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Abbey Credit Union 
A Proud Supporter Of

Community Events

- Donated $5000 to Dayton Children’s Hospital
- Served Lunches for the Piqua Salvation Army

- Made $1000 donation to the Troy Fire 
Department

Supporting Sponsor for the following:
Vandalia Butler High School �ursday Night Lights

Allwood’s Glow Nature Night
Vandalia Optimist Club’s Octagon Club

Troy Noon Optimist e�orts
Vandalia and Troy Area Chamber of Commerces

Vandalia Butler Basebal Teams
Miami County Animal Shelter

Troy’s Fraternal Order of Police
Vandalia Butler’s Athletic Department

Vandalia’s International Air Show
Tipp City’s Mum Festival

Wounded Warriors
Vandalia Rotary Club

Abbey has been nominated for the 
VANDALIA BUSINESS OF THE YEAR 2016

AND
�e DORA MAXWELL Social Responsibility 

Community Service Award - A Nationwide Award

40962249

197 Marybill Drive, Suite C, Troy, Ohio
www.creative-labels.com 40963583

- Industry leader in Flexographic Printing Since 1989
-  Top of the line customer service
- State of the art equipment

EXCELLENCE IN...
Four color process printing, extended color gamut 
process printing, hot stamping, cold foil, digital 
printing, embossing, coupons, �exible packaging, wine 
& beer labels and many more labeling capabilities. Over 
THIRTY years of converting experience.

From troymainstreet.org

TROY — Formed in 1990, Troy Main Street is a non-profi t 
organization that promotes the economic revitalization of down-
town Troy. The group strives to manage the downtown business 
recruitment and retention program, improve the visual image of 
downtown and organize downtown community events.

Funding for Troy Main Street comes from the city, a percentage 
of funding through grants for the programs, a small portion from 
membership dues, and largely from sponsorship and public and 
private donations.

A 13-member board of trustees refl ects the diversity of the Troy 
community and downtown stakeholders including local govern-
ment, small businesses, property owners, and partner organiza-
tions.

Several committees direct the annual work plan which focuses 
on economic development, downtown design, historic preserva-
tion and community events.

Troy Main Street presents a host of events and activities, 
including Win the Window in January, Troy Streets Alive, local 
history tours, Dancing in the Streets, a summer concert series, 
the Taste of Troy, the Downtown Troy Farmers Market (which 
will run from 9 a.m. to noon every Saturday from June 10 through 
Oct. 7), Hometown Halloween, and of course, The Grand Illumi-
nation.

For events coming up in the 2017 season, check for updates on 
Troy Main Street’s website at www.troymainstreet.org. For more 
information about the organization, call (937) 339-5455.

Troy Main Street 
promotes downtown 
growth in city

Anthony Weber | Troy Daily News
A crowd filled the streets on South Cherry Street Saturday in downtown Troy during the 
kick-off of the Downtown Troy Farmers Market in 2016, sponsored by Troy Main Street. 
Here a group of sisters including from left are, Joyce Maugans along with her dog, Milo, 
of Carlisle, Linda Pressel, of Florida, Peggy Supinger of Piqua, and Pat Roeth of Troy, 
were looking over works from Hepcatz including clay, glass, paint, beads and fabric. The 
sisters said they wanted to come downtown while spending the month together.
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By Melanie Yingst
myingst@civitasmedia.com

TROY —The city 
of Troy will continue 
to focus its efforts on 
economic development 
and enhancing the 
quality of life in 2017.

“We are blessed 
in our community. 
Through our economic 
efforts, we’ve been 
able to have a revenue 
stream that allows 
us to do some other 
things project wise,” 
said Mayor Michael 
Beamish.

The city of Troy 
will also seek a $25.7 
million parks and 
recreation levy on the 
May 2 primary ballot 
for Troy voters to con-
sider.

The proposed 
10-year, .25 percent 
earned income tax is 
for $25.7 million in 
recreation projects, 
including a second 
skating rink at Hobart 
Arena.

If the levy passes, 
the earned income 
tax would increase to 
a 2 percent rate from 
the city’s current 1.75 
percent. The tax base 
includes those who are 
employed within the 
city limits, but are not 
Troy residents.

The new proposal 
includes expanded proj-
ect features of the ini-
tial recreation proposal 
presented last fall with 
the 2.1-mill property 
tax levy on the Nov. 8 
ballot.

If passed, the city of 
Troy has pledged $1.86 
million over the 10 
years to help fund the 
projects. An additional 
$840,000 in grants and 
$1.1 million in founda-
tion and private pledges 
was also included in its 
projections.

The Operation Rec-
reation plan includes 
improvements to the 
Duke Park North 
infrastructure, Miami 
Shores Golf Course and 
clubhouse, Troy Senior 
Citizens Center with an 
addition to the initiative 
of a proposed up to $10 
million Olympic-sized 
second ice rink adjacent 
to the newly renovated 
Hobart Arena.

Beamish said 2017 
should be a banner 
year for residents and 
visitors to embrace the 
city’s riverfront devel-
opment projects includ-
ing Treasure Island 
concerts and water 
activities, the Marina’s 
new restaurant Smith’s 
Boathouse, and Hobart 
Arena’s $9.6 million 

renovation and expan-
sion project.

The city also wel-
comes the Tour de 
Donut in September 
2017. The bicycling 
tour will attract more 
than 3,000 cyclists 
and their friends to 
cheer them on as they 
down donuts and ride 
throughout Miami 
County.

The city of Troy will 
breathe new life in to 
its main thoroughfares 
as part of its long list 
of infrastructure proj-
ects for the upcoming 
year.

The city will begin 
phase two of the North 
Market Street project 
from Kirk Lane/Foss 
Way to Stonyridge 
Avenue this year. 
Choice One Engineer-
ing Corporation will 
design the project and 
construction will begin 
later in 2017.

A study for the 
West Main Street 
from Cherry Street 
to the I-75 intersection 
will also be part of the 
city’s plans this year. 
The project will ana-
lyze West Main Street 
between I-75 and down-
town for capacity and 
multiple modes of trans-
portation in order to 
improve safety. Strand 

Associates, Inc. was 
authorized to perform 
the study.

The city’s side street 
paving projects will also 
announced this spring.

The new Extra High 
Service Water tower 
will also be complete 
in the fall of 2017. In 
2015, the city pur-
chased land for the 

city’s new 200-feet-tall, 
750,000-gallon water 
tower on Stanfi eld 
Road. The city awarded 
the Water Tower con-
tract to CB&I Construc-

tors, Inc. of Plainfi eld, 
Ill., for a contract 
amount of $2,487,325.

Follow Melanie Yingst on Twitter @
Troydailynews

40962299

Tammy O’Toole, BSW
937-440-5179

Kristi Capper, LSW, BSW
937-440-5175

Please RSVP TO:

Cedar Spring Pavilion
South County Road 25A

Tipp City, OH

Where 

2017
Healing Jar Gala
Save the Date for the 8th annual Healing Jar Gala, a fund-raiser to support the mission of Health Partners 
Free Clinic. The event will include a cocktail hour, catered dinner, a featured speaker, and multi-media 
art auction, containing pieces obtained through a collaboration with the Piqua Arts Council. The night will 
culminate with our traditional live auction of hand-made, ’healing jars’ pottery along with other local pieces.

5:00p - 8:00pTime

May 17, 2017Date

More
Info

(937) 332.0894 ext. 208
justin@healthpartnersclinic.org

40
96

22
62

City of Troy paving the way for 2017

Melanie Yingst | Troy Daily News
Mayor Michael Beamish points out his favorite features of the newly renovated Treasure Island Park in 2016. The park held a dedication 
ceremony for the lighthouse, which was the 90th anniversary legacy gift from the Troy Foundation to mark the city’s bicenntenial 
celebration in 2014.

Anthony Weber | Troy Daily News
Hobart Arena Director Ken Siler discusses the addition of several concession stands, a part of upgrades continuing at the facility in mid-January.
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Celebrating Over 40 
Years in Dentistry

MARK T. BENTLEY D.D.S. INC
CHARLES H. STEVENS D.D.S.

JULIE E. JONES D.D.S.
JUNHO CHOI D.M.D.

Bentley, Stevens,
Jones & Choi

• RESTORATIONS
• EXTRACTIONS

• CROWNS & BRIDGES
• ROOT CANALS

• PREVENTIVE CARE
• DENTURES & PARTIALS

• RIGID STERILIZATION
• WHITENING • SEALANTS
• COSMETIC DENTISTRY
• BOTOX & JUVEDERM

• IMPLANTS
• IV SEDATION

937-335-4630
1523 N. Market St., Troy, Ohio
www.bentleydds.com

40963271 40
84

66
26

Units Now Available For 
Possible Summer Move-in!

By Cecilia Fox
cfox@civitasmedia.com

TIPP CITY — The 
City of Tipp City is look-
ing forward to a busy 
year, with new industry, 
a partnership with the 
schools, and construction 
projects ahead.

The city announced 
last fall that Gateway 
Plastics, a Wisconsin-
based manufacturing 
company, had chosen 
Tipp City as the location 
for its newest facility.

As the family-owned 
company’s president, Bill 
Vogel, told city council, 
Tipp City was chosen for 
its smalltown feel.

Gateway was granted 
a 12-year, 75 percent 
tax abatement in order 
to locate a new plant in 
Tipp City, approved by 
the city, schools, and 
county commissioners.

The company plans 
to build a $30 million, 
300,000-square-foot plas-
tic manufacturing facility 
that would add 200 jobs 
by the end of its third 
year in operation. The 
facility will be located 
just north of Regal on 
North Third Street and 
will include a 2,500-foot 
parallel rail line and a 
spur to connect to the 
Gateway property.

The city has also com-
mitted to a partnership 
with the school district 
to provide assistance as 
plans for a new athletic 
facility in City Park move 
forward.

Last fall, the dis-
trict and the city also 
approved a joint $20,000 
design services study to 
look at possible locations 
and plans for a new ath-
letic stadium.

The city later offered 

to provide about 
$350,000 of in-kind work 
to the project, including 
upgrades to the parking 
lot, restrooms, water and 
sewer connections, and 
egress to Third Street.

Opening up egress to 
Third Street was offered 
as a solution for park-
ing lot congestion after 
events. City electric 
crews could also assist 
in the removal of the 
stadium lights. The big-
gest expenses would be 
$155,340 for new rest-
rooms and approximately 
$150,000 for parking 
improvements.

The district will be 
assisted in this endeavor 
by a recently formed vol-
unteer group, Tipp Pride 
Association. The group 
was formed with the goal 
of privately raising all of 
the funds required for 
the project.

The city owns the 
property, while the 
schools are responsible 
for the stadium facility.

The city is also consid-
ering locations for a new 
water tower to replace 
the aging Bowman 
Avenue tower. The city 
was prompted to take 
another look at possible 
sites after residents liv-
ing near a proposed site 
on South Hyatt Street 
objected to that place-
ment.

The city has applied 
for a interest-free loan 
through the state for the 
project. The new tower 
would be a pedestal 
type with a capacity of 
approximately 500,000 
gallons.

Engineering design 
work for the reconstruc-
tion of the Maple Hill 
bridge will be started, 
as well as for the second 

phase of the widening of 
County Road 25-A to fi ve 
lanes by the Meijer Dis-
tribution Center. That 
project is slated for sum-
mer 2018.

The city has also 
decided to add a second 
detective to combat ille-
gal drugs in the city and 
welcomed a new police 
K9, Bob.

The city’s smalltown 
charm has been men-
tioned in several publica-
tions and online lists in 
the past year, including 
Ohio Magazine and USA 
Today’s list of beautiful, 
road trip-worthy small 
towns in each state.

The city was also des-
ignated a Main Street 
community by Heritage 
Ohio.

Industry, construction ahead for Tipp

Pool-goers took advantage of cooling off while visiting the Tippecanoe Family Aquatic Center last 
July. While temperatures reached above 90 many took the plunge into area pools, including the 
Tippecanoe Family Aquatic Center.

Photos by Anthony Weber | Troy Daily News
Numerous festival-goers flocked to the community park during the 2016 Tipp City Mum Festival last September.
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Shelby County’s Flooring Experts

Family owned business 
SINCE 1979

• FREE Estimates 
• FREE Measurements
• FREE Financing 

2640 W. Michigan St. Sidney (937) 497-1101
Hrs: M, W, F 9am-8pm, Tu, Th 9am-5pm, Sat 9am-2pm, Sun. Noon-5pm

# 1 Readers Choice Award for 6 Years!

**exclusions...see store for details**

2016

Area’s largest selection of
Carpet • Vinyl • Hardwood 
Laminate • Ceramic tile

40963341

Growth in West Milton’s future
New housing, business 
development in the works

Milton-Union Public Library offered a Tiny Tots program recenty at the facility in West Milton. The program promotes fine motor 
skills, hand-eye coordination, gross motor skills, language development, listening and social skills.

Photos by Anthony Weber | Troy Daily News
Karen Callahan, owner of Really Cool Stuff Gift Shop and Gallery, discusses the history of downtown and its structures with third 
graders of Milton-Union Elementary School, including students of Angie Avey’s social studies class last May.

through the summer. The 
opening date has not yet 
been fi nalized.

“Those two things were 
started last year and they’re 
getting everything ready 
again,” Kline said.

Also in November, resi-
dents voted in favor of aggre-
gating electric and gas sup-
ply, as well as a long-running 
income tax levy.

Voters supported two 
issues that allow the village 
to join a gas and electric util-
ity aggregation group. Mem-
ber municipalities are able to 
shop for utility services from 
the provider that submits 
the lowest bid to the group, 
coordinated by aggregator 
Affordable Gas and Electric.

The electric and/or gas 
rates will be negotiated for a 
term of two or three years. 
The rates that AGE negoti-
ate for the village through 
this aggregation program 
would be fi xed for each term 
and would not increase or 
decrease with the changes in 
the market. Bids for service 
are out and were due in mid-
February.

The fi ve-year, .5 percent 
income tax renewal levy that 
benefi ts the West Milton Fire 
and Police departments also 
passed in the latest election.

The income tax renewal, 
which was fi rst passed in 
1997, was approved 60 
percent to 40 percent, with 
1,290 voting in favor and 
845 voting against.

The levy generates 
$350,000 annually, which all 
goes to the village’s fi re and 
police departments. Accord-
ing to village offi cials, both 
departments are dependent 
on the funds generated by 
the income tax.

By Cecilia Fox
cfox@civitasmedia.com

WEST MILTON — 
The village of West Mil-
ton is looking forward 
to a lot of growth in the 
future, as planning goes 
forward for for a new 
development.

In November, the 
West Milton council 
announced plans to 
develop a new housing 
and commercial develop-
ment to be called Stillwa-
ter Crossing.

“That’s our number 
one priority right now,” 
Municipal Manager Matt 
Kline said.

The new development 
would include a nursing 
facility, Randall House, 
surrounded by 17 senior 
cottages. The develop-
ment would also include 
a healthcare facility, 
commercial spaces, and 
a projected 150 single-
family residential homes.

This $65 million 
investment is projected 
to create 250 jobs, 150 
new homes, and add new 
businesses and senior liv-
ing options to the com-
munity.

The village would be 
working with Equity 
Inc. of Columbus and 
the Warren County Port 
Authority, Kline said.

In June, council 
approved an option to 
purchase a $1.1 million, 
97-acre parcel of land 
located across the river 
on State Route 571 and 
Iddings Road, south 
of the Stillwater Golf 
Course.

Kline added that the 
village has a signed let-
ter of intent from Ryan 
Homes to build in the 
development. He esti-
mated that those single-
family homes would be in 
the low- to mid-$200,000 
range.

According to Kline, $12 
million in public improve-
ments would be fi nanced 
through a TIF, or tax 
increment fi nancing.

In addition to planning 
the new development, 
the community is look-
ing forward to the con-
tinuation of the recently 
founded farmers market 
and community garden-
ing club, Kline added.

The garden club will 
once again be providing 
fl owers for the down-
town area as well as 
landscaping around the 
welcome sign, he said.

The farmers market 
will likely start again in 
May or June and run 

Find up-to-date local news and sports coverage at 

tdn-net.com and dailycall.com



6    Thursday, March 2, 2017 2017 MIAMI COUNTY PROGRESS Troy Daily News • Piqua Daily Call

A Name you know. A Company you can trust.

 RUSSIA 937-295-2300
 SIDNEY 937-498-7023

 TROY 937-339-4299
 CELINA 419-586-3700

• Garage Doors  • Entry Doors
• Windows         • Patio Doors
• Electric Garage Door Openers

Celebrating Over 53 Years!

Wissman
  Door Sales, Inc.

Choose the Original

40956744

By Sam Wildow
swildow@dailycall.com

PIQUA — The city 
of Piqua has a full year 
ahead of them for 2017, 
with projects address-
ing the city’s water, 
riverfront and down-
town development, trail 
system, street paving 
plans, and much more.

Work on the new 
Water Treatment Plant 
is expected to be fin-
ished this year.

“Our Water Treatment 
Plant we hope to have 
up and running by the 
first half of this year,” 
City Manager Gary Huff 
said.

The Downtown Riv-
erfront Development 
Strategy is continuing 
to progress with work 
expected to be done in 
Lock 9 Park.

“We soon hope to 
be completing … 30 
percent of our design 
plan done, which means 
hopefully this year we’ll 
be doing some work 
in Lock 9 Park of relo-
cating utilities and so 
forth,” Huff said.

The city also com-
pleted their feasibility 
study on having a Com-
munity Center Campus 
located at around Wertz 
Stadium.

“We just finished up 
our Historic East Piqua 
Community Center 
Campus Plan,” Huff 
said. “There’s some real 
interest in moving for-
ward with some private 
development as part of 
this project.”

The city’s Parks 
Master Plan is also still 
under way. Last August, 
the Piqua City Commis-
sion also authorized an 
agreement with Pros 
Consulting Inc. to pre-
pare a Comprehensive 
Parks Master Plan, 
which will help as a 
guide for improvements 
to the parks, as well as 
help with programming 
and services. It was 
approved at a cost of 
$74,940 to be funded 
through the city’s Parks 
Fund.

“Our advanced meter-
ing project is under 
way, and the first phase 
of it should be com-
pleted by August,” Huff 
said. “That is putting 
in the new meters that 
automatically send in 
the information to us 
for billing purposes.”

The project will begin 
with the meters in the 
Southview neighbor-
hood. In 2015, the 
city was awarded a 
$300,000 Community 
Development Block 
Grant (CDBG) Critical 
Infrastructure Grant 
to replace the water 
meters in that neigh-
borhood. Due to this 
opportunity, the city 
decided to expand 
this project to include 
updating both water 
and electric meters for 
the entire city, with the 
Southview neighbor-
hood as their pilot area.

With the new meters, 
there will be no need for 
a meter reader to enter 
a home or business. 
The existing water and 
electric meters in the 
homes and businesses 
in Southview will be 
replaced with new 
electric ones that use 
Automated Meter Infra-

structure (AMI) tech-
nology that will allow 
the meter reader to read 
the meters remotely and 
send the information to 
the city’s billing office.

The total estimated 
cost for this project is 
approximately $4.3 mil-
lion.

A contract was 
awarded to Aclara 
Technologies, LLC in 
November to install the 
advanced meter infra-
structure at a cost not 
to exceed $4,030,436, 
which includes a con-
tingency of $775,000. 
Payment will be spread 
out between 2016 to 
2018, which includes a 
contingency.

The first phase of the 
project, expected to be 
completed by August 
2017, includes replacing 
the water and electric 
meters in Southview. 
The second phase will 
take approximately 
12-18 months to replace 
the rest of the water 
and electric meters 
in the city, which is 
expected to be complete 
sometime in 2018.

In connection with 
the city’s water, they are 
pursuing upgrades to 
the Wastewater Treat-
ment Plant and moving 
forward with the new 
Fox Drive water tower.

“We hope to be able 
to start our Wastewa-
ter Treatment Plant 
upgrade later this sum-
mer, and that’s going to 
be a major project that 
should take about 33 
months to complete,” 
Huff said. The city 
needs to complete the 
upgrades by Feb. 2020 
in order to meet EPA 
requirements for the 
city’s next discharge 
permit.

“We are under way 

with our Fox Drive 
water tower,” Huff said. 
The cost for the water 
tower project is $4 mil-
lion with the city receiv-
ing over $1 million in 
grant money from the 
Ohio Public Works 
Commission. The city 
also received a low-
interest loan from the 
state for the remaining 
balance of that project.

The city is currently 
wrapping up their 
upgrades to their police 
training facility, which 
is located next to the 
existing Water Treat-
ment Plant. The Piqua 
Police Department 
received a bequest from 
the estate of Bucholtz 
to use $70,000 gifted to 
the department for the 
purpose of maintain-
ing that facility, which 
was originally built by 
police officers during 
the 1960s and 1970s. 
The building is a shared 
facility between police 
employees and the city 
for both fitness and 
training purposes.

The city will also con-
tinue connecting their 
trail system and bike 
lanes.

“We’ll be able to start 
this year on our Com-
mercial Street Corridor 
Trail Project, which will 
run from South Main 
Street connecting bike 
lanes on South Main 
Street all the way up to 
Mote Park. That took a 
long time to get to this 
point of being able to 
do something because 
of all the right-of-way 
issues with railroads,” 
Huff said. “There is fed-
eral money involved.”

Huff said that the 
project cost is approxi-
mately $620,000, with 
$420,000 of it being 
funded through state 

and federal grants.
“We’ll be starting our 

way-finding signage 
project,” Huff said. 
“You’ll see some new 
signage downtown.”

Down river, the city 
will be working with 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
in order to replace the 
low-dam behind the old 
Power Plant on South 
Main Street.

“It’s old, and when it 
goes down, it’s pretty 
costly,” Huff said. He 
added that the city is 
looking into having a 
natural dam replace it.

Also in that same 
area, the city is seeking 
grant funding to replace 
the trail bridge near the 
old Power Plant that is 
a pedestrian crossing 
over the river.

Also in connection 
with bridges, the city is 
also seeking to upgrade 
the wood bridge near 
Lock 9 and Linear parks 
to upgrade it to a steel 
bridge to prevent future 
fires at the location.

“We’ve got a project 
under way with the 
Department of Energy 
to do upgrades to the 
Nuclear Power Plant, 
so it’s still owned by 
the federal government 
and they’re going to be 
investing money in it 
to help make improve-

ments,” Huff said.
The city is also add-

ing an upgrade at the 
Piqua Municipal Air-
port.

“We have about a 
$280,000 grant from 
the state to put in a 
precision approach path 
indicator system,” Huff 
said, adding that the 
system is called a PAPI.

The city also received 
Community Develop-
ment Block Grant 
(CDBG) funding in the 
amount of $300,000 for 
stormwater improve-
ments in the Shawnee 
neighborhood. The city 
will be starting that 
project this year.

The city is also con-
tinuing to look into 
bringing a solar energy 
generation facility to 
Piqua as well as a natu-
ral gas energy genera-
tion facility, the second 
of which will be located 
at the old Power Plant. 
Having those facilities 
located in Piqua would 
further reduce the 
transmission portion of 
the cost of paying for 
energy.

The 2017 street pav-
ing program is also 
expected to be larger 
than previous years.

“For 2017, there’ll be 
more street paving than 
has ever gone before in 

Piqua,” Huff said.
Covington Avenue 

will be paved this year.
“We’ve got a lot of 

residential streets and 
a lot of alleys and so 
forth that we’ll be doing 
this year. As soon as the 
weather breaks, we’re 
going to be starting on 
it … A lot of our streets 
have deteriorated. 
Unfortunately some 
of them need a lot of 
repair work and that’s 
why we purchased our 
own paving equipment 
for public works last 
year. We can do a lot 
of that internally now, 
but a lot of what they’re 
doing is going in and 
repairing the base of 
roads so they don’t 
deteriorate so quickly as 
they have in the past.”

Overall, Huff ’s vision 
for the future of Piqua 
is bright.

“I think we’re rein-
venting Piqua,” Huff 
said. “There’s a lot 
going on, and I think all 
the projects that we’re 
doing will really help 
the community in the 
future and really make 
us a wonderful place to 
live, work, and play and 
be a destination for this 
region.”

Reach Sam Wildow at swildow@
dailycall.com or (937) 451-3336

Piqua focusing on improving quality of life

Photos by Mike Ullery | Daily Call
Construction is under way on the new City of Piqua Water Treatment Plant project on 
State Route 66.

Workers from the City of Piqua and J-Crane reinstall metal side panels in the dam 
on Great Miami River in September 2016. This was the first major service on the 
panels since the dam was built in 1937. Refurbishing the panels was part of the 
project that will include repainting the entire structure.

292 Design Group
An image rendering of what a possible Community Center Campus could look like.

City of Piqua
An image rendering of what Lock 9 Park could like after continued redevelopment.
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15 N. Kings Chapel Drive
Troy, Ohio 45373
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Drive In Estimating

Highly Skilled Technicians

Limited Nationwide Warranty

Convenient Services

 -Free Pick-up & Delivery

 -Rental & Towing Assistance

State of the Art Equipment

RELAX,
We’ll take it from here!

“We o�er the �nest in collision repair and 
Customer Service, and we have a genuine 
interest in you and your vehicle!”

Tom Martin, Owner

CERTIFIED

RELAX,RELAX,RELAX, “We offer the finest in collision repair and
Customer Service, and we have a genuine
Interest in you and your vehicle!”
       
                                             

Tom Martin, OwnerWe’ll take it from here!We’ll take it from here!
       

We’ll take it from here!                                             We’ll take it from here!
TWO LOCATIONS!

TROY 
CARSTAR

Auto Body Repair Experts

®
SIDNEY BODY
CARSTAR

Auto Body Repair Experts

®
175 S. Stolle Ave., Sidney

(937) 492-4783
www.sidneybodycarstar.com

15 North Kings Chapel Rd., Troy
(937) 339-3391

www.troycarstar.com

Drive in Estimating
Highly Skilled Technicians
Limited Nationwide Warranty

Convenient Services
 ~Free Pick-up & Delivery
 ~ Rental & Towing Assistance

State of the Art Equipment
 ~Computer Assisted Laser Frame Alignment
 ~ Downdraft Paint Booth
 ~ Computer Paint Matching System

We’ll take it from here!We’ll take it from here!We’ll take it from here!We’ll take it from here!We’ll take it from here!We’ll take it from here!We’ll take it from here!We’ll take it from here!
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MIAMI COUNTY 
— The Miami County 
Park District celebrates 
its 50th anniversary in 
2017. Many changes 
have occurred over 
the past 50 years as 
the park district has 
grown. One thing that 
remains the same is the 
steadfast commitment 
to conserving natural 
resources and enriching 
the quality of life for the 
people of Miami County 
through stewardship, 
environmental education, 
outdoor experiences and 
passive leisure activities.

According to park dis-
trict executive director 
J. Scott Myers, the park 
district’s mission which 
focuses on conservation 
and quality of life, was 
developed as a result of 
feedback from the com-
munity.

“Our citizens are at 
the heart of what we do,” 
said Myers, “and we are 
grateful for their contin-
ued support.”

“The yearlong celebra-
tion will focus mainly on 
remembering the things 
we have accomplished 
together and the wonder-
ful things yet to come,” 
Myers said.

Special posts on social 
media will encourage fol-
lowers to take a “Time 
Hop” to the past each 
Tuesday and share pref-
erences on “Favorite 
Fridays.”

There is also a special 
50th anniversary logo to 
commemorate the golden 
anniversary.

Keep up to date on 
the park district’s anni-
versary celebration by 
visiting their website 
MiamiCountyParks.com 
and following them on 
Facebook.

Partnerships & Pollinators
Since the inception 

of the Park District, the 
mission has focused on 
the acquisition, restora-
tion and conservation of 
natural resources. Pro-
tecting the environment 
has been identifi ed as a 
key issue through various 
focus groups and com-
munity opinion surveys.

Over the past few 
decades, there has been 
a signifi cant decline in 
the pollinator popula-
tion. Reversing this trend 
through habitat restora-
tion and education has 
become an important 
conservation initiative 
for the park district.

In an effort to support 
the pollinator population 
in Miami County, the 
park district has installed 
six pollinator plots in 
fi ve different parks since 
2014. This is in addition 
to the existing prairies 
and old succession fi elds 
which also provide habi-
tat.

Last year, the park 
district was awarded a 
$25,000 Partners for Fish 
and Wildlife Program 
grant through the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service 
to fund a cooperative 
habitat restoration proj-
ect which successfully 
reestablished important 
wildlife corridors located 
along the Great Miami 
and Scenic Stillwater 

rivers. Through this 
effort 38 acres of pollina-
tor habitat in the form 
of native grasses and 
wildfl owers were planted 
along the rivers. The 
impact on quality of life 
from this project spans 
many sectors of the com-
munity. Pollinators are 
essential for local food 
production and impact 
everything from farming 
to fl ower gardens.

Pollinator conservation 
efforts will continue in 
2017, with plans for addi-
tional habitat enhance-
ments and expanded 
public programing which 
includes a new beginning 
beekeeping class brought 
to you by Ohio Bell Buck-
eye Queens. Also in the 
works is a new hands-on, 
curriculum based school 
program funded in part 
by a $25,000 grant from 
the Neils & Ruth Lund-
gard Trust.

Connecting Kids to Nature
The connection 

between children and 
nature has become more 
relevant as new research 
demonstrates the impor-
tance of outdoor educa-
tion and recreation to 
children’s academic, 

emotional and physical 
wellbeing. The passage 
of Ohio’s No Child Left 
Inside proclamation in 
2010 helped raise aware-
ness of this “nature 
defi cit” and its effects on 
today’s youth.

The park district has 
been encouraging this 
connection to nature 
for decades through its 
hands-on environmental 
education programs that 
take place in the school 
and in the parks. Most 
local students have par-
ticipated in nature based 
fi eld trips and classroom 
activities through the 
park district’s Hug the 
Earth school program, 
Family Nature Quest 
and Outdoor Adventure 
Club. New this spring 
is the Certifi ed Con-

nect to Nature School 
program that will offer 
local schools the chance 
to be the “best” at con-
necting its students to 
nature. The program is 
being piloted in Miami 
County and will be rolled 
out nationwide later this 
year.

Parents and caregivers 
can also take advantage 
of the following public 
programs to help get 
children outside and 
connecting with nature: 
Trailing Moms and 
Tots, Nature Playdates, 
Naturalist Adventure 
Series and Eco-Splorers 
Summer Camps. Also 
available are two natural 
play areas where children 
can step off the trail and 
explore. They are located 
at Stillwater Prairie 

Reserve and Twin Arch 
Reserve.

Health and Wellness
A growing body of 

research supports what 
most people have intui-
tively known all along; 
one feels better after 
spending time outdoors 
— mind, body and spirit. 
The park district has 
developed programs to 
help get people outside as 
part of a healthy lifestyle.

People looking to make 
strides towards better 
health are encouraged to 
participate in the sixth 
annual Trail Run Chal-
lenge. This series of 5k 
races held at different 
parks throughout Miami 
County will kick off on 
April 23 at Hobart Urban 
Nature Preserve in Troy. 

The goal of the Chal-
lenge is to encourage 
people to get outside and 
get healthy.

“We hope that people 
will take advantage of 
the free screening and 
use the information to 
set and track health goals 
over the series,” Myers 
said.

Nurses from Miami 
County Public Health 
will be at the races to 
measure blood pressure 
and calculate body mass 
index for participants.

Other programs target-
ing health and wellness 
are: the weekly Health 
Trekkers walk, Adult 
Exploration Hikes and 
new cooking and garden-
ing programs. Programs 
can be found on the park 
district’s website.

Community: The heart of our parks

Mike Ullery | Piqua Daily Call
Jordan Prichard, 12, of Laura, takes aim while Sam Stormer, 12, of Troy, nocks his next arrow during a beginning archer course at the Miami County Park District’s Stillwater 
Prairie Reserve in June 2016. About a dozen youngsters took part in the program aimed at teaching archer basics.

Anthony Weber | Troy Daily News
Myah Romer splashes in the mud pit during a past Eco-Splorers Water Week at Garbry Big Woods Reserve. Participants of the camp made 
a craft and were in the creek last summer.

MARK YOUR 
CALENDARS
Each year the park 
district hosts high 
quality programs and 
events that contribute 
to the social and 
economic well-being 
of Miami County. 
Make sure to mark 
you calendar for the 
following events:
• Hug the Earth Family 
Festival — May 20 
from noon to 5 p.m. 
at Stillwater Prairie 
Reserve
• Fall Farm Fest — Oct. 
14 and 15 at Lost Creek 
Reserve
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In Piqua, Sidney and Troy“Best Rates in Town!”

Allen Prather, owner
wife Kristina Prather

NOW Three 
Locations 

To 
Serve You 

Better!

“We beat any local 
competitors price!”

Exit 83, I-75
8866 North Country Road 25A 

Piqua, OH 45356
(937)778-0648

www.prathercars.com
Hours: 9am - 6pm M-F,  8am - 2pm Sat 

610 North Market Street 
Troy Ohio 45373
(937)335-2285

www.troyautofix.com
Hours: 7:30am - 5:30pm M-F,  8am - 1pm Sat

1030 Wapakoneta Avenue
Sidney, OH 45365

(937)492-0996
www.sidneyautofix.com(Service)

www.prathercars.com (Sales)
Hours: 7:30am - 5:30pm M-F, 8am - 1pm Sat

Double Your Down Payment Up To $1000

40962225

610 North Market Street • Troy Ohio 45373
   (937) 335-2285 

www.troyautofix.com

SALES and AUTO SERVICE

Select Brands & Sizes.
Expires 2/28/2017

HUGE SELECTION!
Best Prices on Pre-Owned Vehicles in Region

By Elizabeth Schmitt

MIAMI COUNTY — The 
libraries of Miami County have 
come up a host of new pro-
grams and activities for adults 
and children alike. Check out 
what your favorite library is 
doing this year.

J.R. Clark Public Library
In addition to the library’s 

crochet club, they will have a 
crochet class that runs through 
March and will be every 
Wednesday night at 6:30, so 
grab those needles and knit a 
nice warm scarf to get through 
the rest of winter. You can visit 
www.jrclarkelibrary.com, call 
(937) 473-2226, or stop in at 
102 East Spring St., Coving-
ton, for more information.

Oakes-Beitman Memorial Library
The Oakes Bietman Memo-

rial Library is continuing with 
most of its current programs, 
like Wacky Wednesdays for 
preteens and teens, their Lego 
nights, and Tinker Tuesday 
that takes in place in their 
maker space. They will also 
have story time every Wednes-
day at 1 p.m., and stay tuned 

for the reveal of their theme 
for their summer reading pro-
gram. For further information, 
you can go online to www.
troypubliclibrary.org, call 
(937) 676-2731, or visit 12 N. 
Main St., Pleasant Hill.

Piqua Public Library
This year, the Piqua Public 

Library will be introducing a 
lecture series on the impact 
of WWI on the people of 
Piqua every second Wednes-
day of the month in honor 
of the 100th anniversary of 
WWI. On Wednesday nights, 
they will host a new crochet 
night. The Piqua library has 
also started a writers’ club 
every Thursday for any writ-
ers who need advice on their 
stories, need an audience, 
or just want a quiet space 
to write. Also on Thursday 
nights in partnership with 
Mulligan’s Pub, the library 
will host a book club called 
“Reading in between the 
Wines,” which will include 
wine and a good discussion. 
Every Friday, Sharon Watson 
will be available for help with 
genealogy for those who 
want to know where they 

come from or need help with 
blanks in their family trees.

In May, the Piqua Public 
Library will have a traveling 
exhibit from the Ohio Water 
Color Society, and in Novem-
ber, the Piqua Arts Council 
will display a “Rockwell like” 
exhibit at the library. You 
can log onto their website at 
www.youseemore.com/piqua, 
call them at (937) 773-6753, 
or visit them at 116 West 
High St. for more informa-
tion.

Tipp City Public Library 
While Tipp City isn’t neces-

sarily adding any new pro-
graming this year, they are 
expanding their resources. 
The Tipp City foundation 
graciously granted the library 
$4,ooo to make Hoopla, an 
online repository with movies, 
music, videos digital books, 
and more available for Tipp 
City library card holders. 
They are also expanding their 
“maker space,” an area devot-
ed to crafts and projects by 
adding a “die-cut” machine, 
which cuts paper in shapes 
with precision to go along 
with their button-maker and 

lamination machine. The goal 
of the maker space is help 
small businesses, students, as 
well as anyone with a project 
to be able to have the resourc-
es they need, said Tipp City 
Public Library Director Lisa 
Santucci. For more informa-
tion, visit www.tippcitylibrary.
org, call (937) 667-3826 or 
stop by at 11 E. Main St.

Troy-Miami County Public Library
This is a big year for Troy’s 

library, which has been given 
a Local Government Effi -
ciency Grant by the Ohio 
Development Services Agency 
to evaluate the current pro-
grams, services, and resources 
that the library provides, 
which could result in cutting 
of funding. The library is plan-
ning on creating an interior 
space plan to maximize usage 
of the interior of the library, 
working with Library Design 
Associates on this project. 
New this year, the library is 
receiving a “custom-design 
bookmobile,” that will visit 
schools, neighborhoods, 
daycares, senior care centers 
and other locations. There is 
no exact date when they will 

receive the bookmobile, but it 
will be early this year. Check 
out www.troypubliclibrary.
org, call (937) 339-0502, or 
visit 419 W. Main St., Troy, 
for more information.

Milton-Union Public Library
There are a lot of new 

advancements happening this 
year at Milton-Union, like the 
expansion of their nook area 
to house their growing collec-
tions of book. They are also 
making a Mango Database 
available to all their library 
card holders, which has a col-
lection of online activities and 
lessons of languages. They 
hope it will help patrons learn 
new languages or keep up with 
languages they already know. 
The library also received a 
grant for $1,050 to purchase 
an extensive LEGO collection 
that for adults and children 
to play with. For more infor-
mation, visit online at www.
mupubliclibrary.org, call (937) 
698-5515, or stop in at 560 S. 
Main St., West Milton.

Elizabeth Schmitt is a student at the 
University of Cincinnati and an intern for 
the Troy Daily News and the Piqua Daily 
Call.

Local libraries hold a host of happenings
Mike Ullery | Piqua Daily Call

Sherrie Ford, left, and Toni Lyman, both of Piqua, enjoy a beverage while they relax and visit in the lobby of 
the Piqua Public Library in August 2016.

Anthony Weber | Troy Daily News
Oakes-Beitman Memorial Library Branch Supervisor Andrea Wackler conducts movement 
activities during storytime in late January in Pleasant Hill. During the event, Wackler read 
books related to polar bears, discussed their habitat and helped participants create their own 
polor bear using paper plates, cups and cotton balls. Storytime is offered every Wednesday at 
1 p.m. to children birth to 5 years old.
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By Belinda M. Paschal
bpaschal@civitasmedia.com

PIQUA — With such 
annual staples of the 
downtown area as Taste 
of the Arts, the Piqua 
Community Farmers 
Market and Christmas 
on the Green, it’s no 
wonder Mainstreet 
Piqua bills itself as “the 
heart of the community.”

With Executive Direc-
tor Lorna Swisher and a 
board of trustees at its 
helm, Mainstreet Piqua 
is a non-profit organi-
zation devoted to the 
revitalization, promotion 
and economic develop-
ment of downtown 
Piqua. The organization 
is a designated Ohio 
Main Street Program 
and has been certified as 
a National Main Street 
Program for 16 consecu-
tive years.

Mainstreet Piqua 
boasts a user-friendly 
website that lists not 
only its own events, but 
many other happen-
ings in the downtown 
area. Three years ago, a 
Mainstreet Piqua mobile 
app was launched that 
provides listings of busi-
nesses by category and 
turn-by-turn directions 
using your smartphone’s 
internal GPS. Avail-
able for both Apple and 
Android users, the app 
is free and can be found 
by searching “Piqua” in 
either Google Play or 
iTunes.

Mainstreet Piqua will 
hit the ground running 
with the 23rd annual 
Taste of the Arts from 
5-9 p.m. May 19. This 
yearly celebration fea-
tures live music, a Kid 
Zone full of child-centric 
activities, a huge selec-

tion of food and drink 
from local restaurants 
and caterers, and dem-
onstrations by local 
artisans.

May turns to June 
and with it comes the 
opening of the Piqua 
Community Farmers 
Market on the first of 
the month. Held in the 
front of the Fort Piqua 
Plaza, the market offers 
locally grown produced, 
home-baked goods and 
handmade crafts. It runs 
from 3:30-6:30 p.m. 
Thursdays through Sept. 
14.

Mainstreet Piqua also 
assists organizers Jim 
and Cheryl Burkhardt 
with the production of 
Down The River, Down 
A Beer, a runaway hit 
event that offers some 
100 craft beers, river 
activities and a silent 
auction. Tickets will go 
on sale in early summer 
for the Aug. 12 festival, 
so stay tuned for more 
information.

Speaking of the river, 
Mainstreet Piqua also 
hosts the annual Rockin’ 
Duck Drop, in which 
thousands of numbered 

rubber ducks make their 
way down the Miami 
River, with the owner of 
the winning duck receiv-
ing a $1,000 cash prize. 
The Duck Drop takes 
place Aug. 19, at 6 p.m., 
just before the final con-
cert of the Rock Piqua! 
Riverfront Concert 
Series, which Mainstreet 
Piqua co-sponsors with 
the Piqua Arts Council.

Among the other 
events presented by 
Mainstreet Piqua are the 
Moonlight Stride and 
Ride in September and 
the Groovy Gourd Bike 

Tour in October.
Downtown’s “Christ-

mas Experiences in 
Piqua” weekend will 
kick off Dec. 1, with 
Christmas on the Green 
from 6-9 p.m. Visitors 
can enjoy caroling, 
horse-drawn carriage 
rides, strolling charac-
ters, children’s activities 
and live entertainment 
at this family-oriented 
holiday celebration.

The next morning at 
10 a.m., the Holly Jolly 
5K Run takes off along 
the Piqua PATH, and 
the same day, the Down-

town Piqua Holiday 
Parade hits the streets 
at 2 p.m. Following the 
parade, kids can visit 
with jolly old St. Nick 
in the lobby of the Fort 
Piqua Plaza.

For more information 
about Mainstreet Piqua, 
its events and as well as 
a full schedule of other 
events taking place in 
downtown Piqua this 
year, visit mainstreetpi-
qua.com or call (937) 
773-9355.

Reach Belinda M. Paschal at (937) 
451-3341

Mainstreet Piqua at heart of community

Mike Ullery | Daily Call
Jocelien Helton strums a tune on an electronic guitar in the Music Jam Session booth at last year’s Taste of the Arts in downtown Piqua. The little musician’s fans include 
her brother David, 1, and her mom Jaci.
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Troy, Ohio
USA

A Great Place To Live...
and Do Business!

Troy Area Chamber of Commerce
(937) 339- 8769

Troy Development Council
(937) 339-7809

405 S. W. Public Square, Suite 330 • Troy Ohio USA 45373
Fax: 937-339-4944

www.troyohiochamber.com
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40954283

By Sam Wildow
swildow@dailycall.com

COVINGTON — The 
village of Covington 
is looking to continue 
improving and grow-
ing this year, including 
upgrades to their Waste-
water Treatment Plant 
and additional economic 
development.

“The major project 
is our Wastewater 
Plant phase one,” Vil-
lage Administrator 
Mike Busse said. Those 
improvements include 
effluent pumping sta-
tions and ultraviolet dis-
infection and are current-
ly out for bid. The total 
upgrades are expected to 
cost $1.3 million.

“That’s by far the big-
gest project we have 
going,” Busse said.

“We’re going to be 
replacing the controls 
on all three lift stations,” 
Busse said. The cost of 
those improvements is 
estimated at $150,000.

“We’re going to con-
tinue with our sidewalk 
program,” Busse said, 
explaining that the vil-
lage identifies sidewalks 
in disrepair in the vil-
lage and works with the 
homeowners to get them 
repaired. “That’s been a 
very successful program 
for us.”

The village has been 
doing this sidewalk pro-
gram for approximately 
five years. Busse said 
that it both gives the vil-
lage a better curb appeal 
as well as makes the com-
munity safer for pedestri-
ans and residents.

“The other thing we’re 
doing is working with 
homeowners in various 
parts of town … deal-
ing with some property 
maintenance issues,” 
Busse said. “We do have 
an external maintenance 
ordinance, and we’re 
working with property 
owners to keep (them) 
in compliance with our 
external maintenance 
ordinance.”

The village is also look-
ing forward to continued 
economic development 
and growth.

“As far as manufactur-
ing around town, Twin 
City Fan has continued 
to add jobs,” Busse said. 
“Marius Technologies, 
they’ve added about 
10 people in the last 
12 months, and they’re 
going to continue to add 
jobs.”

Busse said that Con-
cept Machine, which con-
structs custom machin-
ery for other companies, 
has added several new 
mills and larger equip-
ment.

“We’ve added Guadala-
jara’s Restaurant on Troy 

Pike,” Busse said. “Very 
good food … I recom-
mend that to people all 
the time.”

For the Covington 
Police Department, the 
village is still working 
on purchasing a new 
speed trailer. They 
have received a dona-
tion of $3,500 from the 
Covington Community 
Chest and a commitment 
for another unspeci-
fied donation from the 
Optimist Club. The total 
cost for the speed trailer 
would be approximately 
$6,500.

The village is also 
seeking to purchase a 
new police SUV cruiser 
to replace a 2007 Crown 
Victoria. It is frequently 
undergoing maintenance, 
and when it is getting 
fixed, that leaves the 
department with only 
two cruisers. The cost 
would be approximately 
$40,000.

In the street fund, the 
village is considering 
the following repaving 
projects for summer 
2017: Debra Street from 
Chestnut to Broadway, 
Chestnut Street from 
Debra, to Wenrick 
Street, and Ullery Street 
from Chestnut to Broad-
way.

For planning and zon-
ing, the village is look-
ing to update and revise 
village zoning maps, 

rezoning various areas 
of town to single-family 
residences, revise zoning 
regulations, and putting 
the zoning regulations on 
the village’s website.

For the water fund, 
the village is looking to 
replace a 1997 backhoe, 
continue the meter 
replacement program, 
establish a long-term 
maintenance agreement 

on the five million-gallon 
water tower, and imple-
ment a utility connect 
to allow customers to 
view and pay their water, 
trash, and sewer bills 
online.

For the waste water 
fund, the village is 
continuing to apply for 
funding to rehabilitate 
three lift stations and 
three control panels at 

the Waste Water Plant 
as well as secure funding 
for and complete the first 
phase of construction for 
the plant.

For the trash fund, 
the village is consider-
ing purchasing 15 trash 
dumpsters to begin a 
dumpster service for 
multi-family residential 
customers as well as for 
commercial customers in 

the future. They are also 
going to continue consid-
ering low-volume trash 
programs.

“We’re happy with the 
growth in Covington,” 
Busse said. “We’re look-
ing forward to another 
prosperous year for Cov-
ington.”

Reach Sam Wildow at swildow@
dailycall.com or (937) 451-3336

Covington looks forward to continued growth

Anthony Weber | Troy Daily News file photo
Festival-goers walk back and forth from the mountain men encampment using the Friendship Bridge during the Fort Rowdy Gathering 
in Covington in September 2016.

Mike Ullery | Daily Call file photo
Alex Leveck of Arcanum, front, works at forging iron as blacksmith and owner Dustin Baker, left, watches during the Fort Rowdy Gathering at the Covington City Park in 
September 2015.
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By Belinda M. Paschal
bpaschal@civitasmedia.com

TROY — Located in 
the 101-year-old Hayner 
Mansion at 301 W. 
Main St. in Troy, the 
Troy-Hayner Cultural 
Center was willed to the 
community in 1942 by 
Mary Jane Hayner. The 
building became public 
and served as the library 
for 33 years. When the 
library moved in 1975, 
the community created 
the Hayner Center to 
provide continued public 
access to the building 
as well as a variety of 
educational and cultural 
opportunities for the 
community.

Drawing more than 
40,000 visitors and par-
ticipants each year, the 
Hayner offers concerts, 
art exhibitions, a film 
series, teas, poetry read-
ings, a Valentine dinner 
and show, bus trips to 
cultural sites and events, 
and a broad array of 
other activities.

Hayner’s current 
exhibit, “Young Mas-
ters,” is a display of near-
ly 300 pieces of work by 
students in Troy City 
Schools grades K-12, St. 
Patrick School and Troy 
Christian Schools. Now 
in its 28th year, the 
exhibition runs through 
April 2.

Coming up on the 
concert front will be 
the Hayner’s annual Fam-
ily Concert at 7:30 p.m. 
Saturday, Feb. 25. This 
hands-on event will  fea-
turing the Goree drum 
and dance group begin-
ning with a performance 
and ending with a kid’s 
drum workshop.

The Drawing Room 
Concert series will bring 
violinist Kun Dong and 
pianist Benita Wan-Kuen 
Tse-Leung on Feb. 28; 
chamber quartet Tutti 
Solisti on March 28; and 
the Wittenberg Wood-
wind Quintet on April 
25.

The Hayner gets jazzy 
in the spring with a con-
cert featuring the Bobby 
Floyd Trio at 7:30 p.m. 
March 25. Come early 
to learn more about 
Ohio’s jazz legends at 
the 7 p.m. pre-concert 
interview,”Engineering 
a Jazz Tune,” hosted by 
Keigo Hirakawa.

Classical guitarist 
Brad Richter, who has 
been featured many 
times on NPR’s “Perfor-
mance Today,” will play 
the Hayner on April 8

Mrs. Hayner’s Tea 
will come to the center 
twice in April — on the 
13th and 20th — when 
guests can enjoy black-

berry sage tea and 
finger foods. The 2017 
program is “BoHo: The 
New Bohemian Style,” 
with interior designer 
Joy Turner-Price.

Hayner Hits the 
Road on April 5, with 
a trip to Dayton to 
visit The Victoria 
Theatre, the Dayton 
Woman’s Club, West-
minster Presbyterian 
Church and the Dayton 
Masonic Temple. The 
all-inclusive cost of 
the trip is: $60 for in-
district and Friends of 
Hayner Members and 
$65 for those out of 
district. Register and 
pay online at www.
troyhayner.org or in 
person at the Hayner.

The Hayner’s free 
Friday night film series 
began in January and 
will continue in March 
with “Who Framed 
Roger Rabbit?” on 
March 3, and “The 
Long, Long Trailer” 
on April 7. Moviego-
ers are treated to an 
introduction to the film, 
as well as free popcorn 
and soda.

Poetry also is popular 
at the center, which 
will present poets Pau-
letta Hansel and Richard 
Hague on Feb. 23 and 

March 23, respectively. 
The Hayner also hosts 
an annual poetry com-
petition for Miami 
County residents, with 
the winner receiving a 
cash prize and the honor 
of reading their work 
at the April 13 poetry 

showcase.
The center also offers 

hosts a wide variety 
of classes in paint-
ing, drawing, crafting 
(including jewelry, bead-
ing, sewing, knitting, 
paper crafts, calligraphy 
and more), creative writ-

ing, dance, genealogy, 
computer technology, 
interior decorating, as 
well as arts programs 
specifically geared 
toward children.

Aside from classes and 
special events, most of 
the Hayner’s program-

ing is free and open to 
the public. Details about 
these events and activi-
ties are posted on the 
website at www.troy-
hayner.org.

Reach Belinda M. Paschal at (937) 
451-3341

Hayner: A bastion of arts, culture

Photos by Anthony Weber | Troy Daily News
The Troy-Hayner Cultural Center hosted last year’s Boo Bash on Oct. 29, 2016, in downtown Troy. Boo Bash-goers had the opportunity to make a craft in the art studio, 
play games on the mansion lawn, participate in a scavenger hunt inside Mrs. Hayner’s home and enjoy a storytime in the parlor. Here, participants tally their scores after 
finding shapes during a Halloween hunt in the courtyard of the facility.

Troy-Hayner Cultural Center Exhibit Coordinator Leona Sargent discusses works done by contemporary African artists. The exhibit, 
titled “From Africa,” was on display during summer 2015 at the center.
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By Belinda M. Paschal
bpaschal@civitasmedia.com

MIAMI COUNTY — The 
arts are alive and well in 
Miami County, with organiza-
tion like the Piqua and Tipp 
City Area arts councils striv-
ing to enhance educational 
opportunities, contribute to 
economic growth and cultural 
heritage, and strengthen com-
munities by promoting the 
arts.

From classes and art exhib-
its to music and dancing, 
these groups help to make the 
arts accessible to all.

Piqua Arts Council
Among the many offerings 

of the Piqua Arts Council are 
its well-attended spring and 
fall workshops instructed by 
professional artists.

The first workshop, a four-
day lesson in watercolor paint-
ing, will take place March 
28-31 and be led by Steven 
Kozar, who has been painting 
as a full-time professional art-
ist since 1986. His work hass 
have been sold in prestigious 
art galleries in Chicago, Mil-
waukee, Washington D.C., 
New York, and London at the 
Plus One Gallery.

The cost of the workshop 
is $300 for PAC members 
and $350 for non-members. 
Registration will be limited to 
the first 14 participants, and a 
non-refundable $100 deposit is 
required to hold your spot

Next on PAC’s schedule 
is its signature event, Danc-
ing with the Piqua Stars, 
which pairs local “stars” — 
well-known members of the 
community — with more 
experienced dancers, under 
the tutelege of Rick and Judy 
Bowerman of RJ Ballroom.

This year’s competition will 
take place April 22, and gener-
ally consists of an afternoon 
dessert matinee and an eve-
ning dinner performance the 
same day.

One of PAC’s more recent 
ventures, the Rock Piqua! 
Riverfront Music Series has 
proven quite popular. Now in 
its fourth year, the free series 
will offer concerts on June 17, 
July 15 and Aug. 19, in Piqua’s 
Lock 9 Park.

PAC’s seasonal schedule 
features numerous other 
events and you can learn 
about them by visiting www.
piquaartscouncil.org or calling 
(937) 773-9630.

Tipp City Area Arts Council
In addition to hosting “A 

Fine Art Exhibit & Sale” 
earlier this month, the TCAAC 
will offer the Canal Music 
Fest on June 10 in City Park. 
This annual, family-friendly 
free concert has grown from 
approximately 150 attendees 
in 2010 to nearly 4,000 people 
last year.

This year’s featured 
entertainment will be the 
“Absolute Journey Tribute” 
from Toronto, bringing a 
faithful reproduction of a live 
Journey show. Concertgoers 
also will be able to enjoy a 
variety of foods and beverages 
during the festival.

Art in the Park brings 
local musical and performing 
artists to City Park on July 
15. Music will range from old 
time rock’n’roll to barbershop 
quartet harmonies to the 
Tippecanoe Community Band, 
and numerous artists will be 
doing on-site demonstrations.

These are just a couple of 
examples of what the TCAAC 
has to offer. Other events 
include 6x6 Art for All, Paint 
Out Weekend, and several 
children’s art camps that you 
can read more about on the 
TCAAC website at www.
tippcityartscouncil.com or 
call (937) 543-5115 for more 
information.

Reach Belinda M. Paschal at (937) 451-
3341

Arts councils strengthen communities

Mike Ullery | Daily Call
Ann Hoover, executive director of Piqua Compassion Network, and her “pro” partner David Siefring, a three-time 
competitor, show off some fancy footwork at the Piqua Arts Council’s signature event, “Dancing with the Piqua Stars” 
in 2016.

Absolute 
Journey 
Tribute, 
featuring 
Riccardo 
Curzi on 
vocals, will 
headline the 
Tipp City 
Area Arts 
Council’s 
Canal Music 
Fest on June 
10 in City 
Park.

Courtesy of Facebook


