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Hobart Arena, 255 Adams St., Troy
Friday, February 24th 2-7pm

Saturday, February 25th 11am-7pm
Sunday, February 26th 11am-4pm

Tickets $6.00 at the door
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 Special Offer
ONE FREE LAWN AERATION
when you sign-up for our full (6) Application Program

937-339-4758
www.greentechohio.com

GREENTECH WILL PROVIDE YOU WITH THE 
LAWN SERVICE YOU DESERVE

40860201
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The Miami Home Show Feb 24,25,26th 2017  at Hobart Arena!

Come and see the newly remodeled Hobart!

www.miamicountyhomeshow.com

Friday 2pm to 7pm   Saturday 11am to 7pm  Sunday 11am to 4pm

Tickets are $6 at the door 

Children 12 and under are free with a paying adult

Even more table top vendors for this year!

More landscapers this year!

Over 75 companies to make your home wonderful!

Sign up for door prizes!

Demos from the following companies on the demo stage this year!

Missy Duer from the Staley Mill Farm and Indian Creek Distillery

Concrete 101 from Dennis Goecke at Ernst Concrete

Water features in your yard  from Steve Stone at Natures Green Nursery

Annie Sloan Chalk paint lessons from Midwest Memories

Cooking Demos from:

Aaron Hanover, from Mohawk Freestyle Grill

David Kerg, from The “all new”  Bravo Room at Hobart Arena

As the 2017 President of the Western Ohio 
Home Builder’s Association, I want to person-
ally welcome you to the Miami County Home 
Show!  We are very excited to kick off spring 
with Miami County’s and the surrounding area’s 
Premier Home Show!  

Whether you’ve been looking for a new home, 
or just updating your existing home, this home 
show is your one stop shop for all your home 
improvement needs.  We hope this home show 

will inspire you with new ideas for landscaping, home 
improvements, and the latest in home building tech-
nology.  

The Western Ohio Home Builder’s Association 
along with the OHBA, and the NAHB, strongly advo-
cate for the builder in Washington DC to ensure the 
laws, codes and regulations are fair and just to the 
builder.  What does this mean for you the homeown-

er?  This ensures that homeownership is affordable to 
EVERYONE!  

If you have any further questions after the home show, 
and you would like to talk, feel free to give us a call 
at the Western Ohio Home Builder’s Association.  We 
promise we’ll get you the answers you need to get your 
project going.

Have a great time at the show!

Rick Mosier
2017 President
Western Ohio Home Builder’s Association
1200 Archer Drive, Troy Ohio 45373 937-339-7963
www.westernohiohba.com
www.miamicountyhomeshow.com
www.nahb.org 

Welcome to the show!
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Blinds  -  Shades  -  Shutters

40959601
www.blindsandshadesbymark.com • Troy, OH 45373  • 937-974-7823

• Experienced Design Consultants
• Superior Window Treatment Quality & Value

• Local Convenience
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February 24th, 25th and 26th, 2017

TABLE TOP VENDOR AREA

84 Lumber ............................................................ 24
All American Products ............................... Tabletop
America’s Best Choice Windows & More ............ 35
Arbogast GMC ............................................. outside
Avon ............................................................ Tabletop
Bath Creations ................................................. 61,62
BathFitter......................................................... 68,69
Blinds by Mark ..................................................... 47
Buschurs Home Improvement ............... 12,13,14,15
C&C Ultimate Floor Coatings ................................ 7
Caliber Home Loans ................................... Tabletop
Classic Concrete ................................................... 49
Closet Classic Design ........................................... 37
Cowboys Foam Insullation .................................. 1,2
Cowboys Heating & Air ....................................... 34
Craftsmen Home Improvements Inc ................... 8,9
Creative Countertops ........................................... 44
Cutco Cutlery ....................................................... 33
Dayton Door Sales........................................... 18,19
Denlinger Construction Services ......................... 57
Donny Do Go Gourmet Dips ............................... 25
Easton Water Solutions ........................................ 27

Elliott Land and Hardscaping .............................. 72
Everdry Waterproofi ng ......................................... 65
Full Life Chiropractic ................................. Tabletop
Galbreath Realtors ................................................ 48
Glaser Softwater and H2O Drinking Systems ..... 50
Greentech ................................................... 30,31,32
Gutter Helmet ...................................................... 46
Gutter Shutter Company ...................................... 36
Homes by Bruns ................................................... 55
ImproveIt Home Remodeling ............................... 63
Integrity Water Solutions LLC .............................. 9
J and D Bicycles ......................................... Tabletop
Kasey’s Outdoor Services ..................................... 43
Lance Roofi ng and Siding .................................... 26
Laughing Dog Honey ................................. Tabletop
LeafFilter North ................................................... 20
Leafguard .............................................................. 10
Logan Ac and Heat services ................................. 40
Magnolia and Vine ...................................... Tabletop
Murphy’s Nursery ............................................. 3,4,5
My Gorilla Garage ................................................ 45
Natures Green Nursery ............................... 30,31,32

Our Daily Bread Company .......................... tabletop
Peltier Family Chiropractic ........................ Tabletop
Platinum Exteriors and Insulation Products ........ 21
Re-Bath of Dayton ................................................ 64
Renewal by Anderson ........................................... 56
Schaefer & Company ...................................... 51,52
Seal Smart LLC .................................................... 42
Shop Bravura .............................................. Tabletop
Snyder Brick & Block ........................................... 22
Softtub Inc ....................................................... 53,54
Star City Concrete .................................................. 6
Thrush and Son LLC ............................................ 23
Troy Community Radio ............................................
Troy Daily News/Piqua Daily Call ........................na
Tupperware ................................................. Tabletop
Turner Landscaping LLC ..................................... 38
Universal Windows Direct .................... 58,59,66,67
USA Insullation ............................................... 70,71
Western and Southern Life Ins. ................. Tabletop
Western Ohio Home Builders Association ............na
Your Dream Boutique ................................. Tabletop
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Painting is an inex-
pensive way to trans-
form just about any 
space. Many people 
paint the interiors of 
their homes, but home 
exteriors also can 
undergo dramatic make-
overs with fresh coats 
of paint. Timing the job 
right and heeding some 
tips from professionals 
and do-it-yourselfers 
who have tread the 
painting path before 
you can make the job go 
smoothly.

Consider the time of year
Consider local weath-

er patterns and fore-
casts when planning an 
exterior painting proj-
ect. Choose a time of 
year when there is little 
rain and low humidity, 
such as autumn. Keep 
in mind that the paint 
will require a couple of 
days to dry completely 
and cure, and that can 
be difficult in damp 
weather. Don’t hamper 
the final outcome with 
poor timing.

Prepare the painting 
surfaces

Resist the tempta-
tion to start painting 
straight away. Paint may 
not adhere to unpre-
pared surfaces, and dirt 
and other debris may 
show through and mar 
the finished product. 
Repainting a home’s 
exterior will likely 
involve removing peel-
ing or chipping paint 
prior to making your 
first strokes. Wear pro-
tective gear when scrap-
ing, sanding or brush-
ing old paint, as such 
tasks can generate dust 
that can be dangerous 
to inhale, particularly if 
the old paint contains 
lead. 

Employ a chlorine 
bleach solution to kill 
any mildew and to scrub 
any dirt from the house. 
In addition, repair any 
cracks or imperfec-
tions. For example, if 
you’re painting stucco, 
you may have to fill in 
any pitting or holes. 
Use this opportunity to 
inspect caulking around 
windows and doors. 
Recaulk as needed to 
seal up drafty areas or 
those that may cause 
water infiltration prior 
to painting.

Prime and cover stains
It may be a little 

extra work, but apply 
a quality primer as the 
first coat to hide any 
imperfections, such as 
wood knots or discol-

oration from weather-
ing. Primer provides a 
smooth, even surface 
upon which to put your 
paint color. Once you 
have applied the primer, 
test your paint color 
in a small, inconspicu-
ous spot to see how the 
color looks in the day-
light. You do not want 
to paint the entire home 
only to find out you dis-
like the color.

Try these painting 
techniques

Rent a paint sprayer 
for large surface areas. 
The sprayer will pro-
duce a more uniform 
application and is less 
time-consuming than 
painting everything 
with a brush or roller. 
Make sure you’ve cho-
sen a high-quality paint, 
as the added expense 
is worth it if the paint 
lasts longer and coats 
more evenly. Also, if 
you have purchased 
multiple cans of paint, 
mix them all in one 
large bucket to ensure 
the same color; other-
wise, the colors may not 
match perfectly.

The experts at HGTV 
recommend working 
your way from top to 
bottom in a smooth, 
controlled manner, 
overlapping each stroke 
by eight inches. Trim 
and hard-to-reach areas 

should be left for brush 
work so you can main-
tain control over your 
tools.

If you are painting 

areas like steps or stair-
cases, consider adding 
a little fine-grain sand 
to the paint to improve 
traction, as paint can be 

slippery when wet.
If painting your 

home’s exterior is 
beyond your capabili-
ties, hire a professional. 

He or she will get the 
work done in a timely 
manner, and you can 
rest assured that the job 
will be done correctly. 

Ansonia Lumber Co. is a full service lumber yard. We can help you 
with all of your building material needs.

Thinking abouT a pergola?
At Ansonia Lumber, we can help you  design that special 
pergola or outdoor structure that you have been dreaming 
about. We use Western Red Cedar for beauty and long life. Our 
precut kits will save you time, so you spend more time enjoying 
and less time building. Delivery available on our own trucks.

Sale price $1499.00
• 12’x12’ Cedar Pergola

• Precut Kit

12’x18’ shown in photo

40960223
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Gardening time 
is here, with people 
enjoying plants both 
inside and outside of 
their homes. Container 
gardening, which is 
a planting method in 
which flowers and other 
plants are grown in pots 
and other containers, is 
quite popular because 
of design versatility. 
Containers can be moved 
from location to location 
if plants are not thriving 
in a particular spot. They 
also make gardening 
possible when there isn’t 
any available land space, 
which might be the case 
for apartment-dwellers.

Flower pots enable 
plant enthusiasts to 
enjoy foliage inside of 
the home as well. House-
plants can add beauty to 
interior spaces and help 
filter indoor air. In the 
late 1980s, NASA and 
the Associated Land-
scape Contractors of 
America actually studied 
houseplants as a way to 

purify the air in space 
facilities. They found sev-
eral plants are particu-
larly good at filtering out 
common volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs). 
Having plants around 
can create inviting spaces 
and improve healthy con-
ditions inside and out.

Part of caring for 
plants in containers 
involves knowing when 
a potted plant might 
need a little tender 
loving care. As plants 
grow larger, they may 
outgrow their containers 
and require more roomy 
quarters. Without ample 
space, plants may not be 
able to adequately draw 
up water and nutrients 
to support top growth. 
Repotting may seem like 
it is easy, but it actually 
takes a little finesse so 
not to damage the plants.

Gardening experts like 
those from Fine Garden-
ing, HGTV and Today’s 
Homeowner suggest 
these repotting tips.

• Be sure the plant is 
well watered for a few 
days prior to the repot-
ting process. Watering 
also will help loosen the 
root ball from inside of 
the smaller pot.

• A plant ready for 
repotting should slide 
out with most of the soil 
in one piece. If the soil 
is free-falling, it may not 
need to be repotted at 
this point because there’s 
still room for the roots 
to expand. Other signs 
that plants may need 
repotting include roots 
poking out of the soil or 
plants that are straggly 
and pale.

• Consider repotting 
outside because the pro-
cess can be messy. Have 
all of your materials, 
which include a trowel, 
gloves, scissors, and pot-
ting soil, handy so that 
you can tackle the pro-
cess smoothly.

• Remove your plant 
from the pot carefully. 
Place the plant on its 

side, then support the 
main stem in one hand 
and use the other hand 
to gently pull the pot 
away. Be careful not to 
pull on the main stem or 
break the stem. Tread 
gently.

• Cut away any rotten 
or dead roots, and trim 
really long ends. Make 
three or four vertical cuts 
about a third of the way 
up the remaining root 
ball. This also will help 
with water and nutrient 
absorption once the plant 
is in its new pot.

• Gently untangle any 
remaining roots and pre-
pare to place the plant in 
a new pot.

• Choose a new pot 
that is slightly larger 
than the root ball. Fill 
the pot with soil so that 
the root ball sits about 
an inch below the rim of 
the pot. Add more soil 
around the roots to fill 
the pot. Be sure to leave 
enough room so that 
with each watering the 

pot can hold water.
• Thoroughly water 

the plant after repotting 
to moisten the soil.

Watch your plant after-
wards to be sure that it’s 
taking to its new potted 

home. It can take around 
three to four weeks for 
the plant to recover from 
repotting. Water regu-
larly, avoid fertilizing 
and keep the plant out of 
direct sunlight.

How to repot a plant

Paint your home’s exterior like a pro
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SAVE! With CLOPAY
on select models of doors

 $100 on Double Car   $50 on Single Car

 $100 Fiberglass    $50 Fiberglass
 Entry Doors    Entry Doors
 with glass    without glass

$10 on Lift Master Model 8550W Opener
with qualifying garage door 

Consumer Mail-in Rebate
Expires March 31, 2017

Visit our New Troy Showroom
1640 South County Rd. 25-A
Troy,  OH 45373

(937) 335-1248
DaytonDoorSales.com

Integrity.   Value.   Experience.

America’s Favorite Garage Doors®
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Baby it’s cold outside!
By Angie McWhirter
Executive Director
Western Ohio Home Builders 
Association

Got the winter blues?  
Do you own a pair of 
furniture slides?  Well, 
this isn’t a job for one, 
so grab a friend, and 
maybe a bottle of wine!  
Make a day of it!  It’s 
time to re invent your 
house and “GET” to it!  
The best part is that it 
doesn’t have to cost you 
anything!

Get inspired!  Pick 
up those magazines 
and start looking.  Get 
a good idea of what’s 
going on in your home 
by how you use it.  Do 
you spend many nights 
watching TV?  Do 
you want a quiet area 
to read?  How about 
a homework station?  
You’ll need to plan the 
“use” carefully!

Get a good look at 
your home every year 
or two, preferably when 
there’s no outside work 
to be done so this cold 
winter day is perfect!  
Don’t panic!  It’s sup-
posed to be fun!  Start 
with just one room.  
Usually the living room 
where your family lives 
the most, but your mas-
ter bedroom or home 
offi ce is a great space to 
move around too!

Get your slides on!  
Put furniture slides 
under the feet of your 
furniture and ease your 
furniture towards the 
middle of your room.  If 
you don’t have slides, 
stop now!  You can get 
slides at your home 
improvement store 
cheap, I will never 
move another piece 
of furniture without 
them!  Did you know 

most homes have their 
furniture pushed too far 
back against the walls 
anyway?  If your room 
allows you to move the 
furniture into the room 
and it’s still 8 to apart, 
your furniture was in 
the wrong spot to begin 
with!  Great conversa-
tion happens when we’re 
within 8 feet of each 
other!  

Get organized and 
print off some furniture!  
There are fun interior 
designer programs if 
you want to get “techy” 
but if you don’t want to 
invest in one, print off 
some furniture!  ¼ inch 
scale works well with 
knowing that 4 little 
squares equal 1 foot.  
Yes, it’s that simple.  
Make sure you also get 
the same ¼ inch equals 
1 foot grid paper, or I’m 
sure you can print one 

of those off too.  I saw 
some nice templates you 
can buy, but Pinterest 
seems to have some free-
bies.  I personally prefer 
the magnet sets for that 
hands on feel, but those 
can be expensive too.  

Get the right size of 
your furniture and make 
sure the print off has 
close dimensions.  Older 
furniture is smaller 
than new furniture, so 
a newer template will 
allow for oversize furni-
ture.  I used an old set 
once and had to use a 
shower stall to mimic 
the space that a 42 inch 
ottoman would take.  I 
know it doesn’t sound 
pretty, but it worked!  
Lay out your furniture 
so you don’t have more 
than 8 or 9 feet between 
your farthest conversa-
tion point and the oppo-
site end of your conver-

sation area.  Now this is 
subjective, we occasion-
ally we break these rules 
for example when we 
stage a large home for 
sale, it’s about showing 
the house and not really 
sitting there so often a 
designer, or stager will 
take out furniture to 
allow a home purchaser 
to see the fl ooring or the 
room better.  Don’t get 
too wrapped up in that.

Get on line!  Now 
that you’ve moved your 
furniture around, pick 
and choose your new 
accessories!  A new rug 
usually gives new life 
to the room.  Maybe a 
round mirror instead of 
another square shape 
in your room!  A bright 
piece of art!  A few dol-
lars will go a long way 
after you’ve re invented 
your space.  Have fun 
with it! You don’t have 

to spend ANY money 
by moving accessories 
from one room to the 
other!  Take the mirror 
from an extra bedroom 
and bring it out into the 
living room!  NEW!   I’ve 
included a couple of pics 
just as examples.  In 
the end, it’s your home 
so love it and make it 
YOURS!  

If you get the winter 
blues, come out to the 
Miami County Home 
and Garden Show Febru-
ary 24,25,26th at Hobart 
Arena to see the latest 
in home remodeling and 
home products!  Make 
sure you say hello!

 

Happy Home Building!
 Angie McWhirter
Executive Director
Western Ohio Home Builder’s 
Association
(937) 339-7963
eo@westernohiohba.com 
www.miamicountyhomeshow.com



2017 HBA SPRING HOME SHOW6    February 2017

Homeowners choose 
to erect fences on their 
properties for various 
reasons. Parents may 
fi nd fences provide 
peace of mind during 
those times when their 
youngsters are playing 
in the yard, while other 
homeowners prefer fenc-
es for the privacy they 
can provide.

Whatever compels 
homeowners to consider 
fencing for their prop-
erties, those that have 
decided to install fenc-
ing will soon realize they 
have numerous options. 
Finding the right fencing 
material for your proper-
ty requires considering 
a host of factors, includ-
ing budget and personal 
style.

Aluminum
Aluminum fencing is 

ideal for those looking 
for something that’s 
both ornamental and 
functional. Aluminum 
fencing may not appeal 
to those homeowners 
whose biggest priority 
is privacy, as aluminum 
fences are not solid 
walls. But aluminum 
fences are typically low 
maintenance, and they 
can be effective at keep-
ing both kids and pets 
in the yard. Aluminum 
fences painted with a 
rust-inhibiting primer 

may require even less 
maintenance than alu-
minum fences painted 
without primer.

Bamboo
Bamboo is a less tra-

ditional fencing option 
that may appeal to 
homeowners who want 
to do something that’s 
both different and eco-
friendly. Bamboo grows 
naturally, which should 
appeal to homeowners 
who want their homes 
to have as little negative 
impact on the environ-
ment as possible. Bam-
boo provides ample pri-
vacy and comes in vari-
ous styles. Homeowners 
should consult with a 
fencing specialist before 
choosing a style so they 
can be certain they 
choose the most climate-
appropriate option.

Chain-link
Chain-link fences may 

not add the aesthetic 
appeal homeowners are 
looking for, but they are 
relatively inexpensive, 
durable and functional. 
Chain-link fences are 
low maintenance, 
though homeowners 
looking for fences to 
provide some privacy 
may need to get creative 
if they install chain-link 
fencing. Planting fl ow-
ers, shrubbery or trees 

near chain-link fences 
can add some aesthetic 
appeal and a little pri-
vacy.

Vinyl
Among the more 

expensive fencing 
options, vinyl can make 
up for that initial sticker 
shock thanks to its 
durability. In addition, 
vinyl fences require 
little maintenance, sav-
ing homeowners the 
expense of paying for 
upkeep such as repaint-
ing. Vinyl fencing comes 
in various styles, and 
homeowners can choose 
the style that best suits 
their priorities with 
regard to aesthetic 
appeal and privacy. 

Wood
Of course, no discus-

sion of fencing would 
be complete without 
mentioning wood fenc-
ing. Many homeown-
ers love wood fencing 
because of its versatility 
with regard to design 
and color. The options 
are endless when it 
comes to crafting wood 
fencing, which also can 
be stained in any color 
homeowners prefer. 
Wood fencing can be 
designed not only for 
homeowners who pri-
oritize privacy, but it 
also can be crafted for 

homeowners for whom 
privacy is not a signifi -
cant concern. Wood is 
a relatively inexpensive 
fencing material, but the 
maintenance required to 
keep wood fencing look-

ing great can sometimes 
be costly and time-con-
suming.

Options abound for 
homeowners looking 
to add fencing to their 
properties. Homeown-

ers hesitant to choose a 
material and/or install 
their own fencing can 
consult local profes-
sionals to fi nd the best 
fencing fi t for their prop-
erties.

WATER SOLUTIONS, LLC

Spend less time cleaning
and more time relaxing

with Kinetico Water!

40
95
97
79
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Cold weather can be tough 
on a home, and perhaps no 
part of a home is more vulner-
able to harsh winter weather 
than its roof. 

Fallen snow can equate to 
several pounds of pressure 
placed on a residential roof. 
Roofs do not often collapse 
under heavy snowfall. But 
adverse winter weather condi-
tions can compromise roofs in 
other ways. Water leakage and 
damage to the roof’s interior 
are just two of the potentially 
problematic issues that can 
arise when roofs are battered 
by cold, blustery weather. 
That’s why many home 
improvement specialists advise 
homeowners to conduct roof 
inspections prior to the start 
of winter.

Many homeowners can con-
duct their own cursory roof 
inspections, but they may not 
know exactly what to look for. 
The National Roofi ng Con-
tractors Association says that 
there are certain key areas to 
inspect that may reveal some 
telltale signs of roof damage. 

• Curled, cracked or missing 
shingles may prove trouble-
some. Inclement weather 
can test the strength of 
even the most durable roofs. 

Even though many roofs are 
designed to last up to 30 
years, some may need to be 
replaced early, particularly 
when they have been exposed 
to harsh weather over a period 
of years. Individual shingles 
can be replaced as spot treat-
ments, but if the damage is 
widespread, a new roof may be 
necessary.

• Attic leaks or water else-
where might signal issues with 
the roof. Figure out if water 
inside the home is coming 
from the roof. Water stains do 
not always indicate problems 
with the roofi ng, but it’s better 
to be safe than sorry. 

• Look for protective gran-
ules wearing off. If gutters are 
fi lled with the sandy granular 

material that coats roofi ng 
shingles, that may be a sign of 
an aging or damaged roof.

• Inspect fl ashing. Profes-
sional roofers can recognize 
properly installed fl ashing, the 
material that connects the roof 
to other parts of the house that 
adjoin the roof, like skylights 
or a chimneys. Poorly installed 
fl ashing can cause leaks. Stains 

that appear below chimneys or 
near attic windows may indi-
cate new fl ashing, and not new 
shingles, is needed.

• Gutters and downspouts 
should be in good condition. 
A roof is the sum of its parts, 
and that includes downspouts 
and gutters. If the gutters are 
clogged or damaged, they can-
not direct water away from 
the house properly. Snow, 
leaves and other debris needs 
to be cleared from gutters to 
help them function at optimal 
capacity. 

• Animals and insects can 
cause damage, too. It’s not just 
poor weather that homeowners 
need to consider with regard 
to roof damage. Boring insects 
and animals may cause prob-
lems with roofs as well. A roof 
inspection may shed light on 
potential pest problems. Holes 
or nesting materials may indi-
cate that an animal or animals 
are using the attic as a shelter 
from the elements. 

Get to the root of issues 
with your home’s roof before 
they become bigger problems 
once winter arrives. A thor-
ough inspection can reveal 
problems that may prove costly 
if ignored.

What to look for during roof inspections

Inspect a roof each fall to get an idea of the 
potential damage and any necessary repairs 
that may be needed before nasty weather 
sets in.

Finding the 
right fencing fit
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White is a versatile color in 
home decorating and renova-
tion. White helps any space 
look effortlessly chic, blends 
well with just about any color 
and can be incorporated into 
various design styles — from 
modern to traditional. 

While the color white is 
always  trendy, the paint manu-
facturers Benjamin Moore 
chose white (Simply White 
OC-117) as their “it” color for 
2016. White can be used nearly 
anywhere inside and outside 
the home. Improving interior 
and exterior spaces with white 
elements is easier than you 
might think, and it instantly 
can make anything look as 
good as new.

Kitchen
While rich cherrywood cabi-

nets and deeply hued granite 
countertops have long been 
popular in kitchens, creamy 
white cabinets paired with 
blonde wood countertops can 
work together to make kitch-
ens seem open and airy. If all 
white is not your thing, bright-
en up kitchen spaces with 
white canisters, cookie jars and 
a fresh bouquet of white fl ow-
ers to add instant appeal.

Living Room
Use white as a base color for 

living room spaces so you can 
build on it with other hues on 
pillows and draperies, mixing 
and matching however you see 
fi t.  

Homeowners who have chil-
dren and/or pets should look 
for furniture with removable 
slipcovers. This way they’re 
easily removed and laundered. 

Bathroom
White bathrooms look fresh 

and are easy to clean and 

maintain. White tiles provide 
a classic look. Include colored 
bath mats, towels and shower 
curtains to break up the white 
as you see fi t. A neutral white 
base makes it easy to switch 
out color schemes whenever 
you feel like it. 

Bedroom
Feminine and fresh, white 

bedrooms may not be the fi rst 
choice for novice designers. If 
the prospect of white on white 
seems too sterile, offset deeper 
hues on bed linens and walls 
with white furniture. This 
provides some pop against the 
darker contrast. 

Keep in mind that doing 
a bed up in all white means 
it will always be easy to fi nd 
matching sheets and pillowcas-
es, making it possible to ensure 
everything looks cohesive and 
crisp. 

Outdoors
Use white paint on trims, 

shutters, mailboxes, and more 
to provide that pop of contrast 
against the rest of the home. 
White complements just about 
every color, making it a versa-
tile choice on a home’s accents 
regardless of the main exterior 
color of that home.  

White and other light 
shades will refl ect the sun as 
well, contributing to cooler 
temperatures on walkways, 
decks and other structures, 
which can be advantageous to 
homeowners who live in warm 
climates.

Is it any wonder that white 
continues to be a classic and 
popular color to use around the 
home? Whether you do so with 
monochromatic roomscapes or 
accent pieces, you can incor-
porate white into design plans 
throughout your home.

We are a family owned business built on quality, honesty and integrity. Our mission is to develop a personal 
relationship with our clients enabling us to create a design that enhances their property.
All of us at Murphy’s Nursery truly enjoy working with our customers and take pride in our workmanship. We 
look forward to nurturing relationships, ensuring lawn and landscape gardens have curb appeal while providing 
a place to retreat for relaxation, enjoyment and entertaining. We have a passion for this industry and will deliver 
exceptional service and craftsmanship while paying attention to detail.

We want your property to look its best!
• Landscape & Hardscape Design & Build
• Outdoor Living Spaces & Kitchenettes
• Outdoor Structures
• Paver Brick/Flagstone Walks & Patios
• Retaining Wall Systems
• Garden Ponds & Water Displays
• Landscape Lighting

• Landscape Maintenance
• Lawn Care Services
• Lawn Seeding, Renovation & Aeration
• Sod Installation
• Fencing
• Snow Removal

Murphy’s Nursery & Landscaping, Inc.

937.968.3889
9585 Young Road ~ Union City, Ohio 45390
murphysnurseryandlandscaping.com

Where honesty & IntegrIty BuIlds QualIty.
40959786
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Rising energy costs coupled 
with the continued adoption of 
eco-friendly lifestyles are two fac-
tors driving homeowners to seek 
ways to reduce energy consump-
tion in their homes. Reducing 
energy consumption is reason 
enough for many homeowners 
to make changes around the 
house, but saving energy some-
times means saving substantial 
amounts of money as well.

Energy-effi cient appliances and 
eco-friendly building materials 
can help homeowners reduce 
energy consumption. But home-
owners looking for additional 
ways to cut cooling and heat-
ing costs can address air leaks 
around the house to make their 
homes more energy effi cient.

• Identify air leaks around win-
dows and doorways. Autumn is a 
great time of year to identify air 
leaks. Fall, and particularly late 
fall, tends to be characterized 
by cold air that makes it easy to 
detect air leaks. Feel for leaks 
around windows and doorways, 
ideally conducting such tests on 
cold, windy days when you can 
quickly detect if air is fl owing in 

from the outside. Leaks around 
windows and doors waste energy 
because the interior of the home 
is either colder (in the winter) 
or warmer (in the summer) than 
it needs to be, prompting home-
owners to turn up their thermo-
stats or rely more heavily on air 
conditioning units.

• Look for leaks elsewhere 
around the house. While win-
dows and doorways are where 
many leaks are found, leaks also 
may be found around plumb-
ing, electrical fi xtures and dryer 
vents. Inspect such areas by 
feeling for drafts or looking for 
signs that insects and critters 
might be entering. 

• Look up and down. Evi-
dence of air leaks may be notice-
able on both the fl oor and the 
ceiling. Dirty spots on carpeting 
and the ceiling may be indicative 
of air leaks at interior wall/ceil-
ing joints and wall/fl oor joists. 
Fixing such leaks may be as 
simple as applying some caulk. 

• Go with gaskets. The 
United States Department of 
Energy recommends installing 
foam gaskets behind outlet and 

switch plates on walls. Outlets 
and switch boxes on exterior 
walls provide another place 
for air to leak into a home and 
drive up energy costs. Properly 
installed gaskets can cut back 
on air infi ltration, providing an 
inexpensive way to save energy 
and money.

• Cover the kitchen exhaust 
fans when you are not cooking. 
Kitchen exhaust fans can help 
prevent fi res and unfavorable 
indoor air conditions when 
preparing meals at home. But 
such fans provide opportunities 
for air to enter a home, so make 
sure they are tightly closed or 
covered when no one is cooking 
in the kitchen. 

Air leaks around a house can 
waste energy and contribute to 
high energy bills, particularly 
during the winter and summer 
when temperatures outside tend 
to be at their most extreme. 
Homeowners looking to reduce 
their energy consumption and 
save money can inspect various 
areas of their homes for air leaks 
and immediately address any 
they discover.

Address air leaks to save energy and money

The popularity of the color white

White is a versatile color to use around 
the home. It’s consistently a favorite 
among designers for its crisp appeal.
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Lawns and gardens can 
often benefi t from the 
laying of mulch. Mulch 
serves various purposes 
in lawns and gardens, 
and many experienced 
lawn and garden enthusi-
asts lay mulch to ensure 
their properties make it 
through spring, summer 
and fall unscathed.

First-time homeowners 
with little or no landscap-
ing experience may not 
understand the benefi ts 
of mulch, which can be 
used to strengthen soil 
and protect properties 
from the elements.

What is mulch?
Mulch refers to a mate-

rial spread around or 
over a plant to enrich 
and/or insulate its soil. 
Many homeowners 
prefer mulch made of 
wood chips, which is 
both effective and read-
ily available. The U.S. 

Environmental Protec-
tion Agency notes that 
organic mulches, which 
include leaves, wood 
chips, compost or grass 
clippings, can be used by 
homeowners who want 
to develop eco-friendly 
landscapes.

Why mulch?
Mulching can benefi t 

plants around a property 
in various ways. Many 
people lay mulch because 
the mulch helps soil 
retain moisture in the 
summer, when tempera-
tures tend to be at their 
hottest. This can help 
plants survive summer 
heat waves.

Mulch also can be 
used to suppress weeds. 
Weeds, which steal 
moisture plants need to 
build strong roots and 
survive summer, need 
light to grow. When 
laid correctly, mulch 

deprives weeds of the 
light they need to grow. 
Organic mulches can 
even provide homes for 
crickets and a type of 
beetle that feed on weed 
seeds.

Mulch also can deter 
harmful pests depend-
ing on the type of 
mulch homeowners 
choose. When purchas-
ing mulch, homeown-
ers will have to choose 
between the aforemen-
tioned organic mulch 
or man-made mulches, 
which may be made of 
plastic or rubber. While 
man-made mulches 
may repel pests, they 
also can have adverse 
effects. Plastic, for 
example, can heat up in 
the summer and cause 
plants to burn. Certain 
organic mulches can 
repel insects that can 
threaten plants. That’s 
because the major-

ity of organic mulches 
increase the amount of 
benefi cial bacteria in 
the soil, and they also 
increase the presence 
of helpful insects that 
do not pose a threat to 
plant life. Those helpful 
insects help keep harm-

ful insects at bay. Com-
post is a type of organic 
mulch that may attract 
harmful insects. While 
that does not mean 
homeowners should 
shy away from using 
compost as mulch, they 
should know that they 

may need to employ 
organic insecticides to 
combat their unwanted 
guests.

Mulch is a potentially 
valuable tool homeown-
ers can use to improve 
the look and health of 
their properties.

THE CABINET SHOP 
OF TROY

KITCHEN & BATH CENTER

40960192

Family Owned Since 1991

•  Kitchen & Bath Remodeling•  Kitchen & Bath Remodeling•  Kitchen & Bath Remodeling

•  All Wood Kitchen & Bath Cabinetry•  All Wood Kitchen & Bath Cabinetry•  All Wood Kitchen & Bath Cabinetry

•  Glazing & Inset Doors No Extra Charge!•  Glazing & Inset Doors No Extra Charge!•  Glazing & Inset Doors No Extra Charge!

•  Great Pricing On Granite &  Quartz!•  Great Pricing On Granite &  Quartz!•  Great Pricing On Granite &  Quartz!

•  Tub & Shower Replacements•  Tub & Shower Replacements•  Tub & Shower Replacements

•  Experienced Installers•  Experienced Installers•  Experienced Installers

100 East Main Street  •  Downtown Troy

9 3 7 - 3 3 9 - 4 2 6 4
www.thecabinetshopoftroy.com 

Visit Our
Showroom!
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Make the most of mulching

The arrival of warmer 
weather means differ-
ent things to different 
people. Some anticipate 
opportunities for out-
door fun, while others 
may be considering 
redecorating or remod-
eling their homes. For 
the latter group, home 
improvement season 
provides a great oppor-
tunity to make homes 
more eco-friendly.

When planning home 
improvement projects, 
it’s best to fi rst choose 
a project and then look 
for ways to make the 
project more environ-
mentally friendly. Such 
an approach may not 
only benefi t the environ-
ment, but it also may 
benefi t homeowners’ 
bottom lines.

Interior decorating
Longer days and 

warmer temperatures 
often translate into 
wanting to freshen up 
the interior of a home. 
Heavy draperies and 
comforters are put 
away, and lighter fabrics 
are taken out of stor-
age. Whenever possible, 
reuse or repurpose 
items you already have 
rather than purchas-
ing new items. Longer 
drapes can be cut and 
hemmed to be used as 
window treatments in 
other rooms. Making a 
patchwork blanket out 
of old T-shirts is a crafty 
project that makes use 
of items that would oth-
erwise be destined for 
landfi lls. 

When laundering 
linens, skip the energy-
using dryer and let 
items line dry in the sun 
and fresh air. 

If you decide to pur-

chase some new items, 
look for products made 
from sustainable or 
organic fabrics. Hemp 
and bamboo textiles 
have grown in popular-
ity. Hemp and bamboo 
plants grow quickly, and 
their durability makes 
these materials smart 
choices.

When replacing items 
around the house, 
donate older items to a 
charitable organization.

Flowers and plants
Spring and summer 

call to mind beautiful 
blooming plants. Rely-
ing on native, sustain-
able plants is practical, 
environmentally friend-
ly and cost-effective. 

According to the 
National Wildlife Feder-
ation, sustainable plants 
are native plants. Native 
plants sustain local 
wildlife more effectively 
than non-native alterna-
tives, so include native 
plants in your sustain-
able garden. Native 
plants also are less reli-
ant on pesticides and 
herbicides to keep them 
healthy and viable.

Don’t forget to bring 
plants indoors as well. 
Even though you may 
be opening the win-
dows more, indoor 
plants can filter and 
purify indoor air. The 
NASA Clean Air Study, 
led in association with 
the Associated Land-
scape Contractors of 
America, found that 
certain common indoor 
plants naturally remove 
toxic agents such as 
benzene, formaldehyde 
and trichloroethylene 
from the air. Efficient 
air cleaning is accom-
plished with at least 

one plant per 100 
square feet of home or 
office space.

Proper disposal
Spring cleaning is 

another tradition for 
many families come the 
end of winter and dawn 
of spring. Many people 
use spring as a time 
to go through closets 
and garages to remove 
items they no longer 
use or need. In an effort 
to clean up fast, some 
people may dispose 
of chemical products, 
paints, treated lumber, 
and many other items 
in ways that can be 
damaging to the envi-
ronment. Always learn 
local municipal guide-
lines for proper dispos-
al of potentially harmful 
products. Area recy-
cling centers may have 
drop-off areas for stains 
and paints, used motor 
oil and other potentially 
harmful products.

Before discarding 
something, see if it can 
be donated or sold. 
This will result in fewer 
items ending up in 
landfills. 

Exercise caution out-
doors as well. Runoff 
from cleaning products 
used on home siding 
or driveways can leach 
into the surrounding 
soil or find its way 
into sewage drains that 
ultimately direct fluids 
to public waterways. 
Choose environmentally 
responsible products 
whenever possible.

Springtime renova-
tion and cleaning proj-
ects provide the perfect 
opportunity to adopt 
eco-friendly practices 
that pay dividends for 
years to come.

How to make spring
projects more eco-friendly
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www.hemmglass.com
(937) 773-5591

Glass and Mirror Solutions to Fit Your Every Need! 
• Beveled, penciled, polished and other types of edgework
• Broken Glass
• Buck stove/fireplace glass
• Closet Organization
• Curved glass
• Custom backsplash, mirrors, and etching
• Custom shower door enclosures
• Glass for curio cabinets, entertainment units
• Glass Tabletops
• Insulating units for patio doors
• Mirrored closet doors
• Pattern glass
• Plexiglas – clear, obscure and colored
• Screens – aluminum and fiberglass
• Window Replacement and Repair

Professionally Trained Installation Staff

Locations:
514 South Main St. 
Piqua, OH 45356

20 North Ridge Ave.
Troy, OH 45373

633 North Vandemark Rd.
Sidney, OH 45365
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Get the Outdoor Space You’ve Always Wanted!
By Angie McWhirter
Executive Director
Western Ohio Home Builders 
Association

Are you one of those 
people that have a great 
back yard and you’re not 
utilizing that space?  Do 
you walk through the 
outdoor furniture area 
of your home improve-
ment store and wonder 
how you will ever be 
able to afford $1,000.00 
for that beautiful new 
table?  No worries!  If 
you get started today, 
by the end of the week, 
you can have a great 
outdoor space with very 
little money.  

Design is key.  Look 
at pictures of expen-
sive outdoor spaces.  
Some are professionally 
designed and executed 
by great contractors.  
Planning ahead will 
be important!  Find 
out what you love 
about those pictures, 
and circle them in the 
magazine with with 
pen.  Is it the expensive 
furniture?  Well, maybe 
not this year..but is it 
the “intimate seating 
arrangement” that you 
love?  You can have one 
of those! 

First, if you don’t 
have a concrete patio, 
you will need to create 
one.  A level, bug free 
area is nice.  Concrete 
pavers are inexpensive, 
and remember the big-
ger the better, so get 
the biggest one’s you 
can afford.  Smaller 
one’s or a lot of gravel 
aren’t really functional 
with chair legs.  It’s 
safer, and more steady 
on a fl at surface.  You 
will need an area for 
two chairs minimum 
with area to put your 
legs.  You may even 
run into a neighbor try-

ing to get rid of some!  
Mix and match pavers!  
Remember, don’t get 
crazy when weeds and 
plants grow up through 
the cracks, maybe you 
can do some “gorilla” 
landscaping and plant 
that cool moss, ground 
cover, grass, or even 
herbs in the cracks 
that will smell great 
when you walk across 
your stones.  Control 
your environment!  I’ve 
also included a pic of 
a chair you can plant 
your veggies in made 
from concrete block.  
(Remember to line it 
with plastic with a small 
drain hole to protect 
your plants and keep 
water from fl ooding 
your chair)

Now, get some inex-
pensive, or even FREE 
furniture from some-
one’s curb, or your local 
thrift store.  Two chairs 
will be needed for those 
great late night con-
versations.  Get ready 
to paint!  Think about 
what you want your 
area to feel like, and 
paint away.  Don’t forget 
to be crafty!  If you put 
shapes in tape on your 
furniture, it will leave 

cool designs 
after you’ve painted!  
Buy that roll of paint 
tape!  Krylon and Rus-
toleum make great prod-
ucts that you can paint 
over rust, and plastic 
that dry in as little as 15 
minutes!  You’ll need a 
table to set your drinks 
on a hot night.  Turn 
over that old milk crate 
or paint an old metal 
one found in the trash.  
Anything’s a drink table 
as long as it’s a mini-
mum of about 18 inches 
high!  Be creative! 

Lighting, lighting 
lighting!  So very impor-
tant after the sun goes 
down.  Hit the dollar 
store for inexpensive 
tea light holders, turn 
that old chandelier you 
found in the trash into a 
candle holder, use those 
old soup cans with holes 
punched in them, light 
it up!  Hang the cans or 
that chandelier from a 
tree branch to give your 
area focus and glow.  
Don’t forget to set some 
citronella candles out 
too to keep those pesky 
biters away!  If you 
have an outlet, Merry 
Christmas!  Get out 
that string of Christmas 

lights you’ve ignored 
and put them to use all 
year long!  (Indoor Out-
door :)  

Sound!  Don’t forget 
to boost that relaxation 
feel with the trickle of 
water!  Now’s the time 
to make your own foun-
tain!  Two old pots, a 
buried plastic bin with a 
watering can..anything 
can be a fountain!  You 
will need a tiny pump 
and some electric.  If 
you want to invest in 
a little more, there 
are pumps with solar 
panels!  No electric 
needed!  Wind chimes?  
Remember the longer 
and bigger the chimes, 
the lower and softer the 
tone.  I had a neighbor 
that had chimes 10 feet 
off of my patio when I 
used to live in a condo.  
They were so small 
it sounded like glass 
breaking.  Not pretty.  
Remember to be polite 
to your neighbors when 
sound is an element 
you’ll be adding.  

The last details are 
very important.  Design-
er’s always say “God is 
in the details”  or also 
known as those “fi nish-
ing touches”.  Get that 

old throw that’s been 
laying across the end of 
your bed, that bud vase 
with a single fl ower, 
an old pillow tucked in 
a closet.  All of these 
things will “soften” your 
space and give it that 
level of comfort that will 
make your guests stay 
longer.  It also works in 
the reverse if you want 
them to leave :)

I’ve enclosed just a 
few pictures of what 
I’m referring to.  Don’t 
be afraid to use oth-
ers ideas on line, and 

tweak those ideas to 
make them your own.  
Remember “Imitation 
is the sincerest form of 
fl attery.”

Warm weather will 
be here soon!  Hang in 
there!

Happy Home Building!  

Angie McWhirter
Executive Director, and Interior 
Designer  
Western Ohio Home Builders 
Association
937 339 7963
eo@westernohiohba.com
www.miamicountyhomeshow.com
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(MS) — It’s remodeling 
season, and with so many 
projects on the to-do list, 
which should you tackle 
first? While some projects 
provide great long-term 
return on investment, a 
few simple ones can pro-
vide instant savings. Here 
are the top home spring 
projects to help you save 
money:

Caulk around windows 
and doors — Stop air 
leaks around your home 
by sealing existing gaps 
and cracks. Use caulk-
ing or weather stripping 
around doors and win-
dows. Installing a door 
sweep is also a good idea. 

Insulate your home — 
Use insulation with a high 
R-value, such as Roxul 
Comfortbatt, which can 
be used to top up insula-

tion in your attic. Aim 
for an R-value of 50 or a 
depth of 16 inches. For 
whole home efficiency, 
ensure other areas of 
your home, such as crawl 
spaces, basement head-
ers, walls and ceilings, are 
well insulated. It will keep 
your house cool in the 
warm weather and take 
the stress off your air con-
ditioning unit.

Clean your AC unit 
— Come spring, it’s not 
uncommon to find an air 
conditioner’s condenser 
and compressor blocked 
up with dirt and debris. 
This can result in greater 
stress on the unit, causing 
it to work harder. Giving 
it a thorough cleaning is 
easy and can help maxi-
mize your AC unit’s ser-
vice life while minimizing 

your energy bill.
Plant trees — Direct 

sunlight can heat up sur-
faces and building materi-
als, as well as the inte-
rior temperature of your 
home. Consider planting 
trees in strategic locations 
to provide shade and 
reduce cooling costs.

Install a rain barrel — 
Water is an important, 
but costly resource. 
Installing a rain barrel 
is an easy and affordable 
measure to reduce your 
water consumption, while 
keeping your lawn and 
garden looking 

great.
These simple home 

maintenance tasks can 
be well worth the effort, 
potentially providing hun-
dreds of dollars in annual 
savings. 

We are #1 because: We CARE, We’re fair & We’re there!
40960196

2016
2015
2014
2013

EDDIE R.
Service Tech/Oil Heat Specialist

SHERYL S.
Frontline - Customer Service

JIM V. (JJ)
Lead Installer

davesservices.com

937-335-1423
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Outdoor gatherings 
are a summertime staple 
for many families and 
groups of friends for 
whom summer simply 
would not be complete 
without backyard barbe-
cues or lazy evenings on 
the patio. While outdoor 
party hosts often invite 
as many friends and fam-
ily members as possible 
to such gatherings, they 
also can count on some 
uninvited and particu-
larly bothersome guests: 
mosquitoes.

Mosquitoes love to 
bite humans. The side 
effects of such bites can 
range from the relatively 
harmless (annoying, 
itchy bites) to the severe 
(disease). Hosts who 
want to keep mosquitoes 
at bay during their next 
patio party can try the 

following tips.
• Address areas with 

standing water. Stand-
ing water is attractive 
to mosquitoes because 
it gives them a place 
to breed. According to 
the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, 
studies have shown that 
female mosquitoes prefer 
to lay eggs in water that 
collects or is stored in 
manmade containers. 
The CDC recommends 
that items that can col-
lect water, including pet 
bowls, vases, birdbaths 
and pool covers, be 
emptied and scrubbed 
at least once per week. 
When items like pet 
bowls are not in use, 
turn them over to empty 
them and then keep them 
covered until they must 
be used again. Tightly 

seal any water storage 
containers to prevent 
mosquitoes from getting 
inside and laying eggs.

• Simulate wind. Few 
people may think to 
bring window or desk 
fans outside when enter-
taining, but simulating 
wind can deter mosqui-
toes from invading patios 
and decks. Mosquitoes 
fly slowly and often can-
not make it through the 
simulated wind created 
by manmade fans. In 
addition, fans may blow 
away the very things, 
such as body odor, that 
draw mosquitoes to 
humans in the first place. 

• Light citronella 
candles and/or torches. 
Citronella candles and 
tiki torches that burn 
citronella are effective 
mosquito deterrent as 

well. Such candles and 
torches give off smoke 
that confuses mosquitoes 
and masks the human 
scents that attract the 
bugs. Place torches 
around your patio but 
find somewhere other 
than the dining table to 
place citronella candles if 
you decide to use them, 
as some people find the 
candles aggravating or 
bothersome.

• Plant mosquito-
repellent plants. The 
right plants might help 
you keep mosquitoes at 
bay as well. For exam-
ple, catmint contains an 
oil called nepeta faas-
senii that can be used as 
an all-natural mosquito 
repellent. Closely relat-
ed to catmint, catnip 
also can be an effective 
mosquito deterrent. 

But both species can 
be invasive, so be sure 
to contact a local lawn 
and garden professional 
before planting any 
plants to repel mosqui-
toes.

Mosquitoes are a 

potentially harmful nui-
sance that can quickly 
compromise outdoor 
gatherings. But party 
hosts can take several 
steps to keep these unin-
vited guests from spoil-
ing summertime soirees.

Enjoy mosquito-free patio parties

Top 5 home projects to help you save money


