, the 
team book-ended an 11-13 
season with a strong start 
and finish.

This year, the Trojans 
will be looking to flip some 
of those narrow losses in 
between.

Troy began last season 
on a three-game winning 
streak, only to go 5-10 
in Greater Western Ohio 
Conference American 
North Division play last 
season and finish next to 
last in the standings. But 
the Trojans claimed a nar-
row win over Piqua in the 
season finale and defeated 
Xenia to open tournament 
play before bowing out at 
the hands of Springboro 
— and with a mountain of 
experience players coming 
back from that team this 
season, the team is hoping 
to post its first winning 
season since 2012-13.

“As a coach, of course 
you think you should’ve 
won more games than we 
did,” Johnson said of his 
first season in charge. “I 

was very proud of them, 
and I thought we had a 
very successful season. 
Winning a tournament 
game and making it to 
the sectional final was a 
successful way to end the 
season. We played some 
good teams, and we played 
some good teams well. The 
biggest thing is that we got 
better as the season went 
along, and that’s what you 
want to see as a coach, that 
improvement.

“We started strong and 
that gave the girls some 
confidence, then we had 
some tough games and had 
kind of a lull, but the girls 
responded well at the end.”

The Trojans are bringing 
a lot back from that suc-
cessful team, too.

Returning to the lineup 
are all four of the team’s 
top scorers: seniors Alaura 
Holycross and Jordan 
Short, junior Kiyha Adkins 
and sophomore Tia Bass. 
Holycross had 8.7 points 
and 8.3 rebounds in the 
post, Adkins had 7.0 
points and 2.2 steals per 
game, Short had 6.4 points 
per game and provided a 
long-range threat and Bass 
had a solid freshman year 

with 5.1 points and 6.0 
rebounds per game.

“Alaura had a 
24-rebound game last year 
and is just a dominant 
post player that teams 
have to prepare for,” 
Johnson said. “Jordan is 
another senior, going to 
play the off-guard. She’s 
known for her 3-point 
shooting, but she’s added 
another dimension, being 
able to go off the dribble 
and score at the basket. 
And Tia, a 5-foot-10 post 
player, saw more and 
more varsity action as a 
freshman. That combo of 
Alaura and Tia in the post 
is one thing we’re going to 
count on.

“Kiyha, she is a quick 
spitfire. She makes plays 
defensively, and she makes 
plays offensively. She is 
tenacious defensively, and 
in the open floor I think 
she is one of the toughest 
players in the league to 
guard. We took advantage 
of that last year, and we 
plan on taking advantage 
of it this year. Her quick-
ness and speed are tough 
to guard.”

Another freshman that 
will see an expanded role 
this season is McKenna 
Taylor, who will play the 
point this year. She scored 
3.3 points per game last 
year.

“McKenna will be our 
starting point guard this 
year, and she can be elec-
tric,” Johnson said. “When 
she’s on, she is on. She 
can shoot the ball, her 
ballhanding has gotten 
so much better and she’s 

going to run our offense. 
Not only will she run the 
offense, but she’ll be count-
ed on to score.”

Junior Erica Innes and 
sophomore Laura Borch-
ers both played JV last 
season and will likely see 
varsity time this year, and 
senior Valena Robinson 
(1.3 points per game) and 
junior Lauren McGraw 
(2.3 points, 3.5 rebounds 
per game) both saw 
plenty of varsity time last 
year and can be expected 
to see more this season. 
And new to the team will 
be senior Dana Wynkoop, 
who will be a sharpshoot-
er and will help free up 
the post players with her 
outside shot.

“I think we have a good 
variety of skills,” Johnson 
said. “And being in the 
second year, there’s not 
as much time in practice 
spent implementing the 
offense. It’s a lot of fine 
tuning. The girls have a 
much better understanding 
of what we’re running and 
why we’re running it, and 
now they’re just starting 
to play the game of basket-
ball.”

And in the GWOC 
American North, the Tro-
jans will need to be ready 
to play every night.

“Tipp is the favorite, no 
question,” Johnson said 
of the defending division 
champion. “I think they’ve 
got the talent to make a 
run to Columbus, and win-
ning state isn’t a far-fetched 
goal for them. That’s a top-
tier team.

“I think Greenville is 

always scrappy, Butler is 
always solid, Sidney has a 
new coach and lost Celena 
Taborn but is always 
tough, and Piqua, well, it’s 
Troy-Piqua. It doesn’t mat-
ter what the records or sea-
son are. It’s always a dog-
fight. I don’t see too many 
gimmes on the schedule, 
and definitely not in the 
league. We’ve got to come 
out and play every night.”

But so long as the Tro-
jans follow their own rules, 
they should find the suc-
cess they’re after.

“We have some team 

rules. No. 1 is have fun, 
and No. 2 is play hard,” 
Johnson said. “If the girls 
go out on the floor and 
have fun, and they’re play-
ing hard, I think that’s an 
equation for success. The 
ball’s got to go through the 
hoop a couple times, too, 
of course, but I’m excited 
about the higher energy 
level and enthusiasm this 
season.”

Contact Josh Brown at 
(937) 552-2132, or follow 
@TroyDailySports on 
Twitter.

Trojan girls have equation for success

Anthony Weber | Troy Daily News file
Troy’s Alaura Holycross battles for a rebound during a game last 
season.

TROY
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By Josh Brown
jbrown@aimmediamidwest.com

TIPP CITY — New 
Tippecanoe boys basket-
ball coach Adam Toohey 
has coached a wide vari-
ety of sports.

This year, he decided it 
was time for a new chal-
lenge.

The first-time head var-
sity coach will take over 
a Red Devils team that 
went 11-13 last season in 
its first season as a mem-
ber of the Greater West-
ern Ohio Conference, 
finishing 6-9 and in the 
middle of the pack in the 
American North Division. 
But that’s just the kind 
of challenge that brought 
Toohey to Tippecanoe in 
the first place, and he’s 
hoping to instill a lasting 
sense of pride, not just on 
the court but in the com-
munity, as well.

“Our goal is to be so 
gelled together — we’re 
trying not to be ‘Tippeca-
noe basketball.’ We’re try-
ing to be the Tippecanoe 
brotherhood,” Toohey 
said. “There were some 
times in the fall where 
our players would ask 
‘when are we doing bas-
ketball stuff?’ We want 
it to be where 10 years 
from now, the guys are 
still talking to each other. 
And 20 years from now, 
they’re bringing their kids 
back. And 30 years from 
now, those kids are play-
ing for us.

“I’m not a big goals guy. 
They can misdirect you 
sometimes. Our goal is 
just to be our best and get 

better each day.”
Toohey began coach-

ing at age 20 in baseball, 
then he began coaching 
middle school basket-
ball at Mason. He then 
went to Monroe as a 
boys basketball assistant 
and JV coach for three 
years, then he coached 
girls with the Mason JV 
softball team for four 
years, as well as middle 
school football. The past 
three years, Toohey was 
a varsity boys basketball 
assistant at CHCA.

“It’s one of the things 
that made me want to be 
a head coach,” Toohey 
said. “There’s just a lot 
of different things and 
learning from a lot of dif-
ferent coaches. But when 
I went to Monroe, the 
year before they had won 
zero games. So seeing 
someone starting over 
and how they built a pro-
gram up, it was a really 
valuable experience. And 
I’ve been really blessed to 
have some great mentors 
— that I still call a lot — 
as I try to find my way as 
a first-time head coach.”

Tippecanoe began 
last season on a four-
game losing streak and 
dropped four of its last 
five to close out the year, 
but the Devils had some 
solid wins in between 
— including handing 
eventual American North 
champion Sidney one of 
its two division losses. 
The Devils also won a 
first-round tournament 
game before being upset 
by Springfield Shawnee 
in the sectional semifinal 

round.
“My wife and I chose 

Tipp for a lot of reasons, 
both because of basket-
ball and the community. 
But that was one of the 
things that drew me to 
Tippecanoe — I love that 
Tipp’s in the GWOC,” 
Toohey said. “It’s a good 
conference, and I think 
the North has some great 
teams. And the cupboard 
is definitely not bare 
coming in at Tipp. It just 
depends how quickly our 
guys can adjust to some 
changes and respond to 
some things we’re doing 
different than the past 
couple years — because 
these seniors have had 
two or three coaches.”

Tippecanoe has eight 
seniors on the roster — 
Caiden Smith, Josh Wil-
dermuth, Cade Gingrich, 
Dan Hagen, Zach Losey, 
Noah Bledsoe, Tyler 
Skaggs and Russ Ramsey.

“Russ and Zach haven’t 
played varsity since they 
were freshmen, and Dan 
is coming in from another 
school,” Toohey said. 
“But it helps you get bet-
ter at the lower levels, 
being able to rely on your 
seniors. And what’s been 
really good is that they 
all contribute, and none 
of them try to do too 
much. We need to share 
the load, and we’re going 
to play a lot of guys. And 
we’ve got a lot of different 
bodies — we’ve got tall, 
skinny guys, short guys, 
265-280-pound guys. And 
what’s great with that is 
we can adjust to what 
other teams have.”

The Devils also have 
some younger players 
that will contribute. 
Sophomore Ben Sauls 
had a solid freshman sea-
son and is a tough com-
petitor, and three juniors 
— Patrick Manes, Har-
rison Timmer and Jason 
Stevenson — will round 
out the 12-deep roster.

“Our goal is that if you 
need a sub, you earn the 
sub. Play hard enough to 
where you need a sub,” 
Toohey said.

When it comes to the 
American North, though, 
Toohey knows that he’ll 
need all of his Devils.

“When you look at the 
challenges there, Sidney’s 
got a guy that can go 
anywhere he wants, and 
the other big guy is going 
to Toledo,” Toohey said. 
“They’ve got a lot back, 
and they are elite athletes 
and players. Butler just 
got Court Justice to trans-
fer from Miamisburg, and 
I think they’ll be a formi-
dable opponent. Piqua 
just seems to keep getting 
better, Greenville lost a 
lot but has a really great 
freshman that played a 
ton for them last year. 
And Troy, (Zach) Reichel-
derfer is really good, and 
their coach from Russia 
is legendary. I feel very 
humble just by the dif-
ferent resumes and what 
guys have done in our 
league.

“We just want to go out 
and compete. Kids rely 
on results for goals, but if 
we go play our best and 
someone throws a back-
wards, over-the-head shot 

to beat us, I think we’re 
okay with that. Our goal 
is just to get better every 
day.”

Contact Josh Brown at 
(937) 552-2132, or follow 
@TroyDailySports on 
Twitter.

Toohey takes over 
Tipp boys program

Anthony Weber | Troy Daily News file
Tippecanoe’s Ben Sauls (25) celebrates with the bench after 
hitting a 3 and forcing a timeout against Troy last season.

Anthony Weber | Troy Daily News file
Tippecanoe’s Noah Bledsoe battles a Troy player for a rebound 
during a game last season.

By Josh Brown
jbrown@aimmediamidwest.com

TIPP CITY — Last 
year was not supposed to 
be the Tippecanoe girls 
basketball team’s year — 
and yet the Red Devils 
still reached their second 
straight regional final.

This year? The possi-
bilities are limitless.

The Devils return four 
of last year’s five starters 
from a team that was one 
win away from a state 
tournament appearance, 
and with the addition of 
a state championship-
owning transfer from 
Arizona who has already 
committed to a Big 12 
college, Tippecanoe looks 
poised to make yet anoth-
er lengthy postseason 
run — perhaps one that 
will lead it all the way to 
Columbus.

The strength of Tippe-
canoe’s opening day 
lineup is a far cry from 
last season’s, when the 
Devils only had three 
players with any sig-
nificant amount of var-
sity experience. But the 
Devils proved to be quick 
studies and that experi-
ence was enough for the 
team to go 15-0 in its first 
season in the Greater 
Western Ohio Conference 
American North Division, 
finish 23-4 overall and 
end the season with a loss 
to Alter in the regional 
final for the second 
straight year.

“Last year was a bit 
of a surprise for us,” 
Tippecanoe coach Andy 
Holderman said. “Going 
into the season with only 

three returning players 
with varsity experience 
left a lot alone. But we 
just tried to get better 
each day, with each game, 
and we had some people 
step up, different people 
stepping up.

“Last year was kind 
of to get us prepared for 
this year since we were so 
young, so we were pretty 
surprised and excited. 
As we gained experience, 
the girls did a good job of 
playing together and get-
ting it done together, and 

it does leave you a lot of 
confidence going into this 
season. But again, that’s 
why you play the game of 
basketball. People aren’t 
going to roll over for us. 
We’ve still got to continue 
to work hard.”

That work begins with 
the core returning group.

Seniors Allison Mader, 
Claire Hinkle and Cali 
Stewart and junior Brooke 
Aselage all return from 
last season’s starting 
lineup. Mader was second 
in the GWOC American 

North in scoring with 14.7 
points per game, leading 
the Devils last year in the 
category while also adding 
4.1 rebounds, 3.0 steals 
and 2.0 assists per game. 
Stewart was the team’s 
third-leading scorer with 
10.1 points, 3.7 rebounds 
and 2.0 assists per game, 
Aselage averaged 6.9 
points per game as a 
sophomore and Hinkle 
averaged 2.8 points and 
2.1 assists per game.

And then there’s Mad-
die Frederick, a 6-foot-0 
senior guard who trans-
ferred from Hamilton 
High School in Chandler, 
Arizona. Frederick’s 
Huskies won the Arizona 
state championship her 
sophomore season, when 
she averaged 14.3 points, 
4.8 rebounds and 2.3 
assists per game. Last 
season as a junior, she 
averaged 15.9 points, 4.1 
rebounds, 2.4 assists and 
2.0 steals per game.

“She just signed to play 
Division I college basket-
ball at Iowa State,” Hold-
erman said. “She won a 
state championship her 
sophomore year, was first 
team all-state her sopho-
more and junior years. 
And she’s been doing 
great here. The kids have 
really taken to her.

“The offenses and 
things, that’s a slower pro-
cess getting to gel. We’re 
to the point where our 
whole mentality is that 
we want to leave the floor 
better as a group than 
when we came onto it. 
Everybody is embracing 
her and stepping up and 
doing their part to help 

make the transition easy, 
and she’s a quick learner 
and good teammate.”

The Devils have depth 
as well, though. Seniors 
Chloe Schretzman and 
Hailee Varvel and sopho-
more Kendall Clodfelter 
both saw plenty of varsity 
playing time last season 
and add to the already-
experienced lineup.

“We have a couple 
kids that had really good 
offseasons,” Holderman 
said. “Kendall had a good 
offseason on the AAU cir-
cuit, X. And we hope our 
seniors, we can get some 
minutes out of them, 
whether it’s coming in 
defensively or offensively 
to change things around 
a little bit. We have six 
seniors, and we’re going 
to rely on our experience 
to help get our younger 
people ready.

“Practices are intense 
right now, which is fun. 
We’re leaving all spots 
open right now for the 
taking, so it makes 
competition at practice 
fantastic. That’s our men-
tality — we’re out there 
trying to make each other 
better.”

The Devils dominated 

the GWOC American 
North in their first season 
in the conference, and 
there’s no cause to doubt 
they won’t again. But 
Tippecanoe knows about 
the hype surrounding the 
team — it’s just trying not 
to pay any attention to it.

“We had a good run 
there,” Holderman said. 
“It’s nice playing the 
bigger schools (in the 
GWOC) than we had 
in the Central Buckeye 
Conference (the Devils’ 
conference before last 
season). We’re looking for-
ward to the GWOC part 
of the schedule, as well as 
the non-league part.

“There’s a lot of talk 
and a lot of hype going on 
that we don’t necessarily 
want to hear right now. 
We’re focused, and I’ve 
told the girls we just need 
to focus on us and the 
task at hand, which is get-
ting ourselves better each 
and every day. After that, 
whatever happens hap-
pens. But we’re definitely 
excited for the season.”

Contact Josh Brown at 
(937) 552-2132, or follow 
@TroyDailySports on 
Twitter.

The sky’s the limit for Red Devil girls

Anthony Weber | Troy Daily News file
Tippecanoe’s Allison Mader battles a pair of Troy players for a 
rebound during a game last season.

TIPPECANOE
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By David Fong
dfong@aimmediamidwest.com

CASSTOWN — It 
didn’t take Allen Mack 
long to count up how 
much varsity experience 
he had returning last 
season.

After all, it doesn’t 
take long to get to the 
number one.

One season after 
returning just one varsity 
letterwinner, however, 
the Miami East boys 
basketball team has com-
pletely flipped the script, 
returning 12 players with 
varsity experience this 
season.

“We’ve definitely got 
a lot of depth return-
ing,” Mack said. “It’s 
the complete opposite 
of the year before, when 
we had just Logan West 
returning with varsity 
experience. We certainly 
are going to miss him 
— he scored 492 points 
his senior season and 
averaged 20.5 points and 
10.4 rebounds per game. 
But we are excited to 
return 12 players who 
got game experience last 
year.

“We hope that experi-
ence and depth pays 
off this year. We’ve got 
pretty good quickness. 
We look to be more of a 
pressing team and use 
all 94-feet of the court — 
last year we were looking 
to grind it out and were 
more of a halfcourt-ori-
ented team. I think you’ll 
probably also see the 
points distributed a little 
more evenly.”

In the backcourt for 
the Vikings will be junior 
Parker Heim and senior 
Dylan Hahn.

“Parker Heim came 
in last year and had a 

great game after Austin 
Rutledge got hurt in our 
upset win over Stivers 
last year,” Mack said. 
“Dylan Hahn handled a 
lot of our ball-handling 
duties last year.”

At the wings will be 
junior Justin Brown and 
senior Dalton Taynor.

“Justin Brown is a 
returning starter and a 
great all-around athlete,” 
Mack said. “He’s a three-
sport athlete and one of 
the fastest kids in our 
school. Dalton Taynor is 
another three-sport ath-
lete — he plays soccer, 
instead of football like 
Justin — who also has 
a lot of quickness and 
athleticism. He led the 
team in 3-point field goal 
percentage last season.”

Starting in the post 
for the Vikings will be 

seniors Austin Rutledge 
and Austin Kearns.

“Austin Rutledge 
started at point guard 
from most of the year 
last season,” Mack said. 
“He’ll move inside to 
the four-spot this year. 
A lot of NBA teams are 
using the four as more 
of an inside-outside 
threat — we are hoping 
we can do that with him 
this year. He can play 
forward and guard. Aus-
tin Kearns is a return-
ing starter from last 
season. He’s a strong 
post player.”

Also seeing playing 
time for the Vikings this 
season will be junior post 
Ian Gengler, junior guard 
Colt Frazier, junior guard 
Wesley Sutherly, senior 
post Jack Runner, junior 
post Will Hudson II and 

sophomore post Brendon 
Bertsch.

“Jack Runner is a good 
outside shooter; he’s got 
a nice touch from the 
perimeter,” Mack said. 
“Will Hudson is another 
player with a good touch 
from the perimeter, but 
is also powerful inside. 
Ian Gengler is a strong 
kid and an excellent out-
side shooter. Those three 
guys will allow us spread 
the floor a little more. 
Colt Frazier and Wesley 
Sutherly are both good 
shooters.

“With so many guys 
returning with experi-

ence, we are going to 
rely on our depth. We’ll 
look to spread things 
around more — we won’t 
rely as much on one guy 
like Logan West or A.J. 
Hickman or Damien 
Mackesy the way we 
have in the recent past. 
We want to get as many 
guys as we can involved 
in the scoring. The kids 
are working hard and we 
are looking forward to 
the season.”

Contact David Fong at 
dfong@aimmediamid-
west.com; follow him on 
Twitter @thefong

East boys will rely on depth, experience
Twelve letterwinners return

Anthony Weber | Troy Daily News file
Parker Heim (right) returns at guard for the Miami East boys basketball team.

By David Fong
dfong@aimmediamidwest.com

CASSTOWN — The 
Miami East girls bas-
ketball team was gassed 
up and ready to go last 
season.

All of that changed in 
the blink of an eye, how-
ever, when sophomore 
point guard Morgan 
Haney suffered a season-
ending injury shortly 
before the Vikings’ first 
game.

Haney is back and at 
100 percent this sea-
son — and “injury” has 
become a dirty word in 
Casstown.

“Don’t say that,” East 
girls basketball coach 
Bruce Vanover said. “It’s 
something we don’t even 
talk about around here.”

It’s hard to overes-
timate the impact los-
ing Haney had on the 
Vikings, who still man-
aged to go 13-12 and 
reach the Division III 
sectional title game with-
out her. As a freshman, 
Haney scored 15.4 points 
and dished out 4.0 assists 
per game. She also set 
the school record for field 
goals in a single season 
with 154.

Vanover said her 
expected return, how-
ever, will go beyond just 
how many points she 
scores.

“I think Morgan makes 
the other players around 
her better,” he said. 
“And I don’t say that 
to be disrespectful the 
other girls on the team. 
But Morgan is the type 
of player you may get 
to coach once or twice 
in your entire career. 
Last year, for example, 
Haley Howard saw a lot 
of double-teams. That’s 
probably not going to 
happen this year with 
Morgan back. And if 
teams are going to focus 
on Morgan, that’s going 
to free things up for the 
other girls on the team.

“It’s not just Morgan’s 
scoring that’s going to 
make us a better team, 
but also her passing abil-
ity. She’ll get her points, 
but the other girls will 
also get more points 
because of her ability to 
get them the ball.”

Of course, Haney is just 
one part of what will be a 
Vikings team loaded with 
experience.

Joining Haney in the 
backcourt will be senior 
Bailey Miller. They’ll be 
backed up by sophomore 
Gabrielle Hawkins, who 
ran the point guard in 
place of Haney as a fresh-
man last season.

“Bailey Miller is a 
four-year letterwinner 
who was one of our lead-
ing scorers last season,” 

Vanover said. “It’s going 
to be nice having her 
and Morgan in the back-
court together. Then 
we’ve also got Gabrielle 
Hawkins, who had to 
take over at point guard 
last season as a fresh-
man and led us to the 
sectional finals. So we 
feel pretty good about 
things back there.”

At the wing will be 
senior Kaitlyn Mack, 
daughter of Miami East 
boys coach Allen Mack. 
Junior Maria Staton also 
could see time there.

“Kaitlyn Mack is a 
kid who goes non-stop,” 
Vanover said. “She plays 
great defense and deflects 
a lot of balls. She’s really 
active and has a good 
basketball upbringing. 
After she was born, she 
was probably in a gym a 
few days after she got out 
of the hospital. Maria Sta-
ton is a nice player who is 
more of a three, but could 
also rotate in at the two if 
we need her.”

Sophomore Camryn 
Miller will play power for-
ward for the Vikings.

“She’s another one who 
saw some varsity time 
as a freshman,” Vanover 
said. “She’s got a nice 
inside-outside game. She 
can post up and is good 
around the bucket, but 
she can also shoot the 
3-pointer. She’s almost 
like having a fourth guard 
out there.”

Returning in the post 
will be the 6-foot-1 senior 
Howard, another four-
year varsity letterwinner. 

She already holds the 
school’s career record for 
blocked shots and has the 
first- and second-highest 
single-season rebound-
ing totals. Backing her 
up will be senior Mikayla 
Schaffner.

“Haley Howard has 
kind of quietly set some 
pretty impressive school 
records,” Vanover said. 
“She broke the school 
record for rebounds in 
a career set by Carrie 
Chivington — and you 
know what kind of player 
she was. If Haley has the 
kind of season we expect 
her to, she should also 
become the school’s all-
time leading rebounder. 
That also puts her in 
some pretty impressive 
company. Mikayla is a 
move-in from Piqua who 
played volleyball in the 
fall and has fit right in 
with our team. She’ll be a 
nice addition.”

Rounding out the ros-
ter for the Vikings will be 
sophomore guard Emily 
Adkins, senior guard 
Anna Jacomet and junior 
post Whitley Gross.

“We’ve got great 
depth,” Vanover said. “We 
are excited. This is a fun 
group to be around. They 
play well together and 
they get along. We’ve got 
a lot of experience, obvi-
ously, and we are hoping 
that pays off for us this 
season.”

Contact David Fong at 
dfong@aimmediamid-
west.com; follow him on 
Twitter @thefong

East girls are healthy, ready to run
Star guard Haney 
returns from injury

Anthony Weber | Troy Daily News file
After missing all of last season with an injury, point guard Morgan 
Haney returns for Miam East this season.

Anthony Weber | Troy Daily News file
Austin Kearns (left) looks to put up a shot last season.

Anthony Weber | Troy Daily News file
Justin Brown returns to the 
Miami East boys basketball 
team this season.

MIAMI EAST
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By Josh Brown
jbrown@aimmediamidwest.com

WEST MILTON — 
The Milton-Union boys 
basketball team has had 
three coaches in the past 
two seasons.

That averages out to 
two victories per coach 
for the Bulldogs — some-
thing they’re aiming to 
change this season.

After back-to-back 3-20 
seasons, Milton-Union 
welcomes first-time head 
coach Mitch Westerheide 
to turn around a Bulldog 
basketball program that 
has been able to compete 
the majority of the time 
but simply hasn’t been 
able to put the check-
marks in the “win” col-
umn. And so far, he has 
liked what he’s seen from 
his new players.

“All the kids have been 
putting out hard work, 
and they’re soaking up 
everything we’ve been 
preaching to them,” 
Westerheide said. “That’s 
all we can ask of them 
right now.”

Westerheide, a Fort 
Loramie graduate, has 
four years of coaching 
experience. After graduat-
ing from Capital Univer-
sity, where he played for 
four years, he jumped in 
a Fort Loramie’s fresh-
man coach, coached two 
years of JV basketball at 
Graham and then was an 
assistant coach last sea-
son for Edison State.

“I was mainly in 
charge of the defense, 
and we set a couple 
school records there,” 
Westerheide said. “I’ve 
been pretty lucky to be 
under the tutelage of 
some highly-respected 
coaches throughout my 
tenure, and I still stay 

in contact with my high 
school head coach, who 
is actually coaching at 
High Point University 
right now, as well as my 
Capital coach. They’ve 
been a tremendous help 
so far.”

And when Milton-
Union asked if he was 
interested in coaching the 
Bulldogs, Westerheide 
saw some things he liked.

“I know a few people 
from Milton, and when 
I first got approached, 
they seemed to be suc-
cessful in every other 
sport. So I knew there 
were athletes there,” 
Westerheide said. “They 
were just coming off of 
back-to-back playoff years 
in football, the baseball 
team had one of its best 
years and the boys soccer 
team had its best year. 
That’s what intrigued 
me. Winning breeds 
winning, and I definitely 
think that’s a positive for 
the kids.”

The Bulldogs also bring 
back experience on the 
basketball court.

Milton-Union boasts 
seven seniors this year, 
as well as four of its 
top five scorers from a 
season ago. Leading the 
way there is junior point 
guard William Morris, 
who led the Bulldogs 
with 8.6 points per game 
last year. Also back is 
senior Daniel Albaugh 
(6.8 points, 6.1 rebounds 
per game), senior Blake 
Ullery (4.7 points, 2.5 
rebounds per game) and 
junior Caleb Wintrow 
(4.2 points per game).

“This will be Daniel’s 
third year on varsity. And 
Blake is another senior, a 
big, that we’re expecting 
big things from,” Wester-
heide said. “We’re also 

returning our point guard, 
William, who was our lead-
ing scorer as a sophomore 
last year. And we’ve also 
got a 6-foot-4 swing player, 
Caleb Wintrow, who we’re 
expecting to make a big 
impact on the offensive 
end for us. He started out 
on JV last year, and as 
soon as he caught up to the 
speed of the varsity game, 
you could see those flashes 
out of him.”

Milton-Union will also 
be expecting more out of 
sophomore A.J. Lovin, 
who saw playing time as 
a freshman and averaged 
3.1 points per game. And 
fellow sophomore Nathan 
Brumbaugh will join the 
team and add size and 
defensive ability.

“A.J. was on varsity 
most of the year but was 
only a freshman, so we’re 
expecting a big jump 
from him,” Westerheide 
said. “He’s got a good 
feel from the game and 
can attack the basket and 
finish, so we’re expecting 
him to get into the mix. 
And Nathan is probably 
our best on-ball defender, 
and he uses his strength 
and quickness to cause 
havoc for 94 feet.”

And with Westerheide’s 
experience coaching Edi-
son State’s defense last 
season, that will be a focal 
point for the Bulldogs.

“Oh, absolutely,” 
Westerheide said. “We 
are instilling an aggres-
sive man-to-man defense. 
We want to put pressure 
on the opposing team for 
32 minutes. That’s part 
of the culture change that 
we’re really preaching to 
these guys.

“We’re also preaching 
to be positive. These guys 
have gone through a lot in 
the last few years. That’s 

a lot to be thrown at 
16-17-year old kids. One 
big thing is that they need 
to realize how good they 
are. When there’s a lot of 
change, sometimes the 
confidence can be lack-
ing a little bit. I really do 
think we have some talent 
— now we need the kids 
believing that, as well.”

And in the Southwest-

ern Buckeye League 
Buckeye Division, confi-
dence will be important 
with the high level of 
competition.

“It’s going to be tough,” 
Westerheide said. “We’ve 
watched some film, and 
a few schools have some 
kids coming back. The 
Player of the Year is com-
ing back from Carlisle, 

Preble Shawnee has quite 
a few people coming back. 
The SWBL has a strong 
reputation, and we’re just 
hoping we can leave our 
impact on it this year and 
in the years to come.”

Contact Josh Brown at 
(937) 552-2132, or follow 
@TroyDailySports on 
Twitter.

Bulldogs trying 
to change culture

Anthony Weber | Troy Daily News file
Milton-Union’s Will Morris, the team’s leading scorer last year, returns to lead the Bulldogs again this season.

Anthony Weber | Troy Daily News file
Milton-Union’s Daniel Albaugh 
goes in for a layup during a 
game last season.

Anthony Weber | Troy Daily News file
Milton-Union’s Blake Ullery 
goes in for a layup during a 
game last season.

Anthony Weber | Troy Daily News file
Milton-Union’s A.J. Lovin passes 
the ball during a game last 
season.

By Josh Brown
jbrown@aimmediamidwest.com

WEST MILTON — The 
Milton-Union’s girls bas-
ketball team was on the 
cusp of greatness a season 
ago.

Now, with their lead-
ing scorer back but a big 
group of role players gone, 
the Bulldogs hope to be 
right there again — and 
maybe get over the hump.

Milton-Union finished 
last year in second place 
in the Southwestern 
Buckeye League Buckeye 
Division, one game behind 
champion Waynesville, 
and rode a seven-game 
winning streak into the 
postseason only to fall in a 
close game to Anna in its 
tournament opener. This 
year, the Bulldogs want to 
compete for that elusive 
league title again, as well 
as make it past the first 
round of the playoffs.

“(Our goals are to) con-
tend for a league title and 
advance in tournament 
play,” said Katie Roose, 
who will be entering her 
fifth season as the Bull-
dogs’ coach.

Waynesville — which 
finished 22-2 last year 
and 11-1 in division play, 
with its only regular sea-
son defeat coming at the 
hands of the Bulldogs — 
looks to be the odds-on 
favorite again this season, 
but it’s difficult to count 
the Bulldogs out. Last 
year, only an early-season 
loss on the road at Middle-

town Madison cost Mil-
ton-Union a share of the 
title as it finished the year 
17-6 and 10-2 in the Buck-
eye Division, splitting the 
two head-to-head match-
ups against the eventual 
champion Spartans.

“Waynesville is the obvi-
ous favorite this season 
after winning the league 
title last season and not 
losing too many seniors,” 
Roose said. “Preble Shaw-

nee and Madison will also 
be tough in league play 
this year. Preble Shawnee, 
Madison and us should 
control our own destiny 
in what order we finish — 
but we want to compete 
for that title.”

Waynesville’s only divi-
sion loss was to the Bull-
dogs, when they came into 
that game previously unde-
feated at 16-0 — a 43-40 
Milton-Union victory. That 

was the second of the Bull-
dogs’ seven consecutive 
wins to close the regular 
season — but the team ran 
into the always-tough Anna 
Rockets in the first round 
of the tournament, falling 
44-40 to end the tourna-
ment run before it began.

The Bulldogs said good-
bye to a number of key 
players, though, graduat-
ing Maddie Brown, Taylor 
Jacobs, Liz Renner and 
Bri Stone. Brown was 
the team’s second-leading 
scorer and a 3-point 
threat, Jacobs was the 
third-leading scorer and 
did a bit of everything 
else, Renner was a shot-
blocking force inside and 
Stone added strength and 
toughness in the post.

Easing the burden of 
those losses, though, is 
the return of junior point 
guard Kristen Dicki-
son. Dickison was the 
Bulldogs’ leading scorer 
last season and was the 
second-leading scorer in 
the SWBL Buckeye Divi-
sion with 14.04 points 
per game. She also led the 
team in assists with 4.05 
per game — third in the 
Buckeye — and had 4.55 
rebounds, a steal and a 
block per game.

“Kristen continues to 
fine-tune her skills as a 
point guard,” Roose said. 
“She brings an explosive-
ness and an ability to cre-
ate offense for her team. 
She bears the weight of 
both handling the basket-
ball and leading her team 

offensively with poise.”
In that tournament loss 

to Anna last season, Dicki-
son had 26 points — not 
even a season high for 
her, which was 28 — and 
went 7 for 10 from 3-point 
range to give the Bulldogs 
a fighting chance.

Also returning is senior 
forward Beyonce Bobbitt 
and junior center Olivia 
Brown, both of whom 
saw plenty of action last 
season. Bobbitt was the 
fourth-leading scorer with 
4.5 points per game and 
added 3.5 rebounds per 
game, while Brown was 
fourth on the team in scor-
ing with 4.1 points and 
added 4.8 rebounds per 
game.

“Beyonce will provide 
a spark with her athleti-
cism both offensively and 
defensively to pick up the 
pace of the game when 
the team needs it,” Roose 
said. “Olivia brings varsity 
experience to the table 
and continues to master 
her craft in the post. She 
has really been working 
hard on continuing to 

develop her post moves so 
that she can help alleviate 
some of the scoring pres-
sure that Kristen has on 
her shoulders.”

The Bulldogs also have a 
pair of newcomers that will 
look for ways to contribute 
in junior guard Annika 
Hutchinson and freshman 
forward Jayla Gentry.

“Annika is a natural 
shooter who has the abil-
ity to knock down shots 
from beyond the arc or 
take it off the dribble 
when needed,” Roose 
said. “Jayla is a freshman 
who is new to our pro-
gram, moving into our dis-
trict from Tecumseh last 
spring. I am excited to see 
her grow as a basketball 
player and to see her uti-
lize her basketball sense to 
help our team offensively.”

Milton-Union opens the 
season Nov. 30 in SWBL 
Buckeye play at Preble 
Shawnee.

Contact Josh Brown at 
(937) 552-2132, or follow 
@TroyDailySports on 
Twitter.

Milton girls look to get over hump

Anthony Weber | Troy Daily News file
Milton-Union’s Kristen Dickison defends a fast break attempt 
by Newton’s Tatum McBride last season. Dickison, the Bulldogs’ 
leading scorer last year, returns as a key component for Milton-
Union again this season.

MIlTON-UNION
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By Josh Brown
jbrown@aimmediamidwest.com

TROY — After its string of five 
straight Metro Buckeye Conference 
titles was snapped in the 2015-16 
season, the Troy Christian boys 
basketball team missed recapturing 
a share of the crown by the small-
est of margins last season.

“Last year, we were really, really 
close to winning the league,” Troy 
Christian coach Ray Zawadzki 
said. “We lost on the road at 
Legacy Christian by one point. We 
had 27 turnovers in that game, and 
we still missed a shot at the buzzer 
to win it. We really should have 
won that game — but that’s what 
I’m hoping will be the difference 
between last year and this year. 
When it comes down to the clutch 
play that needs to be made, that 
our seniors will be able to perform, 
step up and make that big play.”

Troy Christian finished last 
season 17-8, 10-2 in MBC play 
— missing tying 11-1 champion 
Dayton Christian for a share of the 
title by that one point. The Eagles 
payed Legacy Christian back in the 
postseason, though, advancing all 
the way to the sectional champion-
ship before bowing out. And with 
six seniors returning to the team 
— including the reigning MBC 
Player of the Year — the Eagles are 
looking to make another push for 
the title.

“We have six seniors total, so 
when we get down to crunch time 
and need big plays, we’ve got a lot 
of people that can make big plays 
for us this year,” Zawadzki said.

The Eagles’ strength begins with 
James Anderson, a 6-foot-9 forward 
that can do it all. The aforemen-
tioned MBC Player of the Year last 
season, Anderson led the league in 
points (19.6), rebounds (11.8) and 
blocked shots (1.8) per game, post-
ing double-doubles in 19 of Troy 
Christian’s games.

“Everything is going to start with 
him,” Zawadzki said. “We’re going to 
work from the inside out as a team. 
And the good thing is that our entire 
team has bought into that. They 
understand the value of James being 
on the basketball floor and what 
it forces defenses to do. The more 
touches that James gets, the more 
open shots the rest of them will get.

“When you’re 6-9, have good 
footwork, this is your third year on 
varsity — we expect a lot out of 
James. And it’s not necessarily that 
he has to score more. He has to 
lead on the defensive end, he has 
to lead with emotion and energy 
and just lead with good decisions.”

Also returning is the team’s sec-
ond leading scorer in senior Ben 
Schenk, who had a solid season with 
9.3 points and 3.7 assists per game. 
More will be asked this season of 
he and fellow returning seniors Colt 
Tanner and Cameron Strine.

“The neat thing about Ben is 
he’s able to shoot the ball well, 
so it forces the defense to pick a 
poison,” Zawadzki said. “Are you 
going to give Ben wide open shots, 
or are you going to allow the ball 
into the post? Ben has worked 
really hard on his game and his 
shooting, and I expect another big 
season for him.

“Colt and Cameron are both 
returners on varsity, and I don’t 
know if I’ve ever had two seniors 
that had a better summer than those 
two did. The improvement that they 
made over the summer is probably 
one of the biggest leaps I’ve ever 
experienced from junior to senior 
year. I’m really excited to watch 
them excel, and where they excel 
is in so many different areas. They 
were just making plays all summer, 
and I believe that when you put the 
time and the work in, it will trans-
late into the upcoming season.”

Senior Trent Huelskamp will 
give the team an outside sharp-

shooter, hitting seven 3s in a 
JV game last year, and senior 
Nathan Scott brings athleticism 
and intelligence to the team. And 
three juniors — Connor Case and 
Jackson Kremer, who saw limited 
varsity minutes last year, and new-
comer Chace Varvel — will help 
add depth to the roster.

“Jackson is 6-5 and is really going 
to be important to us rebounding 
on the back side, getting easy buck-
ets when they double-team James 
and also taking some of the stress 
off of James to get every rebound,” 
Zawadzki said. “We’re counting on 
consistency in 3-point shooting, 
free-throw shooting and decision 
making from Connor. If he can mas-
ter those, he’ll help our team get to 
another level. And Chace just keeps 
getting better every day. He hit six 
3s in our first scrimmage. He’s get-
ting better each practice, and his 
potential is unlimited.”

But if the Eagles want to get to 
the top of the MBC again, they 
know it’s going to be a tough road 
— even with all their firepower.

“It’s not going to be easy,” 
Zawadzki said. “Out of the 15 
all-league members, 14 of them 
return. So every school in our 
league has talent. But I like that. 
I like that every league game is 
going to be a battle. There are no 
cupcakes on our schedule. You 
have to come prepared, you have to 
come with a consistent effort, and 
you have to execute every night 
out. If everything hits right, this 
group can be very special.”

That raised level of competition 
will be important come postseason 
time, too, as the Eagles make the 
step up to Division III after the 
OHSAA’s competitive balance 
realignment in the offseason.

“This will be the first time Troy 
Christian has ever been D-III,” 
Zawadzki said. “It’s kind of rejuve-
nated our coaching staff and given us 
some excitement. We’re in a whole 
new bracket now. And we’ve never 
been in a super bracket, where you 
can choose to go anywhere. It’s going 
to be a different challenge for us, but 
I think our schedule will help prepare 
us for the tournament.”

Contact Josh Brown at (937) 
552-2132, or follow @TroyDailyS-
ports on Twitter.

TC boys look to reclaim MBC crown

Anthony Weber | Troy Daily News file
Troy Christian’s James Anderson works for a shot in the post 
during a game last season.

Anthony Weber | Troy Daily News file
Troy Christian’s Ben Schenk drives in for a layup during a game 
last season.

Anthony Weber | Troy Daily News file
Troy Christian’s Cameron Strine pulls up for 
a jumper during a game last season.

By Josh Brown
jbrown@aimmediamidwest.com

TROY — In Tony Fer-
raro’s first season as the 
team’s coach, the Troy 
Christian girls basketball 
team won its first post-
season game in at least a 
decade.

Even given the success, 
Ferraro was very clear that 
it was only the beginning.

“It was a stepping 
stone,” he said. “It was 
the first development in 
becoming a big-time com-
petitive program. I think 
we learned a great deal 
from losing in the section-
al final — where we were, 
and where we want to be 
at the start of this coming 
season.”

The Eagles finished last 
season 17-7, going 6-4 in 
Metro Buckeye Confer-
ence play and finishing 
third behind Miami Valley 
and Legacy Christian. But 
a one-point victory over 
Botkins in the sectional 
tournament — the team’s 
first postseason win since 
before 2007-08 — put 
them in the sectional final 
against eventual state 
semifinalist Jackson Cen-
ter, where their season 
came to an end.

“We won one tourna-
ment game and lost in 
the sectional final to 
Jackson Center, who 
went to state for the sec-
ond straight year,” Fer-
raro said. “But I think we 
used our fundamentals to 
get better throughout the 
season. Most of the girls 
grew basketball-wise and 
definitely improved their 
ball skills from the first 
day to the last day.”

And the Eagles have 
plenty of players coming 
back from that team, giv-
ing them a chance to take 
the next step forward.

“We have a number of 
kids returning, and we 
had a very good summer,” 
Ferraro said. “Through 
open gyms and such, we’ve 
become really good in the 
team aspect of basketball.”

Leading the returners 
is a trio of seniors: 6-foot 
senior Kathryn Lee, 5-10 
forward Lauryn Lavy and 
5-6 guard Cait Echols, as 
well as three juniors: 5-10 
guard Kenley Blake, 5-10 
forward Cara Salazar and 
5-9 forward Jalyn Forrer.

“Cara has real good ball 
skills, is a tremendous 
defensive player and can 
shoot the 3,” Ferraro said. 
“She’s also very unself-

ish. Lauryn is a dead-eye 
shooter and has really 
improved in her ball skills. 
She’s extremely coachable. 
Kenley is super athletic, 
extremely good and fast 
with the basketball and is 
what I would call a defen-
sive stopper.

“Kathryn is an excellent 
rebounder, pin-point shoot-
er and one of the leaders 
on the team. Cait is an 
extremely good defensive 
player that’s working on 
her ball-handling skills, and 
she’s a very good passer. 
Jalyn is a hard-nosed defen-
sive player, a very good 
passer and is improving on 
her shooting.”

Sarah Earhart is a 6-2 
sophomore forward looking 
to see expanded time this 
season. And a pair of fresh-
men — 5-7 guard Morgan 
Taylor and 5-5 guard Erin 
Schenk — will add more 
depth to the lineup.

“Sarah is extremely 
tall yet is able to play out 
on the wing, and she’s 
extremely good on fast 
breaks and is an excellent 
shooter,” Ferraro said. 
“And Morgan and Erin 
both opened my eyes dur-
ing summer basketball. 
They’ve successfully 
made the transition to 
varsity basketball even 
though they’re so young, 

and they both work really 
hard on their games. I see 
big futures for both.”

Troy Christian was 
third in the MBC last 
season, with Miami Val-
ley sweeping the league 
titles since the Eagles last 
won it in the 2012-13 sea-
son. And with everyone 
returning key players, it 
should be a balanced bat-
tle for the title this year.

“Most everybody has 
people back — but so 
do we,” Ferraro said. 
“We will not back down 
from a challenge. We’re 
extremely excited to 
compete in our league, 
and I think we should be 

in the upper half of it.
“We’re going to be a 

little more up-tempo this 
year. I believe we’ll be 
able to put more pressure 
on the ball defensively, 
and the girls have really 
bought into my system. 
I’m very blessed, because 
we have nine very unself-
ish players who also have 
very good basketball 
skills. My goal is to give 
them direction, and we 
should be a force by the 
second half of the year.”

Contact Josh Brown at 
(937) 552-2132, or follow 
@TroyDailySports on 
Twitter.

Eagles look to take next step

File photo courtesy Lee Woolery | Speedshot Photo
Troy Christian’s Kathryn Lee battles her way to the basket last 
season.

File photo courtesy Lee Woolery | Speedshot Photo
Troy Christian’s Cara Salazar passes the ball around a defender 
last season.

TROY CHRISTIAN
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By David Fong
dfong@aimmediamidwest.com

BRANDT — Most coaches 
temper their preseason goals in 
an effort not to let expectations 
get out of hand.

Brett Kopp is not one of 
those coaches.

After two straight trips to the 
Division III district finals — 
and two straight losses in those 
district title games — the Beth-
el boys basketball coach isn’t 
mincing words when it comes 
to his team’s preseason goals.

“After last season, we 
talked about wanting to win 
our league again, but we also 
brought up getting to regionals 
and having a chance to play for 
Columbus,” said Kopp, who 
enters his third season as head 
coach at his alma mater. “We’ve 
got a group of kids who relish 
that. They are not afraid of the 
big moments. They want to 
play in the biggest games.

“We’ve been to the district 
finals two years in a row, and 
now we are hoping we can take 
things two, three or four steps 
further. That’s our goal, and we 
aren’t afraid to say it. We want 
to win the (Cross Country Con-
ference), we want to win a dis-
trict title and we want a chance 
to play for the opportunity to 
go to state.”

Leading the way for the Bees 
will be senior guard Caleb 
South, who comes into his 
final season with 1,640-career 
points. Should be stay healthy, 
he likely will join Matt Witt 
as the only players in school 
history — and Miami County 

history — with 2,000 or more 
career points.

“There’s not much more to 
say about him — what you see 
is what you get,” Kopp said 
of South. “He works hard and 
plays physical. He can fill it up. 
He’s a very, very good defender. 
He played good defense as a 
sophomore and was even better 
as a junior. We expect a lot out 
of him, not just in terms of what 
he can do on the court, but also 
in terms of leadership and mak-
ing our program better.”

South will be joined in the 
backcourt by senior Ryan Rose 
and junior Kendal James. Like 
South, Rose is getting looks 
from a number of colleges, 
while James saw playing time 
last year as a sophomore on a 
talented Bethel team.

“Ryan is one of the best 
shooters in the county, if not 
the entire area,” Kopp said. 

“He can also get to the rim and 
is a good defender. He uses 
his body well. He’s a kid who 
just enjoys playing the game 
of basketball. At most other 
schools, Kendal would be a kid 
who scores 20 or 25 points a 
game. He can shoot. He’s also 
our best on-ball defender. He’s 
a 5-foot-9 kid who can dunk, 
which tells you what kind of 
athleticism he has.”

In the front court for the 
Bees will be 6-foot-3 senior 
Jacob Evans and 6-foot-8 senior 
Alex Van Haaren.

“Evans is going to be an 
important part of this team,” 
Kopp said. “Not only can he 
play basketball, but his leader-
ship skills are some of the best 
I’ve ever seen. He’s the kind of 
kid who always does the right 
things, all of the time. A lot of 
our kids look up to him. Van 
Haaren is a kid who has really 

filled out and has a chance to 
be a real presence for us in the 
post. Last year he struggled 
some because he wasn’t strong 
enough, but he’s a lot stronger 
this year. We are expecting big 
things out of him.”

Senior guard/forward Korry 
Hamlin, senior post Ben Law-
son and junior post player 
Jared Evans all should see plen-
ty of playing time for the Bees, 
as well. Sophomore guard Nick 
Schmidt, junior guard Micah 
Mutlu, junior guard Seann 
Russell and junior guard Jacob 
Ullmer will round out Bethel’s 
roster.

“Korry is a coach’s son, so 
he definitely knows what he is 
supposed to do,” Kopp said. 
“Plus, you know he’s one of the 
best cross country runners in 
school history, so you know 
conditioning is never going to 
be a problem for him. Ben Law-

son is a ‘glue guy.’ He knows 
his role and he’s going to do it. 
Jared Evans is a tough kid. He’s 
going to play tough defense 
when our other big guys get in 
foul trouble.”

In addition to making it dis-
tricts last year, Bethel also won 
the CCC, going undefeated in 
conference play.

“Those are our two big 
goals,” Kopp said. “We want to 
win the CCC again and get past 
districts.”

Contact David Fong at aim-
mediamidwest.com; follow him 
on Twitter @thefong

Bethel looks to take the next step
Winning 
district a top 
goal for Bees

Josh Brown | Troy Daily News file
Bethel’s Caleb South (left) drives the lane during a game last season.

Anthony Weber | Troy Daily News file
Bethel’s Jacob Evans (10) will be a 
team captain this season.

Anthony Weber | Troy Daily News file
Bethel’s Kendal James (5) drives to the 
basket last season.

By David Fong
dfong@aimmediamidwest.com

BRANDT — Corey 
Steinke is looking to 
change a few things in his 
first full year as the head 
girls basketball coach at 
Bethel.

He’d like to start with 
the culture.

“There have been some 
up and down times so far 
— I think the girls are still 
trying to figure me out a 
little bit,” Steinke said. “I 
don’t think they are used 
to my intensity. We want 
this to be a winning pro-
gram. We want our kids to 
put in the work necessary 
to make this a winning 
program. It’s been a pro-
gram that’s been down for 
a while now, and we are 
looking to change that.”

Steinke took over as 
interim head coach mid-
way through last season 
when the previous coach 
had to step aside due to 
health concerns. Prior 
to coming to Bethel as a 
junior varsity coach three 
years ago, he coached var-
sity for six years at Ponitz 
and won three-straight 
Dayton Public Schools 
junior high school titles.

At the point guard for 
the Bees this season will be 
freshman Mekanna Gray. 
Alaina Hawthorn — a 
6-foot-1 senior — obvi-
ously will spend a consid-
erable amount of time in 
the post but has the skills 
necessary to play either 
guard spot, as well. Seniors 
Kate Ellish and Maddie 
Callahan, along with fresh-
man Eve Barber also will 
see time at guard.

“Mekanna will be a 
pretty good player for us,” 
Steinke said. “She’s still got 
some growing up to do, but 

we think she’ll develop into 
a pretty good player. She’s 
looked good in our scrim-
mages. We’d love to play 
Alaina in the backcourt as 
much as we can — that’s 
where she’s going to end 
up playing in college any-
way — but we also need 
her in the post. She’s still 
going to spend a lot of time 
handling the ball for us. 
Kate and Maddie and Eve 
give us three good guards 
coming off the bench.”

At the small forward 
spot for the Bees will be 
freshman Lydia Lowery. 
Fellow freshman Sam 
Wiley also could play the 
three-spot for the Bees.

“Lydia was kind of a 
surprise for us,” Steinke 
said. “What got her to that 
spot was her hustle, her 
intensity and her willing-
ness to outwork anybody. 
Sam Wiley has an injury 
right now, but if she can 
get healthy, she could play 
there for us, as well.”

In the post for Bethel 

will be Hawthorn, senior 
Delaney Hardert and 
6-foot-1 junior Klaudia 
Lowery. Senior Mackenzie 
Elam could play post or 
wing for the Bees. Sopho-
more Ashley Newton could 
figure into the mix in the 
post, as well.

“Alaina can do every-
thing,” Steinke said. “She’s 
probably one of the best 
players in the area. She 
can dominate any game 
when she wants to. We are 
looking for her to put up 
huge numbers this year. 
Delaney and Klaudia are 
almost interchangeable at 
the four. We run a motion 
offense and our bigs have 
to play a lot of screen and 
rolls. Elam came back after 
a really bad shoulder injury 
forced her to miss her 
freshman and sophomore 
seasons. Ashley Newton 
could be a huge benefit for 
us coming off the bench. 
She’ll definitely see some 
varsity time this year.”

All told, Steinke said 

he’s looking forward to his 
first full season leading the 
Bees.

“We’re excited,” he said. 
“We want to come out and 
be competitive right away. 
We’ve got the kids working 
hard.”

Contact David Fong at 
dfong@aimmediamid-
west; follow him on Twit-
ter @thefong

Steinke takes over as Bethel girls head coach

Anthony Weber | Troy Daily News file
Alaina Hawthorn returns in the post for Bethel this season.

Anthony Weber | Troy Daily News file
Bethel’s Delaney Hardert controls the ball against Bradford last season.

MIlTON-UNION
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COVINGTON — After a 
12-12 season, the Covington 
boys basketball team must 
replace much of its scoring with 
the graduation of seniors Jayce 
Pond, Trevor Miller, Nathan 
Blei, Kenny Atkinson, Adam 
Lefeld and Tristin Sowers.

But Covington coach Matt 
Pond — entering his sixth 
season as coach — is excited 
about what lays in front of him.

Covington returns just two 
starters in 6-foot-4 senior Zach 
Parrett and 5-7 senior Jett 
Murphy.

Covington has three seniors 
who split time between JV and 
varsity last year in 6-0 Braden 
Miller, 5-11 Nathan Lyle and 
5-11 Bradley Wiggins.

Juniors moving up from 
a very successful JV team 
include 6-0 Tyler Fraley, 6-0 
Gray Harshbarger and 5-5 Chad 
Yohey.

Making the move up from 
the freshman team is Andrew 
Cates and rounding out the ros-
ter are Ryan Gengler and Nick 
Risner, two seniors who haven’t 
played in several years.

“We have big expectations of 
Zach (Parrett) and Jett (Mur-
phy), but truthfully we have 
big expectations from all those 
guys,” Pond said. “The kids 
from the JV jumped in from the 
start of offseason and showed 
it is going to be leadership by 
committee, and we are good 
with that. It is exciting to see 

how hard the kids have worked 
in the offseason. These seniors 
were in seventh grade when I 
took over, and it is exciting to 
see the way they have devel-
oped.”

While Pond has his team 
together earlier this season — 
because of Covington not being 
in the football playoffs — he 
would have preferred to see 
the Buccaneers make another 
playoff run.

“It is nice to have the kids 
(early), but not for the reason 
we have them (missing the 
playoffs),” Pond said. “I have 
always wanted any Bucc team 
in the fall to go as deep as 
they can in the tournament. I 
think success breeds success, 
and it leads to a successful 
winter. Not that the football 
team wasn’t successful — it 
was. They just didn’t make the 
playoffs.”

Pond said the scoring will 
take care of itself.

“We always have a balanced 
attack,” Pond said. “We like to 
spread it around, and this year 
will be no different.”

The Buccs will again mix 
things up at both ends of the 
floor.

“We want to take the break 
when it is there — and the sec-
ondary break,” Pond said. “But 
we will be running our motion 
offense, and sometimes that 
is difficult out of that offense. 
It comes down to how good 
a decision the kids make. We 
are going to have to play good 
defense.

“We are going to have to mix 
things up. I don’t think we will 
be in any one defense for very 
long. We are going to play man 
and zone. We are going to have 
to press some. Again it comes 
down to who we are playing. 
We are going to do what we 
think we have to do to win that 
game.”

Parrett is the only true post 
player on the roster, which is 
just fine with Pond.

“Zach (Parrett) is 6-4,” Pond 
said. “After that, we have a lot 
of guys all around 6-0, 6-1 and 
that is not necessarily a bad 
thing. We are going to have to 
execute well at both ends of 
the floor, and it gives us a lot 
of flexibility with our lineups 
and rotations. We have a lot of 
athletic ability.”

Covington will be tested 
early and often with its non-
conference schedule.

“Our non-conference sched-
ule is very good,” Pond said. 
“You look at teams like Ver-
sailles, Anna, Coldwater and 
New Bremen. There is the 
holiday tournament in Piqua. It 
is a very good non-conference 
schedule.”

And the Cross County Con-
ference games will be no dif-
ferent.

“I think there are a ton of 
good teams in the conference,” 
Pond said. “I have always felt 
this way about our conference. 
You have a lot of good coaches 
and very talented players. That 
leads to good teams.

“Bethel has a lot of kids back. 

Ansonia has almost everyone 
back. Arcanum has a lot of tal-
ent back. Miami East is always 
going to be tough, and teams 
like Twin Valley South and Tri-
Village are going to be in the 
mix every year. It is going to 
be another strong year in the 
conference.”

And it will prepare them 
for the Division IV sectional 
at Piqua, which, as usual, will 

feature some of the best teams 
in D-IV.

“I love the Piqua sectional,” 
Pond said. “There are so many 
good teams there.”

And Pond — as always — is 
excited to see what the season 
will hold for his Covington 
team.

Rob Kiser can be reached at 
(937) 451-3334.

Pond excited about young Covington team

Aim Media file photo
Covington’s Jett Murphy drives to the basket in a game last season.

By Rob Kiser
rkiser@aimmediamidwest.com

COVINGTON — At the 
very least, the Covington 
girls basketball team and 
second-year coach Jim 
Meyer are a lot more com-
fortable than they were a 
year ago at this time.

Meyer took over the 
program less than a month 
before the season started 
and led the Buccaneers to 
a 20-6 season and the Divi-
sion IV district finals

“The thing that has 
been helpful is the pro-
cess, getting to know the 
players, coaching style 
expectations, we don’t 
have to deal with any of 
that,” Meyer said. “Main-
ly, we have been working 
a lot on conditioning and 
getting up and down the 
floor. The biggest thing 
right now is we are not 
real deep. We are going to 
have a lot of kids play a lot 
of minutes.”

Covington lost Lexie 
Long, Justice Warner, 
Addison Metz, Allison 
Angle and Kara Schaffer to 
graduation.

But the Buccs return 
some key players led by 
5-foot-7 junior Samantha 
Whiteman, who led the 
Buccs in just about every 
statistical category.

Whiteman had more 
than 200 rebounds, more 
than 100 assists, 75 steals 
and averaged 18.1 points 
per game.

Her point total of 469 
last season is third all-time, 
behind Lynnette Roeth and 
Michelle Meyer.

“Sammi (Whiteman) 
is a really special player,” 
Meyer said. “It is not a 
secret anymore. She led us 
in scoring, rebounding and 
assists last year.The thing 
is she is one of the hardest 
working players I have ever 
been around. She is a gym 
rat. “

Jordan Crowell, a 5-4 
senior, had 68 steals a year 
ago despite missing five 
games at the end of the 
season with a torn ACL 
and averaged 10.4 points 
per game.

“Jordan (Crowell) is 
working on trusting her 
brace right now,” Meyer 
said. “I had that very same 
injury and the biggest 
thing is learning to trust 
the knee brace. Jordan and 
I have had that conversa-
tion. Because, if you don[t 
trust your brace, you can 
ended being a little tenta-
tive. She has played well in 
the early going.”

Tori Lyle, a 5-6 senior 
post, had 130 rebounds 
and 30 steals a year ago. 

The stat sheet doesn’t 
really reflect her contribu-
tions to the team.

“We play Tori inside, 
even though she is 5-6,” 
Meyer said. “She is so 
technically sound, she 
plays a lot bigger than she 
is. She just does so many 
things for us. She does 
a lot of things that don’t 
show up in the scoreboard. 
She does all the little 
things that are so impor-
tant.”

Two post players that 
return are 6-0 junior Lillian 
Hamilton and 5-11 junior 
Lauren Christian.

“Lauren (Christian) 
is very athletic and has 
the size to play inside,” 
Meyer said. “She is not 

afraid to get physical and 
set a pick in there. And 
she is capable of stepping 
out and hitting a jumper. 
Lillian (Hamilton) is one 
of the few rim protectors. 
Most of my post play-
ers have been a little bit 
shorter. She is capable of 
setting a pick or stepping 
out and hitting a jumper at 
any time.”

Makenzie Long, a 5-9 
sophomore, is the final 
returning letterwoman, 
who got some valuable 
experience in the postsea-
son a year ago.

”She has stepped in 
and played very well for 
us early on,” Meyer said. 
“She has good size for a 
guard and she is very good 

shooter. She can step out 
and hit the jumper.”

Morgan Lowe, a 5-5 
sophomore, and 5-8 sopho-
more Josie Crowell also 
figure to be in the rotation 
this year.

“Morgan (Lowe) has 
good quickness she is a 
good defender and aggres-
sive,” Meyer said. “ Josie 
(Crowell) is a post player, 
but she can also step out 
and hit three.”

Also splitting time 
between JV and varsity 
will be 5-7 junior Leah Pol-
ing, 5-2 sophomore Brenna 
Miller, 5-6 sophomore 
Morgan Kimmel and 5-7 
sophomore Haley Houshel.

“We only have 15 girls in 
the program total,” Meyer 
said. “So everybody should 
get good playing time on 
both teams.”

The Buccs will mix 
things up at both ends of 
the floor.

“We are going to do 
what is necessary to win 
the game,” Meyer said. 
“There are games where 
we are going to feel like 
we need to slow the game 
down.

“There are going to be 
games where we are going 
to want to push the ball. 
We are going to mix up our 
defenses. We are going to 
do whatever it takes to win 
the game.”

Meyer knows the oppo-
nents focus will be White-
man every night out.

“There is no question 
that teams are going to put 
a lot of pressure on Sammi 
(Whitman),” Meyer said. 
“So that will be a key (find-
ing other scorers). We also 
need to be able to create 
things for Sammi. To be 
able to do that, we need to 
run our offense.”

The Buccs will be tested 
early on when they travel 
to Division III state runner-
up Versailles.

“The non-conference 
schedule is pretty tough,” 
Meyer said. “We have D-I 
Troy, D-IIs Greenville and 
Springfield Shawnee, we 
play Versailles You have 
Milton-Union, who beat us 
last year. Hopefully by play-
ing these teams, we can 
get to where we can play at 
that level after seeing it.”

He expects the Cross 
County Conference to be 
equally challenging.

“I know Tri-Village lost 
three good players, but 
that is such a well-run 
program,” Meyer said. 
“You always have to look 
at them. Miami East has 
Morgan (Haney) back. 
They are going to be very 
good. You have Newton 
with Tatum McBride,

“Franklin Monroe had 
success last year with a 
strong group of freshman. 
Twin Valley South, Tri-
County North and National 
Trail are all teams that 
have everybody back. So, it 
is going to be a battle every 
night in the CCC.”

Meyer says last year 
motivated his team.

“I think they got a taste 
of that (the tournament 
run last year) and everyone 
was excited about that,” he 
said. “Of course, you would 
like to take the next step. 
But, that is such a tough 
sectional. It all comes 
down to your draw and 
how you play.”

The good news is the 
“getting to know you” pro-
cess is out of the way.

Rob Kiser can be 
reached at (937) 451-
3334.

Bucc girls look to build on last year’s success

Aim Media file photo
Sammi Whiteman is back for her junior season for Covington.
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By David Fong
dfong@aimmediamidwest.com

PLEASANT HILL — 
Newton athletic director 
Gavin Spitler did his due 
diligence in searching 
high and low for a new 
boys basketball coach.

In the end, however, 
Spitler found the best 
answer staring back at 
him when he looked in 
the mirror.

“The big thing the 
administration wanted 
was to make sure we had 
consistency within the 
program,” said Spitler, a 
standout player at New-
ton who will take over as 
head coach this winter. 
“They wanted someone 
who was going to be here 
and be able to put the 
time in.”

The Indians have had 
four different boys basket-
ball coaches in the past 
10 years. Spitler hopes 
that by taking over a pro-
gram so near and dear to 
his heart, he can stop that 
trend and be a steadying 
force on a team that went 
7-16 last season.

Spitler brings plenty of 
coaching experience to 
the job, having coached 
AAU, junior high school, 
junior varsity and varsity 
basketball for both boys 
and girls.

“It’s exciting for me, 
because basketball has 
always been such a big 
part of my life,” Spitler 
said. “When I became 
athletic director and 
assistant principal here, 
though, I wanted to focus 
on that part of my life. 
When this (boys varsity) 
job became open, it didn’t 
even cross my mind to 
coach. I wasn’t even an 
option. But then my wife 
said something to me 
about coaching and one 
thing led to the next.

“This is a great oppor-
tunity for me. I have basi-
cally lived here my whole 
life. I did go away to col-
lege and we lived in Troy 
for seven years, but we 
just built a house here (in 
Pleasant Hill) last year. 
I’m excited and happy to 
do this. I think we have 
the type of talent here to 
build a strong program.”

For Spitler, it’s been 
a whirlwind getting to 
know that talent better 
and put his offensive 
and defensive systems in 
place, but so far he likes 
what he’s seen.

“I feel like the kids have 
worked hard all summer 
and fall to get ready,” 
he said. “This is a good 
group that will put in the 
effort and learn. It’s a big 
learning curve right now, 
because everything is 
new, but we’ve got a lot of 
athletes. We still have to 
get everything figured out. 
We’re taking things one 
day at a time and trying to 
implement things slowly.”

The Indians will field a 
relatively young team this 
season, as they return 
just one starter and two 
additional letterwinners 
from last season. Junior 
Ryan Mollette started at 
point guard for Newton 
last season and will again 
run things on offense this 
season. He’ll be joined in 
the backcourt by return-
ing letterwinners Treg 
Jackson and Nash Lavy, 
the only two seniors on 

the roster.
“It’s always good to 

have guards with experi-
ence,” Spitler said. “The 
skill sets those guys have 
help us out a lot. They 
will be a tremendous 
asset to this team.”

Junior Chet Jamison 
also could see increased 
time at guard this season.

“Chet played some var-
sity as a sophomore and 
has improved quite a bit 
from last year,” Spitler 
said. “Having four guards 
really helps us out when 
we are getting into our 
stuff.”

In the front court, the 
Indians will be inexpe-
rienced and small, with 
its tallest player standing 
6-feet tall. Junior Char-
lie Walker, sophomore 
Kleyson Wehrley, junior 
James Whittaker, junior 
Enon Weaver and sopho-
more Ethan Cook all will 
see time at the wings 
and post positions for 
the Indians. Freshman 
Andrew Whittaker also 
will see varsity playing 
time this season.

“We do lack size, but we 
are pretty athletic,” Spitler 
said. “Obviously we are 

going to have to rely on 
that. Most every team we 
play this year is going to 
be bigger than us.”

So far, Spitler said he 
likes what he sees from 
this team.

“What we are looking 
for is the boys to keep 
working at it,” he said. 
“We’ve got good athletes. 
We need them to play effi-
ciently and keep working 
hard.”

Contact David Fong at 
dfong@aimmediamid-
west.com; follow him on 
Twitter @thefong

Spitler takes over as 
Newton boys coach

Anthony Weber | Troy Daily News file
Ryan Moellette (front) is the lone returning starter for the Newton boys basketball team this season.

By David Fong
dfong@aimmediamidwest.com

PLEASANT HILL 
— The Newton girls 
basketball team spent 
a lot of time on the 
outside looking in last 
season.

Way too much 
looking, not nearly 
enough doing, as far as 
coach Steve Fisher is 
concerned.

The Indians were 
often content to pour 
in points from the 
perimeter last season. 
It certainly was a 
successful formula, as 
Newton went 17-8 for 
its third winning season 
in a row, something that 
has never happened 
before in school history. 
Still, though, Fisher 
knows if his team wants 
to take things to the 
next level, it will have 
to get more out of its 
post players this season.

“We have got to get 
our inside people more 
involved this season,” 
he said. “We just have 
to.”

Fisher — who will be 
coaching his 41st year 
of basketball, figures 
he has the players to 
do just that. Senior 
Anna Wolfe, along 
with juniors Madison 

Hildebrand and Malory 
Dunlevy, will be the 
Indians’ first three 
options in the post.

“We get Dunlevy 
back; we lost her to a 
concussion in January,” 
Fisher said. “That 
forced us into some 
mistmatches. She’s a 
strong inside player. 
Wolfe was a full-time 
starter for us last year. 
She worked hard in 
the summer and fall 
and we expect her 
to be a better player 
inside. Hildebrand has 
the potential to be an 
outstanding post player. 
Size we don’t have, but 
length we do. We feel 
like we have got to get 
more scoring out of our 
post players.”

Of course, if there 
should come times 
when things aren’t 
working their way 
through the post to 
Fisher’s satisfaction, 
he still has the option 
of going to the 
most-decorated girls 
basketball player in 
school history in his 
backcourt.

Tatum McBride — 
the leading scorer 
in school history — 
returns to run the point 
for the Indians for one 
final season before 

heading off to Lenoir-
Rhyne University in 
North Carolina to play 
college basketball. 
In addition to being 
the leading scorer in 
school history, she 
also holds the school’s 
career record in assists. 
Fisher will count on 
her not only to score 
points, but to get all of 
her teammates more 
involved — something 
he said she excels at 
doing.

“She’s everything 
you want in a point 
guard,” Fisher said of 
McBride. “Winning is 
the first thing on her 
mind. If that means 
getting her teammates 
more involved, she will 
do that. If that means 
we need her to score 
points, she will do that. 
She’s a very consistent 
player. She’s not 
going to force things. 
Obviously she’s going 
to play a huge role on 
this team. I don’t think 
that’s a big secret. But if 
teams are going to focus 
solely on her, she can 
find other ways to get 
her teammates involved 
and beat you.”

Joining McBride in 
the backcourt will be 
senior Macy Flanary, 
another returning 

starter for the Indians.
“You always feel 

pretty good about 
returning three full-time 
starters,” Fisher said. 
“Flanary is another kid 
we hope will step up 
and help out with the 
scoring this year. She’s 
another kid who has 
worked hard.”

At the wings will 
be some combination 
of sophomore Brooke 
Deeter, senior Rachel 
Kirk, junior Michaela 
Kirk and senior Treanna 
Lavy.

“That’s a toss-up right 
now,” Fisher said. “One 
of our big goals is to 
get that figured out, 
because we lost both 
of our wings from last 
year.”

Seniors Hannah Bean 

and Brittany Oburn, 
along with juniors Ally 
Weaver and Lexi Oburn, 
will round out the 
roster for the Indians.

“Some of our kids are 
better on offense, some 
are better on defense,” 
Fisher said. “It might 
be ‘coach’s choice’ each 
night — we’ll try to 
match up with other 
teams in ways that give 

us the best chance to 
win games. We feel 
pretty good about 
things. We’ve got a lot 
of experience back, 
which always helps.”

Contact David 
Fong at dfong@
aimmediamidwest.com; 
follow him on Twitter @
thefong

Newton looks to continue its winning ways

Anthony Weber | Troy Daily News file
Tatum McBride, the leading scorer in school history, returns for the 
Newton girls basketball team this season.

Anthony Weber | Troy Daily News file
Newton’s Macy Flanary dribbles around a defender last season.

Anthony Weber | Troy Daily News file
Anna Wolfe should provide a strong post presence for the Newton 
girls basketball team this season.

NEWTON
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By Rob Kiser
rkiser@aimmediamidwest.com

Piqua boys basketball 
first-year coach Steve 
Grasso can’t wait to get 
the season started as the 
Indians look to improve 
on last season’s 8-15 
record

“I do (feel good about 
where they are at),” Gras-
so said in a preseason 
interview. “I am excited 
and ready to get going. 
I think we are a real ath-
letic team with a lot of 
quickness.”

Two key parts of the 
puzzle for Piqua will 
be 6-foot-2 seniors Ben 
Schmiesing and Hayden 
Schrubb.

Schmiesing scored 35 
points in one game last 
year and averaged 14.9 
points and 7.1 rebounds. 
He provides a physical 
presence for the Indians 
inside.

Schrubb averaged four 
points and 4.5 rebounds 
a year ago, to go with 
2.5 assists and can play 
anywhere from the point 
to inside.

“Hayden and Ben are 
two guys that are going to 

be two key pieces,” Gras-
so said. “Hayden is quick 
in transition, and Ben is a 
strong player.”

Grasso expects to be an 
up-tempo team and take 
advantage of the Indians’ 
quickness, with no one 
taller than 6-2 on the 
roster.

“We are going to be a 
quick team with a lot of 
athletic ability,” Grasso 
said. “We are going to 

force teams to handle the 
ball the entire floor and 
take advantage of our ath-
letic ability.”

Another player who 
fits right into that mold 
is 5-10 senior Devon 
Brown. Brown averaged 
6.8 points a year ago, 
scoring in double figures 
in four of the 12 games he 
played in.

“Devon(Brown) is 5-9 
or 5-10, but a special 

athlete,” Grasso said. “He 
can attack the basket and 
has great athletic ability.”

Another player who fits 
that mold is 6-2 senior 
Nick Rigola, who played 
a key role off the bench a 
year ago.

“Nick (Rigola) is physi-
cal and has all kinds of 
athletic ability,” Grasso 
said. “He has the ability 
to Tomahawk dunk.”

Others who could see 
key minutes include 5-9 
senior Cory Cottell, 5-7 
senior Xian Harrison, 6-1 
junior Trey Richmond 
and 5-10 junior Qurri 
Tucker.

“Qurri Tucker will be 
in the mix,” Grasso said. 
“He is another real good 
athlete. Xian Harrison 
is an outstanding soccer 
player. Another kid with a 
lot of athletic ability. Trey 
Richmond is a junior off 
the JV team that will be 
in the mix. Cory Cotrell 
is in the mix, as well. He 
is also hustling and plays 
hard.”

Rounding out the 
roster are 6-0 senior 
Logan Copsey, 6-1 senior 
Devin Foster, 5-11 senior 
Holden Yount, 6-1 senior 

Trevor Billet, 5-10 junior 
Mick Karn, 6-2 junior 
Zach Tillman and 6-2 
junior Dylan Motter.

“We have a lot of 
seniors and really good 
group of athletes,” Grasso 
said.

Grasso was pleased 
with what he saw in the 
opening scrimmage.

“We started off with a 
scrimmage with Dayton 
Christian,” he said. “They 
are a defending confer-
ence champion with 
all their players back. I 
thought we competed 
well against them and 
split quarters. We are 
scrimmaging Miamisburg 
and then our last scrim-
mage we will scrimmage 
Fairmont and Lima 
Senior.

“We will really be test-
ed there. They are two 
of the top D-I programs 
around.”

Grasso expects the 
GWOC North to be a 
challenge.

“When you look at 
the conference (GWOC 
North), you have to look 
at the defending cham-
pion who has most of its 
players back in Sidney. 

The rest of the confer-
ence I think will be very 
competitive. Vandalia is 
going to be strong, Tipp 
has a new coach and is 
going to be very athletic. 
Troy will be solid. Most 
of them have a lot return-
ing. Greenville may have 
dropped off a little.”

Grasso is also happy 
the Indians are again 
hosting the B.I.G (Buck-
eye Insurance Group) 
Classic. Piqua will play 
Lehman Catholic in the 
opener and Covington 
and Troy Christian are 
also in the tournament.

“That is two more 
games on our floor,” 
Grasso said. “And we get 
to host a holiday tour-
nament. I think that is 
great.”

And Grasso is ready to 
get rolling.

“I am excited and can’t 
wait to get started,” he 
said.

To continue the prog-
ress he has already seen 
in the offseason and pre-
season.

Rob Kiser can be 
reached at (937) 451-
3334.

Grasso ready for 1st season with Piqua boys

Mike Ullery | AIM Media file
Piqua’s Hayden Schrubb makes a move to the basket last season.

By Rob Kiser
rkiser@aimmediamidwest.com

“It’s Time.”
That is the motto for the 

Piqua girls basketball team 
as coach Brian Gillespie’s 
squad looks to improve on 
last year’s 3-20 season.

“I think the thing we are 
looking for is to start win-

ning games consistently,” 
Gillespie said. “This is year 
four, and I feel really good 
about where the program 
is at. I think we have the 
junior high and youth pro-
grams in a good place. But 
we still need to win games. 
Winning isn’t everything, 
but it is part of it.”

And he has four seniors 

who have been playing var-
sity basketball for the last 
three years.

Lily Stewart is a 5-foot-
5 guard who led Piqua 
with 8.9 points a year ago. 
Stewart made 46 3-point 
field goals a year ago and 
had 23 points against 
Troy, making 7 of 12 from 
behind the arc.

“Lily (Stewart) is an out-
standing player,” Gillespie 
said. “We are excited to 
have her back.”

Kelsey Magoteaux is a 
5-6 guard who averaged 
7.0 points a game last year. 
She is playing with a torn 
ACL.

“Kelsey (Magoteaux) 
was just amazing this sum-
mer,” Gillespie said. “She 
is a leader for us.”

Also back are 5-7 Lau-
ren Williams and Emily 
Powell.

Williams is a three-year 
starter. She averaged 4.3 
points, 2.0 rebounds, 2.1 
steals and 1.4 assists a year 
ago — which really doesn’t 
tell the story.

“Lauren (Williams) just 
plays so hard,” Gillespie 
said. “I know we can put 
her on the other team’s 
best offensive player. She 
just hustles all over the 
place and makes things 
happen.”

Gillespie expects Powell 
to play a key role, as well.

“Emily has been an 
important part of this 
program for four years,” 
Gillespie said.

Piqua has four 5-2 
juniors in Kelsey Bach-
man, Skylar Sloan, Hailey 
McPherson and Elizabeth 
Kidwell.

“Kelsey (Bachman) is 
a nice player for us,” Gil-
lespie said. “She can run 
the point and has a nice 
shot. Skylar (Sloan) can 
shoot and plays hard. Hai-
ley (McPherson) is out for 
the season with an injury. 
Elizabeth (Kidwell) is a 
good player and gives us 
some quickness.”

Tylah Yeomans, a 5-10 
sophomore, is back after 
an impressive freshman 
season. Yeomans aver-
aged 5.4 points and 3.2 
rebounds a year ago.

“I think with Tylah 
(Yeomans), it is all about 
confidence,” Gillespie 
said. “Because she has all 
the athletic ability in the 
world.”

Gillespie expects her to 
provide Piqua a more tra-
ditional post player, some-
thing they haven’t had.

“We have been working 
with her on playing with 
her back to the basket on 
offense,” Gillespie said. 
“I think she is going to be 
able to do that, and that is 
going to help us.”

Gillespie is also excited 
about the other sophomore 
on the roster, 5-6 guard 
Taylor Grunkemeyer.

“She played JV last year, 
and I like what I have seen 
from her,” he said. “She 
probably understands the 
game as well as anyone. 
She understands where the 
ball needs to go and where 
the pass needs to go. She 
is a really smart player.”

For Piqua, which aver-
aged 35 points a game last 
season, the key is obvious.

“Yes, we need to find a 
way to score points,” Gil-
lespie said. “It has been 
an issue since I have been 
here. We feel like we are 
going to (score points), 
but we still have to do it. 
I think we will be fine on 

defense. The key will be on 
offense.”

Defensively, he expects 
to play a lot of man 
defense.

“I am not a big zone 
guy,” Gillespie said. “We 
will mix it up with some 
traps and things like that.”

The Indians’ first four 
games are on the road.

“I really don’t think that 
will be a problem,” Gil-
lespie said. “We played 
pretty well on the road — 
we struggled more at home 
last year. I think we need 
to focus more when we are 
playing at home.”

He expects Tippecanoe 
to be the team to beat in 
the North. They recently 
had a move-in from Phoe-
nix who has a full-ride to 
Iowa State and is ranked in 
the top 100 players in the 
country.

“You know Tipp was 
already pretty good, and 
that just makes them that 
much better,” Gillespie 
said. “I really think we can 
be right in the mix with 
the rest of the teams in the 
North.”

There is just one thing 
missing at this point.

“I think there are more 
kids in this community 
interested in girls basket-
ball than there ever has 
been,” Gillespie said. “The 
next step is to win consis-
tently.”

It’s Time.

Rob Kiser can be 
reached at (937) 451-
3334.

‘It’s Time’ for Piqua girls success

Mike Ullery | AIM Media file
Piqua’s Lily Stewart drives to the hoop in a game last season.
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By David Fong
dfong@aimmediamidwest.com

TROY — Numbers may 
be down, but enthusiasm 
is running high for the 
Troy wrestling team this 
season.

“It goes in cycles,” Troy 
coach Doug Curnes said. 
“Some years you have 
35 kids, some years you 
have 18. Our numbers 
are down this year, but 
that’s OK. This allows 
us as coaches to refocus 
on individual attention 
during practice. We can 
give kids more one-on-
one time. We’ll definitely 
be more of a tournament 
team this year. We’ll be 
able to piece together a 
quality line-up for duels, 
but we’re definitely more 
of a tournament team.”

Troy should be bol-
stered by the return of 
senior Joe Pascale, who 
was a district qualifier 
and just missed going to 
state as a freshman, but 
missed almost all of the 
past two seasons with 
separate injuries. He’ll 
wrestle at 126 this sea-
son.

“He was lighting the 
world on fire the past two 
years before he got hurt,” 
Curnes said. “I think he 
was 8-1 as a sophomore 
and then 11-1 as a junior 
before he got hurt. I know 
he’s looking to come out 
this year and send a mes-
sage that he’s healthy and 
show what he can do. 
This is a showcase season 
for him — he’s got once 
chance at this.

“I know he’s really 
enjoying life right now. 
I think 126 is a great 
weight for him. He’s 
not going to have to cut 
weight like he did before. 
I think that’s going to 
allow him to keep his 
head in it longer. We’re 
hoping some of those 
other guys who are cut-
ting weight are going to 
get worn down by the 
time March rolls around. 
Joe has set high goals 
for himself this season 
and we are going to try 
to help him each those 
goals.”

Also returning in junior 
Shane Shoop, a district 
qualifier last season. 
Shoop likely will wrestle 
at either 152 or 160 for 
the Trojans this year.

“Shoop is a dangerous 
individual at any weight,” 
Curnes said. “He’ll go 
wherever he wants. He’s 
got such pure power. 
He’s raw — but he knows 
what he’s good at and 
what he likes to do, so 
we’re going to let him do 
it.”

At 106 and 113 for the 
Trojans will be sopho-
more Mitchell Francis. 
Troy still is looking for 
steady competitors at 113 
and 120. At 132, 138 and 
145 will be some combi-
nation of sophomore Car-
los Quintero, junior Nick 
Mittelstadt and junior 
David McGraw. Junior 
Frankie Hoening will 
wrestle at either 152 or 
160, depending on where 
Shoop wrestles.

“Mitchell Francis 
wrestled behind (district 
qualifier) Brandon Lewis 
last year and did a nice 
job,” Curnes said. “He 
got to wrestle in some 
matches and was starting 
to push Lewis toward the 
end of last year.”

Junior Kameron Savage 
will wrestle at 170. At 
182 will be senior Dakota 
Hamman. Seniors Joah 
Schricker and Bryan Size-
more will share duties at 
195 and 220, depending 
on weigh-ins. At heavy-
weight will be senior 
Kameron Block.

“Kameron Block is on 
a different type of ‘vision 
quest’ this year,” Curnes 
said. “He wants to get 
down to 220 pounds. He 
wants to have a healthy 
life and play rugby in 
college. Joah Schricker 
wrestled for the first time 
last year. He’s incredibly 
strong and now he knows 
just enough to be danger-
ous.”

Also on the roster for 
the Trojans this season 
are senior Tyler Bran-
denburg; juniors Reece 
Carnes, Chase Nutter and 
Vedansh Desah; sopho-
more Carson DeHart and 
freshmen Cameron Law, 
Noah Leach, Ethan Har-
ris and Ramon Quintero.

“We’ve got a whole lot 
of new kids who we are 
hoping can really help us 
out two or three years 
down the road,” Curnes 
said.

* Miami East
Miami East returns a 

pair of three-time state 
placers and one of the 
most intriguing newcom-
ers in the state.

Leading the way for 
the Vikings will be senior 
Alex Isbrandt (138), a 
three-time state placer 
and last year’s state 
runner-up, and senior 
Graham Shore (132), also 
a three-time state placer 
and a third-place finisher 
the last two years. Senior 
Zane Strubler (145) is a 
two-time state qualifier. 
Sophomore Kaleb Nickels 
(126) qualified for state 
last year. Juniors Matt 
Welker (182) and Bren-

den Dalton (220) both 
were state alternates last 
season. Senior Travis Fer-
guson returns at 152.

New to the team will be 
freshmen Garrett Kowals-
ki (113) and Olivia Shore 
(106). The younger Shore 
has won multiple girls 
national championships 
and was a member of the 
girls cadet world team.

“The team is currently 
ranked fifth in the state,” 
Miami East coach Mark 
Rose said. “We are look-
ing to have a really strong 
year with a good mix of 
young and old wrestlers.”

* Troy Christian
The Eagles will be led 

by three state placers and 
a state qualifier.

Senior Jacob Edwards 
will wrestle at 126 or 132. 
He placed second in the 
state as a sophomore and 
third last year. Sopho-
more Ethan Turner will 
wrestle at either 113 or 
120 after placing third 
at state last year. Senior 
Jared Ford, who placed 
fifth at state last year, 
is back at 138. Senior 
Damon Beatty also was a 
state qualifier last year.

“Our goal is to place 
top five in the state,” 
Troy Christian coach 
Steve Goudy said.

* Covington
There will be a new 

face in the wrestling chair 
— but it is more moving 
over one spot. Hall of 
Fame coach Tom Barbee 
has retired and longtime 
assistant Eric Vander-
horst takes over.

“We are a relatively 
young team with just six 
upperclassmen, but we 
have a great group of kids 
who are excited to com-
pete and grow in the sport 
of wrestling,” Vanderhorst 
said. “Despite our youth, 
we want to continue our 
streak of winning seasons 
and compete for the CCC 
title.

Covington will be led 
by seniors Kyle Barga and 
Bryce Keiser, along with 
juniors Keringten Martin, 
Gavin McReynolds, Cody 
Nickels and Riley Rich-
ards. Martin is a return-
ing district placer while 
Richards is a returning 
district qualifier.

The sophomore class 
includes Austin Flick, 
Seth Iddings, Gage Ker-
rigan, Fletcher Metz, 
Dylan Staudt and Taylen 
Viney. Rounding out 
the roster are freshmen 
Trentin Alexander, Kellan 
Anderson, Grant Babylon, 
Hunter Clarkson, Duncan 
Cooper, Logan Lowe, 
David Robinson, Deacon 

Shields, Bryce Smith, 
Clayton Stephan, Gavin 
Swank and Cael Vander-
horst.

* Tippecanoe
Former Tippecanoe 

wrestler Nick Petro is 
back for his third year 
as the head coach at his 
alma mater.

The Red Devils return 
senior state quali-
fier Caleb Blake at 145 
pounds. Also back are 
district qualifiers senior 
Cameron Abrams (120) 
and sophomore Blake 
Ballard (113), along with 
district alternate Austin 
Bruno (138).

“We want to wrestle 
with attitude this year,” 
Petro said.

* Milton-Union
The Bulldogs return 

junior Dylan Schenck at 
145 and junior Hunter 
Ross. New to the team 
will be freshman Ashton 
Brown at 106.

“Winning league for the 
third year in a row would 
be nice,” Milton coach 
Scott Paulus said. “It will 
be tough with several 
empty weight classes. We 
want to just stay solid 
and consistent.”

* Lehman
Bill Long takes over 

a Lehman wrestling 
program which has five 
wrestlers this year.

Junior Ethan Knapke 
(160) was district quali-
fier last year and finished 
27-11. Also back are 
sophomores Noah Young 
(145) and Ethan Der-
ryberry (113). The new-
comers are sophomore 
Drew Barhorst (152) 
and freshman Ethan Fogt 
(145).

“Ethan (Knapke) had 
a good season last year 
and we expect him to be 
even better this year,” 
Long said. “I expect this 
team to make a lot of 
improvement throughout 
the season. We are wres-
tling a similar schedule 
to last year.”

And Long is realistic 
about the numbers situ-
ation.

“We have five wres-
tlers — and there are 
14 weight classes. We 
aren’t going to be bring-
ing home any team 
trophies,” Long said 
with a laugh. “It is an 
individual sport for these 
guys. Working hard and 
getting better and I think 
that will happen.”

Contact David Fong at 
dfong@aimmediamid-
west.com; follow him on 
Twitter @thefong

Miami County loaded with wrestling talent

By Rob Kiser
rkiser@aimmediamidwest.com

SIDNEY — Tim 
Gleason returns as 
Lehman boys basket-
ball coach and is excit-
ed about the group 
he has, although the 
Cavaliers will again be 
getting a late start due 
to the football playoffs 
and are coming off a 
10-13 season.

“We have great depth 
this year and have high 
expectations for the 
upcoming season,” 
Gleason said. “Lehman 
has not won a league 
championship in 35 
years. The last time 
was in 1982 (when 
Lehman was undefeat-
ed and ranked first in 
the state, before being 
upset in the district 
finals). Lehman Catho-
lic has a rich tradition 
of basketball success 
that many of today’s 
kids don’t know 
about.”

Gleason has high 
expectations for 
seniors Kameron Lee 
and Preston Rodgers, 
who are both coming 
off injuries.

Lee, a 6-foot-3 for-
ward who can jump 
out of the gym, aver-
aged near a double-
double last year with 
16.8 points and 9.9 
rebounds per game and 
added 2.3 steals per 
game.

Rodgers, a 5-11 
guard, averaged 7.3 
points a year ago.

“Kam (Lee) suffered 
a dislocated shoulder 
in his last football 
game and hopefully, 
he will be ready to 
go against Jackson 
Center,” Gleason said. 
“Preston Rodgers had 
off-season surgery 
and looks healthy and 
ready to go. Both Kam 
and Preston have been 
starting or playing 
major roles since they 
were sophomores. I 
believe they are both 
going to have excellent 
seasons.”

Elliott Gilardi, a 5-11 
junior, was a starter at 
times last season.

“Elliott (who is the 
quarterback in foot-
ball) is a little banged 
up right now,” Gleason 
said. “I don’t think it is 
anything long term and 
look for him to start 
practicing soon.”

Gleason sees a lot of 
potential in 5-6 junior 
guard John Cianciolo 
and 5-10 sophomore 
Brendan O’Leary.

“They have tremen-
dous shooting skills,” 
Gleason said. “Both of 
those guys have played 
for me previously and 
understand my expec-
tations. Both are very 
skilled basketball play-
ers.”

Two more players 
with varsity experience 
are Logan Richard and 
Bryce Kennedy.

Richard is a 5-11 
senior and Kennedy is 
a 6-1 junior.

“They are returning 
varsity players who 
bring extremely high 

basketball IQ’s, along 
with differing skills 
to the team,” Gleason 
said. “Bryce (Kennedy) 
is a tremendous shooter 
and rebounder, while 
Logan (Richard) is an 
excellent passer and 
always seems to be in 
the right place.”

Battling for the start-
ing center position 
are 6-1 senior Ryan 
Schmidt and 6-3 junior 
Conor O’Leary.

“Ryan (Schmidt) 
was the equivalent of 
an MVP for the JV last 
year,” Gleason said. “He 
has worked very hard 
in the offseason. He is 
bigger, stronger and has 
worked on his offensive 
skills in the off-season.

“Conor (O’Leary) 
missed all of last season 
with a foot injury and 
is completely healthy. 
He would have played 
substantial minutes last 
year if he was healthy. 
Conor is a very skilled 
offensive and defensive 
player.”

Rounding out the 
roster are 6-0 junior 
Michael Denning, 6-2 
junior Alex Gleason 
and 5-10 junior Titan 
Corner.

“All three of these 
guys have played many 
years for me and have 
a great understanding 
of the game and my 
expectations. They 
all play great defense. 
Offensively, Michael 
(Denning) has solid 
shooting range and ball 
handling skills. Alex 
(Gleason) is solid out 
to 12-15 feet and an 
excellent passer. Titan 
(Corner) has really 
improved his game and 
is very tough defen-
sively.”

The Cavaliers will run 
a motion offense and 
play a lot of matchup 
zone and man defense.

Gleason likes the out 
of conference schedule, 
highlighted by the Sid-
ney game.

“We really enjoy 
the game with Sidney 
because it brings out 
so much excitement,” 
he said. “I fully expect 
the game will sell out 
again because the stu-
dents and fans love the 
rivalry. Hopefully, tough 
games like this will pre-
pare us for the tourna-
ment.”

They also get on the 
sectional tournament 
floor ahead of time 
twice, when they play 
in the B.I.G. (Buckeye 
Insurance Group) Clas-
sic at Garbry Gym-
nasium. Lehman will 
open with Piqua in the 
tournament, with Troy 
Christian and Coving-
ton also competing in 
the tournament.

However, the focus is 
on the NWCC.

“We have a lot of 
goals,” Gleason said. 
“But our number one 
goal is to win a league 
championship.”

For the first time in 
35 years.

Rob Kiser can be 
reached at (937) 451-
3334.

Gleason has high 
expectations for 
Cavalier boys

By Rob Kiser
rkiser@aimmediamidwest.com

SIDNEY — Craig Hall is back as 
Lehman girls basketball coach.

A year ago, the Cavaliers fin-
ished 9-12 overall and 3-3 in the 
NWCC.

Graduating off that team was 
Hannah Fogt.

“I am really excited about this 
team,” Hall said. “I can’t wait to 
see what we can do.”

For good reason.
Lehman returns four starters 

from last year’s squad.
Alanna O’Leary, a 5-foot-8 senior, 

averaged 8.3 points and 2.2 assists 
last year, while 6-0 junior Carly 
Edwards averaged 6.2 rebounds.

Grace Monnin, a 5-8 junior, 
averaged 2.7 steals and 5-7 senior 
Brogan McIver is another solid 
returner to the starting lineup.

“I feel really good about this 
group,” Hall said. “We have a lot of 
experience.”

Adding to that is 5-7 senior 
Maddy McFaland, who missed last 
season with a knee injury.

“It is great to have her back,” 
Hall said. “She has really good ball 

skills.”
The talent doesn’t end there 

either.
Other key players included 6-0 

junior Emily Fogt, 5-8 sophomore 
Rylie McIver and 5-7 sophomore 
Lauren McFarland.

Rounding out the roster are 
junior Allison Bornhorst and soph-
omores Hope Anthony and Heidi 
Schutt.

“We have great depth,” Hall said. 
“I think at any time, any of the 11 
girls could play.”

Hall said there are two key differ-
ences with this group from a year 
ago.

“We can score,” he said. “In the 
past, nobody wanted to take the 
shot. A lot of teams played zone 
because we wouldn’t take the shot 
from the perimeter. This year, they 
are not afraid to take the shot. Last 
year, the goal was to hold teams to 
40, but a lot of times, we didn’t get 
to 40. That is is not going to hap-
pen this year.

“I think we are better just 
because we are more experienced. 
We have raised the bar for these 
girls this year.”

With not a lot of size, the 

Cavaliers are going to look to take 
advantage of their athletic ability.

“For sure,” Hall said. “We are 
going to have to play that way. 
We don’t have much size. We are 
going to look to push the ball and 
take advantage of our quickness 
and athletic ability. This team is 
very athletic.”

Hall knows the non-conference 
schedule will test his team.

“We play Sidney right out of the 
gate,” he said. “So right off, we 
are playing against a Division I 
school.”

Hall hopes to be right in there 
in the NWCC.

“It will be interesting,” he said. 
“Marion Elgin is new to the confer-
ence. They are a D-III school and 
that is going to be a challenge. 
Ridgemont has completely flipped 
their program. That used to be a 
win, but not anymore. Waynesfield-
Goshen is always strong.”

And Hall can’t wait to get started 
and see where his team fits in that 
picture.

Rob Kiser can be reached at 
(937) 451-3334.

Lehman girls loaded with experience

lEHMAN/WRESTlING
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By David Fong
dfong@aimmediamidwest.com

TROY — No team in 
the area has had more 
success that past two 
years than the Troy 
girls bowling team, 
which won a Division 
I state championship 
in 2016 and was state 
runner-up last season.

With all he has return-
ing, Troy girls coach 
Rob Dever sees no 
reason why that incred-
ible run can’t continue 
and expects the Trojans 
to be in the mix for 
another state title when 
March rolls around.

“The girls will have 
plenty of talent and expe-
rience this returning,” 
Dever said. “Five of the 
girls from the 2016 state 
championship team and 
the 2017 state runner-
up team will be back, 
despite the graduation of 
Kirsten McMullen and 
Jennica Funderburg.”

Leading the way 
for the Trojans will be 
seniors Jenna Stone 
(207 average) and 
A’leigha Smith (205 
average). Stone has 
been named the Greater 
Western Ohio Confer-
ence American League 
North Athlete of the 
Year each of the past 
three seasons and will 
be the prohibitive favor-
ite to win that award 
again this season. 
Smith has been named 
first-team All-GWOC 
North each of the past 
two seasons.

Both Stone and 
Smith were named 
second-team All-Ohio at 
last year’s state tourna-
ment. Smith is the first 
girls bowler in school 
history to bowl a 300 
in high school competi-
tion, doing it in a match 
against Tippecanoe.

Rounding out the 
girls roster for the Tro-
jans are juniors Cassidy 
McMullen and Alyssa 
Shilt, junior Stephanie 
Crider, a transfer stu-
dent from Butler High 
School, and senior 
Sierra Brown.

“Cassidy McMullen 
and Alyssa Shilt have 
worked on their game in 
the offseason to improve 
and will solidify the 
team going into this 
season,” Dever said. 
“We will get an added 
boost from transfer stu-
dent Stephanie Crider. 
Stephanie moved into 
the Troy school district 
from Vandalia-Butler 
and is expected to step 
right in. The team is 
rounded out with Sierra 
Brown, who split time 
between JV and varsity 
last season. The girls’ 
goals are the same as 
they have been for the 
past three years — win 
the GWOC North and 
get back to state.”

The Troy boys bowl-
ing team is coached by 
Doug Stone.

“The boys graduated 
four starters — Landon 
Flory, Hayden Jackson, 
A.J. Kendall, an Jason 
Shiltz — but despite 
the turnover we are still 
looking to improve on 
the 11-6 record last sea-
son,” Dever said.

The Trojan boys will 
be led by senior Aaron 
Stone (210 average last 
season). Senior Logan 
Jones, junior Preston 
Jackson and sopho-
more Carson Rogers 
all return with varsity 
experience, as well.

“The boys team will 
be aided by an influx 
of young talent,” Dever 
said. “Freshman Jor-
dan Fisher will make 
an immediate impact. 
Three additional fresh-
man will start the 
season on JV but are 
expected to push for 
some varsity time this 
season.”

* Tippecanoe
The Tippecanoe boys 

and girls bowling teams 
struggled in their first 
season in the Greater 
Western Ohio Confer-
ence American North 
Division last season, 
with the boys finish-
ing fourth and the girls 
sixth in division play. 
Fourth-year coach John 
Janney wants to see the 
Red Devils improve on 
that showing this sea-
son — and they have a 
number of returners to 
help make that happen.

Back for a young boys 
team is senior Nick Lan-
ham and sophomores 
James Ridgeway, Austin 
Post and Aaron Davis, 
with senior Nick Stefan-
dis, sophomores Zach-
ary Kauffman, Dalton 
Grimmet and Mason 
Harness and freshman 
Devin Elwood joining 
the roster. And on the 
girls side, juniors Ashlyn 
Herzog and Abbey Lee 
return, as well as Abby 
Hornbeck, with juniors 
McKenzie Dean and 
Cassie Sharp and fresh-
men Cassie Sharp, Jena 
Alexander, Emma Lara, 
Karleigh Sorah, London 
Eberly, Taylor Horne 
and Alison Johnston all 
joining the team.

“We project that we 
will finish above where 
we did last year,” Jan-
ney said. “Our goal is 
to continue improving 
our averages and school 
records and make the 
cut to the district tour-
nament.”

* Newton
In the program’s sec-

ond season, the Newton 
bowling team is hoping 
to expand on last year’s 
inaugural performance.

“Our goal is to be 
competitive in every 
match — hopefully even 
win a few of them,” 
Newton coach Eric 
Schindler said. “We’d 
also like to have at least 
one individual qualify 
for districts.”

Back for the boys 
team is senior Cory 
Rowe, with senior Noah 
Weaver, junior Rick 
Landwehr, sophomore 
Will Yoder and fresh-
men Jon Maxwell and 
Brendan Rademachir 
joining the team. The 
girls, meanwhile, return 
seniors Jalynn Mead ad 
Emily Shellabarger and 
junior Anna Baker, with 
junior Alicia Dunning 
and freshman Avery 
Hartman joining the 
team.

Expectations 
remain high for 
Troy bowlers

By Josh Brown
jbrown@aimmediamidwest.com

TROY — The Troy 
hockey team went through 
some struggles last season.

But despite going 13-16 
overall and 4-8 in South-
west Ohio High School 
Hockey League play, 
the Trojans managed to 
remain in the SWOHSHL’s 
upper “Red” division, with 
Talawanda being the team 
to drop down while Alter 
moved up. But with six 
seniors to lead the way, 
Troy is hoping to bring its 
younger players along for 
the future while also taking 
a step forward from last 
year’s performance.

“I expect good things out 
of this team,” Troy hockey 
coach Phill Noll said as he 
enters his sixth year with 
the team. “I think we’ll get 
better game by game. Last 
year we were a bit sub-par. 
We don’t have to win every 
game we play, but we do 
have to improve with each 
game.”

The key to everything 
for the Trojans this season 
will be senior defender 
Nate Uhlenbrock.

“The key is going to be 
Nate. He’s very solid, and 
he’s also the team captain,” 
Noll said. “He’s a four-year 
defensive player. He’ll be 
skating the puck up and 

getting involved more with 
the offense, but he’s fast 
and aggressive enough to 
get back and do his job on 
defense as well.”

Also back is senior 
Enrique Alejandre in the 
goal.

“This is Enrique’s 
second complete year as 
goalie,” Noll said. “His 
percentage was about .900. 
He took an awful lot of 
shots, but he stopped a lot. 
His save percentage was 
fair, but he allowed about 
five goals a game. It’s kind 
of tough to win when 
you’re being outshot the 
way we were.”

Sophomore Zach Uhlen-
brock is back at center 
and will be looked at to 
produce more offensively. 
Senior John Wehrkamp 
will be back again, as well, 
as is three-year starter 
Michael Hess. Seniors 
Graham Harvey and Bran-
don Benge round out the 
veterans.

“Zach will be a key on 
offense,” Noll said. “Last 
year he was also a center, 
didn’t score a lot, but was 
very productive. I look 
for him to score more this 
year. John is a sparkplug 
and is the guy that gives 
100 percent, and he’s going 
to play offense and defense 
all the time. He’s the bat-
tery bunny — he just 

goes and goes and goes. 
Michael’s a good skater, 
has good hands and knows 
where to be.

“Graham will be step-
ping into a role as a center. 
It’s a new position for him, 
and he’s learning it fast. 
And Brandon will be play-
ing defense for us.”

Juniors Grant Gariety 
and Austin Strong will add 
depth to the defense, and 
junior Scott Reidle will be 
the backup goalie and will 
see time to prepare for the 
future. Sophomore Carson 
Waite and freshmen Caden 
Lombardo, Garrett Paff 
and Connor Sexton will 
also add depth, with Lom-
bardo playing the wing on 
the team’s second line.

“A lot of these kids are 
the future,” Noll said. 
“We’ve got to get them 
in, get them involved and 
let them learn by kind of 
kicking them into the deep 
end of the pool. I can’t 
say we’re going to win the 
state tournament, and I 
can’t say we’re going to 
win our league, but we’re 
going to get better game 
by game.”

And playing with teams 
like St. Xavier, Elder, Alter 
and Centerville in the Red 
division of the SWOHSHL, 
Troy will see plenty of solid 
competition.

“St. X and Elder are 

always strong,” Noll said. 
“Centerville and Alter, I 
don’t really know about 
yet. Most of the teams 
in the division below 
us, we’ll struggle with a 
couple of those teams and 
we’ll win a couple of those 
games. It just depends on 
which kids show up those 
nights we play. Last year, 
we were 4-8 in the league, 
which I would really like 
to improve on this sea-
son.”

In general, though, the 
Trojans will evaluate their 
progress every day — and 
with a relatively small ros-
ter, staying healthy will be 
a focus, too.

“We’re going to take it 
one game at a time,” Noll 
said. “I have some expecta-
tions, but we’re going to 
have to see how it plays 
out. Hopefully we can play 
and not have any issues 
with injuries. If we have 
any injuries, it’s going to 
be devastating. I’ve only 
got 15 players — that’s 
the smallest team I’ve ever 
had. We’ve got to make 
sure everyone gets their 
ice time, and we’re going 
to need everybody on the 
team.”

Contact Josh Brown at 
(937) 552-2132, or follow 
@TroyDailySports on 
Twitter.

Troy hockey looks to improve on last year

By Josh Brown
jbrown@aimmediamidwest.com

TROY — Last season, 
the Troy boys and girls 
swimming teams had 
solid seasons but missed 
out on their loftiest goals 
— namely, a Greater 
Western Ohio Conference 
American North Division 
championship or berths 
at the state meet.

This season, the Tro-
jans are hoping to send 
someone to the biggest 
stage in the state while 
also competing for a 
division championship 
against rival Butler.

On the boys side last 
year, the Trojans were 
second in the GWOC 
American North to Butler, 
551-390, and fifth overall 
in the GWOC, eventually 
sending five swimmers to 
the district meet — one 
relay team and a number 
of individual events. The 
girls, meanwhile, were 
third in the division behind 
Butler and newcomer 
Tippecanoe, finishing 13th 
in the overall GWOC and 
sending a relay team to the 
district meet.

“We had a decent 
year last year,” Troy 
coach Brian Hall said. “I 
thought we did real well. 
We lost a lot of seniors 
last year, a lot of leaders 
from the team, so we’re 
going to have to have 
people step up this year 
as far as those leader-
ship positions go. But 
I think overall, it was a 
good year. We didn’t have 
anybody qualify for state, 
but we had kids that per-
formed really well.”

The boys graduated 
three seniors and the girls 
five, with one district 
qualifier graduating from 
each. But the boys team 
returns four swimmers 
that competed at last 
year’s district meet, and 
the girls team returns 
three members of its dis-
trict relay team.

Senior Joe Dutton, 
junior Mitch Orozco and 
sophomores Michael 
Griffith and Aaron Car-
mack — all of which com-
peted at last year’s district 
meet — return to lead a 
boys team that boasts only 
12 members this season. 
And for the girls team 
— which is 28 members 
strong this season — 

juniors Katie Robinson and 
two-time district qualifier 
Katie Castaneda and soph-
omore Lily Hemm return 
to lead the way.

“I hoping Joe and 
Michael will both be 
going to state this year,” 
Hall said. “They both 
missed it by just a couple 
seconds last year. They 
were both real close, and 
they’ve both been busting 
their butts at Raiders to 
get there this year. We’ve 
got a fairly young boys 
team, though. We don’t 
have a lot of quantity 
with the boys, but we do 
have a lot of quality with 
what we do have.

“We’ve got a huge girls 
team, one of the top four 
as far as size goes in the 
GWOC. We’ve got three 
district qualifiers back, 
and then we have a couple 
freshmen that I think could 
easily be at district this 
year in Caroline Turnbull 
and Hailey Honeycutt.”

And, as always, Butler 
will be the team to beat 
in the GWOC American 
North, with them having 
won the boys title every 
year for more than a 
decade and the last Troy 
division title on the girls 
side coming in the 2010-
11 season.

“If we’d had the num-
bers, we feel like we 
could’ve beat Butler last 
season,” Hall said. “Our 
goal this year is to win 
the North. That’s who 
we’re gunning for, and 
it’s been that way since 
we started. We’ve always 
been kind of the brides-
maid to Butler, so that’s 
kind of frustrating, but 
at least for the boys and 
possibly for the girls, this 
could be the year.

“Our goals are to win the 
North and place top six in 
the conference meet. We 
don’t have the numbers 
or club presence of a Cen-
terville or Beavercreek or 
Springboro, but we’re hop-
ing we can be in the top six 
in the conference.”

Troy opens the season 
at the Mason Invitational 
on Dec. 2.

* Troy Christian
Troy Christian’s boys 

look to be in the hunt for 
a fourth straight Metro 
Buckeye Conference 
championship this season 
and will also take aim 

at a third consecutive 
sectional title, while the 
Eagle girls are short on 
numbers but have tal-
ented swimmers.

“We have 10 boys and 
two girls, and all of the 
boys are returning swim-
mers,” Troy Christian 
coach Jim Fulton said. 
“State qualifiers lead by 
senior Sam LaVielle will 
be joining fellow senior 
Jacob Voisinet and junior 
Alex Klint. Junior Grant 
Doucette will join these 
three to complete the top 
relays. And for the girls, 
Gracie Glaser should be 
one of the top swimmers 
in the area in the butter-
fly and IM.

“The boys should pro-
duce a fourth straight 
MBC title and possibly 
a third straight sectional 
title, and they have high 
hopes of returning to 
Canton for the state 
championships.”

* Tippecanoe
Tippecanoe’s boys won 

an individual state title 
two seasons ago, and the 
Red Devil girls had an 
individual state runner-
up last season. This year, 
the Red Devils bring 
back one state qualifier 
and seven district qualifi-
ers and hope to compete 
for the Greater Western 
Ohio Conference Ameri-
can North Division title.

Junior Alexis Cook was 
top 16 in the state in the 
100 free last year and is 
a two-time state quali-
fier, with seniors Alissa 
Bunyak and Tasha Bruner 
and sophomores Tori 
Prenger, Madison Leonard 
and Nicole Downing all 
being returning district 
qualifiers for the girls. The 
boys, meanwhile, return 
district qualifiers senior 
Evan Hill and junior Ray-
mond Burkey. Sophomore 
Grace Liette, senior Molly 

Spitzer and freshmen 
Kathryn Owen and Jack 
McMaken will join the 
roster to add some depth.

“We want to win the 
GWOC North title. I think 
that is something that we 
will be able to challenge 
for year in and year out,” 
Tippecanoe coach Karl 
Stanbery said. “Troy and 
Butler are the teams to 
beat this year. We were 
only 23 points from upset-
ting Butler on the girls 
side last year, and Troy is 
bringing a strong group 
of boys this year. We also 
want to continue our 
tradition of sending eight 
swimmers on the girls and 
guys sides to district. We 
have done well, sending 
two or three relays each. 
We also want to send a 
girls relay to state this 
year, and I feel we have 
the talent to do that.”

* Miami East
Last season, Meredith 

Richters became the first 
Miami East swimmer to 
qualify for the state meet. 
Now a senior, the Viking 
will attempt to get back 
to that level along with a 
host of other teammates.

Richters will be joined 
by seniors Lindsey 
Yingst, Rachael Hodge, 
Bridey Logan and Hailey 
Baker, junior Samantha 
Flores, sophomore Paige 
Blauvelt and freshman 
Annie Richters. Mean-
while, three-year let-
terman senior Jackson 
Tucker returns to lead 
the boys team along with 
junior Brayden Reddick 
and newcomers senior 
Gavin Trabert, junior 
Erik Austerman and 
freshmen Caden Richter 
and Daniel Tucker.

Contact Josh Brown at 
(937) 552-2132, or follow 
@TroyDailySports on 
Twitter.

Troy swimming aims at division title

File photo courtesy Lee Woolery | Speedshot Photo
Troy’s Joe Dutton competes during a meet last season.
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