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a big learning curve, but 
the energy and the effort 
that the girls are putting 
forth has been outstand-
ing from my vantage 
point.”

Troy will still be young 
this season, with a pair of 
seniors returning: Bailey 
Hess, last year’s leading 
scorer, and Jenna Kaup. 
Hess averaged 7.2 points, 
3.1 rebounds, 1.3 steals 
and 1.0 assists per game 
last season, missing the 
fi nal four games of the 
year with an injury, while 
Kaup came off the bench 
for much of the season.

“Bailey’s one of those 
players, about 5-foot-11, 
that can play a point 
guard or the post. She’s 

very versatile,” Johnson 
said. “She’s very athletic, 
fast, strong, can shoot the 
ball, can penetrate. I look 
at her to be one of our 
leaders on the team. Last 
year was a breakout year 
for her confi dence-wise, 
and I expect her to be one 
of the go-to people. When 
the game is on the line 
and we need a basket, I 
think she’ll be the one to 
provide it.

“Jenna is probably 
going to run the point. 
Great ballhandler, has 
great fl oor vision. I’d like 
to see Jenna score much 
more than she did last 
year. We’re really work-
ing on making sure she 
looks for her shot. She 
loves passing the ball and 
getting that assist, but 
we’re going to need her 
to score. She has a great 
outside shot, and she can 
fi nish at the basket, too.”

Including Hess, Troy 
returns three of its top 
four scorers from last year 
as junior Alaura Holycross 
(4.7 points, 4.2 rebounds 
per game) and sophomore 
Kiyha Adkins (4.1 points, 
2.0 steals per game) also 
come back. And junior 
Jordan Short is a three-
year player that has made 
key contributions from 
time to time that will see 
her role expanded this 
season.

“Jordan, this will be her 
third year on varsity. She 
started as a freshmen. 
She was the sparkplug 
last year, coming off the 
bench and hitting 3 after 
3,” Johnson said. “She’s 
a great shooter. I think 
her role was just a 3-point 
shooter, but we’re looking 
for her to do more than 
that. She’s been working 
on her mid-range shot and 
ballhandling. And Alaura, 
she’s my bull in the china 
shop. She played soccer 
this year to help with her 

conditioning, and physi-
cally she’s much quicker 
and has more endurance, 
has been in the weight 
room and is much stron-
ger. She’s one of those 
players, even at 5-foot-6, 
5-7, she can dominate in 
the post because of her 
strength.

“Kiyha is a sophomore 
and is one of the quickest 
players in the area. She’s 
a defensive terror. She’s 
improved her ballhandling 
and her shot, and she’s 
going to be more a part of 
the offense this year. She’s 
going to be more than just 
the player that scores in 
transition this year. She 
could be one of the best 
defensive players in our 
division.”

Juniors Alyse Holter 
and Velena Robinson and 
sophomore Gabbi John-
son will lead a group of 
younger players hoping 
to earn the chance to con-
tribute.

“I think Gabbi is going 
to fi ght for a starting 
spot,” Johnson said. 
“She’s 5-9, 5-10, sleek 
build, handles the ball 
well, good mid-range 
shot, decent from 3-point 
line and has good court 
vision. Her overall game 
presence is going to be 
a big benefi t. Alyse has 
a great post game. She’s 
very active in the post, 
an aggressive rebounder, 
very strong defender, and 
thanks to her cross coun-
try training, she never 
gets tired. And Velena is 
a great penetrator and a 
very dynamic player. She 
can get to the basket and 
fi nish. I see her doing a 
lot of good things for us 
this year.

“We have some fresh-
men and sophomores 
that will get some playing 
time, too, depending on 
who develops. We have a 
great young group, and 

I see them having an 
impact.”

And with the new-look 
Greater Western Ohio 
Conference American 
North Division — out 
is Trotwood, and in is 
back-t0-back Division II 
regional fi nalist Tippeca-
noe — the Trojans will 
aim to get back to the top 
of the league.

“I do think Tippecanoe 
will be a dominant force 
coming in,” Johnson said. 
“They lost a lot of key 
players, but they have the 
ability to reload. I think 
Butler will be strong — 
one of those teams where 
there’s never a star player, 
but anyone can hurt. 
you. Sidney has (Celena) 
Taborn, 6-4, 6-5 and a 
dominant presence in the 
post with players around 
her. They’ll always be a 
tough matchup. Piqua, it 
doesn’t matter what the 
record is, it’s going to 
be a tough game. That 
game brings out the best 
in both teams, and we 
play each other tough. 
Greenville is always that 
scrappy, aggressive team, 
similar to Butler where 
they have seven girls that 
don’t quit.

“Our goal as a team is 
to win the league. That’s 
our goal. We’re going to 
go out every night and 
fi ght. Coaching-wise, I 
want to see improvement. 
I want to see from Week 1 
to Week 2 to Week 3 that 
we get better. We want to 
be that team that, come 
tournament time, no one 
wants to play. I want to 
be fi ring on all cylinders 
at that time so when the 
tournament draw comes, 
teams say, ‘Oh, I don’t 
want to play Troy right 
now.’”

Contact Josh Brown at (937) 552-
2132, or follow @TroyDailySports 
on Twitter.40938936
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TROY — In his 30-plus-year 
coaching career, Paul Bremigan 
has never had to deal with what 
his Trojans are facing at the 
beginning of this season.

He doesn’t mind.
With the Troy football team 

reaching the playoffs for the 
fi rst time since 2011 — and 
winning a fi rst-round game for 
the fi rst time since 2000 — the 
basketball team had to wait to 
get a number of its players onto 
the practice court after fall sea-
son for the fi rst time in years. 
And for Bremigan — who spent 
most of his coaching career 
at Russia, which did not have 
football — it’s the fi rst time he’s 
experienced the situation, but 
since it means his players are 
not only learning how to win, 
but also beginning to expect 
winning, he’s more than fi ne 
with it.

“Oh yeah, it’s been differ-
ent. But it’s a good problem to 
have,” Bremigan said. “With the 
football season they had, it was 
a lot of fun. It was a neat expe-
rience for these kids to win as 
much as they did. And I’m hop-
ing the guys we’ve got coming 
back will bring that to the table 
for us.”

Bremigan himself brought a 
winning tradition to Troy last 
season. In 31 seasons at Russia, 
he won 437 games, 11 sectional 
titles, fi ve district titles and a 

regional title, with his Raiders 
fi nishing as the Division IV 
state runner-up in 2002. In his 
fi rst season with the Trojans, 
the team went 8-15 — a step 
up from 6-17 the year before — 
and they’re looking to continue 
to make progress.

“I think they’re used to me 
and how I want things done,” 
Bremigan said. “It’s been a 
smooth year so far. We lost 
eight seniors but have seven 
seniors out for the team. We’ve 
got fi ve juniors, and we’ve got 
four football players, so that 
will help us athletically and 
depth-wise. I’m anxious to see 
what they can do and how they 
mix in with the guys we’ve got.”

Four players returning from 
last year’s team are seniors 
Ryan McClurg — who brings 
back the most scoring with 7.9 
points per game, third on the 
team last year — Keenan Kin-
nel (4.0 points per game) and 
Zion Taylor — the lone football 
player that played varsity bas-
ketball last season — as well as 
junior Zach Reichelderfer (4.1 
points, 3.7 rebounds per game).

“We have four returning 
lettermen,” Bremigan said. 
“McClurg is our leading return-
ing scorer, and Keenan, Zion 
and Zach did a nice job for us.”

Seniors Hayden Kotwica, 
who played varsity basketball 
two seasons ago, and Josh 
Browder and junior Zach Boyer 
also join the team after football 
season. Seniors Devon Larger 

and Keaton Pfeiffer also join 
the team, with juniors Brenden 
Kinnel, Eli Palmer and Austin 
Kloeker adding more depth.

When it comes to who will 
run the point, the position 
occupied by last year’s leading 
scorer, Romello Yaqub, the Tro-
jans are still looking at a num-
ber of factors.

“We’ve got a couple options 
with some of our juniors,” 
Bremigan said. “We’ve got some 
young kids we’re looking at for 
that. For the most part, we’re 
looking to push the ball. We’ve 
got a lot of guys that can handle 
the ball and lead the break, 
so that’s kind of how we’re 
approaching it, with four or 
fi ve guys leading the break and 
pushing the ball up the fl oor.”

The Trojans also have a host 
of younger players that could 
contribute this year, depending 
on how they develop.

“We’ve got 12 sophomores 
out, and they’re really bal-
anced,” Bremigan said. “One 
thing we’re really striving for 
is a lot of competitiveness for 
playing time. That’s what I’ve 
been used to. We tell the kids 
all that time that, although we 
make the calls on Friday night, 
you guys are battling it out for 
playing time. If you go hard 
against each other in practice 
all the time, then everyone is 
getting better. I like our depth 
with this group of guys we’ve 

‘Good problems to have’ for Troy boys

File photo courtesy Lee Woolery/Speedshot Photo
Troy’s Ryan McClurg drives in for a layup last season.

By Josh Brown
jbrown@civitasmedia.com

TROY — Aaron John-
son knew his chance 
would come.

“This is something I’ve 
wanted for a long time,” 
said Johnson, who has 
held a number of assistant 
or junior high coaching 
jobs at Troy High School. 
“I knew when Nathan 
(Kopp) was going to 
make his next move, when 
he got what he wanted, I’d 
been waiting for this. I’d 
wanted this for a while.”

Kopp, who coached 
the Troy girls basketball 
team for nine seasons, 
is now the Xenia High 
School athletic director, 
a move the gave Johnson 
the chance to step up and 
claim his fi rst varsity head 
girls basketball coach-
ing job. He takes over 
a Trojan program that 
went 9-14 last season and 
graduated a large senior 
class in the offseason — 
but a team that has some 
veteran contributors com-
ing back, as well.

“Really well,” Johnson 
said when asked how 
the girls were taking to 
their new coach. “They’re 
buying into the system 
that we’re putting in, and 
they’re working hard. 
They listen, and they try. 
I’m seeing some improve-
ment, I’m seeing them 
buying into what we’re 
asking them to do, and I 

think that makes a huge 
difference. There’s some 
energy at practice, some 
enthusiasm — and every 
so often, we have some 
fun.

“We have a ways to go. 
It’s a totally new system 
we’re putting in, one with 

Trojans welcome Johnson as coach

Anthony Weber/Troy Daily News file
Troy’s Bailey Hess drives past a defender last season.
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TIPP CITY — It’s been a 
time of change for Tippecanoe 
boys basketball.

Last year, it was a new coach 
in Joel Visser, the team’s third 
in two years.

This season, it’s a move up 
to the Greater Western Ohio 
Conference.

It’s been a move that all of 
Tippecanoe’s fall teams already 
made, though, and Visser is 
hoping that the success that 
his players saw then carries 
over to basketball season, as 
trips to the regional fi nal in 
boys soccer and to the playoffs 
in football have delayed the 
arrival of most of the Red Dev-
ils’ players.

“Soccer won district and 
was in the regional, played 
that same Saturday that foot-
ball did. Both have three of 
our guys, so we’re getting a 
late start again — but that’s 
alright,” Visser said. “Hon-
estly, that success that those 
guys have carries over for 
us. We get stuck putting the 
pieces together for a while and 
it takes some time, but those 
kids expect to win and are part 
of winning programs.

“We said it last year that 
we need to get off to a better 
start, then we started off 2-4. 
But ultimately, that winning 
affects what we do. I love it. It 
can be a pain in the butt piec-
ing it together, but we’re better 
for it. It’s a good problem to 
have.”

The Devils fi nished 16-9 last 
year — a massive improve-
ment from the 3-20 fi nish the 
year before — and lost in the 

sectional title game to a Cen-
tral Buckeye Conference cross-
over rival, Urbana.

The move to the GWOC 
American North Division is a 
big one.

“We’ve talked a lot about the 
GWOC,” Visser said. “Talked 
about stepping it up. We know 
it’s a challenge in meeting the 
athleticism and working hard 
in the weight room to be fast 
and physical. Being in the CBC 
and being in the GWOC is 
an uphill climb, but it’s more 
exposure for our kids and bet-
ter travel. It’s a good move for 
us, and I think it’s the toughest 
challenge for our football and 
basketball programs.”

Tippecanoe graduated its 
top fi ve scorers from last sea-
son, but the Devils return four 
seniors this year — Aaron 
Hughes, Zach Bonifas, Adam 
Grieshop and Quenten Wil-
liams.

“Aaron was the quarterback 
of the football team, and he’s 
the guy that the kids look up to 
as a leader,” Visser said. “He 
was our most valuable defen-
sive player last year, as voted 
on by the guys. He brings a lot 
to the table with his ability to 
play defense, his athleticism 
and ability to rebound and his 
leadership qualities.

“Zach is a 5-foot-10 point 
guard, split time with (Jakob) 
Prall last year. He was voted 
the most improved player by 
the team. He’s a quiet leader, 
but he’s a good one. Adam is 
a forward that played a lot of 
minutes last year. Quenten is 
a guard that’ll be stepping into 
a big role. Didn’t play tons of 
varsity last year, but he’s a kid 
that’s an expected starter and 

senior leader for us.”
The Devils also have a host 

of other players that will add 
depth to the roster, including 
Caiden Smith, Cade Gingerich, 
Josh Wildermuth, Noah Bled-
soe and Tyler Skaggs.

“Caiden is a junior 6-1 
guard, played soccer and was 
kicker for the football team,” 
Visser said. “He’s going to play 
some point guard with Bonifas 
and carry that load. Cade is a 
6-2 forward, and he and Aaron 
Hughes will play similar roles 
at the forward spot. Josh, 
whose older brother Zach 
graduated last year, is a 6-4 
guard-forward who I think is 
going to be a good player.

“Noah’s probably our only 
true center, big kid, defi nitely 
give us time in the post. Tyler 
is a 6-2 forward. We’ve got a 
good junior class, to be honest. 
We don’t have a lot of size or 
depth, but we’re going to have 
some athleticism.”

And they’re going to need it, 
playing in a division with the 
likes of Troy, Sidney, Green-
ville, Piqua and Butler.

“Last year, I was a fi rst-year 
coach in the CBC, and a lot of 
it was new,” Visser said. “This 
year, a lot of it’s going to be 
new again. They schedule 15 
games, we get seven, so a lot 
of our opponents are going 
to be new for us. We’re fairly 
familiar with Troy, Piqua and 
Butler, but teams like Green-
ville and Sidney and all the 
crossovers minus Stebbins are 
going to be new for the kids.”

Tippecanoe built its success 
last year on team play and 
strong defense, and this year 
should continue that.

“I’m most excited about this 

group because there’s really no 
ego. There’s a solid team chem-
istry,” Visser said. “There’s 
nobody that has to score 20 a 
night or get their shots. I think 
this group is similar to last 
year in that — they’re willing 
to play gritty, they’re willing to 
play hard. They don’t care who 
is ‘the guy.’ They just want to 
win.

“Our goal is to win the 
GWOC North. It’s never going 
to change. We divide it into 
two seasons — that’s our 
regular season goal, and to 

win any conference champion-
ship, you’ve got to be the most 
consistent all year. We want to 
win the North, and we want to 
play at UD Arena. We want to 
win our sectional, and I think 
our schedule will prepare us 
for that. This is our hardest 
schedule ever, no question. 
We’ve got our work cut out for 
us, and our kids get that.”

After all, they already know 
how to win.

Contact Josh Brown at (937) 552-2132, 
or follow @TroyDailySports on Twitter.

Tipp boys ready for move to GWOC

Josh Brown/Troy Daily News file
Tippecanoe’s Aaron Hughes looks for room against a double team last season.

By Josh Brown
jbrown@civitasmedia.com

TIPP CITY — Last 
year’s Tippecanoe senior 
class guided the Red 
Devil girls basketball 
team to a second con-
secutive regional fi nal 
appearance last season.

As the Devils move 
into the Greater Western 
Ohio Conference this sea-
son, though, they have 
a lot of holes in their 
lineup to fi ll. And as 
coach Andy Holderman 
enters his second season 
with the team, he’s wait-
ing to see which of his 
young players steps up to 
claim those roster spots 
as their own.

“We’ve only got two 
starters returning, so 
obviously there’s posi-
tions to be had,” Holder-
man said. “But our JV 
squad went 21-1 last 
season I believe, so what 
we’re lacking is varsity 
experience at this point. 
So we’re trying to fi gure 
out where we’re at, who’s 
going to be able to step 
up for us and see what 
happens.”

Tippecanoe fi nished 
22-6 last season, fi nish-
ing tied for second with 
Kenton Ridge in the Cen-
tral Buckeye Conference 
Kenton Trail Division at 
7-3 behind 9-1 Tecumseh. 
And while the Devils 

went 3-0 against teams in 
their new GWOC Ameri-
can North Division, with 
wins over Butler and 
Troy in the regular sea-
son and Greenville in the 
postseason, Holderman 
knows that the GWOC 
will present a big chal-
lenge.

“We’re going to have 
to get used to the physi-
cality of the GWOC,” 
Holderman said. “That’s 
just something that is 
the nature of the beast. 
We’re going to have to 
continue to get better in 
that aspect. We’re hoping 
that we can fi nd some 
people to step up, do 
what we can in our fi rst 
year in the GWOC and 
see where we’re at.”

Helping to ease the 
transition, though, is 
the fact that the Devils 
return two of their lead-
ing scorers in junior 
Allison Mader and senior 
Taylor Prall.

Mader was the team’s 
leading scorer with 11.9 
points per game, add-
ing 3.4 rebounds, 2.9 
steals and 2.4 assists per 
game to those totals. She 
picked up her play after 
the team’s senior leader 
Carly Clodfelter went 
down with a season-
ending injury only fi ve 
games into the season 
and took on a leadership 
role.

Prall, a senior post that 
can hit from the outside, 
averaged 8.1 points — 
fourth on the team — 2.1 
rebounds, 1.8 steals and 
1.9 assists per game. Her 
big game came in the dis-
trict fi nal against heav-
ily-favored Mariemont, 
where she hit four 3s and 
scored 19 points to help 
the Devils advance to the 
regional tournament.

New to the Devils is 
Chloe Schretzman, a 
6-foot-1 move-in from 
Pennsylvania — but her 
family is no stranger to 
Ohio, or even GWOC 
sports. Older sister Oliv-
ia played for Springboro 
High School in the early 
2010s before graduating 
and going to West Point.

Another returning 
Red Devil is junior Cali 
Stewart, who missed 
most of last season with 
an injury. She played as a 
freshman, played later in 
the tournament run last 
season and is working 
her way back to 100 per-
cent. And beyond that, 
there’s plenty of competi-
tion for playing time.

“We have a host of JV 
players from last year 
that have done a good 
job, but we’re trying to 
fi nd out who we are at 
this point,” Holderman 
said. “Obviously, there 
are a lot of spots to be 
earned, and that’s been 

nice, having that compe-
tition in practice. They 
do (know how to win), 
but it’s a whole different 
level. Varsity experience 
we don’t have, but it is 
promising. It’s something 
we can build on.

“At this point now, we 
have positions are avail-
able. We’re just waiting 
for people to step up and 

take those positions.”
And with that level of 

uncertainty entering the 
season, solid goals will 
have to wait.

“We want to get better 
each game so that we’ll 
be as good as we can be 
come tournament time,” 
Holderman said. “We 
obviously also want to 
compete for a GWOC 

North championship. 
Those are traditional 
goals, but moving into a 
new league, we have to 
see where we’re at. We 
expect good things out 
of our players, but again, 
we’re kind of untested. 
We’re in uncharted 
waters with a new sched-
ule and league, and with 
the loss of eight seniors, 
we’re kind of trying to 
fi nd our identity again.”

Being familiar with 
the competition in the 
American North, though, 
is a boon for the team.

“It is a big help,” 
Holderman said. “On 
the North side, we have 
Butler, Troy, Greenville 
we played in the tourna-
ment, Piqua. Troy’s got 
a new coach, though, 
everyone’s got new 
players that are gaining 
experience themselves, 
so the teams that are able 
to make the adjustments 
and have girls step up in 
key situations are going 
to be the ones that are 
successful.

“We’re excited. The fun 
part of this year is going 
to be fi guring out who’s 
going to be the people 
that step up. Everyone’s 
got opportunity. There’s 
no set lineups. All spots 
are going to be earned.”

Contact Josh Brown at 
(937) 552-2132, or follow @
TroyDailySports on Twitter.

Lineup spots up for grabs for Devils

Anthony Weber/Troy Daily News file
Tippecanoe’s Allison Mader goes for a rebound during a 
tournament game last season.

TIPP CITY

got on varsity, and I like 
our depth on JV. It’s a 
good thing to have.

“It’s tough to play 12 
kids. Role-playing plays 
a big part in it. We’re 
going to play at a tempo 
that we like and where 
we can use our athletes. 
Hopefully it’s a tempo 
they enjoy and have fun 
with.”

And even though 
Bremigan just had his 
fi rst season in the Great-

er Western Ohio Confer-
ence, the landscape has 
already changed. Gone 
from the new American 
North Division is Trot-
wood, and in is Tippe-
canoe, with traditional 
rivals Piqua, Sidney, But-
ler and Greenville still to 
contend with.

“It’s a good basketball 
division,” Bremigan said. 
“Tipp’s got a strong bas-
ketball tradition, and it’s 
going to be a lot of fun. 
I don’t think anybody’s 
really weak this year. Sid-
ney has quite a bit com-
ing back, and Greenville’s 
got quite a few starters 

back even though they 
lost Clay Guillozet. I 
think it’s going to be 
competitive, and I like 
that we play everybody 
twice. I think that gives 
you a true champion in 
the division.”

Heading into the sea-
son, though, there’s still 
plenty of work for Troy 
to do.

“Right now, we’re still 
getting a grasp on what 
we have,” Bremigan said. 
“I’m just really looking 
for us to play hard all the 
time and compete against 
the guy across from you. 
That’s what we’re stress-

ing in practice, whether 
it’s every night in prac-
tice or in a game, and 
we’ll go from there.

“Defi nitely a goal for 
us is to win more games 
than the year before. 
When you’re building 
a program, that’s what 
you want to do. And our 
main goal is to win the 
GWOC North. That’s 
always the primary goal 
— that’s never going to 
change. I don’t have fi ve 
defi nite players and then 
it drops off — I have 
10, 11, 12 guys that are 
going to come in there 
and bang heads. That’s 

a good problem to have. 
We may have gotten a 
late start, but the kids 
are working hard and 
picking up what we’re 
doing.”

Contact Josh Brown at 
(937) 552-2132, or follow 
@TroyDailySports on 
Twitter.From page 2

Troy
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in school history. Bailey 
Miller is another return-
ing starter we are expect-
ing big things from this 
season.”

Juniors Anna Jacomet 
and Kaitlyn Mack both 
will play at the wings for 
the Vikings.

“We’ve got a lot of dif-
ferent girls who can play 
wings for us,” Vanover 
said. “Jacomet and Mack 
are two kids who will 
contribute for us this 
year.”

Sophomores Amber 
Kinnison — who played 
varsity last season — and 
Savannah Nehring both 
will play in the post this 
season, while fellow 
sophomore Maria Staton 
will play guard.

“Amber Kinnison is 
ready to rock and roll,” 
Vanover said. “She’s a kid 
who plays bigger than 

she really is. She’s only 
5-foot-9, but she doesn’t 
play like it. Savannah 
Nehring is a big, strong, 
physical player. Maria 
Staton is an excellent 
defender. She gets her 
hands on a lot of balls.”

A pair of freshmen, 
Gabrielle Hawkins and 
Camryn Miller, round out 
the varsity roster.

“Camryn Miller will 
see substantial time 
this year,” Vanover said. 
“Gabrielle Hawkins is a 
point guard with great 
handles. I know a lot of 
people are going to look 
at our roster and only 
see two seniors and think 
we are an inexperienced 
team — but we really 
aren’t. We’ve got a lot of 
varsity experience. We 
are young, but we aren’t 
inexperienced at all.”

The Vikings also have 

a number of players fresh 
off the school’s recent 
Division III state volley-
ball championship.

“We just got the varsity 
players in for practice,” 
Vanover said. “A lot of 
people ask me if that’s a 
problem, having so many 
volleyball players on the 
team. Heck no; they just 
won a state title. They 
are going to be mentally 

prepared, because play-
ing for a state title is 
about the most pressure 
you can get. I wish all of 
our girls sports teams at 
Miami East could play 
for a state title.”

Which would mean 
gold medals for everyone.

Contact David Fong at dfong@
civitasmedia.com; follow him on 
Twitter @thefong
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CASSTOWN — Preseason 
basketball picture days tend 
to be a pretty mundane affair, 
particularly for a coach such 
as Allen Mack, who has been 
around for more than two 
decades.

This year, however, picture 
day at Miami East was unlike 
any Mack had seen in his 
career.

“When they called for our 
returning lettermen to get 
their picture taken for the pro-
gram this year, it turned out 
we only had one letterman,” 
the Miami East boys basketball 
coach said. “I don’t know that 
something like that has ever 
happened before.”

Miami East graduating six 
seniors — including career 
1,000-point scorer Damien 
Mackesy and single-season 
3-point record holder Brandon 
Mack — off a team that had 
back-to-back 20-win seasons 
and went to the Division III 
district title game three years 
in a row.

While nearly every face — 
save for senior Logan West 
— on the varsity roster has 
changed, however, expecta-
tions around Casstown have 
not.

“Obviously we lost a lot of 
talent; we are starting fresh,” 
Mack said. “But we have a lot 
of players who are excited and 
anxious about pursuing their 
own hoop dreams. It’s refresh-
ing how excited these kids 
are. Obviously this year’s team 
will have a different type of 
feel and look to it, but the kids 

are excited about getting their 
opportunities on varsity.”

The 6-foot-5 West returns in 
the post for the Vikings this 
season.

“He is a three-year letterwin-
ner and has been a key part 

of our success the past few 
years, especially last year,” 
Mack said. “He’s a dominant 
post player. He’s got good post 
moves, he’s a good rebounder 
and he protects the basket. 
He’s the type of player you can 

build around.”
He’ll be joined by Cam 

Coomes as the only two 
seniors on East’s roster.

“Cam is very athletic, and 
he’s a fi nisher,” Mack said. 
“He’s also worked really hard 
on his outside shot.”

Mack said juniors Austin 
Rutledge and Austin Kearns 
should fi gure heavily into 
East’s starting rotation, as 
well.

“Austin Rutledge got a lot of 
good experience in JV games 
last year,” he said. “From what 
we’ve seen the fi rst couple 
of weeks of practice, he’s got 
good length for a guard that 
we can use to our advantage. 
He’ll play the point primar-
ily and is also a good outside 
shooter. Austin Kearns has 
been practicing hard every day 
and is ready to go. He’s a solid, 
physical power forward.”

From there, Mack said 
plenty of playing time will 
be up for grabs — much of it 
by players who already have 
established names for them-
selves in other sports. He is 
hoping players such as sopho-
more Justin Brown, junior 
Dalton Taynor, sophomore Ian 
Gengler and sophomore Colt 
Frazier can translate success 
in other sports onto the hard-
wood.

“We’ve got some outstand-
ing young athletes who have 
had a lot of success in other 
sports,” Mack said. “Justin 
Brown is a very athletic foot-
ball player and is on the track 
team. Dalton Taynor I believe 
set records for the soccer team 
this fall. Ian Gengler was the 
quarterback on the football 
team this fall. Colt Frazier is 

an excellent shooter who has 
had success with the football 
and track teams.”

Juniors Dylan Hahn and Jack 
Runner, along with sopho-
mores Parker Heim and Will 
Hudson II all will be called 
upon to play roles for the team 
this season, as well.

“Dylan Hahn is competing 
for a wing spot and will be our 
back-up point guard, as well,” 
Mack said. “Jack Runner is 
a very physical post player. 
Parker Heim shoots well and 
handles the ball well. Will Hud-
son II is like a jack-of-all-trades 
for us. He can player a number 
of positions.”

Despite his team’s obviously 
lack of experience, Mack said 
he’s looking forward to the 
start of the season.

“A lot of these guys were 
very successful at the junior 
varsity level,” Mack said. “Our 
JV team went 17-5 last year. 
Also, with our varsity team 
winning 21 games last year, 
we were able to get a lot of 
these guys playing time in the 
fourth quarters of games — 
sometimes they were able to 
play the entire fourth quarter. 
We do have guys with varsity 
experience, just not enough to 
letter last year.

“We’ll be looking to get the 
other guys varsity experience, 
particularly in our early games 
to try to build their confi dence 
before we get into the latter 
part of the season. We’ve got 
guys with a desire to play 
the game. We want them to 
embrace that.”

Contact David Fong at dfong@
civitasmedia.com; follow him on Twitter 
@thefong

Miami East short on experience, not dreams

Mike Ullery | Civitas Media file
Logan West is the lone returning varsity letter winner for Miami East this season.

By David Fong
dfong@civitasmedia.com

CASSTOWN — Silver 
medals are nice, but 
Bruce Vanover wouldn’t 
mind a change in hue 
this season.

“We lost in the section-
al fi nals to Versailles my 
fi rst year here, then lost 
to Bethel-Tate in the dis-
trict fi nals last season,” 
the third-year Miami 
East girls basketball 
coach said. “That was my 
third district runner-up 
fi nish — two as the boys 
coach at Lehman and one 
here. I’d like to see what 
that gold medal feels 
like.”

It would certainly seem 
as if the Vikings have 
the potential to be in the 
hunt to do just that.

“I like the fact that 
we are returning a lot of 
players from last year’s 
team,” Vanover said. 
“This should help us 
continue to reach new 
heights as a program. 
We are returning a lot of 
experience and have a 
great abundance of youth 
in the mix, as well. This 
group of girls has put in 
a lot of time and hard 
work in the offseason, 
and because of this com-
mitment we have a great 
amount of talent and 
depth at every position.

“We are also blessed 
to have great leadership 
on this year’s team, and 
it all starts with our two 
seniors: Emily Hawkins 
and Sage Hunley. They 
are doing a great job of 
pulling this team togeth-
er in an effort to make 
this another successful 

season for us.”
In addition to Hawkins 

and Hunley, the Vikings 
also return three starters 
from last season in soph-
omore point guard Mor-
gan Haney, junior center 
Haley Howard and junior 
guard Bailey Miller.

Both Haney and How-
ard recorded a number 
of milestones for the 
Vikings last season.

Haney set the school 
single-season record for 
fi eld goals with 164 as 
she recorded 412 points, 
the fourth-highest single-
season total in school 
history. She recorded 
136 assists on the sea-
son, putting her third 
in school history, and 
recorded 46 3-point-
ers, making her sixth in 
school history.

Howard set the single-
season school record 
with 253 rebounds. 
She also recorded 22 
rebounds in a single 
game, the second-highest 
total in school history. 
She also blocked 67 shots 
(a single-season school 
record) and currently has 
92 career blocks, putting 
her second in school his-
tory. She blocked fi ve 
shots in a game three 
times, the second-highest 
total in school history. 
She fi nished the season 
with 136 2-point fi eld 
goals (fourth in school 
history) and had 13 in a 
single game (also fourth 
in school history).

“Obviously Haney and 
Howard are both great 
players,” Vanover said. 
“They are putting them-
selves in position to be 
mentioned with some 
of the greatest players 

Vikings looking to take next step this year

Anthony Weber | Troy Daily News file
Miami East’s Morgan Haney puts up a shot for the Vikings last 
season.

Mike Ullery | Civitas Media file
Miami East’s Haley Howard pulls down a rebound last season.

Anthony Weber | Troy Daily News file
Miami East’s Amber Kinnison (right) looks to put up a shot last 
season.

MIAMI EAST



Friday, December 2, 2016     5Troy Daily News WINTER SPORTS PREVIEW

in scoring as a freshman 
last season. She’s a young 
lady who truly loves to 
compete. She gets our 
defense going, too — she 
wants to lock down and 
play good solid defense 
on every possession. She 
can not only knock down 
shots from the outside, 
but also isn’t afraid to 
take it off the dribble.”

Bri Stone, Olivia 
Brown and Beyonce 
Bobbitt also return this 
season. Stone is a 6-0 
senior center, Bobbitt a 
junior guard-forward and 
Brown a 5-11 sophomore 
forward.

“Olivia was a swing 
player for us last season. 
She has solidifi ed herself 
as one of our key post 
players in the preseason. 
She has solid post moves 
and is working every day 
to continue to improve 
her defensive abilities,” 
Roose said. “Bri’s athleti-
cism continues to blos-
som in the preseason, 
and she has done some 
impressive things for us 
so far this year in both 

practices and scrim-
mages. And Beyonce has 
explosive speed that can 
be problematic for other 
teams. When she’s in the 
game, you know she’s giv-
ing her all.”

The Bulldogs know 
that, even with all the 
returning experience and 
talent, the road to the 
SWBL Buckeye title will 
be a tough one.

“Our league is going 
to be very competitive 
between three, probably 
four, teams,” Roose said. 
“Waynesville and Madi-
son tied for the league 
title last year. I would say 
those teams, along with 
us and possibly Preble 
Shawnee could compete 
for the title.

“Like I said, it is a very 
competitive year in the 
top half of the Buckeye 
Division of the SWBL, 
so I think each of the top 
teams will control their 
own destiny.”

Contact Josh Brown at 
(937) 552-2132, or follow @
TroyDailySports on Twitter.
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WEST MILTON — Mike 
Piatt knows a little something 
about taking over a struggling 
team.

He also knows how to coach 
winners.

Between taking over a 2-10 
Tippecanoe team in the middle 
of the 2014-15 season, and then 
his successful experience as 
long-time Lehman head coach 
and as an assistant at Chami-
nade Julienne last year, the new 
Milton-Union boys basketball 
coach has seen a little of every-
thing. He will need to lean on 
all of those experiences, too, as 
he takes over a Bulldog program 
that lost its fi rst 11 games last 
season and ended up going 3-20.

After the Milton-Union foot-
ball team reached the regional 
semifi nals in football season, 
though, Piatt had to wait to 
get a lot of his players onto the 
court.

“We’re going to be better than 
3-20, I can tell you that,” Piatt 
said. “They went through a 
rough year last year. But we’ve 
got a lot of question marks, 
obviously. I’m new, they gradu-
ated kids, and I have not had 
one day yet where I’ve had my 
entire team together at one 
time. I’m not using that as an 
excuse — we’ll be ready to go, 
we’ll manage.

“We’re going to play the way 
my teams have always played — 
where going to guard and take 
care of the basketball.”

And though the Bulldogs 
did graduate a hefty amount of 
seniors in the offseason, includ-
ing the team’s top two scorers 
and three of its top fi ve, the 
team does have some experience 
and some punch coming back.

Zach Vagedes and Blake 
Smith are the Bulldogs’ return-
ing senior captains. Smith was 
third on the team in scoring 
with 5.5 points per game last 
year, while Vagedes primar-
ily came off the bench and 
will see an expanded role this 
season. Also back are juniors 
Daniel Albaugh (4.0 points, 3.5 
rebounds per game) and Blake 
Ullery (3.7 points, 2.6 rebounds 
per game).

“Blake (Smith) did not come 
off the football fi eld during the 

fall. He’s a tough kid, but being 
in football shape and basketball 
shape are two different things. 
And Zach, who played quarter-
back, will be more of an inside 
player, while Blake is more on 
the perimeter,” Piatt said. “The 
other returning starter is Dan-
iel, who started every game as a 
sophomore. And Blake (Ullery) 
started probably 15 of the 23 
games as a sophomore, he’s a 
6-foot-4 junior.”

Another returner is sopho-
more William Morris, who saw 
limited minutes last season but 
will play the point this year. And 
beyond that, Piatt will fi nd out 
as he gets to know the team.

“William’s got a chance to be 
a really good player,” Piatt said. 
“We’re counting on him a lot for 
the next three years, but he can 
handle it. He did not look like a 
sophomore on the football fi eld 
in the fall, and he plays with a 

lot of confi dence. We’re getting 
there. We’re only going to have 
three seniors, so we’ll be a very 
young team. But I feel good 
looking forward.”

The Bulldogs will also have to 
learn Piatt’s system, which will 
involve some different things 
than they’re used to.

“We would like to run, obvi-
ously. Everyone says that, 
but we have to be disciplined 
enough to play both ways,” Piatt 
said. “We want to dictate the 
tempo — but defensively will be 
the big change. We will pressure 
the basketball. Not just full-
court pressure necessarily, but 
in the half court, too. We want 
pressure on the ball. Offensively, 
if we can run, we’d like to. But 
I don’t want to run and turn it 
over, either. We’re getting there. 
We’re going to create our own 
identity there.”

The Southwestern Buckeye 

League Buckeye Division will 
have a much different look in 
general this season, too.

“The league is interesting. 
Northridge has dominated the 
league the last two years, but 
they graduated every player,” 
Piatt said. “They return the least 
amount of points of any team in 
the league. I think Carlisle will 
be good, as they return the most 
points, and beyond that I think 
it’ll be pretty darn balanced. 
I think it gives us a chance 
— there’s a lot of opportunity 
there.”

But when it comes down to 
it, Piatt knows what every team 
should aim for.

“Our goals are the same every 
year: we want to win all of our 
home games, we want to win 
the league and we want to play 
in a district championship,” 
Piatt said. “That’s what we’re 
working towards every year. I’ve 
set those goals with all of my 
teams, and I want them thinking 
that way.”

“I’m very happy to be at 
Milton-Union. Our kids are 
great. We’ve got great kids and 

the community has been unbe-
lievable. We have a lot of sup-
port, and there’s no reason we 
shouldn’t have a very successful 
season. I do think we’ll be a 
pretty good team, and we’ll be 
much better by the second half 
of the season.”

Contact Josh Brown at (937) 552-2132, or 
follow @TroyDailySports on Twitter.

Piatt takes over at Milton-Union

Photos by Anthony Weber/Troy Daily News file
Milton-Union’s Blake Smith looks to pass during a game last season.

Milton-Union’s William Morris drives past a defender during a game last season.

Milton-Union’s Blake Ullery grabs a 
rebound last season.

By Josh Brown
jbrown@civitasmedia.com

WEST MILTON — 
After years of struggling, 
the Milton-Union girls 
basketball team fl ipped 
its fortunes last season, 
posting a winning record 
and fi nishing third in the 
Southwestern Buckeye 
League Buckeye Division.

Now the Bulldogs will 
look to take the next 
step under coach Katie 
Roose — winning in the 
postseason.

Last year the Bull-
dogs went 15-8, literally 
reversing their record 
from the season before 
before losing to North-
eastern by 11 in the fi rst 
round of the tournament. 
In 2012-13, the year 
before Roose took over, 
Milton-Union fi nished a 
2-20 season, going 8-12 
in her fi rst year and then 
8-15 in 2014-15 before 
turning things around 
last year, fi nishing behind 
SWBL Buckeye co-
champions Waynesville 
and Madison with an 8-4 
division record.

“Every year, we want 
to put ourselves in a 
position to contend for a 
league title,” said Roose 
as she enters her fourth 
year with the team. “Our 
league is very competi-
tive once again this year, 
but we’re hopeful that 
we have the right mix of 
athletes this year to get 
it done. We have also set 
a goal to advance in post-
season play.”

And that mix of ath-
letes begins with a senior 
post, a senior forward 
and a sophomore point 
guard.

Taylor Jacobs returns 
for her second season as 
a team captain and does 
a bit of everything from 
the forward position for 
the Bulldogs. She brings 
back an average of 8.3 
points, 6.8 rebounds, 2.0 
assists, 1.8 steals and 
1.7 blocks per game. Liz 
Renner, a 6-foot-2 center, 
averaged 6.9 points, 6.4 
rebounds and 3.0 blocks 
per game.

And point guard Kris-
ten Dickison averaged 
8.3 points — tied with 
Jacobs as the returning 
leading scorer — 2.5 
assists, 4.3 rebounds and 
2.0 steals as a freshman 
last season.

“Taylor is very athletic 
and prides herself on 
not being afraid to work 
hard and pushing her 
teammates each day. She 
transitioned well into 
becoming a post player 
for us last season, but 
with our size this year, 
she is spending time 
both inside and out-
side,” Roose said. “Liz 
continues to be a huge 
defensive presence for us 
inside the paint. She is a 
good defensive commu-
nicator and is able to get 
her hands on lots of shots 
and passes. We hope she 
will be able to not only 
defend but also be an 
offensive presence inside.

“Kristen led our team 

Bulldogs shooting for SWBL Buckeye title

Josh Brown/Troy Daily News file
Milton-Union’s Taylor Jacobs brings the ball up the floor last 
season.

MILTON-UNION
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are all pretty interchange-
able. We feel comfortable 
with any of them playing 
either guard position. We 
are very stable back there 
and feel like we can really 
hold our own.”

Also returning for the 
Bees is 6-foot-1 junior 
Alaina Hawthorn, who 
Mays said has the poten-
tial to continue to develop 
into one of the top players 
in the Cross County Con-
ference.

“She can play pretty 
much anywhere she 

wants,” Mays said. “She’s 
that good an athlete. We 
expect a lot of good things 
out of her this year. She 
can be a star for us.”

Senior Sarah Swisher, 
sophomore Claudia Low-
ery and junior Delaney 
Hardert round out the 
nucleus of the varsity ros-
ter, Mays said.

“Sarah Swisher is a nice 
player,” he said. “Claudia 
Lowery can bring the 
ball up the fl oor and is 
about 6-foot-1. If I had 
to give a most improved 

player award, it would go 
to Delaney Hardert. She 
played all June in a sum-
mer league and has really 
been working hard on her 
game.”

All told, Mays said he 
like the direction in which 
not only his team, but his 
entire program, is headed.

“It should be a fun sea-
son for us,” he said. “A lot 
of teams at schools our 

size don’t have JV pro-
grams. We have 26 girls 
playing at the high school 
level, including seven 
freshmen. We’ll have a full 
JV roster. Plus we’ve got 
a strong junior high pro-
gram. There’s some real 
potential down there.”

Contact David Fong at dfong@
civitasmedia.com; follow him on 
Twitter @thefong40938934
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BRANDT — When 
Mark Mays took over the 
Bethel girls basketball 
program a few years ago, 
some people, quite frankly, 
wondered what on Earth 
he was thinking.

“Oh yeah,” Mays said. 
“A lot of people thought I 
was crazy. But I knew we 
had athletes here … it was 
just a matter of making 
them into basketball play-
ers.”

It’s working.
After posting back-to-

back 2-21 seasons in the 
two years prior to Mays’ 
arrival, the Bees went 4-19 
two years ago and then 
a respectable 10-13 last 
season. Mays said his plan 
is working and hopes the 
Bees can take the next 
step and post a winning 
record this season.

“We are defi nitely 
headed in the right direc-
tion,” Mays said. “The big 
thing I’ve noticed is that 

we don’t have to spend as 
much time working on the 
skill stuff as when I fi rst 
got here. When I fi rst got 
here, we’d have to spend 
almost all of our time in 
practices just working on 
basic skills. They’ve got 
those skills now.

“Now we are working 
on more things that will 
give us a competitive 
edge. We still aren’t where 
we want to be yet, but to 
be honest, we are ahead of 
schedule. We’ve basically 
had to re-map the entire 
program since I fi rst got 
here, but the kids have 
really been working hard.”

The Bees return a trio 
of seniors in the backcourt 
in Kayla Grable and twins 
Emily and Morgan Crase. 
Grace Anthony also will 
see some time in the 
backcourt. Mays said all 
four of those players are 
capable of playing either 
guard position.

“We’ve got a lot of depth 
back there,” Mays said. 
“For the most part, they 

Bethel girls look to continue building on success

Alaina Hawthorn controls the ball for Bethel during a game last 
season.

Photos by Josh Brown | Troy Daily News file
Emily Crase makes a pass for Bethel during a game last season.

By David Fong
dfong@civitsamedia.com

BRANDT — Brett Kopp is 
hoping an early investment 
that could see some losses 
early will pay dividends later 
when it counts the most.

Last season, the second-
year Bethel boys basketball 
coach saw his team fall to an 
incredibly athletic Purcell Mar-
ian team in the Division III 
district fi nals. With that loss 
stinging his memory during 
the offseason, Kopp made the 
decision to beef up the Bees’ 
non-conference schedule, 
including the addition of sev-
eral Division I schools.

“We want to win the league, 
and we want to do well in the 
tournament,” Kopp said. “I’m 
not going to worry if we take 
some non-league losses if they 
help us in the tournament. 
When you get to a certain 
point in the tournament and 
start seeing those Cincinnati 
schools like a Purcell Marian 
or a Summit Country Day or a 
Roger Bacon, they are all long 
and athletic. We need to get 
used to playing those types of 
teams.”

And Kopp sees no reason 
why his team shouldn’t be see-
ing that caliber of play in the 
tournament every year.

“That’s what I want our cul-
ture to be,” he said. “I think 
we should always get to the 
district fi nal every year and 
then go from there. There’s no 
reason why we shouldn’t win 
our sectional every year.”

Certainly, the Bees would 
appear, on paper at least, to 
have the talent to make anoth-
er deep tournament run.

Leading the way for the 
Bees will be junior point guard 
Caleb South, who enters the 
season having already scored 
997 career points in his fi rst 
two seasons.

“The best thing about Caleb 
is that he works year-round, 
every single day to get better,” 
Kopp said. “Our school has 
had big-time success in the 
past at the point guard posi-
tion, and he’s striving to get to 
that level.”

At shooting guard, Kopp has 
a trio of options that includes 
senior Nathan Rimkus, junior 
Ryan Rose and sophomore 
Kendal James.

“All 
three can shoot the ball, which 
is what you want out of your 
two-guard,” Kopp said. “They 
can also handle the ball and 
they can defend, too. We have 

a lot of options at that posi-
tion. All three guys have good 
attitudes and are putting the 
team fi rst.”

Returning at small forward 
for the Bees is senior co-cap-

tain Tyler Terry, a three-year 
letter winner. Seniors Jesse 
Nickell and Alex Allen also 
could see time at that spot.

“Tyler Terry is one of the 
more athletic kids in our con-
ference,” Kopp said. “He’s also 
a team leader. Jesse Nickell 
scored 40 points in a junior 
varsity game last year, so he’s 
a scorer. Alex Allen will be in 
the mix at that spot, too.”

At the power forward will be 
senior co-captain Ian Ander-
son. Junior Daniel Hagen and 
junior Korry Hamlin should 
also fi gure into the mix there, 
as well.

“Ian Anderson is a kid who 
does everything well,” Kopp 
said. “He can shoot, he can 
defend, he can handle the ball 
and he’s a good leader. He’s a 
fun kid to coach. Daniel Hagen 
and Korry Hamlin can play 
that spot, too.”

In the post will be junior 
Jacob Evans, senior Christian 
White and 6-foot-7 junior Alex 
Van Haaren.

“We don’t have a lot of size 
— a lot of times it will be like 
we are playing fi ve guards,” 
Kopp said. “We want to get up 
and down the fl oor. But in the 
post, we have guys we trust at 
that position. Jacob is a guy 
who does what needs to be 
done and is going to give you 
everything he’s got. Christian 
White plays with a lot of tenac-
ity. Van Haaren is one of the 
guys who can provide us with 
some size.”

All told, Kopp likes his 
teams chances this season.

“I think with the talent we 
had last year, we did about as 
well as was expected, maybe 
a little better because I was 
a fi rst-year coach,” he said. 
“Sometimes it takes awhile for 
the players to get to know the 
coach and the system. I think 
this year, we are hoping to take 
things to the next level.”

Contact David Fong at dfong@
civitasmedia.com; follow him on Twitter 
@thefong

Bees look to take things to next level

Photos by Anthony Weber | Troy Daily News file
Bethel’s Caleb South (left) enters the season needing just three points to reach 
the 1,000-point mark for his career.

Three-year 
varsity 

letter 
winner 

and team 
co-captain 
Tyler Terry 
returns for 
Bethel this 

season.

Bethel’s Jacob Evans (left) and Christian White (right) play tenacious defense 
during a game last season.

BETHEL
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TROY — Tony Ferraro’s 
Troy Christian girls team 
isn’t big on predictors.

“In the preseason, I 
think we’re picked in the 
middle of the pack in the 
Metro Buckeye Confer-
ence,” the fi rst-year Troy 
Christian girls coach 
said. “But our girls don’t 
believe in that. Our girls 
believe you go out and you 
compete every night, and 
we’re aiming for a league 
title.”

Last season, the Eagles 
fi nished third in the MBC 
with a 5-5 record and 
were 14-8 overall, their 
fourth straight season 
with at least 14 victories 
under former coach Dick 
Steineman. This year, 
Ferraro — who is also 
Troy Christian’s baseball 
coach — takes over the 
girls basketball team after 
coaching at Brookville for 
the past fi ve years and at 
Wayne for the 20 seasons 
before that.

The team dealt with 
plenty of injuries last 
season along the way, as 
well as the departure one 
of their leading scorers 
early in the season. And 
while they’re handling 
some sicknesses early on, 
they’re ready to get the 
season underway.

“As a group, they’re 
working very, very hard,” 
Ferraro said. “We’re try-
ing to get through some 
injuries and illnesses 
right now. We’ve had a 
great number of them — 
they’ve affected half of our 
girls, but we’re trying to 

wind back up into shape. 
The kids are doing a real 
nice job of catching onto 
my system, and I really 
believe that everything is 
heading forward now.”

And that system 
involves being active and 
aggressive.

“We’ll put a lot of pres-
sure on the ball defensive-
ly,” Ferraro said. “We run 
a transition offense, and 
in our half-court we run a 
number of sets to get the 
ball inside so we can play 
inside-out. If we get our 
big people involved, that 
just opens up shots for our 
shooters on the perimeter. 
That’s been very effective 
for us in the preseason.”

Those post players 
include the Eagles’ two 
leading scorers last sea-
son, senior Hailey Peters 
and junior Kathryn Lee, 
along with a freshman in 
Sarah Earhart.

“Hailey is a returning 
all-league player from last 
year,” Ferraro said. “She 
has real good feet and 
works well around the 
basket, both offensively 
and defensively. Kathryn 
is a top-notch rebounder 
and is really starting to 
make her outside shots. 
Their backup is Sarah, a 
tall freshman who is just 
learning the game, but 
she has a lot of talent and 
potential for the future.”

On the outside, junior 
Lauryn Lavy will move 
from the post to the wing, 
and sophomore Cara 
Salazar will run the point. 
Another returning sopho-
more is Kenley Blake, with 
Jalyn Forrer and Kate 
Echols being new to the 

mix.
“Cara is new to the 

team this year,” Ferraro 
said. “She handles the ball 
extremely well, and not 
only is she passing the 
ball effectively, but she is 
hitting her outside shots. 
Lauryn played the post 
last year, but she’s worked 
on her ballhandling all 
through the offseason and 
is a really good outside 
shooter. Kenley will be 
a starter on the wing 
and is our most athletic 
player. She can go to the 
hoop like nobody’s busi-
ness, and she’s also really 

worked on her outside 
shot — and she’s so good 
on defense, that people 
actually try to stay away 
from her.

“Jalyn may be our best 
defensive perimeter play-
er. She’s working on her 
offensive skills, but she’s 
just a lock-down defender. 
Kate has got a lot of physi-
cal skills and is extremely 
fast.”

And that mix of experi-
ence and youth, inside 
and outside, is exactly 
what the Eagles are hop-
ing to ride to the top of 
the MBC, where they will 

Eagles set sights on MBC title

Photos by Anthony Weber/Troy Daily News file
Troy Christian’s Hailey Peters fights through a Piqua double team 
last season.

Troy Christian’s Lauryn Lavy pulls up for a jumper last season.

By Josh Brown
jbrown@civitasmedia.com

TROY — Last season did not 
go as the Troy Christian boys 
basketball team envisioned.

After seeing their fi ve-year 
Metro Buckeye Conference 
championship reign come to 
an end, though, the Eagles are 
ready to get back to work.

Troy Christian fi nished 
last season 9-14 and was tied 
for second at 7-5 in the MBC 
with Dayton Christian behind 
champion Yellow Springs. The 
season ended with a loss to 
highly-ranked Southeastern in 
the sectional tournament, also 
breaking a lengthy run of dis-
trict fi nal appearances. But with 
eight players returning to the 
lineup this season, the Eagles 
are hoping their experience and 
strength inside can help them 
climb back to the top.

“This year, we’re looking for 
growth in a lot of players,” Troy 
Christian coach Ray Zawadzki 
said. “We’re really excited about 
this year. We have eight guys 
with a lot of game experience. 
We think that we can exceed 
expectations.

“They’re going to be a fun 
group to watch. They play very 
aggressive and hard, and that’s 
the thing that’s going to separate 
them from everyone else — our 
effort level is going to be consis-
tent for 32 minutes. And that’s 
going to be the key to us: can we 
maintain the high level of energy 
throughout the entire contest? 
There will be bumps in the road, 
but it will be how we respond to 
those that’s really going to deter-
mine who this team is.”

And those eight players 
returning consist of fi ve seniors 
and three juniors, as well as the 
Eagles’ leading scorer from a 
year ago.

Junior James Anderson will 
be leaned on heavily by Troy 
Christian this season. As a 
sophomore, he averaged 10.2 
points per game, tops on the 
team, and was second in the 
MBC in rebounding with 6.8 
per game.

“He’s 6-foot-7, was second 
team all-conference last year, 
and we expect this year to be a 

breakout one for him,” Zawadz-
ki said. “He’s got the potential 
to be the Player of the Year in 
the conference. Incredibly high 
upside. The biggest growth that 
we’ve seen is not on the offen-
sive end, but the defensive end 
and the effect he’s having on 
our opponents. In practice, he’s 
really affecting shots, challeng-
ing everything and becoming a 
force on the defensive end, and 
he’s starting to rebound out of 
his space — and that’s huge.

“He’s really grown up, and 
we’re really excited for him and 
what he’s going to be able to do 
this year.”

And the fi ve seniors — Jacob 
Brown, Hayden Hartman, Seth 
Wynne, Peyton Spurlock and 
Sam Kirkpatrick — will add 
even more experience and depth 

to the lineup.
“Jacob, we’re believing the 

success he had on the football 
fi eld will carry over,” Zawadzki 
said. “He has the ability to take 
over a game. He’s athletic, long 
and going to be a tough match-
up for some people. Hayden, 
we’re looking for growth behind 
the arc to stretch out defenses. 
He’s our 3-point specialist. 
Looking for him to go to the 
next level percentage-wise. We 
need him to bring it every night 
this year.

“Seth is a senior point guard, 
third year on varsity. His lead-
ership and ability to have a 
positive assists-to-turnover ratio 
is going to be huge. We need 
him to be a difference maker 
on both ends. Peyton, this will 
be his third year, as well. He 

attacks the tin so hard. He has 
a chance to lead the conference 
in free throws attempted, and 
that’s tough for people to handle 
if you’re being that aggressive. 
Sam is a 6-2 senior, backed up 
the post last year, but we’re 
looking to expand his role and 
move him out to the wing.”

Two more juniors that saw 
time last year are Ben Schenck 
and Colt Tanner, who will also 
see expanded roles this year.

“Ben’s put a lot of work in in 
the offseason,” Zawadzki said. 
“He could be one of the most 
improved players we have. He’s 
been exposed to the speed of 
the game now, and he’s playing 
with a lot of confi dence. And 
Colt, who saw some minutes 
last year, is going to be our emo-
tional leader. He’s going to be 
handling the ball a lot, but his 
biggest asset to us will be as a 
defensive stopper.”

The MBC should be com-
petitive again this season, 
with defending champion Yel-
low Springs making it to the 
regional title game last year. But 
Troy Christian will be more con-
cerned with what’s right in front 
of them than conference titles.

“We got second place last 
season,” Zawadzki said. “We’re 

not focusing on … I’m not tell-
ing the kids what the coaches’ 
vote was in the preseason. We’re 
not going to focus on the confer-
ence championship — we’re just 
going to focus on winning each 
individual game, each individual 
quarter.”

To do that, the Eagles need to 
get back to the basics.

“We have to, as a group, 
improve our 3-point and free 
throw percentage,” Zawadzki 
said. “We were at the bottom 
of the conference in both, and 
those are two critical areas that 
we’ve been working on every 
day in practice. We want to 
make sure everyone gives every-
thing they’ve got to their team-
mates and to the Lord.

“We’re not going to mess 
around — we still want to get 
back to UD Arena and play in 
the district title game. But we’re 
going to focus on playing for 
our teammates, playing for the 
Lord and winning not just the 
game, but each eight-minute 
section of each game. We’re 
going to give everything up for 
each other and see how it all 
plays out.”

Contact Josh Brown at (937) 552-2132, or 
follow @TroyDailySports on Twitter.

Eagle boys look to bounce back

Photos by Anthony Weber/Troy Daily News file
Troy Christian’s James Anderson works in the post during a tournament game 
against Southeastern last season.

Troy 
Christian’s 
Jacob 
Brown 
drives to 
the basket 
last season.

TROY CHRISTIAN

attempt to unseat three-
time defending champion 
Miami Valley.

“We’re aiming for a 
league title. We’re not 
going to back down from 
anybody,” Ferraro said. 
“We’re a very aggressive 
group. Our girls have a 
belief in what we’re trying 

to do. They’ve bought into 
the program, and I don’t 
see any reason why we 
won’t be able to surprise a 
whole lot of people in our 
league.”

Contact Josh Brown at (937) 552-
2132, or follow @TroyDailySports 
on Twitter.
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guard Tatum McBride, the 
team’s second-leading a 
year ago.

“We are going to be 
counting on her to do a lot 
for us, especially early in 
the season as we get kids 
more used to their roles 
and as players get more 
involved,” Fisher said. 
“Right now, we return a 
lot of kids who have been 
role players for the team. 
We are going to need 
them to step up and play 
major parts, not just bit 
parts. Until we get to that 
point, much of the focus of 
our offense is going to be 
on Tatum.”

The Indians do return 
four seniors — Kassidi 
Alexander, Elizabeth Car-
roll, Aliya Stine and Kay-
lee Kessler — who have 
been in the program.

“Our four seniors will 
have to step up and be 
major players,” Fisher 
said. “We don’t necessarily 
need all of them to score 
a lot of points — Tatum 
is going to be our main 
contributor in terms of 
scoring — but we’ll need 
them to defend, rebound 
and contribute in other 
ways.”

Fisher says he expects 
5-foot-10 junior Anna 
Wolfe to continue to devel-
op in the post..

“She has a lot of talent, 
she just needs to play 
more games and continue 
to build her confi dence 
to take things to the next 
level,” Fisher said.

Juniors Treanna Lavy, 
Macy Flanary, Rachel Kirk 

and Brittany Oburn, along 
with sophomore Mallory 
Dunlevy, round out the 
roster for the Indians.

“Right now, we are 
putting in a whole new 
system on offense and 
defense,” Fisher said. 
“That can take some time. 
Last year they were more 
of a full-court press team; 
this year we’ll be more 

of a half-court defense, 
good rebounding team. Of 
course we’ll play the 1-2-2 
zone. Hopefully we’ll get 
through the early part of 
the season as we continue 
to learn the new system 
and be able to contend by 
the end of the season.”

Contact David Fong at dfong@
civitasmedia.com; follow him on 
Twitter @thefong
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PLEASANT HILL 
— The Newton girls bas-
ketball team has a new 
coach this season … if a 
coach with four decades 
of coaching experience 
can be considered “new,” 
that is.

Steve Fisher, who began 
his coaching career not 
only before all of his play-
ers were born, but before 
some of their parents 
were born, returns as the 
Indians’ coach this season. 
Prior to his second stint 
as the girls basketball 
coach at Newton, Fisher 
coached the Covington 
boys for 23 years, the 
Bethel boys — with whom 
he won a Division IV state 
title in 2001 — for fi ve 
years, the Sidney boys for 
six years, two years with 
the Newton girls and two 
years with the Newton 
boys.

“You know, I think the 
thing I missed the most 
about coaching was the 
time you spend practicing 
with the kids,” Fisher said. 
“Everyone always thinks 
you miss the games, but 
the reality is the games 
are kind of a sidelight. It’s 
in practice that you really 
get to work with the kids 
and know the kids — and 
I think that’s what I really 
missed when I stopped 
coaching … that and the 
camaraderie you have with 
the other coaches.

“Right now, Newton is 
a great place to be. The 

fi rst time I started coach-
ing the girls in 2008, there 
was no elementary school 
program, so there was 
no feeder program. We 
were able to put that in 
place, and I think it really 
started paying off the last 
few years. Newton has 
been really good the past 
three or four years — they 
won 17 games last and 
23 games the year before 
that.”

While Fisher returns, 
the Indians do lose lead-
ing scorer Madison Mol-
lette — who earned 15 
letters in her high school 
career in volleyball, bas-
ketball, softball and cheer-
leading — to graduation. 
With Mollette gone, much 
of the offense this season 
will run through junior 

Fisher takes over as Newton girls coach

File photos courtesy Ben Robinson | GoBuccs.com
Newton’s Tatum McBride puts up a shot last season.

File photo courtesy Ben Robinson | GoBuccs.com
Newton’s Elizabeth Carroll (center) fights for a loose ball last 
season.

By David Fong
dfong@civitsamedia.com

PLEASANT HILL — Mike 
Albright likes everything he is see-
ing from his younger players.

And that’s a good thing, because 
after graduating fi ve seniors — 
including three starters and more 
than 50 percent of his scoring from 
a year ago — graduate from a 14-9 
team, the Newton boys basketball 
coach is going to need it.

“We lost some good players; 
we’ve got some holes to fi ll,” the 
second-year Newton coach said. 
“We lost more than 50 percent of 
our scoring in Brock Jamison and 
Brady McBride. They combined 
to score about 30 points per game 
last season, and we averaged about 
53-54 points per game. So we are 
defi nitely going to need some kids 
to step up this season to replace 
that.

“So far, I’ve been pleasantly sur-
prised by the focus of our guys in 
general. I had some concerns about 
how well we would do that. It’s still 
early, but our practices have been 
good so far. The underclassmen 
are really hard workers. They are 
really stepping up, which is a good 
thing.”

The Indians will have a pair of 
options at point guard in sopho-
more Ryan Mollette and senior 
Nick Honeycutt.

“Mollette isn’t very big physi-
cally, but he is a prototypical one-
guard,” Albright said. “Honeycutt 
is our top returning scorer from a 
year ago.”

At the shooting guard will be 
either Honeycutt or Austin Evans. 
A pair of juniors, Treg Jackson and 
Nash Lavy, also could see time in 
the backcourt for the Indians.

“Those two (Honeycutt and 
Evans) are pretty interchangeable,” 
Albright said. “They are both ath-
letic and fast. They both like to get 
up and down the fl oor. Treg Jack-
son can be a tremendous scorer for 

us. Nash Lavy is battling there, too. 
We have a lot of options and guys 
who are pushing one another.”

Senior Nelson Clymer, a starter 
last season, is capable of playing 
either forward position, Albright 
said.

“He’s improved his outside 
game a bunch over the summer,” 
Albright said. “He’s not the tallest 
kid, but he’s built like a linebacker. 
He’s a strong kid and he battles in 
there.”

Jackson Riffl e is capable of play-
ing either post position. He’ll be 
joined in the post by senior Luke 
Miller-Search.

“Jackson Riffl e got some varsity 
time last year,” Albright said. “He 
played well at times last year. He 
just needs some more experience. 
We are going to be counting on 
him last year. Luke Miller-Search 
plays mostly inside, but he’s also 
a good outside shooter. Really, his 
forte is the outside shot, but we 
also need him to play inside.”

Right now, Albright said, the 
focus of the team is improving its 
defensive efforts from a season 
ago.

“That was our biggest struggle 
last year,” he said. “It’s something 
we are really focusing in on this 
season. We just need our kids to 
get tougher. That’s what defense 
is all about — playing tough and 
being willing to put in the work.”

So far, though, Albright said he’s 
seeing the benefi ts of having a full 
year in as the team’s head coach.

“You always hope that in the 
second year you start to see the 
benefi ts of what you started in the 
fi rst year,” he said. “The kids really 
do seem to understand and believe 
in what it is we are trying to do. 
We did lose a lot of players from 
last year, but we are happy to see 
how hard our kids are working so 
far in practice. We’ve just got to 
keep working.”

Contact David Fong at dfong@civitasmedia.
com; follow him on Twitter @thefong

Indians su� er heavy graduation losses

File photo courtesy Ben Robinson | GoBuccs.com
Austin Evans (left) returns for the Indian this season.

NEWTON
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played guard in the past, 
but has made the move 
inside to help the team,” 
Meyer said. “With our 
offense, there are still 
times where we will pull 
her out. She will be kind 
of a hybrid post-wing. 
Tori Lyle is back from last 
year and Kelsey (McReyn-
olds) has worked really 
hard and is going to help 
us.”

Meyer has put a new 
system in — and the 

Buccs have picked it up 
quickly.

“This isn’t a situation 
where they had an offsea-
son to pick up and learn 
the system,” Meyer said. 
“This is a completely 
new system, and I am 
just amazed what they 
have done in just a couple 
weeks. It is a credit to 
them. They work hard 
and are very coachable.”

Offensively, Covington 
will look to take what is 

there.
“What we want to do 

is take the fast break 
when it is there,” Meyer 
said. “We want to be dis-
ciplined offensively. We 
have to do all the little 
things right — hit the 
pick, make sound passes. 
We don’t want to force 
things.”

Covington will mix 
things up defensively.

“We will play a lot of 
man,” Meyer said. “But, 
basically, what we are 
going to do is play what-
ever defense we need to 
play to have success and 
stop the other team that 
night.”

Meyer expects the CCC 
to be a challenge.

“From what I have 

heard, Miami East, Tri-
Village, Newton and Arca-
num are the teams that 
were in the top rung with 
us last year, and most of 
them have a lot of players 
back. But you can’t over-
look anybody.”

The non-conference 
schedule includes Ver-
sailles, Russia and Jack-
son Center and playing 
in the BarnBall Classic 
at Miami East over the 
holiday.

“We want to play good 
teams,” Meyer said. “We 
want to be challenged.”

They have already 
cleared the fi rst big chal-
lenge with fl ying colors.

Rob Kiser can be reached at (937) 
451-3334.
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rkiser@civitasmedia.com

COVINGTON — There 
is a familiar face back on 
the Covington girls bas-
ketball bench this winter.

Jim Meyer returns after 
18 years out of coaching 
to lead the Buccaneers.

When Meyer was last 
coaching Covington girls 
in 1988-89, they advanced 
to the regional fi nals in 
Lynnette Roeth’s fresh-
man season, fi nishing 
with a record of 22-4. In 
his four years as coach, 
Covington had a record of 
55-32.

Meyer then had a 
successful stint at Troy, 
including a 20-win sea-
son.

“I think the only thing 
that has changed is I am 
18 years older,” Meyer, 
who was hired last 
month, said.

And Meyer said the 
transition has been a 
smooth one, thanks to his 
players and coaches.

“At fi rst, I thought this 
was going to be really dif-
fi cult,” Meyer said about 
the short time period to 
get ready for the season. 
“Because I believe you 
have to have relationships 
and it takes time to build 
trust. But the players 
have done everything 
I have asked of them. 
Really, it is a credit to 
them. They have worked 
hard with great attitudes. 
Anything they needed to 
make happen, they have 
made happen.

“I couldn’t ask any 
more out of them. And I 
have to thank my assis-
tant coaches Adam Swei-
gart and Brandon Stude-
baker, who have done a 
great job.”

The only drawback so 
far in the preseason is the 
injury bug.

Kara Schaeffer (5-3, 
senior), Lillian Hamilton 
(6-0, sophomore) and 

Shae Robinson (5-3, 
junior) have all suffered 
from various injuries.

“Sometimes, we have as 
many kids on the stage as 
we do practicing,” Meyer 
said.

And while four-year 
varsity players Carly 
Shell, Arianna Richards, 
Brooke Gostomsky and 
Jessie Crowell were lost 
to graduation — along 
with Julianna Yingst, the 
cupboard is not bare.

Leading the returners is 
5-foot-7 sophomore guard 
Sammi Whiteman, who 
averaged 12.9 points per 
game as a freshman.

“She is our leading 
returning scorer,” Meyer 
said. “I think the thing 
about Sammi is this sport 
is her life. She is always 
looking for extra time in 
the gym. Whether it is 
after practice or in the 
morning, she wants to get 
in the gym.

“And when she can’t, 
she is out on the play-
ground playing. She has 
a tremendous work ethic. 
I think that is something 
that can carry over (to 
the rest of the team). 
They see her hard work 
paying off.”

Also at the guard posi-
tion are 5-7 senior Allison 
Angle, 5-6 senior Addison 
Metz and 5-4 senior Jus-
tice Warner — along with 
5-4 junior Jordan Crowell.

“All three of those girls 
(seniors) have played 
JV the last three years,” 
Meyer said. “They have 
worked hard, and all three 
of them are going to help 
us. Jordan (Crowell) 
played last year and gives 
us some experience.”

Inside, the Buccs will 
have 5-8 senior Lexie 
Long, 5-6 junior Tori Lyle, 
who grabbed 84 rebounds 
a year ago and 5-11 senior 
Kelsey McReynolds, to 
with Hamilton when she 
is healthy.

“Lexie (Long) has 

Meyer takes over as Bucc girls coach

File photos/Civitas Media
Covington’s Jordan Crowell passes the ball in a game last year.

Sammi 
Whiteman 
returns 
after a 
strong 
freshman 
season for 
Covington.

By Rob Kiser
rkiser@civitasmedia.com

COVINGTON — It is not an 
unfamiliar position for Coving-
ton boys basketball coach Matt 
Pond.

And one where he sees the 
glass as completely full.

Pond didn’t get to see his full 
team until the Buccaneers were 
eliminated from the football 
playoffs — and he wouldn’t have 
it any other way.

“I think it is defi nitely a plus 
for guys to have had success in 
other sports,” Pond said. “And 
most of our football players 
are returning lettermen. It also 
gives a chance to get in the gym 
with some of the other guys and 
gives us some extra time with 
some of our younger guys.”

And those football players 
couldn’t wait to get in the gym.

“They are here a couple days 
earlier than expected,” Pond 
said. “That just shows you they 
are excited and can’t wait to get 
going.”

The Buccs return seven of 
their top eight players from a 
year ago, when they fi nished 
10-14.

The loss is a notable one in 
Jordan Maschino.

“That’s a double-double we 
lost,” Pond said. “We are going 
to have to pick up the rebound-
ing and some different things he 
did for us out there — but we 
have everyone else back.”

At the guard spots will be 
6-foot senior Nathan Blei, 5-7 
senior Jayce Pond, 5-7 junior 
Jett Murphy, 5-11 junior Nathan 
Lyle, 6-foot junior Braden Miller 
and 5-11 junior Bradley Wig-
gins.

“We have a lot of athleticism 
at the guard spot,” Pond said. 
“We have one four-year player 
(Blei) and a three-year player 
(Pond) there.”

The wings/posts will include 
6-3 junior Zach Parrett, 6-3 
senior Trevor Miller and 5-11 
senior Adam Lefeld, with 6-3 
senior Kenny Atkinson and 6-4 
senior Tristin Sowers playing in 
the post as well.

“We have decent size,” Pond 
said. “About as good as we have 
had since I have been here.”

The Buccs will look to execute 
the offense and take advantage 
of opportunities when they are 
there.

“We will look for the second-
ary break,” Pond said. “One of 
the keys to our success is going 
to be our execution offense. To 
take care of the ball and make 
good decisions with the ball. 
That is going to be a real key 
for us.”

The tempo will not be a slow 
one.

“We hardly ever are going to 
be walking the ball up the fl oor,” 
Pond said. “We want to take 
advantage of our opportunities, 

and we will mix things up on 
defense. We want to take advan-
tage of the depth we are going 
to have.”

As always, the CCC will fea-
ture a number of strong teams.

“It is a strong conference,” 
Pond said. “It is loaded with 
good teams and good coaches 
from top to bottom. Every night 
in the conference is going to 
be a challenge, and we have a 
strong non-conference schedule, 

as well.”
Pond hopes the Buccs’ experi-

ence and athleticism will lead to 
success.

“I think if we come out and 
play the way we are capable, we 
feel like we can be very competi-
tive,” Pond said.

And as always, it will be well 
worth the wait.

Rob Kiser can be reached at (937) 451-
3334.

Covington boys don’t mind late start

File photos/Civitas Media
Jayce Pond returns for the Covington boys basketball team

Trevor Miller returns for the Covington boys basketball team.

COVINGTON
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Coming off a 4-19 season, 
Piqua girls basketball coach 
Brian Gillespie couldn’t be more 
excited about the team in his 
third season as coach.

“One of our mottos is ‘Raise 
the Bar’,” Gillespie said. “We 
want to do some things that 
haven’t been done by a Piqua 
girls team recently. We have the 
right people playing to do what 
we want to do.”

Leading the seniors will be 
move-in Lauryn Gray, a 5-foot-
10 post who led the Piqua girls 
cross country team this fall.

“She is going to be a good 
player,” Gillespie said. “She has 
a non-stop motor. She never 
stops playing hard. I think the 
best thing about her is she has a 
passion for the game and loves 
to play basketball.”

Another player inside is 5-9 
senior Claire Went.

“Claire (Went) has looked 
really good in practices,” Gil-
lespie said. “She is a good kid 
and another four-year player for 
us.”

Rounding out the seniors is 
5-4 guard Ainsleigh Spradlin.

“Ainsleigh is the kind of play-
er every team needs,” Gillespie 
said. “She is another four-year 
player and has worked really 
hard on her game and improved 
her shooting.”

Heading up the juniors is 5-7 
wing Lauren Williams, who 
was Piqua’s second leading 
rebounder.

“Lauren is a great kid with a 
good work ethic,” Gillespie said. 
“She is a better offensive player 
and has improved all facets of 
her game.”

Piqua has two junior guards 
in 5-6 Kelsey Magoteaux and 
5-4 Lily Stewart, and Gillespie 
expects big things from both.

Magoteaux was third on the 
team in scoring a year ago.

“Kelsey is good at every 
thing,” Gillespie said. “She can 
handle the ball and is a good 
shooter. Like a lot of players 
on this team, she has really 
improved on offense.”

Stewart was the second lead-
ing scorer a year ago and led the 
team with 13 3-point fi eld goals.

“She is a good shooter from 
outside and has a positive atti-
tude,” Gillespie said. “We feel 
like she can be a force this year.”

Rounding out the juniors is 

5-7 post Emily Powell.
“Emily is an aggressive 

player,” Gillespie said. “She is a 
good defensive player and she 
can be a good rebounder for us.”

The sophomores include 
guards Kelsey Bachman, Hailey 
McPherson and Skylar Sloan.

“Kelsey (Bachman) saw some 
playing time for us last year,” 
Gillespie said. “She is a good 
shooter and a solid point guard. 
I expect her just to improve on 
that and Hailey and Skylar will 
help us.”

The lone freshman is 5-10 
Tylah Yeomans.

“Tylah (Yeomans) is athletic 
and a really good player,” Gil-
lespie said. “Right now, she is 
injured. She has been practic-
ing with a cast one her hand, 
but right now she is about two 
weeks from playing.”

Gillespie expects this to be an 
uptempo team after averaging 
just 27.7 points a game last year.

“This is a solid group,” Gil-
lespie said. “I think we have 
gotten to the point where I don’t 
think offense will be a problem. 
This is the best offensive team I 
have had. We have the team that 
can push the ball up and down 
the fl oor and that is what we are 
going to do.”

He also expects the Indians to 
be strong on defense.

“We have been working hard 
on defense,” he said. “We don’t 
want to be just OK on defense, 
we want to be good on defense 
and I think we can be.”

As for the GWOC North, 
Gillespie knows it will be even 
stronger with the addition of 
Tippecanoe.

“Tipp has a strong team every 
year,” Gillespie said. “I think 
they have to be considered the 
favorites. I think Sidney is still 
going to be good. I don’t know 
much about Troy with a new 
coach and system, but I am 
sure they will be good. Vandalia 
is solid and I think Greenville 
record last year was deceiving. 
I think they are going to be 
good.”

Gillespie hopes Piqua will be 
in the mix as well.

“Hopefully, we can use our 
non-conference schedule to 
build towards the conference 
and be competitive,” Gillespie 
said.

And raise the bar.

Rob Kiser can be reached at (937) 451-
3334.

Piqua girls look to ‘Raise Bar’
By Rob Kiser
rkiser@civitasmedia.com

Piqua boys basketball coach 
Heath Butler knows the 
Indians graduated two big 
offensive weapons in Colton 
Bachman and Brad Hohlbein, 
who combined for 33.6 points 
per game a year ago when the 
Indians fi nished 14-11.

But Butler feels like this 
year’s squad will be a more 
athletic team that will allow the 
Indians to do more things.

“This team is pretty ath-
letic,” Butler said. “That will 
give us a chance to do some 
different things. We have a lot 
of juniors who have played JV. 
As they get varsity experience 
and the game slows down for 
them, I think we will (show 
much improvement.”

One key returnee will be 
6-foot-3 senior Nate Monnin, 
who can be a beast inside. 
Monnin averaged a double-
double a year ago with 11.3 
points and 10.7 rebounds.

“I think Nate (Monnin) will 
create a lot of matchup prob-
lems,” Butler said. “Anyone 
who is 6-3 and 275 and can run 
the fl oor is going to be a load 
for teams.”

Another player seeing action 
inside will be 6-3 senior JJ 
Rohrbach.

“JJ Rohrbach is 235 pounds 
and will provide some muscle 
inside,” Butler said. “He is 
a guy that can help out Nate 
(Monnin) inside.”

One of the guys at the guard 
spots will be 6-foot senior 
Caleb Patton.

“Caleb (Patton) is a guy who 
saw limited varsity action last 
year,” Butler said. “He can 
handle the ball and play some 
point guard.”

Another guard is 6-foot 
senior Gage Smith.

“Gage (Smith) is a good 
shooter,” Butler said. “He can 
kind of play a Colton Bachman 
role and stretch the defense 
horizontally.”

Another senior guard will be 
5-11 Hunter Hawk.

“Hunter (Hawk) has prob-
ably been the biggest surprise 
this year,” Butler said. “He has 
put a lot of time in and worked 
really hard in the off-season.”

Rounding out the seniors is 
5-8 guard Kam Ashton.

“Cam (Ashton) is a good 
shooter who can handle the 

ball,” Butler said. “He is going 
to help us out this year.”

Leading the junior class 
will be two wings in 6-1 Ben 
Schmiesing and 6-2 Hayden 
Schrubb.

Schmiesing is coming off 
being GWOC North Athlete of 
the Year in football.

“Ben (Schmiesing) had a 
great year in football, and we 
think he can do the same thing 
in basketball,” Butler said. “He 
is very athletic. He is just very 
solid with everything he does.”

Schrubb is also coming off a 
solid year on the gridiron.

“Hayden (Schrubb) is a 
tough kid who is long and 
athletic,” Butler said. “He is 
just so athletic and he is really 
going to help us.”

Another junior is 6-2 wing 
Nick Rigola.

“Nick (Rigola) is one of our 
most athletic players,” Butler 
said. “He is a good shooter. He 
played JV last year and as the 
game slows down for him, he is 
going to have a lot of success.”

Xian Harrison is a 5-8 junior 
guard.

“Xian is another guy who 
played JV for us,” Butler said. 
“He is one of our quickest play-
ers and going to be a really 
good player.”

Another junior guard is 5-8 
Corey Cottrell.

“The thing about these guys 
is a lot of them have different 
things they do well,” Butler 
said. “Corey is a kid who you 
can bring off the bench and 
give you a defensive spark and 
he is going to do that for us.”

Another guard is 6-1 junior 
Devin Fosler.

“He is a good shot and has 
been putting in the work in the 
weight room to get stronger,” 

Butler said.
Logan Copsey is a 6-foot 

junior.
“Logan has improved as 

much as anyone since his fresh-
man year,” Butler said. “Bas-
ketball is his only sport and 
he has made it a priority and 
worked hard on his game.”

Holden Yount is a 5-10 junior 
guard.

“Holden (Yount) is a guy we 
can bring off the bench,” Butler 
said. “He is a big, strong guy. 
We can use him in that role. He 
is a high energy guy.”

Devin Brown is a 5-10 junior 
guard.

“Devon is a very tough 
player,” Butler said. “He is very 
athletic and is going to help 
us.”

Butler knows defenses will 
focus on Monnin at the start of 
the season.

“We are going to have to 
knock down shots when teams 
are double or triple teaming 
Nate,” Butler said. “The other 
thing Nate is athletic enough 
to come out and play up top. 
The key will being able to get 
consistent offense.”

Butler expects to start the 
season as an up-tempo team.

“That’s what we are doing 
right now in the scrimmages,” 
Butler said. “We feel like we 
can pressure the ball and han-
dle the ball well enough. One 
key is making the right deci-
sions on offense — knowing 
when it is there to push it and 
when not to.”

Butler expects the GWOC 
North to be as challenging as 
ever.

“Sidney is one of the most 
athletic teams in the GWOC 
— if not the most athletic,” 
Butler said. “With John Wil-
loughby taking over, everybody 
is excited about what Sidney is 
going to do. The other teams 
are a lot like us. Vandalia has 
kind of built the same way we 
did. Tipp is going to be a solid 
team. Greenville has a D-I play-
er in Isaiah Gable, so they are 
going to be a team to reckon 
with, and Troy is just going to 
be better in Paul Bremigan’s 
second year.”

With all that said, Butler has 
high hopes the Indians athleti-
cism will allow them to have 
another strong season.

Rob Kiser can be reached at (937) 451-
3334.

Butler likes Piqua boys athleticism

Call File Photo
Ben Schmiesing (23) and Nate 
Monnin (20) are both back for the 
Piqua this year.

By Ken Barhorst
kbarhorst@civitasmedia.com

SIDNEY — Lehman girls basketball coach Craig 
Hall guided his team to a 12-11 overall record last 
season, including 5-1 in the Northwest Central Con-
ference, which was good enough for the runner-up 
spot in the league.

And even though the Cavs will be young this sea-
son, Hall is optimistic and feeling good, especially 
about the numbers. It wasn’t long ago that there 
weren’t enough players for a junior varsity team, but 
Hall says there are 20 girls in all playing this year.

He has one returnee who is a fourth-year varsity 
player in senior Hannah Fogt. She averaged 7.5 per 
game last season as well as 6.6 rebounds.

“I’m looking for big things from her,” Hall said. 
“She was one of our best scorers last season.”

He feels he’s also set at the guard spot with 
returnees Brogan McIver and Alanna O’Leary. Both 
are still only juniors, and O’Leary was the team’s 
leading scorer last season at 8.0 per game.

“I’m real confi dent in those two girls,” said Hall. 
“Both have worked real hard on their ball-handling 
and perimeter shooting and I think they’re going to 
have good seasons. I’ve seen a lot of positive things 
not only out of them, but all the girls.”

Also back is 5-foot-10 Carly Edwards in the post, 
and she’s only a sophomore. She averaged 3.5 and 
3.7 last season.

Grace Monnin is returning at guard and is also 
only a sophomore. She averaged 4.0 last year as a 
freshman.

She has two classmates also named Grace in 
Grace Brandt and Grace Olding, both guards who 
played varsity last year as freshmen, and are ready 
for a bigger role.

As for inside, he has 5-10 Emily Fogt and 5-10 
freshman Abby Schutt. “Abby has been impressive 
in scrimmages,” he said. “She’s got good size and 
nice moves for a freshman.”

He likes his team’s chances of bettering last sea-
son’s mark.

“I see a lot of improvement,” he said. “There 
seems to be a lot of excitement this year and the 
morale is great. We’re not going to be the biggest 
team, but we have a lot of athletes and a lot of quick-
ness. So I’m real excited about the next two or three 
years.”

Hall optimistic about 
Lady Cavs’ youthBy Ken Barhorst

kbarhorst@civitasmedia.com

SIDNEY — Tim Glea-
son begins his second sea-
son as head coach of the 
Lehman boys basketball 
team, and he’s starting it 
out the same way he did 
last year — with a positive 
outlook.

“Coaches tell me all 
the time, don’t be so 
positive. You set up too 
many expectations,” said 
Gleason. “But I’m excited 
about this season. Last 
year, we were young and 
inexperienced. This year 
we’re young and experi-
enced.”

The Cavaliers were 
quite young last year, and 
when you fi gured in the 
fact that they all had to 
learn a new system, their 
struggles were expected.

“That was huge last 
year,” said Gleason. 
“That’s one of the reasons 
I’m so optimistic — 
because the kids know the 
system now and we were 
able to get going right 
from the start. And we got 
the football players earlier 
this season.”

Last year was a trying 
one for Gleason and the 
Cavs, the fi nal record 
being just 4-19.

“I’ve never experienced 
anything like that at any 
level,” Gleason said. “But 
I just try to remind myself 
that I was trying to com-
pletely rebuild the pro-
gram. I thought once we 
got past that fi rst season, 
things would improve, and 
I think they will. And I 
think we’ll be really good 
next year.

“My main expecta-
tion for this season is to 
be competitive in every 
game,” he said. “I’d like 
to compete for the league 
title (Northwest Central 
Conference), but that will 
be a tall order because 
Lima Perry is just loaded. 
But I want at least a .500 
record minimum this 
season. Anything short of 
that will be disappointing 
for me because we expect 
to be vastly improved.”

He has three full-time 
starters back this season 
and another who started 
in quite a few, too. And 
of the four, only one is a 
senior.

Gleason upbeat about Lehman boys

PIQUA

LEHMAN

That senior is Dylan 
Arnold, a versatile athlete 
who also excels in football 
and baseball. Though 
Gleason says basketball 
is Arnold’s “third-favorite 
sport,” he still led the 
Cavaliers in scoring last 
season at 10 points per 
game, in assists with 44, 
and in steals with 46.

“When you think of 
Dylan, you think of an ath-
lete,” said Gleason. “Bas-
ketball is his third-favorite 
sport, so he doesn’t play it 
as much in the offseason 
as others. But he knows 
the game and is very 
athletic. He’s a tenacious 
rebounder and defender.”

The other three are all 
juniors in Preston Rodg-
ers, Kam Lee and 6-foot-4 
Michael Bunker.

“Preston brings tre-
mendous quickness and 
basketball IQ,” said Glea-
son. “He’s really a student 
of the game, an excellent 
leader and an absolute 
gym rat.

“Bunker brings great 
size and athleticism,” he 
added. “But he’s still learn-
ing the game. He’s really a 
football guy and just needs 
to play more basketball, 
because right now he only 
has a year-and-a-half on 
the court. He’s athletic 
and has the size, and he 
can dunk about any way 
you can imagine. He could 
be a force on the boards, 
and I would love to see 
him score around 10 a 
game.

Lee is the player who 
started sporadically last 

season, but he will be a 
mainstay this year.

“He brings everything,” 
said Gleason. “He has it 
all. He has the shooting 
range, he’s explosive to 
the basket and has learned 
to attack the basket rather 
than just being a shooter. 
In summer camp at Find-
lay, they invited him back 
to their elite camp. He’s 
6-1 or 6-2 and can score.”

There are only two 
seniors on the squad this 
year, the second being 
Jared Rourke. “Jared is 
nothing fl ashy, just a 
steady and smart guard. 
He’s got a solid shot and is 
a good ball-handler.”

Bunker has a battle on 
his hands for that center 
starting position because 
of 6-4 junior Seth Sargent. 
“He’s a wide body and a 
very smart player who 
worked hard at it over the 
summer. He will be com-
peting for the center spot 
for sure,” Gleason said.

There are two more 
juniors and they are both 
guards in Braiden Sher-
man and Logan Richard, 
and there are also two 
sophomores in the mix in 
Elliot Gilardi, the quarter-
back in football, and Jared 
Magoteaux.

“Logan and Braiden are 
both competing hard for 
playing time,” said Glea-
son. “Gilardi is a leader, 
a smart passer and play-
maker, and Jared is strong 
and plays hard. I coached 
them for three years and 
they know exactly what 
I’m looking for.”
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By David Fong and Josh Brown
Sports Writers

TROY — Doug Curnes 
remembers a time in the not too 
distant past when his Troy wres-
tling team lost matches without 
even stepping foot on the mat.

Just a few short years ago, the 
Trojans had trouble just fi lling 
weight classes, often leading to 
forfeits that cost Troy dearly.

Those day, thankfully, seem to 
be over for the Trojans.

“We’ve got some real depth on 
this team,” said Curnes, who — 
for the second year in a row — 
will have more than 30 wrestlers 
on his roster. For the fi rst time 
in many years, the Trojans will 
have a dedicated junior varsity 
team, as well. “We’ve got some 
good ‘pits.’ We’ve got some deep 
‘pits.’ We have 10 or 11 guys in 
our upper weight classes. We’ve 
got 10 or 11 guys in our middle 
weight classes. We’ve got 10 
or 11 guys in our lower weight 
classes.

“Having that kind of depth in 
your room just makes everyone 
better. Everyone has to work 
that much harder. I’m really 
pleased with where this program 
is headed.”

The Trojans return three 
district qualifi ers in sophomore 
Shane Shoop (160 pounds), 
senior Davin Snyder (182) and 
junior Christian Nation (220). 
The Trojans also return junior 
Joe Pascale (113 pounds), who 
placed sixth at districts as a 
freshman and just missed going 
to state that year, but missed 
nearly all but the fi rst few weeks 
of last season with a knee injury.

“Joe is back and he’s wrestling 
well,” Curnes said of Pascale. 
“He’s adapted quite well to what 
he has to do after the injury. I 
really think he can not only get 
to state, but he has a chance 
to be on the podium at state. 
A lot of things will just depend 
on what happens in his weight 
class.”

At 106 pounds for the Trojans 
will be senior Brandon Lewis. 
Pascale will try to make the cut 
to 113 pounds, but could also 
wrestle at 120 for the Trojans. 
At 126 will be either freshman 
Carlos Quintero or sophomore 
Nick Mittelstadt.

“We are expecting a big year 
for Brandon Lewis,” Curnes 
said. “It’s always good to have a 
senior at 106, because he’s going 
to be wrestling a lot of freshmen 
and sophomores, so he’ll have 
that experience advantage. At 
126, we expect Carlos and Nick 
to battle a lot through the year 
for that varsity spot.”

Senior Michael McBride will 
wrestle at 132 for the Trojans. 
Justin Mittelstadt will compete 
at 138. At 145 and 152 will 

be some combination of three 
wrestlers: senior Ryan Dever, 
sophomore David McGraw and 
sophomore Frankie Hoening.

“Michael McBride is a kid 
who has been looking for a 
chance to wrestle varsity for a 
few years and has done every-
thing we’ve asked of him,” 
Curnes said. “Justin is a kid 
who catches on quick and is 
a hard worker. Then we have 
those three guys at the next two 
weight classes who are really 
battling it out — all three of 
them could see varsity time.”

Shoop will move up from 
152 to 160 this season. At 170 
will be junior Dakota Hamman. 
Snyder will return at 182, the 
weight at which he qualifi ed for 
districts last season.

“I won’t let Shane go any 
lower than 160,” Curnes said. 
“I don’t want it to affect him 
for football. He’ll be good right 
where he is. Dakota has been 
working hard since his freshman 
year. He’s grown and put on 
some muscle and is a lot stron-
ger this year. Davin Snyder … I 
love that kid. He’s just naturally 
strong, but also a hard worker.”

Senior Will Brumfi eld returns 
at 195 pounds for the Trojans. 
Nation is back at 220. At 285 
will be either freshman Myers 
Slebo or sophomore Gage For-

sythe.
“The same attributes you saw 

Will bring to the football fi eld 
as the same ones he brings to 
wrestling,” Curnes said. “This 
should be a big year for Nation. 
We’ve also got Joah Schricker 
coming out for wrestling for 
the fi rst time, so he should help 
push both of those guys in the 
practice room. At heavyweight 
we’ve got two guys who are 
going to make each other better 
every day.”

Troy Christian
TROY — With a trio of 

returning state qualifi ers, and 
with the addition of another 
state-caliber wrestler, the Troy 
Christian Eagles are aiming high 
this season.

“(Our goal is to) fi nish top 
fi ve in the state,” said Troy 
Christian coach Steve Goudy, 
entering his 14th year with the 
team total.

Leading the returners for the 
Eagles is state runner-up Jacob 
Edwards, a junior 113-pounder. 
Also back are a pair of seniors: 
Michael Sergent, a 126-pound 
two-time state placer, and Seth 
Douglas, a state qualifi er at 
heavyweight. And new to the 
team will be Ethan Turner, a 
106-pound freshman that is 
an incoming junior high state 
placer.

Miami East
CASSTOWN — Miami East 

returns a pair of two-time state 
placers and another state quali-
fi er on what should be a deep 
and strong roster.

“If the weights fall the way 
they should, we’ll be able to fi ll 
all of our weight classes,” East 
coach Mark Rose said. “You can 
just about win half your duels 
just by fi lling all your weight 
classes, depending on who you 
are dueling. We’re real happy 

with who we’ve got right now.”
Leading the way are a trio of 

juniors. At 120 will be Graham 
Shore, who placed third last 
year and seventh as a freshman. 
Alex Isbrandt (138) placed 
seventh at state each of the past 
two years. Zane Strubler (145) 
was a state qualifi er last year.

“All of those guys have looked 
really, really good so far,” Rose 
said.

At 106 and 113 will be sopho-
more Cole Taylor and freshman 
Kaleb Nickels, depending on 
who makes what weight. Fresh-
man Micah Davis will be wres-
tling at the lower weights, as 
well. At 126 will be sophomore 
Cody Nickels. He could also 
wrestle at 132, along with senior 
Trey Rush.

Seniors Travis Ferguson will 
wrestle at 152. Sophomores 
Jacob Vick and Michael Miller 
will battle it out for the start-
ing spot at 160. Senior Colton 
Kawolak and sophomore Mat-
thew Walker will be at 170 and 
182, depending on who makes 
weight.

At 195 will be sophomore 
Cody Niswonger. Sophomore 
Brenden Dalton will wrestle at 
220, while senior Zach Schell-
house or sophomore Lance 
Rohrbach will compete at 285.

Tippecanoe
TIPP CITY — Tippecanoe’s 

wrestling team will be joining 
the Greater Western Ohio Con-
ference this season, and after 
sending a pair of competitors 
to state last year, the Devils are 
looking to continue building.

“The student-athletes and 
coaching staff are very excited 
to be competing in the GWOC 
this year for the fi rst time,” 
third-year Tippecanoe coach 
Nick Petro said. “We welcome 
the tough competition that the 
GWOC brings. And along with 

that excitement, we’re happy to 
announce the addition of mul-
tiple dual meets in our sched-
ule. We’re looking forward to 
showcasing our student-athletes’ 
character, hard work and deter-
mination to our community.”

Leading the returners this 
season are junior Caleb Blake, 
a 145-pound district qualifi er, 
as well as senior Grant Carlson 
(220) and junior Mason Pence 
(170). New to the varsity level 
this year will be senior John 
Hegyi (152) and juniors Cam-
eron Abrams (113) and Tnner 
Moyer (160).

Milton-Union
WEST MILTON — New 

Milton-Union coach Scott Pau-
lus expects his Bulldogs to not 
only fi ll every weight class this 
season, but to do so with con-
tenders — and the team wants 
to send a number of wrestlers 
on to the state tournament.

“We’ll be pretty solid from 
top to bottom,” he said. “Our 
team goals are to win the league 
(Southwestern Buckeye League) 
again this year and to get four 
wrestlers to state. It would also 
be exciting to win a couple of 
rounds at the state duals.”

Leading the charge for the 
Bulldogs will be three-time state 
qualifi er senior Kamron Paulus 
and sophomore district qualifi er 
Dylan Schenck. Seniors Jordan 
King, Clay Powers and Jordan 
Cress and sophomore Owen 
Lewis will help fi ll weight class-
es 120-152 along with Paulus 
and Schenck, with junior Tyler 
Courtright and seniors Caleb 
Black and Jeffrey Strawser fi ll-
ing the heavier weight classes.

Covington
COVINGTON — The Coving-

ton Buccaneers lost four quality 
wrestlers to graduation, includ-
ing three-time state placer Ryan 
Ford, but they bring back a num-
ber of talented wrestlers, one a 
state qualifi er, and are looking 
to follow up one of their best 
seasons with yet another.

Senior Lance Miller brings 
state experience back to the 
lineup, with fellow seniors Josh 
Sowers and Deron White and 
junior Gage DeHart returning as 
district qualifi ers.

Seniors Ross Bowman, Luke 
Grieshop, Carl Lankford and 
Branden Robinson, juniors Kyle 
Barga, Bryce Keiser and Joey 
Schmelzer and sophomores 
Parker Dysinger, Kerington 
Martin and Gavin McReynolds 
will add depth to the roster 
along with a host of freshmen.

Contact Josh Brown at (937) 552-
2132, or follow @TroyDailySports on 
Twitter. Contact David Fong at dfong@
civitasmedia.com; follow him on Twitter @
thefong

Mike Ullery | Civitas Media file
Troy’s Joe Pascale (top) is back after missing almost all of last season with a knee injury.

Anthony Weber | Troy Daily News file
Miami East’s Graham Shore (top) 
battles his opponent Christian 
Wellman from Waynedale during 
the 79th Annual State Wrestling 
Tournament at the Value City Arena 
Schottenstein Center last season in 
Columbus.

Depth won’t be a problem for Trojans

By Josh Brown and David 
Fong 
Sports Writers

TROY — This year’s 
Trojans girls bowlers 
know exactly what it takes 
to win a state champion-
ship.

But Troy also knows 
just how diffi cult it can be 
to follow one up.

Still, the Trojan girls 
return everyone off of last 
year’s championship team 
except for one starter, 
graduate Rachel Darrow, 
and they have their sights 
fi rmly set on winning the 
Greater Western Ohio 
Conference North Divi-
sion again and defending 
their state title. And the 
Troy boys, who also return 
most of their lineup, will 
look to take positive steps 
forward after going 9-10 
last season.

After the boys bowl-
ing team won the title in 
2011, the Trojans entered 
head-to-head play as the 
second-seeded team but 
were upset in the fi rst 
round by Austintown-
Fitch, fi nishing sixth as a 

team in 2012.
With fi ve of the start-

ing six back this season, 
though, Troy’s girls are 
looking to go back-to-back.

“The goals for the girls 
this season are simple: 
win the GWOC North 
and return to state for the 
chance to defend their 
state title,” Troy coach 
Rob Dever said. “Everyone 
is back this season, with 
the exception of Rachel 
Darrow, who is now bowl-
ing at Youngstown State. 
She leaves a hole to fi ll, 
but I’m confi dent we have 
several bowlers who will 
step up to fi ll the void.”

Back is junior Jenna 
Stone, who was an All-
Ohio performer alongside 
Darrow last season — and 
who also rolled three 
straight strikes in the 10th 
frame to seal the Trojans’ 
championship match win 
over Beavercreek. Dever 
expects both her and fel-
low junior A’leigha Smith 
to push a 200 average.

Also back are seniors 
Kirsten McMullen and 
Jennica Funderburg, soph-
omores Cassidy McMul-

len and Alyssa Shilt and 
junior Sierra Brown.

“I made a comment yes-
terday that it’s been nice 
in practice, having such 
an experienced team,” 
Dever said. “We’ve been 
through it all with these 
girls already, so we don’t 
have to spend time on the 
basics and can just dive 
right in. They know what 
it takes. It’s just a matter 
of practicing and staying 
sharp.

“I’m sure they’ll have a 
big target on their backs 
this season, and we’ll get 
the best effort from every-
one that we bowl against. 
I’ve cautioned the ladies 
that it is extremely hard to 
get to the top like we did 
last season, but it’s more 
diffi cult to stay there. But 
I’m really happy with the 
preparation the girls have 
made in the offseason for 
the coming challenge.”

The boys return leading 
scorer junior Aaron Stone, 
who will look to improve 
on his 199 average from 
his sophomore season. 
And while the starting 
fi ve is not set yet, seniors 

Hayden Jackson, Jason 
Shiltz, A.J. Kendall and 
Landon Flory and junior 
Logan Jones will all be in 
the mix. Freshman Carson 
Rogers is the lone addition 
to the team this season.

Last season, the Trojan 
boys fi nished 9-10 and 
6-4 in the GWOC North 
— including a number 
of narrow losses that the 
team will look to fl ip this 
year — fi nishing third in 
the standings.

Doug Stone returns for 
his second season as the 
boys coach.

“We are counting on all 
the remaining bowlers to 
up their averages by 5-10 
pins each,” Dever said. “If 
we are able to do this, we 
will be very competitive in 
the North Division. Hav-
ing better depth this sea-
son will be a positive, as it 
will help to push everyone 
to get better.”

Newton
PLEASANT HILL — 

For the fi rst time in school 
history, Newton will fi eld 
a bowling team this win-
ter.

On the girls team will 
be senior Amanda Arnett, 
juniors Jalynn Mead and 

Troy girls look to repeat
won state bowling championship last season

WRESTLING

BOWLING

Emily Shellabarger and 
sophomores Anna Baker 
and Ashley Rowan. Com-
peting on the boys team 
will be juniors Zane Bor-
land, Hunter Hollis and 
Cory Rowe.

“We look to have fun, 
be competitive and maybe 
surprise a few people 

this season,” coach Eric 
Schindler said. “Our goal 
is to have as many bowlers 
as possible win a sectional 
match or two.”

Contact Josh Brown at (937) 552-
2132, or follow @TroyDailySports 
on Twitter. Contact David Fong at 
dfong@civitasmedia.com; follow 
him on Twitter @thefong

File photo courtesy Lee Woolery/Speedshot Photo
Troy’s Jenna Stone bowls during the state championship match 
last season.
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By Josh Brown and David Fong
Sports Writers

TROY — Last season was the 
Troy swimming team’s fi rst without a 
Zelnick on the roster.

The Trojans are hoping this year 
will be the one they return to state 
without the help of that name.

As a team, though, Troy’s pros-
pects are a bit more up in the air 
with a large number of relatively-
unproven young swimmers joining 
the team. And with Tippecanoe, a 
fi xture at the Division II state tourna-
ment, joining the Greater Western 
Ohio Conference American North 
Division, the conference race got a 
lot more interesting, too.

“Things are really kind of uncer-
tain this year,” Troy coach Brian Hall 
said. “We lost some key people, but 
we’ve also gained some new fresh-
men and the team’s grown a lot. I 
started out my fi rst year around 20, 
then we had upper 20s. Then we had 
low 30s, and this year we have upper 
30s.

“We’ve got three good freshmen 
incoming and a good core group of 
people. But we’ve also got a lot of 
new people. I think there’s a lot of 
potential there, but to say where we 
at right now is kind of hard. We have 
a lot of talent to work with, which is 
a good problem — in the past, we’ve 
had the quality but not the quantity. 
Now, we’ve got a little of both.”

The Trojans have a number of 
returners, though, including a pair of 
district qualifi ers in junior Joe Dut-
ton and sophomore Katie Castenada.

“Joe is looking to make state in the 
500 this year,” Hall said. “He went to 
district in it last year, and he’s made 
a huge improvement in it. His goal 
is defi nitely state. He’s been working 
really hard. Katie also qualifi ed for 
districts last year, and we expect the 
same thing from her again this year.”

Seniors Caroline Pratt and Derrick 
Spitler will be looked at for leader-
ship roles this year, while Mitch 
Orozco and Katie Robinson are a 
pair of young returners looking to 
build on their seasons from last year. 
And a trio of incoming freshmen, 
Michael Griffi th and Aaron Carmack 
on the boys’ side and Lilly Hemm on 
the girls’ side, will look to not only 
add depth but also make an impact 
immediately.

Both teams fi nished as runners-
up in the GWOC North Division 
last season behind Butler, and with 
Tippecanoe entering the mix this 
season, the conference meet will be 
tougher — but Hall also thinks the 
Trojans have the potential to win it.

“The boys were sixth out of 16 
teams last year,” Hall said. “We 
expect to fi nish in that same realm 
in the overall GWOC again. I know 
Tippecanoe is coming in, but they 

lost a bit of talent. I think our big 
competition will be Butler again, 
but without some key people there 
I think we have a shot at taking the 
North this year. We’ll just have to see 
how it plays out.

“Our goal is mainly to get a boys 
relay and a girls relay to district, get 
some key individuals to district and 
possibly get one or two of them to 
state. That’d be an ideal goal. And 
with the new kids, we want to see 
them continue to improve through 
the season.”

Tippecanoe
TIPP CITY — Tippecanoe gradu-

ated a number of key swimmers from 
last year’s team, including the pro-
gram’s fi rst individual state champion 
in Jay Bell. But the Red Devils’ cup-
board if far from bare as they make 
the move into the Greater Western 
Ohio Conference.

Seniors Ben Jans and Arielle 
Arnett, junior Ryan Wall and sopho-
more Alexis Cook all bring back state 
experience, with Jans and Wall plac-
ing eighth on the 200 medley relay 
team and Arnett and Cook were both 
on the school record-setting state 
400 free relay team. Evan Hill and 
Matthew Poynter are also returning 
district qualifi ers, with senior Carsyn 
Woltz a district alternate and a host 
of incoming freshmen adding depth.

“Our team goal is to win the 
GWOC American League,” Tippe-
canoe coach Karl Stanbery said. 
“There is a strong core of swimmers 
returning, with new swimmers who 
will bolster our depth. We also want 
to claim a sectional crown again. Our 
boys swam tough against Troy Chris-
tian last year, falling short by about 
10 points.

“Last year, we sent 14 swimmers 
to districts and 10 to state. Our goal 
remains high again. We want to send 
at least four boys and four girls to 
district and have a relay from both 
the boys and girls make it to state 
along with individual qualifi ers.”

Troy Christian
How do the Troy Christian Eagles 

want to follow up an extraordinarily 
great season?

By making it a regular occurrence.
Troy Christian won a sectional 

championship and sent a whopping 
four swimmers on to the state meet 
last year. And not only are all four 
of those state qualifi ers back this 
season, but the Eagles are looking to 
bolster that lineup with some depth 
and go back-to-back in the postsea-
son.

“We would like to be in the top fi ve 
at districts and repeat as sectional 
champs,” said Troy Christian coach 
Jim Fulton as he enters his 10th year 
with the team. “The boys should 
return to the Division II state meet 

with at least two relays and several 
individual events. And in the league, 
the Metro Buckeye Conference is a 
small league with incredible talent, 
but the boys should win by a large 
margin.”

A total of nine district qualifi ers 
are returning to the team this year, 
including seniors Ezekiel Fulton and 
Matthew Moebius, as well as juniors 
Sam LaVielle and Matthew Newcom-
er. All four went to state on the 200 
medley relay team, with Fulton also 
qualifying in the 100 breaststroke. 
In addition, freshman Gracie Glaser 
is projected to break several school 
records and qualify for districts.

Miami East
CASSTOWN — Miami East 

returns a number of key performers 
this season.

For the East girls, three-year let-
terwinner and team MVP McKenna 
Bollinger is returning in both the 
200 and 500 freestyle. She’s also the 
anchor for the district-qualifying 
distance medley and 400 freestyle 
relays. She is the only three-year 
district qualifi er in individual events 
and will be looking to advance to 
state this year. She also is a four-time 
Cross County Conference meet event 
winner.

Also returning is three-year let-
terwinner Megan Lawson, who will 
again be joining both the medley 
relay (butterfl y) and 400 freestyle 
relay teams. She also was a district 
qualifi er in the 200 individual medley 
and 100 backstroke events.

Joining the Viking’s relay qualifi ers 
will be senior Abby Bollinger, who 
will lead both the medley relay and 
the 400 freestyle relay.

Junior Meredith Richters will be 
returning to swim both of her district 
events in the 200 individual medley 
and the 100 breaststroke. Richters 
has been a member of the 200 med-
ley relay and the 400 freestyle relay 
since her freshman year and has 
qualifi ed to districts in her individual 
events as both a freshman and sopho-
more. Meredith also represented the 
Vikings last year when she qualifi ed 
to return the fi nals in Cincinnati at 
last year’s classic meet.

Returning for the boys team will 
be senior swimmer Alex Heim, who 
has been to districts for the Viking 
Boys relay both his freshman and 
sophomore years. He swims butterfl y 
and is the school record holder in the 
200 freestyle.

Also returning is two-year letter-
man Jackson Tucker, who will be 
going after his fi rst district meet in 
the 100 breaststroke.

Contact Josh Brown at (937) 552-2132, or follow 
@TroyDailySports on Twitter. Contact David 
Fong at dfong@civitasmedia.com; follow him on 
Twitter @thefong

Lots of potential for Troy swimmers
Prestyn 
Hoefler (20), 
who returns 
to the team 
this season, 
and Kaleb 
Nelson (4) 
congratulate 
A.J. Noll 
(16) after 
he scored 
his record-
breaking goal 
last season.

Anthony Weber/
Troy Daily News 
file

By David Fong
dfong@civitasmedia.com

TROY — It was an historic season 
for the Troy gymnastics team last 
year, as the Trojans won a district 
championship and placed sixth at the 
state meet.

And even with four seniors gone 
from that team, coach Larry McCop-
pin sees no reason why his team can’t 
be in contention for another trip to 
state.

“We may not have some of the 
big scorers that we did last year, but 
what I do think we will have this year 
is great depth that most high school 
teams won’t have,” McCoppin said. 
“Most schools only have one or two 
strong kids. The advantage we’ll have 
is four kids who can score points for 
us.”

The Trojans graduated four seniors 
— Minori Sakada, Claire Buerger, 
Grace Dwyer and Kayla Coate — all 
of whom played key roles last season. 
Still, though, the cupboard is far from 
bare.

Troy will be led by a trio of seniors: 
Sayaka Nakada, Miranda Silcott and 
Karlie Lehman.

“Sayaka is looking much stronger 
this year than,” McCoppin said. “She’s 

looked really good. Miranda will be a 
bars and vault specialist for us. Karlie 
is coming off some injuries, so we 
aren’t sure what to expect from her 
yet — but we’ll at least have her lead-
ership.”

The Trojans return a pair of juniors 
in Carly Smith and Lanie Hagan.

“We feel like we can count on both 
of them to give us consistency in 
every meet,” McCoppin said. “They 
could be our third and fourth scorers.”

There are six sophomores on the 
team this year. Leading the way are 
Abby Baker and Lizzie Deal, both of 
whom competed at state for the Tro-
jans last season. Lilly Cusick, Abby 
Otten, Myah New and Ciera LeMaster 
also will be competing for varsity time 
this season.

“Lizzie defi nitely can be one of the 
top all-around gymnasts in the district 
this year,” McCoppin said. “Abby was 
a state qualifi er last year and once 
she gets herself back into competition 
shape, she’s going to be pretty good. 
Between the other four sophomores, 
we really feel like they can give us 
depth in case an injury or something 
else like that happens. Plus, with us 
graduating three seniors after this 
season, we’ll be counting on them 
next year.”

There are four freshmen on the 
team, all of whom could see varsity 
time, McCoppin said: Navaeh Collier, 
Leah Winters, Ellie Daniel and Sarah 
Kraynek.

“All four of them could crack the 
starting line-up in some areas,” he 
said. “All four of them have a strong 
gymnastics background and could 
really help us out this season.”

McCoppin said the team goal 
this season is to make a return trip 
to state. The top two teams in each 
district make it to state — and he 
expects to be Troy to be one of three 
teams competing for those two spots.

“I think the top teams in the district 
will be Centerville, Versailles and 
Troy,” he said. “Centerville is always 
one of the top teams in the district. 
They’ve got so many clubs down 
there; no matter how much they lose, 
it always seems they can just retool. 
And I think Versailles is going to sur-
prise some people this year. They’ve 
never had a gymnastics team before, 
but they’ve got four girls from (Gem 
City Gymnastics Club) that are really 
strong. And because of our depth, I 
think we’ll be right there, as well.”

Contact David Fong at dfong@civitasmedia.com; 
follow him on Twitter @thefong

Trojans will rely on depth this season

SWIMMING

GYMNASTICS

By Josh Brown
jbrown@civitasmedia.com

TROY — Losing A.J. Noll — the Troy hockey pro-
gram’s all-time leader in goals, assists and points — 
was already going to be diffi cult enough.

But the entire group of four Trojan seniors that 
departed after last season — which also included 
Doug Eardly, Tyler Hess and Troy Moore — was 
dangerous.

“It’s really tough losing four seniors where all four 
of them were goal scorers at any point in a game,” 
Troy hockey coach Phill Noll said. “It wasn’t just los-
ing one goal scorer. We lost four. Obviously A.J. had 
more than the others, but all four guys were threats. 
To replace any one of those guys, it’s going to be 
really, really tough.”

Luckily, though, the Trojans do have some experi-
ence coming back, as well as some up-and-coming 
young players, who will help as the team moves back 
up to the Red Division of the Southwest Ohio High 
School Hockey League after it won a championship 
in the Gold Division last season.

Four seniors will be back to lead the team this 
year: leading returning scorer Prestyn Hoefl er, defen-
semen Caleb Mangas — who played some in goal last 
season — and Caleb Salazar, as well as Charlie Ryan.

“Hoefl er is a senior center and team captain,” Noll 
said. “Caleb Salazar attends Troy Christian and is 
back with us this year, and Caleb Mangas fi lled in in 
goal for me a few times last year. Charlie will likely 
play on the second or third line.”

With the opening in goal, junior Enrique Alejandro 
will make the transition from defender to goalkeeper.

“He stepped in in the summer and has been play-
ing goalie for me ever since,” Noll said.

Junior wings Michael Hess and Graham Harvey 
will look to add some offensive punch, while junior 
Nate Uhlenbrock remains a lock-down defender. 
Junior Tristan Meek, who missed his sophomore sea-
son after playing as a freshman, also returns to the 
team, and junior John Wehrkamp will look to transi-
tion back to hockey after a successful football season.

Freshman Zach Uhlenbrock, who will be the third 
Uhlenbrock brother along with Nate and previous 
graduate Jake to play under Noll, will look to lead a 
promising group of younger players.

“I think he’s going to be a standout,” Noll said of 
Zach Uhlenbrock. “He’s probably going to be a cen-
ter on the fi rst or second line. Not a big kid, kind of 
remind me of A.J., he’s tough as nails. He won’t hesi-
tate to get involved, goes for the puck and is where 
he’s supposed to be. He’s got good ice sense.

“We’ve got other kids that will help from time to 
time, but we’re all really young. We played our fi rst 
preseason game in Columbus and really struggled. 
The kids are trying to learn and do what the coaches 
tell them to do, but it’ll take a little time. It won’t nec-
essarily be a rebuilding year, but it will be a learning 
year.”

And that learning will come under fi re from the 
start, also, as the Trojans move back up into the 
SWOHSHL’s Red Division.

“Our fi rst league game is St. Zavier, which is 
always good, and then we play Elder, who is going 
to be strong again,” Noll said. “We also played Cen-
terville during the summer, and they’re going to be 
good again, and Talawanda rounds out the division. 
It’s what we wanted, though — we didn’t want a 
cakewalk.

“I don’t think the true personality of this team has 
come to the surface yet. We don’t know who is going 
to play together yet because these kids haven’t played 
together a lot yet. But we do know that you can’t be 
a soloist on the ice. You need a choir. They may not 
have played together a lot yet, and we may be search-
ing for our identity, but we’ll get there. It’ll just take 
some time.”

Contact Josh Brown at (937) 552-2132, or follow @TroyDailySports on 
Twitter.

‘Learning year’ 
for Troy hockey

HOCKEY


