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TROY — Matt Burg-
bacher sat in his offi ce 
after practice this summer, 
naming off all the touch-
downs his team scored last 
season that didn’t involve 
quarterback Hayden Kot-
wica or running back Josh 
Browder, both of whom 
have since graduated.

It didn’t take the Troy 
football coach long to go 
down the list.

“There was the pass 
from Andrew Ray to 
Hayden Jackson against 
Fairborn, Marc Scordia had 
a touchdown run against 

Sidney and I think Sammy 
Jackson had a touchdown 
run early in the season,” 
Burgbacher said.

He nailed it.
Of the 52 touchdowns 

scored by Troy’s offense 
last year, 49 were touch-
down runs, passes or 
receptions involving Kot-
wica or Browder (or both). 
While the loss of that much 
offense might be discon-
certing for some coaches, 
it’s not weighing too heav-
ily on Burgbacher’s mind.

“We obviously lost a lot 
of point production from 
last year,” Burgbacher 
said. “Those guys were 
both great football play-

ers. But we feel like we 
are in a position right now 
of reloading instead of 
rebuilding. We’ve got guys 
who have been playing in 
our system for three years 
right now. I think they saw 
last year what the expecta-
tions are for this offense 
and what this offense is 
capable of doing.

“I know we will still 
score points this year, but 
I think you may see those 
points spread around a 
little more than they were 
last year. Instead of two 
guys doing all of the scor-
ing, you may see a bunch 
of guys doing the scoring. 
We are still going to be an 
up-tempo offense that plays 
very fast.”

The leading candidate 
to replace Kotwica — who 
graduated as the second-
leading passer in school 
history — is senior Sam 
Coleman, who played wide 
receiver last year but has 
plenty of quarterback expe-
rience in his past. Backing 
him up will be sophomore 
Brayden Siler and junior 

Jacob Adams. None of 
those three have thrown 
a varsity pass in their 
careers.

“Sam played quarterback 
all through junior high,” 
Burgbacher said. “He was 
the quarterback on the 
freshman team and then 
played JV quarterback 
on Saturday mornings as 
a sophomore, so he’s got 
experience at quarterback. 
He took over a leadership 
role right from the get-go. 
He got guys out and throw-
ing the ball last spring. He’s 
the one we are most com-
fortable with right now, 
and we feel like he’s got a 
huge upside.”

Replacing Browder — 
who carried the ball 190 
times for 1,467 yards and 
19 touchdowns, along with 
24 catches for 437 yards 
and fi ve touchdowns last 
season — may be a com-
mittee of running backs.

Shane Shoop has 
emerged as the front run-
ner, although Jayden Culp-
Bishop and Sam Jackson 
could fi gure heavily into 

the mix as well, particularly 
early in the season. All 
three are juniors. Junior 
Zane Drake and sopho-
mores Kevin Walters and 
Carlos Quintero also could 
see carries at some point in 

the season.
“This is the deepest 

we’ve been at running back 
since I’ve been here,” Burg-
bacher said. “All of these 
guys are good running 
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Red Storm Rising
Troy looks to continue to build on its success
By David Fong
dfong@aimmediamidwest.com

TROY — The sequel 
almost never turns out as 
good as the original.

Sure, there are always 
exceptions, but for every 
“The Godfather Part II,” 
there are far too many 
“Caddyshack II” or “Rocky 
V” movies.

The original is special 
for a reason. Most any-
thing that follows is going 
to fail to capture that same 
magic that made us fall in 
love with something the 
fi rst time around. Trying to 
capture that same lightning 
in a bottle twice is a fool’s 
errand.

Last year, the Troy 
football team produced a 
blockbuster of a season. 
After a four-year stretch 
that saw the Trojans go 
10-30 — including a com-
bined 3-17 the previous 
two years — they created a 
comeback story Hollywood 
likely would have rejected 
for being too over-the-top 
and schmaltzy.

On the heels of so much 
abject failure, Troy went 
10-2, churning out just 
the ninth 10-win season in 
school history. They won 
a league or conference 
title for the fi rst time since 
2000, beating hated rival 
Piqua — to whom they 
had lost four years in a 
row — to clinch the crown. 
The Trojans also fi nished 
the season state ranked, 
earned their fi rst trip to 
the playoffs since 2011 and 
won their fi rst playoff game 
since 2000.

Not only were the Tro-
jans a critical success, but 
they were a success at the 
box offi ce, as well. Troy, 
a football-crazed town 
starved for a winner, got 
behind the team — which 
featured a cast largely 
made up of unknowns; it 
wasn’t exactly a start-stud-
ded affair — and fi lled up 
Troy Memorial Stadium in 
ways that hadn’t been seen 
in nearly 20 years.

It was the perfect script 

brought to life by the best 
actors under the direction 
of a talented coach.

So what do the Trojans 
do for a sequel this season?

Quite simply, they don’t.
Troy football coach Matt 

Burgbacher knows what 
happened isn’t likely to be 
replicated again — which 
isn’t to say they won’t 
win football games, it just 
won’t have the same unex-
pected feel to it — this 
fall, and he’s OK with that. 
Burgbacher isn’t so much 
concerned about creating 
the rare successful sequel; 
he’d much rather create a 
franchise — think James 
Bond or Star Wars — that 
is around for the long haul.

“Last year was great — 
but it’s in the past now,” 
Burgbacher said. “There 
are certainly things we can 
learn from what happened 
last year and we’ll use 
those lessons this year, but 
you know what? There are 
also things we learned from 
2015 when we only won 
two games, and we’ll try to 
use those lessons here, too. 
But ultimately, this year’s 
team controls its own 
destiny. They are going to 
have to accomplish what 
they want to accomplish on 
their own.

“We don’t want to be a 
one-year wonder, but we 
also don’t want to be a two-
year wonder. We want to 
build a program that stands 
the test of time. We want 
to build a program that 
people are talking about 
many years from now. 
We want what we accom-
plished last year to be just 
the start of something 
much bigger.”

Getting to this point 
wasn’t easy. Burgbacher 
said when he accepted the 
job at Troy in the spring 
of 2015, he found a team 
that was not only lacking 
in many of the physical 
abilities to be successful on 
the football fi eld, but also 
a team whose spirit seem-
ingly was broken.

“The fi rst thing we had 
to do was change the men-

tality,” he said. “We needed 
some positive things to 
happen. For every bad 
thing that happens, some-
thing good can happen. We 
needed to change the atmo-
sphere of the program. 
Losing is something that 
can be very contagious. 
We wanted to change that 
atmosphere and show kids 
the program was changing.

“To do that, we had to 
get the kids’ trust. Those 
kids had no idea who we 
were or what we were 
about — and by the same 
token, we didn’t know the 
kids or what they were 
about.”

Changing the atmo-
sphere was easier said than 
done, Burgbacher soon 
found. It didn’t help that he 
had limited access to his 
team that fi rst spring, as he 
still was teaching in Fort 
Loramie and never got the 
chance to interact with his 
players during the course 
of the school day. Every 
day after school, however, 
Burgbacher would hop in 
his red Jeep and make the 
45-minute drive from Fort 
Loramie to Troy to help 
strength and conditioning 
coach Aaron Gibbons over-
see the offseason workouts.

He wasn’t always pleased 
with what he saw.

“It was a day-to-day 
process,” Burgbacher said. 
“Some days I would show 
up and there would be 12 
kids in the weightroom. 
The next day there may be 
40 kids there. There was 
no consistency.”

Little by little, however, 
Burgbacher began to win 
the hearts and minds of 
his charges. Again, though, 
change did not happen 
overnight for the Trojans. 

Burgbacher’s fi rst year, 
Troy went 2-8.

“It’s easy to tell kids 
things, but they also want 
to see results,” Burgbacher 
said. “I know there were 
times the kids began to 
question what we were 
doing; if they were doing 
all of the right things, why 
weren’t we winning football 
games? As coaches, we had 
to keep preaching to them 
that the wins would come 
if they believed in us and 
what we were telling them. 
That’s where the trust fac-
tor comes in. That’s why it 
was so important to earn 
the trust of the kids right 
from the beginning.”

Troy’s kids kept believ-
ing and, perhaps quicker 
than anyone — even Burg-

bacher — expected, the 
wins started piling up last 
season.

“Usually it takes three 
or four years to build a 
program and a true foun-
dation,” Burgbacher said. 
“We may have been able to 
accelerate things by a year. 
Now this year is going 
to be a huge year for us. 
This is what is expected at 
Troy, and we think the kids 
understand that.”

In Burgbacher’s mind, 
it’s not something that 
needs to happen just this 
year, but for many years to 
come.

“Nothing ever comes 
easy,” he said. “The bot-
tom line, we are still Troy 
football. We have a lot of 
tradition and a lot of his-

tory. We wanted to bring 
back that tradition. We 
want to make our mark on 
this program. Troy has had 
great programs before, and 
they’ll have great programs 
long after I’m gone and 
all of these kids are gone. 
We want to be a part of 
that tradition. We don’t 
want to be remembered as 
a good team; we want to 
be remembered as a great 
team. We want to leave our 
mark on this program for a 
long time to come.”

Which would be better 
than any sequel Hollywood 
could possibly come up 
with.

Contact David Fong at dfong@
aimmedia.com; follow him on 
Twitter @thefong

Anthony Weber | Troy Daily News
The 2017 Troy High School football team looks to build on last season’s success.
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Troy coach Matt Burgbacher talks to his team after its win over Bellefontaine last season.
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Logan Hubbard (left) and Christian Nation 
share a hug after last season’s thrilling 
playoff victory over Cincinnati Anderson.

Anthony Weber | Troy Daily News
Troy’s Spencer Klopfenstein (84) and Kobe Feltner 
celebrate a touchdown last season.

Troy to spread the ball around on off ense

Photo Courtesy of Lee Woolery | Speedshot Photo
Senior Kameron Block (65) returns at guard for the Trojans this 
season.

2017 FOOTBALL SCHEDULE
8/25 at Trotwood 7 p.m.
8/31 Xenia 7 p.m.
9/8 Bellefontaine 7 p.m.
9/15 Fairborn 7 p.m.
9/22 at Miamisburg 7 p.m.
9/29 at Tippecanoe 7 p.m.
10/6 Butler 7 p.m.
10/13 at Sidney 7 p.m.
10/20 Greenville 7 p.m.
10/27 Piqua 7 p.m.
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backs. It may be by committee early in the 
season, because Shoop will be starting on 
defense (at linebacker), too. So we’ve got 
to be careful with him, especially early in 
the season when it’s warmer. But we feel 
like we’ve got a stable of running backs we 
can bring in there to give him a rest.”

Quarterback and running back weren’t 
the only places the Trojans suffered heavy 
losses on offense. Both of its starting tack-
les from last season, Travis Hall and Dylan 
Sedam, are off to play college football at 
Notre Dame College and Capital Univer-
sity, respectively. The interior of the line 
does return intact, however.

The leading candidates at the tackle 
positions are juniors Gage Forsythe 
(6-foot-1, 310 pounds) and Nathan Garber 
(6-4, 246). Backing them up will be junior 
Jesse Westmeyer (6-5, 231) and senior 
Logan Hubbard (6-1, 280). Returning 
at the guard spots are seniors Kameron 
Block (5-10, 270) and Drew Smith (6-3, 
262). Backing them up will be Hubbard, 
juniors Garret Jones (5-8, 223), Marshall 
Brueckman (5-10, 201) and Zach Nis-
wonger (6-1, 193) and sophomore Tito 
Fuentes (5-10, 262).

A battle for the starting center spot has 
emerged between senior incumbent Rase 

Darrow (5-8, 226) and Hubbard. Junior 
Brandon Hicks (6-1, 284) is a third option 
at center.

“Obviously losing two starting tackles is 
a huge loss, especially with how much we 
ask them to get out on pass protection,” 
Burgbacher said. “Our tackles were on an 
island quite often. We also ask our tackles 
to pull a lot. They can’t be just big guys 
sitting out there. Our two starting tackles 
put in a lot of work on the offseason to 
be successful. They are a lot stronger and 
more fl eet of foot.

Plus, we’ve got our entire interior line 
back, which should help things. Those 
three guys all played last year, and we 
knew what we can get from them. We’ve 
just got to work to continue to improve 

there. We can’t be complacent. Up front 
is where the nastiness starts. We want 
our offensive line to allow us to push the 
tempo. We ask a lot of our offensive line.”

The one area where Troy does return 
plenty of experience is at wide receiver 
and tight end.

The Trojans return junior tight end 
Spencer Klopfenstein (6-4, 211) who is 
quickly emerging as a high-level college 
prospect. Last season he caught 19 passes 
for 289 yards and two touchdowns. Also 
back are both slot receivers, senior Matt 
McGillivary and junior Kobe Feltner. 
McGillivary had 10 catches for 143 yards 
and two touchdowns last season, while 
Feltner had 11 catches for 181 yards and 
two touchdowns.

Starting at the wide receiver spots 
will be seniors Zach Boyer and Derek 
McDonagh. Both played almost exclu-
sively at cornerback for the Trojans last 
year. Also seeing time at wide receiver 
could be Adams, senior Austin Kloeker, 
juniors Mark Summers and Jacob Shoop 
and sophomores Tucker Raskay and Aus-
tin Stanaford.

“We are going to fi nd out who among 
those eight guys are ready to play on 
Friday nights,” Burgbacher said. “We can 
only play three or four at a time, so those 
guys are all going to be fi ghting for playing 
time, which is a good thing. That competi-
tion makes everyone better.”

Contact David Fong at dfong@aimmediamidwest.com; 
follow him on Twitter @thefong
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Photo Courtesy of Lee Woolery | Speedshot Photo
The Troy football team runs out onto the field prior to the start of one of its games last season.

Troy returns starters, 
swagger on defense
By David Fong
dfong@aimmediamidwest.com

Playing defense — and playing it 
well — isn’t about well-disguised blitz 
packages, intricate coverages or any 
other schematic advantages.

Sometimes, it really just does come 
down to getting to the ball and tack-
ling.

Which is how Troy football coach 
Matt Burgbacher described how his 
team went from giving up 30.6 points 
and 353.0 yards per game in 2014 and 
32.3 points and 442.3 yards per game 
in 2015 to a team that gave up 15.8 
points and 255.9 yards per game last 
season.

There was no magic formula or sud-
den revelation amongst the coaching 
staff — quite simply, it came down to 
better execution and tackling.

“I think part of it was better execu-
tion — we had guys in the right place 
at the right time — but I also think we 
just became a better tackling team last 
year,” Burgbacher said. “Most of the 
time when we made fi rst contact with 
a guy, he was going down. I think some 
of that goes back to our mental attitude 
change. We had guys who played with a 
little swagger last year.”

With eight starters returning off last 
year’s defense, Burgbacher is counting 
on that swagger — and tackling — to 
continue again this season. In fact, it 
may be critical early in the season as 
Troy’s offense — which features new 
starters at quarterback, running back 
and both tackle spots — fi nds its foot-
ing.

The Trojans feature plenty of size, 
talent and depth along its defensive 
line. Returning at noseguard are senior 
Logan Hubbard (6-foot-1, 280 pounds) 
and junior Gage Forsythe (6-1, 310), 
both of whom saw extensive playing 
time at that position last year. Junior 
Hayden Wood (6-1, 260) will back 
them up at that position.

Returning at one defensive tackle 
spot is All-Ohio selection Joah Schrick-
er (6-1, 206), a senior who led the 
Trojans in sacks and tackles for loss a 
year ago. Returning at the other defen-
sive tackle spot will be senior Christian 
Nation (5-10, 247), who will be back 
for his third year on the defensive line. 
Pushing for playing time at the defen-
sive tackle positions will be seniors 
Zach Schwaush (5-10, 204) who moves 
to a down lineman position after 
starting at inside linebacker last year, 
Kameron Block (5-10, 270) and Deven 
Sturgeon (5-7, 188).

“At those three positions, we feel 
like we have fi ve starters returning,” 
Burgbacher said. “Hubbard and For-
sythe were basically both starters at 
the nose, while Nation and Schricker 
both started at the tackle spots. Then 

we have Schwaush, who was a starter 
at linebacker. We’ve got a lot of depth 
on our defensive line. I know a lot of 
teams would love to have some of our 
back-ups starting for them.”

Perhaps the biggest hole for fi ll for 
the Trojans on defense will be at line-
backer, where they lose outside line-
backer Will Brumfi eld and inside line-
backer Michael Murray, both three-year 
starters. Brumfi eld was the emotional 
leader of the defense, while Murray 
made all the defensive calls on the fi eld 
for the front seven.

“Losing Michael Murray leaves a 
huge void,” Burgbacher said. “He was 
the quarterback of our front seven. His 
strength was getting guys in the right 
spot. Guys didn’t have to think — they 
just had to listen. Defensively, he got 
everyone on the same page.”

The most likely candidate to fi ll Mur-
ray’s spot is junior Blake Burton, who 
saw a fair amount of playing time — 
mostly on special teams — toward the 
end of last season. At the other inside 
linebacker position will be junior Shane 
Shoop, who — despite not moving into 
a starting role until the fourth game of 
the season — fi nished with 69 tackles, 
four sacks, four forced fumbles, two 
recovered fumbles and three intercep-
tions, one of which he returned 75 
yards for a touchdown.

Also competing for playing time at 
inside linebacker will be senior Keiran 
Williams and junior Zane Drake.

Returning at one outside linebacker 
spot is fi ery senior John Wehrkamp, 
an All-Southwest District selection last 
year. At the other outside linebacker 
will be either junior Spencer Klopfen-
stein, junior Garrett Jones, junior Zach 
Collett or sophomore Kevin Walters.

“It’s still a battle at the one inside 
linebacker position,” Burgbacher said. 
At the other one, we know what Shoop 
can do. Johnny is one of our leaders 
at the one outside linebacker spot and 
we’ve got a number of guys competing 
for the other. That’s good, because that 
competition helps everyone. Every day, 
we can see them getting better and bet-
ter and better.”

In the defensive backfi eld, Troy loses 
free safety Jake Anderson. To replace 
him, Burgbacher plans on moving Zach 
Boyer — a starter at cornerback since 
his freshman year — from corner to 
safety. At strong safety will be junior 
Sam Jackson, who also has been play-
ing on varsity since his freshman year. 
Jackson — who is receiving looks from 
a number of Division I colleges — led 
the team with seven interceptions last 
year, one of which he returned for a 
touchdown.

The third safety will be sophomore 
Brayden Siler, who can play either 
spot. Also seeing time at safety will be 
sophomore Weston Smith and juniors 

Defensive 
lineman 
Joah 
Schricker 
earned 
All-Ohio 
honors 
for the 
Trojans 
last 
season.

Sam Jackson (left) makes a tackle in Troy’s 
playoff game against Miamisburg last season.

Photos Courtesy of Lee Woolery | Speedshot Photo
Logan Hubbard returns at noseguard for the Trojans this year.

Defensive lineman Gage Forsythe (77) stuffs a 
Greenville running back for a loss last season.

Jacob Shoop and Jacob Adams.
Returning at one cornerback spot 

will be senior Derek McDonagh. The 
other starting cornerback will be junior 
Kobe Feltner, who was Troy’s nickel 
back last season. They’ll be backed 
up by sophomores Tucker Raskay and 
Austin Stanaford.

“We’ve got four guys back with a lot 
of varsity experience in our defensive 
backfi eld,” Burgbacher said. “We’ve 
got three starters back, plus our nickel. 
That’s a lot of varsity experience. 

That’s got to be reassuring, too, for the 
front line of our defense, knowing what 
we’ve got back there.”

Siler, Raskay and senior Austin 
Kloeker all are battling it out for 
kicking duties. Siler is the leading 
candidate to handle kickoffs and extra 
points, while Raskay could handle most 
of the fi eld goal duties. Raskay is the 
starting punter, while Jacob Shoop 
serving as his back up.

Contact David Fong at dfong@aimmediamidwest.com; 
follow him on Twitter @thefong

From page 2

Offense

David Fong | Troy Daily News
Sam Coleman, shown here during preseason 
camp, will take over as Troy’s starting 
quarterback this fall.
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By Josh Brown
jbrown@troydailynews.com

TROY — Its first 
undefeated regular 
season under longtime 
coach Richard Phillips. 
The leading goal scorer 
in the Greater Western 
Ohio Conference. Run-
ner-up finishes in both 
the GWOC American 
North Division and the 
sectional tournament.

The Troy boys soccer 
team had a historically 
successful season last 
year.

After graduating a 
group of 11 seniors 
though, a group includ-
ing leading scorer Grant 
Holland, off of a team 
that went 16-1-2, the 
Trojans still have high 
expectations and will 
look to both ride the 
momentum that the pro-
gram built up last season 
while also fitting in a 
collection of new players 
into its system.

“Even though we set 
the bar that high last 
year, we just have to 
look at how real it is this 
year,” Phillips said. “We 
lost 11 players last year. 

But expectations … we 
wouldn’t expect to have 
an undefeated season 
last year, but we had 
a few breaks here and 
there and we ended up 
that way. With this year, 
we have to look at the 
returning players that we 
have and what we expect 
out of them.

“Expectations are high, 
but not an undefeated 
season. We just have to 
get out there and focus 
on our main goal, which 
is the GWOC North.”

The Trojans return 
seven players from last 
year’s team on a roster of 
16, meaning the veterans 
will be leaned on early 
in the season while the 
new players find ways to 
contribute.

“We have seven return-
ing players from last 
year, so they’re the ones 
that are going to have 
to carry most of the 
load early until we get 
everybody integrated in,” 
Phillips said. “We’ve got 
to get the new players 
integrated into our sys-
tem, what we expect out 
of them and what they 
need to do.”

Junior Bailey Webb, 
with four goals and eight 
assists, is the Trojans’ 
leading returning scorer 
and will play either up 
front or in the midfield, 
and junior Alex Bridge 
will also be an impact 
player on the outside. 
Juniors Connor Hubbell 
and Kasheen Perdue and 
Elijah Sadler, the team’s 
lone senior, will be key in 
the midfield, with Sadler 
also able to play outside. 
And Reece Sherman, a 
sophomore, and Joey 
Sheehan will help anchor 
the team’s defense.

“Those are the players 
that are going to carry 
the load early. I look at it 
as building, not rebuild-
ing,” Phillips said. “We 
have to be confident that 
when we get done with 
our preseason condition-
ing and scrimmages, 
we’ll be ready to go in 
the GWOC. Getting 
ready will be a grind, but 
it’s also an eye opener 
in that when we get into 
the GWOC and play big-
ger teams, we’ll be able 

to compete.”
In Troy’s large group 

of young players, sopho-
more Elijah Williams 
will likely play up top 
on offense, and Nicholas 
Griswold will take over 
the vacated goalkeeper 
spot. But beyond that, 
the Trojans haven’t been 
able to get better looks 
at other players thanks to 
some preseason injuries.

“Those two right now 
stand out for us. We just 
have to wait and see 
how things work out,” 
Phillips said. “Right 
now we’re fighting a few 
nagging injuries, and 
it’s been a pretty hard 
grind for us. We need 

to sort things out with 
our scrimmages, but we 
also need to come out of 
them healthy, and we’re 
not healthy right now.”

Troy learned last sea-
son, even while going 
undefeated, that it has 
to be on top of its game 
every night in the new 
GWOC American North 
Division. The Trojans 
tied Greenville 2-2 in 
their division opener 
and, needing a victory 
over division newcomer 
Tippecanoe to claim the 
title, tied the Red Devils 
1-1 to finish half a game 
behind Tippecanoe and 
in second place.

“You have the three 
teams that are very com-

petitive in Tippecanoe, 
Butler and Sidney — 
but then who would’ve 
thought that we’d tie 
Greenville last year?” 
Phillip said. “That was 
a game that everyone 
thought we should’ve 
won, and we didn’t. 
When you go out there, 
you have to be able to 
compete, both with the 
better teams and with 
the teams that aren’t as 
good, because they’re 
going to come out and 
work just as hard.

“On any given night, 
anything can happen.”

Contact Josh Brown at (937) 552-
2132, or follow @TroyDailySports 
on Twitter.
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Troy volleyball aiming for 6 straight
By Josh Brown
jbrown@troydailynews.com

TROY — The Troy volleyball 
team knows exactly what it 
wants.

“They obviously have their 
goals,” Troy coach Michelle Owen 
said. “They want to win that sixth 
division title in a row. Last year, 
we won the fi fth in a row, and 
they want to push that to six. And 
our second goal is to get back 
to districts — we fell a little bit 
short last year. Those are two of 
the bigger goals.”

The Trojans enter the 2017 
season having won 35 straight 
division matches, including going 
15-0 in the newly-formed Greater 
Western Ohio Conference Ameri-
can North Division last season in 
winning their fi fth consecutive 
division championship. And with 
the returning fi repower the team 
boasts this year, Troy is the odds-
on favorite to accomplish its goal 
of winning a sixth one.

Among the graduates off of 
last year’s team was middle hitter 
Katie DeMeo, who will play Divi-
sion I college volleyball at West 
Virginia University in the fall.

“We lose Katie, but we still 
have a strong returning presence 
in other kids,” Owen said. “And 
those other kids are eager to fi nd 
ways to score and contribute, and 
they’re hungry for success. It’s a 
good combination of returners 
and newcomers who want to fi nd 
ways to win.”

Troy returns three seniors in 
three key spots — outside hitter 
Camryn Moeller, setter Dana 
Wynkoop and defensive specialist 
Kearston Riley. Moeller — who 
committed to play D-I college vol-
leyball at the University of Toledo 
in the offseason — led the team 
in kills with 209 last season, fi ve 
more than DeMeo, and Wynkoop 
had 200 assists, second on the 
team as she recovered from an 

injury.
Stepping in to fi ll the hole 

in the middle left by DeMeo is 
junior Gabbi Johnson, who had a 
solid season at middle last year, 
as well. Junior Alex Holland, a 
defensive specialist last season, 
is taking over the libero spot this 
year, and junior Payton Riley will 
be an outside/right side hitter. 
Sophomore outside hitter Lauren 
Schmitz also returns and hopes 
to fi nd more ways to contribute 
offensively.

“Camryn is strong, and Dana 
is 100 percent after last season 
and is excited to play,” Owen 
said. “Gabbi is playing well right 
now, and she was our leading 
blocker last season. Alexa has 
taken ownership at libero and is 
really excelling in that role. She’s 
got an aggressive serve, and her 
demeanor on the court has really 
helped in the preseason so far. 
Defensively, we’re right where we 
need to be.”

Sophomore right side hitter 
Kate Orban is new to the team 
this year, stepping up from the 
JV squad. And sophomore Carly 
Pfeiffer will help add depth at 
middle hitter.

“Kate is transitioning to play 
right side on varsity and is a 
quick learner,” Owen said. “She’s 
had a tremendous preseason, 
is contributing offensively and 
defensively, is incredibly hard 
working and is eager to fi ll holes 
and make the team better. She’s 
going to be an impact player and 
score a lot. And Carly is fi lling 
that second middle spot vacated 
by Katie. She tore it up blocking-
wise playing club in the summer, 
and offensively she’s connecting 
really well with Dana right now.

“We fi lled that middle hole a 
lot better than we expected. We 
defi nitely miss Katie’s size, but 
the productivity we’re getting 
between Gabbi and Carly, we’re 
hoping that we don’t really miss 

a beat.”
Not missing a beat will help 

in division play, as well. Last 
year, Tippecanoe fi nished second 
behind Troy at 12-3, and Owen 
expects the Red Devils to be the 
primary competition this season, 
as well.

“We feel Tipp will be strong,” 
Owen said. “Butler has a coach-
ing change, so we really don’t 
know what they’ll bring to the 
table. Piqua graduated some kids, 
Sidney had a stronger program 
than in years past last year. We 
hope to see strong competition 
throughout the league.”

Troy’s non-league schedule got 
tougher, as well.

“We dropped the Troy Invita-
tional in hopes of boosting up our 
non-conference schedule since 
we only get seven games,” Owen 
said. “So those seven games are 
incredibly tough. It’s going to be 
a challenge for us every night, but 
it’s going to help us get better. It’s 
what we need.

“We’re excited. We obviously 
have a strong tradition, and these 
girls know and want to build on 
it.”

Contact Josh Brown at (937) 552-2132, or 
follow @TroyDailySports on Twitter.

Anthony Weber/Troy Daily News file
Troy volleyball coach Michelle Owen talks to her team during last year’s 
sectional final.

2017 VOLLEYBALL SCHEDULE
8/22 Greenville 7 p.m.
8/24 Sidney 7 p.m.
8/26 at Miami East 12:30 p.m.
8/29 at Butler 7 p.m.
8/31 at Tippecanoe 7 p.m.
9/2 Centerville 12:30 p.m.
9/5 Piqua 7 p.m.
9/11 Beaverceek 7 p.m.
9/12 Fairborn 7 p.m.
9/14 at Stebbins 7 p.m.
9/19 Trotwood 7 p.m.
9/21 at West Carrollton 7 p.m.
9/23 at New Bremen TBA
9/26 at Xenia 7 p.m.
9/27 Fenwick 7 p.m.
9/28 at Greenville 7 p.m.
10/3 at Sidney 7 p.m.
10/5 Butler 6 p.m.
10/10 Tippecanoe 7 p.m.
10/12 at Piqua 7 p.m.

Expectations high for Troy boys soccer

Josh Brown | Troy Daily News file
Troy’s Bailey Webb chases the ball down during last year’s sectional final.

2017 BOYS SOCCER 
SCHEDULE
8/22 at Bellefontaine 7:15 p.m.
8/24 Northmont 7:15 p.m.
8/26 at Lebanon 1 p.m.
8/29 at Fairborn 7:15 p.m.
8/31 Stebbins 7:15 p.m.
9/5 at Trotwood 7:15 p.m.
9/7 West Carrollton 7:15 p.m.
9/12 Xenia 7:15 p.m.
9/14 at Greenville 7:15 p.m.
9/19 at Sidney 7:15 p.m.
9/26 Butler 7:15 p.m.
9/28 Wayne 7:15 p.m.
10/3 Tippecanoe 7:15 p.m.
10/7 Tecumseh 2:45 p.m.
10/10 at Piqua 7:15 p.m.
10/12 at Springfi eld 7 p.m.

Anthony Weber/Troy Daily News file
Troy’s Camryn Moeller makes a diving save during a match last season.
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Troy girls soccer team built on speed
By David Fong
dfong@aimmediamidwest.com

TROY — After losing 
four starters to graduation 
— and his All-Ohio leading 
scorer to injury — Troy 
girls soccer coach Michael 
Rasey knows how young 
his team is going into this 
season.

He’s hoping he has a 
secret weapon to make up 
for all of that inexperience, 
however.

“This might be the quick-
est team I’ve ever had,” 
said Rasey, who guided the 
Trojans to a third-place fin-
ish in the Greater Western 
Ohio Conference American 
North Division last season. 
“We’ve had teams in the 
past that have had a hand-
ful of fast girls, but I don’t 
know that I’ve ever had this 
much overall team speed 
before.

“A lot of credit for that 
goes to (Troy strength 
and conditioning) Coach 
(Aaron) Gibbons. He does 
a great job working with 
our girls, and now it seems 
like we’ve got speed com-
ing out of the woodwork. 
I think our speed is going 
to shock some people. It’s 
going to keep other teams 
honest — they are going 

to have to account for that. 
A lot of our attack will be 
be sparked by our team 
speed.”

Rasey is hoping that 
team speed can cover up 
for the loss not only of its 
graduating seniors, but also 
the loss of leading scorer 
Ciena Miller, who likely 
will miss her entire junior 
season as a result of an 
injury suffered while play-
ing with her club soccer 
team earlier this year. She 
led the team with 10 goals 
and five assists last year, 
earning All-Ohio honors in 
the process.

While Troy will miss 
Miller’s services, it does 
still return its next four 
leading scorers from last 
season in junior Kenzie 
Evans (nine goals and four 
assists last year), senior 
Olivia Westfall (four goals, 
five assists), senior Hannah 
Widener (three goals, four 
assists) and senior Sydney 
Short (three goals, four 
assists).

Evans, Widener and 
Short will anchor the mid-
field for the Trojans, where 
they’ll be joined by junior 
Erika Innes and fresh-
man Chamber Browning. 
Juniors Megan Mallott and 
Josie Rohlfs, sophomores 

Audrey Brumfield, Lily 
Magoteaux and Anna 
Burghardt also will see 
plenty of time in the mid-
field for the Trojans.

“Our midfield is one 
of our strongest groups,” 
Rasey said. “Evans was our 
second-leading scorer and 
Widener will give us a lot 
of senior leadership there. 
We’ve got a lot of kids we 
can play there.”

At the forward spots for 
the Trojans will be Westfall, 
junior Kiyha Adkins, fresh-
man Julianna Williams, 
junior Caitlin Palivec and 
senior Abby Innes.

“Kiyha Adkins is a kid 
who really came on for us 
late in the year last year,” 
Rasey said. “She was a JV 
call-up who played great at 
the end of the year. She’s 
looked good this summer 
and really seems to have 
rededicated herself to soc-
cer. Olivia Westfall came 
back from an ACL injury 
and looks really good. Juli-
anna Williams is very fast.”

Juniors Lily Clouser and 
Josalyn Abrams both return 
on defense for Troy. They’ll 
be joined by a trio of sopho-
mores in Abby Westfall, 
Laura Borchers and Jillian 
Peltier.

“Defensively, we may be 

a little young, but they are 
all solid players,” Rasey 
said.

In goal will be senior 
Molly Miller. After splitting 
time with Arianna Garcia 
the past two seasons, Mill-
er has the goalie position 
all to herself this year. Last 
year, she recorded 89 saves, 
a .890 saves percentage and 
3.5 shutouts while sharing 
time in the net.

“She’s our x-factor,” 
Rasey said. “The position is 
all hers this year. She’s one 
of the best goalkeepers in 
Dayton. Having her in goal 
is going to keep us in every 
game we play this season.”

Contact David Fong at dfong@
aimmediamidwest.com; follow him on 
Twitter @thefong.

Anthony Weber | Troy Daily News
Troy’s Lily Clouser keeps her eyes on the ball during a game last 
season.

Troy girls cross country 
team focused on the future
By David Fong
dfong@aimmediamidwest.com

TROY — Kevin Alexander may 
teach history for a living, but when 
it comes to his cross country team, 
he doesn’t obsess over it.

“To me, this is a new year,” the 
Troy girls cross country coach said. 
“I couldn’t tell you how many times 
in a row we’ve won the (Greater 
Western Ohio Conference) North 
Division. To me, it’s always about 
what’s next. This is a new year, 
and we’ve got a new group of kids. 
I want to make sure we are always 
moving forward.”

Which is why — even with five of 
its top seven runners returning from 
last season — Alexander refuses 
to spend one second dwelling on 
last season, which just happened 
to be the greatest in school history. 
Not only did the Trojans win the 
GWOC American North Division 
for the ninth year in a row (news to 
Alexander, no doubt), but they also 
captured the first overall GWOC 
title in school history, finished atop 
the final Division I state coach’s poll 
and finished as the runner-up at the 
Division I state meet.

“That’s all great,” Alexander said. 
“But it was last year.”

This year, Troy returns the bulk 
of its team from last year, which 
should give Alexander plenty to 
look forward to in the coming 
weeks.

Leading the way is senior Mor-
gan Gigandet, a two-time All-Ohio-
an in cross country (placing fourth 
as a junior and sixth last year) and 
a three-time state placer in the 
3,200 during track season. Also 
back are junior Olivia Tyre — who 
earned All-Ohio honors at the state 
cross country meet despite it being 
just her second year running cross 
country — seniors Emma Shigley 
and Megan Myers and junior Kate 
Pence.

Those five all have been on var-
sity every year they’ve been in high 
school and all have run on Troy’s 
past two state-qualifying teams. 
Both Gigandet and Shigley also 
were individual qualifiers as fresh-
men.

“Morgan still has another level 
she wants to reach,” Alexander 
said. “She is focused on reaching 
that level and, just like in years 
past, she is going to give everything 
she has in practice to attain that. 

She’s a once-in-a-lifetime runner 
that we’ve been lucky to have here. 
Tyre is a kid who kind of came out 
of nowhere at the state meet. She 
and Emma have been working so 
hard this summer. They’ve both 
been really going at it in practice, to 
the benefit of both of them. Emma 
is a kid who probably doesn’t get 
enough credit. At almost any other 
school, she’d be the superstar every-
one is talking about, but it hasn’t 
happened as much here because she 
just happens to be here at the same 
time as one of the best runners in 
the state of Ohio.

“Megan Myers is a kid who has 
a lot of experience. She banks on 
that experience every race. She’s a 
smart runner who runs a tactical 
race. Kate looked good in the early 
part of the summer. In early July, it 
looked like she was going to jump 
to another level. Then she had 
some injuries, which have slowed 
her down some. We want her to 
be ready for the second half of the 
season. We are going to take things 
slowly with her early and not worry 
as much about the first half of the 
season.”

After those five, however, the 
final two spots are very much up 
in the air, Alexander said. Senior 
Brooke Klopfenstein and sopho-
more Chloe Klawon would appear 
to be the front runners for those 
final two spots, but nothing is set in 
stone.

“Chloe Klawon and Brooke Klop-
fenstein both had very good track 
seasons last spring,” Alexander 
said. “We really want to see what 
they can do at the longer distances.”

Also competing for spots will be 
seniors Meredith Covault, Alyse 
Holter, Madison Rougier and Jac-
lyn Smith; junior Katie Castaneda; 
sophomores Megan Coate, Mar-
iCait Gillespie, Alayna Jones, Julia 
Rose Williams and Azalia Ali and 
freshmen Dinah Gigandet, Hannah 
Markeson and Rachel Shigley.

“We know all of our seniors will 
provide great leadership,” Alexan-
der said. “But after that, it remains 
to be seen what will happen. Right 
now, we’ve got a lot more questions 
than we do answers.

Contact David Fong at dfong@
aimmediamidwest.com; follow him on Twitter 
@thefong.

Photo Courtesy 
of Lee Woolery 
| Speedshot 
Photo
Troy junior 
Olivia Tyre 
(left) earned 
All-Ohio 
honors at last 
year’s state 
cross country 
meet.

2017 GIRLS SOCCER 
SCHEDULE
8/26 Fairborn 11:15 a.m.
8/28 at Centerville 7:15 p.m.
8/30 at Stebbins 7:15 p.m.
9/2 Trotwood 1 p.m.
9/6 at West Carrollton 7:15 p.m.
9/11 Springboro 7:15 p.m.
9/14 at Xenia 7:15 p.m.
9/16 Greenville 1 p.m.
9/20 Sidney 7:15 p.m.
9/25 Miamisburg 7:15 p.m.
9/27 at Butler 7:15 p.m.
10/2 Beavercreek 7:15 p.m.
10/4 at Tippecanoe 7:15 p.m.
10/9 at Northmont 7:15 p.m.
10/11 Piqua 7:15 p.m.
10/14 at Wayne 7 p.m.

Trojans golfers expecting successful season
By Josh Brown
jbrown@troydailynews.com

MIAMI COUNTY — In 
Mark Evilsizor’s four previous 
seasons, the Troy boys golf team 
has been able to leave its mark 
in one way or another.

So what does that mean for 
this year’s Trojans?

“I feel good about this year. 
Obviously, I’ve been blessed 
since I’ve been here with some 
really good golfers. And each 
team’s made its mark with 
something,” Evilsizor, the Troy 
boys golf coach, said. “Whether 
it’s been winning the GWOC 
(Greater Western Ohio Confer-
ence) North Division, or win-
ning a couple of invitationals, or 
Troy Moore going to state, or 
last year we won sectionals … 
it’s kind of exciting to see what 
this group’s going to do.”

The Trojans — who finished 
second in the GWOC American 
North Division last season, only 
to go on to win the Division I 
sectional tournament — will 
be short on experience after 
graduating four seniors from last 
year’s team. But with the two 
returners, Holden Scribner and 
Nate Uhlenbrock, that return, 
Troy will be looking to add a 
division title to its postseason 
success this year.

And those two returners have 
been mainstays in the Trojan 
lineup during their tenure with 
the team. Scribner, a junior, is 
a three-year letterwinner who 
missed qualifying for state as an 
individual by two strokes last 
year. And Uhlenbrock, a four-
year letterwinner and the team’s 
only senior, has been a steady 
scorer every season.

“Holden has been just a 
couple shots away from state 
both years,” Evilsizor said. “He’s 
hungry this year. He knows he’s 
got a shot. And since the major-
ity of the guys on the team are 
from his class, the junior class, 
he wants to be a leader. He has 
high expectations of himself, 
which is great, but sometimes 
that can hinder him. Sometimes 
he gets a little down on himself, 
so a key for him this year is to 
stay a little more even keel and 
take the good with the bad.

“Nate will be the first four-
year letterman that I’ve been 
with all four years. As a fresh-
man, he was real nervous at 
tryouts. This year, he joked and 
said ‘what a difference four years 
makes.’ He’s always been a solid 
player, had a great demeanor 
on the golf course, and he’s very 
solid in all facets of his game. 
He’s taking a leadership role this 
year, and he’s done a nice job.”

After that, though, previous 
varsity playing time is difficult 
to find — but drive and ambi-
tion isn’t.

“We don’t have that much 
experience,” Evilsizor said. “But 
the other guys have been in the 
program for a couple of years, 
and they’re into it. One thing 
that I’m grateful for is that I’ve 
got guys that want to play golf. 
I don’t have to bribe or trick 
kids — I’ve got guys that like 
to play, enjoy the game, they’re 
friends and they have friendly 
competition with one another. 
And that’s been nice.”

Juniors Zac Collin and Travis 
Bertram have separated them-
selves as the team’s third and 
fourth golfers, with four others 
competing for the final two 
spots.

“Zac’s got a good game,” 
Evilsizor said. “His scores have 
been consistent — and that was 
one of the knocks on last year’s 
team. On any given day, those 
seniors could have shot 39-40, 
but they also could’ve shot 
47-48. He’s got a solid game 
throughout. And Travis kind 

of reminds me of (graduate) 
Keaton Pfeiffer — he’s a little 
taller, he’s a good striker and 
he’s going to be a good player. 
Both he and Zac have a high 
ceiling. I think they can get bet-
ter, and get better in a hurry.”

Three more juniors — Nathan 
Henderson, Connor Stoltz and 
Chris DeMeo — and freshman 
Ryan Dowling will vie for the 
final two spots, which will likely 
stay up for grabs during the 
season.

“Right now, Nathan and Con-
nor will be in the Pre-GWOC 
and starting right away, but the 
other two are right there,” Evil-
sizor said. “And where this will 
help with these four guys is that 
it will breed competition, and 
hopefully it brings the best out 
in these guys. I’m going to play 
my best six golfers, that’s just 
how I’ve been and will always 
be. If you’re performing, you’ll 
keep playing. If you’re not, we’ll 
move you down, hopefully you’ll 
regain some confidence and 
we’ll bring you back up when 
we can.”

And while the Trojans may 
not have the experience of 
past teams, Evilsizor still feels 
like they can compete for the 
GWOC American North crown.

“Butler’s kind of a mystery, 
and kind of similar to us,” Evil-
sizor said. “After their top two, 
they don’t have a lot of experi-
ence. We’re confident we can 
compete for the division title, 
though. That’s the No. 1 goal. 
They’ve won three in a row now, 
and it’s time to bring it back 
to Troy. We don’t want Nate to 
graduate without having won 
one. And the way it’s set up, you 
can’t win the division without 
winning the Post-GWOC. That’s 
the way it should be — at the 
end of the season, you have to 
win.

“We’ve reached district every 
year I’ve been here. We won sec-
tional last year, so that’s where 
we are — win the division, win 
sectional, make it to districts 
and go from there. I think we 
have a team that will be success-
ful.”

And make its mark.

Contact Josh Brown at (937) 552-2132, 
or follow @TroyDailySports on Twitter.

2017 BOYS GOLF SCHEDULE
8/7 at Pre-GWOC 8:30 a.m.
8/8 at Miamisburg Invitational 8 a.m.
8/10 at Greenville Invitational 9 a.m.
8/14 Troy Invitational (at TCC) noon
8/17 at Greenville 9 a.m.
8/21 at Centerville 4 p.m.
8/22 at Sidney 3:30 p.m.
8/24 Northmont (at Miami Shores) 
4 p.m.
8/28 Northmont/CJ (at TCC) 3:45 
p.m.
8/31 Butler (at Miami Shores) 4 p.m.
9/5 at Fairmont Invitational 9 a.m.
9/9 at Christoff Memorial noon
9/12 at Piqua 3:30 p.m.
9/18 Tippecanoe (at TCC) 3:30 p.m.
9/19 at CJ 3:30 p.m.
9/21 at Fairmont 4 p.m.
9/25 at Tippecanoe 3:30 p.m.
9/28 at Post-GWOC 8:30 a.m.
9/30 at Butler Invitational 11 a.m.

File photo courtesy Lee Woolery/
Speedshot Photo

Troy’s Nathan Henderson hits 
a shot against Tippecanoe last 

season at Troy Country Club.
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New lineup coming for Troy tennis

By Josh Brown
jbrown@troydailynews.com

MIAMI COUNTY — A total of 54 wins 
and two division titles.

Over the past four seasons, the Troy ten-
nis team has known exactly what to expect 
going in.

But after the graduation of all three sin-
gles players — with a combined 11 years 
of varsity experience between them — this 
year the Trojans will, despite having a 
number of veteran faces on the team, will 
have an entirely new lineup as they begin 
the road back to the top of the Greater 
Western Ohio Conference American North 
Division.

“Hannah (Essick) and Maggie (Hen-
nessy) were fi rst and second singles all 
four years, and Ashley Bruns was third 
singles for the last three years,” Troy ten-
nis coach Mark Goldner said. “It’s just 
going to be a different year for us this year. 
We’ll have all new people playing singles, a 
couple people that played second doubles 
could move up to fi rst — it’s just going to 
be a big change for the program.”

But it’s not something entirely new to 
Goldner.

“I’ve been through it with the boys, 
yeah,” said Goldner, who is also Troy’s 
long-time boys tennis coach. “We’ve got 
12 girls out this year, which is nice. It’s just 
kind of a rebuilding process.”

And the Trojans have building blocks to 
start with.

Returning to the team are all four 
doubles players from last season: seniors 
Emma Kazmaier and Jackie Fulker, who 
played second doubles, and the fi rst 
doubles team of juniors Katie Sherrick 
and Hailey Taylor. And a fi fth returner is 
sophomore Mackenzie Nosker, who mostly 
played junior varsity but did play in a 
couple of varsity matches last season.

“Three of those girls will play singles, 
and the other two will play doubles — but 
we haven’t decided which yet,” Goldner 
said. “We lost all three singles players from 
last year, so all of the girls will be in all new 
positions this year. There isn’t going to be 
one person in the same position.”

Troy also has a host of young players 
competing to fi ll the rest of the spots.

“Sophomore Kit Wolke played some JV 
last year. She’s defi nitely in the mix for 
second doubles,” Goldner said. “And we’ve 

got a couple of freshmen, Cady Rhea and 
Kylie Ayers, who we’re looking at for a spot 
on doubles, and we have three other fresh-
men and a sophomore out that we’re going 
to bring on in the JV season.

“When you’re around as long as I’ve 
been around, you’re going to go through 
this. I look at it as a challenge. We’re going 
to get better as the year goes along. We’re 
going to take some lumps, sure, but the 
girls are going to play hard, they’re going 
to get better and I think we’re going to 
have a successful season.”

The Trojans entered last season with 
back-to-back division championships but 
ended up fi nishing second with a 9-1 
record behind 10-0 Butler. And this season, 
the GWOC American North looks just as 
tough.

“Greenville is probably the favorite, as 
they have 5 or 6 players coming back,” 
Goldner said. “Butler has two or three 
of their singles players back, too, and 
Tippecanoe is going to be much improved. 
Those will probably be the top three teams 
in the North.

“Really, our goal is to look from the start 
of the season to the end and see if we got 
better. I just want to see improvement in 
the team as we go along. And if we can 
squeak someone in at districts, that would 
be great.”

Contact Josh Brown at (937) 552-2132, or follow @
TroyDailySports on Twitter.

Even veteran faces will play in new places

Trojans look to see improvement
Miami County girls golf preview
By Josh Brown
jbrown@troydailynews.com

MIAMI COUNTY — After 
graduating an entire roster two 
seasons ago, last year served as 
something of a wake-up call for 
Troy’s all-new girls golf lineup.

“We have six girls returning 
from last year’s team, and I think 
they realize the effort it takes to 
put in to improving,” third-year 
Troy coach Matt Wibbeler said. 
“Even going a week without play-
ing, they realize what changes can 
take place.”

This season, the Trojans not 
only have a year of experience 
under their belts, but they also 
have the numbers, as 13 players 
will compete for varsity playing 
time and look to help Troy climb 
back to the top of the Greater 
Western Ohio Conference Ameri-
can North Division.

“We had some girls really put 
in some time in the offseason,” 
Wibbeler said. “It was really nice 
to see compared to the previous 
year where we really didn’t have 
that kind of commitment. The 
girls realized that if they do put 
the time in that they’re going to 
improve.

“We are sitting a lot better than 
what we were last year at this 
time, and we’re going to compete 
in a lot more matches than we did 
last year.”

The Trojans bring back three 
seniors from last year’s team. 
Leading the way is Carrigan 
Browning, who led the team 
with the ninth-best average in the 
GWOC American North last sea-
son, while fellow seniors Hannah 
Simister and Madison Stookey 
had the third- and fourth-best 
averages on the team.

Also back is junior Riley John-
son, who had the second-best 
average on the team last year, as 
well as Lauren Garlow and Cam-
eron Spencer.

The Trojans have more players 
looking to help the team, both 
now and in the future, as well.

“We have 13 solid players out 
this year,” Wibbeler said. “A lot 
of the girls we have coming out 
did put the time in, just like the 
ones we have returning. We still 
have work to do with rules and 
learning the game, but we’re 
defi nitely ahead of where we were 
last year.”

New to the team are fi rst-year 

junior Caitlin McClure, as well 
as junior Katherine Dunne and 
a host of freshmen — Paige 
Stuchell, Libbie Harnish, Emily 
Wenrich, Hallie Klosterman and 
Delaney Davis. And with the mix 
of experience for now and youth 
to build with, the Trojans have a 
solid mix.

“It really is, and we’re really 
happy as far as the athletic ability 
and the progress a lot of them 
have made,” Wibbeler said.

As far as the GWOC American 
North goes, though, the Trojans 
didn’t get the chance to see 
how they’d improved from the 
beginning of last season to its 
end — the postseason GWOC 

2017 GIRLS GOLF SCHEDULE
8/7 at Pre-GWOC 8:30 a.m.
8/8 at Miamisbirg Invitational 8 a.m.
8/14 at Greenville Invitational 8 a.m.
8/17 at Miamisburg 3 p.m.
8/21 at West Carrollton 3:30 p.m.
8/26 at Miami East Invitational 8:30 
a.m.
8/29 at CJ 4:30 p.m.
9/5 at Piqua 4 p.m.
9/6 at Northmont 3:30 p.m.
9/7 Butler 4 p.m.
9/11 Fairmont 4 p.m.
9/12 Greenville 4 p.m.
9/19 Tippecanoe 4 p.m.
9/20 at Beavercreek 4 p.m.
9/21 Northmont 4 p.m.
9/25 at Wayne 3:30 p.m.
9/27 at Post-GWOC 8:30 a.m.

2017 TENNIS SCHEDULE
8/14 at Tecumseh 4 p.m.
8/15 at West Carrollton 4 p.m.
8/17 at Northmont 4 p.m.
8/22 Fairborn 4:30 p.m.
8/23 Lehman 4:30 p.m.
8/24 at Stebbins 4 p.m.
8/26 at Schroeder Invitational 8:30 a.m.
8/28 Miamisburg 4 p.m.
8/29 Trotwood 4:30 p.m.
8/30 CJ 4 p.m.
9/5 at Xenia 4 p.m.
9/6 at Milton-Union 4 p.m.
9/7 Greenville 4 p.m.
9/12 Sidney 4 p.m.
9/14 at Butler 4 p.m.
9/18 at Wayne 4 p.m.
9/19 at Tippecanoe 4 p.m.
9/20 Fairmont 4:30 p.m.
9/21 Piqua 4 p.m.
9/25 Alster 4 p.m.
9/26 at Springfi eld 4:30 p.m.
9/28 at GWOC 8:30 a.m.
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GOOD LUCK AREA TEAMS!

Young Trojan boys 
look to compete in Nort h
By Josh Brown
jbrown@troydailynews.com

TROY — The Troy 
boys cross country team 
has now had a full year 
to get used to the idea of 
being without perennial 
state qualifi er Stephen 
Jones.

The Trojans also spent 
last season getting used 
to the presence of Divi-
sion II state powerhouse 
Tippecanoe entering the 
Greater Western Ohio 
Conference American 
North Division.

This season, as all of 
the big changes have 
already taken place and 
the team can settle in, 
the Trojans will be able 
to settle in and allow 
their veteran leaders to 
teach the young newcom-
ers — of which there are 
many — what is expected 
of them and what it takes 
to compete in the new 
GWOC American North 
landscape.

“Last year was our fi rst 
without Stephen, but we 
still had a decent amount 
of seniors with experi-
ence,” Troy boys cross 
country coach Phil Mat-
thews said. “This year, 
we’re very young. The 
bulk of our varsity squad 
is going to be made up 
of the younger guys this 
year.”

But that doesn’t mean 
the Trojans are complete-
ly without experience.

Returning this year is a 
trio of All-GWOC Ameri-
can League competitors 
from last season: seniors 
Andy Smith and Adam 
Falknor and junior Logan 
Huth. Smith earned fi rst 
team All-GWOC Ameri-
can, while both Falknor 
and Huth earned second 
team honors. Smith and 
Huth were both also 
top-20 fi nishers in the 
GWOC American League 
race last year, where the 
Trojans fi nished third as 
a team behind newcomer 

Tippecanoe and old rival 
Butler.

Also back is junior Seth 
Plantz and sophomores 
Carson DeHart and Aus-
tin Zonner.

“We’re really going 
to be leaning on Andy 
Smith, who’s been run-
ning since junior high,” 
Matthews said. “From 
training over the summer, 
he looks to be at the head 
of the pack this year. But 
that pack of juniors is 
right behind, so they’re 
really pushing him.”

One of the many new 
faces on the team will be 
freshman Josh Lovitt as 
the Trojans will watch 
their numbers grow for 
the fi rst time during Mat-
thews tenure.

“Josh was one of the 
top runners on the junior 
high team in eighth grade 
last year,” Matthews said. 
“He’s been able to stay up 
with some of these older 
guys. We’re looking for 
big things from him. He’s 
come along nicely.

“This is the fi rst year 
where our numbers have 
gotten higher. We have 
24 to 26 guys this year. 
It’s nice to see that our 
numbers are rising slowly 
the last couple years even 
though we’ve lost some 
of the top runners in the 
area in Stephen and some 
of the guys before him. 

It’s a big team. It’s just a 
young team with not a lot 
of experience — but we 
defi nitely have upside.”

And in the tough 
GWOC American North, 
that potential is going to 
have to be realized.

“Tipp is on another 
level, but we’ll be in the 
mix for a top two or three 
spot,” Matthews said. 
“Hopefully we’ll be able 
to compete for second. 
The kids realize that Tipp 
has a really talented team, 
and they don’t look at 
that as a bad thing. They 
look at it as where they 
want to end up hopefully. 
It’s something to build 
towards.

“They’re really focused 
on what they can do and 
improving as we approach 
our fi rst races. And we 
haven’t made it out of dis-
tricts in the past couple 
of years, and they’ve 
really focused on that. 
They want to make that 
as a team. But with the 
scoring, with them taking 
the top eight teams, it’s a 
little tougher than it used 
to be. But I’d say those 
are the biggest team goals 
— top two or three in 
the GWOC North and to 
make it to regionals.”

Contact Josh Brown at (937) 552-
2132, or follow @TroyDailySports 
on Twitter.

2017 CROSS COUNTRY 
SCHEDULE
8/21 Lost Creek Invitational 
6:30 p.m.
8/25 at Moeller Primetime 7 p.m.
8/26 at Bob Schul Invitational 
9 a.m.
9/2 at Miamisburg Invitational 
9 a.m.
9/9 Troy Invitational 9 a.m.
9/13 at Piqua Invitational 5:30 
p.m.
9/16 (boys) at Cedarville 
Invitational TBA
9/16 (girls) at Trinity Invitational 
11 a.m.
9/23 at Centerville Night Lights 
TBA
9/30 at Miami County 
Invitational 9 a.m.
10/4 at Tippecanoe 2-Mile 5 p.m.
10/14 at GWOC 10:30 a.m.

File photo courtesy Lee Woolery/
Speedshot Photo

Troy’s Andy Smith runs at the 
Lost Creek Invitational last 
year.

Anthony Weber/Troy Daily News file
Troy’s Hannah Simister putts 
during a match last season at 
Miami Shores Golf Course.

tournament was rained out with 
the players still on the course, 
a fact that only makes the team 
hungrier.

“At the Post, we got rained 
out, but we were playing really 
well,” Wibbeler said. “It was 
hard for the girls and myself. We 
fi nished dead last at the Pre, and 
we kept saying we improved, 
we improved, we improved — 
and we get there, we’re playing 
against people in the North at the 

Post, and every girl was coming 
in saying ‘we’re beating the girls 
in our group.’ So we’re thinking 
that we’re going to get to aver-
age this out and get to see the 
improvement — and then we get 
rained out.

“I think this year, we’ll compete 
much better than we did last year 
across the board with any team in 
the division.”

Contact Josh Brown at (937) 552-2132, or 
follow @TroyDailySports on Twitter.

Anthony Weber/Troy 
Daily News file
Troy’s Jackie Fulker 
hits a forehand 
during last year’s 
Division I sectional 
tournament.
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Tipp settling into new GWOC home
By Josh Brown
jbrown@troydailynews.com

TIPP CITY — Two 
years ago, the Tippecanoe 
football team underwent 
its fi rst coaching change 
in decades. Last year, the 
Red Devils moved to new 
conference.

This year, the team 
fi nally gets to settle into a 
routine.

And even though the 
Red Devils have undergone 
big changes over the past 
couple years, their 12-sea-
son playoff streak remains 
intact. With coach Joel 
Derge entering his third 
year and the team going 
into its second season in 
the Greater Western Ohio 
Conference American 
North Division, Tippeca-
noe is ready to get used to 
the new normal.

“Our guys know exactly 
what lies in front of them,” 
Derge said. “I’m not here to 
debate what we proved last 
year — we won four league 

games in the GWOC, and 
the kids played really hard. 
The guys know what to 
expect in the GWOC. It’s 
no longer going to be a 
surprise when, Week 4 or 
5, we start our crossover 
games.

“Last year, we had Trot-
wood, which is a tough 
GWOC team to start with. 
But then the next week we 
had Fairborn. We trailed 
the entire game and kicked 
a fi eld goal at the end to 
win. That was the turning 
point of our season, under-
standing what the GWOC 
was about, beating a good 
team. Now our guys know 
what to expect.”

And they know they can 
expect a fi ght every week.

“We have one of the 
toughest schedules in our 
school’s history,” Derge 
said. “There’s no cupcakes. 
Our guys aren’t going to 
back down from that. The 
guys are going to go out 
and do the best they can 

every week.”
The Devils graduated 

a lot of seniors off of last 
year’s team, though, includ-
ing practically all of the 
skill positions on offense. 
But senior fullback Cole 
Barhorst — who rushed 
for 1,279 yards and 13 
touchdowns last season — 
returns to give Tippecanoe 
a keystone to build around.

“There’s not a whole lot 
of guys back — we graduat-
ed a lot of guys — but obvi-
ously the fi rst one is Cole 
Barhorst,” Derge said. “Our 
leading rusher last year and 
our fullback. Our offense is 

Tipp cross country aiming at state
By Josh Brown
jbrown@troydailynews.com

TIPP CITY — The 
Tippecanoe girls cross 
country team has posted 
a third-place fi nish and a 
second-place fi nish at the 
state meet over the past 
two seasons.

Not surprisingly, 
they’re aiming to get back 
there.

“We want to be in a 
position to compete with 
the elite teams in the 
state come October and 
early November,” said 
Tippecanoe cross country 
coach Byron Kimmel, 
who is entering his ninth 
year with the team.

The Red Devils have 
plenty of returning tal-
ent, too, including the 
leaders from those past 
state teams. Seniors 
Laura Fink and Makenzie 
Dietz both have ran at 
the state meet their last 
three seasons, junior 
Katie Taylor was an All-
Ohioan at last year’s state 
meet and fellow junior 
Kaili Titley expects to be 
near the head of the pack, 
too. Juniors Stephanie 
Fink and Jillian Brown 
and freshman MacKenzie 
Dix will help lend depth 
to the team as it seeks 
to compete in both the 
Greater Western Ohio 
Conference American 
North Division and the 
postseason.

Boys Cross Country
Tippecanoe’s boys 

cross country team 
wasn’t able to make it to 
the state meet as a unit 
last season, but with one 
returning individual state 
runner, the Red Devils 
are looking to get back 
this season, as well as 
repeat as Greater West-
ern Ohio Conference 
American North Division 
champs.

Sophomore Bryce 
Conley was one of two 
Red Devils to compete 
at state last season and 
was one of the state’s 
top freshmen last year. 
Senior Ethan Sinning and 
juniors Ethan Heitkamp 
and Noah Ballard also 
return, and sophomores 
Austin Rogers and Bren-
nan Larned were both 
under 18 minutes as 
freshmen last year.

“We’re hoping to stay 
healthy and be in position 
to compete for a berth at 
the state meet,” Tippeca-
noe coach Byron Kimmel 
said.

Boys Soccer
Tippecanoe’s boys soc-

cer team made itself com-
fortable in the Greater 
Western Ohio Conference 
American North Division 
last season, claiming the 
division title in its fi rst 
season in the league. This 
year, the Red Devils hope 
to repeat, as well as make 
a return to the regional 
tournament.

Andrew Debrosse and 
Hunter McGraw return 
up front, with Wanderly 
Ebanks looking to add 
some offense, as well. 
Caiden Smith, Peyton 
Bonifas, Michael Pfi s-
ter, Cole Group, Ben 
Halsey, Cam Seubert 
and Chance Cyphers will 
play in the midfi eld, Alex 
Rittenhouse and Jake 
Weimer will tend the goal 
and Miles and Mason 
McClurg and Ian Ramsey 
will play defense.

“We are looking to win 
the GWOC again, and 
hopefully we will have a 
long run in the tourna-
ment this season like 
last season,” Tippecanoe 
coach Scott Downing 
said.

Girls Soccer
The Tippecanoe girls 

soccer team is loaded 
again this season, and 
the Red Devils are aim-
ing for a second Greater 
Western Ohio Conference 
American North Division 
in as many seasons as a 
member of the league.

“We’re looking to win 
another GWOC North 
title,” Tippecanoe coach 
Brandon Baker said. “We 
have 11 returning varsity 
players, and we add nine 
girls to the team. I feel we 
have a lot of depth on the 
bench this year, and we’re 
looking to make a long 
run in the tournament.”

Senior Claire Hinkle 
has been a fi xture in goal 
for the Red Devils, start-
ing every game in the net 
since her freshman year, 
with seniors Courtney 
Ryan and Lauren Weimer 
helping anchor the 
defense. Up front, seniors 

Lauren Lester and Lexi 
Polansky combined for 31 
goals and eight assists, 
and senior Allie Was-
son and junior Hannah 
Kramer will help keep the 
midfi eld locked down.

Volleyball
The Tippecanoe vol-

leyball team fi nished as 
the Greater Western Ohio 
Conference American 
North Division runner-up 
behind fi ve-time defend-
ing champion Troy last 
season, and with some 
improvements, the Devils 
hope to contend for the 
title this season.

Outside hitters junior 
Brooke Aselage and 
senior Natalie Seeman 
and middle hitter senior 
Cali Stewart all had more 
than 100 kills last season, 
and freshman Rachel 
Wildermuth has lots of 
potential in the middle, 
as well. Junior setter Izzy 
Crow led the division in 
assists last season, and 
sophomore Abby Hughes 
and seniors Audrey Trick 
will help on defense.

“Troy is still the favor-
ite, but we have a good 
chance to win the divi-
sion this season,” Tippe-
canoe coach Howard Gar-
cia said. “Our offense will 
be more balanced this 
season, and our ball con-
trol is better. We’re trying 
to get better every day, 
reduce unforced errors, 
top last year’s wins total 
of 18, win the conference 
and advance deep in the 
tournament.”

Girls Golf
The Tippecanoe Red 

Devils enjoyed success in 
their fi rst year as mem-
bers of the Greater West-
ern Ohio Conference last 
season, fi nishing second 
in the American North 
Division behind Piqua — 
and missing the chance 
to leapfrog the Indians 
when the postseason 
tournament was rained 
out.

But this season, the 
Devils have six seniors, 
including their two lead-
ing scorers from last sea-
son, and the team is tak-
ing aim at a division title 
and a berth at the district 
tournament.

Taylor Hudson, who 
had the best average in 

the GWOC American 
North last season, and 
Lydia Stueve, who had 
the fourth-best average, 
are both four-year var-
sity players that lead the 
senior-heavy squad. Also 
back are seniors Bridget 
Dahlinghaus, Jessica 
Goodson, Mandi Krein-
brink and Addi Richard-
son, with freshmen Syd-
ney Lange and Marissa 
Miller — who shot the 
team-low score three days 
in a row during tryouts 
— joining the team.

“The team goal is to 
win the GWOC North 
and advance to district 
play in Division I,” 
eighth-year Tippecanoe 
girls golf coach Scott 
Murray said.

Tennis
Tippecanoe graduated 

Kennedy Reeder, a three-
year fi rst singles player, 
and the district-qualifying 
fi rst doubles team of 
Ladia Coning and Alyssa 
Stewart, but the Red 
Devils expect to contend 
in the Greater Western 
Ohio Conference Ameri-
can North Division this 
season.

Three varsity players 
from last season return 
in Jordan Jones, Sophia 
McDowell and Claire 
Wint, and a group of 
incoming freshmen will 
help add depth to the 
roster.

“Overall, we have a lot 
of new faces on the court 
this year. After graduat-
ing seven seniors, four 
that played on varsity, 
many people would say 
that this is going to be a 
tough year for Tippeca-
noe,” fourth-year Tippe-
canoe tennis coach Kaci 
Matthews said. “But we 
still have high expecta-
tions for the team.

“We have a strong 
incoming freshman class 
and three returning var-
sity players who want 
to step up, rise to the 
challenge and take over 
a strong program left 
behind by great seniors. 
We have a lot of opportu-
nity for our young ones 
and our veterans to make 
an impact on our varsity 
lineup this season.”

Boys Golf
The Red Devils fi n-

ished tied for third in the 
Greater Western Ohio 
Conference American 
North Division in their 
fi rst season as a member 
last year, but the gradua-
tion of three of their top 

four scorers from last sea-
son’s postseason GWOC 
tournament in Bradley 
Calhoun and Sam Fair-
banks — both second 
team All-GWOC Ameri-
can League selections 
— and Casey Abney will 
leave big holes to fi ll as 
Tippecanoe settles in for 
its second year in its new 
home.

Contact Josh Brown at (937) 552-
2132, or follow @TroyDailySports 
on Twitter.

2017 FOOTBALL SCHEDULE
8/25 at Bellbrook 7 p.m.
9/1 at Springfi eld Shawnee 7 
p.m.
9/8 Northmont 7 p.m.
9/15 Trotwood 7 p.m.
9/22 at Fairborn 7 p.m.
9/29 Troy 7 p.m.
10/5 at Sidney 7 p.m.
10/13 Greenville 7 p.m.
10/20 Piqua 7 p.m.
10/27 at Butler 7 p.m.

2017 VOLLEYBALL SCHEDULE
8/19 Northmont noon
8/22 at Sidney 7 p.m.
8/24 Piqua 7 p.m.
8/29 at Greenville 7 p.m.
8/31 Troy 7 p.m.
9/5 Butler 7 p.m.
9/7 at Xenia 7 p.m.
9/9 at Northwest noon
9/11 Springfi eld Shawnee 7 p.m.
9/13 at Butler 7 p.m.
9/14 at Fairborn 7 p.m.
9/18 Kenton Ridge 7 p.m.
9/19 Stebbins 7 p.m.
9/21 at Trotwood 7 p.m.
9/23 at Fairmont noon
9/25 Greenville 7 p.m.
9/26 West Carrollton 7 p.m.
9/30 at Bellbrook 11:30 a.m.
10/3 at Piqua 7 p.m.
10/6 Sidney 7 p.m.
10/7 Beavercreek 7 p.m.
10/10 at Troy 7 p.m.

2017 GIRLS SOCCER 
SCHEDULE
8/19 Indian Hill 3 p.m.
8/21 at Kenton Ridge 7 p.m.
8/23 at Xenia 7 p.m.
8/28 at Northmont 7 p.m.
8/30 at Fairborn 7 p.m.
9/2 Stebbins 7 p.m.
9/6 at Trotwood 7 p.m.
9/11 Wayne 7 p.m.
9/13 West Carrollton 7 p.m.
9/16 at Sidney 7 p.m.
9/20 Piqua 7 p.m.
9/27 at Greenville 7 p.m.
9/30 Carroll 3 p.m.
10/4 Troy 7 p.m.
10/9 at Beavercreek 7 p.m.
10/11 Butler 7 p.m.

2017 BOYS SOCCER 
SCHEDULE
8/19 Oakwood 7 p.m.
8/22 Xenia 7 p.m.
8/26 at Northmont 5 p.m.
8/31 Fairborn 7 p.m.
9/2 Indian Hill 3 p.m.
9/5 at Stebbins 7 p.m.
9/7 Trotwood 7 p.m.
9/12 at West Carrollton 7 p.m.
9/14 Sidney 7 p.m.
9/19 at Piqua 7 p.m.
9/21 Wayne 7 p.m.
9/23 at Kenton Ridge 7 p.m.
9/26 Greenville 7 p.m.
9/28 at Alter 7 p.m.
10/3 at Troy 7 p.m.
10/10 at Butler 7 p.m.

2017 CROSS COUNTRY 
SCHEDULE
8/21 at Lost Creek Invitational 
TBA
9/2 at Greenville Invitational TBA
9/9 (boys) at Brookville 
Invitational TBA
9/9 (girls) at Mason Invitational 
TBA
9/13 at Piqua Invitational TBA
9/16 at Eaton Invitational TBA
9/23 at Culver Academy TBA
9/30 at Miami County 
Invitational TBA
10/4 Tippecanoe Invitational TBA
10/21 at GWOC TBA

2017 TENNIS SCHEDULE
8/14 at Oakwood 4:30 p.m.
8/16 Brookville 4:30 p.m.
8/17 at Xenia 4:30 p.m.
8/21 at Milton-Union 4:30 p.m.
8/22 CJ 4:30 p.m.
8/24 at Fairborn 4:30 p.m.
8/28 at Fairmont 4:30 p.m.
8/29 Stebbins 4:30 p.m.
8/31 at Trotwood 4:30 p.m.
9/5 West Carrollton 4:30 p.m.
9/6 Preble Shawnee 4:30 p.m.
9/7 at Sidney 4:30 p.m.
9/11 at Northmont 4:30 p.m.
9/12 Piqua 4:30 p.m.
9/14 at Greenville 4:30 p.m.
9/18 at Alter 4:30 p.m.
9/19 Troy 4:30 p.m.
9/20 at Beavercreek 4:30 p.m.
9/21 Butler 4:30 p.m.
9/26 Wayne 4:30 p.m.
9/28 at GWOC TBA

2017 GIRLS GOLF SCHEDULE
8/7 at Pre-GWOC 8:30 a.m.
8/10 at Versailles Invitational 
8:30 a.m.
8/14 at Arcanum 8:30 a.m.
8/15 at Northmont 10 a.m.
8/17 at Beavercreek 4 p.m.
8/21 at Greenville 4 p.m.
8/23 at Wayne 4 p.m.
8/24 at Piqua 4 p.m.
8/26 at Miami East Invitational 
8:30 a.m.
8/30 at Fairmont 4 p.m.
9/2 at LCC Invitational 9 a.m.
9/12 Butler 3:45 p.m.
9/13 Miami East 4:15 p.m.
9/14 West Carrollton 3:45 p.m.
9/16 at Shawnee Invitational 
1 p.m.
9/19 at Troy 4:30 p.m.
9/22 at CJ TBA
9/27 at Post-GWOC 8:30 a.m.

2017 BOYS GOLF SCHEDULE
8/7 at Pre-GWOC 8:30 a.m.
8/8 at Miamisburg Invitational 
TBA
8/10 at Greenville Invitational 
TBA
8/14 at Troy Invitational noon
8/16 Piqua 5:45 p.m.
8/17 Sidney 5:45 p.m.
8/23 Miamisburg 5:45 p.m.
8/30 at Xenia 3:30 p.m.
8/31 Stebbins 5:45 p.m.
9/5 at Fairmont Invitational TBA
9/9 at Christoff  Memorial TBA
9/13 at Springfi eld 10 a.m.
9/14 at Miamisburg TBA
9/18 at Troy 4 p.m.
9/19 at Northmont 4 p.m.
9/21 Sidney 3:45 p.m.
9/25 Troy 3:45 p.m.
9/27 at Stebbins TBA
9/28 at Post-GWOC 8:30 a.m.
10/2 Butler/Tipp Classic 4 p.m.

built around the fullback, 
and Cole will be pounding 
that middle a lot this year, 
and teams will be focusing 
on him, so we need other 
guys to step up. Offensively, 
we lost all our skill posi-
tions except the fullback, so 
we’ve got to fi nd some guys 

that can play halfback and 
run the perimeter while 
Cole hits the middle.

“Defensively, we return 
a lot of our defensive 
backs, and Matt Garber at 
linebacker is a good player 
for us. But overall, we only 
return a handful of starters. 

It’s a reloading process.”
The Devils do have a few 

returners up front, though, 
including two starters on 
the offensive line.

“Up front, we’re a little 
dinged up. But we return 

Josh Brown/Troy Daily News file
Tippecanoe’s Matt Garber plunges across the goal line last season.

See TIPP | 16
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‘Their time’ — Vikings ready to step up
By Josh Brown
jbrown@troydailynews.com

CASSTOWN — Miami 
East said goodbye to 12 
seniors off of last year’s 7-4 
playoff football team.

Last year’s sophomore 
class got valuable experi-
ence, though — and needs 
to be ready to step up.

The Vikings see 14 let-
terwinners return — 11 
of them juniors — and, 
along with the team’s fi ve 
seniors, they give Miami 
East a lot to build around 
as they look to contend for 
a Cross County Confer-
ence championship and try 
to reach the playoffs for a 
sixth-straight season.

“We’re hoping,” Miami 
East coach Max Current 
said. “A lot of the sopho-
mores got a lot of action 
last year. That class is 
where all our numbers 
are — we have 15 or 16 
of them out of the 35, so 
half my team is that junior 
class. A lot of them got 
some good experience. 
We’re going to rely heavily 
on that class.

“They’re juniors now, so 
it’s their time. Time to step 
up, to be leaders and take 

their opportunity, just like 
the people before them. It’s 
their time.”

On offense, the Vikings 
return six players, mainly 
at the skill positions. Quar-
terback Ian Gengler, run-
ning back Justin Brown, 
wide receiver Blaine 
Brokschmidt and linemen 
Brenden Dalton and Caleb 
Snyder — all juniors — 
and senior wide receiver 
Alex Dinardo are back.

It’s the same story 
on defense, too, with 
fi ve returners — all of 
them juniors. Brown and 
Brokschmidt return in 
the secondary, as well as 
linebackers Vincent Vil-
lella and Colt Frazier and 
defensive lineman Lance 
Rohrbach.

“It’s mainly our skills 
where we have our return-
ing starters,” Current said. 
“We’ve got two offensive 
lineman that were starters 
last year, and I’ve only got 
one defensive lineman that 
was a starter last year. But 
I’ve got two of the three 
DBs and a couple lineback-
ers, and on offense we 
have our quarterback, a 
running back and a couple 

receivers — but up on the 
front, we have to do some 
replacing on both sides of 
the ball.”

Brown brings back 657 
rushing yards and 229 
receiving yards along, and 
Gengler threw for 539 
yards, going 37 for 84 last 
season, with both Brown 
and Dalton earning All-
Cross County Conference 
honors. But in addition to 
three linemen, the Vikings 
will be looking to replace 
fullback Levi Adduccio 
and running back Arron 
Adams — two of the most 
productive members of last 
year’s team.

“At fullback, we’re look-
ing at Vincent Villella and 
Jesse Nick, those two 
plus Ryan Dinardo and 
Jonah Wolf. But right now, 
Vincent’s the No. 1. He’s 
looking pretty good there,” 
Current said. “We’ve got to 
fi nd some depth, though, 
since Vincent’s also an 
inside linebacker, going 
both ways. It’s nice to have 
a capable backup.

“We have to replace two 
good backs, too, Arron and 
Levi. Colt Frazier, he’s no 
foreigner to the backfi eld. 

He got reps at wingback 
last year. They’ve got some 
experience — but they’ve 
got some big shoes to fi ll.”

The Vikings went 7-1 
in the CCC last season, 
fi nishing second only to 
undefeated Covington. 
The landscape in the 
league, though, will be a 
bit different this season 
— Fort Loramie joins 
the CCC in football this 
season, giving the Vikings 
a new contender to worry 
about.

“I don’t know much 
about Fort Loramie, so 
that’s a big concern,” Cur-
rent said. “Covington of 
course is a team to watch 
for. Bethel, this is year four 
for (Bethel coach Scott) 
Clodfelter, so that class of 
kids should be solid. Arca-
num has some new life and 

energy.
“It’ll be interesting. 

We’re hoping we can com-
pete and contend for a 
league title.”

The playoff situation 
could also be very differ-
ent for the Vikings as they 
move up to Division V, 
Region 20. Since 2007, the 
Vikings have qualifi ed for 
the playoffs seven times — 
including the last fi ve years 
in a row — in Division VI.

It also makes their Week 
1 game potentially more 
interesting and meaning-
ful than it has been in 
the past, too — Miami 
County rival Milton-Union 

was a playoff team the 
past two years in a row in 
the Vikings’ new playoff 
region.

The Vikings have a new 
non-league opponent on 
the schedule in Week 2, 
when they face another 
playoff team at Sidney 
Lehman. And Week 4 will 
be when Miami East meets 
Fort Loramie for the fi rst 
time.

One way or another, the 
young Vikings are ready 
for their opportunity to 
step up.

Contact Josh Brown at (937) 552-
2132, or follow @TroyDailySports 
on Twitter.

Anthony Weber | Troy Daily News file
Miami East’s Ian Gengler throws a pass under pressure during a 
game last season.

East volleyball looks to repeat success
By Josh Brown
jbrown@troydailynews.com

CASSTOWN — Before 
the Miami East volleyball 
team had even left the inter-
view room after winning the 
state title last season, it was 
already fi elding questions 
about a potential repeat.

Suffi ce it to say, expecta-
tions heading into the 2017 
season are high.

But as the Vikings begin 
their quest to become back-
to-back Division III state 
champions for the second 
time this decade — Miami 
East also won titles in 2011 
and 2012 — they aren’t 
forgetting about the Cross 
County Conference, where 
they have gone undefeated 
in the past seven seasons on 
their way to seven straight 
league championships. They 
simply have their sights 
fi rmly set on a bigger prize 
after that, as well.

“As far as league projec-
tions, we expect to fi nish 
fi rst in the Cross County 
Conference. The team goal 
is very clear and to the point 
— we want to win another 
state title,” said second-
year Miami East volleyball 
coach Dan Peterson. “And 
while we do have to replace 
a few starters from last 
year’s team, we have a very 
strong core returning that 
should help ease the transi-
tion of new additions to the 
lineup.”

Key among that core are 
a pair of returning All-Ohio 
seniors, Jonni Parker and 
Kyndall Hellyer. Both set-
ters, the duo led the team in 
kills and assists last season, 
with Parker earning fi rst 
team All-Ohio and Hellyer 
honorable mention.

Libero Sophie Jacomet 
and defensive specialist 
Gabrielle Hawkins — both 
sophomores — also were 
key contributors to last sea-
son’s state title, and senior 
defender Anna Jacomet also 
returns. Also back is outside 
hitter senior Kaitlyn Mack, 
with senior Mikayla Schaff-
ner and freshman Sierra 
Kinnison looking for playing 
time on the outside. Junior 
Macy Schaffner will add 
some depth at setter, while 
juniors Delaney Bourelle 
and Lydia Conley will 

anchor the middle.

Girls Soccer
In 13 previous seasons 

with the Miami East girls 
soccer team, Lil Carson 
didn’t have what she has 
coming into this year.

“For the fi rst time since 
I’ve been coaching, we really 
have a lot of depth and ver-
satility on the roster,” she 
said. “All 17 girls on the ros-
ter are able to compete for a 
starting spot, which is only 
going to make us better.”

And that versatility is 
obvious at each position, 
too. Senior Hailey Dem-
mitt, junior Maddie Miller 
and sophomore Chloee 
Thomas will be up front for 
the Vikings this year, with 
freshman Cassidy Walker 
looking to make an impact 
at forward, too. And in the 
midfi eld, seniors Haley 
Weaver, Macy Fellers, 
Stella Hazel and Katie Chris-
tensen, junior Cerstin Gross 
and freshmen Meadow Pow-
ers and Cadence Gross will 
compete for time.

On defense, sophomore 
Kelly Buck will try to fi ll the 
hole at goaltender vacated 
by Katie Bodenmiller, with 
juniors Whitley Gross and 
Savannah Nehring, sopho-
more Emily Adkins and 
freshmen Sophie Markley 
and Rori Hunley making up 
the backfi eld.

“We’ve obviously got a 
lot of freshmen, so we’ll 
have lots of energy. And our 
upperclassmen have stepped 
up and become pretty good 
leaders,” Carson said. “The 
goal is always to win the 
league. But we cannot take 
any game lightly. Everyone 
knows what we graduated 
last year, and we always 
have a target on our back. 
But we have a solid mix of 
youth and experience that I 
think will serve us well.”

Boys Soccer
The Miami East boys soc-

cer team has a solid group of 
returning players — led by 
an All-Ohio selection — giv-
ing the Vikings aspirations 
for a lengthy postseason 
run.

Dalton Taynor, who was 
second team All-Ohio last 
season, and Jakob Brunke 
will play the forwards for 

the Vikings, with Jackson 
Davis, Dylan Hahn, Wes-
ley Sutherly, Parker Heim 
and Connor Wilson in the 
midfi eld. Colton Weldy and 
Dahlton Black will anchor 
the defense with Dawsen 
Patton at goalkeeper.

“Our goals for the 2017 
season include earning a 
top-fi ve seed in the postsea-
son tournament,” sixth-year 
Miami East coach Adam 
Bell said. “This year we 
have a very talented group 
of young men. They will be 
playing one of the most dif-
fi cult schedules we have had 
in a long time, but I believe 
they are equal to the task.”

Boys Cross Country
Two-time state qualifi er 

Gavin Horne will lead a 
Miami East boys cross coun-
try team that is packed with 
youth but also has a few 
experienced runners, and 
the Vikings hope that that 
mix will help them capture 
a Cross County Conference 
title.

Horne, a junior, is joined 
by returning senior Taton 
Bertsch and sophomore 
Alex Hayes, with eight 
incoming freshmen adding 
depth and potential to the 
team.

“We have fi nished second 
place the past few years in 
our league race. We will 
hope to improve on that 
this season,” Miami East 
coach Alan Russell said as 
he enters his ninth year as 
the team’s head coach. “The 
boys team also qualifi ed for 
the regional race for the fi rst 
time in 25 years. We would 
love to earn this again this 
season.”

Girls Cross Country
Senior Lindsey Yingst will 

help anchor a Miami East 
girls cross country team 
that saw the graduation of a 
number of talented seniors 
in the offseason.

“Lindsey has always 
been a tremendous talent,” 
Miami East coach Alan Rus-
sell said. “I think she will do 
very well in her senior year. 
She has ran at the state meet 
before and would like to 
return to that stage.

“We hope to keep enough 
girls healthy to be able to 
compete as a complete 

team at the league meet and 
other big races. We hope to 
remain as competitive as 
possible when it comes to 
the postseason.”

Boys Golf
Miami East coach Terry 

Henley has this year’s 
Vikings shooting for the 
moon, in a manner of speak-
ing.

“We have seven players 
that have no golf experi-
ence, seven that have one 
year’s experience and one 
player in his fourth year,” 
the fi fth-year coach said. 
“Even with their youth, I 
still expect them to win 
the league (Cross County 
Conference) and compete 
in the sectional. That might 
be optimistic — however, 
who believed we would ever 
reach the moon until Presi-
dent Kennedy said it? If you 
don’t say it and believe it, it 
will never happen.”

Senior Zac Johnson is 
that one player with more 
than one year’s experience, 
returning off of a team that 
fi nished eighth in the Divi-
sion II sectional last season 
and had two players, both 
now graduated, contending 
for the fi nal individual dis-
trict qualifying spot.

“Zac has always been 
gifted, even with limited 
practice time, but this year 
he has more drive and will 
compete with the top play-
ers in the league,” Henley 
said. “He was third on the 
team last year and is begin-
ning to play to his ability. 
This is a young team com-
pared to last year with less 
overall experience, but they 
are very coachable athletes.”

Girls Golf
Fourth-year Miami East 

girls golf coach Bruce 
Vanover has six varsity play-
ers coming back from last 
season’s team, and if they 
play to their potential, he 
thinks they should compete 
for the Cross County Con-
ference title.

Three-year letterwin-
ner Emily Rowley leads 
the way as the team’s lone 
senior, with sophomore 
Paige Lawson and juniors 
Marissa Kearns and Maci 
Krites rounding out the top 
of the lineup. Sophomores 

Kearsten Kirby and Annelise 
Logan are also back for their 
second season, with fresh-
man Cadence Gross looking 
to compete for playing time.

“If the girls shoot the 
scores they’re capable of this 
season, they should have 
a shot at breaking several 
school records this year,” 
Vanover said. “As always, 
our fi rst goal is to win the 
league tournament. We also 
want to fi nish in the top four 
of our sectional this year 
and get back to the district 

tournament. We should be 
able to have a good fi nish if 
we play to our potential.”

Contact Josh Brown at (937) 552-
2132, or follow @TroyDailySports 
on Twitter.

2017 FOOTBALL SCHEDULE
8/25 Milton-Union 7:30 p.m.
9/1 at Lehman 7 p.m.
9/8 National Trail 7:30 p.m.
9/15 at Fort Loramie 7:30 p.m.
9/22 at Bethel 7:30 p.m.
9/29 Covington 7:30 p.m.
10/6 Bradford 7:30 p.m.
10/13 at Arcanum 7:30 p.m.
10/20 Tri-County North 7:30 p.m.
10/27 at Twin Valley South 7:30 
p.m.

2017 BOYS GOLF SCHEDULE
8/4 at Piqua 4 p.m.
8/7 at Urbana Classic 8:30 a.m.
8/8 at Twin Valley South 10 a.m.
8/9 at Kendig Memorial 8 a.m.
8/14 at Pre-CCC 8:30 a.m.
8/16 Milton-Union 4:30 p.m.
8/17 Mississinawa Valley 4:30 
p.m.
8/21 at Covington 4 p.m.
8/22 Bradford 4:30 p.m.
8/24 at Ansonia 4:30 p.m.
8/26 at Joe Middleton 
Invitational 8:30 a.m.
8/28 at Tri-Village 4:30 p.m.
8/29 Arcanum 4:30 p.m.
8/30 Piqua 4 p.m.
9/2 at Versailles Invitational 
8 a.m.
9/5 Franklin Monroe 4:30 p.m.
9/7 Tri-County North 4:30 p.m.
9/9 at Christoff  Invitational noon
9/11 at Bethel 4 p.m.
9/14 at National Trail 4 p.m.
9/18 Newton 4:30 p.m.
9/21 at CCC 8:30 a.m.

2017 GIRLS GOLF SCHEDULE
8/7 at Covington Invitational 
8 a.m.
8/8 at Miamisburg 1 p.m.
8/9 Tri-Village 9 a.m.
8/10 at Versailles Invitational 
8:30 a.m.
8/14 at Arcanum Invitational 
8:30 a.m.
8/15 Russia/Covington 10 a.m.
8/17 Arcanum 10 a.m.
8/21 at Covington 4 p.m.
8/22 Bellefontaine 4 p.m.
8/24 Urbana 4 p.m.
8/26 Miami East Invitational 
8 a.m.
8/28 at Tri-Village 4 p.m.
8/31 Franklin Monroe 4:30 p.m.
9/6 at Piqua/Butler 4 p.m.
9/7 at Tippecanoe 4 p.m.
9/14 at National Trail 4 p.m.
9/18 at Versailles 4 p.m.
9/21 at CCC 8:30 a.m.

2017 BOYS SOCCER 
SCHEDULE
8/23 at Northwestern 5:30 p.m.
8/26 at Miami Valley 11 a.m.
8/29 Catholic Central 6 p.m.
8/31 at Twin Valley South 7:15 
p.m.
9/2 at Botkins 1 p.m.
9/9 at Troy Christian 12:45 p.m.
9/12 West Liberty-Salem 5:30 
p.m.
9/16 Piqua 5 p.m.
9/19 Yellow Springs 5 p.m.
9/21 Franklin Monroe 7:15 p.m.
9/23 at Urbana 11 a.m.
9/28 at Tri-County North 7:15 
p.m.
9/30 Milton-Union 10 a.m.
10/3 at Lehman 5 p.m.
10/5 Bethel 5 p.m.
10/12 at Newton 7:15 p.m.

2017 GIRLS SOCCER 
SCHEDULE
8/19 Tecumseh 11 a.m.
8/21 at Graham 5:30 p.m.
8/23 Northwestern 5:30 p.m.
8/31 at Twin Valley South 5:30 
p.m.
9/7 at West Liberty-Salem 5:30 
p.m.
9/9 at Troy Christian 11 a.m.
9/14 National Trail 5:30 p.m.
9/16 Lehman 2 p.m.
9/19 at Anna 4:30 p.m.
9/21 Franklin Monroe 5:30 p.m.
9/28 at Tri-County North 5:30 
p.m.
9/30 at Milton-Union 1 p.m.
10/5 at Bethel 5 p.m.
10/7 Springfi eld Shawnee 10 
a.m.
10/12 at Newton 5 p.m.
10/14 at Piqua 5 p.m.

2017 VOLLEYBALL SCHEDULE
8/19 at Coldwater Classic 9 a.m.
8/26 Troy 11 a.m.
8/29 at Ansonia 5:30 p.m.
8/31 Tri-Village 5:30 p.m.
9/5 at Newton 5:30 p.m.
9/7 Mississinawa Valley 5:30 
p.m.
9/12 at Franklin Monroe 5:30 
p.m.
9/14 Bradford 5:30 p.m.
9/16 Casstown Clash 9 a.m.
9/19 at Arcanum 5:30 p.m.
9/21 at Twin Valley South 5:30 
p.m.
9/26 Tri-County North 5:30 p.m.
9/28 National Trail 5:30 p.m.
9/30 at Centerville 11 a.m.
10/4 Dublin Coff man 5:30 p.m.
10/9 Lehman 5:30 p.m.
10/10 at Covington 5:30 p.m.
10/12 Bethel 5:30 p.m.

2017 CROSS COUNTRY 
SCHEDULE
8/21 at Lost Creek Invitational 
TBA
8/26 at Finishtiming Classic 
9:30 a.m.
9/2 at Covington Invitational 
9 a.m.
9/9 at Troy Invitational 9 a.m.
9/16 at Cedarville Invitational 
9 a.m.
9/23 at Versailles Invitational 
9 a.m.
9/30 at Miami County 
Invitational 9 a.m.
10/14 at CCC 10 a.m.
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By Josh Brown
jbrown@troydailynews.com

WEST MILTON — 
The Milton-Union boys 
cross country team will 
be stepping back up to 
Division II this season 
after a pair of top-fi ve 
fi nishes in the D-III 
regional race. With a 
pair of returning state 
qualifi ers, the Bulldogs 
hope to compete to 
get back to the state 
level — as well as cap-
ture a ninth straight 
Southwestern Buckeye 
League championship.

Seniors Will Brock — 
a two-time state quali-
fi er — and Shannon 
Milnickel, also a state 
qualifi er, will led the 
way for the team, while 
Harrison Litton, Ryan 
Moore and Tristen Pers-
inger all return to the 
veteran lineup, as well.

“We have won eight 
straight SWBL titles,” 
Milton-Union boys 
cross country coach 
Michael Meredith said. 
“A successful season 
for us will be gauged by 
how well we run at the 
Miami County Cham-
pionships, the league 
championship and 
whether or not we can 
give ourselves a chance 
to make the state cham-
pionships.”

Girls Cross Country
Luke Kinninger takes 

over the Milton-Union 
girls cross country team 
as a fi rst-year coach this 
season, and he has the 
Bulldogs hoping for a 
return to the regional 
race this year.

“This team has many 
experienced runners 
who enjoyed a trip to 
regionals last year,” 
Kinninger said. “We are 
focused on returning 
there this season.”

Senior Kiley Jacobe 
and juniors Brianna Col-
lins, Megan Trittschuh, 
Ally Lyons and Kyli Par-
sons all return this sea-
son, with sophomores 
Rachel Thompson and 
Laura Billing joining 
the team to add some 
depth.

Volleyball
Doc Ginn returns for 

his 12th season as the 
Milton-Union volleyball 
coach, and though fi rst 
team All-District setter 
Lauren Craig gradu-
ated, the Bulldogs are 
hoping to compete for a 
Southwestern Buckeye 
League Buckeye Divi-
sion championship after 
fi nishing second in the 
league last year.

An injury to libero 
Haley Bloom has the 
Bulldogs using junior 
Chloe Fogle as setter 
this season, with junior 
Annika Hutchinson and 
senior Madison Hoff-
man shoring up the 
defense. Seniors Abbie 
Goudy and Morgan 
Magel and junior Olivia 
Brown will be the key 
outside hitters, while 
junior Alexis Davis will 
take over duties in the 
middle.

“Returning is second 
team All-SWBL Olivia 
Brown, who we moved 
to outside from middle 
this season, and honor-
able mention All-SWBL 
Abbie Goudy and 
Morgan Magel, who 
will both be playing six-
positions this season,” 
Ginn said. “We will be 
very competitive in our 
league, and we look to 
be in the running for 
the league champion-
ship once again after 

fi nishing second in 
2016.

“Our schedule is a lit-
tle tougher this season, 
and there are a few new 
faces in familiar posi-
tions, but we have the 
ability to be success-
ful, win our league and 
cause some damage in 
the state tournament.”

Girls Soccer
The Milton-Union 

girls soccer team said 
goodbye to nine seniors 
in the offseason, includ-
ing record-setting 
Danielle McFarland, but 
ninth-year coach Andy 
Grudich expects his 
Bulldogs to be one of 
the top three teams in 
the Southwestern Buck-
eye League Buckeye 
Division and to com-
pete for the league title.

Junior Kristen Dicki-
son returns and was the 
Bulldogs’ leading scorer 
last season, with senior 
Beyonce Bobbitt also 
able to contribute up 
front when not playing 
goaltender — she will 
compete with sopho-
more Izzy Morter for 
the goalie spot. in the 
midfi eld, senior Karissa 
Baird is a four-year var-
sity player and seniors 
Morgan Nemeth and 
Kiley Timmers will 
also contribute. And on 
defense, Mia Morphew 
returns after an ACL 

injury last season, along 
with senior Rachel 
Grim and junior Hallie 
Berberich.

“Once again, the 
top three teams in the 
league will be Waynes-
ville, Preble Shawnee 
and us,” Grudich said. 
“We lost nine seniors 
last year and have 
several new players at 
key positions. We will 
be looking for players 
to step up and fi ll the 
void left by last year’s 
seniors. We have the tal-
ent to do it, it just may 
take a little time to sort 
things out.

“We have a tough 
preseason schedule and 
a strong non-league 
schedule on top of our 
league games. These 
girls will be challenges 
at every turn, but they 
will be up to the task. I 
am looking forward to 
coaching this group.”

Boys Soccer
The Milton-Union 

boys soccer team 
showed improvement 
last season, posting 
a 5-8-4 season, and 
second-year coach Todd 
Winchester says that 
double-digit wins is an 
attainable goal for the 
team this year.

“We fi nished 5-8-4 
last year and are return-
ing nine starters,” 
Winchester said. “The 
team looks to compete 
for a league title, and a 
10-win season is not out 
of reach.”

Returning at striker 
for the Bulldogs is 
senior Keltonn Dilhoff, 
the Southwestern Buck-
eye League Buckeye 
Division’s top scorer 
last season. Senior 
Josh Daum and junior 
Andrew Besecker return 
in the midfi eld, with 
Daum the second-lead-
ing scorer in the divi-
sion last year. And on 
defense, Blake Ullery, 
Trevor Grile and Weav-
er Walton return.

Boys Golf
The Milton-Union 

Bulldogs return three 
letterwinners from last 
year’s team and, after 

the nearest miss pos-
sible last season, are 
aiming to claim the 
Southwestern Buckeye 
League championship.

“Our goal is to win 
the second league title 
in school history,” said 
third-year Milton-Union 
coach Brett Barnes, who 
pointed out that the last 
time the Bulldogs won 
the league was 2012. 
“Last year, we lost to 
league championship 
by one stroke, so our 
returning players are 
hungry and want to win 
it. And individually, we 
have not had a player 
qualify for the district 
level since I have been 
here, and that is a goal 
for our returning letter-
men.”

Those returners are 
seniors Hayden David-
son and Aaron Brown 
and sophomore Justin 
Brown. Davidson was 
a fi rst team All-SWBL 

pick and was the Bull-
dogs’ top scorer at the 
sectional tournament, 
and Justin Brown 
earned honorable men-
tion All-SWBL. And 
while that talent will 
lead the way, the Bull-
dogs’ ability to develop 
the other three spots 
will make or break their 
league goals.

“The team is solid at 
the top, but our season’s 
success will be deter-
mined by our four, fi ve 
and six,” Barnes said. 
“We have four golfers 
vying for these three 
spots, and with only 
two seniors, we are 
young and rebuilding at 
four, fi ve and six.

Contact Josh Brown at (937) 552-
2132, or follow @TroyDailySports 
on Twitter.

By Josh Brown
jbrown@troydailynews.com

WEST MILTON —From 
two wins one year to three 
the next, to hosting a play-
off game in his third year 
and winning a playoff game 
last season.

Since taking over the 
head coaching job for the 
Milton-Union football team 
four years, Mark Lane has 
seen his Bulldogs improve 
each season.

Now, in Lane’s fi fth 
season with the team, 
Milton-Union is hoping to 
keep that trend going, hav-
ing come one overtime loss 
away from a Southwestern 
Buckeye League Buckeye 
Division championship last 
year and advanced to the 
regional semifi nal round of 
the playoffs.

“We’ve been building the 
tradition of the program 
back up, and the kids have 
been taking pride in it,” 
Lane said. “They under-
stand what it takes.”

But the Bulldogs also 

know that, after what they 
lost to graduation in the 
offseason, that it will take a 
lot of hard work.

“They’ve been fi red up,” 
Lane said. “They want to 
do better than they’ve done 
before — but they also 
understand that last year 
was last year, and we’re 
starting over from scratch. 
We’re trying to build a 
football program, and those 
seniors that suited up for 
us last year aren’t with us 
anymore. We’re trying to 
get some kids to step up. 
Guys are working hard to 
learn their positions and 
fi gure out their role with 
the team.”

The Bulldogs do have 
some key building blocks to 
begin around — including 
senior running back Zac 
Shields and senior lineman 
Tyler Courtright.

Shields — a 1,000-yard 
rusher as a sophomore — 
was the Bulldogs’ second-
leading rusher last year, 
piling up 804 yards and 
nine touchdowns, while 

Courtright was a fi xture 
both on the offensive and 
defensive line.

“It helps a lot,” Lane 
said. “They’re guys we 
expect a lot out of. Those 
guys are close, and they 
want to do good for each 
other and really care about 
each other.”

Also back is tight end/
outside linebacker Alex 
Moore and offensive/defen-
sive lineman Owen Lewis, 
as well as a host of other 
Bulldogs that got experi-

ence last year.
“We’ve got a lot of guys 

returning,” Lane said. 
“We’ve got some kids with 
experience.”

Leading rusher Krue 
Thwaits, leading receiver 
Blake Smith and quarter-
back Zach Vagedes all grad-
uated, though, giving the 
Bulldogs a few key holes to 
fi ll. Quarterback especially 
is a position everyone looks 
at, and Lane thinks he’s 
found his new quarterback 
in junior William Morris.

“Will Morris was a 
backup last season has been 
the frontrunner,” Lane said. 
“He’s really taken well to 
the job in the preseason.”

Defense was a key to 
Milton-Union’s success last 
year, and Lane expects the 
same to be true this season.

“We expect guys to work 
hard and fl y to the ball and 
keep getting better,” Lane 
said. “We graduated two 
guys up front, but we also 
have guys coming back 
that got some spot play last 
year. We’re looking for guys 
to step up and fi ll those 
holes.”

Last season, Milton-
Union went to overtime 
against Carlisle and lost in 

overtime, their only loss in 
SWBL Buckeye Division 
play as the Indians claimed 
the title. And though the 
Bulldogs want to compete 
for the division title again, 
they know it’s a long road 
there.

“You have to look and 
Madison and Carlisle,” 
Lane said. “Madison won 
it two years in a row before 
Carlisle won it last year. 
Hopefully we can get with 
these guys and compete 
with them. It’s defi nitely 
part of our goals, but we 
also understand that there’s 
work to be done. We’ve got 
to take care of the small 
things fi rst and inch our 
way there.

“We want to build a 
bond between teammates 
that can be remembered 
for these guys’ lives, and 
we want to teach the guys 
to be young men and care 
about one another.”

Contact Josh Brown at (937) 552-
2132, or follow @TroyDailySports 
on Twitter.
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The Bulldogs are still building a winner

Anthony Weber | Troy Daily News file
Milton-Union’s Zac Shields gets around the Miami East defense 
last season.

Bulldog boys aim to get back to state

File photo courtesy Lee Woolery/Speedshot Photo
Milton-Union’s Will Brock is a returning two-time state qualifier 
for the Bulldogs boys cross country team.

2017 FOOTBALL SCHEDULE
8/25 at Miami East 7:30 p.m.
9/1 at Oakwood 7 p.m.
9/8 Northwestern 7 p.m.
9/15 Northridge 7 p.m.
9/22 Preble Shawnee 7 p.m.
9/29 at Madison 7 p.m.
10/6 Brookville 7 p.m.
10/13 Carlisle 7 p.m.
10/20 at Dixie 7 p.m.
10/27 at Waynesville 7 p.m.

2017 BOYS GOLF SCHEDULE
8/8 at Waynesville 2 p.m.
8/9 at Kendig Memorial 8 a.m.
8/10 at Brookville Invitational 
8 a.m.
8/11 at Northridge Invitational 
8 a.m.
8/14 at Dixie 4 p.m.
8/15 Newton 2 p.m.
8/16 at Miami East 4:30 p.m.
8/17 Preble Shawnee 3 p.m.
8/22 Northridge 3 p.m.
8/24 at Brookville 4 p.m.
8/28 at Madison 4 p.m.
8/31 Eaton 3 p.m.
9/2 at Versailles Invitational 
8 a.m.
9/5 Monroe 4 p.m.
9/7 Carlisle 4 p.m.
9/11 Fort Loramie 4 p.m.
9/12 Bellbrook 4 p.m.
9/18 Piqua 4 p.m.
9/19 Tri-County North 4 p.m.
9/21 at SWBL 9 a.m.

2017 BOYS SOCCER 
SCHEDULE
8/22 Newton 6 p.m.
8/24 at Legacy Christian 6 p.m.
8/29 Lehman 6 p.m.
8/31 Preble Shawnee 6 p.m.
9/2 Brookville 1 p.m.
9/5 at Madison 6 p.m.
9/12 at Carlisle 6 p.m.
9/14 Dixie 6 p.m.
9/19 Waynesville 6 p.m.
9/21 at Madison 5:30 p.m.
9/25 Tri-County North 6 p.m.
9/28 Carlisle 7 p.m.
9/30 at Miami East 10 a.m.
10/3 at Dixie 6 p.m.
10/5 at Waynesville 6 p.m.
10/9 Twin Valley South 6 p.m.
10/12 at Preble Shawnee 6 p.m.

2017 GIRLS SOCCER 
SCHEDULE
8/19 at Dayton Christian 1 p.m.
8/22 at Brookeville 7:30 p.m.
8/24 Wayne 7:30 p.m.
8/29 at Lehman 6:45 p.m.
8/31 at Preble Shawnee 7:30 
p.m.
9/5 at Madison 7:30 p.m.
9/9 at Butler 5 p.m.
9/12 Carlisle 6 p.m.
9/14 at Dixie 6 p.m.
9/19 at Waynesville 7 p.m.
9/21 Madison 7:30 p.m.
9/28 at Carlsile 5:30 p.m.
9/30 Miami East 3 p.m.
10/3 Dixie 6 p.m.
10/5 Waynesville 7:30 p.m.
10/12 Preble Shawnee 7:30 p.m.

2017 TENNIS SCHEDULE
8/14 Sidney 4:30 p.m.
8/15 at Lehman 4:30 p.m.
8/17 at Tecumseh 4 p.m.
8/21 Tippecanoe 4 p.m.
8/22 at Northridge 4 p.m.
8/23 Oakwood 4:30 p.m.
8/24 at Preble Shawnee 4:30 
p.m.
8/26 at Schroeder Invitational 
8:30 a.m.
8/29 Madison 4:30 p.m.
8/30 at Northwestern 4 p.m.
9/5 Brookville 4 p.m.
9/6 Troy 4 p.m.
9/7 at Carlisle 4 p.m.
9/11 Butler 4 p.m.
9/12 Dixie 4 p.m.
9/13 Northmont 4 p.m.
9/14 Waynesville 4:30 p.m.
9/18 at Carroll 4 p.m.
9/19 at Eaton 4:30 p.m.
9/20 at Valley View 4:30 p.m.
9/26 at SWBL 9 a.m.
9/28 at Kneton Ridge 4:30 p.m.

2017 VOLLEYBALL SCHEDULE
8/19 at Oakwood noon
8/22 Northwestern 7 p.m.
8/29 at Northridge 7 p.m.
8/31 at Preble Shawnee 7 p.m.
9/2 at Tri-County North 11 a.m.
9/5 at Madison 6:30 p.m.
9/9 at National Trail 2:15 p.m.
9/11 Valley View 7 p.m.
9/12 Carlisle 7 p.m.
9/14 at Dixie 7 p.m.
9/16 at Frankin Monroe 12:30 
p.m.
9/19 at Waynesville 7 p.m.
9/21 at Madison 7 p.m.
9/23 at Piqua Invitational 9 a.m.
9/25 at Ansonia 7 p.m.
9/28 at Carlisle 6:30 p.m.
10/3 Dixie 7 p.m.
10/5 Waynesville 7 p.m.
10/10 at Northridge 7 p.m.
10/12 Preble Shawnee 7 p.m.

2017 CROSS COUNTRY 
SCHEDULE
8/21 at Lost Creek Invitational 
6 p.m.
8/26 Bob Schul Invitational 
9 a.m.
9/2 at Covington Eagles 9 a.m.
9/9 at Brookville Invitational 
9 a.m.
9/13 at Piqua Invitational 4 p.m.
9/23 at Centerville Night Lights 
8 p.m.
9/30 Miami County Invitational 
9 a.m.
10/4 at Tippecanoe 2-Mile 5 p.m.
10/14 at SWBL 9:30 a.m.
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By David Fong
dfong@aimmediamidwest.com

TROY — With many 
of its key players back 
from a team that won 
the fi rst district title in 
school history, expecta-
tions are riding high 
for the Troy Christian 
boys soccer team this 
season.

“We were district 
champs last year and 
would like to repeat 
that again this year, as 
well as win a regional 
fi nal game,” Troy Chris-
tian coach Ryan Zeman 
said. “We fi nished 
second in the Metro 
Buckeye Conference in 
2016 and have our eye 
on winning that this 
year.”

The Eagles’ defense 
should be solid with 
All-MBC goalie Jackson 
Kremer — who Zeman 
describes as “one of 
the best keepers in 
the Miami Valley” — 
returning. Two seniors 
— captain Kevin Smith 
and Riley Hall — along 
with juniors Tristan 
Miller and Jacob 
Wynne will make up 
Troy Christian’s back 
four.

In the midfi eld, Troy 
Christian returns a pair 
of All-MBC performers 
in seniors Jared Trim-

bach and Colt Tanner, 
both team captains. 
Junior Grant Conklin 
also will see time in the 
midfi eld.

Up top, senior striker 
Andrew Strait (10 
goals in 2016) returns. 
He’ll be joined by 
senior Jesse Newman 
and sophomores Con-
nor Peters and Tripp 
Schulte.

Girls Soccer
The Eagles will fi eld 

a young team this year.
“We hope to fi nish 

strong in the league,” 
coach Brian Peters 
said. “We are very 
young with only two 
seniors. We will be 
working on building 
team unity and get-
ting the young girls up 

to speed on the high 
school game. We have 
a very small roster 
and are very young. 
The girls have a great 
attitude and have been 
working hard to get 
ready for the upcoming 
season.”

Volleyball
Troy Christian looks 

to lean on its ath-
leticism and versatility 
this season.

“We are a very ath-
letic, versatile team 
with many tools at 
our disposal,” second-

year coach Karen For-
rer said. “Under the 
leadership of seniors 
Kathryn Lee and Brit-
tany Swartz, we are 
confi dent that we will 
compete for a confer-
ence championship and 
be prepared to go deep 
into the postseason.”

Troy Christian’s 
outside hitters will be 
seniors Lee and Rachel 
Winters, along with 
sophomore Kristen 
Rodrigues and junior 
Jalyn Forrer.

The middle hitters 
will be junior Nicole 
Seagraves and sopho-
more Jenna Douglas.

Swartz will be the 
team’s key setter.

Junior Alli Winger 
will be the team’s libe-
ro, while sophomore 
Ellie Smith will be the 

defensive specialist.

Boys Cross Country
The Eagles return a 

strong nucleus of talent 
this season.

Senior Zack David-
son, juniors Nick Pratt 
and Isaac Flora and 
sophomores Robert 
Ventura, Aiden Tkach 
and Nate Hunnicutt all 
return.

“Nick Pratt, Isaac 
Flora and Robert Ven-
tura will be the guys 
leading the group, and 
at this point, any one 
of them on a given Sat-
urday will be the team 
leader,” Troy Christian 
coach Jeff McDaniel 
said. “But with the 
experience this group 
has, our top fi ve will be 
running pretty strong 
together and hopefully 

in a tight pack.
“Our conference is 

the Metro Buckeye 
Conference, and we are 
hoping that this will 
be the year we take the 
team title home. We 
also plan on having the 
team at Troy for region-
als and working to get 
the group to state.”

Girls Cross Country
Troy Christian will 

have three runners 
on its team, including 
juniors Rachel Plum-
mer and Sophie Pitsen-
barger, both of whom 
return from last season.

“The girls team is 
three strong this year, 
and they will be run-
ning for some personal 
best times and the 
chance to race at Troy 
for regionals.”
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Eagles to feature plenty of new faces
By David Fong
dfong@aimmediamidwest.com

TROY — It might 
end up being the lon-
gest “Meet the Team 
Night” in Troy Chris-
tian football history.

That’s because nearly 
every player off a Troy 
Christian football team 
that finished the regu-
lar season ranked in 
the state and made the 
playoffs for the second 
time in three years 
graduated last spring, 
leaving the Eagles 
with a roster of almost 
entirely new faces — 
some of whom have 
never played football 
before — heading into 
the 2017 season.

“It’s definitely going 
to be a challenge,” 
second-year coach Ryan 
Jones said. “Things 
are going to be a lot 
different than they 
were last year. We’ve 
only got two kids who 
have ever really started 
before — Louden Saul-
beamer and Cameron 
Strine — back. And 
we’ve only got two 
more kids, Nick Baker 
and Harrison Hartman, 
who really saw a lot of 
playing time last year, 
back.”

All of which has 

forced Jones and his 
staff to handle things a 
little different this pre-
season than last year.

“We’ve had to step up 
our game and be better 
coaches,” Jones said. 
“We’ve had to pay more 
attention to detail and 
become better teachers. 
We can’t assume kids 
know certain things. 
The other day we were 
talking about down 
blocking. Some of the 
kids didn’t know what a 
down block was. OK, so 
we had to back things 
up and teach them 
what a down block was. 
That’s something we 
didn’t necessarily have 
to do last year.”

J0nes has been able 
to find at least one 
silver lining in losing 
nearly every starter — 
and a fair amount of 
backups — from last 
year’s team, however.

“I’ve found there’s a 
lot more competition 
for jobs this year,” he 
said. “Last year, we had 
some guys who were 
not so worried about 
losing their jobs. This 
year, there is more com-
petition. There’s also 
a lot more evaluation. 
It was easy making out 
our depth chart last 
year. This year, we are 

constantly changing it.”
Offensively, Caleb 

Twiss and Nathan 
Waltz are battling it out 
for the starting quarter-
back position. At run-
ning back, Saulbeamer, 
Jason Blake and Jacob 
Edwards all figure to 
be in the mix. Wide 
receiver is the most 
experienced group on 
offense, with Stine and 
Hartman returning. 
Brady Clawson also 
will see time at wide 
receiver this season.

On the offensive 
line, Baker — the lone 
holdover from last sea-
son — returns. He’ll 
be joined at offensive 
tackle by Matthew 
Newcomer. Playing at 
the guard positions will 
be Micah Trimbach and 
Grant Doucette. Carson 
Kindred will be center. 
Noah Kenworthy also 
will be in the mix on 
the offensive line, Jones 
said, and is capable of 
playing any of the five 
positions.

On defense, Kindred 
and Newcomer will be 
at the defensive end 
spots, while Doucette 
and Trimbach will 
anchor the middle as 
defensive tackles.

The Eagles’ lineback-
ers will be Lear Cur-

rent, Josh Hivner and 
Saulbeamer, with Wil-
liam Rudd also seeing 
playing time there as 
well.

Strine and Hart-
man will anchor the 
defensive backfield at 
the two safety posi-
tions, while Clawson, 
Edwards and Sam 
Lavielle all should see 
playing time at corner-
back.

With so many new 
faces, Jones said he is 
not opposed to chang-
ing his schemes or 
philosophies — and, in 
fact, it may be a neces-
sity.

“We’re not going to 
try to put a square peg 
into a round hole, as 
they say,” Jones said. 
“We’re going to try to 
figure out ways to win 
using the guys we’ve 
got.”

Contact David Fong at dfong@
aimmediamidwest.com; follow him 
on Twitter @thefong.

Photo Courtesy of Lee Woolery | Speedshot Photo
Louden Saulbeamer (10) returns at linebacker for Troy Christian 
this season.

Anthony Weber | Troy Daily News
Harrison Hartman (28) returns at defensive back for Troy Christian 
this year.

2017 FOOTBALL SCHEDULE
8/25 Dayton Chrsitian 7 p.m.
9/1 at Bradford 7:30 p.m.
9/8 Northridge 7 p.m.
9/15 at Lucas 7 p.m.
9/22 Greenfi eld McClain 7 p.m.
9/29 at Carey 7 p.m.
10/6 at Jeff erson 7 p.m.
10/13 Hillcrest Academy 7 p.m.
10/20 Lima Central Catholic 
7 p.m.
10/27 Little Miami 7 p.m.

Eagles hope to repeat as district champs

Photo Courtesy of Lee Woolery | Speedshot Photo
Jackson Kremer returns at goalie for the Troy Chritsian boys 
soccer team.

Photo Courtesy of Lee Woolery | Speedshot Photo
Nick Pratt is expected to be a team leader for the Troy Christian 
boys cross country team this fall.

2017 BOYS GOLF SCHEDULE
8/4 at Fairlawn 9 a.m.
8/7 at Urbana Invitational 9:30 
a.m.
8/8 at Miamisburg Invitational 
8 a.m.
8/9 at MBC 1 p.m.
8/14 at Troy Invitational Noon
8/17 at Dayton Christian 5 p.m.
8/21 at Emmanuel Christian 
4:30 p.m.
8/24 MBC Tri-Match 5:30 p.m.
8/26 at Tri-Village Invitational 
8 a.m.
8/28 at Russia 4:30 p.m.
8/29 at Carroll 4 p.m.
9/5 Emmanuel Christian 4:30 
p.m.
9/7 MBC Tri-Match 5 p.m.
9/9 at Franklin-Monroe 
Invitational 8:30 a.m.
9/12 at Lehman 4 p.m.
9/14 Riverside 4:30 p.m.
9/18 at Russia 4:30 p.m.
9/19 at Mississinawa Valley 
4:30 p.m.
9/21 MBC 1:30 p.m.
9/25 Dayton Christian 4:30 p.m.

2017 BOYS SOCCER 
SCHEDULE
8/21 Celina 6:45 p.m.
8/24 Bethel 5 p.m.
8/29 Miami Valley School 6:45 
p.m.
9/2 at Franklin-Monroe Noon
9/5 at Legacy Christian 7 p.m.
9/9 Miami East 12:45 p.m.
9/12 Botkins 5 p.m.
9/16 Xenia 12:45 p.m.
9/21 at Emmanuel Christian 
5:30 p.m.
9/23 at Lehman 11 a.m.
9/25 at Newton 7 p.m.
9/28 at Yellow Springs 7 p.m.
9/30 at Chaminade Julienne 
7:30 p.m.
10/3 Dayton Christian 6:45 p.m.
10/10 Seven Hills 5 p.m.

2017 GIRLS SOCCER 
SCHEDULE
8/19 at West Liberty-Salem 
5:30 p.m.
8/22 Botkins 5 p.m.
8/24 Bethel 6:45 p.m.
8/29 Middletown Christian 5 
p.m.
9/2 at Franklin-Monroe 10 a.m.
9/5 at Legacy Christian 5 p.m.
9/9 Miami East 11 a.m.
9/12 at National Trail 7 p.m.
9/14 Preble Shawnee 5 p.m.
9/19 at Emmanuel Christian 
5:30 p.m.
9/23 Cincinnati Country Day 
11 a.m.
9/25 at Newton 5 p.m.
9/28 at Yellow Springs 5 p.m.
10/3 Dayton Christian 5 p.m.
10/10 Miami Valley 6:45 p.m.
10/14 Lehman 11 a.m.

2017 VOLLEYBALL SCHEDULE
8/21 Bradford 6:45 p.m.
8/24 at Franklin 6:45 p.m.
8/26 Legacy Christian 10 a.m.
8/29 Yellow Springs 6:15 p.m.
9/2 at Franklin-Monroe 11:15 a.m.
9/5 at Jeff erson 6 p.m.
9/7 Middletown Christian 6:15 
p.m.
9/9 at Stivers Noon
9/12 Dayton Christian 5 p.m.
9/14 at Emmanuel Christian 
7:15 p.m.
9/16 at Northwestern 11:15 a.m.
9/19 at Legacy Christian 6 p.m.
9/21 at Yellow Springs 6:15 p.m.
9/23 at Mississinawa Valley 
11:15 a.m.
9/28 Jeff erson 5 p.m.
9/30 at Bethel 11:15 a.m.
10/3 at Middletown Christian 
6:15 p.m.
10/5 at Dayton Christian 6 p.m.
10/7 Ansonia 11:15 a.m.
10/10 Emmanuel Christian 6:15 
p.m.

2017 CROSS COUNTRY 
SCHEDULE
8/19 OHSAA Preseason Meet 
2 p.m.
8/21 at Lost Creek Reserve 
Invitational 5 p.m.
8/26 at Bob Schul Invitational 
9 a.m.
9/2 at Greenville Invitational 
8 a.m.
9/9 at Troy Invitational 10 a.m.
9/12 at Fort Loramie Invitational 
4:30 p.m.
9/16 at Eaton Invitational 9 a.m.
9/23 at Centerville Invitational 
5 p.m.
9/30 at Miami County 
Invitational 9 a.m.
10/7 at Anna Invitational 10 a.m.
10/13 at Metro Buckeye 
Conference 10 a.m.
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rkiser@dailycall.com

COVINGTON — Lon-
nie Cain returns as Cov-
ington volleyball coach

The Buccaneers were 
12-13 overall last year and 
9-3 in the Cross County 
Conference.

Graduating off that team 
were Savanna Schaurer, 
Ashley Cecil and Rachel 
York.

Returning letterwinners 
include seniors Legend 
Patty, Breanna Kimmel 
and Lindsey Kimmel and 
juniors Makenna Gos-
tomsky and Lillian Ham-
ilton.

“This is a hard-working, 
positive group,” Cain 
said. “We will be working 
every day to get better and 
get our younger players 
up to speed so they may 
contribute to a successful 
season. My expectations 
for this group are to get 
better every day, represent 
Covington in a positive 
manner and to have a 
memorable season.”

Cain hopes for a top-
three fi nish in the CCC 
and noted that Covington’s 
schedule also includes 
defending D-IV state cham-
pion Jackson Center as 
well as D-III regional quali-
fi ers Anna and Versailles.

The Buccs also fi nished 
third in the Minster Invita-
tional a year ago.

Boys Cross Country
Josh Long returns for 

his 12th season as coach.

The Buccs fi nished fi fth 
in the CCC last year and 
14th at district.

Returning letterwinners 
include seniors Hunter 
Brumbaugh, Nate Cantrell, 
Mason Dilley, Ryan Gen-
gler, Spencer Hogue, 
Dylan Kelly, Tanner Kim-
mel and Nate Lyle; juniors 
Ian Benedict and Ashby 
Rench; and sophomores 
Zane Barhorst, Hunter 
Evans, Fletcher Metz and 
Andrew Parker.

New members include 
Avery Rench, Andrew 
Rose and Bennett Wel-
born.

“They have all been 
working extremely hard, 
so it will be fun to watch 
how much they have 
improved since last year,” 
Long said.

Long hopes to have his 
team running its best at 
the end of the season and 
being competitive at the 
CCC meet.

Girls Cross Country
Long also coaches the 

girls team.
Returning letterwinners 

include seniors Sarabeth 
Anderson, Danielle Alex-
ander, Emma Dammeyer, 
Kelsey Dysinger and Tori 
Lyle; juniors Paige Boeh-
ringer, Chelsea Ford and 
Ashlyn Plessinger; and 
sophomore Alexis Meyer.

New runners include 
Allie Garman, Sydney 
Hogue, Kayla Mitchell and 
Hailie-Jo Taxis.

“Leading the way will be 

returning state qualifi ers 
Danielle Alexander, Paige 
Boehringer, Chelsea Ford, 
Emma Dammeyer, Kelsey 
Dysinger and Ashlyn 
Plessinger,” Long said. 
“We have a solid group of 
runners returning with a 
lot of experience and they 
have some lofty goals. So, 
it will be fun to see how 
we progress as the season 
goes.”

Long expects the league 
race to be competitive and 
hopes his team will be in 
the mix.

Boys Golf
Bill Wise returns for his 

12th season as coach.
Wise is looking for 

improvement from last 
season, and those hopes 
will be led by returning 
district qualifi er Andrew 

Slusher.
“After a year of experi-

ence we should be a little 
better,” Wise said. “We 
only lost one senior but we 
only have one again this 
season. Andrew Slusher 
will be a force in the league 
this season and should vie 
for Player of the Year.”

The Buccs’ juniors and 
sophomores also got valu-
able experience last year.

“This year’s juniors, Jack 
Shell, Hunter Alexander, 
and Thomas Kuether, have 
improved from last sea-
son,” Wise said. “Sopho-
more Dylan Lucas has 
been hitting the ball well 
and will be one of the top 
golfers on the team.”

The Buccs also have a 
solid group of freshman.

“Our incoming fresh-
men, David McCool, 

Randy Anthony, Job Mor-
gan, and Grant Humphrey 
are looking pretty good 
and should all fi nd some 
playing time this season,” 
Wise said.

Wise expects Newton 
and National Trail to be 
strong in the CCC, along 
with Miami East and 
Franklin Monroe. Coving-
ton’s goal is to improve 
over last season and gain 
more valuable experience.

Girls Golf
The Buccaneer girls golf 

team graduated three of 
their top scorers from last 
season and bring a lot of 
inexperience to the course 
this year, and third-year 
coach Adam Sweigart 
wants mainly for his play-
ers to gain some faith in 
themselves.

Junior Emily Thompson 
and sophomore Emily 
Hedrick both played last 
season and will lead a 
group of only fi ve players 

this year.
“Both of them have 

match experience, so we 
are going to rely heavily 
on them,” Sweigart said. 
“We lost three seniors who 
were our scoring portion 
of every match, and that’s a 
hard task to fi ll. We’re very 
young, with only fi ve play-
ers. We hope to be com-
petitive, but fi nding out 
what type of team we are 
and want to become will 
be the biggest challenge 
in upcoming weeks. Right 
now, our main goal is to 
develop player confi dence. 
If that comes along, we 
will be right there.

Rob Kiser can be reached at (937) 
451-3334.Troy2525.hbh@gmail.com
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Expectations remain high for Covington football
By Ben Robinson
GoBuccs.com

COVINGTON — 
Fifty kids will be in 
uniform for the Cov-
ington Buccaneers this 
coming season, which 
leads to another cam-
paign of high expecta-
tions.

“Fifty kids, it’s hard 
to be upset about that 
with 21 sophomores 
and 14 freshman,” 
said Covington coach 
Tyler Cates, who led 
the Buccaneers to an 
11-1 record a year ago 
in his first season at 
the helm. “Thirty-five 
of our 50 kids are 
underclassman, so the 
future looks bright 
at Covington and I’m 
pretty excited about 
this season.”

Covington lost a very 
talented and experi-
enced senior class from 
last season, but Cates 
is confident his team 
will be able to reload 
thanks to the talent 
returning to the ros-
ter — including eight 
seniors.

“This group is extra 
motivated,” said Cates 
of the senior class. 
“They believe nobody 
is counting on them to 
be as good because of 
losing 13 seniors (from 
last year), so that gives 
them an extra motiva-
tion, a chip on their 
shoulder.”

Key returning 
seniors are Ethan 
Herron (RB/DB), Ty 
Freeman (SB/QB/DB), 
Zach Parrett (WR/
DB), Bowen Swank 
(OL/DL) and Joe 
Schmelzer (FB/TE/

LB). All are multi-year 
letter winners and 
returning starters.

“Ethan, Ty, Bowen 
and some of the other 
seniors have done a 
good job of helping 
the younger kids and 
giving them advice on 
what it takes to play at 
the varsity level,” said 
Cates. “The seniors 
know they will need 
the younger guys to 
step up in order for us 
to have a successful 
season, and they’ve 
done a good job provid-
ing that leadership to 
the younger kids.”

And the leadership 
began taking shape 
way before mandatory 
practices as the seniors 
organized players-
only practice sessions 
throughout the offsea-
son.

“Knowing what 
you are doing before 
you go into camp and 
practices, that helps us 
out a lot,” said senior 
running back and 
defensive back Ethan 
Herron. “We can go 
through practices more 
fluently and we don’t 
have to waist time 
teaching the younger 
kids how to run the 
plays. Us players get-
ting together on our 
own really helped a 
lot.”

The hard work and 
extra preparation has 
put a young Covington 
team in the right mind-
set of facing a much 
tougher schedule with 
the addition of Min-
ster and Fort Loramie 
as opponents to go 
along with traditional 
tough opponents in St. 

Henry, Miami East, 
Tri-County North and 
a host of other qual-
ity teams in the Cross 
County Conference.

“That’s something 
that will definitely 
help us,” said Cates in 
regards to how being 
battle-tested should 
the Buccs make the 
playoffs. “I have my 
theories on why the 
MAC does so well, and 
I think it’s the power in 
numbers and the com-
petition week in and 
week out they have. 
Now our numbers are 
increasing and we have 
a tougher schedule.”

And Cates doesn’t 
see any easy games on 
the schedule.

“St. Henry is a great 
team, and so is Min-
ster, who is coming 
off of a state final,” 
Cates said. “Fort 
Loramie is a tough 
team, Miami East is 
always tough, and with 
(Jason) Schondelmyer 
going back to Arca-
num, they’re going 
to get better. I think 
the league is getting 
tougher, our schedule 
is getting tougher, and 
I think that’s going to 
help us in the future to 
do what we want to do 
— which is go farther 
in the playoffs and win 

a state championship.”
The Buccs are hope-

ful they are headed 
in that direction even 
though there will be a 
lot of new faces inside 
the helmets on Fri-
day nights. The goals 
always remain the 
same.

“Playoffs is obviously 
number one,” said Her-
ron in regards to the 
team goals. “Going 
undefeated, that’s what 
we’ve always done in 

the past. But the one 
big goal is we want to 
try and make it farther 
in the postseason.”

The path to accom-
plish those goals are 
much tougher than in 
previous seasons due 
to a stiffer competition 
in the regular season 
schedule and the fact 
that there are several 
unknowns due to the 
youth on the roster 
increases the chal-
lenge.

But Cates and the 
Buccaneers are looking 
forward to taking on 
each challenge head 
on.

“We’re excited,” he 
said. “I like where we 
are right now as a team 
and I’m anxious to see 
how the kids progress 
throughout the year. 
It’s going to be excit-
ing to watch.”

It all starts on Friday 
at St. Henry.

Ben Robinson/GoBuccs.com
Ty Freeman returns for the Covington football team.

Bucc volleyball aims for CCC top 3

Anthony Weber/Troy Daily News
Covington’s Andrew Slusher follows through on a drive at the 
Kendig Memorial at Echo Hills this season.

2017 FOOTBALL SCHEDULE
8/25 at St. Henry 7:30 p.m.
9/1 Minster 7:30 p.m.
9/8 Fort Loramie 7:30 p.m.
9/15 at Tri-County North 7:30 
p.m.
9/22 Arcanum 7:30 p.m.
9/29 at Miami East 7:30 p.m.
10/6 Bethel 7:30 p.m.
10/13 at Bradford 7:30 p.m.
10/20 TV South 7:30 p.m.
10/27 at National Trail 7:30 p.m.

2017 BOYS GOLF SCHEDULE
8/9 Kendig Memorial 8 a.m.
8/10 at Greenville Invitational 
9 a.m.
8/11 at CCC Invitational 8:30 
a.m.
8/15 Piqua 10 a.m.
8/17 at Bethel 19 a.m.
8/21 Miami East 4 p.m.
8/22 National Trail 4 p.m.
8/24 at Tri-Village 4 p.m.
8/28 Twin Valley South 4 p.m.
8/31 at Tri-County North 4 p.m.
9/2 at Versailles Invitational 
8 a.m.
9/5 at Mississinawa Valley 4:30 
p.m.
9/7 Bradford 4 p.m.
9/9 at FM Jet Invitational 8:30 
a.m.
9/11 at Newton 4 p.m.
9/12 Ansonia 4 p.m.
9/14 Franklin-Monroe 4 p.m.
9/18 at Arcanum 4 p.m.
9/21 at CCC 8:30 a.m.

2017 GIRLS GOLF SCHEDULE
8/7 Eagles Lady Bucc 8 a.m.
8/10 at Lady Tiger Invitational 
8:30 a.m.
8/11 at CCC Preview 8:30 a.m.
8/15 Piqua 10 a.m.
8/17 at Bethel 10 a.m.
8/21 Miami East 10 a.m.
8/22 National Trail 4 p.m.
8/24 at Tri-Village 4 p.m.
8/26 at Miami East Invitational 
4 p.m.
8/31 at St. Henry 4 p.m.
9/7 at National Trail 4 p.m.
9/12 Tri-Village 4 p.m.
9/13 Piqua 4 p.m.
9/14 Franklin-Monroe 4 p.m.
9/19 at Arcanum 4 p.m.
9/21 at CCC 8:30 a.m.

2017 VOLLEYBALL SCHEDULE
8/28 Anna 5:30 p.m.
8/29 at Bethel 5:30 p.m.
8/31 Ansonia 5:30 p.m.
9/5 at Tri-Village 5:30 p.m.
9/7 Newton 5:30 p.m.
9/12 at Mississinawa Valley 
5:30 p.m.
9/14 Franklin-Monroe 5:30 p.m.
9/18 Fairlawn 5:30 p.m.
9/19 at Bradford 5:30 p.m.
9/21 Arcanum 5:30 p.m.
9/23 at Minster Invitational 
5:30 p.m.
9/26 TV South 5:30 p.m.
9/28 at Tri-County North 5:30 
p.m.
10/2 Versailles 5:30 p.m.
10/3 at National Trail 5:30 p.m.
10/10 Miami East 5:30 p.m.

2017 CROSS COUNTRY 
SCHEDULE
8/26 at Bob Schul Invitational 
9 a.m.
9/2 Bucc Eagles Invitational 
9 a.m.
9/9 at Spencerville Invitational 
9 a.m.
9/16 at Friendship Invitational 
9:30 a.m.
9/23 at Sidney Invitational 9 a.m.
9/30 at Miami County 
Invitational 9 a.m.
10/7 at Anna Invitational 10 a.m.
10/14 at CCC Invitational 10 a.m.
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By Josh Brown
jbrown@troydailynews.com

BRANDT — The 
Bethel boys soccer team 
won its fi rst Cross Coun-
ty Conference champion-
ship since 2011 outright 
last season, going 14-5-1 
overall.

This year, they won’t 
even technically get the 
chance to defend that 
crown.

With there being not 
enough teams in the 
CCC to crown a league 
champion, the Bees and 
their 11 returning start-
ers from last season will 
have to look to the post-
season for its big goals 
— which won’t be that 
hard a transition for the 
district runner-up Bees.

“We return all 11 
starters from a team that 
not only won the CCC, 
but was also district 
runner-up to eventual 
state champion Cincin-
nati Country Day,” said 
Bethel boys soccer coach 
Bob Hamlin, entering 
his 33rd year with the 
team. “We feel that we 
are hunted now, where 
last year we were doing 
the hunting. So we must 
be ready, and we have 
worked hard in the off-
season and through the 
summer to be prepared.”

Bethel boasts a roster 
of 13 seniors, begin-
ning with returning 
CCC Player of the Year 
and two-time All-Ohio 
honoree Korry Hamlin 
in the midfi eld. He and 
fellow senior midfi elder 
Tyler Brueckman are 
the Bees’ two return-
ing leading scorers, 
with senior Kyle Smith, 
junior Micah Mutlu and 
sophomores Cannon 
Dakin and Keaton Smith 

also in the midfi eld. At 
forward will be seniors 
Daniel Ross, Joe Miller, 
Jordan Donthnier and 
Garrett Gatrell and soph-
omores Nick Schmidt 
and Aiden Flomerfelt, 
and on defense will be 
seniors David Landes, 
Ben Lawson, Drew 
Kubiak, Luke Moorefi eld 
and Brandon Whet-
stone, junior Evan Hart 
and sophomore Colton 
Smith. And in the goal 
will be senior Alex van 
Haaren, who posted nine 
shutouts last season.

“It will be a differ-
ent year for us because 
there will be no CCC 
champion this year, as 
the league does not have 
enough members play-
ing soccer to count it as 
a league sport,” Hamlin 
said. “So now we have 
to treat the big games on 
our schedule as league 
games and get ourselves 
ready for the postseason. 
Hopefully we can make 
a run into late October 
and maybe even Novem-
ber.”

Girls Soccer
Dru Bescoe returns for 

the second season of his 
most recent stint as the 
Bethel girls soccer coach 
— and 11th total season 
with the team — and 
with the returners on 
the team, the Bees are 
looking to compete for 
a Cross County Confer-
ence title this season.

“We strive to be 
contenders in the CCC 
every season, and this 
season is no different 
than any other,” Bescoe 
said. “Team goals con-
sist of practicing at high 
levels and becoming a 
cohesive unit both on 
and off the fi eld. The 

team would also like to 
fi nish the season as a 
scholar team with a 3.0 
GPA.”

The Bees will have 
three captains this sea-
son, with senior Olivia 
Rust at forward, Maggie 
Kahler in the midfi eld 
and Hannah Marzolf 
in goal. Also up top 
will be seniors Lauren 
Newton and Molly 
McKenny and fresh-
men Danari Wenrick 
and Natilie Moorman, 
and also in the midfi eld 
will be Lydia Thumser, 
Makenzie Hoeferlin, 
Brielle Gatrell, Kianan 
King, Hannah Sortman, 
Morgan Reittinger, 
Racheal Larson, Emily 
Johnson, Ashley New-
ton, Marissa Routt, 
Ellie Daniel and Caiti 
Hallum. And on defense 
will be Brodi Voight, 
Machaella Staggs, Kim 
Poffenberger, Kory King 
and Brooke Reece, with 
Courtney Poole and Lisa 
Sebastian backing up the 
goaltender.

Volleyball
Lauren Siebenaller 

returns for her third sea-
son as the Bethel volley-
ball coach, and after the 
Bees showed improve-
ment last season, she 
hopes to see them keep 
moving forward this 
year.

“We are very excited 
about the team this 
year,” Siebenaller said. 
“Our goals are to have at 
least 10 wins and move 
up two or three spots in 
the Cross County Con-
ference.”

Alaina Hawthorn and 
Emily Berkshire return 
to provide punch on 
the outside, with Klau-
dia and Lydia Lowery 
patrolling the middle. 
Jackie Ontiveros will 
be the team’s setter, 
with Sophia Yarwick 
and Connor Heck on 
defense.

Boys Golf
The Bethel Bees said 

goodbye to their most 
experienced golfer at the 
end of last season in sec-
tional co-medalist and 

graduate Tyler Weinert, 
but the team brings back 
experience up and down 
the lineup and looks to 
improve on its Cross 
County Conference fi n-
ish from last year.

Four seniors — Austin 
Bird, Brayden Rowley, 
Adam Donahue and 
Riley Whalen — and 
sophomores Gabe Row-
ley and Alex Donahue all 
bring back experience 
from last year’s team, 
which fi nished in the 
middle of the CCC pack.

“We fi nished sixth 
in the CCC last year 

but lost four-time all-
conference golfer Tyler 
Weinert,” said Bethel 
boys golf coach Brett 
Brookhart, entering his 
24th year with the team. 
“Six guys return with 
experience from last 
year, though. We hope to 
improve throughout the 
season.”

Contact Josh Brown at (937) 552-
2132, or follow @TroyDailySports 
on Twitter.

S11

Home of the FREE Custom Mouthguard!
41015278

Bees look to build on their 7-3 season
By Josh Brown
jbrown@troydailynews.com

BRANDT — Last 
season, the Bethel 
football team not only 
posted its fi rst winning 
season since 2010, 
but it also came with 
a few computer points 
of qualifying for the 
playoffs.

Now in Scott Clod-
felter’s fourth season 
as the team’s coach, 
the Bees are hoping to 
stay healthy enough to 
contend in the Cross 
County Conference this 
year.

“I think I have a lot 
more confi dence in the 
team this year. We’ve 
kind of progressed to 
the point where we’re 
expecting to win, as 
opposed to the past 
where we were hoping 
to,” Clodfelter said. 
“We had a great year in 
the weight room, too.

“Our numbers are 
still low. We kind of 
had that last year, too, 
and we are progressing, 
but the key for us will 
be health. If we’re able 
to stay healthy, I feel 
that we’re going to con-
tinue to get better and 
move forward. A couple 
key injuries, and it’s a 
whole different story.”

Seeing what he has 
out of his team in the 
preseason, though, 
Clodfelter is more than 

pleased.
“We can tell we’re 

headed in the right 
direction,” he said. “I 
like what I’m seeing. 
The attitude is good 
and the passion is 
good. This is my fourth 
year, so there’s nothing 
left over from the past. 
Everything here is what 
we’ve done so far as the 
culture, and I feel good 
about that so far.”

And though Bethel 
graduated a lot of its 
skill players on offense, 
it does have a few key 
building blocks to use 
as a foundation — key 
among them four-year 
quarterback senior 
Jacob Evans.

“Jacob Evans is our 
fourth-year starting 
quarterback,” Clodfel-
ter said. “He’s really 
progressed over those 
four years. Without 
him, we’re in real 
trouble. He’s the straw 
that stirs the drink. In 
the triple-option, the 
quarterback has a lot 
of responsibility in his 
hands. And he’ll prob-
ably go both ways, too, 
also playing corner-
back.”

Hunter Shelley, Kel-
len Calhoun and Dylan 
Kelly give the Bees 
three returners on the 
line.

“We lost a lot of skill 
kids, but if we don’t 

get hurt, we’re going 
to have a really good 
offensive line,” Clod-
felter said. “The key 
for us is going to be 
up front. We’ve got an 
experienced line and 
an experienced quarter-
back, and I like what I 
see there.”

One other familiar 
name to Bethel fans 
that will be new to the 
football team is senior 
Caleb South. A star 
basketball player, South 
will play wide receiver 
and quarterback this 
season.

“He hasn’t played 
since the eighth grade,” 
Clodfelter said. “But 
I got him out fi nally, 
and he’s an athlete. 
He’s going to help us 
quite a bit. He’s a great 
kid. Our leaders on 
the team are our best 
kids, emotionally and 
mentally. That’s one 
of the biggest reasons 
I’m excited about this 
season.”

Junior Kendall James 
will also join the team 

at wide receiver and 
cornerback, and junior 
Jared Evans will likely 
take over at fullback, 
while Travis Durst and 
Jacob Palmer will likely 
play at wing back.

“We’ve got the mak-
ings of a solid group,” 
Clodfelter said. “I like 
what I’m seeing. Wins 
and losses, that’s to be 
determined. But as far 
as our coaching staff ’s 
emotional state, we 
really like these kids 
because they’ve really 
bought into our pro-
gram. They understand 
what we need to do to 
win. But the thing that 
does concern me is 
that, while we have fi ve 
or six solid three- or 

four-year starters, but 
everyone else is brand 
new. The concern is 
how the young guys 
will react when the 
going gets tough, but 
we’re still trying to 
build off of last year.”

If they’re going to 
compete in the new 
Cross County Confer-
ence, though — with 
Fort Loramie joining 
the league this season 
— the new Bees will 
have to fi nd ways to 
contribute early.

“We’ve still got Cov-
ington, Miami East, 
Tri-County North and 
Arcanum on the sched-
ule,” Clodfelter said. 
“We’re also playing Tri-
Village instead of Twin 

Valley South, but other 
than that it’s basically 
the same. But our goal 
is to go after the big 
boys. Our philosophy 
is that we feel we can 
match up with anybody. 
Everyone we play has 
almost double the kids 
we have, and it’s kind 
of gratifying to take a 
team of 28 and com-
pete with them.

“These kids just step 
up. They step up and 
fi nd ways to get better. 
We’re just praying for 
health, and we’ve got 
to get those young kids 
ready to go.”

Contact Josh Brown at (937) 552-
2132, or follow @TroyDailySports 
on Twitter.

Bethel boys shooting for long playoff run

File photo courtesy Lee Woolery/Speedshot Photo
Bethel’s Korry Hamlin, seen here competing in a cross country meet, is one of the 11 returning 
starters on the boys soccer team this year.

Anthony Weber | Troy Daily News file
Bethel’s Jacob Evans will return for his fourth season as the Bees’ quarterback this year.

2017 FOOTBALL SCHEDULE
8/25 at Northridge 7 p.m.
9/1 at Dayton Christian 7:30 p.m.
9/8 at Tri-Village 7:30 p.m.
9/15 Ansonia 7:30 p.m.
9/22 Miami East 7:30 p.m.
9/29 at Arcanum 7:30 p.m.
10/6 at Covington 7:30 p.m.
10/13 Tri-County North 7:30 p.m.
10/20 Bradford 7:30 p.m.
10/27 at Mississinawa Valley 
7:30 p.m.

2017 BOYS SOCCER 
SCHEDULE
8/21 Dixie 7:30 p.m.
8/23 Northeastern 7:30 p.m.
8/24 at Troy Christian 7 p.m.
8/28 at Kenton Ridge 7:15 p.m.
9/2 Tree of Life Christian 7 p.m.
9/5 Greeneview 7 p.m.
9/7 Newton 5 p.m.
9/11 Dayton Christian 7 p.m.
9/14 at Tri-County North 7 p.m.
9/16 at Miami Valley 1 p.m.
9/19 at Catholic Central 7 p.m.
9/21 at Brookville 7:15 p.m.
9/28 at Franklin Monroe 7:30 
p.m.
10/5 at Miami East 7 p.m.
10/9 Yellow Springs 7 p.m.
10/12 Twin Valley South 5:30 
p.m.

2017 BOYS GOLF SCHEDULE
8/7 Franklin Monroe 10 a.m.
8/9 at Kendig Memorial 8 a.m.
8/14 at Pre-CCC 8:30 a.m.
8/17 Covington 10 a.m.
8/21 at Mississinawa Valley 
4:30 p.m.
8/22 Tri-Village 4 p.m.
8/28 Arcanum 4 p.m.
8/29 Tri-County North 4 p.m.
8/31 at National Trail 4 p.m.
9/5 Newton 4:30 p.m.
9/7 at Ansonia 4:30 p.m.
9/9 at Franklin Monroe 8:30 a.m.
9/11 Miami East 4 p.m.
9/12 at Bradford 4 p.m.
9/18 at Franklin Monroe 4:30 
p.m.
9/21 at CCC 8:30 a.m.

2017 GIRLS SOCCER 
SCHEDULE
8/19 Stebbins 7 p.m.
8/24 at Troy Christian 5 p.m.
8/28 at Piqua 7:15 p.m.
8/31 at Kenton Ridge 7:15 p.m.
9/5 Greeneview 5 p.m.
9/7 Newton 7 p.m.
9/14 Tri-County North 5:30 p.m.
9/16 at Miami Valley 11 a.m.
9/19 at West Liberty-Salem 
7:15 p.m.
9/21 National Trail 7 p.m.
9/25 at Dayton Christian 5 p.m.
9/28 at Franklin Monroe 5:30 
p.m.
10/5 Miami East 7 p.m.
10/10 Anna 7 p.m.
10/12 Twin Valley South 7 p.m.

2017 VOLLEYBALL SCHEDULE
8/19 at Urbana 10 a.m.
8/21 Dayton Christian 6 p.m.
8/22 Legacy Christian 6 p.m.
8/24 Yellow Springs 5 p.m.
8/28 Greeneview 5:30 p.m.
8/29 Covington 5:30 p.m.
9/5 Ansonia 5:30 p.m.
9/7 at Tri-Village 5:30 p.m.
9/9 Carlisle 5:30 p.m.
9/12 Newton 5:30 p.m.
9/14 at Mississinawa Valley 
5:30 p.m.
9/18 East Clinton 5:30 p.m.
9/19 at Franklin Monroe 5:30 
p.m.
9/20 at Xenia 5:30 p.m.
9/21 Bradford 5:30 p.m.
9/26 at Arcanum 5:30 p.m.
9/28 Twin Valley South 5:30 p.m.
9/30 Troy Christian 10 a.m.
10/3 at Tri-County North 5:30 
p.m.
10/10 National Trail 5:30 p.m.
10/12 at Miami East 5:30 p.m.
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Indians look to get back to playoffs
By Rob Kiser
rkiser@dailycall.com

PIQUA — The Piqua 
football team will look 
for a third-straight play-
off appearance — at least 
that is the way coach Bill 
Nees and his staff are 
approaching it.

Coming off a playoff 
appearance in 2015, 
Piqua battled through 
devastating season-
ending injuries to Darien 
Tipps-Clemons (Michi-
gan State) and Derek 
Hite (returning senior) 
in week two to fi nish 7-3 
last season.

It appeared the Indians 
had earned a second 
straight playoff berth, 
but when Dunbar had to 
forfeit a pair of games for 
using an ineligible player, 
it wreaked havoc on the 
computer points stand-
ings, eventually shuffl ing 
Piqua out of the playoffs.

“The way we are look-
ing at it, we have been 
in the playoffs the last 
two years and the goal is 
to make it for the third 
straight season,” Nees 
said.

And while they had 
some big losses, Piqua 
also has plenty of room 
for optimism with the 
players they have back.

“We really like what 
we have at the skill posi-
tions,” Nees said.

Senior Austin Davis 
(5-11, 202) will return at 
the quarterback position.

Davis completed 74 
of 124 passes last year 
for 974 yards with seven 
touchdowns and one 
interception for a quar-
terback rating of 142.7.

“Austin (Davis) is 
coming off an injury and 
is 100 percent healthy,” 
Nees said. “I think it 
does (help having an 
experienced quarter-
back) and when Austin 
is healthy he is pretty 

special.”
The backfi eld will have 

to replace 1,000-yard 
rusher Allen Schrubb, 
but when Tipp-Clemons 
went down, senior Ben 
Schmiesing (6-2, 222) 
stepped up with a break-
out year on both sides of 
the ball.

He had 141 carries for 
806 yards and 10 touch-
downs, while catching 19 
passes for 294 yards and 
three touchdowns.

“Ben (Schmiesing) did 
all the things we asked of 
him last year,” Nees said. 
“He stepped up and did 
everything you could ask 
of a leader.”

Also seeing action 
in the backfi eld will be 
sophomore Colin Roe 
(5-6, 156), junior Arturo 
Mendoza (5-7, 187) and 
senior Devon Brown 
(5-11, 186).

Senior Hayden 
Schrubb (6-3, 182) is 
coming off a big season 
at receiver and had an 
impressive summer.

Schrubb caught 28 
passes for 446 yards and 
four touchdowns a year 
ago.

“Hayden (Schrubb) 
has already got some 
college offers and he will 
be getting a lot more,” 
Nees said. “We feel like 
we are pretty deep at the 
receiver position.”

Also seeing action at 
receiver will be junior 
Owen Toopes (6-0, 156), 
senior Cale Meckstroth 
(6-1, 187) and Roe.

When Piqua goes to 
the spread formation, 
seniors Sam Herndon 
(5-7, 151) and Colin 
Mills (6-1, 196) will be in 
the mix.

Splitting time at tight 
end will be Hite (6-3, 
269) and juniors Dylan 
Motter (6-3, 217) and 
Grant Toopes (6-2, 224).

While Piqua lost offen-
sive lineman Anthony 

Grunkemeyer to gradu-
ation, the Indians will 
feature an experienced 
group up front.

The center will be 
senior Colton Meyer 
(5-10, 222).

The guards will be 
junior Zayne Arbogast 
(6-1, 225) and senior 
Ben Bynum (5-11, 252), 
while the tackles will be 
senior Brent Lemmon 
(6-5, 271) and junior 
Caden Clark (6-3, 305).

Sophomore Riley Hill 
(6-2, 285) has also been 
fi lling in at the guard 
spot.

“We have fi ve guys 
with starting experi-
ence,” Nees said. “Ben 
(Bynum) has missed the 
preseason with an injury 
and Riley Hill has been 
playing there. So, that 
gives us another guy in 
the rotation.”

Piqua will have differ-
ent look on the front four 
of its defense this year.

Gone are 300-pound-
defensive tackles Tristen 
Cox and Josh Potter and 
defensive end Nathan 
Monnin (Kent State).

“We will have the same 
concept,” Nees said. “We 
will just be wired a little 
differently.”

The good news is the 
return of Hite at one 
defensive end position 
after missing the last 
eight games last season 
with an ACL injury.

“People forget just how 
good Derek Hite was as 
a sophomore,” Nees said. 
“He led the GWOC in 
sacks before he got his 
driver’s license. He was a 
force out there and after 
the injury, he is back 
even faster for his senior 
season.”

Grant Toopes will be at 
the other defensive end 
spot, with freshman Jer-
rel Lewis (6-0, 210) and 
Lance Reaves (6-0, 227) 
battling for playing time.

The defensive tackles 
will be juniors Brennan 
Toopes (6-0, 209) and 
Tyler Bolin (6-1, 203), 
with Arbogast in the 
mix.

“We are a little differ-
ent than last year,” Nees 
said. “We are going to 
have to move people 
around and take advan-
tage of our speed. Arbo 
(Zayne Arbogast) is also 
battling to get on the 
fi eld at defensive tackle.”

The Indians return 
four experienced play-
ers at linebacker, while 
replacing Ty Carnes and 
Brett Kraft.

On the outside will be 
Schmiesing and junior 
Mick Karn (5-11, 172) 
with junior Kraig Hem-
mert (5-11, 172) and 
senior James Congdon 
(5-9, 165) playing inside.

Schmiesing had 65 
tackles, two sacks, two 
forced fumbles and four 
interceptions a year ago, 
while Congdon had 46 
tackles.

“We return four start-
ers,” Nees said. “We have 
the defensive player of 
the year in the GWOC 
back in Ben Schmiesing. 
With the game today, you 
have to be athletic on the 
perimeter and Ben and 
Mick (Karn) give us that.

“Mick (Karn) played 
some quarterback on 
offense last year and he 
will still have a role in 
the offense, which will 
give Kraig (Hemmert) 
an opportunity. Congo 
(James Congdon) is 
another solid player back 

for us.”
Competing for time at 

linebacker will be junior 
Nickoah Medley (6-1, 
200) and sophomore 
Matt Blankenship (5-11, 
165).

The secondary must 
replace Dylan Cole, who 
had 83 tackles and two 
interceptions and Hunter 
Hawk, who had three 
interceptions, along with 
Caleb Patton.

Leading the way will 
be senior Jacob Bushnell 
(5-11, 183), who had 
30 tackles and a fumble 
recovery a year ago.

Joining him in the mix 
will be Brown, junior 
Chris Wooddell (5-9, 
139) and sophomore 
Makeegan Kuhn (6-1, 
203).

“Jacob (Bushnell) is 
going to have to be the 
hub back there,” Nees 
said. “He is the guy with 
experience.”

Piqua has experience 
on the special teams.

Karn averaged 31.9 
yards punting last year, 

while senior kicker Rob 
Comstock (5-9, 161) was 
34-for-41 on PATs a year 
ago.

The long snappers will 
be seniors Holden Yount 
(5-9, 196) and Meck-
stroth.

Piqua will be tested 
early, with Trotwood-
Madison and Franklin in 
week two and three.

“You can look at it that 
way,” Nees said. “But, 
then we have Xenia and 
Sidney back-to-back and 
the whole schedule is 
that way.”

Nees expects the 
GWOC North to be 
strong.

“I think every team in 
there is competitive,” he 
said.

And he expects that 
to include his team — 
as they hope to make a 
run to what they would 
consider to be a third-
straight playoff appear-
ance.

Rob Kiser can be reached at (937) 
451-3334.

Mike Ullery/AIM Media file
Piqua’s Hayden Schrubb catches the football last season.

Piqua CC looks to replace Mayse
By Rob Kiser
rkiser@dailycall.com

PIQUA — Kyle Bow-
man and Ryan King return 
for their second season as 
coaches of the Piqua boys 
cross country team.

Graduating off last year’s 
team were state qualifi er 
Andy Mayse, Dante Kemp 
and Bradley McPherson.

Returning letterwinners 
include senior Preston 
Schaeffer and sophomores 
Dakota Ward and Mitch 
Fletcher,

“Our team is young, 
but kids are stepping up 
and becoming leaders on 
the team,” Bowman said. 
“Many kids have been run-
ning all year, so we will see 
some big drops in time this 
year.”

Piqua will host a new 
meet this year — a two-
mile run to be run at Piqua 
Country Club.

“We are also hosting the 
Piqua Invitational,” Bow-
man said. “It is going to be 
run September 13 at Piqua 
Country Club. This is going 
to be a really great course 
and cool experience for the 
runners. No other team in 
the area has a nicer course 
than we do.”

The coaches hope to 
fi nish in the top fi ve in the 
GWOC North.

Girls Cross Country
Bowman and King also 

coach the girls.
Graduating off last year’s 

team were Juliya Hsiang, 
Kenna Bell, Hannah Van-
Gordon, Allie Cox, Lauren 
Gray and Claire Hilleary.

Returning letterwinners 
include juniors Alisah Rich-
ards, Elizabeth Cox and 
Olivia Ames and sopho-
mores Maeve Vulcan and 
Danielle Detter.

“Our team is young, 
but kids are stepping up 
and becoming leaders on 
the team,” Bowman said. 
“Many kids have been run-
ning all year, so we will see 
some big drops in time this 
year.”

The coaches hope to 
fi nish in the top fi ve in the 
GWOC North.

Volleyball
Liana Michael returns 

for her second season as 
varsity coach of the Piqua 
volleyball team.

The Indians fi nished 
15-8 overall and 10-5 in the 
GWOC a year ago.

Graduating off that team 
were Jordan Booker, Ashley 
Brading and Ashley Ho.

Returning letterwinners 
include seniors Lauren Wil-
liams (5-7, setter), Haley 
Michael (5-11, outside hit-
ter/middle) Kelsey Magote-
aux (5-5, libero), Savannah 
Hulme (5-10, outside hitter/

middle) , Navie Garber 
(5-9, middle/rightside), 
Kelsey Peters (5-2, defen-
sive specialist) and sopho-
more Tylah Yeomans (5-11, 
outside hitter/middle).

Rounding out the roster 
are senior Emily Powell 
(5-6, defensive special-
ist), juniors Kamy Trissell 
(5-3, defensive specialist), 
Kylie Trissell (5-3, defen-
sive specialist), Haleigh 
Beougher (5-9, rightside/
outside hitter) and Taylor 
Cavender (5-9, rightside/
outside hitter) and sopho-
more Danielle Widney (5-8, 
rightside).

“Every season we expect 
to do our best and show 
up in conference,” Michael 
said. “This year is no differ-
ent. We would like to pick 
up a few more conference 
wins. A winning season 
and advancing further than 
we did the year before in 
the OHSAA tournament 
remains the goal that we 
work toward every day.”

Michael hopes to be in 
the top three in the GWOC 
North.

Boys Golf
Andy Johnson is back for 

his second season as coach.
Piqua was 8-4 overall last 

year and 6-2 in the league.
Graduating off that team 

were Derek Jennings, Bren-

nan Hicks, Kody Poling and 
Jon Irvin.

Senior Aaron Davis is 
the lone returning letter-
men for Piqua.

“We are a very young 
and inexperienced team,” 
Johnson said. “Our goal is 
to improve in every match 
and build confi dence in 
each one of our golfers.”

Johnson expects the 
GWOC North to be strong 
and hopes to compete with 
Greenville and Sidney.

Girls Golf
Cathy Barhorst is back 

for her fi fth season as 
coach.

The Piqua girls were 
11-5 overall last year, 2-2 
in the GWOC North and 
GWOC North champions.

“After a very successful 
season last year, the Piqua 
girls golf team has achieved 
another fi rst — enough 
players to fi eld a JV team,” 
Barhorst said. “Tyler Berg-
man will coach the team.”

Graduating off that team 
were Anna Klopfenstein 
and Macey Pruitt.

“We have big shoes to 
fi ll after losing Anna and 
Macey,” Barhorst said. “We 
are going to need to have a 
couple of girls step up if we 
expect to do as well as we 
did last year.”

Junior Kelsey Bachman 
is back to lead the Indians.

“Kelsey Bachman should 
lead our team this year as 
she has worked extremely 
hard on her game during 
the summer,” Barhorst 
said. “She had a success-
ful summer, winning the 
Strawberry Festival Tourna-
ment and Echo Hills Junior 
Club Championship. I look 
for her to be one of the 
top players in the GWOC 
North this year.”

Also returning as letter-
winners are senior Korren 
Evans, junior Skylar Sloan 
and sophomore Adde Hon-
eycutt.

“Korren Evans shoud 
also have an excellent 
season,” Barhorst said. 
“This season should be her 
chance to really shine as 
she continues to improve 
each year. Skylar Sloan and 
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2017 FOOTBALL SCHEDULE
8/25 at Meadowdale 8 p.m.
9/1 Trotwood-Madison 7 p.m.
9/8 Franklin 7 p.m.
9/15 at West Carrollton 7 p.m.
9/22 Xenia 7 p.m.
9/29 Sidney 7 p.m.
10/6 at Greenville 7 p.m.
10/12 Butler 7 p.m.
10/20 at Tippecanoe 7 p.m.
10/27 at Troy 7 p.m.

2017 CROSS COUNTRY 
SCHEDULE
8/19 at OHSAA Preseason 8 a.m.
8/21 at Troy Lost Creek 
Invitational 5 p.m.
8/26 at Bob Schul Invitational 
9 a.m.
8/30 at Sidney Dual 9 a.m.
9/2 at Covington Invitational 
9 a.m.
9/7 at Milton-Union/Vandalia-
Butler 9 a.m.
9/13 Piqua Invitational 5 p.m.
9/16 at Graham Invitational 
9 a.m.
9/23 at Sidney Invitational 9 a.m.
9/30 at Miami County 
Invitational 9 a.m.
10/4 at Tipp Two Miler 9 a.m.
10/7 at Anna Invitational 9 a.m.
10/14 at GWOC 9 a.m.

2017  VOLLEYBALL SCHEDULE
8/19 at Bellefontaine 11 a.m.
8/22 Butler 7 p.m.
8/29 at Sidney 7 p.m.
8/31 Greenville 7 p.m.
8/5 at Troy 7 p.m.
9/7 Trotwood-Madison 7 p.m.
9/12 West Carrollton 7 p.m.
9/14 at Xenia 7 p.m.
9/18 at Wapakoneta 7 p.m.
9/20 Sidney 7 p.m.
9/21 Fairborn 7 p.m.
9/23 Piqua Invitational 9 a.m.
9/26 at Stebbins 7 p.m.
9/27 at Vandalia-Butler 7 p.m.
10/2 Northmont 7 p.m.
10/3 Tippecanoe 7 p.m.
10/7 at Celina 7 p.m.
10/10 at Greenville 7 p.m.
10/12 Troy 7 p.m.

2017 BOYS GOLF SCHEDULE
8/4 at Miami East 9 a.m.
8/7 at Pre-GWOC Tournament 
8:30 a.m.
8/9 at Kendig Memotial 8 a.m.
8/10 at Greenville 8:25 a.m.
8/14 at Troy Noon
8/15 Covington 10 a.m.
8/16 at Tippecanoe Noon
8/23 Graham 4 p.m.
8/26 at Joe Middleton 
Invitational 8:30 a.m.
8/29 at Greenville 4 p.m.
8/30 at Miami East 4 p.m.
8/31 Sidney 4 p.m.
9/6 Stebbins 4 p.m.
9/7 at Fairborn 4 p.m.
9/11 Russia 4 p.m.
9/12 at Troy 4 p.m.
9/18 at Milton-Union 4 p.m.
9/19 at Sidney 4 p.m.
9/20 Covington 4 p.m.
9/25 Greenville 4 p.m.
9/267 at GWOC Postseason 
8:30 a.m.

2017 GIRLS GOLF SCHEDULE
8/7 at Pre-GWOC 11:30 a.m.
8/10 at Ben Logan Invitational 
8 a.m.
8/14 at Trojan Invitational 8 a.m.
8/17 at Greenville 3:30 p.m.
8/23 Beavercreek 4 p.m.
8/24 Tippecanoe/Wapakoneta 
4 p.m.
8/26 at Miami East 4 p.m.
8/28 at West Carrollton 4 p.m.
8/29 at Franklin Monroe 4 p.m.
8/30 Northmont 4 p.m.
9/5 Troy 4 p.m.
9/6 Butler/Miami East 4 p.m.
9/11 at Wayne 4 p.m.
9/13 West Carrollton/Covington 
4 p.m.
9/14 at Northmont 4 p.m.
9/18 at Fairmont 4 p.m.
9/20 at Greenville 4 p.m.
9/21 at Vandalia-Butler 4 p.m.
9/27 at GWOC Postseason 8 a.m.
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Playoff berth the goal for Lehman
By Rob Kiser
rkiser@dailycall.com

SIDNEY — The goal 
really doesn’t change.

Coming off a 7-4 season 
and a fourth straight playoff 
appearance, the Lehman 
football team will look to 
continue that success under 
coach Richard Roll.

“We have made the 
playoffs the last four years,” 
Roll said. “That is always 
at the top of the goal sheet, 
because when we came 
here we weren’t in a league. 
Our goals are always to 
make the playoffs and win 
the league.”

Lehman returns a talent-
ed backfi eld, despite having 
to replace the versatile 
Dylan Arnold.

Junior quarterback 
Elliott Gilardi (6-0, 165) 
passed for 1,271 yards last 
year, completing 95 of 168 
passes. He threw for 15 
touchdowns, against nine 
interceptions. Gilardi also 
rushed for 557 yards and 
eight touchdowns on 100 
carries.

Backing him up will be 
senior Kameron Lee (6-4, 
215).

At tailback will be senior 
Owen Smith (5-11, 177). 
Smith rushed for 728 yards 

and nine touchdowns last 
year on 74 carries. Also 
seeing action will be senior 
Aldo Barrera (5-6, 160) and 
junior Mitchell Sollmann 
(6-0, 175). The hybrid back 
is senior Brandon Barhorst 
(5-11, 160). He caught 14 
passes for 246 yards and 
three TDs last year. Also 
seeing action will be senior 
Alvaro Barrera (5-6, 145) 
and sophomore Ronald 
Bertini (5-8, 150).

“It helps having him 
back,” Roll said of Gilardi. 
“We feel like Owen Smith 
and Brandon Barhorst 
are two special backs and 
Elliott is a special player 
too.”

There is no real drop off 
at receiver.

They are led by Lee, who 
caught 24 passes for 296 
yards and four TDs last 
year.

Also seeing action at 
receiver will be junior Brad-
ly Haynes (6-0, 150), junior 
John Cianciolo (5-6, 130) 
and sophomore Brendan 
O’Leary (5-9, 145). Senior 
Michael Bunker (6-5, 230) 
is the tight end and caught 
11 passes for 182 yards and 
two TDs last year. Also 
seeing action there will be 
senior Braiden Sherman 
(6-0, 150).

“We feel really good 
about all our skill play-
ers,” Roll said. “Our line 
has decent size, it is just 
not real big. We have the 
weapons on offense, we just 
need to protect them. Last 
year, it took the middle of 
the season to fi nd our iden-
tity. That is running the 
ball, but we feel like we can 
do both well.”

The line will include 
junior Nicholas Largent 
(5-11, 170) at center. The 
guards will be seniors Col-
lin Haller (6-0, 215) and 
Seth Sargent (6-4, 245), 
while the tackles will be 
seniors Logan Richard 
(5-11, 170) and Michael 
Wesner (5-10, 190). Also 
seeing action on the line 
will be senior Sam Young 
(6-2, 190) and junior Ethan 
Knapke (6-0, 170).

“We have seven guys 
there,” Roll said. “We can 
rotate guys in and out.”

Defensively, Lehman is a 
veteran group.

The defensive lineman 
include Bunker, who had 
5.5 sacks a year ago. Also 
on the line will be Sam 
Young, Ethan Knapke, 
Haller, Sargent and Wes-
son.

Returning at linebacker 
are Sherman and Richard, 

who both had 56 tackles 
last year. Richard also had 
two interceptions. Sherman 
will be at outside linebacker 
and also seeing action there 
will be O’Leary and Soll-
mann. Richard will be at 
inside linebacker and also 
seeing action there will be 
will be sophomore Andrew 
Barhorst (6-0, 165) and 
Aldo Barrera.

The secondary includes 
Barhorst, who had 77 
tackles a year ago, Smith, 
who had 72 tackles and two 
interceptions and Lee. Also 
seeing action back there 
will be Haynes, Bertini, 
Alvo Barrera and Gilardi.

“Defensively, a lot of 
those guys are three-year 
starters,” Roll said. “It is 
a little scary, because how 
much improvement are you 
going to see after starting 

three years. We feel like 
these guys will get there.”

The kicker will be junior 
Michael Denning (6-1, 
175), while the punter 
will be Lee and the long 
snapper will be Smith. 
The return spots are up for 
grabs.

Roll expects the NWCC 
to be a challenge again, 
after sharing the title last 
year with Upper Scioto 
Valley.

“Riverside is going to be 
really good,” he said. “Lima 
Perry has some talented 
players back. A lot of teams 
graduated a lot of quality 
players, so it is hard to get 
a feel where they are at. I 
expect us to compete for 
the title.”

Lehman will again face a 

challenging non-conference 
schedule.

Lehman will open the 
season with Fort Recovery 
and play Miami East in 
non-conference play, as 
well.

“We have not won our 
opener since I have been 
here,” Roll said. “When 
you play MAC schools and 
teams like that, it is going 
to get you ready (for league 
play). We have always 
found a way to be playing 
our best at the end of the 
season. The goal is to get 
better every week.”

And if they do that, the 
other goals will fall into 
place.

Rob Kiser can be reached at (937) 
451-3334.

Todd B. Acker | AIM Media
Lehman’s Elliott Gilardi carries the football against Fort Loramie 
last season.

2017 FOOTBALL SCHEDULE
8/25 at Fort Recovery 7:30 p..m.
9/1 MIAMI EAST (at Sidney) 
7 p.m
9/9 GRAHAM (at Piqua) 7 p.m.
9/15 at Ridgemont 7 p.m.
9/22 MARION ELGIN (at 
Lehman) 7 p.m.
9/29 at Hardin Northern 7 p.m.
10/6 WAYNESFIELD (at Piqua) 
7 p.m.
10/13 at Upper Scioto Valley 
7 p.m.
10/20 LIMA PERRY (at Sidney) 
7 p.m.
10/27 at Riverside 7 p.m.

Cav volleyball looks to win NWCC
By Rob Kiser
rkiser@dailycall.com

SIDNEY — Greg 
Snipes returns as Lehman 
Catholic volleyball coach

Snipes has a record of 
463-123 over 22 seasons 
and has coached the Cav-
aliers to three state titles.

Graduating off last 
year’s team that fi nished 
16-11 overall and 7-0 in 
the NWCC are All-Ohio 
outside hitter Sidney 
Chapman, along with 
Madison Hussey, Camille 
Odle and Lindsey Elsner.

Returning letterwinners 
included seniors Ellie 
Scott (opposite hitter), 
Lauren Larger (outside 
hitter), Maddy McFarland 
(outside hitter) and Hai-
ley Wick (libero); juniors 
Alexi Snipes (setter) and 
Malorie Hussie (middle 
blocker); and sophomores 
Lauren McFarland (set-
ter) and Abby Schutt 
(middle blocker).

Top newcomers include 
senior Brogan McIver 
(defensive specialist), 
junior Lauren Riley (out-
side hitter), sophomore 
Olivia Lucia (middle 
blocker) and freshman 
Pyper Sharkins (defen-
sive specialist).

“We look forward 
to a successful season 

with a lot of returning 
letterwinners and new 
young talent,” Snipes 
said. “Goals will be to 
win the league and make 
a strong tournament run. 
Competition around the 
area should be strong as 
it has been in the past. 
The competition we get 
during the regular season 
should prepare us for the 
tournament.”Lehman will 
look to continue its per-
fect record in the NWCC. 
Snipes expects to be chal-
lenged by Riverside and 

Hardin Northern.

Boys Cross Country
Kyle Hermiller returns 

for his fourth season as 
coach.

Lehman won its third 
league title in four years 
last year.

Returning letterwin-
ners are juniors Elias 
Bezy and Aaron Topp and 
sophomores Alex Vander-
horst and Chris Goette-
moeller.

“Our boys lost a strong 
group of leaders last 
year, but we are return-
ing our top runner with 
sophomore Chris Goette-
moeller, who has a shot at 
qualifying for regionals,” 
Hermiller said. “Elias and 
Alex are two spirited run-
ners who often discuss 
how much they each want 
to be our second runner 
on the team. I am excited 

to see that friendly com-
petition. Aaron will likely 
provide our incoming 
freshman Scott Petersen 
a challenge for the fourth 
spot on the team.

“Our team is rounded 
out by freshman Andrew 
Wiseman, an extremely 
positive young man who 
has gotten signifi cantly 
stronger since his seventh 
grade cross country sea-
son, and has the potential 
for much more.”

Girls Cross Country
Hermiller also coaches 

the girls.
Returning letterwin-

ners off a team that won 
its fourth straight NWCC 
title are seniors Alanna 
O’Leary (two-time state 
qualifi er), Caitlin Swal-
low, Theresa Flood, Leah 
Peoples and Miriam 
Bezy; and junior Maria 
Schmiesing.

They will be joined by 
freshman Maggie Bezy.

“Our girls team had no 
seniors last year, so we 
are returning a strong 
group,” Hermiller said. 
“Some of which ran track 
for the fi rst time last 
spring, so I expect they 
will come into this season 
much stronger than years 
past. Alanna’s experience 
at the state meet should 
allow her to challenge for 
a spot in Columbus again 
this fall.”

Hermiller feels like his 
team has an excellent 
chance for a fi fth straight 
NWCC title.

Boys Golf
Eric Harlamert is back 

for his third season as 
coach.

Lehman fi nished sec-
ond in the NWCC and 
advanced to the district 
tournament last year.

The Cavaliers will 
be led by senior Tyler 
Lachey, a two-time dis-
trict qualifi er and fi rst 
team All-NWCC selec-
tion. Junior Cole Gilardi 
was fi rst team All-NWCC 
selection last year, while 
senior Ryan Schmidt was 
a second team All-NWCC 
selection.Also returning 
are senior Griffi n West 
and sophomores Mikey 
Rossman and Brandyn 
Sever.

Rounding out the ros-
ter are junior Bryce Ken-
nedy, sophomores Ethan 
Derryberry, Nathan Rocke 
and Ian Mohrbacher and 
freshman Alex Keller and 
Ryan Gibson.

“We have three very 
experienced varsity golf-
ers coming back and we 
have three golfers that 
are improving every 
day,” Harlamert said. “I 
am hoping to have a suc-
cessful year, including 
winning the league and 
advancing in the OHSAA 
tournament.

“Tyler Lachey had one 
of our best scores last 
year and is defi nitely a 
player to watch. Ryan 
Schmidt and Cole Gilardi 
are also right in there 
competing strongly.”

Boys Soccer
Tom Wiseman returns 

for his third season as 
coach.

Lehman fi nished 7-10-1 
overall last year and 5-4 
in the WOSL.

Returning letterwin-
ners include seniors Jake 
Emrick (midfi elder), 
Ryan Goettemoeller 
(utility), Tim Buech-
ter (keeper) and Max 
Hamlin (midfi elder); 
juniors Michael Denning 
(midfi elder/back), Joe 
Ritze (back) and Ye Chen 
(back); and sophomores 
Ethan Potts (wing), 
Christian Goettemoeller 
(back), Matthew McDon-
ald (wing), Mikkel Alva-
rez (back), Tommy Ham-
lin, (forward), Elijah Jock 
(forward) and Michael 
Allenbaugh (midfi elder).

“It was a disappoint-
ing fi nish in the WOSL 
last year,” Wiseman said. 
“That should improve. 
We are looking for con-
tinued improvement in 
our record and program. 
Our main challenge is low 
numbers — conditioning 
is a key.”

Wiseman sees his start-
ing 11 as a strength.

“They can compete 
with most teams in the 
Miami Valley,” he said.

Wiseman hopes to com-
pete for the WOSL title 
with Botkins, Temple 
Christian and Jackson 
Center.

Girls Soccer
The Lehman girls soc-

cer team is coming off 
a 16-2-1 season and 7-0 
record in the WOSL. The 
Cavaliers were a D-III dis-
trict fi nalist.

“We graduated an 
amazing senior class,” 
Lehman coach Jeremy 
Lorenzo said. “That 
includes fi ve starters from 
last season’s record break-
ing year at Lehman. How-
ever, there is no shortage 
of incoming talent this 
year. We will be returning 
15 letterwinners from last 
year’s team.”

They include seniors 
Camille Brown (keeper), 
Abby Jones (defender), 
Grace Dexter (mid-
fi elder), Molly Safreed 
(forward) and Amanda 
Titterington (defender).

Brown recorded 15 
shutouts a year ago, while 
Safreed was the team’s 
leading scorer. Abby 
Jones and Amanda Titter-
ington return to anchor 

2017 BOYS GOLF SCHEDULE
8/7 at Ridgemont 4:30 p.m.
8/8 at New Bremen 8:30 a.m.
8/11 at Jackson Center 9 a.m.
8/14 at Waynesfi eld-Goshen TBA
8/15 Verailles 2 p.m.
8/17 Arcanum 9 a.m.
8/21 at Waynesfi eld-Goshen 
4 p.m.
8/22 Fairlawn 4 p.m.
8/28 Upper Scioto Valley 4 p.m.
9/2 at Versailles Invitational 
8 a.m.
9/8 New Knoxville 4 p.m.
9/11 Riverside 4 p.m.
9/12 Troy Christian 4 p.m.
9/14 Piqua 4 p.m.
9/18 Sidney 4 p.m.
9/21 Houston 4 p.m.

2017 BOYS SOCCER 
SCHEDULE
8/19 at Sidney 1 p.m.
8/22 Fairlawn 5 p.m
8/24, Allen East 5 p.m.
8/29 at Milton-Union 6 p.m.
8/31 at Lincolnview 5 p.m.
9/7 New Knoxville 5 p.m.
9/12 at Spencerville 5 p.m.
9/21 at Jackson Center 5 p.m.
9/23 Troy Christian 11 a.m.
9/28 Lima Catholic 5:30 p.m.
9/30 at Yellow Springs TBA
10/3 Miami East 5 p.m.
10/5 at Lima Temple 5 p.m.
10/7 Newton 11 a.m.
10/10 at Botkins 5 p.m.
10/12 Franklin-Monroe 5 p.m.

2017 GIRLS SOCCER 
SCHEDULE
8/19 at Madeira 2 p.m.
8/24 at Allen East 7 p.m.
8/29 Milton-Union 6:45 p.m.
8/31 Lincolnview 5 p.m.
9/2 Preble Shawnee 12:45 p.m.
9/7 at Coldwater 7 p.m.
9/12 Spencerville 5 p.m.
9/14 Delphos St. John’s 5 p.m.
9/16, at Miami East 3:45 p.m.
9/19 Newton 5 p.m.
9/25 at West Liberty-Salem 
7 p.m.
9/28 at Lima Central Catholic 
7:30 p.m.
9/30 Summit Country Day 3 
p.m.
10/5 Anna 5 p.m.
10/10 Botkins 5 p.m.
10/14 at Troy Christian 11 a.m.

2017 VOLLEYBALL SCHEDULE
8/19 at Butler 11 a.m.
8/24 Waynesfi eld-Goshen 5:30 
p.m.
8/29 at Marion Local 5:30 p.m.
8/31 at Marion Elgin 5:30 p.m.
9/2 Lehman Invitational 9 a.m.
9/5 Urbana 5:30 p.m.
9/7 Riverside 5:30 p.m.
9/9 Jackson Center 10 a.m.
9/12 St. Henry 5:30 p.m.
9/14 at Upper Scioto Valley 
5:30 p.m.
9/16 Catholic Central 10 a.m.
9/19 Hardin Northern 5:30 p.m.
9/21 at Ridgemont 5:30 p.m.
9/25 at Fort Recovery 5:30 p.m.
9/26 at Russia 5:30 p.m.
9/30 Anna 11 a.m.
10/3 New Bremen 5:30 p.m.
10/5 Lima Perry 5:30 p.m.
10/9 at Miami East 5:30 p.m.
10/12 at Lima Temple 5:30 p.m.

2017 CROSS COUNTRY 
SCHEDULE
8/22 at Anna 5 p.m.
8/26 at Bob Schul Invitational 
9 a.m.
9/2 at Wapakoneta Invitational 
6:15 p.m.
9/9 at Spencerville Invitational 
9 a.m.
9/19 at Minster Classic 5 p.m.
9/23 at Sidney Invitational 10 
a.m.
9/30 at Botkins Invitational 
9 a.m.
10/4 at Tippecanoe Invitational 
9 a.m.
10/14 at Anna Invitational 10 a.m.

See LEHMAN | 16
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By Kyle Shaner
kshaner@aimmediamidwest.com

BRADFORD – The 
2017 season is a time of 
transition for the Brad-
ford football team as the 
Railroaders rejoin the 
Cross County Conference 
under the leadership of 
new head coach Chris 
Hawk.

Hawk, a Bethel gradu-
ate, comes to Bradford 
after two seasons at 
Tri-County North, where 
he served as the junior 
varsity coach and ran 
the varsity offense. He 
also spent three years at 
Springfi eld Northwest-
ern, where he was the 
defensive coordinator, 
and spent one season at 
Beavercreek.

Hawk is Bradford’s fi fth 
head coach in the past 
fi ve seasons and inherits 
a program that spent the 
past two years playing 
as a conference indepen-
dent. The Railroaders 
didn’t have a varsity team 
in 2014, instead playing 
a junior varsity slate. 
Subsequently, the CCC 
kept Bradford out of the 
league for the past two 
years, but now the Rail-

roaders rejoin the league, 
along with Fort Loramie 
and Tri-Village, to form a 
12-team conference.

“We’re really excited 
about that,” Hawk said 
of rejoining the CCC. 
“There are some changes 
going on in the CCC with 
some new people coming 
in so it’s a great time.”

Bradford, which went 
3-7 a year ago, enters 
this season hoping to be 
competitive with its CCC 
brethren.

“We want to be com-
petitive when we come 
onto the fi eld,” Hawk 
said. “We want people to 
know that they were in 
a dogfi ght, win, lose or 
draw.”

The Railroaders enter 
the season with 27 
players, including nine 
seniors. They will rely 
on a lot of those players 
to contribute on both 
offense and defense.

“We are not necessar-
ily a young team,” Hawk 
said. “We just don’t have 
a lot of us. So when we 
have to fi ll in with these 
guys, getting them a 
break and so forth, we 
need to get the young 
guys to be able to step it 

up so we’re not losing as 
much.”

Bradford has youth at 
quarterback, where it 
has to replace last year’s 
starter, Andy Branson, 
who is out with a knee 
injury he suffered last 
basketball season.

Competing to replace 
Branson as the signal 
caller are a pair of sopho-
mores, Gavin Trevino 
and Spencer Fischer.

With a pair of inexperi-
enced quarterbacks in the 
running for varsity time, 
Hawk anticipates relying 
a lot on the run game.

“That goes back to 
the point of the young 
quarterbacks,” he said. 
“I would love to have a 
more even (offense), and 
right now it’s just not a 
time that we’re ready for 
that.”

Hunter Penkal will play 
halfback, Larkin Painter 
will line up at fullback, 
and Kyle Mills will play 
wing. Dialaquan Mill-
house will provide depth 
at each of those positions.

Clay Layman will line 
up wide at split end for 
the Railroaders.

The offensive line is 
less settled. Josh Phillips 

has emerged as a leader 
at guard and Hunter 
Gheen is leading the way 
at center, but the rest of 
the line remains up in 
the air.

“Josh Phillips is our 
leader at guard on the 
line,” Hawk said. “Right 
now he’s probably our 
rock.”

Phillips also has 
emerged as a strong play-
er along the defensive 
line for the Railroaders.

Millhouse will play a 
linebacker or rover role 
on defense, Gheen will 
play linebacker, and Lay-
man will be one of the 
defensive backs. Beyond 
that, Hawk is still watch-
ing the battles for start-
ing spots play out.

“We’re fi lling in holes 
for the other positions,” 
Hawk said.

Whomever emerges for 
the Bradford defense, the 
Railroaders plan to use 
a lot of styles, including 
4-4, 3-4 and 5-2 forma-
tions.

“A lot of different 
looks, moving and the 
intention is to keep mov-
ing before the ball gets 
hiked,” Hawk said. “Get 
(the offense) thinking, 

and if they’re thinking 
they’re not playing at full 
speed. That’s the hope.”

Helping Hawk lead the 
Railroaders this season 
are veteran Bradford 

coaches Jim Hart, John 
Cruse and Jim Wysong. 
They’re joined on the 
staff this year by new-
comers Stetson Peake, 
Ron Hoelscher and Low-
ell Byers.

“We have a good mix-
ture of the young guys 
that I feel the players can 
relate to, and we have 
some of the veteran guys 
that can use their wisdom 
and show the guys where 
they need to be,” Hawk 
said.

Kyle Shaner may be reached at 
(937) 569-4316. Follow him on 
Twitter @KShanerAdvocate.
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Year of transition for Bradford football
By Kyle Shaner
kshaner@aimmediamidwest.com

BRADFORD – The 
2017 season is a time of 
transition for the Brad-
ford football team as the 
Railroaders rejoin the 
Cross County Confer-
ence under the leader-
ship of new head coach 
Chris Hawk.

Hawk, a Bethel gradu-
ate, comes to Bradford 
after two seasons at 
Tri-County North, where 
he served as the junior 
varsity coach and ran 
the varsity offense. He 
also spent three years at 
Springfi eld Northwest-
ern, where he was the 
defensive coordinator, 
and spent one season at 
Beavercreek.

Hawk is Bradford’s 
fi fth head coach in the 
past fi ve seasons and 
inherits a program 
that spent the past two 
years playing as a con-
ference independent. 
The Railroaders didn’t 
have a varsity team in 
2014, instead playing 
a junior varsity slate. 
Subsequently, the CCC 
kept Bradford out of the 

league for the past two 
years, but now the Rail-
roaders rejoin the league, 
along with Fort Loramie 
and Tri-Village, to form a 
12-team conference.

“We’re really excited 
about that,” Hawk said 
of rejoining the CCC. 
“There are some changes 
going on in the CCC 
with some new people 
coming in so it’s a great 
time.”

Bradford, which went 
3-7 a year ago, enters 
this season hoping to be 
competitive with its CCC 
brethren.

“We want to be com-
petitive when we come 
onto the fi eld,” Hawk 
said. “We want people to 
know that they were in 
a dogfi ght, win, lose or 
draw.”

The Railroaders enter 
the season with 27 
players, including nine 
seniors. They will rely 
on a lot of those players 
to contribute on both 
offense and defense.

“We are not necessar-
ily a young team,” Hawk 
said. “We just don’t have 
a lot of us. So when we 
have to fi ll in with these 

guys, getting them a 
break and so forth, we 
need to get the young 
guys to be able to step it 
up so we’re not losing as 
much.”

Bradford has youth at 
quarterback, where it 
has to replace last year’s 
starter, Andy Branson, 
who is out with a knee 
injury he suffered last 
basketball season.

Competing to replace 
Branson as the signal 
caller are a pair of sopho-
mores, Gavin Trevino 
and Spencer Fischer.

With a pair of inexpe-
rienced quarterbacks in 
the running for varsity 
time, Hawk anticipates 
relying a lot on the run 
game.

“That goes back to 
the point of the young 
quarterbacks,” he said. 
“I would love to have a 
more even (offense), and 
right now it’s just not a 
time that we’re ready for 
that.”

Hunter Penkal will 
play halfback, Larkin 
Painter will line up at 
fullback, and Kyle Mills 
will play wing. Dialaquan 
Millhouse will provide 

depth at each of those 
positions.

Clay Layman will line 
up wide at split end for 
the Railroaders.

The offensive line is 
less settled. Josh Phillips 
has emerged as a leader 
at guard and Hunter 
Gheen is leading the way 
at center, but the rest of 
the line remains up in 
the air.

“Josh Phillips is our 
leader at guard on the 
line,” Hawk said. “Right 
now he’s probably our 
rock.”

Phillips also has 
emerged as a strong play-
er along the defensive 
line for the Railroaders.

Millhouse will play a 
linebacker or rover role 
on defense, Gheen will 
play linebacker, and Lay-
man will be one of the 

defensive backs. Beyond 
that, Hawk is still watch-
ing the battles for start-
ing spots play out.

“We’re fi lling in holes 
for the other positions,” 
Hawk said.

Whomever emerges for 
the Bradford defense, the 
Railroaders plan to use 
a lot of styles, including 
4-4, 3-4 and 5-2 forma-
tions.

“A lot of different 
looks, moving and the 
intention is to keep mov-
ing before the ball gets 
hiked,” Hawk said. “Get 
(the offense) thinking, 
and if they’re thinking 
they’re not playing at full 
speed. That’s the hope.”

Helping Hawk lead the 
Railroaders this season 
are veteran Bradford 
coaches Jim Hart, John 
Cruse and Jim Wysong. 
They’re joined on the 
staff this year by new-
comers Stetson Peake, 
Ron Hoelscher and Low-
ell Byers.

“We have a good mix-
ture of the young guys 
that I feel the players can 
relate to, and we have 
some of the veteran guys 
that can use their wis-
dom and show the guys 
where they need to be,” 
Hawk said.

Kyle Shaner may be reached at 
(937) 569-4316. Follow him on 
Twitter @KShanerAdvocate.

Anthony Weber | Troy Daily News
Bradford’s Hunter Penkal carries the ball for the Railroaders last 
season.

2017 FOOTBALL SCHEDULE
8/25 at New Bremen, 7:30 p.m.
9/1 Troy Christian 7:30 p.m.
9/8 Mississinawa Valley 7:30 
p.m.
9/15 at Arcanum, 7:30 p.m.
9/22 TC North 7:30 p.m.
9/29 at Tri-Village 7:30 p.m.
10/6 at Miami East 7:30 p.m.
10/13 Covington 7:30 p.m.
10/20 at Bethel 7:30 p.m.
10/27 Ansonia 7:30 p.m.

2017 BOYS GOLF SCHEDULE
8/10 at Greenville 9 a.m.
8/14 at CCC Preview 8:30 a.m.
8/17 at TC North 4 p.m.
8/21 Franklin-Monroe 4 p.m.
8/22 at Miami East 4:30 p.m.
8/26 at Tri-Village 8:30 a.m.
8/29 at Mississinawa Valley 
4:30 p.m.
8/31 Tri-Village 4 p.m.
9/2 Versailles 8 a.m.
9/5 at National Trail 4 p.m.
9/7 at Covington4 p.m.
9/11 TV South4 p.m.
9/12 Bethel 4 p.m.
9/14 at Arcanum4 p.m.
9/18 Ansonia4 p.m.
9/ 21 at CCC 8:30 a.m.

2017 VOLLEYBALL SCHEDULE
8/21 at Troy Christian 6:30 p.m.
8/22 Riverside 7 p.m.
8/24 at Parkway 7 p.m.
8/26 at Franklin-Monroe 9 a.m.
8/28 Cedarville 7 p.m.
8/31 at Arcanum 7 p.m.
9/5 TV South 7 p.m.
9/7 at TC North 7 p.m.
9/9 at Houston 11 a.m.
9/12 National Trail 7 p.m.
9/14 at Miami East 7 p.m.
9/19 Covington 7 p.m.
9/21 at Bethel 7 p.m.
9/23 at Newton Noon
9/26 at Ansonia 7 p.m.
9/28 Tri-Village 7 p.m.
9/30 Northridge 7 p.m.
10/2 Fort Recovery 7 p.m.
10/3 Newton 7 p.m.
10/10 at Mississinawa Valley 
7 p.m.
10/12 Franklin-Monroe 7 p.m.

2017 CROSS COUNTRY 
SCHEDULE
8/26 at Bob Schul Invitational 
9 a.m.
9/2 at Treaty City Invitational 
9 a.m.
9/9 at Spencerville Invitational 
9 a.m.
9/16 at Friendship Invitational 
9 a.m.
9/23 at Tour de Sewer 9 a.m.
9/26 at Patriot Invitational 4:45 
p.m.
9/30 at Miami County 
Invitational 9 a.m.
10/5 at Coldwater Invitational 
9 a.m.
10/7 at Anna 9 a.m.
10/14 at CCC 10 a.m.

Knepp hopes to lead ‘Roaders to state

Newton girls soccer team looks to defend title
By David Fong
dfong@aimmediamidwest.com

PLEASANT HILL — 
After winning just its sec-
ond Cross County Confer-
ence title in school history 
last year, the Newton girls 
soccer team is thirsty for 
more this season.

“Last season we won 
our second ever CCC title, 
and the girls are hoping to 
repeat that feat again this 
year,” Newton coach Stan 
Fessler said. “This year we 
are returning four seniors, 
fi ve juniors and seven 
sophomores. We have a 
great group of freshmen, 

and I expect two or three of 
those may be starters. As 
we integrate the new play-

ers into the team, I expect 
that we will have a very 
solid season this year.”

Newton returns key 
players at every position, 
including at striker.

“Returning sophomore 
Baily Chaney, Kaitlyn 
Stevenson and Suzie Bal-
lard, and freshman Marissa 
Deeter, will see lots of 
game this season up front,” 
Fessler said. “Junior McK-
enna Demido and Crystal 
Houk will also see some 
time at striker.”

The Indians are solid in 
the midfi eld, as well.

“Returning players 
Rachel Kirk, McKenna 

Demido, Morgan Robbins, 
Michaela Kirk and Crystal 
Houk will be back at mid-
fi eld,” Fessler said. “We 
have several very qualifi ed 
sophomores and freshmen 
that are showing very good 
promise as well and will 
defi nitely see fi eld time.”

Defensively, there’s 
plenty of talent.

“Returning senior keeper 
Haley Stine will be anchor-
ing the goalie position, with 
sophomore Emily Gross 
capable of stepping in 
when needed,” Fessler said. 
“Seasoned senior defend-
ers Paiton Miller and Layla 
Robbins, along with junior 

Courtney Lucente and 
sophomores Kim Laugh-
man and Brooke Deeter 
should provide very strong 
defense.”

All told, Fessler likes his 
team’s chances.

“I hope to fi nish well 
above last year’s record and 
hope to advance several 
games into the postseason,” 
he said. “Being previous 
conference champs always 
puts a target on your back.”

Boys Soccer
Jeff Armentrout inherits 

a young team as he moves 
up to head coach after two 
years as an assistant. See NEWTON | 16

2017 GIRLS SOCCER 
SCHEDULE
8/18 Greenville 7 p.m.
8/21 at Miami Valley 3:15 p.m.
8/24 at Anna 5 p.m.
8/26 at Preble Shawnee 1 p.m.
8/31 National Trail 5 p.m.
9/7 at Bethel 7 p.m.
9/9 at Botkins 11 a.m.
9/12 Franklin-Monroe 7 p.m.
9/19 at Lehman 5 p.m.
9/21 at Twin Valley South 5:30 
p.m.
9/25 Troy Christian 5 p.m.
9/30 SCC 11 a.m.
10/3 Legacy Christian 5 p.m.
10/5 at TC North 5:30 p.m.
10/9 Dayton Christian 7 p.m.
10/12 Miami East 5 p.m.

2017 BOYS SOCCER 
SCHEDULE
8/19 at Northwestern 6 p.m.
8/22 at Milton-Union 6 p.m.
8/24 at Miami Valley 5 p.m.
8/26 Indian Lake 7 p.m.
9/5 Northmont 7 p.m.
9/7 at Bethel 5 p.m.
9/9 Jackson Center 11 a.m.
9/12 Franklin-Monroe 5 p.m.
9/15 Legacy Christian 7:15 p.m.
9/21 at Twin Valley South 7:15 
p.m.
9/25 Troy Christian 7 p.m.
10/5 at Tri-County North 7:15 
p.m.
10/7 at Lehman 11 a.m.
10/10 at Dixie 6 p.m.
10/12 Miami East 7 p.m.
10/14 Preble Shawnee 11 a.m.
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two starters on the offensive line,” Derge said. 
“We’re solid at left tackle with Noah Bledsoe and 
right guard with senior Mason Pence, and both 
of those guys are leaders on the team. The other 
guys got a lot of experience but didn’t start, so 
we look for big things out of them. Every week, 
our No. 1 goal is to run the football, and those 
guys are a big unit for us, and our offensive line 
coach does a great job with them.”

One key skill position the Devils need to 
address is quarterback, but Derge has plenty of 
good options there.

“We’ve got five guys that are 5-foot-8 and 150 
pounds, and they all look like brothers. But we’ve 
got a senior in Dylan Blair who’s kind of taken 
the leadership role,” Derge said. “He’s waited 
his turn and has done a good job of leading the 
group. But we’ve got a couple of juniors, a sopho-
more and a freshman, and they’ve all got their 
strengths. But we think Dylan, the senior, can be 
a good leader for us this year.”

The Devils will need that leadership, too, as 
they face a tough schedule. Springfield Shawnee 
is the only holdout from their Central Buckeye 
Conference days, and Bellbrook and Northmont 
join Trotwood and Fairborn as non-division 
opponents to prepare the Devils for their second 
run through GWOC American North play.

“They’re all good teams,” Derge said. “Troy 
is the league champ until someone takes it away 
from them. Piqua’s real good. They beat us last 
year. Sidney is loaded with athletes, Butler’s 
doing great with its new coaching staff and 
Greenville has given us a good game the past 
couple years. We don’t take anyone lightly in the 
division.”

And as the Devils try to make it 13 straight 
playoff appearances, they have the way last year’s 
playoff game ended as motivation. Tippecanoe 
made it in as a No. 8 seed and had top-seeded 
Franklin on the ropes, only to lose by one thanks 
to a touchdown in the closing seconds.

“That was the hardest loss to take for our kids. 
We had led the entire game, but then in the last 
18 seconds, we didn’t finish, Derge said. “This 
year in everything we do, we’re trying to finish. 
We’re definitely using that game as motivation.”

Contact Josh Brown at (937) 552-2132, or follow @TroyDailySports 
on Twitter.
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Tipp

Adde Honeycutt return 
to the team. Both of these 
ladies possess great poten-
tial and have the ability to 
shoot low scores.”

Senior Madison Ordean 
and junior Sophie Hilleary 
will also be key members.

“Madison Ordean is 
returning to the team after 
a two-year break,” Barhorst 
said. “She is quickly regain-
ing her swing and will play 
an important part in the 
success of the team. Sophie 
Hilleary joined the team 
late last season and saw 
only minimal action. She 
has wonderful fundamen-
tals and should be able to 
contribute quite a bit to the 
team this year.”

Also joining the team are 
sophomore Reece Tate and 
freshman Dezirae Davis, 
Siara Grinstead, Caitlyn 
Robertson and Brooklynne 
Wright.

“All these ladies are put-
ting in a lot of time and 
effort to work their way into 
the top six,” Barhorst said. 

“In a short amount of time, 
they have all made great 
strides.”

Barhorst expects the 
GWOC North to be strong 
and hopes to finish in the 
top half of the division.

Boys Soccer
Josh Duncan takes over 

as boys coach.
Duncan recently came to 

Piqua from Arkansas, where 
he coached age groups 5-17.

He was the assistant var-
sity coach and JV coach at 
Fayetteville High School.

Piqua is coming off a 
4-12-1 season.

Graduating off that 
team were Carlos Grabe-
men, Kadale Atkins, Joey 
Symons and Kameron 
Ashton.

Returning letterwin-
ners are seniors Robbie 
Comstock, Kaden Jones, 
Quentine Evans, Ashlyn 
Wilson, Jarred Gullett, Xian 
Harrison, Logan Francis 
and Wesley Ford; juniors 
Cade Lyman and Brandon 
Grissom; and sophomores 
Ethan Heinrich, Jarret Pow-
ers and Colin Baugh.

“Based off of last year’s 
results, we tended to over-

look certain opponents that 
gave us trouble,” Duncan 
said. “This year, we are 
taking each game one at a 
time. We will not be looking 
ahead to the next game.

“Our main goal as a 
team, is to develop chem-
istry from the back to the 
front. With a mix of experi-
ence and youth, I believe 
this team will certainly win 
10 games.”

Duncan hopes to be 
competitive in the GWOC 
North.

Girls Soccer
Bret Ritter returns for his 

second season as coach.
The Lady Indians fin-

ished 5-11-2 overall last year 
and 3-6-1 in the GWOC 
North.

Graduating off that team 
were Chloe Clark, Madison 
Curtner, Kate Evans, Treo-
na Whitmore, Kelsey Smith 
and Claire Went.

Returning letterwinners 
include seniors Kenzie 
Ellerman, Grace Jennings, 
Leanne Price, Ally Richard-
son, Grace Strevell and Jen-
nouleigha Tipton; juniors 
Claire Bim-Merle, Kaylee 
Lacy and Hailey McPher-
son; and sophomore Tayler 

Grunkemeyer.
“We are looking to con-

tinue momentum from last 
year’s strong finish,” Ritter 
said. “The team continues 
to grow as a unified team.”

Ritter expects to be 
competitive and win more 
games than the team did a 
year ago.

 Tennis
Kyla Starrett and Bonnie 

Davis will coach the girls 
tennis team.

With a young team that 
had no tennis experience a 
year ago, Piqua went 1-15.

Piqua did not lose any-
one to graduation and the 
returning letterwinners are 
senior Morgan Ford and 
sophomores Grace Ryan, 
Rikki Ramirez, Emma 
Grunkemeyer and Alexa 
Knorr-Sullivan.

“Last year was our first 
year getting the program up 
and running,” Starrett said. 
“While we struggled to get 
a full team (seven players), 
and often had to forfeit one 
court, we ended up picking 
up a player and playing all 
courts halfway through the 
season.

“This year, we nearly 

doubled our numbers (13 
players). While there is still 
a lot of learning that needs 
to happen, Bonnie (Davis) 
and I are so thrilled to have 
so many young female ath-
letes passionate and inter-
ested in this lifelong sport. 
We are very excited for the 
future of the program.”

The coaches hope to 
show continued improve-
ment throughout the season 
and be as competitive in the 
GWOC North as possible.

Rob Kiser can be reached at (937) 
451-3334.
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Piqua 2017 BOYS SOCCER 
SCHEDULE
8/22 at Trotwood-Madison 7 p.m.
8/24 Urbana 7 p.m.
8/26 at Graham 1 p.m.
8/29 at West Carrollton 7 p.m.
9/5 at Xenia 7 p.m.
9/7 at Fairborn 7 p.m.
9/9 Fairalwn 1:30 p.m.
9/12 Stebbins 7 p.m.
9/16 at Miami East 7 p.m.
9/19 Tippecanoe 7 p.m.
9/21 Xenia 7 p.m.
9/23 Stivers11:30 a.m.
9/26 Sidney 7 p.m.
10/3 at Greenville 7 p.m.
10/7 at Vandalia-Butler 7 p.m.
10/10 Troy 7 p.m.
10/12 at Springfield 7 p.m.

2017 GIRLS SOCCER 
SCHEDULE
8/21 Bellefontaine 7 p.m.
8/23 Trotwood-Madison 6:30 
p.m.
8/26 West Carrollton 7 p.m.
8/28 Bethel 7 p.m.
8/30 at Xenia 7 p.m.
9/2 at Celina 11:30 a.m.
9/6 Fairborn 7 p.m.
9/13 at Stebbins 7 p.m.
9/16 Butler 7 p.m.
9/18 at Springfield 7 p.m.
9/20 Tippecanoe 7 p.m.
9/27 at Sidney 7 p.m.
10/4 Greenville 7 p.m.
10/7 at Fairmont Noon
10/11 at Troy 7 p.m.
10/14 Miami East 7 p.m.

2017 TENNIS SCHEDULE
8/14 at St. Marys 4:30 p.m.
8/17 Trotwood-Madison 4:30 
p.m.
8/22 West Carrollton 4:30 p.m.
8/24 at Xenia 4:30 p.m.
8/28 at Wayne 4:30 p.m.
8/30 Stivers 4:30 p.m.
8/31 Fairborn 4:30 p.m.
9/5 at Stebbins 4:30 p.m.
9/6 at Bellefontaine 4:30 p.m.
9/7 Butler 4:30 p.m.
9/11 Urbana 4:30 p.m.
9/12 at Tippecanoe 4:30 p.m.
9/14 at Sidney 4:30 p.m.
9/18 at Northridge 4:30 p.m.
9/19 Greenville 4:30 p.m.
9/21 at Troy4:30 p.m.
9/25 Tecumseh 4:30 p.m.
9/28 at GWOC 4:30 p.m.

the back line.
The juniors are Allison 

Bornhorst (defender), 
Carly Edwards (midfield-
er), Samantha Edwards 
(forward), Grace Monnin 
(midfielder), Hannah 
Giguere (keeper) and 
Grace Olding (forward); 
while the sophomores are 
Ava Behr (midfielder), 
Rylie McIver (forward), 
Lyndsey Jones (midfield-
er) and Olivia Monnin 
(defender).

Top newcomers include 
defenders Anna Cianciolo 

and Lindsey Magoteaux.
Monnin will lead the 

midfield. Carly Edwards 
will look to step in for 
All-Ohio midfielder Han-
nah Fogt. Also in the mid-
field are sophomores Ava 
Behr and Lyndsey Jones 
and senior Grace Dexter.

Juniors Grace Olding 
and Samantha Edwards 
will join Safreed up top. 
Sophomore Rylie McIver 
and freshman Lindsey 
Magoteaux will also get 
major minutes in the 
forward positions, and 
junior Elizabeth Gibson 
will also join the front 
line.

Lehman is looking for 
its fourth straight WOSL 

title.
“We know that repeat-

ing as league champions 
will be no easy task,” 
Lorenzo said. “We know 
that we are going to get 
everyone’s best effort 
in every league game. 
The Anna game will be 
a tough game as we have 
developed a nice rivalry.”

And it won’t be the 
only one.

“LCC is away this year 
and will be tough to beat 
at its place,” Lorenzo 
said. “Last year, they 
got hot and made a deep 
tournament run. We also 
have to play at Coldwater, 
who always plays us hard. 
It is going to be very 

competitive this year, 
which makes it even more 
fun. We will again play 
an extremely tough out 
of conference schedule 
in order to prepare for 
the state tournament. 
We have had a very good 
preseason and are look-
ing forward to the regular 
season.”

Tennis
Tim Ungericht returns 

for his third season as 
coach.

The Cavaliers finished 
1-15 last year.

Graduating off that 
team were Sarah Kramer 
and Alison Briggs.

Returning letterwin-

ners are seniors Melanie 
Brunner and Alex Read; 
juniors Claire Larger, 
Sarah Gibson, Ann Pen-
naparra, Kiera Burns, 
Shannon Staley and 
Brieannna Werling; and 
sophomore Angela Brun-
ner.

“This is the most 
experienced girls team I 
have coached,” Ungericht 
said.”We have the poten-
tial to be very good. We 
have 13 girls out, which 
is the biggest team I have 
had.”

Lehman does not play 
in a league.

Rob Kiser can be reached at (937) 
451-3334.

2017 TENNIS SCHEDULE
8/14 Miami Valley School 4:30 
p.m.
8/15 Milton-Union 4:30 p.m.
8/17 at Wayne 4:30 p.m.
8/19 at Schroeder Invitational 
8:30 a.m.
8/21 at Kenton Ridge 4:30 p.m.
8/23 at Troy 4:30 p.m.
8/24 Centerville Black 4:30 p.m.
8/28 Sidney 4:30 p.m.
9/5 Lima Central Catholic 4:30 
p.m.
9/6 Greenville 4:30 p.m.
9/9 at Northeastern Tourney 
9 a.m.
9/11 Catholic Central 4:30 p.m.
9/13 at Shawnee 4:30 p.m.
9/14 at Bellefontaine 4:30 p.m.
9/16 at MVTCA Coaches Cup 
TBA
9/18 Catholic Central 4:30 p.m.
9/19 at St. Marys 4:30 p.m.
9/21 at Northridge 4:30 p.m.
9/25 Wapakoneta 4:30 p.m.
9/28 Carroll 4:30 p.m.
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Lehman

“This is a building season 
with two seniors — Josh 
Houk will see very limited 
playing time this season as 
he is recovering from an out-
of-season knee injury — one 
junior, eight sophomores and 
six freshmen,” Armentrout 
said.

Sophomores Dillon Koble 
and Cameron Stine should 
figure heavily into the mix 
at striker for the Indians. 
Junior Rick Landwehr will 
anchor the midfield. Sopho-
more Cameron Caldwell will 
be the goalie, while sopho-
more Ethan Cook and senior 
John Laughman are return-
ing defenders.

“The team has set a goal 
for an undefeated season at 
home and making it through 
their sectional for a spot in 
the district tournament,” 
Armentrout said.

Volleyball
The Indians will rely on 

a number of key returning 
players this season.

Back at outside hitters 
will be first-team All-Cross 
County Conference selection 
Maddie Hildebrand and Mal-
lory Dunlevy.

“This will be our strength 
this year,” Newton coach 
Mike Albright said. “Maddie 
was our go-to last year as a 
sophomore and has worked 
hard this offseason.”

The setters will be Kacie 
Tackett — who led the CCC 
in assists last year — and 
Chloe Rapp. Middle hitters 
will be Alicia Dunning and 
Erin Norman. The liberos 
and defensive specialists will 

be Alyssa Rapp, Hallie Gipe 
and Treanna Lavy.

“Our goal, as always, is to 
compete for a league title,” 
Albright said. “The league is 
pretty strong this year, and 
we should be competitive 
with all the top teams.”

Boys Cross Country
Aubrey Hughes takes over 

the boys cross country team 
after spending the past two 
seasons as an assistant and 
junior high coach.

“Senior Tristen Benedict 
and sophomore Curtis Shel-
lenberger are both strong 

consistent runners,” Hughes 
said. “I look for them to 
compete well throughout 
the season and place well in 
the conference. We have a 
couple of strong freshmen, 
Jacob Moore and Owen Via. 
Both athletes have shown 
tremendous improvement in 
eighth grade cross and track. 
They have been working 
hard this summer to prepare 
for their first high school 
season.

“We have a young team 
this year. The group of ath-
letes are hard workers, and I 
see them finishing in the top 
three teams at conference.”

Girls Cross Country
Newton returns a pair of 

seniors in Macy Flanary and 
Tatum McBride.

“Both of these athletes 
are hard workers and awe-
some leaders,” first-year 
head coach Aubrey Hughes 
said. “Macy Flanary is an 
individual regional qualifier, 
and I look for her to make an 
appearance at regionals and 
state. Mackenzie Knupp, a 
freshman, ran in junior high. 
She is coming off of a nice 
track season, and with the 
help and guidance of our 
seniors, Mackenzie will have 
a success in her first high 
school cross country season.

“We do not have a full 
high school team, so a 
league placement is not an 
option. However, the girls 
team goal is to have success 
as individuals to earn top 
conference honors and move 
on to regional/state.”

Boys Golf
If Newton has to rebuild 

for a season, the team 
couldn’t have picked a better 
time to do it as three players 

— including the top scorer 
— return from last year’s 
sectional runner-up lineup.

Junior Chet Jamison — 
who tied for medalist honors 
at last year’s Division III 
sectional — will return to 
lead the Indians, along with 
senior Drew Thiesing and 
junior Garrett Peters. After 
that, though, the young Indi-
ans will be competing and 
collecting valuable experi-
ence.

“This will be a building 
year, and if we peak at the 
season’s end, we will be 
fine,” fifth-year Newton 
coach Randall Jamison said. 
“We have a few juniors that 
haven’t played golf, and we 
also have five freshmen who 
will be a great addition to 
our future. Our goal is to 
finish top three in the league 
(Cross County Conference) 
and make it to districts as a 
team.”

Contact David Fong at dfong@
aimmediamidwest.com; follow him 
on Twitter @thefong
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Newton 2017 BOYS GOLF SCHEDULE
8/7 at Ben Logan Invitational 
TBA
8/9 at Kendig Invitational TBA
8/14 at CCC Invitational TBA
8/15 at Milton-Union 2 p.m.
8/17 Franklin-Monroe 9 a.m.
8/21 TV South 4 p.m.
8/24 at Bradford 4 p.m.
8/26 at Joe Middleton 
Invitational 8 a.m.
8/28 at TC North 4 p.m.
8/29 Tri-Village 4 p.m.
9/1 Ansonia 4 p.m.
9/5 at Bethel 4 p.m.
9/7 at Arcanum 4 p.m.
9/9 at Jet Invitational 8:30 a.m.
9/11 Covington 4 p.m.
9/12 National Trail 4:30 p.m.
9/14 at Mississinawa Valley 
4:30 p.m.
9/18 at Miami East 4:30 p.m.
9/21 at CCC Invitational 8:30 
a.m.

2017 VOLLEYBALL SCHEDULE
8/22 Northridge 5:30 p.m.
8/26 Cross County Invitational 
9 a.m.
8/29 TC North 6:30 p.m.
8/31 at National Trail 6:30 p.m.
9/1 at Russia 6:30 p.m.
9/5 Mianmi East 6:30 p.m.
9/7 at Covington 6:30 p.m.
9/12 at Bethel 6:30 p.m
9/14 Ansonia 6:30 p.m.
9/19 at Tri-Village 6:30 p.m.
9/23 Bradford Noon
9/26 Mississinawa Valley 6:30 
p.m.
9/28 Franklin-Monroe 6:30 p.m.
9/30 at Houston tri-match 9 
a.m.
10/3 at Bradford 6:30 p.m.
10/7 Graham Noon
10/10 Arcanum 6:30 p.m.
10/12 at TV South 6:30 p.m.

2017 CROSS COUNTRY 
SCHEDULE
8/19 at Hebron 11 a.m.
8/26 at Bob Schul Invitational 
9 a.m.
9/2 at Treat City Invitational 
8 a.m.
9/16 at Friendiship Invitational 
11 a.m.
9/23 at Tour de Sewer 
Invitational 9 a.m.
9/30 at Miami County 
Invitational 9 a.m.
10/4 at Tipp City 2 MIle 5 p.m.
10/14 at CCC Invitational 10 a.m.
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