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TROY — Hayden 
Kotwica stood on Al and 
Jan Mescher’s perfectly 
manicured back lawn, 
gripping a wiffl e ball 
bat in his hand, gritting 
his teeth as his internal 
temperature rose to 
match the mercury in the 
thermometer on a warm 
summer afternoon.

It was a little less 
than a decade ago and 
Kotwica — now the 
starting quarterback for 
the Troy High School 
football team — had 
just about had enough 
of Jason Myers and Joe 
Pascale, with whom he 
was engaged in a back-
yard game of wiffl e ball. 
It was an unorganized 
game meant for fun, but 
that was pretty much the 
exact opposite of what 
Kotwica was having.

He began walking 
toward Myers, the 
Meschers’ grandson 
who would go on to play 
offensive line alongside 
himself, and Pascale, 
currently a member of 
the Troy wrestling team, 
his feet digging into the 
grass Grandpa Mescher 
had spent so many hours 
meticulously maintain-
ing.

The fi ght was on.
“I’ve always been very 

competitive in everything 
I do,” Kotwica said. 
“Every sport I play, I take 
it seriously. I remember 
back in the day play-
ing wiffl e ball in Jason 
Myers’ grandparents’ 
backyard and they would 
always break out in 
fi ghts. I remember fi ght-
ing little Joe, the wres-
tler, all the time. We were 
always fi ghting. I hate 
losing.”

Kotwica may not get 

into fi ghts during games 
anymore — but still 
fi nds the taste of los-
ing so unbearable the 
thought makes him want 
to expectorate to get it 
out of his mouth. Which 
is why his past past two 
years as Troy’s start-
ing quarterback, during 
which the Trojans have 
gone just 3-17, have been 
particularly frustrating, 
despite his own individu-
al success.

It’s also something Kot-
wica hopes he can help 
do something about this 
season, his last taking 
snaps for the Trojans.

“I want us to at reach 
our goal and at least 
make the playoffs,” Kot-
wica said. “I don’t care 
how we do it or what our 
record is — I want to fl ip 
things around.”

It may sound like a 
daunting chore on a team 
that has won just three 
games in two seasons, 
but Troy coach Matt 
Burgbacher is confi dent 
Kotwica is up to the task.

“Like most competi-
tors, he loves to win — 
but he absolutely hates to 
lose,” Burgbacher said. 
“It eats at him. You can 
tell the littlest mistakes 
that he makes bother 
him. He gets so upset 
with himself — but that’s 
not a bad thing, because 
it means he’s account-
able.”

After taking over the 
starting job early in 
his sophomore season, 
Kotwica had a breakout 
season last year under 
Burgbacher and offensive 
coordinator Jason McGa-
haran — both of whom 
were new to the program 
last year and made 
sweeping changes to the 
Trojans’ traditional run-
based offense.

Kotwica completed 

145 of 284 passes for 
2,021 yards and 17 
touchdowns. He also 
carried the ball 132 
times for 455 yards and 
six touchdowns. During 
the season he ended up 
breaking or tying four 
school records, all of 
which had been in place 
for more than a half-cen-
tury and most of which 
had been set by Trojan 
icon Tommy Myers, who 
went on to become an 
All-American quarter-
back at Northwestern 
University and play for 
the Detroit Lions in the 
NFL.

Kotwica tied Myers’ 
record for touchdown 
passes in a game with 
fi ve against Xenia (some-
thing Myers did four 
times in his career), 
passing yards in a game 
with 431 against Butler 
(Myers threw for 376 
against Belmont) and 
the most revered one of 
all, passing yards in a 
season (Myers threw for 
2,009 in 1960).

Kotwica also broke the 
school record for the lon-
gest pass with a 97-yard 
touchdown strike to 
Hayden Jackson, break-
ing the record set by 
Tom Calloway and Rich-
ard Vorpe (94 yards vs. 
Piqua) set in 1963.

All of which is great 
— but ultimately of little 
consequence to Kotwica 
himself. The only num-
bers he cares about are 
the ones that go in the 
win column.

“I really don’t care how 
many yards I pass for — 
I could pass for 80 yards 
this season and would be 
happy if we won games,” 
he said. “That’s all that 
really matters to me.”

Burgbacher still 
remembers the fi rst 
time he met Kotwica in 

the spring of 2015, just 
after he had been named 
Troy’s new head coach. 
He said he knew then he 
had something special at 
quarterback.

“I was still teaching 
up in Fort Loramie, but 
was coming down here 
after school to meet the 
kids,” he said. “I remem-
ber the fi rst time I came 
down, I had arranged 
with (strength) Coach 
(Aaron) Gibbons to 
come into the weight-
room and meet some of 
the kids. When I walked 
in, the fi rst two kids I 
met were Kotwica and 
Jared Bair (who now 
plays football at the Air 
Force Academy).

“My fi rst impression 
of those two kids were, 
‘If all the kids at Troy are 
like these two kids, we 
are going to be in good 
shape.’ Kotwica wanted 
to know about me — 

and asked me a lot of 
questions. It was a big 
thing for him to get to 
know me as a person. It 
was a great conversation 
and he made a very good 
fi rst impression on me.”

Kotwica has an innate 
understanding of how 
much football means to 
the Troy community — 
and how much pressure 
is riding on him to help 
turn the program back 
into a winner. In the 
119-year history of the 
program, the Trojans 
have never had fi ve los-
ing seasons in a row. 
Currently, Troy is sitting 
on four losing seasons 
in a row — something 
that has only happened 
six times in more than a 
century of football.

That’s a lot of history 
and tradition riding in 
large part on his right 
arm — and it’s also a 
challenge he is ready to 

embrace.
“I’m just glad I get to 

go out and play every 
Friday night with my 
brothers,” he said. “We 
want to come out and 
win some games this 
year for the community, 
which has always come 
out and supported us.”

Contact David Fong at dfong@
civitasmedia.com; follow him on 
Twitter @thefong
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Enough is enough
Kotwica hopes to put Trojans back on track

Anthony Weber | Troy Daily News
Hayden Kotwica delivers a pass last season at Troy Memorial 
Stadium.

Photo Courtesy of Lee Woolery | Speedshot Photo
Hayden Kotwica set a school record last season, throwing for 2,021 yards.

Anthony Weber | Troy Daily News
Troy’s Hayden Kotwica runs the ball in for a touchdown last season in Miamisburg.

TROY HIGH
SCHOOL FOOTBALL
8/26 Trotwood 7 p.m.
9/2 Northwest 7 p.m.
9/9 at Bellefontaine 7 p.m.
9/16 at Fairborn 7 p.m.
9/23 Miamisburg 7 p.m.
9/30 Tippecanoe 7 p.m.
10/7 at Butler 7 p.m.
10/14 Sidney 7 p.m.
10/21 at Greenville 7 p.m.
10/28 at Piqua 7 p.m.
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Laying it on the line
By David Fong
dfong@civitasmedia.com

TROY — The record-
setting quarterback — the 
same one who broke school 
marks that had been around 
for nearly 60 years — 
returns.

The top two running 
backs also return.

Five of the top six 
receivers from last season 
are back.

Nearly every shred of 
offensive skill from 2016 
returns for the Troy football 
team this season.

One thing, however, is 
missing.

Troy only returns one 
full-time starting offensive 
lineman from last season. 
And while Troy coach 
Matt Burgbacher feels 
confi dent in the new faces 
along the offensive line this 
year, deep down he knows 
that how fast the Trojans’ 
inexperienced line comes 
together will go a long way 
toward dictating how Troy’s 
entire offense performs this 
season.

“I am cautiously 
optimistic about our 
offensive line,” Burgbacher 
said. “I feel like we have 
the potential to be a very 
good offensive line. We 
feel confi dent in our fi ve 
projected starters. I think 
the thing I probably worry 
about the most is our depth. 
You can never have enough 
offensive linemen.

“We have some young 
guys behind our starters 
who I think can be very 
good — but most of them 
aren’t ready right now. We 
feel like they will be very 
good for us, but they just 
need that experience. So 

we need to stay healthy for 
as long as we can. I guess 
that’s why I would say I’m 
cautiously optimistic — 
staying healthy early is 
going to be be a key for us.”

Anchoring the offensive 
line for the Trojans will be 
the lone holdover from last 
season, senior Travis Hall 
— a 6-foot-4, 300-pound 
road grader who makes 
the move from guard to 
tackle this season. Hall, 
who will be a three-year 
starter, is receiving looks 
from a number of different 
colleges. Joining Hall at the 
other tackle spot will be 
Dylan Sedamn, a 6-foot-4, 
270-pound senior.

Sophomores Gage 
Forsythe and Jesse 
Westmeyer, along with 
seniors Isaac Brown and 
Zach Barnthouse will back 
up Hall and Sedam at the 
tackle spots.

At one guard spot will 
be 5-foot-11, 265-pound 
junior Kameron Block, 
while 6-foot-1, 231-pound 
junior Drew Smith will be at 
the other guard. Both have 
some starting experience, as 
Block started against Butler 
last season, while Smith 
got the starting nod against 
Trotwood-Madison.

Juniors Logan and 
Hubbard and Rase Darrow, 
along with Brown and 
Barnthouse, will provide 
depth at the guard spots.

The starting center 
spot is a three-way race 
between Darrow, a 5-foot-
9, 210-pound junior, 
Hubbard (6-foot-1, 260) and 
Forsythe.

Last season, senior 
quarterback Hayden 
Kotwica completed 145 of 
284 passes for 2,021 yards 

— breaking the school 
single-season record set 
by Tommy Myers in 1960 
— and 17 touchdowns. He 
also set a school record for 
passing yards in a game 
(421 against Butler) and 
the longest pass in school 
history (97 yards to Hayden 
Jackson in the season 
opener against Chaminade 
Julienne). He also carried 
the ball 132 times for 455 
yards and six touchdowns, 
making him the Trojans’ 
second-leading rusher.

All of that is good enough 
to get him the starting job, 
but don’t discount fellow 
senior Andrew Ray, who 
put up prolifi c numbers in 
junior varsity games last 
season.

“We have two very good 
quarterbacks — and Hayden 
knows that,” Burgbacher 
said. “Andrew Ray is an 

outstanding quarterback 
who pushes Kotwica to be 
better every day in practice. 
The good thing is, we know 
if anything were to happen 
to Kotwica — and we 
certainly don’t want that to 
happen — we could put in 
Ray and not have to change 
a thing.”

Senior Marc Scordia 
and sophomore Sam 
Jackson both will see time 
at running back for the 
Trojans. Scordia led the 
Trojans in rushing last year 
with 116 carries for 483 
yards and fi ve touchdowns. 
He also caught 15 passes for 
179 for 179 yards and two 
touchdowns. Jackson saw 
varsity time as a freshman 
last season.

“Those two are going to 
battle it out,” Burgbacher 
said. “They are both 
similar, but different. Sam 

is probably more of a power 
guy. They are both good 
running backs. With Sam, 
you have to remember he’s 
also never going to leave the 
fi eld on defense for us, too.”

Senior Josh Browder and 
sophomore Shane Shoop 
also should see carries out 
of the backfi eld.

The Trojans are loaded 
with options at receiver. 
In the slot will be senior 
Hayden Jackson, who was 
second on the team a year 
ago with 21 catches for 407 
yards and fi ve touchdowns. 
Senior Will Brumfi eld, 
junior Matt McGillivary 
and sophomore Spencer 
Klopfenstein also could 
see time in the slot for the 
Trojans.

Returning at wide 
receiver is junior Zach 
Boyer, a starter since his 
freshman year. Last season 
he caught 27 passes for 342 
yards and two touchdowns. 
At the other receiver 
spot will be junior Sam 
Coleman, who has had a big 
preseason. Seniors Hayata 
Nagata and Zion Taylor 
also will see time at wide 

receiver.
Brumfi eld, Klopfenstein 

and junior John Wehrkamp 
all will play a tight end/h-
back role.

Burgbacher arrived at 
Troy as a wing-t disciple, 
but with the personnel at 
hand, Troy become more of 
a spread offense last season.

Expect that to happen 
again this season.

“By the look of it, we 
are not a wing-t team — 
although we still use a 
lot of wing-t principles in 
our blocking schemes,” 
Burgbacher said. “A lot 
of our formations will be 
single-back, spread. We’ll 
run a lot of what I like to 
call a ‘coast-to-coast offense. 
We’ll run some West Coast 
offense, we’ll steal some 
things from Florida — we’ll 
still do a lot of Midwest 
things. I hate to admit it, 
but we really aren’t a wing-t 
team.”

Contact David Fong at dfong@
civitasmedia.com; follow him on 
Twitter @thefong

Revamped o-line key for Trojans

Anthony Weber | Troy Daily News
Last year’s leading rusher, Marc Scordia (21) returns at running 
back for the Trojans this season.

Photo Courtesy of Lee Woolery | Speedshot Photo 
Hayden Jackson, Troy’s second-leading receiver last year, returns 
for the Trojans this season.

By David Fong
dfong@civitasmedia.com

TROY — The Troy 
football team’s woes on 
defense last season — and 
considering the Trojans 
gave up 442.3 yards per 
game (17th out of 18 
teams in the Greater 
Western Ohio Conference) 
and 32.3 points per game 
(14th in the GWOC), there 
were plenty of them — 
came down to two basic 
things.

Tackling and gas.
The Trojans didn’t do 

a good enough job of the 
former and simply ran out 
of the latter late in games.

“Absolutely, there were a 
few schematical things we 
saw in the offseason that 
we needed to work on,” 
said Trojan head coach 
Matt Burgbacher. “But the 
biggest concerns we had 
on defense last year were 
our tackling and our lack 
of depth. We had too many 
guys going both ways on 
offense and defense last 
year. We just got worn 
down.”

Both issues have been 
addressed to Burgbacher’s 
satisfaction in the 
offseason.

“We really weren’t a 
good tackling team last 
year,” he said. “That’s 
something we’ve really 
been focusing on all during 
the preseason. I think one 
of the biggest differences 
between last year and this 
year is that the players are 
more on our page and less 
on their own page. I think 
last year we still had a lot 
of guys who wanted to do 
their own thing, and it 
showed. This year it seems 
like we’ve got more kids 
buying into our system, 

and I think the defense is 
the biggest benefi ciary of 
that.

“And I do think we ran 
out of gas in some games 
last year because we had 
too many guys going both 
ways — that was defi nitely 
a part of it. With the 
up-tempo offense we run, 
that puts a lot of strain on 
our defense. We won’t have 
as many guys going both 
ways this year. We’ve got 
better depth than we had 
last year.”

Troy’s defense will 
be predicated on its 
linebackers, which returns 
by far the most experience 
of any unit on the 
defensive side of the ball. 
At the outside linebacker 
spots will be senior Will 
Brumfi eld, who will be 
a three-year starter, and 
junior John Wehrkamp, 
who worked his way into a 
starting role last season as 
a sophomore.

“Those two guys won’t 
come off the fi eld … ever,” 
Burgbacher said. “We 
expect them to be leaders 
for us on defense. We want 
them on the fi eld for us as 
much as we can possibly 
have them out there.”

Sophomore Spencer 
Klopfenstein and senior 
Camron Earick will be 
the ups at the outside 
linebacker spots should 
Burgbacher ever decide 
to give Brumfi eld and 
Wehrkamp a rest.

Manning the inside 
linebacker slots for the 
Trojans will be seniors 
Michael Murray and 
Jacob Stewart, both of 
whom will be three-year 
varsity letterwinners. A 
host of players will back 
up Murray and Stewart at 
inside linebacker, including 

juniors Zach Schwausch 
and Keiran Williams and 
sophomores Blake Burton 
and Shane Shoop.

“We are very deep at 
linebacker,” Burgbacher 
said. “We feel really good 
about that.”

Much like Troy’s 
offensive line, however, 
the defensive line is the 
one position group that 
is looking for bodies. 
Still, though, Burgbacher 
said he’ll try to avoid the 
temptation to start players 
on both the offensive and 
defensive lines. Last year, 
most of Troy’s defensive 
linemen also played along 
the offensive line.

Christian Nation, a 
5-foot-10, 235-pound 
junior, will start at nose 
tackle. Junior Joah 
Schricker (6-1, 199) and 
senior Dylan Adams (5-11, 
215) both will start at 
defensive tackle. All three 
are saw signifi cant playing 

time last season. Backing 
them up will be juniors 
Kameron Block and Deven 
Sturgeon, along with 
sophomore Gage Forsythe. 
Of those six, only Block is 
a projected starter on the 
offensive line.

In the defensive 
backfi eld, junior Zach 
Boyer — a starter since 
his freshman year — will 
play at one cornerback, 
while seniors Parker 
Pfenning and Zion Taylor, 
along with junior Derek 
McDonagh, are battling it 
out for the starting spot 
opposite Boyer.

Senior Jacob Anderson 
will start at free safety, 
where he’ll be backed up 
by fellow senior Andrew 
Ray. Sophomore Sam 
Jackson will start at strong 
safety for the Trojans.

“He’s another kid that 
won’t come off the fi eld 
for us,” Burgbacher said of 
Jackson.

Trojans address issues on defense

Anthony Weber | Troy Daily News
Sam Jackson (right) returns at defensive back for the Trojans this 
season.

Photo courtesy of Lee Woolery | Speedshot Photo
Will Brumfield (14) will return for his third season as a starting 
outside linebacker for Troy this season.

On special teams, 
Anderson will handle the 
extra points and fi eld 
goals. Freshman Brayden 
Siler could also help with 
the fi eld goals and extra 
points. Senior Hayden 
Kotwica will take care of 
punts and kickoffs.

“We feel like we are 
much further along 

defensively at this point 
than we were last season,” 
Burgbacher said. “In some 
areas, we actually feel like 
we are further along now 
than we were at the end of 
last season, to be honest.”

Contact David Fong at dfong@
civitasmedia.com; follow him on 
Twitter @thefong
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By Josh Brown
jbrown@civitasmedia.com

TROY — Stephen Jones 
made trips to state a regular 
occurrence over the past 
three seasons for the Troy 
boys cross country team.

Jones fi nished ninth at 
last season’s Division I state 
meet, 24th in 2014 and 
70th in 2013 when he went 
alongside former teammate 
Branden Nosker — who he 
will now run with again at 
Mississippi State University. 
And now a young Trojan 
team, which fi nished ninth 
at district last year, will 
have a completely new look 
going into a much tougher 
Greater Western Ohio 
Conference American North 
Division.

“It’s tough to lose a kid 
like Stephen, who’s done 
so much for the program as 
a runner and as a person,” 

Troy coach Phil Matthews 
said. “The team is going to 
be a lot younger this year. 
We only have two returning 
seniors, and our varsity 
is going to have a whole 
different look to it this 
year.”

Leading that youth 
movement will be a a pair 
of juniors in Andy Smith 
and Adam Falknor, as well 
as a pair of sophomores 
in Seth Plantz and Logan 
Huth.

“Andy will be our top 
runner this year,” Matthews 
said. “He was mid-17s last 
year, and he’s looking to 
make that big jump this 
year. He’ll be in the role of 
team leader.

“Seth was a part-timer 
last year. He bounced back 
and forth between soccer 
and cross country, but he’ll 
be full time this year, and 

Logan was in and out of 
varsity last year.”

Seniors Tim Hanna will 
provide some experience 
and depth, and then 
there’s a large group of 
underclassmen fi ghting for 
the chance to contribute. 
Another senior, Pete 
Sheehan, is injured going 
into the season, and his 
status is unknown.

“We’ve got a large group 
of sophomores vying for 
those last few spots,” 
Matthews said. “Pete, 
unfortunately, he’s been 
injured all summer and 
we’re not sure about his 
outlook for the season. He’s 
been a runner since junior 
high.”

And while the team is 
young and inexperienced, 
they’re also proving to be 
quick learners.

“I think it’s a lot of 

good,” Matthews said. “I’ve 
seen a lot of maturing from 
freshman year to now. 
Some of the sophomores 
are really starting to step 
into a role of leading 
guys, which is good since 
we’re such a young team. 
They’ve stepped up to the 
challenge, and we’re to the 
point where we’re having 
tough practices every 
other day. They’re ready 
to go.”

And with the Greater 
Western Ohio Conference’s 
realignment and additions 
going into the season, 
they’ll need to be.

The Trojans will now 
compete in the newly-
formed American North 
Division, which consists 
of old rivals Butler, Piqua, 
Greenville and Sidney — 
but now also Tippecanoe, 
which won a state 

championship in Division 
II in 2014 and was the 
state runner-up in 2013 
and 2015.

“We always want to 
do well in the GWOC,” 
Matthews said. “With Tipp 
being in there now, it’s a 
large challenge because 
they have a very talented 
team. We’re always looking 
to be in the mix. We’re 
looking at Butler and now 
Tipp, hoping to be in the 
mix with those three. And 
beyond that, we’d like to 
do well at the district meet 
and move on to regional.

“The kids set that 
(regional) as a goal 
themselves. Defi nitely, 
they’re motivated, both 
to improve their own 
personal times and to 
improve as a team. They 
realize that, having 
Stephen leave with a good 

senior class that was both 
good runners and good 
kids, they want to fi ll that 
void.”
Contact Josh Brown at (937) 552-
2132, or follow @TroyDailySports 
on Twitter.
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Trojans’ expectations riding high
By David Fong
dfong@civitasmedia.com

TROY — The Troy girls 
cross country team spent 
its summer camp in the 
greater Sandusky area, 
but a trip to the region’s 
noted amusement park, 
Cedar Point, was not on the 
itinerary.

For this was a business 
trip for the Trojans, an 
opportunity for the team 
to do a little bonding and, 
most important, plan its 
goals for the upcoming 
season.

And besides … if things 
go according to those 
plans, this season will be 
a greater thrill ride than 
any amusement park could 
possibly provide.

“The girls weren’t shy 
about it — they want to 
fi nish in the top three at 
state,” Troy girls cross 
country coach Kevin 
Alexander said. “They have 
set a very high goal for 
themselves.”

On the surface, 
dreaming that big doesn’t 
exactly seem out of order, 
considering the Trojans 
placed fi fth at state last 
season and return nearly 
every runner from that 
squad.

Still, though, if there’s 
one thing Alexander 
learned last year, it’s things 

don’t always go according 
to plan. The Trojans had 
high hopes going into last 
season, but early injuries to 
Rachel Davidson and Emma 
Shigley made it a diffi cult 
journey to the state meet.

“You never know what 
is going to happen,” 
Alexander said. “We had 
Rachel Davidson, a four-
time regional qualifi er, 
and Emma Shigley, an 
individual state qualifi er the 
year before, go down with 

injuries and miss half the 
season. And cross country is 
a little different sport — it’s 
hard to just throw someone 
in there when they’ve 
missed half the season. 
They lose a lot of fi tness.

“We are not an amazing 
program like Centerville 
that has 20 different girls 
that can just fi ll right in if 
someone gets injured. We 
have good depth, but not 
that kind of depth. If we 
have someone get an upper 
respiratory infection or 
sprain their ankle because 
they step on a walnut, that’s 
a problem for us. We have to 
stay healthy.”

But if the Trojans can 
stay healthy all season, 
Alexander knows there’s no 
denying their talent.

Leading the way for 
the Trojans will be junior 
Morgan Gigandet, a two-
time state qualifi er who 
placed fourth at the state 
meet last season and third 
in the 3,200 at last spring’s 
state track and fi eld meet. 
She should be in the mix for 
a run at an individual state 
championship this season.

“She knows what she 
needs to do,” Alexander 
said. “She knows the kids 
that are her caliber — and 
there aren’t many — and 
what their strengths and 
weaknesses are. She knows 

what her own strengths and 
weaknesses are. Morgan 
Gigandet is one of the best 
runners in the state. She’s 
one of the best runners in 
the United States. That’s 
how good she is.”

Alexander also is 
expecting big things from 
Shigley, a junior, who is 
competing at 100 percent 
going into this season. Like 
Gigandet, Shigley is a two-
time state qualifi er.

“Emma Shigley is looking 
really strong,” Alexander 
said. “She looks like she is 
back to her old self. Plus, 
she is so mentally tough.”

Troy’s next three 
runners to start the season 
will be a combination of 
junior Megan Myers and 
sophomores Olivia Tyre 
and Kate Pence, all three 
of whom ran at state last 
season.

“The ‘triplets’ will be vital 
to our team success this 
year,” Alexander said. “All 
three of those girls would 
be the No. 1 runner at most 
other schools and, to be 
honest, most other years 
here. They’ve all improved 
over last year because of 
the work they’ve put in. It’s 
nice to have talent and it’s 
nice to have hard workers 
— but you can have a great 
squad when you’ve got a 
combination of the two.”

Seniors Megan 
Studebaker, Ashley Barr and 
Morgan Peltier will not only 
compete for the Trojans, but 
provide team leadership, 
Alexander said. Studebaker 
ran at state last season.

“Megan got a lot of 
experience running at 
regionals and running at 
state last year,” Alexander 
said. “She really brings a 
lot of maturity to this team. 
She sort of the ‘Mother 
Hen’ of this team. Ashley 
Barr is not just a sprinter 
anymore. She is a cross 
country runner and a 
sprinter. She’s much more 
comfortable as a cross 
country runner this year. 
Morgan Peltier is another 
senior who we expect to 
really contribute to this 
team, as well.”

All of which has 
Alexander feeling confi dent 
going into this season … 
provided everything goes 
according to plan.

“We feel like we’ve got 
all the pieces in place to 
compete at state,” he said. 
“It’s just a matter of keeping 
everybody healthy.”

And if that happens, the 
Trojans could be in for a 
heck of a ride.

Contact David Fong at dfong@
civitasmedia.com; follow him on 
Twitter @thefong
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Troy junior Morgan Gigandet 
hopes to be in the mix for state 
titles — individual and team — 
for the girls cross country team 
this fall.

Troy boys cross country young this year

File photo courtesy Lee Woolery/
Speedshot Photo

Troy’s Andy Smith runs at the 
Troy Invitational last season.

By Josh Brown
jbrown@civitasmedia.com

TROY — Troy 
graduated arguably its best 
all-around volleyball player 
ever, three-time Greater 
Western Ohio Conference 
North Division Player of 
the Year Lauren Freed, in 
the offseason.

If any of the area teams 
that Troy went through on 
its way to an undefeated 
regular season thinks 
the Trojans will be ripe 
for taking vengeance on 
with her gone, though … 
well, they likely won’t be 
surprised at what they 
fi nd.

“We set really high 
goals for our girls every 
year,” Troy coach Michelle 
Owen — who has won 
four straight GWOC North 
Coach of the Year honors 
— said. “This is our 12th 
season we’re starting at 
Troy, and we’ve built a 
super strong program 
that we’re very proud of, 
the girls are very proud 
of, their families are very 
proud of. That success is 
expected of them now, 
and they come in with 
that attitude and work 
ethic. They know the 
expectations.”

Troy went 24-1 last 
season, winning its fourth 
straight GWOC North 
Division championship, 
as well as its second-ever 
GWOC Tournament 
championship — which 
came at a good time, as 
it was the fi nal GWOC 
Tournament to be held. 
The Trojans also won a 
sectional title and went 
to their second straight 
Division I district fi nal, 
fi nishing as the runner-up.

And even with Freed 
graduated, the Trojans 
bring back weapons at 
practically every position.

“Lauren is obviously 
the best player to come 
through since I took over 
the program,” Owen said. 
“She’s got a high level 
of skills and is great at 
multiple aspects of the 
game. She’s going to do 

great things down at the 
College of Charleston. 
I’m super proud of her 
and everything she’s 
accomplished — but 
like we said earlier, the 
girls come in with the 
expectation of what needs 
to be done. We don’t worry 
about who left. The girls 
come in and reload.”

Leading the way is 
senior middle hitter Katie 
DeMeo, who was second 
in the GWOC North in 
kills and blocks last season, 
with sophomore Payton 
Riley backing her up. On 
the outside will be senior 
Miranda Silcott and junior 
Camryn Moeller, who 
stepped in and made a big 
splash early in the season 
while Freed was injured 
last year.

Senior Victoria Holland 
took over the libero role 
late last year and not only 
is solid there, but can 
play offense if needed. 
Senior setter Katie Jackson 
will take the reins of the 
offense with junior Dana 
Wynkoop, who led the 
GWOC North in assists 
last season, out with an 
injury.

Newcomers that will 
contribute to the team 
this season are seniors 
Chloe Johnston, a right-
side hitter, and defensive 
specialist Caroline Pratt, 
junior Kearston Riley, 
sophomores Alexa Holland 
and Gabbi Johnson and 
freshman Lauren Schmitt.

“We’re fi lling those spots 

right in, and we’ve been 
putting a lot of emphasis 
on our ball control in 
practice,” Owen said. 
“With our girls, I tell them 
you have to start with a 
fresh slate. You can’t have 
this ideal in your head or 
pressure on your shoulders 
about what we did last 
year. We just have to take 
each match one at a time.”

And when it comes to 
the new GWOC American 
North Division, there will 
be twice the matches.

Gone is Trotwood and 
only playing each team in 
the division once. Instead, 
Tippecanoe will join Troy, 
Butler, Piqua, Sidney and 
Greenville in the American 
North — which will use 
a home-and-home format, 
with teams playing each 
other twice to decide the 
title.

But that doesn’t change 
Troy’s goals at all.

“With Tipp coming in 
and playing home-and-
homes, it’ll be a little bit 
different this year,” Owen 
said. “But we have the 
same expectations. Our 
goal is to win the GWOC 
American North.”

Contact Josh Brown at (937) 552-
2132, or follow @TroyDailySports 
on Twitter.

Troy volleyball ready to reload

Troy’s Katie DeMeo bumps 
the ball during the Division I 
district final against St. Ursula 
last season at Butler.

CROSS COUNTRY

8/22 at Springboro 
Invitational 6:30 p.m.

8/26 at Moeller Primetime 
7 p.m.

8/27 at Bob Schul 
Invitational 9 a.m.

8/30 Troy Lost Creek 
Invitational 6:30 p.m.

9/3 at Miamisburg 
Invitational (boys only) 9 
a.m.

9/3 at Cedarville 
Invitational (girls only) 
10:50 a.m.

9/7 at Fairborn 5:30 p.m.

9/10 Troy Invitational 5:30 
p.m.

9/13 at Fort Loramie 
Invitational 5:30 p.m.

9/17 at Galion Festival 
3:30 p.m.

9/24 at Centerville Night 
Lights 6:30 p.m.

10/1 at Miami County 
Invitational 9 a.m.

10/5 at Tippecanoe 
Invitational 6:30 p.m.

10/15 at GWOC (at 
Centerville) 10:30 a.m.

10/18 at Yellow Springs 
Invitational 5:15 p.m.

By Josh Brown
jbrown@civitasmedia.com

TROY — For the third 
year in a row, the Troy 
tennis team will have the 
same singles lineup.

That’s a good sign for 
the Trojans — those two 
previous years, they won 
the Greater Western Ohio 
Conference North Division.

And while the division 
looks different this season, 
with Tippecanoe replacing 
Trotwood in the newly-
formed GWOC American 
North Division and a 
new way to decide the 
champions, an experienced 
Troy team is looking to 
remain atop the league.

Those three singles 
players that will help lead 
the Trojans’ efforts, all 
now seniors, are Hannah 
Essick, Maggie Hennessy 
and Ashley Bruns. Essick 
and Hennessy have been 
fi rst and second singles, 
respectively, since they were 
freshmen, while Bruns has 
played third the past two 
seasons. Essick was Player 
of the Year in the North last 
season, while Hennessy and 
Bruns were both second 
team in the North.

“We have the same lineup 
as last year and the year 
before,” Troy coach Mark 
Goldner said. “Those are 
three seniors that have 
earned their spots. They’ve 
been through everything and 
seen everybody in the area. 
I’m hoping all three will just 
have great seniors years.”

Doubles is still a battle 
heading into the season, 
with four players still 
fi guring out the order. 

Sophomores Katie Sherrick 
— who played second 
last season — and Hailey 
Taylor, who is stepping up 
from the JV team, are the 
early favorites to play fi rst 
doubles, with juniors Jackie 
Fulker and Emma Kazmaier 
playing second doubles.

“Katie and Hailey have 
been playing together in 
the summer and in some 
tournament, and they may 
be ahead by a nose right 
now,” Goldner said. “It’s 
close still, but it will work 
itself out soon.

“The girls have been 
working hard. I’m pleased 
with their progress. Most 
of them came to the open 
courts, and we got a lot 
accomplished. Doubles will 
still take some time — only 
one of those girls has been 
through it all last year and 
one is moving up, but all 
four of them are going to be 
learning.”

Things will be both 
wildly different and oddly 
similar when it comes to 
division play this season. 
The GWOC is now split into 

four divisions, with Troy, 
Butler, Greenville, Piqua, 
Sidney and Tippecanoe 
making up the American 
North. Trotwood, which 
Tippecanoe replaced, 
Fairborn, Stebbins, West 
Carrollton and Xenia all 
make up the American 
South — and all of those 
matches will count toward 
the division standings.

“We’ve played most of 
these teams every year 
anyway. Most of them are 
in our sectional,” Goldner 
said. “I think Tippecanoe 
will be a strong addition to 
the league. They’re going 
to have a good team, and 
Butler and Greenville are 
both going to be good. 
Those will be some of the 
stronger teams in the North.

“We’re also playing 
Miamisburg and Springboro, 
who may be the two 
strongest teams in the 
area, as well as Centerville 
and Alter. We’re trying to 
give our girls some tough 
non-league competition 
to get them ready for the 
postseason.”

Contact Josh Brown at (937) 552-
2132, or follow @TroyDailySports 
on Twitter.

Troy tennis looks to defend crown

Anthony Weber/Troy Daily News file 
photos

Troy’s Hannah Essick hits a 
forehand during a sectional 
tournament match last season.

TENNIS
8/16 Tecumseh 4:30 p.m.
8/17 Springboro 4 p.m.
8/18 Northmont 4:30 p.m.
8/22 at Alter 3 p.m.
8/23 at Fairborn 4:30 p.m.
8/25 Stebbins 4:30 p.m.
8/27 at Schroeder 
Invitational 8:30 a.m.
8/29 Milton-Union 4 p.m.
8/30 at Trotwood 4 p.m.
8/31 Centerville 4 p.m.
9/1 West Carrollton 4:30 
p.m.
9/6 Xenia 4:30 p.m.
9/7 at Spring� eld 4:30 p.m.
9/8 at Greenville 4 p.m.
9/13 at Sidney 4 p.m.
9/14 Northridge 4 p.m.
9/20 Tippecanoe 4 p.m.
9/21 at Fairmont 4 p.m.
9/22 at Piqua 4 p.m.
9/26 Butler 4 p.m.
9/28 at Miamisburg 4 p.m.
9/29 at GWOC TBA

VOLLEYBALL
8/23 at Greenville 7 p.m.
8/25 at Sidney 7 p.m.
8/27 Miami East 1 p.m.
8/30 Butler 7 p.m.
9/1 Tippecanoe 7 p.m.
9/6 at Piqua 7 p.m.
9/10 Troy Invitational 9 
a.m.
9/13 at Fairborn 7 p.m.
9/15 Stebbins 7 p.m.
9/20 at Trotwood 7 p.m.
9/22 West Carrollton 7 
p.m.
9/27 Xenia 7 p.m.
9/28 at Beavercreek 7 p.m.
9/29 Greenville 7 p.m.
10/4 Sidney 7 p.m.
10/6 at Butler 7 p.m.
10/8 at Lakota East 11 a.m.
10/11 at Tippecanoe 7 p.m.
10/13 Piqua 7 p.m.
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By Josh Brown
jbrown@civitasmedia.com

TROY — On Senior 
Night last year, the Troy 
boys soccer team said 
farewell to large senior 
class — 12 players.

While the team lost a lot 
of experienced players in 
the offseason, though, it’s 
still bringing back plenty.

And though the Trojans 
have nine seniors back 
off of last year’s team and 
11 total this season, Troy 
boys soccer coach Richard 
Phillips knows that the key 
to success this year will 
be getting those players 
working in concert with the 
younger talent.

“We’ve got quite a few 
seniors this year. It’s just 
a matter of getting those 
guys mixed in with the 
new guys we have coming 
in,” he said. “All of those 
seniors didn’t start last 
year, but we do have a 
veteran group coming back. 
We’re trying to get those 
guys working with the 
younger guys, and it takes 

time. We’re still working 
on it.”

Among the graduates 
off of last year’s team were 
midfi elder Mitchell Evans, 
who missed the 2015 
season with an injury, and 
goalkeeper Alex Williams, 
who went on to play at 
Wright State. That team 
went 12-5 overall and 3-2 in 
the Greater Western Ohio 
Conference North Division, 
with Butler winning the 
title and Sidney fi nishing 
second.

The Trojans do, however, 
return a lot of their offense 
from last season, including 
leading scorer Grant 
Holland. The senior had 
17 goals and 10 assists 
last year and was third 
in the GWOC North in 
total points. Also back 
in that senior group are 
Brandon Lewis, Peyton 
Hampton, Ben Schreiber, 
Luke Johnson, Collin 
Hubbell, Henry Shaneyfelt, 
Tyler Mauk and Derrin 
McCormick.

The two new seniors to 

varsity are Troy Breisch 
— who will be the new 
goalkeeper — and Connor 
Lewis.

The Trojans also have 
one junior in Elijah Sadler, 
one freshman in Tareece 
Sherman and a big crop 
of sophomores in Bailey 
Webb, Alex Bridge, Joey 
Sheehan, Connor Hubbell 
and Shane Perdue.

“Getting contributions 
from our younger 

players will be critical 
this year,” Phillips said. 
“Communication is a big 
part of it, but trust is also. 
Trusting each other will 
be a big part of it this year. 
We’re working on parts of 
our game, like our passing 
and our possession, but 
we have to trust each 
other. Sometimes the older 
players think they can do 
everything, but they’ve got 
to realize that the younger 
players can do it, too.

“We’re not going to 
replace the quality that left 
us. But these kids coming 
in believe in each other. 
That’s a big part of it — 
believing in each other, and 
believing in the team.”

The faces on the team 
aren’t the only thing that’s 
different this year, though.

The GWOC itself has 
gone through a massive 
overhaul, adding new teams 
and realigning its divisions. 
Troy will now play in the 
newly-formed American 
North, which is largely 
the same with old rivals 

Butler, Sidney, Piqua and 
Greenville in the division. 
But gone is Trotwood — 
which only ever won one 
game in North Division 
play — and the Rams have 
been replaced by area 
powerhouse Tippecanoe.

“The division has 
a new look, and it’s a 
much tougher division 
now with the addition of 
Tippecanoe,” Phillips said. 
“They’re a quality program 
and a quality team. With 
Butler and Tippecanoe to 
our south and Sidney to 
our north, the division is a 
lot tougher now.”

The Red Devils will be 
an immediate contender for 
the division title, with Troy, 
Butler and Sidney having 
battled it out for the lead 
in the past decade. And 
the Trojans are hoping to 
contend, as well.

“We want to establish 
ourselves in the division. 
We want to be competitive 
in the new North and 
ultimately to win the 
GWOC North,” Phillips 
said. “As the season 
progresses, we can take a 
look at where we are and 
reevaluate. But it comes 

down to how we play night 
after night, to keeping 
everyone healthy and to 
improving match after 
match.”

Contact Josh Brown at (937) 552-
2132, or follow @TroyDailySports 
on Twitter.

By David Fong
dfong@civitasmedia.com

TROY — Last May, Troy 
girls soccer coach Michael 
Rasey watched most of his 
team from the previous 
fall walk across the stage 
during Troy High School’s 
commencement ceremonies.

That day, Rasey found 
this year’s mantra and 
motivation for his team.

“We graduated eight 
seniors — three of whom 
went on to play in college,” 
Rasey said. “Less than 
half of our roster has 
any signifi cant varsity 
experience. But we knew 
who we are — it’s a matter 
of going out and proving 
our doubters wrong. We 
know there are a lot of 
people who think we don’t 
have much of a chance, and 
that serves as motivation 
for us.”

The one area where 
the Trojans don’t lack 
experience is on defense. 
Senior defender Bailey Hess 

is a three-year letterwinner 
and a second-team All-
Greater Western Ohio 
Conference North Division 
selection last season. She’ll 
be joined by senior Meghan 
Fiessinger, who lettered 
last season, and Lily 
Clouser, who started nearly 
every game last year as a 
freshman.

Sophomore Josalyn 
Abams and freshman 
Audrey Brumfi eld will be 
the two newcomers to the 
defense.

“We do have a lot of 
experience on defense,” 
Rasey said. “Bailey Hess is 
a strong, physical presence 
that we expect to be a 
stabilizing force for us in 
the back.”

Returning at goalkeeper 
is senior Arianna Garcia, 
who will be a four-year 
letterwinner. She was a 
second-team All-GWOC 
North selection last year. 
Junior Molly Miller also 
will see plenty of time in 

goal. Both will play the fi eld 
when the other is in goal, 
as well.

The Trojans lost most of 
their offensive fi repower 
from last season, as the top 
seven scorers from 2015 
have since moved on.

Sophomore Ciena Miller 
saw some varsity playing 
time last year, but likely will 
have a greatly expanded 
role at forward this season. 
Senior Carly McGuirk also 
will play forward for the 
Trojans, as will Garcia.

“Ciena Miller is one of 
our most improved offensive 
weapons,” Rasey said.

Junior Hannah Widener 
and sophomore Kenzie 
Evans return to anchor the 
Trojans at center midfi eld. 
Junior Olivia Westfall 
will move from center 
midfi eld to outside midfi eld, 
where she’ll be joined by 
seniors Katie Minesinger 
and Holland Lively, 
junior Sydney Short and 
sophomore Megan Malott.

The number of faces on 
the roster won’t be the only 
new things for the Trojans, 
however. Their division 
will undergo a dramatic 
overhaul as Trotwood — 
which Troy has never lost to 
in school history — moves 
to the American South 
Division, to be replaced by 
Tippecanoe, a perennial 
regional qualifi er in recent 
years.

“The landscape of the 
North has changed,” Rasey 
said. “Tippecanoe has been 
a true juggernaut the past 
few years. And you still 
have Butler, the defending 
champs, who returned most 
of their team.”

Still, though, Rasey likes 
what he has seen from his 
own team so far in the 
preseason.

“The girls are working 

really hard this summer and 
making progress,” he said. 
“The last few weeks we’ve 
been telling them, ‘Sooner 
or later we’ve got to fi gure 
things out’ — well, later is 
now.”

Contact David Fong at dfong@
civitasmedia.com; follow him on 
Twitter @thefong
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Trojans lacking in experience, not motivation

Photos Courtesy of Lee Wooolery | Speedshot Photo
Senior Arianna Garcia returns at goalkeeper for the Troy girls 
soccer team this season.

Troy boys looking for right mix

File photos courtesy Lee Woolery/
Speedshot Photo

Troy’s Grant Holland gets past 
a Tecumseh defender during a 
game last season.

GIRLS SOCCER
8/22 Wayne 7:15 p.m.
8/27 at Fairborn 7:15 p.m.
8/29 at Springboro 7:15 
p.m.
8/31 Stebbins 7:15 p.m.
9/3 West Carrollton 1 p.m.
9/7 at Trotwood 7 p.m.
9/14 Xenia 7:15 p.m.
9/17 Northmont 7 p.m.
9/22 at Greenville 6 p.m.
9/24 at Sidney 7:15 p.m.
9/28 Butler 7 p.m.
10/3 at Beavercreek 7:15 
p.m.
10/5 Tippecanoe 7:15 p.m.
10/8 Centerville 7:15 p.m.
10/10 at Miamisburg 7:15 
p.m.
10/12 at Piqua 7:15 p.m.

By Josh Brown
jbrown@civitasmedia.com

MIAMI COUNTY — The 
Greater Western Ohio Conference 
may have a new look this year.

But the Troy boys golf team will 
boast plenty of familiar faces.

Even after graduating state 
qualifi er Troy Moore, the Trojans’ 
top six golfers entering the fall 
season all saw varsity time last 
year, with fi ve of them being 
regular starters at times, if not 
all year. And with all of that 
experience coming back, Troy 
is once again looking to earn a 
place atop the division — even if 
it’s called the GWOC American 
North Division and has a slightly 
different lineup of teams.

“I’m real happy with this year’s 
group. This is a good group of 
kids that has played a lot of golf,” 
Troy coach Mark Evilsizor said. 
“There will be no excuses so far as 
experience is concerned this year.”

And a lot of that experience 
will come from one of the team’s 
younger stars in sophomore 
Holden Scribner.

“We expect big things from 
Holden this year,” Evilsizor 
said. “He’ll be our No. 1. As far 
as tournament play goes, he’s 
probably our most experienced 
golfer.”

During his freshman season last 
year, Scribner showed some of 

that tournament experience, too, 
winning the Hadley Fall Classic 
at Weatherwax Golf Course by 
shooting a 1-under-par 71, drilling 
two eagles in the process. A few 
weeks later, he shot a 77 there 
at the district tournament and 
narrowly missed a chance to join 
teammate Moore at state.

Junior Nate Uhlenbrock also 
brings back plenty of experience 
this season, and Evilsizor and 
company have lofty expectations 
for him, as well.

“Nate will be a three-year 
starter for us this season,” 
Evilsizor said. “He’s started for me 
since he was a freshman, and we 

expect big things from him, too.”
From there, the Trojans have a 

group of four seniors that all have 
experience on varsity, particularly 
last season, in Austin Rank, Ryan 
McClurg, Keaton Pfeiffer and Jack 
Johnston.

“Austin, Ryan and Keaton 
played quite a bit of varsity for 
us last year,” Evilsizor said. “And 
Jack played up with us in one 
match. This senior class is my fi rst 
class from my fi rst year, when I 
started coaching here four years 
ago. It’s a really neat group, and 
they’ve all played together since 
they were freshman.

“Maybe I’ve been fortunate to 
have, or they’ve been unfortunate 
enough to play behind some 
really great golfers over the past 
few years, guys like Troy Moore 
and Connor Super and Dalton 
Cascaden. That maybe explains 
why some of these guys aren’t 
three- or four-year starters. But 
this is their chance to be the 
leaders this season.”

And while that lineup seems 
rock solid, there are still younger 
players that are hungry for an 
opportunity, as well.

“Last year, we played 10 guys 
on varsity. To be honest, I don’t 
expect to do that this year,” 
Evilsizor said. “But we have six 
guys on JV — with fi ve of those 
six being sophomores, and the 

other Zach Uhlenbrock, Nate’s 
freshman younger brother — and 
if anyone catches fi re, I’m going 
to play my best six guys on that 
given day. I make no guarantees, 
but that’s the nice thing about golf. 
It’s cut and dry who’s playing well 
and who’s not. It’s not a matter of 
the coach’s opinion. The numbers 
are right there.”

And while the American North 
Division is only different by 
adding one team — Tippecanoe 
— the Trojans will still be looking 
to compete with traditional foe 
Butler for the title.

“We’re very familiar with 
Tippecanoe already, play them 
once or twice a year. So that 
won’t be a big adjustment,” 
Evilsizor said. “But the cream of 
the crop is still Butler. They only 
lost one guy, and all four scores 
that counted when we played 
head-to-head are returning for 
them. They’re the group we’re 
eyeing right now.”

But the format for deciding the 
title is slightly different — those 
head-to-head division matches 
won’t count towards it. only 
the Pre- and Postseason GWOC 
Tournaments will.

“That puts a big emphasis on 
Friday for us,” said Evilsizor, 
referring to the Preseason GWOC 
Tournament at Beechwood in 
three days. “And of course, we’ll 
want to be playing well at the end 
of the season for the Post. We’ve 
got a good team, too, and even 
though we want to be better than 

Butler every time we see them, 
we need to focus on beating them 
on two days in particular.”

Contact Josh Brown at (937) 552-2132, or 
follow @TroyDailySports on Twitter.

Troy boys golf takes aim at new GWOC

Troy’s Holden Scribner tees off during a 
match last season.

New varsity lineup for Troy girls golf
By Josh Brown
jbrown@civitasmedia.com

MIAMI COUNTY — An 
all-senior lineup has its 
pros and cons.

Last year, the Troy girls 
golf team rode the strength 
of its seven seniors — 
including the top four 
scorers in the Greater 
Western Ohio Conference 
North Division — to a 
division championship 
under fi rst-year coach Matt 
Wibbeler.

Now, that leaves the 
Trojans looking to replace 
its entire varsity lineup 
from last season, with 
an entire cast of brand 
new characters trying to 
fi nd their way on the golf 
course and their place 
in the new-look GWOC 
American North Division.

“Last year, we won the 
GWOC North. We had a 
really experienced team, 

and the girls played really 
well,” Wibbeler said. “From 
a coaching standpoint, 
they taught me a lot so 
far as the routines we go 
through in the GWOC.

“This year, we’re hoping 
to improve from week to 
week. That’s a good goal 
for us. (Wednesday’s) 
scrimmage (the Covington 
Eagles Lady Bucc Pink 
Out) was the fi rst real 
varsity experience for 
everyone. It’s going to be 
a real learning experience 
for everyone, but as 
long as we’re improving 
every week, I’d call that a 
successful season.”

That new lineup consists 
of all underclassmen, as 
well, with three juniors 
and three seniors. 
Carrigan Browning, 
Madison Stookey and 
Hannah Simister make 
up the junior class, 

while Megan Sawcheck, 
Sydney Langenkamp and 
Riley Johnson are the 
sophomores.

At Echo Hills 
Wednesday, all six shot 
100-plus rounds, with 
no one player claiming 
leadership of the team yet. 
And while that may take a 
while to come, the Trojans’ 
focus on fundamentals will 
benefi t every member of 
the roster.

“Last year was the fi rst 
year golfi ng for most of 
them,” Wibbeler said. 
“They learned a lot and 
improved. Now this year, 
hopefully we can keep 
improving on our swings 
and control. We need to 
improve on the mental 
aspect of the game, too, so 
far as knowing where to 
cut strokes on the course 
and general management.”

And with the addition 

BOYS SOCCER
8/20 at Wayne 7 p.m.
8/23 Bellefontaine 7:15 
p.m.
8/25 at Northmont 7:15 
p.m.
8/30 Fairborn (at 
Ferguson Field) 7:15 p.m.
9/1 at Stebbins 7:15 p.m.
9/6 Trotwood 7:15 p.m.
9/8 at West Carrollton 7:15 
p.m.
9/13 at Xenia 7:15 p.m.
9/15 Greenville 7:15 p.m.
9/20 Sidney 7:15 p.m.
9/24 Lebanon 7:15 p.m.
9/27 at Butler 7:15 p.m.
9/29 Spring� eld 7:15 p.m.
10/4 at Tippecanoe 7:15 
p.m.
10/8 at Tecumseh 7:15 
p.m.
10/11 Piqua 7:15 p.m.

GIRLS GOLF
8/3 at Covington Pink Out 8 
a.m.
8/5 at Pre-GWOC 1:30 p.m.
8/8 at Wayne 4 p.m.
8/9 Butler (at Miami Shores) 
11 a.m.
8/10 at Miamisburg 2:30 p.m.
8/11 at Versailles Invitational 
8:30 a.m.
8/16 at Fairborn Invitational 
8 a.m.
8/22 at West Carrollton 2:30 
p.m.
8/24 at Greenville 3:30 p.m.
8/31 at Northmont 3:30 p.m.
9/6 at Fairmont 4:15 p.m.
9/7 Kenton Ridge (at Miami 
Shores) 4:30 p.m.
9/13 at Butler 4:15 p.m.
9/14 Miamisburg (at Miami 
Shores) 3:30 p.m.
9/19 at Miami East 4 p.m.
9/21 Beavercreek (at Miami 
Shores) 4 p.m.
9/27 CJ (at Miami Shores) 
4:30 p.m.
9/28 at Post-GWOC 8:30 a.m.

of Tippecanoe into the 
division, now named the 
GWOC American North, the 
Trojans will begin the work 
that it will take to remain 
on top.

“Based on our scores 
Wednesday, losing those 
seniors and the inexperience 
we have, it’s going to take 
some time to get back 
to being competitive at 
the top of the division,” 
Wibbeler said. “Do we have 
the potential to get there? 
Possibly. But having the 

Pre-GWOC a week into 
the season makes it a little 
tough to improve and set a 
standard for the year right 
away.

“I think, if we improve the 
way I think we will, we’ll be 
in the middle of the pack in 
the North, and for us where 
we end up fi nishing will be 
about we play on any given 
day.

Contact Josh Brown at (937) 552-
2132, or follow @TroyDailySports 
on Twitter.

BOYS GOLF
8/5 at Pre-GWOC 8:30 a.m.
8/8 at Homan Invitational 10:30 
a.m.
8/9 at Urbana Invitational 8:30 
a.m.
8/11 at Greenville Invitational 9 
a.m.
8/15 Troy Invitational (at Troy 
CC) noon
8/16 at Northmont 4 p.m.
8/18 Greenville (at Miami 
Shores) 3:30 p.m.
8/22 at Centerville Black 4 p.m.
8/23 Sidney (at Miami Shores) 
3:30 p.m.
8/29 at Northmont/CJ 3:45 p.m.
8/30 at Butler 4 p.m.
9/6 at Firebird Invitational 9 a.m.
9/10 at Spring� eld Invitational 
noon
9/13 Piqua (at Miami Shores) 
3:30 p.m.
9/19 Tippecanoe (at TCC) 3:30 
p.m.
9/20 at CJ 3:30 p.m.
9/22 at Tippecanoe 3:30 p.m.
9/27 at Springboro/Wayne 4 
p.m.
9/29 at Post-GWOC 8:30 a.m.
10/1 at Butler Invitational 11 a.m.



2016 FOOTBALL Troy Daily News6    Thursday, August 25, 2016

By Josh Brown
jbrown@civitasmedia.com

TIPP CITY — Last year 
could have been a year of 
big changes for Tippecanoe 
football.

This year could be even 
bigger changes.

But even though last 
season was the fi rst in 26 
years that long-time coach 
Charlie Burgbacher was 
not at the helm. He left 
after 26 years to join his 
son, Troy head coach Matt 
Burgbacher, at Troy as 
defensive coordinator. But 
assistant coach Joel Derge 
took over, guiding the Red 
Devils to one fi nal outright 
Central Buckeye Conference 
Kenton Trail Division 
championship, as well as an 
11th straight playoff berth.

Now, though, the Devils 
will bring Tippecanoe 
football to the Greater 
Western Ohio Conference, 
joining the newly-formed 
American North Division 
with the Burgbachers’ 
Trojans, along with Piqua, 
Greenville, Butler and 
Sidney.

“It was still Tipp 
football,” Derge said. “My 
mentor has taught me a lot 
about the game and how to 
do what Charlie had done 
here previously. I was just 
trying to keep it rolling. 
That was one of the reasons 
why I took the job, to help 
the program from within. 
We fi nished the year 10-2, 

won the CBC Kenton Trail, 
the conference, played 
Piqua in Week 11 and 
Trotwood in Week 12.

“We saw three GWOC 
opponents last year and 
scrimmaged a couple, so 
we’re ready to make that 
transition. The guys are 
ready to prove themselves. 
We’ve worked hard this 
summer, and the guys are 
ready to get after it.”

And though the Devils 
graduated a senior class that 
won four playoff games total 
— more than any other 
class in school history — 
they still are bringing back a 
number of players that have 
been in the program for 
those four victories.

Senior quarterback Aaron 
Hughes returns to lead the 

offense behind a new-look 
offensive line, with senior 
Grant Carlson anchoring 
the line. Carlson will be 
joined on the line by both 
senior Isaac Haas and junior 
Matt Garber.

“Aaron is a very good 
player,” Derge said. “It’s 
his senior year, and he’ll 
be leading the team on the 
offensive side of the ball. 
Grant is a hard worker. 
He was only a defensive 
lineman last year, but this 
year he’ll play both sides. 
Isaac’s a big kid, plays hard. 
And Matt got a lot of varsity 
time last year, and we’re 
expecting big things out of 
him.”

The Devils graduated 
its top three rushers from 
last season, including 

1,000-yard rusher Jakob 
Prall and 700-yard rusher 
Cameron Gibbs. But junior 
Cole Barhorst — who had 
an 80-plus-yard touchdown 
run in Tippecanoe’s playoff 
victory over Piqua, returns, 
as does senior Austin Subler 
and Quentin Williams. Clay 
Barhorst also got a handful 
of varsity carries last 
season, and Niles Anderson 
will get some touches, as 
well.

“We usually try to fi nd 
fi ve guys to fi ll those three 
spots,” Derge said. “Cole 
and Austin will rotate at 
fullback, and they do a 
great job. The other three 
guys will play wing back, 
and those are the guys we 
expect to carry the load. All 
fi ve guys on the offensive 
line are brand new, though, 
so the line is a work in 
progress.”

Subler will be another 
two-way player, as he is one 
of few returning starters on 
defense. He was second on 
the team in tackles last year, 
with fellow returning senior 
Cade Rogers — who will be 
back at safety and was the 
CBC Kenton Trail leader in 
tackles last season.

“Cade was all-district last 
year and led the team in 
tackles,” Derge said. “And 
Austin was second on the 
team in tackles. We expect a 
lot out of those guys.”

Actually, Derge expects 
fi ve things out of all of his 

players each week on game 
night.

“We still want to do fi ve 
things every Friday night,” 
Derge said. “We want to run 
the football, we want to stop 
the run, we want to play 
solid special teams, win the 
turnover battle and have no 
dumb penalties.

“It doesn’t matter what 
conference you’re in — 
you’ve got to do what you 
do well. We want to go out 
and play Tipp City Red 
Devil football. We know 
we’ll face some different 
adversity this season, as the 
talent and coaching is a bit 
better in the GWOC. But 
hopefully the guys can step 
it up.”

They’ll certainly need to.
The Devils are already 

familiar with two of its new 
divisional rivals, having 
played Greenville for years 
and defeated Piqua in a 
fi rst-round playoff game 
last season. Tippecanoe’s 
season came to an end at 
the hands of Trotwood, 
which it effectively replaced 
in the division after 
the Rams moved to the 
American South. Butler 
won the division last year, 
capitalizing on back-to-
back Trotwood losses to 
Troy and Piqua. Sidney 
was also a much-improved 
team last season, while 
Greenville graduated its star 
quarterback.

“We defi nitely want to be 
competing for a league title, 
but we also respect what the 
other teams have done in 
the past,” Derge said. “I’ve 

studied football in the area 
over the last 20 years, and 
this league has always been 
very competitive. Piqua and 
Sidney both have talented 
teams and Troy has a great 
quarterback.

“Butler is the defending 
champ. It lost a lot, but 
it’s still the champ until 
someone knocks it off. Even 
Greenville’s played us tight 
the last couple of years. 
Every team in the league 
has a legit shot. This year, 
it’s anybody’s game.”

And as for the upcoming 
matchup with the Devils’ 
old coach?

“I thank Charlie every 
day for what he did for 
this program, for this 
community. He’s been in 
and out of these doors for 
26 years. I imagine it’ll be 
emotional for him,” Derge 
said. “We look forward to 
having a friendly rivalry 
with Troy.”

Contact Josh Brown at (937) 552-
2132, or follow @TroyDailySports 
on Twitter.
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Tipp football ready for big move

Anthony Weber/Troy Daily News file
Tippecanoe’s Cole Barhorst breaks a tackle against Stebbins 
during a game last season.

By Josh Brown
jbrown@civitasmedia.com

TIPP CITY — Last 
season, Tippecanoe’s girls 
cross country team fi nished 
second in the state.

With all fi ve of the girls 
that fi gured into that 
scoring back this season, 
the Red Devils are looking 
to do even better.

Tippecanoe coach Byron 
Kimmel expects the girls 
team to be the top-ranked 
team in the state once the 
season begins — and with 
good reason. The Devils 
only graduated one athlete 
that ran at last year’s 
Division II state meet, 
where Tippecanoe fi nished 
second only to Lexington, 
which graduated two of 
its top-10 fi nishers from 
that meet. And with the 
experience coming back, 
as well as young talent, the 
Devils expect to be one of 
the top teams in the state 
not only this season, but for 
the foreseeable future, too.

“The girls team should be 
the preseason No. 1 and is 
even better than last year’s 
squad,” Kimmel said. “The 
team features seven of the 
top eight runners from 
last year’s state runner-up 
team.”

Senior Abbi Halsey 
will provide the veteran 
leadership in the front of 
a strong pack, one that 
includes the sophomore duo 
of Kaili Titley and Katie 
Taylor — both of whom 
led the Devils at the state 
tournament, fi nishing 27th 
and 39th, respectively. 
Juniors Laura Fink and 
MaKenzie Dietz and 
sophomores Stephanie Fink 
and Jillian Brown round out 
a strong fi eld, with senior 
Bekah Shininger, junior 
Allison Mader, sophomore 
Caley DeHass and freshman 
Katie Reeder adding depth 
to the squad.

The Devils will also prove 
to be a formidable addition 
to the Greater Western Ohio 
Conference, joining the 
American North Division — 
where Miami County rival 
Troy and Butler have battled 
for supremacy in recent 
years. Troy fi nished fi fth 
at the D-I state meet last 
season, and the competition 
between the Trojans and 
Devils should make for an 
entertaining introduction 
to the GWOC for the Red 
Devils.

* Boys Cross County
The Tippecanoe boys 

cross country team 
graduated four of the fi ve 
runners that scored at last 
year’s Division II state 
meet — but after fi nishing 

either fi rst or second for the 
past three seasons, the Red 
Devils will look to continue 
their postseason fortunes.

“The boys are looking 
to reload after a three-
year run that included 
three consecutive regional 
championships, two state 
runner-up fi nished in 
2013 and 2015 and a state 
championship in 2014,” 
Tippecanoe coach Byron 
Kimmel said. “The boys will 
be much better than people 
think. I’m excited about the 
young talent we have — it 
reminds me quite a bit of 
the 2013 team.”

Seniors Keenan Fraylick 
and Michael Stearns give 
the Devils experience and 
leadership, while the rest 
of the lineup packed with 
potential — senior Ben 
Jans, junior Ethan Sinning 
and sophomores Noah 
Ballard, Ethan Heitkamp, 
Matthew Poynter and 
Andrew Doviak. A strong 
freshman class is also 
coming up, led by Bryce 
Conley, Austin Rogers and 
Brenan Larned.

“In 2013, everyone 
thought we would be 
average after losing 
Wharton, Koch and 
Andrews,” Kimmel said. 
“We ended up having 
sophomores really develop 
and got second at state. 
Will this team be that good? 
We’ll have to see.”

* Volleyball
After winning a Division 

II district title last season, 
the Tippecanoe volleyball 

Devils seek success in GWOC and beyond

File photo courtesy Lee Woolery/Speedshot Photo
Tippecanoe’s Abbi Halsey (left) and Katie Taylor compete at the 
Miami County Championships last season at Milton-Union.

team will move to the 
Greater Western Ohio 
Conference this season — 
but with a strong group of 
returners leading the way, 
the Red Devils will look to 
compete right away.

Seniors Taylor Prall and 
Emily Shuk lead the way 
up the middle, providing 
solid offense and blocking. 
Junior Natalie Seeman and 
fi rst-year varsity player 
sophomore Brooke Aselage 
will aid the attack on the 
outside, with junior Anna 
Gilliam and sophomore 
Isabel Crow battling for 
setting duties, as well as 
junior Audrey Trick and 
freshman Abby Hughes 
vying for the libero spot.

“This is our fi rst year in 
the GWOC, and I would 
think that on paper, Troy is 
the favorite in the American 
North Division,” fourth-
year Tippecanoe coach 
Howard Garcia said. “I 
expect us to contend and 
give them a good fi ght. Our 
team goal is to maintain 
and improve our current 
program standards, get 
better with our ball control 
and do better than last 
season — which means 
win the league, go farther 
than the regional semi, do 
better than 20 wins … and 
consequently see where that 
takes us.”

* Girls Soccer
Tippecanoe’s girls soccer 

team went into last season 
with big expectations but 
was upset in the Division 
II sectional tournament. 
This year, fi fth-year coach 
Brandon Baker hopes 
to guide the Red Devils 
through their fi rst season in 
the Greater Western Ohio 
Conference and back to the 
regional tournament.

Juniors Lauren Lester 
— who had 10 goals and 
two assists — and Lexi 
Polanski both return to 
lead the offense up front 
this year, with seniors Katie 
Kramer and Amanda Sauls 
providing experience in 

the midfi eld. Junior Claire 
Hinkle had 12 shutouts 
in 18 games in goal last 
season, while seniors Emily 
and Abby Walker and junior 
Lauren Weimer will anchor 
the defense.

“We’re going into the 
GWOC this year, and I feel 
like that’s a good thing for 
us,” Baker said. “I see us 
fi ghting for a league title in 
year one. We have played 
a lot of the teams in the 
GWOC already in the past. 
We lost fi ve key players 
from last year’s 14-1-3 team, 
but I feel that the girls 
we bring up will fi ll the 
openings we need to have 
another great year.”

* Tennis
Tippecanoe left the 

Central Buckeye Conference 
a champion last year.

Now a veteran Red Devil 
team — one that boasts 
three district qualifi ers from 
last season — wants to 
make a splash in the Greater 
Western Ohio Conference.

“Our team is certainly a 
veteran one this year — one 
that is motivated, tested 
and that wants to get back 
to the top of the conference 
after winning the CBC last 
year,” Tippecanoe coach 
Kaci Matthews, who is 
entering her third year with 
the team, said. “All of our 
girls have worked hard in 
the offseason and believe 
that they have something 
to prove moving into the 
GWOC this year.”

Kennedy Reeder is one of 
those district qualifi ers and 
will return at fi rst singles 
this year, while four-year 
player senior Ladia Coning 
will be at second singles. 
Juniors Jordan Jones or 
Sophia McDowell — who 
both went to district last 
year, as well — will play 
at third singles, while the 
other will team with senior 
Alyssa Stewart at fi rst 
doubles. And at second 
doubles, senior Anna 
Kueterman and sophomore 
Claire Wint will round out 
the lineup.

“I’m excited to coach such 
an extremely motivated, 
talented and overall good 
group of girls who know 
that their fi rst priority is 
to be a student and then 
an athlete,” Matthews said. 
“We hope to make the 
community of Tipp City 
proud, not just by how we 
do on the tennis court, 
but also how we present 
ourselves in the community 
and the classroom.”

* Girls Golf
Entering the season, 

Tippecanoe has advanced 
past the sectional 
tournament 14 straight 
seasons.

But after graduating three 
key seniors from last year’s 
team — who all went to the 
state tournament as a team 
twice in their careers — the 
Red Devils will be leaning 
on its two experienced 
players to get to district for 
a 15th consecutive time as 
they play their fi rst season 
in the Greater Western Ohio 
Conference.

Juniors Taylor 

Hudson and Lydia 
Stueve, who played in 
the state tournament as 
freshmen, will return 
to lead the squad, with 
Addi Richardson, Mandi 
Kreinbrink, Ashlyn Herzog 
and Jessica Goodson joining 
the team.

“Taylor and Lydia are 
going to have to play well 
for us to be competitive, 
and the other girls are going 

to have to keep improving,” 
Tippecanoe coach Scott 
Murray said. “But they’re 
going to get better all 
season, and it’s been fun 
working with them. We’re 
trying to get back to playing 
at the level we need to play 
at to get back to district for 
the 15th straight year.”
Contact Josh Brown at (937) 552-
2132, or follow @TroyDailySports 
on Twitter.

BOYS GOLF
8/5 Pre-GWOC 8:30 a.m.
8/8 at Homan Memorial TBA
8/9 at Urbana Invitational 
8:30 a.m.
8/10 at Miamisburg 
Invitational 8:30 a.m.
8/11 at Greenville 
Invitational 9 a.m.
8/15 at Troy 4 p.m.
8/18 West Carrollton 2 p.m.
8/19 at Xenia 4 p.m.
8/24 at Miamisburg 4 p.m.
8/29 at Stebbins 4 p.m.
9/6 at Firebird Invitational 
TBA
9/8 at Greenville 4 p.m.
9/10 at Shawnee 1 p.m.
9/15 Miamisburg 4 p.m.
9/19 at Troy 4 p.m.
9/20 Northmont/Greenville 
4 p.m.
9/22 Troy 4 p.m.
9/27 Stebbins/Sidney 4 
p.m.
9/29 at Post-GWOC 8:30 
a.m.
10/1 at Butler 11 a.m.

GIRLS GOLF
8/3 at Covington Invitational 
8 a.m.
8/5 at Pre-GWOC 1:30 p.m.
8/8 at Lady Trojan 
Invitational 9 a.m.
8/10 at Miamisburg 2:30 
p.m.
8/11 at Versailles 8:30 a.m.
8/15 at Carroll 1 p.m.
8/17 at West Carrollton 3:30 
p.m.
8/18 Urbana 6 p.m.
8/23 Kenton Ridge 6 p.m.
8/27 Miami East 8:30 a.m.
9/2 West Carrollton 4 p.m.
9/3 at LCC Invitational 9 
a.m.
9/6 at Bellefontaine 4:30 
p.m.
9/13 Fort Loramie 5 p.m.
9/15 at CJ 4 p.m.
9/17 at Shawnee 1 p.m.
9/19 Miami East 4 p.m.
9/28 at Post-GWOC 8:30 
a.m.

BOYS SOCCER
8/20 at Oakwood 7 p.m.
8/23 at Xenia 7 p.m.
8/27 Northmont 7 p.m.
8/31 at Fairborn 7 p.m.
9/6 Stebbins 7 p.m.
9/8 at Trotwood 7 p.m.
9/13 West Carrollton 7 p.m.
9/15 at Sidney 7 p.m.
9/17 at Indian Hill 3 p.m.
9/20 Piqua 7 p.m.
9/24 Kenton Ridge 2 p.m.
9/27 at Greenville 7 p.m.
9/29 Alter 7 p.m.
10/4 Troy 7 p.m.
10/11 Butler 7 p.m.
10/15 at Wayne 7 p.m.

GIRLS SOCCER
8/22 Kenton Ridge 7 p.m.
8/24 Xenia 7 p.m.
8/27 Northmont 3 p.m.
8/31 Fairborn 7 p.m.

9/7 at Stebbins 7 p.m.
9/10 Trotwood 7 p.m.
9/14 at West Carrollton 7 
p.m.
9/17 at Carroll 2 p.m.
9/21 Sidney 7 p.m.
9/24 at Piqua 2 p.m.
9/28 Greenville 7 p.m.
10/1 at Indian Hill 7 p.m.
10/5 at Troy 7 p.m.
10/10 Beavercreek 7 p.m.
10/12 at Butler 7 p.m.
10/15 at Wayne 7 p.m.

TENNIS
8/12 at Lehman 4:30 p.m.
8/16 Springboro 4:30 p.m.
8/17 at Brookville 4:30 p.m.
8/18 Xenia 4:30 p.m.
8/22 Northmont 4:30 p.m.
8/25 Fairborn 4:30 p.m.
8/27 at Schroeder 
Invitational TBA
8/29 at Centerville 4:30 
p.m.
8/30 at Stebbins 4:30 p.m.
9/1 Trotwood 4:30 p.m.
9/6 at West Carrollton 4:30 
p.m.
9/7 Bellbrook 4:30 p.m.
9/8 Sidney 4:30 p.m.
9/13 at Piqua 4:30 p.m.
9/15 Greenville 4:30 p.m.
9/20 at Troy 4:30 p.m.
9/21 Carroll 4:30 p.m.
9/22 at Butler 4:30 p.m.
9/29 at GWOC 7:30 a.m.

VOLLEYBALL
8/20 at Northmont noon
8/23 Sidney 7 p.m.
8/25 at Piqua 7 p.m.
8/27 Miamisburg noon
8/30 Greenville 7 p.m.
9/1 at Troy 7 p.m.
9/6 at Butler 7 p.m.
9/8 Xenia 7 p.m.
9/12 at Shawnee 7 p.m.
9/15 Fairborn 7 p.m.
9/17 at Casstown Clash 9 
a.m.
9/19 at Kenton Ridge 7 p.m.
9/20 at Stebbins 7 p.m.
9/22 Trotwood 7 p.m.
9/27 at West Carrollton 7 
p.m.
9/28 at Sidney 7 p.m.
10/4 Piqua 7 p.m.
10/6 at Greenville 7 p.m.
10/11 Troy 7 p.m.
10/13 Butler 7 p.m.

CROSS COUNTRY
8/27 at Bob Schul 
Invitational 9 a.m.
8/30 at Troy Invitational TBA
9/3 at Greenville Invitational 
8 a.m.
9/7 Fairborn TBA
9/10 at Brookville TBA
9/17 at Cedarville 
Invitational TBA
9/24 at McCallie Invitational 
(Tenn.) TBA
10/1 at Miami County 
Invitational TBA
10/5 Tippecanoe Invitational 
5 p.m.
10/15 at GWOC Meet TBA

TIPPECANOE HIGH 
SCHOOL
FOOTBALL
8/26 at Graham 7 p.m.
9/1 Spring� eld Shawnee 
7 p.m.
9/9 Milton-Union 7 p.m.
9/16 at Trotwood 7 p.m.
9/23 Fairborn 7 p.m.
9/30 at Troy 7 p.m.
10/7 Sidney 7 p.m.
10/14 at Greenville 7 p.m.
10/21 at Piqua 7 p.m.
10/28 Butler 7 p.m.
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By Josh Brown
jbrown@civitasmedia.com

WEST MILTON — Milton-
Union’s boys cross country team 
has dominated the Southwestern 
Buckeye League Buckeye 
Division for the last six years.

Why stop now?
With a pair of strong 

frontrunners returning and a 
solid group behind them, the 
Bulldogs will look to defend 
their SWBL title once again and 
return to the state meet, where 
they placed 12th last season.

Juniors Will Brock and 
Shannon Milnickel return to lead 
the team, and fellow junior Sam 
Motz is another returning state 
qualifi er. Juniors Ryan Moore 
and Matt and Paul Brown and 
sophomores Harrison Litton, 
Jake Palisano and Dylan Schenck 
will add depth, while newcomers 
senior Caleb Black and freshmen 
Tristan Persinger, Cayden 
Galentine, Jacob Motz and Drew 
Shearer all show promise.

* Volleyball
For the fi rst time since 1992, 

Milton-Union volleyball is a 
defending league champion.

The Bulldogs shared the 
Southwestern Buckeye League 
Buckeye Division championship 
with Waynesville last season, 
but they also graduated SWBL 
Buckeye Player of the Year 
Michaela Fullmer and Anna 
Willson, a pair of quality outside 
hitters. With the experience 
they have coming back, though, 
the Bulldogs hope to be able to 
defend their crown.

Senior All-SWBL fi rst team 
selection Lauren Craig will 
return to guide the offense 
from the setter position and is 
a three-year letter winner, and 
she will have a chance to become 
a record-setting setter for the 
program. Senior Bri Stone and 
juniors Abbie Goudy and Morgan 
Magel will provide fi repower 
on the outside, while three 
sophomores — returning starter 
Olivia Brown, Alexis Davis and 
Chloe Fogle — will battle for 
time in the middle. Senior libero 
Katie Lehman also returns, with 
senior Katheryn Reynolds and 
sophomore Haley Bloom also in 
the mix at defensive specialist.

“We have the tools to make 
another run at a title,” Milton-
Union coach Bill Ginn said, 
entering his 11th season with 
the team. He was named SWBL 
Buckeye Coach of the Year 
last season. “It’s all about our 
young players stepping up to the 
challenge, and that’s what we’re 
spending the preseason teaching 
them to do. We have great 
leadership in our co-captains, 
Lauren Craig and Katie Lehman, 
and like always, we’ll play 
hard and tenaciously — like 
Bulldogs.”

* Girls Soccer
Last year, the Milton-Union 

girls soccer team went 13-5, 
winning a sectional title and 
only losing to eventual state 
champion Summit Country Day 
in the district fi nal.

With nine players returning 
from a team that successful, 
the Bulldogs will take aim at a 
Southwestern Buckeye League 
Buckeye Division championship 
— though there will be plenty of 
tough competition along the way.

Milton-Union’s offense could 
be a major strength, with 
four returning letter winners 
at forward. Seniors four-year 
starter Danielle McFarland and 
three-year starter Taylor Jacobs 
will lead the attack, sophomore 
Kristen Dickison led the team in 
assists last season and returning 
letter winner Heather Ressler 
make out that group.

Also back on defense is 
senior four-year starter Sierra 
Gostomsky, as well as seniors 
Alayna Bennett, Maddie Brown 
and Brooke Hilling and juniors 
Mia Morphew and Rachel Grim. 
Seniors Carrigan Schiml and 
Ashley Fox, juniors Karissa 
Baird and Morgan Nemeth and 
sophomore Hallie Berberich 
will all patrol the midfi eld, and 
Beyonce Bobbitt will be the 
starting goalkeeper, with Izzy 
Morter as her backup.

“Our league should be very 
competitive this season,” Milton-
Union coach Andy Grudich 
said. “Both Waynesville and 
Preble Shawnee also return 
excellent teams. It should be a 
three-horse race between them 
and ourselves. We have high 
expectations for the upcoming 
season.”

* Boys Soccer
Milton-Union’s boys soccer 

team struggled last season, but 
fi rst-year coach Todd Winchester 
has the sights set high for the 
Bulldogs this season, with a very 
specifi c goal in mind.

“Our team goals include 
winning the Southwestern 
Buckeye League Buckeye 
Division with a record of 11-3-2,” 
Winchester said.

Kelktonn Dilhoff will lead 
the offense up front, while Josh 
Daum, Andrew Besecker, Caden 
Hilling and Tyler Ezerski will 
control the midfi eld. Blake Ullery 
will play in goal, and he will 
be assisted by defenders Collin 
Sherwood and Trevor Grile.

* Boys Golf
With a lot of returning 

fi repower from the team 
that fi nished third in the 
Southwestern Buckeye League 
Buckeye Division last season, 
the Milton-Union Bulldogs are 
hoping to be able to make some 
moves forward and even compete 
for the title.

Parker Puthoff and Hayden 
Davidson return and likely will 
occupy the top two spots, with 
Philip Brumbaugh and Aaron 
Brown also returning and 
Conner Staley rounding out the 
top fi ve. Newcomer Justin Brown 
could also make the varsity 
roster to add more depth.

“Last year, we placed third 
in the SWBL Buckeye Division. 
We are looking to improve that 
standing,” said Milton-Union 
coach Brett Barnes, preparing 
for his second with the team. 
“Our ultimate goal is to win the 
league this season.”

* Tennis
The Milton-Union Bulldogs 

had a young team last season, 
still fi nishing second in the 
Southwestern Buckeye League 
Buckeye Division but going 8-11 
overall.

With a year and an offseason 
of improvement under their 
belts, though, the Bulldogs are 
ready to step it up this season.

Ashley Wombold, Abby 
Hissong and Rachel Rock all 
return and will play singles, 
while Hannah Fugate, Mercedes 
Farmer and Caitlin Bushelman 
all return and will play doubles, 
and will be joined by Laura 
Billings.

“The girls have been working 
hard to better themselves and 
the team all year long, putting 
many hours in on the court,” 
second-year coach Diana 
Finfrock said. “Our top goals are 
to have a winning season and 

end up back on top of the SWBL 
Buckeye Division.”

* Girls Cross Country
The cross country season 

ended early for Milton-
Union’s girls last season, with 
a 10th-place district fi nish. 
But with a host of returning 
runners, the Bulldogs will look 
to improve on that standing and 
possibly advance to the regional 
tournament.

Senior Lauren Meredith 

returns to lead the team, 
with junior Kiley Jacobe and 
sophomores Kyli Parsons and 
Megan Trittschuch also back. 
Seniors Kira Rohr and Liz 
Renner, sophomores Brianna 
Persinger and Brianna Collins 
and freshmen Ally Lyons and 
Cora Chapman all will vie for 
varsity time.

Contact Josh Brown at (937) 552-2132, or 
follow @TroyDailySports on Twitter.

By Josh Brown
jbrown@civitasmedia.com

WEST MILTON — In 
his fi rst two years as 
coach, Mark Lane had his 
Milton-Union football team 
working hard.

Last year, that work 
began to pay off.

And though the Bulldogs 
reached the playoffs for 
the fi rst time since 2012 
— losing by one point on 
a blocked extra point to 
Greeneview in the fi rst 
round — the team has 
yet to stop working. And 
this season, that work will 
continue as Milton-Union 
looks to get back to the top 
of a Southwestern Buckeye 
League Buckeye Division 
that appears wide open 
heading into the season.

“Last year the kids put 
a lot of hard work into 
the season, and they were 
rewarded for it a little bit 
with a trip to the playoffs,” 
Milton-Union coach Lane 
said. “This year what we’ve 
tried to stress is yeah, you 
try to build on what you 
did the year before, but at 
the same time you really 
also start from scratch and 
you’ve got to build the team 
again.

“(Practice) has been 
really good so far. The guys 
have been working hard to 
get better every day and 
take coaching, and they’ve 
just been going out there 

trying to improve every 
single day.”

But while the record 
resets to 0-0 at the 
beginning of each season, 
the team building doesn’t 
necessarily have to start 
from scratch as Milton-
Union brings back a 
number of players that 
contributed to last year’s 
success.

“We’ve got a lot of guys 
coming back,” Lane said. 
“We kind of do a lot of 
things by committee and 
play off of each other. We 
have a few guys that get the 
headlines, but I wouldn’t 
say we have one star or 
even a couple of guys. We 
have a handful of guys that 
play hard and are motivated 
and contribute.”

One key position that’s 
spoken for is quarterback, 
as senior Blake Smith 
returns. Smith threw 
for 720 yards and 10 
touchdowns last season. 
Also back is the right side 
of the offensive line, with 
senior Keaton Lucous and 
junior Tyler Courtright. 
And Zac Shields, who was 
a 1,000-yard rusher as a 
sophomore last year, will be 
back in the backfi eld, along 
with Krue Thwaits and 
sometimes even Smith.

“Blake’s a senior and 
has been our quarterback 
the past two years,” Lane 
said. “He’s defi nitely a 

leader, he’s one of our 
captains, and he can play 
a few different positions 
— which allows us to do 
some different things. And 
Keaton and Tyler are two 
big guys who are also fast 
that can do a lot of different 
things on both sides of the 
ball, and that makes them 
fun to coach.

“Blake will play some 
running back for us, and 
so will Krue Thwaits. Plus 
we have junior Zac Shields 
back.”

And in addition to all of 
the experience the Bulldogs 
have returning, they also 
have a number of younger 
players coming up — but 
it’s still to be decided who 

will shine from that group.
“We’ve even got some 

sophomores coming up 
who can play some really 
good football,” Lane said. 
“We’re starting to get into 
a phase where we’ve got 
classes coming through 
that have a lot of good 
players. To be honest, I 
couldn’t tell you right now 
because most of those 
guys are in position battles 
with one another — but 
someone is going to come 
out in the end.”

Another place the 
Bulldogs will face stiff 
competition is in the SWBL 
Buckeye.

“Several teams are going 
to be really tough,” Lane 
said. “Carlisle, Madison, 
Waynesville, and even the 
teams that were in the 
bottom half last year are 
some tough teams with 
some good players. It’s 
going to be a battle every 
week. But that’s part of 
what gets teams to the 
playoffs. There’s a reason 
why two teams came out of 
the Buckeye Division last 
year. Competition is what 
breeds success and makes 
us better. We’ll defi nitely be 
battle-tested.”

But now that the 
Bulldogs have been back to 
the playoffs — last year’s 
trip was the fi rst since 2012 
— they want even more.

“Oh, absolutely. The kids 

got a taste of what it takes 
to get there — and they 
were right on the threshold 
of feeling what it takes to 
win a playoff game,” Lane 
said. “It didn’t happen for 
them, but they’re hungry 
for it.

“What does it take? 
Every day, every rep, 
everything we do is 
focused on improving. 
The kids have to focus on 
the process. They have 
to believe that if we work 
to improve every day, 
the wins will take care of 
themselves.”

The Bulldogs fi nished 
7-4 last season, going 4-2 
in the SWBL Buckeye and 
fi nishing tied for second 
with Carlisle, which 
Milton-Union defeated 
head to head. Madison 
went unbeaten in division 
play and won the league 
title.

Contact Josh Brown at (937) 552-
2132, or follow @TroyDailySports 
on Twitter.
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Bulldogs hungry for more success

Anthony Weber/Troy Daily News file
Milton-Union’s Zac Shields carries the football against Greeneview 
in a playoff game last season in West Milton.

Milton eyes SWBL Buckeye titles

File photo courtesy Lee Woolery/
Speedshot Photo

Milton-Union’s Will Brock competes 
at the Miami County Invitational last 
season.

BOYS GOLF
8/8 at Homan Memorial 10:30 
a.m.
8/9 Waynesville 3 p.m.
8/10 at Kendig Memorial 8 a.m.
8/11 at Brookville Invitational 8 
a.m.
8/12 at Northridge Invitational 
8 a.m.
8/17 at Newton 3 p.m.
8/22 Dixie 4 p.m.
8/23 at Northridge 4 p.m.
8/25 at Preble Shawnee 4 p.m.
8/29 Madison 4 p.m.
8/31 at Carlisle 3:45 p.m.
9/3 at Versailles Invitational 8:30 
a.m.
9/7 Bellbrook 4 p.m.
9/12 Fort Loramie 4 p.m.
9/19 at Tri-County North 4 p.m.

BOYS SOCCER
8/23 at Bethel 5 p.m.
8/25 Greenville 7:30 p.m.
9/1 at Preble Shawnee 7:30 p.m.
9/6 at Madison 7:30 p.m.
9/13 Carlisle 7:30 p.m.
9/15 at Dixie 7:30 p.m.
9/17 at Brookville 1 p.m.
9/20 at Waynesville 7:30 p.m.
9/22 Madison 7:30 p.m.
9/26 at Tri-County North 7 p.m.
9/29 at Carlisle 7:30 p.m.
10/1 Miami East 1 p.m.
10/4 Dixie 7:30 p.m.
10/6 Waynesville 7:30 p.m.
10/13 Preble Shawnee 7:30 p.m.
10/15 at Lehman 11 a.m.

GIRLS SOCCER
8/20 Dayton Christian 1 p.m.
8/23 at Bethel 7 p.m.
9/1 Preble Shawnee 7:30 p.m.
9/3 Butler 1 p.m.
9/6 Madison 7:30 p.m.
9/13 at Carlisle 7:30 p.m.
9/15 Dixie 7:30 p.m.
9/17 Brookville 3 p.m.
9/20 Waynesville 7:30 p.m.
9/22 at Madison 7:30 p.m.
9/26 at Wayne 7:30 p.m.
9/29 Carlisle 7:30 p.m.
10/1 at Miami East 3 p.m.
10/4 at Dixie 7:30 p.m.
10/6 at Waynesville 7:30 p.m.
10/13 at Preble Shawnee 7:30 
p.m.

TENNIS
8/15 at Sidney 4:30 p.m.
8/16 Lehman 4:30 p.m.
8/17 Kenton Ridge 4 p.m.
8/18 at Franklin 4 p.m.

8/22 Greenville 4 p.m.
8/23 Northridge 4 p.m.
8/25 Preble Shawnee 4:30 p.m.
8/27 at Schroeder Tournament 
8:30 a.m.
8/29 at Troy 4 p.m.
8/30 at Madison 4:30 p.m.
8/31 Northwestern 4 p.m.
9/6 at Brookville 4 p.m.
9/7 Tecumseh 4:30 p.m.
9/8 Carlisle 4 p.m.
9/12 at Butler 4 p.m.
9/13 at Dixie 4 p.m.
9/14 at Northmont 4:30 p.m.
9/15 at Waynesville 4:30 p.m.
9/20 Eaton 4:30 p.m.
9/21 Valley View 4:30 p.m.
9/26 at SWBL Tournament 9 
a.m.

VOLLEYBALL
8/20 Oakwood 12:30 p.m.
8/22 at Piqua 7 p.m.
8/30 at Northridge 6:30 p.m.
9/1 Preble Shawnee 6:30 p.m.
9/3 Tri-County North 11:30 a.m.
9/6 Madison 6:30 p.m.
9/10 Botkins/National Trail 10 
a.m.
9/12 at Valley View 6:30 p.m.
9/13 at Carlisle 6:30 p.m.
9/15 Dixie 6:30 p.m.
9/20 Waynesville 6:30 p.m.
9/22 at Madison 6:30 p.m.
9/29 Carlisle 6:30 p.m.
10/1 at London Invitational 9 
a.m.
10/4 at Dixie 6:30 p.m.
10/6 at Waynesville 6:30 p.m.
10/10 Franklin Monroe 6:30 p.m.
10/11 Northridge 6:30 p.m.
10/13 at Preble Shawnee 6:30 
p.m.

CROSS COUNTRY
8/27 Bob Schul Invitational 9 
a.m.
9/3 at Covington Invitational 9 
a.m.
9/6 at Troy Lost Creek 
Invitational 6 p.m.
9/10 at Princeton Invitational 9 
a.m.
9/17 at Cedarville Invitational 9 
a.m.
9/24 at Centerville Night Lights 
8 p.m.
10/1 at Miami County Invitational 
9 a.m.
10/5 Tippecanoe Invitational 5 
p.m.
10/15 at SWBL Meet 9 a.m.

MILTON-UNION HIGH 
SCHOOL FOOTBALL
8/26 Miami East 7 p.m.
9/2 Oakwood 7 p.m.
9/9 at Tippecanoe 7 p.m.
9/16 at Northridge 7 p.m.
9/23 at Preble Shawnee 
7 p.m.
9/30 Madison 7 p.m.
10/7 at Brookville 7 p.m.
10/14 at Carlisle 7 p.m.
10/21 Dixie 7 p.m.
10/28 Waynesville 7 p.m.
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By Josh Brown
jbrown@civitasmedia.com

CASSTOWN — Last 
season, the Miami East 
volleyball team fi nished one 
match shy of once again 
playing for the Division III 
state championship.

First-year head coach Dan 
Peterson wants to see the 
team take that fi nal step back 
to the top of the ladder.

Peterson, who was an 
assistant last season and 
will be the Vikings’ fourth 
head coach in as many years, 
takes over a team that went 
24-5 last year and went 
undefeated in the Cross 
County Conference for its 
sixth consecutive league 
title. It also returned to the 
state tournament, falling 
in the state semifi nal after 
back-to-back exits in the 
regional semifi nal round the 
two years prior — and the 
Vikings not only have the 
potential to get back there 
once again, but they also 
have the expectations to do 
so.

“As has been the case the 
past few years, we have high 
expectations coming into the 
season,” Peterson said. “We 
expect to win our league, 
and from there we look to 
make it back to state. With 
a core of seven returning 
varsity players, our team 
goal is to return to state this 
year and make it to match 
No. 30 instead of ending at 
match No. 29.”

Those seven players 
begin with junior Jonni 
Parker, an outside hitter 
that can do everything on 
the fl oor. She’s joined on the 
outside by seniors Taylor 
McCuistion and Reagan 
Morrett, and sophomore 
Lydia Conley will be new to 
that mix. And in the middle, 
senior Jillian Wesco and 
junior Kyndall Hellyer will 
provide more offensive pop 
as well as defensive stopping 
power. Seniors Carly Gump, 
Sidney Pelfrey and Alyssa 
Westgerdes will add depth, 
and on defense, freshman 
Sophie Jacomet and juniors 
Kaitlyn Mack and Anna 
Jacomet will battle it out 
for the libero and defensive 
specialist positions.

* Girls Soccer
Even though the Miami 

East girls soccer team has 
had to make changes over 
the summer heading into the 
new season, one thing hasn’t 
changed — the goal.

“Obviously, the goal is 
to win the league,” Miami 
East coach Emalie Carson 
said as she prepared to enter 
her 13th season. “We know 
we have a target on our 
back and that teams in the 
league are improving. We 
can’t take any team lightly. 
Keeping everyone healthy 
is important — we already 
have one ACL injury and 

cannot afford anything else.
“We made a lot of changes 

over the summer, and the 
girls have responded well 
so far. Now that we have 
everyone together, it’s a 
matter of getting used to 
one another in the context 
of those changes. The more 
quickly that happens, the 
more dangerous we’ll be.”

Senior Sage Hunley was 
the player that went down 
with an injury, but the team 
hopes to have her back by 
season’s end. With that, 
Cerstin Gross moves to 
sweeper, with Whitley Gross, 
Brynne Snodgrass, Maddie 
Miller and Savannah Nehring 
providing defensive support 
and Katie Bodenmiller back 
for her third year in goal.

And on the offensive side 
of the ball, Emma Linn will 
anchor the midfi eld along 
with Macy Fellers, Stella 
Hazel and Chloe Thomas, 
with Grace McCalister, 
Haley Demmitt, Katie 
Smith and Danielle Mannier 
returning at the forward 
position and Hailey Weaver 
moving up front.

* Boys Soccer
Miami East expects to be 

one of the teams battling 
atop a tough Cross County 
Conference this season in 
boys soccer, but fi fth-year 
coach Adam Bell wants the 
Vikings making a name for 
themselves in more than just 
the league.

“We want to continue to 
be a feared and competitive 
program in Division III 
soccer,” Bell said.

Gone from last year’s 10-5-
1 team that fi nished with 
a 4-2 CCC record behind 
Franklin Monroe is Devyn 
Carson, Shelby Elifritz, Brad 
Jenkins, Grant McCalister 
and Ethan Remt.

Junior Dalton Taynor 
and sophomore Jakob 
Brunke will lead the offense 
from the forward position, 
while juniors Dylan Hahn 
and Jackson Davis and 
sophomores Parker Heim 
and Wesley Sutherly will 
hold down the midfi eld. 
Most of the experience is 
back on defense with seniors 
Luke Mengos, and Kyler 
Bradley and juniors Kaleb 
Elifritz and Colton Weldy. 
Also back for the team is. 
senior Weston Hodge.

* Girls Cross Country
Last season, Miami 

East’s girls cross country 
team fi nished second in the 
Cross County Conference to 
Covington.

There’s only one way the 
Vikings can improve on that 
standing this year — and 
that’s what they intend to do.

“The girls had a 
tremendous season a year 
ago. We placed second at the 
league meet to Covington,” 
Miami East coach Alan 
Russell said. “We will look to 

improving on that placement 
this season.

“The team also qualifi ed 
for the state cross country 
race for the fi rst time in 
school history. We will put 
together another successful 
season this year and earn 
more postseason qualifying 
berths.”

Senior Lorenza Savini 
returns after fi nishing fi fth 
individually at the regional 
race, and fellow senior Marie 
Ewing is a three-time state 
qualifi er in addition to twice 
during track season. Junior 
Lindsey Yingst also returns 
and will add depth to a 
talented team.

* Boys Cross Country
The Miami East boys 

cross country team was the 
Cross County Conference 
runner-up last season to 
Newton, but with the 
returning runners the 
Vikings have — including 
one state qualifi er — the 
team looks stronger than 
ever.

“I think this will be the 
best boys team Miami East 
has had in quite some time,” 
Miami East coach Alan 
Russell said. “Last year, we 
were second in the CCC 
league meet and we narrowly 
missed a qualifying spot at 
the regional race. We will 
look to improve on what we 
were able to accomplish last 
season.”

Sophomore Gavin Horne 
will lead the team after 
qualifying for state as a 
freshman — where he was 
also the second-fastest 
freshman in the race. 
Senior Luke Mengos and 
sophomore Noah Shook also 
earned All-CCC honors last 
year, junior Taton Bertsch 
also returns and a group 
of four other returning 
letterwinners will add even 
more depth.

* Boys Golf
Miami East graduated 

six seniors in the offseason, 
but third-year coach Terry 
Henley still wants to see 
his team competing for 

Cross County Conference 
supremacy and going deep in 
the postseason.

“We have a young 
team, with six coachable 
freshman — but we lost six 
seniors,” Henley said. “Our 
goals are to win the league 
and advance in the state 
tournament.”

Dylan Martinez and 
Walker Henley return to 
add experience to the 
roster, with newcomers 
Zac Johnson, Duncan 
Schmackers, Cooper Elleman 
and Luke Gilliland seeking 
the chance to contribute.

* Girls Golf
The Miami East Vikings 

won the Cross County 
Conference tournament 
the past two seasons and 
advanced to the district 
tournament last season. And 
while the team graduated 
three key players and is 
young this season, the 
Vikings are not without 
experience.

Senior Maggie Bergman 
and junior Emily Rowley 
were part of last year’s team 
and will lead the Vikings this 
year, a team that includes 
three freshmen.

“The exciting part is that 
all seven golfers are taking 
lessons and should get better 
throughout the season,” 
Miami East coach Bruce 
Vanover said. “Last year we 
had a very successful year, 
going 18-4 and making it 
to the district tournament. 
I know the squad will 
be young, but we’re not 
inexperienced.

“This year’s team is 
looking to maintain or 
improve on last year’s record. 
We know that’s a lofty goal, 
as we’ll be playing a very 
tough non-league schedule. 
We’re also hoping to repeat 
as CCC tournament champs 
and improve on our third-
place fi nish at sectional and 
seventh-place at district.”

Contact Josh Brown at (937) 552-
2132, or follow @TroyDailySports on 
Twitter.
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Miami East focused on the present
By David Fong
dfong@civitasmedia.com

CASSTOWN — Rather 
than curse the darkness, 
Max Current would rather 
embrace the light.

So instead of focusing on 
what his team lost — the 
only senior class in school 
history to go to the playoffs 
four years in a row — to 
graduation, the Miami East 
coach will instead focus on 
what he has coming back 
this season.

“I don’t really worry 
about the guys we lost — 
they aren’t here anymore,” 
Current said. “It’s not that I 
don’t care about those guys, 
because I do. I wish them 
luck in whatever they do. 
But my focus needs to be on 
the guys who are still here.”

So yes, while Miami 
East did graduate a class 
of seniors that was able to 
accomplish what no class 
before them had ever done 
in Viking history, Current is 
ready to turn to the future 
to continue the program’s 
legacy.

“That’s the thing about 
high school sports; you 
graduate kids every year. 

Now it’s the next class’ turn. 
It’s their time. Hopefully 
they learned from what the 
previous senior classes did 
— how things are supposed 
to be done. Now they have 
to keep that tradition going. 
They don’t want to be the 
ones to lose the streak.”

On offense, most of 
Miami East’s returning 
experience is along the 
offensive line, while nearly 
all of the skill position 
players will be either 

completely new or relatively 
inexperienced.

Three starters do return 
along the offensive line. 
Sophomore Brenden 
Dalton started last year as a 
freshman and returns at one 
tackle spot. At the other 
tackle will be senior Dakota 
Brown, also a returning 
starter. At the guard spots 
will be senior Omar Seleme, 
a starter last season, and 
senior Jakob Groover. 
Battling it out for the center 

position are senior Gunnar 
Gearhart and sophomore 
Caleb Snyder.

Sophomore Ian Gengler 
took control of the starting 
quarterback position during 
the preseason.

At running back will be 
senior Arron Adams, who 
rushed for 700 yards last 
season despite sharing 
carries with Logan May 
and Kurt Brower, both of 
whom have since graduated. 
Current said he’ll have an 
expanded role in the offense 
this season. At fullback will 
be senior Levi Adducchio, 
who takes over for Brower.

“He’s looked good,” 
Current said of Adducchio. 
“He’s looked faster. He’s 
more of a quick, speed 
back.”

Current has a number 
of options at wingback, 
including sophomore Justin 
Brown, who saw playing 
time last year as a freshman, 
and sophomore Colt Frazier, 
who also lettered last year. 
Sophomore Vincent Villella 
also will see time in the 
backfi eld.

The wide receiver 
position will be wide 

open, with sophomore 
Joseph Villella, senior 
Colton Kowlak, junior Alex 
Dinardo and sophomore 
Blaine Brockschmidt all 
battling it out for playing 
time. At tight end will be 
sophomore Matt Welker and 
sophomore Michael Miller.

On defense, seven of 
Miami East’s front eight will 
be fi rst-year starters.

At the defensive ends will 
be Brown and Gearhart, 
while Seleme, Dalton and 
sophomore Lance Rohrbach 
will play at the defensive 
tackle spots.

“Pretty much all of those 
guys are also starters on 
our offensive line,” Current 
said. “We’ve got to fi nd 
some more guys we trust 
to put in the game and 
give those guys a blow on 
defense.”

Outiside linebacker 
Adduchio is the only 
returning starter in East’s 
front eight. Frazier and 
Groover will play the other 
outside linebacker spot. 
Groover, Vincent Villella 
and sophomore Cody Smith 
all could play at the two 
inside linebacker positions.

Adams started at 
cornerback last season and 
will be back there again 
this year. At the other 
corner will be either Joseph 
Villella or Dinardo. Justin 
Brown, senior Bryce Rettig, 
Brokschmidt and Jacob 
Brown all could play at free 
safety.

“This is an opportunity 
for some new guys to step 
in and leave their own 
legacy,” Current said.

Contact David Fong at dfong@
civitasmedia.com; follow him on 
Twitter @thefong

Anthony Weber | Troy Daily News
Levi Adduchio (left0 returns at outside linabcker for Miami East.

Boys Golf
8/8 at Homan Memorial 
9:30 a.m.
8/10 at Kendig Memorial 
8 a.m.
8/12 at CCC Preview 
8:30 a.m.
8/16 at Franklin Monroe 
9 a.m.
8/18 at Mississinawa 
Valley 10 a.m.
8/22 Covington 4:30 
p.m.
8/23 at Bradford 4:30 
p.m.
8/25 Ansonia 4:30 p.m.
8/29 Tri-Village 4:30 p.m.
8/30 at Arcanum 4:30 
p.m.
9/1 Twin Valley South 
4:30 p.m.
9/3 at Versailles 
Invitational 8:30 a.m.
9/8 at Tri-County North 
4:30 p.m.
9/12 Bethel 4:30 p.m.
9/15 National Trail 4:30 
p.m.
9/19 at Newton 4:30 
p.m.
9/22 at CCC Tournament 
8:30 a.m.

Girls Golf
8/3 at Covington 
Invitational 8 a.m.
8/8 at Franklin Monroe 
11 a.m.
8/9 Catholic Central 4 
p.m.
8/10 at Miamisburg 
Invitational 2:30 p.m.
8/11 Versailles 
Invitational 8:30 a.m.
8/15 National Trail/
Covington 3 p.m.
8/16 at Versailles 4 p.m.
8/17 Greenon 4 p.m.
8/18 at Russia 4 p.m.
8/23 at Catholic Central 
4 p.m.
8/27 Miami East 
Invitational 8:30 a.m.
8/29 Russia 4:30 p.m.
8/31 Kenton Ridge 4:30 
p.m.
9/6 Urbana 4 p.m.
9/8 Arcanum 4:30 p.m.
9/12 at Tippecanoe 4 
p.m.
9/13 at Tri-Village 4:30 
p.m.
9/15 at CCC Tournament 
8:30 a.m.
9/19 Troy/Bellefontaine 
4 p.m.

Boys Soccer
8/22 at Graham 7:30 
p.m.
8/24 Northwestern 7 
p.m.
8/30 Twin Valley South 
7:15 p.m.
9/6 Botkins 7 p.m.
9/10 Troy Christian 3 p.m.
9/13 at West Liberty-
Salem 7 p.m.
9/15 at National Trail 7:15 
p.m.
9/17 at Piqua noon
9/19 at Ponitz 5 p.m.
9/22 at Franklin Monroe 
7:15 p.m.
9/24 Urbana 1 p.m.

9/29 Tri-County North 
7:15 p.m.
10/1 at Milton-Union 11 
a.m.
10/6 at Bethel 7 p.m.
10/8 at Spring� eld 
Shawnee 2:30 p.m.
10/13 Newton 7:15 p.m.

Girls Soccer
8/20 at Tecumseh 11 
a.m.
8/22 Graham 7 p.m.
8/24 at Northwestern 7 
p.m.
8/27 West Liberty-Salem 
(at Crew Stadium) 1:15 
p.m.
8/30 Twin Valley South 
7 p.m.
9/10 Troy Christian 1 
p.m.
9/15 at National Trail 7 
p.m.
9/20 Anna 7 p.m.
9/22 at Franklin Monroe 
7 p.m.
9/29 Tri-County North 
7 p.m.
10/1 Milton-Union 10 
a.m.
10/4 at Lehman 4:30 
p.m.
10/6 Bethel 7 p.m.
10/8 at Spring� eld 
Shawnee 1 p.m.
10/13 Newton 7 p.m.
10/15 Piqua 7 p.m.

Volleyball
8/20 at Coldwater 
Classic 9 a.m.
8/27 at Troy 11 a.m.
8/30 Ansonia 7 p.m.
9/1 at Tri-Village 7 p.m.
9/6 Newton 7 p.m.
9/8 at Mississinawa 
Valley 7 p.m.
9/10 at Bishop Hartley 
12:30 p.m.
9/13 Franklin Monroe 7 
p.m.
9/15 at Bradford 7 p.m.
9/17 Casstown Clash 9 
a.m.
9/20 Arcanum 7 p.m.
9/22 Twin Valley South 
7 p.m.
9/27 at Tri-County North 
7 p.m.
9/29 at National Trail 7 
p.m.
10/5 at Dublin Co� man 
7 p.m.
10/10 at Lehman 7 p.m.
10/11 Covington 7 p.m.
10/13 at Bethel 7 p.m.

Cross Country
8/27 at Northwestern 
9:30 a.m.
9/3 at Covington 
Invitational 9 a.m.
9/10 at Troy Invitational 
9 a.m.
9/17 Brookville 
Invitational 9 a.m.
9/24 at George Rogers 
Invitational 9 a.m.
9/27 at Tri-Village 
Invitational 4:30 p.m.
10/1 at Miami County 
Invitational 9 a.m.
10/15 at CCC Meet 10 
a.m.

Vikings look to return to state

Anthony Weber/Troy Daily News file
Miami East’s Kyndall Hellyer goes up for a kill as teammate Jonni 
Parker looks during the Division III state semifinal match against 
Gilmour Academy at the Nutter Center last season.

MIAMI EAST HIGH 
SCHOOL FOOTBALL
8/26 at Milton-Union 7 
p.m.
9/2 National Trail 7:30 p.m.
9/9 at Ansonia 7:30 p.m.
9/16 Arcanum 7:30 p.m.
9/23 at Mississinawa 
Valley 7:30 p.m.
9/30 Bethel 7:30 p.m.
10/6 at Covington 7 p.m.
10/14 Tri-County North 
7:30 p.m.
10/21 Troy Christian 7:30 
p.m.
10/28 at Twin Valley South 
7:30 p.m.
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By Josh Brown
jbrown@civitasmedia.com

BRANDT — Two years 
ago, in Scott Clodfelter’s 
fi rst year as coach, the 
Bethel football team began 
its climb back.

Last season, the reached 
the precipice — and this 
coming season, the Bees are 
hoping to make it over the 
hump at last.

After a 3-7 season in 
2013 and a 5-5 campaign 
last year — including a win 
over Twin Valley South that 
prevented the Panthers from 
sharing the Cross County 
Conference title with 
Covington and Miami East 
— the Bees will look to take 
the next step forward and 
contend for a spot atop the 
CCC themselves.

“We did pretty well last 
year, improving from the 
year before,” Clodfelter said. 
“We did have a couple of 
big wins, lost our opener by 
a point to Northridge. We 
possibly could have been as 
good as 7-3 last year — and 
we were very young line-
wise. Most of our linemen 
were only freshmen and 
sophomores. We had some 
trouble stopping the run as 
a result. We just weren’t big 
or physical enough.

“We did well in our fi rst 
scrimmage, though. Our 
linemen are still juniors, but 
they’re bigger and stronger 
and know the offense. 
Our line is one of the big 
strengths of our team right 
now, in fact.”

This will be a very telling 
season for Clodfelter’s 
Bees. When he took over 
Beavercreek before coming 
to Bethel, it took Clodfelter 
three years to get his 

systems in place and turn 
a team that had struggled 
into a Greater Western Ohio 
Conference contender. And 
while Division VI football is 
a different animal, the Bees 
appear to be on schedule — 
should they maintain focus 
on the work they’ve been 
doing.

“After three years, you 
know the direction of the 
program, and hopefully 
we continue to improve,” 
Clodfelter said. “Numbers 
are still an issue. We had 
24 kids last year, and this 
year we have 29 or 30, so 
they’re going up. It may 
only look a little bit better, 
but four or fi ve kids make 
a big difference when you 
have a small roster. Still, we 
have to make sure we stay 
healthy, because we don’t 
have a lot of depth.”

In addition to the Bees’ 
losses to graduation, 
though, comes leading 
rusher Josh Wills, who 
rushed for 1,469 yards and 
19 touchdowns last season, 
who will play for Wayne this 
season.

But Bethel has plenty of 
returning talent to lead the 
way, beginning with third-
year starting quarterback 
junior Jacob Evans.

“He’s a very smart kid,” 
Clodfelter said. “He’s 
probably one of the top 
fi ve smartest kids I’ve ever 
coached at any position, 
maybe even the smartest. 
He understands the offense, 
and he’s pretty explosive. 
In the offense we run, 
when you have a good 
quarterback, it can cover up 
some weaknesses you may 
have in other areas.”

Taking Wills’ spot at 

fullback will be senior 
returner Noah Burrowes, 
with fellow seniors Tyler 
Terry and Ian Anderson at 
the wing backs.

“Noah’s going to do a 
good job for us there,” 
Clodfelter said. “He’s quick, 
and he’s a tough kid. He’s 
not as big, so we lose some 
size at fullback, but we 
gain some quickness. And 
he’ll also play on defense at 
cornerback.

“Tyler and Ian are both 
three-year starters, so they 
know what’s going on and 
what to expect. They’re 
both good players.”

Junior Kevin Calhoun will 

play at tackle and defensive 
end and will be a big part of 
the offensive line’s success, 
while Hunter Shelley will 
also play on the offensive 
line and is strong at 
defensive tackle. Cameron 
Brown will also shore up 
the defense from the outside 
linebacker spot.

“Kevin was actually 
injured his freshman year,” 
Clodfelter said. “He did a 
good job his sophomore 
year and is really coming on 
right now. He doesn’t do a 
lot of talking. He just goes 
out and plays.

“Hunter is very explosive, 
is another smart, coachable 

kid and he plays hard. 
Cameron started some last 
year, but he’s had a good 
offseason and he had a good 
fi rst scrimmage, too.”

The path back to the top 
half of the CCC is a tough 
one, though, Clodfelter 
knows. To get there means 
going through the league’s 
perennial powers.

“Obviously we’d like to 
fi nish fi rst,” Clodfelter said. 
“I think the usual suspects 
— Covington, Miami East, 
Tri-County North — are 
the top three coming into 
the season. But we hope 
to break into that area 
this year, get a win or two 

against those top teams.”
The Bees also haven’t 

had a winning season since 
going 7-3 in 2010 — but 
Clodfelter wants his team 
more focused on its day-to-
day performance than any 
larger-scale goal like that.

“We don’t have any goals 
so far as numbers of wins. 
Our goal is to improve 
day by day,” he said. “I 
know it’s a cliche, but it’s 
what we need to do. We 
need a consistent effort 
and relentlessness from 
everyone. We’d like to have 
a winning record. But we 
need to be focused on our 
effort, be physical and take 
care of the football. If we 
do those things, things like 
records and wins will take 
care of themselves.”

Contact Josh Brown at (937) 552-
2132, or follow @TroyDailySports 
on Twitter.

Rentals available for Grad Parties, Sports Award Events, 
Birthday Parties, Banquets, Family Reunions

Amenities:
Downstairs - Basketball Gym, Billiards, Ping-Pong, PS3, Xbox, Wii, Café and Kitchen (refrigeration, microwave, hotbox)
Upstairs - Large gym (can be set up for seminars, banquets, dance party, or indoor soccer), sound booth, restroom, café and kitchen (sink and refrigeration).

Free wifi

Call 937-339-1923 for availability and rates • www.troyrec.com • troyrec@bizwoh.rr.com
40908748

Bees look to get over hump this year

Anthony Weber | Troy Daily News file
Bethel’s Jacob Evans runs the ball around the Miami East defense during a game last season.

Bees’ Hamlin hopes for return to state
By Josh Brown
jbrown@civitasmedia.com

BRANDT — Junior Korry Hamlin 
has already been to state twice, and 
he’s back to lead the Bethel boys 
cross country team this season, 
while the girls team only has two 
runners and is still searching for 
more.

Hamlin will be joined by juniors 
Connor Whelan and Max Schell and 
seniors Brandon Gilbert and Jacob 
VanTilburg.

On the girls’ side, sophomore 
Kaitlyn Balkcom is the only 
returning runner, and she’ll be joined 
by freshman Emma Daugherty.

“Individually, Korry should be 
in the top of the conference and 
should be able to return to state this 
season,” Bethel cross country coach 
Mark Clute said. “For the team, we 
will be in the middle of the pack. 
Connor had a strong track season as 
a sophomore and has been working 
hard this summer. We are shooting 
for him to be All-Cross County 
Conference and possibly qualifying 
for regionals.

“For the girls, our goal is to get 
everybody to improve throughout 
the season and possibly recruit some 
more girls to get a full team.”

* Boys Soccer
Bethel’s boys soccer team 

graduated 11 players after last 
season.

But with a pair of All-Dayton-area 
players returning to lead the offense, 
the Bees hope that their offense can 
give a mostly-new defense enough 
room to work with each night so that 
they can compete in an absolutely 
loaded Cross County Conference this 
season.

“We graduated 11 seniors that 
provided a great deal of experience 
and leadership for us, so we have 
some big holes to fi ll,” Bethel boys 
soccer coach Bob Hamlin said. “But 
we have some young players with 
good technical skills that know how 
to play soccer. We have four new 
defenders in the back and a new 
keeper, so they have been working 
this summer trying to get used to 
and supporting each other.

“Offensively, we will work to 
possess the ball and hopefully get 
it into a dangerous position. We 
have been passing the ball well 
this preseason, but we just need to 
fi nish our possessions a little more 
regularly. I think we will be a fun 
team to watch this year.”

Two players that will help fi nishing 
are junior forward Tyler Brueckman, 
who had 14 goals and three assists, 
and junior midfi elder Korry Hamlin, 
who had nine goals and nine 

assists. Juniors Joe Miller and Luke 
Moorefi eld will help hold down the 
midfi eld, while juniors Daniel Ross 
and Jordan Donthnier and freshmen 
Aiden Flomerfelt, Nick Schmidt and 
Cannon Dakin will play up front.

Junior Alex van Haaren will play 
in goal with sophomore Micah Mutlu 
backing him up, and senior Zach 
Moore, juniors David Landes, Ben 
Lawson, Drew Kubiak and Keller 
Powell and sophomore Evan Hart 
will make up the defensive backfi eld.

And as Hamlin enters his 32nd 
year with the team — boasting a 
career record of 362-179-46 — he 
knows exactly what the team will be 
up against in CCC play this year.

“I think the CCC will be one of 
the best small leagues around,” he 
said. “Any of our top four teams — 
Franklin Monroe, Newton, Miami 
East and us — can be champions 
this year. There will be good battles 
in league play. I think the big factor 
will be who has the best depth and 
who can stay healthy throughout the 
season.”

* Girls Soccer
Dru Bescoe, who has coached the 

Bethel girls soccer team previously, 
is set to begin another run after 
taking a few years off, and the 
Bees are hoping to greet him by 
contending for a Cross County 
Conference championship.

“The girls have set high goals for 
themselves and the team,” Bescoe 
said. “They want to fi nish around 
the top of the CCC. The team 
is coming together and getting 
comfortable with the new system, so 
these goals should be realized. We’ve 
got a solid group of returning players 
to build a solid team around.”

That starts with the team’s fi ve 

captains: senior forward Erica 
Turner, Maggie Kahler in the 
midfi eld, senior defender Kayla 
Grable, junior defender Olivia 
Rust and senior goalkeeper Kelsey 
Hackney. Sophomore Gabrielle Behr 
will help out the offense up front, 
as will Kelsey Dalaet, Brielle Gatrell 
and Ashley Newton. Lydia Thumser, 
Molly McKenny, Morgan Reittinger, 
Hannah Sortman and Lauren 
Newton will play the midfi eld, 
Hannah Marzolf will be the backup 
goalie and Grace Anthony, Brodi 
Voight and Makenzie Hoeferlin will 
play defense.

* Boys Golf
Though the Bethel Bees will have 

a lot of holes to fi ll this season after 
graduating four golfers, senior Tyler 
Weinert is returning to lead the 
team as it looks to gain experience 
throughout the season.

“Tyler is a three-time All-Cross 
County Conference performer and 
two-time district qualifi er,” Bethel 
coach Brett Brookhart said. “Tyler 
will be one of the top golfers in the 
CCC this year. He has some big goals 
going into his senior season, and he 
will be fun to watch this year.”

Fellow senior Christian White also 
returns to the team, with juniors 
Brayden Rowley, Adam Donahue, 
Austin Bird and Riley Whalen 
joining the varsity team.

“We lost four of our top six 
golfers from last year after fi nishing 
fourth in the CCC, so we have many 
open spots to fi ll,” Brookhart said. 
“We will be very inexperienced, 
so hopefully we can improve 
throughout the season and fi nish in 
the top half of the CCC.”

* Volleybal
Lauren Siebenaller is back for her 

second year as coach of the Bethel 
volleyball team, which moved out of 
the Cross County Conference cellar 
in her fi rst season — and is looking 
to make more moves upward this 
year.

“Last season, we fi nished ninth 
in the CCC — which was a huge 
improvement from years prior,” 
Siebenaller said. “Our season goal 
is to reach double digits in wins and 
move up at least two spots in the 
conference.”

Alaina Hawthorn and Emily 
Berkshire will lead the offense on 
the outside, while Klaudia Lowery 
and Sarah Swisher will provide the 
punch in the middle and Jackie 
Ontiveros and Connor Heck 
distributing the ball from the setter 
positions.

Contact Josh Brown at (937) 552-2132, or 
follow @TroyDailySports on Twitter.

File photo courtesy Lee Woolery/Speedshot 
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Bethel’s Korry Hamlin competes at 
the Miami County Championships last 
season at Milton-Union.

BOYS GOLF
8/6 at CCC Preview 8:30 
a.m.
8/8 at Franklin Monroe 10 
a.m.
8/10 at Kendig Memorial 
8 a.m.
8/15 Mississinawa Valley 
10 a.m.
8/18 at Covington 4 p.m.
8/23 at Tri-Village 4 p.m.
8/25 Twin Valley South 4 
p.m.
8/29 at Arcanum 4:30 p.m.
8/30 at Tri-County North 
4 p.m.
9/1 National Trail 4:30 p.m.
9/6 at Newton 4:30 p.m.
9/8 Ansonia 4:30 p.m.
9/10 at Franklin Monroe 
Invitational 8:30 a.m.
9/12 at Miami East 4 p.m.
9/13 Bradford 4 p.m.
9/19 Frankline Monroe 4:30 
p.m.
9/22 at CCC Tournament 
8:30 a.m.

BOYS SOCCER
8/19 at Xenia Christian 7 
p.m.
8/23 Milton-Union 5 p.m.
8/27 Brookville 7 p.m.
9/1 Troy Christian 7 p.m.
9/3 at Dayton Christian 7 
p.m.
9/6 Miami Valley 7 p.m.
9/8 at Newton 7 p.m.
9/15 Tri-County North 7 
p.m.
9/17 Catholic Central 7 p.m.
9/19 at Yellow Springs 6:15 
p.m.
9/22 at National Trail 5:30 
p.m.
9/29 Franklin Monroe 5 p.m.
10/3 Fairlawn 7 p.m.
10/6 Miami East 7 p.m.
10/10 Kenton Ridge 7 p.m.
10/13 at Twin Valley South 
7 p.m.

GIRLS SOCCER
8/19 at Xenia Christian 5 
p.m
8/23 Milton-Union 7 p.m.
8/25 Wayne 7 p.m.
8/29 Piqua 7 p.m.
9/1 Troy Christian 5 p.m.
9/8 at Newton 5 p.m.
9/10 Kenton Ridge 1 p.m.
9/15 at Tri-County North 
5:30 p.m.

9/19 at Yellow Springs 8 
p.m.
9/20 West Liberty-Salem 
7 p.m.
9/22 at National Trail 7 p.m.
9/26 Dayton Christian 7 
p.m.
9/29 Franklin Monroe 7 
p.m.
10/6 at Miami East 7 p.m.
10/11 at Anna 5 p.m.
10/13 at Twin Valley South 
5:30 p.m.

VOLLEYBALL
8/20 Urbana 10 a.m.
8/22 at Dayton Christian 
6:30 p.m.
8/23 at Xenia Christian 
6:30 p.m.
8/25 at Greneview 7 p.m.
8/26 at Urbana 10 a.m.
8/30 at Covington 7 p.m.
9/6 at Ansonia 7 p.m.
9/8 Tri-Village 7 p.m.
9/13 at Newton 7 p.m.
9/15 Mississinawa Valley 
7 p.m.
9/17 Graham 10 a.m.
9/19 at Yellow Springs 7 
p.m.
9/20 Franklin Monroe 7 
p.m.
9/22 at Bradford 7 p.m.
9/26 at Northeastern 7 
p.m.
9/27 Arcanum 7 p.m.
9/29 at Twin Valley South 
7 p.m.
10/1 at Troy Christian 10 
a.m.
10/3 Stivers 7 p.m.
10/4 Tri-County North 7 
p.m.
10/11 at National Trail 7 p.m.
10/13 Miami East 7 p.m.

CROSS COUNTRY
8/27 at Bob Schul 
Invitational 9:30 a.m.
9/3 at Covington 
Invitational 9 a.m.
9/10 at Ti�  n Carnival 9 
a.m.
9/17 at Eaton 9 a.m.
9/24 at Versailles 
Invitational 10 a.m.
10/1 at Miami County 
Invitational 9 a.m.
10/8 at Xenia Christian 
Invitational 9 a.m.
10/15 at CCC Meet 10 a.m.

Bethel High School
Football
8/26 Northridge 7:30 
p.m.
9/2 Mississinawa Valley 
7:30 p.m.
9/9 Dayton Christian 
7:30 p.m.
9/16 at Covington 7:30 
p.m.
9/23 Tri-County North 
7:30 p.m.
9/30 at Miami East 7:30 
p.m.
10/7 Twin Valley South 
7:30 p.m.
10/14 at National Trail 7 
p.m.
10/21 Ansonia 7:30 p.m.
10/28 at Arcanum 7:30 
p.m.
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By Ben Robinson
GoBuccs.com

COVINGTON — It’s 
a new era of Covington 
football as Ty Cates 
takes over the reins from 
long-time coach Dave 
Miller, who had moved 
on to the highest level 
of high school football 
(Division I) by accepting 
the head coaching job at 
Kettering Fairmont this 
past winter after leading 
the Buccaneers to nine 
straight state playoff 
berths in his nine years at 
Covington.

“This is a dream job,” 
said Cates after being 
hired by Covington to 
replace Miller. “I’m very 
well aware of the tradition 
here at Covington, and 
I truly embrace this 
tradition. I know about the 
29 league championships, 
the 16 playoff appearances 
in the last 17 years, the 
two state championships 
and the state runner-up 
team, so yes, the tradition 
here is amazing. I embrace 
it, and I want the kids to 
embrace it as well.”

And Cates expects to 
carry on the tradition — 
focused to ultimately take 
the program to another 
level.

“I want to take the 
program to the next level 
— at least that’s the goal,” 
he said. “Now I don’t want 
to come here and promise 
state championships, but 
the reality is that is the 
ultimate goal. We want to 
get past the MAC teams 
and not just compete 
with them. They are the 
standard right now, and we 
want to beat them.”

In his fi rst year at 

Covington, Cates retains 
just 20 players who were in 
uniform under Miller last 
year, so he feels he can put 
his stamp on the program 
rather quickly.

“Coach Miller did a 
marvelous job here at 
Covington and he is a 
legend, but I want to add 
my own stamp on the 
program,” Cates said. 
“I plan on being more 
balanced on offense 
between the run and the 
pass. I feel in order to beat 
teams in the playoffs that 
you have to make them 
respect the pass and the 
run.”

Defensively for 
Covington, the scheme will 
be slightly different under 

new defensive coordinator 
John Shutts, but the 
philosophy will be much of 
the same.

“The thing about 
Covington, especially 
when you look at the 
kids on fi lm, they play 
100-miles-per-hour and fl y 
to the football,” Cates said. 
“We’re not going to change 
that philosophy, but we 
will add to it with different 
defensive alignments and 
techniques. There will be 
some adjustments, but the 
idea is to put the kids in 
position to make plays.”

And Cates is blessed to 
have plenty of ammunition 
at his disposal as he 
fi elds a senior class 
of 13, including eight 

seniors who will be three-
year starters; Branden 
Robinson, Deron White, 
Nathan Blei, Seth Thomas, 
Adam Lefeld, Zane Barnes, 
Lance Miller and Carl 
Lankford. White, Robinson 
and Blei have also lettered 
in each of their three 
previous seasons of high 
school football — all 
playoff seasons.

“We have a great senior 
class, and they’ve bought 
in from day one,” Cates 
said. “They’ve set the 
tone, holding themselves 
and the underclassman 
accountable when it 
comes to effort, attitude 
and accountability. That 
makes our job as coaches 
much easier because we 

can focus on coaching 
football.”

With the senior class 
leading the way, the 
Buccaneers enjoy their 
largest roster since 2013 
with fi fty players as many 
kids returned to the fi eld 
after sitting out last season 
and a large freshman class 
of 21 players join the 
ranks.

“I like our younger 
kids,” Cates said. “We have 
some tough freshmen and 
sophomores who will give 
us good looks on the scout 
team and push some of our 
varsity players.”

Even with the evolution 
of learning a new 
offense and defense, the 
expectations at Covington 
are as high as ever.

“At Covington, the 
expectations are always 
high,” Cates said. “No 
class wants to be the one 
that doesn’t win a CCC 
title or fails to make the 
playoffs, because those 
things are expected 
here. We have a good 

senior class with a lot of 
experience who we will 
rely on for leadership. 
I’m so excited to have the 
opportunity to work with 
these kids.”

Covington will begin 
its seventieth season of 
Buccaneer football on 
August 26th at home 
against St. Henry.

Anthony Weber/Troy Daily News file
Covington’s Ethan Herron carries the football against Bethel last season

A new era for Covington football

BOYS GOLF
8/8 Homan Memorial 9:30 a.m.
8/10 Kendig Memorial 8 a.m.
8/11 Greenville Invitational 9 a.m.
8/12 CCC Preview 8:30 a.m.
8/16 Piqua 4 p.m.
8/18 Bethel 4 p.m.
8/22 at Miami East 4:30 p.m.
8/23 at National Trail 4:30 p.m.
8/25 at Tri-Village 4 p.m.
8/27 at Tri-Village Invitational 8:30 a.m.
8/29 at Twin Valley South 4 p.m.
9/1 Tri-County North 4 p.m.
9/3 at Versailles Invitational 8 a.m.
9/6 Mississinawa Valley 4 p.m.
9/8 at Bradford 4 p.m.
9/10 at Franklin Monroe Invitational 8:30 
a.m.
9/12 Newton 4 p.m.
9/13 at Ansonia 4 p.m.
9/15 at Franklin Monroe 4 p.m.
9/19 Arcanum 4 p.m.
9/22 at CCC Tournament 8:30 a.m.

GIRLS GOLF
8/3 Covington Invitational 8 a.m.
8/8 at Arcanum Invitational 9 a.m.
8/11 at Versailles Invitational 8:30 a.m.
8/15 at Miami East 3 p.m.
8/16 at Franklin Monroe Invitational 10 
a.m.
8/18 at Arcanum 4 p.m.
8/22 Piqua 4 p.m.
8/23 at National Trail 4:30 p.m.
8/25 at Tri-Village 4 p.m.
8/27 at Miami East Invitational 9 a.m.
8/29 Franklin Monroe 4 p.m.
9/1 at St. Henry 4 p.m.
9/6 Tri-Village 4 p.m.
9/8 at Fort Loramie 4 p.m.
9/12 at Russia 4 p.m.
9/15 Piqua 4 p.m.
9/19 Arcanum 4 p.m.
9/22 at CCC Tournament 8:30 a.m.

VOLLEYBALL
8/20 Russia 10 a.m.
8/22 at Botkins 7 p.m.
8/23 Jackson Center 7 p.m.
8/29 at Anna 7 p.m.
8/30 Bethel 7 p.m.
9/1 at Ansonia 7 p.m.
9/6 Tri-Village 7 p.m.
9/8 at Newton 7 p.m.
9/12 New Bremen 7 p.m.
9/13 Mississinawa Valley 7 p.m.
9/15 at Franklin Monroe 7 p.m.
9/19 at Fairlawn 7 p.m.
9/20 Bradford 7 p.m.
9/22 at Arcanum 7 p.m.
9/24 Minster Invitational 9 a.m.
9/27 at Twin Valley South 7 p.m.
9/29 Tri-County North 7 p.m.
10/3 at Versailles 7 p.m.
10/4 National Trail 7 p.m.
10/11 at Miami East 7 p.m.

CROSS COUNTRY
8/27 at Bob Schul 9 a.m.
9/3 Covington Invitational 9 a.m.
9/10 at Spencerville Invitational 9 a.m.
9/17 at Friendship Invitational 9:30 a.m.
9/24 at Sidney Invitational 10 a.m.
10/1 at Miami County Invitational 9 a.m.
10/8 at Anna Invitational 10 a.m.
10/15 at CCC Meet 10 a.m.

Bucc girls hope to defend CCC title
By Rob Kiser
rkiser@civitasmedia.com
and Josh Brown
jbrown@civitasmedia.com

COVINGTON — The 
Covington girls cross country 
team is coming off another 
successful season.

The Buccs were CCC 
champs, district runner-up, 
regional runner-up and ninth 
in Division III at state.

The top returners 
include seniors Allison 
Angle, Allison Babylon, 
and Anna Dunn; juniors 
Sarabeth Anderson, Daneille 
Alexander, Emma Dammeyer, 
Kelsey Dysinger, and Tori 
Lyle; and sophomores 
Paige Boehringer, Ashlyn 
Plessinger, Sarah Remley, and 
Olivia Vombaur.

New runners include 
Chelsea Ford, Alexis Meyer, 
Shae Robinson, Savannah 
Travers, and Sammi 
Whiteman.

Leading the way for the 
Buccs will be returning state 
qualifi ers Danielle Alexander, 
Paige Boehringer, Emma 
Dammeyer, Kelsey Dysinger, 
Ashlyn Plessinger, and Anna 
Dunn, a three-time state 
qualifi er.

‘We have a solid group 
of runners returning and I 
think we could have some 
new runners that will be 
competing for a varsity spot 
by the end of the year, which 
will make our whole team 
better in the end,” Long 
said. “They have all worked 
extremely hard, so it will be 
another fun season with a 
great group of girls.”

Covington girls hope to be 
in the mix for another league 
title.

* Volleyball
Veteran coach Lonnie Cain 

is back to coach Covington 
volleyball.

Covington fi nished 10-13 
overall last year and 8-5 in the 
Cross County Conference.

Graduating off that team 
were Brooke Gostomsky and 
Arianna Richards.

Returning letterwinners 
include seniors Rachel York, 
Savannah Schaurer and 
Ashley Cecil; and juniors 
Brie Dieperink and Breanna 
Kimmel.

“This is a fun group that 
is eager to learn and natural 
competitors,” Cain said. “Last 
season we dropped a few fi ve-
set matches that hopefully 
with another year of maturity 
we will come out on top this 
season. I am hopeful that we 
can improve on last season’s 
8-5 league record and match 
the challenges presented by 
some top notch non-league 
matches against Jackson 
Center, Anna, New Bremen, 
Versailles and Miami East in 
the CCC.

“I expect the Buccs to 
improve every time we touch 
the court, be fun to watch 
and to be competitive while 
representing Covington in a 
positive manner on and off 
the court.”

Cain hopes to be in the mix 
in the CCC this season.

* Boys Cross Country
Josh Long returns as 

coach.
Leading the way will 

be senior Josh Sowers, 
juniors Nate Lyle, Hunter 
Brumbaugh, Mason Dilley, 
Dylan Kelly and Tanner 
Kimmel; and sophomores 
Ashby Rench and Tyler 
Travers.

New to the team are Zane 
Barhorst, Ian Benedict, Ryan 
Gengler, Spencer Hogue, 
Hunter Evans, Fletcher Metz 
and Andrew Parker.

“They have all been 
working extremely hard,” 
Long said. “So, it will be fun 
to watch how much they have 
improved.”

The goal is for the Buccs to 
be running their best at the 
end of the season.

* Boys Golf
Bill Wise is back for his 

11th year as the Covington 
boys golf coach, and while his 
team may be inexperienced 
this year, junior Andrew 
Slusher could provide just the 
leadership the Buccaneers 
need — though he still could 
use some help.

Joining Slusher will 
be senior returner Derek 
McCool and sophomores 
Hunter Alexander and Jack 
Shell, with sophomores 
Thomas Keuther and Garrett 
Warner and freshman Dylan 
Lucas adding depth to the 

Covington’s 
Rachel 
York goes 
up for a 
kill against 
Catholic 
Central 
during the 
Division IV 
sectional 
tournament 
last 
season at 
Tippecanoe 
High 
School

Covington’s 
Paige 

Boehringer 
competes 

during a 
meet last 

season.

File photo by Ben Robinson/GoBuccs.com
Covington’s Deron White gets past the defense during a game last 
season.

COVINGTON HIGH 
SCHOOL FOOTBALL
8/26 St. Henry 7:30 p.m.
9/2 Arcanum 7:30 p.m.
9/9 at Mississinawa Valley 
7:30 p.m.
9/16 Bethel 7:30 p.m.
9/23 at Troy Christian 7:30 
p.m.
9/30 at Tri-County North 
7:30 p.m.
10/6 Miami East 7 p.m.
10/14 at Twin Valley South 
7:30 p.m.
10/21 National Trail 7:30 
p.m.
10/28 at Ansonia 7:30 p.m.

squad.
“Andrew should compete for 

player of the year in the Cross 
County Conference,” Wise said. 
“He’s continued to work hard 
over the summer and will be our 
top scorer this season. Derek will 
have to step up and help lead this 
young team. We are very young 
and inexperienced, but our goal 
is to improve each week and 
continue to build for the future.”

* Girls Golf
Covington returns the majority 

of its lineup from a season ago, 
bringing back fi ve of the six 
Buccaneer golfers — including 
their top two scorers in seniors 
Addison Metz and Kelsey 
McReynolds. And the Buccs 
are hoping they can improve 
throughout the season and fi nish 
in the middle of the Cross County 
Conference.

Also returning from last year’s 
team is senior Megan Alexander, 

and the Buccs will round out the 
varsity lineup with a junior, a 
sophomore and a freshman.

“We should be competitive in 
the CCC this year,” Covington 
coach Adam Sweigart said. “We 
hope to make improvements 
each and every match we play, 
and our goal is to be competitive 
among our conference opponents 
and ourselves. Our team has a 
wide range of experience, from 
seasoned veterans to fi rst-timers 
in the sport. All that I ask of the 
girls is to enjoy their time on 
the course with their opponents, 
try their hardest, put in as 
much effort as possible to make 
themselves better at the sport of 
golf, and lastly to have fun while 
playing.”

Contact Josh Brown at (937) 552-2132, 
or follow @TroyDailySports on Twitter. 
Rob Kiser can be reached at (937) 
451-3334.

File photo by Ben Robinson/GoBuccs.com

Rob Kiser/Civitas Media
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By David Fong
dfong@civitasmedia.com

TROY — Two names are 
noticeably absent from the Troy 
Christian football team’s roster 
this season.

But it’s the ones that are not 
that has head coach Ryan Jones 
— himself one of the new names 
on the roster — excited.

“We have quite a bit of 
experience returning,” Jones said. 
“Our seniors are the heart and 
soul of this team. They’ve really 
been able to help the younger 
guys out.”

The two names missing from 
the roster are missing are Steve 
Nolan — the man who preceded 
Jones and brought the program 
back to life after it was forced 
to cancel football in 2012 due to 
lack of player participation — 
and Luke Dillahunt, the two-time 
2,000-yard rusher who broke 
every school rushing record 
while earning Ohio’s Division 
VII Offensive Player of the Year 
honors from the Associated Press.

Not to worry, however, as Jones 
feels confi dent in the players the 
Eagles do have coming back this 
season.

“Things are going well,” Jones 
said. “I’ve been really happy with 
our senior leaders, and our young 
guys are coming along. We’re 
making good strides. The kids 
are working hard and responding 
to what we are trying to teach 
them.”

Offensively, Troy Christian 
will be led by senior quarterback 
Hayden Hartman, a three-year 
letterwinner.

“He’s a great player, but an 
even better person off the fi eld,” 
Jones said. “He just keeps getting 
better and better.”

In the backfi eld will be senior 

Jacob Calvert and junior Louden 
Saulbeamer, both of whom have 
plenty of experience and will be 
looking to fi ll the void left by 
Dillahunt. The primary receivers 
will be seniors Jacob Brown and 
Peyton Spurlock, both returning 
starters. Senior Isaac Hivner and 
sophomore Harrison Hartman 
will play both receiver and tight 
end.

Brown was the team’s leading 
receiver and a third-team All-
Ohio selection last year.

“He was great last year,” 
Jones said of Brown. “He’s really 
focusing on mastering his craft.”

Troy Christian returns pretty 
much its entire offensive line 
intact from last season. At the 
tackles will be a rotation of David 
Blake and Matthew Boone, along 
with sophomore Nick Baker. At 
the guards will be seniors Seth 

Douglas and Caleb Salazar.
“We are going to run a similar 

offense to what we’ve run the 
last few years,” Jones said. 
“The guys already have a good 
background with what we do — 
the last thing we wanted to do 
was come in here and mess them 
up their senior year by changing 
everything.”

Defensively, 10 of the Eagles’ 
11 starters also start on defense. 
Numbers continue to be a 
problem for Troy Christian; there 
are only 30 players on the team, 
six of which are freshmen.

“We are hoping our experience 
pays off for us — the numbers are 
what they are,” Jones said. “That 
happens a lot in Division VII 
football — there’s nothing we can 
really do about that. We are going 
to have to manage our players 
wisely — but you can only do 

so much to keep them protected 
in practice in terms of limiting 
hitting. In games, you can’t do 
anything. We’ve got guys playing 
both ways who are going to be 
exposed to a lot of football.”

Anchoring the defensive line 
will be Douglas, a third-team All-
Ohio selection last year. He’ll be 
joined on the interior by Blake, 
while Forrer and Boone will play 
at defensive line.

Calvert — a second-team All-
Ohio selection last year — will 
be at one outside linebacker spot, 
while Salazar will play the other. 
Saulbeamer will be at middle 
linebacker.

In the defensive backfi eld, 
Spurlock and Brown will play 
cornerback, Hayden Hartman 
will play strong safety and junior 
Cameron Stine will start at strong 
safety.

Although he’s the new head 

coach, Jones has been with the 
program as an assistant coach for 
three years.

“Things are going well,” 
he said. “I’ve already got a 
relationship with a lot of the 
players. We are looking forward 
to the season.”

Contact David Fong at dfong@
civitasmedia.com; follow him on Twitter 
@thefong
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Jones takes over as Troy Christian’s coach

Photos Courtesy of Lee Woolery | Speedshot Photo
Hayden Hartman returns at quarterback for Troy Christian.

All-Ohio receiver Jacob Brown is back 
for the Eagles this season.

Eagle teams take aim at MBC
By Josh Brown
jbrown@civitasmedia.com

TROY — As Ryan Zeman 
enters his eighth season as 
coach of the Troy Christian 
boys soccer team, the 
Eagles are looking ahead to 
a tough road through the 
Metro Buckeye Conference 
— but they also have a 
returning team strong 
enough to travel that road.

Senior Jon Slone, the 
team’s all-time leading goal 
scorer, returns to lead the 
offense along with junior 
Andrew Strait — both of 
which were named All-MBC 
last season. Three starters 
also return in the midfi eld, 
led by junior All-MBC pick 
Colt Tanner, fellow junior 
Jared Trimbach and senior 
Brendan Pohle.

Two more All-MBC 
players, Seth and Jacob 
Wynne, return to anchor 
the defense, with Seth 
being a senior and Jacob 
a sophomore. And in goal 
will be sophomore Jackson 

Kremer.
“We fi nished third in 

the league last year behind 
Dayton Christian and 
Yellow Springs, so we 
would like to improve that 
this year and be atop the 
MBC,” Zeman said. “We 
feel that we are one of the 
top Division III teams in the 
Miami Valley.”

* Girls Soccer
The Metro Buckeye 

Conference is solid in girls 
soccer this season, but with 
a quality group of young 
returning players, the Troy 
Christian Eagles are hoping 
to improve on last season’s 
fourth-place fi nish.

“We have a really strong 
core group of young ladies, 
and if we can stay injury-
free, we should have a good 
shot,” said Troy Christian 
coach Brian Peters. “Our 
conference should be really 
strong this year. Both 
Miami Valley and Dayton 
Christian have very strong 
returning teams. We hope 

to surprise a few teams this 
year, but commitment and 
team unity will be key for 
us. Our goal will be to put 
us in contention for the 
league title and progress 
out of districts in the 
tournament.”

That core group is 
strongest on defense, where 
all of the Eagles’ returning 
All-MBC players are. First 
team selection Cara Salazar 
returns in goal, and second 
team selections Hailey 
Peters and Lauren Moritz 
will protect the defensive 
backfi eld. There’s also 
experience in the midfi eld, 
though, with Olivia Glaser 
and Riley Spoltman back, 
and they will be joined 
by Lexi Salazar. And up 
front, Nicole Murphy and 
Ariana Shoemaker will look 
to provide some offensive 
punch.

* Volleyball
Karen Forrer takes over 

the Troy Christian volleyball 
program this season after 

assisting for the past 
three years, and with a 
large group of returning 
players, the Eagles are 
poised to contend for a 
Metro Buckeye Conference 
championship.

Seniors A’Maria Carter, 
Emily Slone and Kyran 
Goodison will make up the 
attack from the outside, 
and they will be joined by 
sophomore Jalyn Forrer. 
And in the middle, senior 
Jenna Grady and junior 
Kathryn Lee will provide 
both offense and defense.

Brittany Swartz and 
Rachel Winters, both 
juniors, will set the ball as 
the Eagles move to a 6-2 
offense, and sophomores 
Allison Winger and Nicole 
Seagraves can both cover 
ground on defense and pass 
the ball.

“We have every reason to 
believe that we will win the 
MBC this season and play 
deep into the postseason 
tournament,” Forrer said. 
“The team is focused, 
skilled and determined. 
Our team goals include 
improving our serving 
effectiveness, increasing 
our blocking percentage 
and working together as 
a team both in and out of 
system.”

* Cross Country
The Troy Christian boys 

have a complete cross 
country team this year, 
albeit a young one, that is 
hoping to advance to the 
regional meet. The girls, 
meanwhile, have a pair of 
runners that are hoping to 
earn all-conference honors 
at the Metro Buckeye 
Conference meet.

Isaac Flora and Nick 
Pratt, a pair of sophomores, 
return to lead the boys 
team. Junior Zach Davidson 
and a quartet of freshmen 
— Carter Ritchey, Robert 
Ventura, Nate Hunnicutt 
and Aiden Tkach — will 
make up the rest of the 
pack.

And on the girls’ side, 
freshman Gracie Glaser 
nearly set an eighth-grade 
record last year, and she 
will run with Rachel 
Plummer, who returns after 
a year off.

“The boys will be going 
after a title in the MBC, and 
we have our sights set to 
run as a team in Troy when 
the regional tournament is 
held,” Troy Christian coach 
Jeff McDaniel said. “And 
for the girls, the MBC has 
some outstanding runners, 
and Gracie and Rachel 
are ready to be in that top 
group. Both should be in 
the top seven for conference 
fi rst team honors.”

Contact Josh Brown at (937) 552-
2132, or follow @TroyDailySports 
on Twitter.

Troy Christian’s Cara Salazar makes a leaping save during a 
postseason game against Lehman last season.

TROY CHRISTIAN HIGH 
SCHOOL FOOTBALL
8/26 at Dayton Christian 7 p.m.
9/2 Bradford 7:30 p.m.
9/9 at Northridge 7 p.m.
9/16 Fair� eld Christian 7:30 
p.m.
9/23 Covington 7:30 p.m.
9/30 at Ansonia 7:30 p.m.
10/7 Tri-County North 7:30 p.m.
10/14 at Arcanum 7:30 p.m.
10/21 at Miami East 7:30 p.m.
10/28 Mississinawa Valley 7:30 
p.m.

BOYS GOLF
8/9 at Urbana Invitational 8:30 a.m.
8/10 at Miamisburg Invitational 8:30 
a.m.
8/11 at Pre-MBC 11 a.m.
8/15 at Troy Invitational (at TCC) noon
8/16 Russia 10:30 a.m.
8/18 Xenia Christian 10 a.m.
8/22 Carroll 4 p.m.
8/25 MBC match 5:30 p.m.
8/27 at Tri-Village Invitational 8:30 a.m.
8/29 at Russia 4:30 p.m.
9/1 West Carrollton 5:30 p.m.
9/6 at Eaton/Miami Valley 4:30 p.m.
9/8 MBC match 5:30 p.m.
9/10 Franklin Monroe Invitational 8:30 
a.m.
9/13 at Riverside 5 p.m.
9/15 at Dayton Christian 5 p.m.
9/19 Newton 4 p.m.
9/20 Mississinawa Valley 4:30 p.m.
9/22 at Post-MBC 11 a.m.
9/26 at Carroll 4:30 p.m.

BOYS SOCCER
8/20 Lehman 11 a.m.
8/23 Fairlawn 5 p.m.
8/27 at Miami Valley 1 p.m.
9/29 at Jackson Center 5 p.m.
9/1 at Bethel 7 p.m.
9/8 Xenia Christian 6:45 p.m.
9/10 at Miami East 3 p.m.
9/13 at Botkins 5 p.m.
9/17 Preble Shawnee 11:45 a.m.
9/22 Emmanuel Christian 6:45 p.m.
9/26 Newton 6:45 p.m.
9/29 Yellow Springs 6:45 p.m.
10/4 Ponitz 6:45 p.m.
10/6 at Dayton Christian 7 p.m.
10/11 Franklin Monroe 5 p.m.
10/15 at Seven Hills 5 p.m.

GIRLS SOCCER
8/20 National Trail 12:45 p.m.
8/23 at Lehman 5 p.m.
8/27 at St. Ursula 3 p.m.
8/30 Botkins 5 p.m.
9/1 at Bethel 5 p.m.

9/6 at Dayton Christian 7 p.m.
9/10 at Miami East 1 p.m.
9/13 Miami Valley 5 p.m.
9/15 Yellow Springs 5 p.m.
9/20 at Xenia Christian 5 p.m.
9/24 at Cincinnati Country Day 1 p.m.
9/26 Newton 5 p.m.
10/1 at Preble Shawnee 2 p.m.
10/4 Middletown Christian 5 p.m.
10/11 Franklin Monroe 6:45 p.m.
10/13 West Liberty-Salem 6 p.m.
10/15 at Landmark Christian noon

VOLLEYBALL
8/20 New Bremen 11:15 a.m.
8/23 at Tri-County North 6:45 p.m.
8/25 at Franklin 6:45 p.m.
8/29 at Ansonia 6:45 p.m.
8/30 Riverside 6:45 p.m.
9/3 Franklin Monroe 11:15 p.m.
9/6 at Fort Recovery 6:45 p.m.
9/8 Middletown Christian 6:15 p.m.
9/10 Stivers/Tri-Village 10 a.m.
9/13 Yellow Springs 6:15 p.m.
9/15 at Dayton Christian 6:15 p.m.
9/17 Northwestern 11:15 a.m.
9/22 at Xenia Christian 6:45 p.m.
9/24 Mississinawa Valley 11:15 a.m.
9/27 Emmanuel Christian 6:15 p.m.
9/29 at Middletown Christian 6:45 p.m.
10/1 Bethel 11:15 a.m.
10/4 at Yellow Springs 6:45 p.m.
10/6 Dayton Christian 6:15 p.m.
10/11 Xenia Christian 6:15 p.m.
10/13 at Emmanuel Christian 6:45 p.m.

CROSS COUNTRY
8/27 at Bob Schul Invitational 9 a.m.
8/30 at Lost Creek Invitational 5 p.m.
9/3 at Covington Invitational 9 a.m.
9/10 at Ti�  n Carnival 9 a.m.
9/13 at Fort Loramie Invitational 4:30 
p.m.
9/17 at Eaton Invitational 8:30 a.m.
9/24 at Centerville Invitational TBA
10/1 at Miami County Invitational 9 a.m.
10/8 at Anna Invitational 10 a.m.
10/15 at MBC Meet 9 a.m.

Troy Christian’s Jon Slone receives a long pass during a game last 
season.

Jacob Calvert (21), an All-Ohio 
selection at linebacker last season, 
will take on a more featured role on 
offense this season.
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By Rob Kiser
rkiser@civitasmedia.com

PIQUA — Piqua football 
coach Bill Nees is aware of 
the buzz around the Piqua 
football team this season.

The Indians are coming 
off their fi rst playoff 
appearance since 2007 after 
going 6-5 a year ago and 
return numerous starters 
on both sides of the ball 
— including Michigan 
State commit Darien Tipps-
Clemons and Kent State 
commit Nate Monnin.

But nothing has really 
changed as far as Nees 
and his coaching staff are 
concerned.

“From the outside, there 
may be more optimism,” 
Nees said. “There may be 
years where we appear 
stronger on paper. But 
for the coaches, this is no 
different than any other 
year. You have to remember, 
we are coming off 365 days 
of them lifting weights, 
working with them in the 
summer. We think we are 
going to run the table every 
year. Some years, we just 
come up a little short.”

The biggest change on the 
offensive side of the ball will 
be at quarterback.

Junior Austin Davis 5-foot-
11, 200 pounds) — after 
missing last season with an 
injury — is set to take over 
the reigns.

And Davis has plenty of 
talent around him to help 
him out.

“We have been very 
pleased with what we have 
seen so far,” Nees said. “I 
think it helps having a strong 
running game and we are 
real solid on the offensive 

line. He picked up the three-
step package fi rst, then the 
play action. The key now is 
going to be if he can pick up 
the fi ve-step and the reads 
he has to make in the fi ve-
step. That will be the key.”

Tipps-Clemons, the 
offensive player of the year 
in the Greater Western Ohio 
Conference North a year, 
returns in the backfi eld.

The 6-foot-2, 218-pound 
senior rushed for 1,565 
yards and 24 touchdowns 
last year on 213 carries, 
running over and around 
people. Joining him in the 
backfi eld will be senior Allen 
Schrubb (6-1, 237).

“They work really well 
together,” Nees said. 
“They block well for each 
other, and there aren’t too 
many teams that have 220 
pound running backs in the 
backfi eld together.”

Junior Hayden Schrubb 
(6-2, 163) looks like he is 
ready for a breakout season 
as the receiver spot, while 
joining him will be seniors 
Hunter Hawk (5-10, 158) 
and Caleb Patton (6-2, 172) 
and junior Ben Schmiesing 
(6-2, 197). Hawk had nine 
catches for 117 yards a year 
ago.

“In all our summer 
workouts Hayden (Schrubb) 
has been the go-to guy and 
has had an outstanding 
summer,” Nees said. “The 
receivers need to catch the 
ball when they have the 
opportunity and I think the 
big key will be doing a better 
job of blocking down fi eld 
— and they have been doing 
that.”

The Indians also have two 
versatile tight ends in senior 

Monnin (6-4, 266) and 
junior Derek Hite (6-4, 247). 
Monnin caught 14 passes for 
178 yards a year ago.

“They are our starting 
ends on the defensive side 
of the ball,” Nees said. “We 
can rotate them and keep 
them fresh. They give us 
two guys who are big targets 
with a lot of athletic ability. 
It makes the boots and 
passes in the fl at a lot more 
effective and opens up the 
play-action passing game.”

Up front, the Indians 
return guards senior 
Anthony Grunkemeyer (6-2, 
266) and junior Ben Bynum 
(5-11, 239).

The center will be junior 
Colten Meyer (5-11, 237), 
while the tackles will be 
junior Brent Lemmon (6-5, 
263) and sophomore Caden 
Clark (6-4, 279).

“We have two all league 
guards returning,” Nees 
said. “Colten Meyer is one 
of the most versatile centers 
we have had in a long time. 
And on the outside, we have 
two huge tackles in Brent 
Lemmon and Caden Clark. 
I think our offensive line is 
going to be real solid.”

On defense, the news is 
just as good.

Piqua returns its huge 
defensive front intact.

At defensive ends will 
be Monnin and Hite, with 
seniors Tristen Cox (6-4, 
308) and Josh Potter (6-2, 
326) returning at defensive 
tackle.

Those four combined for 
10 sacks a year ago.

“Derek Hite led the 
GWOC North in sacks a year 
ago (5.5),” Nees said. “We 
expect him to have the same 

kind of numbers or improve 
on them this year.”

The linebacking corp is 
strong as well.

Outside linebackers Tipps-
Clemons and Schmiesing 
combined for 105 tackles 
a year ago, while senior Ty 
Carnes, (6-2, 246) who had 
42 tackles last year is back 
inside, with seniors Brett 
Craft (5-11, 239) and Allen 
Schrubb seeing time at the 
other linebacker spot.

“Ty Carnes was an all-
league linebacker last year,” 
Nees said. “We are happy to 
have six all-league players 
returning in our front eight. 
Craft got some experience at 
linebacker last year as well.”

The secondary is led by 
three year starter Dylan 
Cole, a 6-foot-1, 196-pound 
senior, at safety, with junior 
Jacob Bushnell (5-10, 170) 
at one cornerback spot. Cole 
had 53 tackles and three 

interceptions a year ago.
Also seeing action in the 

defensive backfi eld will be 
seniors Hawk and Austin 
Hecker (6-0, 158) and 
juniors Hayden Schrubb and 
Cale Meckstroth (5-11, 163).

“Dylan Cole has been a 
leader back there,” Nees 
said. “Last year, he was just 
a member of the secondary. 
This year, he has taken over 
out there and everything has 
been real positive.”

The Indians special teams 
will also be solid.

Junior Robbie Comstock 
(5-8, 145) will handle the 
place-kicking duties, while 
Tipps-Clemons returns as 
punter after averaging 31.9 
yards last year.

“Robbie (Comstock) is 
from the soccer team,” Nees 
said.

The Indians will be tested 
early, with four of their fi rst 
six games on the road.

After hosting Meadowdale 
in week one, the Indians 
travel to Trotwood-Madison 
for a big week two game. 
That will be followed by 
a trip to Franklin, a home 
game with West Carrollton 
and then road games with 
Xenia and then Sidney to 
open GWOC American 
North play on a Thursday 
night.

“Opening night is always 
a big night,” Nees said. “We 
do a lot of traveling in the 
summer. My only concern is 
back-to-back road games at 
Trotwood and Franklin.”

The GWOC North has 
become the American North 
with Tippecanoe replacing 
Trotwood-Madison.

After Sidney, Piqua 
hosts Greenville, travels 
to Vandalia-Butler, then 
entertains Tippecanoe and 
Troy to close the regular 
season.

“I think all the teams in 
the American North are 
going to be good,” Nees 
said. “It is going to be very 
competitive in the American 
North.”

With the hope it will lead 
to playoff run to follow — 
which makes it just like 
every other season for Nees 
and his staff.

Rob Kiser can be reached at (937) 
451-3334.

Mike Ullery/Civitas Media file
Piqua’s Darien Tipps-Clemons picks up first down during a game 
last season.

BOYS GOLF
8/5 at Pre-GWOC 8:30 a.m.
8/8 Homan Invitational (at 
Piqua CC) 8:30 a.m.
8/11 at Greenville 
Invitational 8:30 a.m.
8/16 at Covington 4 p.m.
8/17 at Miami East 2 p.m.
8/22 at Russia 4 p.m.
8/24 Lehman 4 p.m.
8/27 at Tri-Village 
Invitational 8:30 a.m.
8/31 at Sidney 4 p.m.
9/1 at Greenville 4 p.m.
9/6 at Fairborn 4 p.m.
9/10 at Franklin Monroe 
8:30 a.m.
9/13 at Troy 4 p.m.
9/15 Fairborn 4 p.m.
9/19 Fort Loramie 4 p.m.
9/21 Sidney 4 p.m.
9/24 at Post-GWOC 8:30 
a.m.
9/26 at Spring� eld 4 p.m.
9/27 Greenville 4 p.m.

GIRLS GOLF
8/3 at Covington 
Invitational 8 a.m.
8/4 at Beavercreek 9 a.m.
8/5 at Pre-GWOC noon
8/8 Northmont TBA
8/11 at Ben Logan 
Invitational 8 a.m.
8/12 at Wayne 3 p.m.
8/18 Greenville 4 p.m.
8/22 Covington 4 p.m.
8/25 at Wapakoneta 4:30 
p.m.
9/1 at Greenville TBA
9/7 Fairmont 4 p.m.
9/12 at Wayne 4 p.m.
9/14 Butler 4:15 p.m.
9/15 at Covington 4 p.m.
9/19 Fairborn 3:30 p.m.
9/21 West Carrollton 4 p.m.
9/28 at Post-GWOC TBA

BOYS SOCCER
8/23 Trotwood 7 p.m.
8/25 at Urbana 7 p.m.
8/27 Grahamn 7:30 p.m.
8/30 West Carrollton 7 
p.m.
9/1 at Xenia 7 p.m.
9/8 Fairborn 7 p.m.
9/10 at Indian Lake 7 p.m.
9/13 at Stebbins 7 p.m.
9/17 Miami East 7 p.m.
9/20 at Tippecanoe 7 p.m.
9/22 Butler 7 p.m.
9/24 at Stivers 3 p.m.
9/27 at Sidney 7 p.m.
10/4 Greenville 7 p.m.
10/11 at Troy 7 p.m.
10/13 Spring� eld 7 p.m.

GIRLS SOCCER
8/20 Newton 7 p.m.
8/22 at Bellefontaine 7 
p.m.
8/24 at Trotwood 5:30 p.m.
8/27 at West Carrollton 7 
p.m.
8/29 at Bethel 7 p.m.

8/31 Xenia 7 p.m.
9/3 Celina noon
9/10 at Fairborn noon
9/14 Stebbins 7 p.m.
9/19 Spring� eld 7 p.m.
9/21 at Butler 7 p.m.
9/24 Tippecanoe noon
9/28 Sidney 7 p.m.
10/5 at Greenville 7 p.m.
10/12 Troy 7 p.m.
10/15 at Miami East 7 p.m.

TENNIS
8/15 St. Marys Memorial 
4:30 p.m.
8/18 at Trotwood 4:30 p.m.
8/23 at West Carrollton 
4:30 p.m.
8/25 Xenia 4:30 p.m.
8/30 Stivers 4:30 p.m.
9/1 at Fairborn 4:30 p.m.
9/6 Stebbins 4:30 p.m.
9/8 at Butler 4:30 p.m.
9/12 at Urbana 4:30 p.m.
9/13 Tippecanoe 4:30 p.m.
9/15 Sidney 4:30 p.m.
9/20 at Greenville 4:30 
p.m.
9/22 Troy 4:30 p.m.
9/26 at Tecumseh 4:30 
p.m.
9/28 at Lehman 4:30 p.m.

VOLLEYBALL
8/20 at Bellefontaine noon
8/22 Milton-Union 7 p.m.
8/23 at Butler 7 p.m.
8/25 Tippecanoe 7 p.m.
8/30 Sidney 7 p.m.
9/1 at Greenville 7 p.m.
9/6 Troy 7 p.m.
9/8 at Trotwood 7 p.m.
9/12 at Tecumseh 7 p.m.
9/13 at West Carrollton 7 
p.m.
9/15 Xenia 7 p.m.
9/19 Wapakoneta 7 p.m.
9/22 at Fairborn 7 p.m.
9/24 Piqua Invitational 9 
a.m.
9/27 Stebbins 7 p.m.
9/28 Butler 7 p.m.
9/30 at Sidney 7 p.m.
10/4 at Tippecanoe 7 p.m.
10/11 Greenville 7 p.m.
10/13 at Troy 7 p.m.

CROSS COUNTRY
8/30 at Troy Invitational 4 
p.m.
9/3 at Covington 
Invitational 9 a.m.
9/13 at Fort Loramie 
Invitational 4 p.m.
9/17 at Cedarville 
Invitational 8 a.m.
9/24 at Centerville Night 
Lights 7 p.m.
10/1 at Miami County 
Invitational 9 a.m.
10/5 at Tippecanoe 
Invitational 4 p.m.
10/8 at Willowbrook 
Invitational 8 a.m.
10/15 at GWOC Meet TBA

By Rob Kiser
rkiser@civitasmedia.com

PIQUA — Kyle Bowman 
and Ryan King take over as 
boys cross country coaches 
this season.

Bowman was a Division I 
runner at Kent State, while 
King has much experience 
in long distance running 
with marathons and ultra 
marathons.

The Indians fi nished 
fourth in the Greater 
Western Ohio Conference 
North last year.

Graduating off that team 
was Isaiah Garber.

The Indians will be led 
senior Andy Mayse, a two-
time regional qualifi er who 
is coming off advancing to 
the state meet in track in the 
800 and 1,600, placing in the 
1,600.

Other returning 
letterwinners include seniors 
Dante Kemp, Bradley 
McPherson and Ryan 
Reiss; and juniors Austin 
Harshman, Cameron Brown 
and Preston Schaeffer.

* Girls Cross Country
Bowman and King will 

coach the girls team as well.
Piqua is coming off a 

fourth-place fi nish in the 
GWOC North.

Returning letterwinners 
include seniors Kenna Bell, 
Juliya Hsiang, Ainsleigh 
Spradlin, and Hannah Van 
Gorden; juniors Meredith 
Butt and Lily Stewart; and 
sophomores Liz Cox and 
Olivia Ames.

* Volleyball
Liana Michael takes over 

as Piqua volleyball coach 
after three years as JV 
coach/varsity assistant.

The Indians are coming 
off an 11-11 season last 
year and fi nished 3-2 in the 
GWOC North.

Graduating of that team 
were senior setter Cassidy 
Sullenberger, a four-year 
starter; outside hitter Kyla 
Blankenship and defensive 
specialist Erin Patrizio and 
Carly Brown.

Piqua returns a strong 
group, including senior 
outside hitter Ashley 
Brading; senior middle 
Ashley Ho; junior middle 
Haley Michael; junior 
outside hitter Mikayla 
Schaffner; junior defensive 
specialists Lauren Williams 
and Kelsey Magoteaux; and 
sophomore setter Macie 

Schaffner.
Ho had 95 kills and 63 

blocks a year ago, to go with 
12 aces and 55 digs; while 
Brading had 85 kills and 
seven blocks.

Michael added 40 kills 
and 13 blocks, while Mikayla 
Schaffner had 90 kills and 
29 digs.

Magoteaux had 328 
digs and seven aces, while 
Williams had 92 digs and 14 
aces.

“Last year, we had a very 
young team,” Michael said. 
“This year we are stepping 
out on the court with 
experience. We are looking 
at a very talented and 
dynamic team this year that 
we are expecting big things 
from. Our team goal is to 
‘put numbers on the wall’.

“In other words, it has 
been a long time since we 
have won a conference, 
sectional or even district 
title (2011) — it is time to 
do it.”

In the fi rst year of the 
GWOC American North, 
Tippecanoe will replace 
Trotwood-Madison and there 
will be a double round-robin 
played, doubling the number 
of conference games.

“We are looking forward 
to the changes in the 
GWOC schedule and have 
been working hard in the 
off-season to compete and 
win,” Michael said. “My 
prediction is a win or tie 
in the GWOC (American) 
North (for Piqua). Playing 
Troy and Tipp twice will be 
diffi cult and may lead to a tie 
situation — we look forward 
to the challenge.”

* Boys Golf
Andy Johnson takes over 

as Piqua boys golf coach.
Last season, Piqua was 5-7 

overall and 2-2 in the GWOC 
American North.

Graduating off that team 
were Kyle Ingle and Derrick 
Gullett.

Returning letterwinners 
include Derek Jennings, 
Brennan Hicks, Aaron Davis, 
Jon Irvin, Kody Poling, 
Spencer Lavey

Coach’s Comments 
(Season’s Goals, 
Expectations):

“I expect our golfers to 
come out and give their best 
effort every time they step 
on the course,” Johnson said. 
“We have a lot of experience 
coming back, but we need 

to work on becoming more 
consistent. If they are willing 
to put the time and effort 
into their game, we should 
see a vast improvement in 
not only their scores, but 
also their confi dence.

“My goals are to be 
competitive in every match 
we play in this year and have 
at least one golfer qualify 
for districts, but I also want 
them to enjoy playing golf 
and to want to keep playing 
golf even after the season is 
over.”

Piqua plays in the 
GWOC American North, 
with Tippecanoe replacing 
Trotwood-Madison.

Johnson hopes to 
challenge for one of the top 
spots.

* Girls Golf
Cathy Barhorst is back for 

her fourth season as coach.
The Lady Indians were 

8-9 overall last year and 1-2 
in the GWOC North.

Graduating off that team 
were Cassidy Craft (Urbana 
University) and Sarah 
Ganger (Grace College).

Returning letterwinners 
include seniors Anna 
Klopfenstein and Macy 
Pruitt; junior Korren Evans 
and sophomores Kelsey 
Bachman and Skylar Sloan.

“With 5 returning letter 
winners and with new 
golfers (sophomore Regan 
Branson, and freshman Adde 
Honeycutt), we look to have 
a strong team this year,” 
Barhorst said. “Seniors Anna 
Klopfenstein and Macey 
Pruitt are providing a great 
deal of leadership for our 
team and have both posted 
some very good scores so far 
this season.

“Junior Korren Evans 
continues to show great 
improvement. Sophomore 
Kelsey Bachman will assume 
the role of # 1 golfer and has 
already established herself 
as someone to watch in the 
GWOC, and sophomore 
Skylar Sloan is looking 
to build on a successful 
freshman season.

“Last year we played a 
very tough schedule on 
some very diffi cult courses 
and the team felt our record 
wasn’t as good as it should 
have been. This season’s 
schedule is equally diffi cult, 
but the team is focused on 
a improving on last year’s 
record.”

Barhorst hopes to be very 
competitive in the GWOC 
American North.

* Boys Soccer
Flo Loisy makes the 

switch from girls soccer 
coach to boys.

6-9-2 league 1-3-1
Graduating off last year’s 

team were Bradley Hohlbein, 
Caleb Vallieu, Jon Gerlach, 
Jared Brandt, Zach Foreman, 
Nolan Mauer and Tim Fair.

Returning letterwinners 
include seniors Kadare 
Atkins and Kameron 
Ashton; juniors Quentin 
Evans, Robbie Comstock, 
Kaden Jones, Wesley 
Ford and Logan Evans; 
and sophomores Brandon 
Grissom and Cade Lyman.

“Being my fi rst year 
with this group it’s hard to 
say what my expectations 
are and season goals,” 
Loisy said. “Our goals are 
obviously to be as successful 
as possible but also to 
keep building the soccer 
program and establish a new 
brand going forward. My 
expectations for the guys 
are fairly simple, we stick to 
the process, we can’t focus 
on results and outcomes 
because they are too many 
moving parts and variables 
we can’t control.

“What matters to us 
moving forward are to focus 
on what we can control, that 
means the way we play, the 
way we approach the game, 
the way we prepare, the way 
we face adversity. We believe 
from top to bottom that if we 
stick with the process, if we 
stay together, we can have a 
successful season.”

Losiy hopes to be 
competitive in the GWOC 
American North, which 
has Tippecanoe replacing 
Trotwood-Madison in the 
division.

* Girls Soccer
Bret Ritter takes over as 

coach, with Loisy moving to 
the boys program.

The Lady Indians are 
coming off a 4-13 season last 
year and fi nished 2-3 in the 
GWOC North.

Graduating off that team 
were Riley Branson, Brooke 
Bubb, Amy Burt, Liz Butt, 
Kristen Davis, Liz Duer, 
Ashley Hobbs, Reynna Lavey 
and Sierra Miller.

Returning letterwinners 
include seniors Madison 
Curtner, Katie Evans, 

PIQUA HIGH SCHOOL
FOOTBALL
8/26 Meadowdale 7 p.m.
9/2 at Trotwood 7 p.m.
9/9 at Franklin 7 p.m.
9/16 West Carrollton 7 
p.m.
9/23 at Xenia 7 p.m.
9/30 at Sidney 7 p.m.
10/7 Greenville 7 p.m.
10/14 at Butler 7 p.m.
10/21 Tippecanoe 7 p.m.
10/28 Troy 7 p.m.

Buzz surrounds Piqua football

Mayse looks to lead Indian runners Chloe Clark and Claire 
Went; juniors Makenzie 
Ellerman, Grace Jennings, 
Leanna Price, Kelsey 
Smith , Ally Richardson 
and Jennouleigha Tipton; 
and sophomores Claire 
Bim Merle and Hailey 
McPherson.

“We are returning a good 

number of girls and our 
goal is to be competitive, no 
matter who we play,” Ritter 
said.

Ritter isn’t sure what to 
expect from the GWOC 
American North, with 
Tippecanoe replacing 
Trotwood-Madison in 
divisional play.
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By Rob Kiser
rkiser@civitasmedia.com

SIDNEY — When you 
play football at Lehman, you 
understand the goals going 
into the season.

Coming off a 7-5 season 
last year and a third straight 
trip to the postseason, the 
Cavaliers’ goals remain the 
same under coach Richard 
Roll. The Cavaliers have 
advanced to the playoffs in 
eight of his 10 seasons.

“The goals remain the 
same,” Roll said. “Win the 
league and make it to the 
playoffs.”

And there is no reason 
to think they won’t with a 
plethora of depth on both 
sides of the ball.

Roll has three options to 
replace Stephen Monnin at 
quarterback.

They include sophomore 
Elliott Gilardi (5-11, 
150), junior Kameron 
Lee (6-3, 190) and senior 
Dylan Arnold (5-10, 155). 
Regardless of who the 
quarterback is, all three 
are likely to be on the fi eld 
somewhere.

“Things are starting to 
shake out (at quarterback), 
Roll said. “All of them are 
athletic enough, they will be 
playing somewhere.”

Arnold is in the mix at 

running back, along with 
senior Jacob Earhart (5-10, 
185), along with juniors 
Owen Smith (5-11, 165), 
Brandon Barhorst (5-10, 
155), Aldo Barrera (5-6, 
155) and Alvaro Barrera 
(5-6, 145).

Earhart led the team in 
rushing a year ago with 
1,122 yards on 177 carries 
and 12 touchdowns.

Arnold was the leading 
receiver with 45 catches 
for 604 yards and 11 
touchdowns. Barhorst 
caught 38 passes for 498 
yards last year and will also 
see action at tight end.

The receivers include 
Lee, seniors Seth Brown 

(6-3, 175), Ethan Neu (6-1, 
155) and Jared Rourke 
(5-10, 150) and junior 
Braiden Sherman (5-11, 
145).

“It is a good problem to 
have,” Roll said about the 
depth at the skill positions. 
“We have to fi nd a way 
to rotate people and keep 
people fresh.”

Along with Barhorst at 
tight end, will be junior 
Michael Bunker (6-5, 215).

“We defi nitely have the 
ability to create matchup 
problems with our 
receivers,” Roll said. “I like 
having a 6-5 tight end or a 
6-3 receiver.”

The offensive line will be 

anchored by junior Collin 
Haller (6-0, 195) at center.

The guards will include 
senior Wyatt Long (6-0, 
200) and junior Seth 
Sargent (6-4, 240).

The tackles will be junior 
Michael Wesner (5-9, 180) 
and sophomore Logan 
Bunker (5-11, 175). Also 
seeing action on the line 
will be junior Logan Richard 
(5-11, 160) and senior Joe 
Schemmel (6-1, 155).

“We like what we have — 
and only one of them is a 
senior,” Roll said about the 
starters up front. “There 
isn’t a lot of depth, but we 
feel good about who we 
have playing there. We have 
some young guys who could 
be ready by week eight or 
nine.”

On defense, the Cavaliers 
will be switching back to 
a 4-4.

“We did that because 
of our personnel,” Roll 
said. “We never totally 
abandoned it, so it has been 
(an easy transition for the 
players).”

Seeing action on the line 
will be Brown, sophomore 
Jared Magoteaux (6-1, 190), 
senior Chris Shepherd (6-4, 
350), Michale Bunker and 
Logan Bunker. Michael 
Bunker had nine sacks and 

51 tackles a year ago.
“We will be moving those 

guys around and rotating 
them,” Roll said.

At inside linebacker 
Earhart and Long return 
and will be joined by 
Richard and sophomore 
Nicholas Largent (5-10, 
155).

Earhart had 79 tackles a 
year ago, while Long had 
69.

The outside linebackers 
will include Barhorst, 
Smith, Sherman, Aldo and 
Alvaro Barrera.

Smith had 114 tackles 
a year ago, while Barhorst 
added 76.

The secondary will 
include Lee, Rourke and 
Gilardi at cornerbacks, with 
Arnold and Neu at safety.

“We have guys we can 
move around back there,” 
Roll said. “Owen Smith 
and Brandon Barhorst 
will move back into the 
secondary at times and 
there are other guys who 
can move up.”

Lee will handle the 
punting duties, while 
sophomore Michael 
Denning (6-1, 180) will 
handle the kicking duties.

Lehman will be 
challenged right out of the 
gate, hosting Fort Recovery 

before traveling to Minster.
The Indians knocked 

the Cavaliers out of the 
playoffs last year en route 
to winning the state title.

“We opened with the 
defending state champs,” 
Roll said. “Our non-
conference schedule is 
pretty tough.”

Roll sees the NWCC as a 
four-team battle.

“I hear Fort Loramie has 
a real strong team,” Roll 
said. “I expect Riverside 
and Upper Scioto Valley to 
be good as well. There are 
four strong teams in the 
conference. I expect us to 
be right in there.”

Continuing a success that 
has become the Lehman 
tradition.

Rob Kiser can be reached at (937) 
451-3334.

Luke Gronneberg/Civitas Media
Lehman’s Brandon Barhorst runs past a Minster defender during a 
game last season at Sidney Memorial Stadium.

By Rob Kiser
rkiser@civitasmedia.com

SIDNEY — Greg 
Snipes returns as Lehman 
volleyball coach.

The Cavaliers were 
19-8 last year and won 
the NWCC, a conference 
where they have never lost 
a match.

Graduating off a team 
that also started a new 
streak of district titles were 
Madeline Smith, Marianne 
Hissong, Allie Hall, Adriana 
Sehlhorst and Michelle 
Duritsch.

Returning letterwinners 
include seniors Sidney 
Chapman and Madison 
Hussey; juniors Ellie Scott, 
Maddy McFarland, Hailey 
Wick and Lauren Larger; 
and sophomore Alexis 
Snipes.

Top newcomers include 
seniors Camille Odle and 
Lindsey Elsner; sophomores 
Lauren Riley and Malorie 
Hussey; and freshman 
Abby Schutt and Lauren 
McFarland.

“We’re looking forward 
to a successful year,” Snipes 
said. “We bring back a mix 
of starters from last year 
district championship team 
and newcomers seeing 
their fi rst action at varsity. 
The girls have meshed well 
together early on and should 
be able to make big strides 
as the year goes on. Some 
goals will be to win another 
league championship and 
to make a big run during 
tournament time.”

Four-year starter Sidney 
Chapman will be back at 
outside hitter along with 
junior Maddy McFarland. 
Sophomore Alexis Snipes 
and freshman Lauren 
McFarland will take over 
setting duties.

Junior Lauren Larger 
and freshman Abby Schutt 
will be middle blockers. 
Junior Ellie Scott returns 
as opposite hitter. Senior 
Madison Hussey and 
Camille Odle will be 
defensive specialists. Junior 
Hailey Wick and senior 
Lindsey Elsner will see 
action at DS, as well as 
sophomore Malorie Hussey 
at middle blocker and 
sophomore Lauren Riley at 
opposite hitter.

Snipes expects the top 
challenges in the NWCC to 
come from Riverside and 
Northing Harden.

* Boys Golf
Eric Harlamert is back for 

his second season as coach.
The Cavaliers were 9-3 

in dual matches last year, 
fi nished in the top seven in 
three invitationals and won 
the NWCC for the third 
straight year.

Graduating off last year’s 
team were Avery Pickrel, 
Tyler Scott, Zack Scott and 

Adam Vanderhorst.
District qualifi er Tyler 

Lachey, a junior, returns; 
along with junior Ryan 
Schmidt and sophomore 
Cole Gilardi.

Top newcomers include 
senior Parker Riley, juniors 
Griffi n West, Preston 
Rogers and Zach Ropp; 
sophomore Athan Whitney; 
and freshman Mikey 
Rossman, Brandyn Sever, 
Seth Dooley and Nathan 
Rocke.

“We have three golfers 
who are the core of the 
team, and a number of 
others seriously battling 
for the top six spots,” 
Harlamert said. “I expect 
this battle to continue for 
much of the season.”

Harlamert expects it to be 
a battle with Lima Temple 
Christian for the league title 
again this year.

* Boys Soccer
Tom Wiseman returns for 

his second season as coach.
The Cavaliers fi nished 

6-11 overall last year and 
4-3 in the WOSL.

Graduating off that team 
were Alex Wiseman, Ian 
Smith and Connor Thobe.

“We bring an experienced 
group of seniors and 
maturing group of juniors,” 
Wiseman said.

The four senior captains 
are John Henry Frantz, Trey 
Kerrigan, Jacob Schmiesing 
and Joshua Armstrong.

Frantz, a defender was 
All-WOSL and second team 
All-Miami Valley, while 
Kerrigan was a third-team 
All-Miami Valley forward.

The juniors are led by 
third team All-Miami Valley 
selection Jake Emrick.

Key sophomores will 
include co-rookies of the 
year a year ago in Michael 
Denning and Dahlton Black.

Other returning 
letterwinners include Max 
Hamlin, Tim Buechter, 
Ryan Goettemoeller, Conor 
O’Leary, Joe Ritze and Ye 
Chen.

“The team is also blessed 
with a soccer-experienced, 
athletic band of incoming 
freshman, with many of 
them to be called upon 
for quality minutes in our 
contests,” Wiseman said.

He said the challenge will 
be to shore up a defense 
that struggled last year, 
as well as providing the 
team with skilled, well-
conditioned players on the 
bench.

“The players have 
worked extremely hard on 
conditioning and a more 
aggressive, possession style 
of play,” Wiseman said.

He is hoping for a top 
three fi nish in the WOSL.

* Girls Soccer
Jeremy Lorenzo is back 

for his third season as 

coach.
The Cavaliers were 13-5-

1 overall last season, 6-0 
in the WOSL and district 
fi nalist.

Returning letterwinners 
include seniors Katie 
Edwards (midfi elder), 
Hannah Fogt (defender), 
Kaitrin O’Leary (forward), 
Moriah Pauley (defender), 
Kate Hemm (defender), 
Liz Pax (forward) and Lexi 
Caulfi eld (defender); junors 
Abby Jones (midfi elder), 
Molly Safreed (junior), 
Amanda Titterington 
(defender) and Camille 
Brown (goalie); and 
sophomores Grace Monnin 
(midfi elder), Samantha 
Edwards (forward), Grace 
Olding (forward) and Carly 
Edwards (midfi elder).

Two top newcomers will 
be freshman midfi elder Ava 
Behr and freshman defender 
Olivia Monnin.

“I am really excited about 
our potential this season,” 
Lorenzo said. “Talent wise, 
this will be the deepest that 
I have seen here at Lehman 
and we will have a lot of 
veteran leadership-similar 
to our 2013 regional fi nal 
team. We will be returning 
15 varsity players from last 
year’s district fi nalist squad, 
losing only one starter to 
graduation.

“We also have a very 
talented freshman class 
that came in as well as 
junior varsity players from 
last year’s team that have 
been waiting for their 
opportunity as well.”

Lehman will have to 
replace All-Ohio forward 
Sara Fuller, a four-year 
starter at Lehman.

“Unfortunately, the 
starter that graduated out 
was an All State striker and 
was our leading scorer last 
year,” Lorenzo said about 
Fuller. “Therefore, despite 
the talent, we know that we 
still have some “unknowns” 
coming into the season.”

Senior tri-captains, Katie 
Edwards, Hannah Fogt, and 
Moriah Pauley in addition 
to fellow seniors Kaitrin 
OLeary, Lexi Caulfi eld, 
Kate Hemm and Liz Pax 
will lead the charge.

Juniors Molly Safreed, 

Abby Jones, and Amanda 
Titterington are all two-year 
varsity players and are battle 
tested.

Junior Camille Brown 
missed half of the season 
last year but will come in 
with varsity experience at 
the goal keeper position. 
Last year’s standout class 
of Grace Monnin, Grace 
Olding, Carly Edwards, 
and Samantha Edwards, 
now sophomores, all have a 
year of varsity high school 
experience and will look 
to, again, have another 
standout year.

Newcomers, freshman 
Ava Behr and Olivia 
Monnin will join the 
varsity team this season 
and will look to get major 
minutes. Freshman Lyndsey 
Jones and Rylie McIver, 
sophomores Hannah 
Giguere and Allison 
Bornhorst, and junior Grace 
Dexter will all see varsity 
action this this season.

“This will be our third 
year in the WOSL,” Lorenzo 
said. “I think this year’s 
league play will be very 
competitive. We will again 
play an extremely tough out 
of conference schedule in 
order to prepare us for the 
state tournament. We have 
had a very good preseason 
and are looking forward to 
the regular season.”

* Tennis
Tim Ungericht returns for 

his season season as coach.
The Cavaliers fi nished 

3-15 a year ago and lost 
Diana Gibson and Emma 
Simpson to graduation.

Returning letterwinners 
include senior Allison 
Briggs, juniors Melanie 
Bruner and Alex Read and 
sophomores Sarah Gibson 
and Ann Pennaparra.

“Our goals are to win 
more matches than last 
year and qualify girls for 
districts,” Ungericht said. 
“Sophomore Claire Larger 
is a transfer from Fort 
Loramie and will be at the 
top of our lineup after she 
is eligible in the second half 
of the season. We have 11 
girls out this fall, the most 
in three seasons.”
Rob Kiser can be reached at (937) 
451-3334.

Lehman volleyball looks to continue dominance

Mike Ullery/Civitas Media

BOYS GOLF
8/5 Ridgemont 10 a.m.
8/8 at Homan Memorial 
10:30 a.m.
8/9 at New Bremen 
Invitational 8:30 a.m.
8/12 at Houston 10 a.m.
8/15 at Waynes� eld-
Goshen Invitational 9 a.m.
8/19 with Botkins at Fort 
Recovery 10 a.m.
8/22 Lima Temple 
Christian 4 p.m.
8/24 at Piqua 4 p.m.
8/29 at Riverside 4 p.m.
8/30 at Versailles 4:30 
p.m.
8/31 at Upper Scioto 
Valley 4 p.m.
9/3 at Versailles 
Invitational 9 a.m.
9/6 Waynes� eld-Goshen 
4:30 p.m.
9/9 at New Knoxville 4:30 
p.m.
9/12 at Perry 4 p.m.
9/13 at Anna 4 p.m.
9/19 at Sidney 4 p.m.
9/20 at NWCC 
Tournament 9 a.m.

BOYS SOCCER
8/20 at Troy Christian 11 
a.m.
8/25 at Allen East 7:30 
p.m.
8/30 at Fairlawn 7 p.m.
9/1 Lincolnview 7 p.m.
9/3 at Newton 1 p.m.
9/8 at New Knoxville 7 
p.m.
9/10 at Franklin Monroe 
3 p.m.
9/15 Spencerville 7 p.m.
9/17 Yellow Springs 1 p.m.
9/22 Jackson Center 7 
p.m.
9/24 Greenville 11 a.m.
9/29 at Lima Central 
Catholic 7 p.m.
10/4 at Dayton Christian 
6 p.m.
10/6 Lima Temple 
Christian 7 p.m.
10/11 Botkins 7 p.m.
10/15 Milton-Union 11 
a.m.

GIRLS SOCCER
8/20 Madeira 5:30 p.m.
8/23 Troy Christian 7 p.m.
8/25 Allen East 6 p.m.
8/30 West Liberty-Salem 
5:45 p.m.
9/1 at Lincolnview 7 p.m.
9/3 at Newton 11 a.m.
9/6 at Coldwater 6:45 
p.m.
9/10 at Franklin Monroe 
7 p.m.
9/13 at Delphos St. 
John’s 7 p.m.
9/24 Bishop Fenwick 7 
p.m.
9/29 Lima Central 
Catholic 7 p.m.
10/1 at Summit Country 
Day 4 p.m.
10/4 Miami East 4:30 
p.m.
10/6 at Anna 7 p.m.
10/11 at Botkins 7 p.m.
10/15 at Bath 1 p.m.

TENNIS
8/12 Tippecanoe 4:30 
p.m.
8/15 at Miami Valley 4:30 
p.m.
8/16 at Milton-Union 4:30 
p.m.
8/17 Eaton 4:30 p.m.
8/20 Schroeder 
Invitational 8:30 a.m.
8/22 Alter 4:30 p.m.
8/24 at Northwestern 
4:30 p.m.
8/29 at Sidney 4:30 p.m.
8/30 at Celina 4:30 p.m.
9/6 at Lima Central 
Catholic 4:30 p.m.
9/7 at Greenville 4:30 
p.m.
9/10 at Northwestern 
Doubles Tournament 8:30 
a.m.
9/12 Northridge 4:30 
p.m.
9/14 Shawnee 4 p.m.
9/17 at Carroll Invitational 
8 a.m.
9/20 St. Marys Memorial 
4:30 p.m.
9/21 at Carroll 4:30 p.m.
9/26 at Wapakoneta 4:30 
p.m.
9/27 at Catholic Central 
4:30 p.m.
9/28 at Piqua 4 p.m.

VOLLEYBALL
8/20 Butler 11 a.m.
8/23 at Catholic Central 
7 p.m.
8/25 at New Bremen 7 
p.m.
8/30 Marion Local 7 p.m.
9/1 Ridgemont 7 p.m.
9/3 Labor Day 
Invitational 9 a.m.
9/6 at Urbana 7 p.m.
9/12 Russia 7 p.m.
9/13 at St. Henry 7 p.m.
9/15 at Waynes� eld-
Goshen 7 p.m.
9/20 Celina 7 p.m.
9/22 Riverside 7 p.m.
9/24 at Jackson Center 
10 a.m.
9/26 Fort Recovery 7 p.m.
9/27 at Hardin Northern 
7 p.m.
9/29 at Perry 7 p.m.
10/1 at Anna 11 a.m.
10/6 at Upper Scioto 
Valley 7 p.m.
10/10 Miami East 7 p.m.
10/13 at Lima Temple 
Christian 7 p.m.

CROSS COUNTRY
8/23 at Shelby County 
Preview 4:30 p.m.
8/27 at Bob Schul 
Invitational 9 a.m.
9/3 at Greenville 
Invitational 8 a.m.
9/17 at Graham 
Invitational 10 a.m.
9/20 at Minster Classic 
4:30 p.m.
10/1 at Botkins 
Invitational 9 a.m.
10/8 at Anna Invitational 
10 a.m.
10/15 at NWCC Meet 10 
a.m.

Cavs setting sights on playo� s again

LEHMAN HIGH SCHOOL
FOOTBALL
8/26 Fort Recovery 7 p.m.
9/2 at Minster 7:30 p.m.
9/9 at Graham 7 p.m.
9/16 Upper Scioto Valley 
7 p.m.
9/23 Perry 7 p.m.
9/30 Riverside 7 p.m.
10/7 at Hardin Northern 
7 p.m.
10/14 Fort Loramie 7 p.m.
10/21 at Ridgemont 7 p.m.
10/28 at Waynes� eld-
Goshen 7 p.m.

Lehman’s 
Sidney 
Chapman 
taps the 
ball over 
the net for 
a Cavalier 
point 
during a 
match last 
season.
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season and a dedicated 
offseason, we expect Lexi 
to be very competitive in 
races and do well in the 
league meet at the end of 
the season.”

McBride is hopeful all 
three can fi nish in the top 
15 in the CCC.

* Boys Golf
After graduating leader 

Brock Jamison, the 
Newton Indians have to 
replace one of the Cross 
County Conference’s top 
golfers from each of the 
past two years.

Senior Milan Bess and 
junior Drew Thiesing 
add experience to the 
team, while sophomore 
Chet Jamison got a start 
last season and is hoping 
to step into his older 
brother’s role.

“Chet will try to follow 
in his big brother Brock’s 
shoes,” Newton coach 
Randall Jamison said. 
“Brock was the CCC 
Golfer of the Year his 
junior year and runner-up 
last year. Our goal as a 
team will be to improve all 
year and fi nish strong. If 
we win 50 percent of our 
matches, it will be a great 
year. Our goals that we set 
are realistic and are set to 
be achieved.”
Contact Josh Brown at 
(937) 552-2132, or follow @
TroyDailySports on Twitter. Rob 
Kiser can be reached at (937) 
451-3334.
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rkiser@civitasmedia.com

BRADFORD — When the seniors on the 
Bradford High School football team went 
through an 0-10 season as freshman, the 
future looked bleak for the Railroaders.

They have a very different outlook heading 
into the 2016 season.

Those seniors include Walker Branson, 
Bryson Canan, Chase Gambill, Wade Gerlach, 
Mason Justice and Dillon Reck.

“We want to have a successful season,” 
Canan said as he spoke the thoughts of the 
group. “We want to make the playoffs. We 
went from 0-10 to playing a JV schedule to 
4-6 last year. I think we need to be leaders for 
the rest of the team.”

After Nathan Hyatt guided the Railroaders 
to a respectable 4-6 season a year ago, he was 
hired by Vandalia-Butler as varsity coach for 
this season.

“You know, nobody gives the CCC (Cross 
Country Conference) much respect,” Bradford 
fi rst-year coach Dave McFeely said. “But we 
have two coaches coaching in the GWOC this 
year with Division I programs.”

McFeely is taking over the program after 
joining the staff as an assistant coach.

“I have 26 years experience as a football 
coach and 32 years as a basketball coach,” 
McFeely said. “I wasn’t sure I wanted to do 
this (take over a program at this point in his 
career). But, I just love these kids. I think 
the worst thing that could have happened to 
these kids after last year was a new coach and 
a new system and lot of them expressed that. 
They are very happy to have me.”

And McFeely has a veteran staff around 
him.

“Jim Hart is a veteran coach — he will be 
our defensive coordinator and linebacker 
coach,” McFeely said. “John Cruse is another 
veteran coach who will be our backfi eld 
coach. Greg Hale (former Railroader head 
coach) is still battling cancer, but he said he 
wanted to be out here with the kids and we 
are happy to have him.

“Kyle Ratliff is a second-year coach. He will 

work with coach Hale on the offensive line 
and coach Hart with the linebackers. Jason 
Hughes is our only fi rst year coach. He will 
working with the secondary, quarterbacks and 
receivers and Jim Wysong will be our junior 
high coach.”

The Railroaders will mix things up on 
offense.

At quarterback, will be junior Andy 
Branson, while Justice and Canan — the top 
two rushers from a year ago, return in the 
backfi eld. Junior Dialaquan Millhouse will 
also see action in the backfi eld.

Junior Hunter Penkal and Canan, along 
with junior Kyle Mills, will see action at 
slotback, while Walker Branson and Jake 
Barga will see action at split end. Junior 
Adam Rostkowski will also see time at end.

“Jake (Barga) and his mom moved to Maria 
Stein for two years, so he has experience with 
two state championship teams,” McFeely said. 
“We have a number of guys back at the skill 
position.”

The Roaders haven’t settled on a center yet.
The guards will be junior Josh Phillips and 

sophomore Jarrett Boggs.
One tackle will be Reck, while the other 

spot is still up for grabs.
“Our guards are tackles and our tackles are 

guards,” McFeely said. “Josh Phillips is one 
of our biggest kids. We have a 6-4 sophomore 
and two freshman competing for the other 
tackle position. When we score our fi rst TD 
last year, that was our fi rst (varsity) TD in a 
long time.”

On defense, the Railroaders will show a 5-2 
look.

The linebackers will include Justice, Barge 
and sophomore Terrick Yohey.

The noseguard will be Wilt, while the 
tackles will be Phillips and Gerlach, with 
Walker Branson and Millhouse at the 
defensive end positions.

The secondary will include Penkal, junior 
Kaleb Addington, sophomore Hunter Gheen, 
Gambill and Mills.

“We have a bunch of guys back there in the 
secondary,” McFeely said. “We still have some 

things to fi gure out, but things are starting to 
come together.”

Bradford has one more year before they 
rejoin the CCC, which makes for a lot of 
traveling.

The road games include Troy Christian, 
Johnstown Northridge, Jefferson, Northwood 
and Danville.

“We are still going to get to see a lot of 
Ohio,” McFeely said. “We have three road 
games of over 125 miles (round trip).”

There is a good chance this will be the last 
year for that.

“If everything goes well, hopefully we will 
be back in the conference next year,” McFeely 
said. “I like our numbers. We have between 
29 and 32 kids each day. We lost our fi rst four 
games last year — then won four in a row. I 
really feel like I stepped into a good situation 
here.”

And he continues to build on last year’s 
program and give the seniors the fi nish to 
their careers they deserve.

Rob Kiser can be reached at (937) 451-3334.

Mike Ullery/Civitas Media file
Bradford’s Mason Justice stiff-arms a tackler 
during a game last season.

BRADFORD HIGH SCHOOL
FOOTBALL
8/26 New Bremen 7:30 p.m.
9/2 at Troy Christian 7:30 p.m.
9/9 Catholic Central 7:30 p.m.
9/16 Hillcrest Academy 7 p.m.
9/23 at Northridge 7:30 p.m.
9/30 Manchester 7:30 p.m.
10/7 at Je� erson 7 p.m.
10/14 Tri-Village 7:30 p.m.
10/21 at Northwood 7 p.m.
10/29 at Danville 4 p.m.

VOLLEYBALL
8/23 at Riverside 7 p.m.
8/25 Parkway 7 p.m.
8/27 at Darke Country Invitational 
9 a.m.
8/30 at Cedarville 7 p.m.
9/1 Arcanum 7 p.m.
9/6 at Twin Valley South 7 p.m.
9/8 Tri-County North 7 p.m.
9/10 Houston 11:30 a.m.
9/13 at National Trail 7 p.m.
9/15 Miami East 7 p.m.
9/17 at Xenia Christian noon
9/20 at Covington 7 p.m.
9/22 Bethel 7 p.m.
9/27 Ansonia 7 p.m.
9/29 at Tri-Village 7 p.m.
10/3 at Fort Recovery 7 p.m.
10/4 at Newton 7 p.m.
10/10 Troy Christian 7 p.m.
10/11 Mississinawa Valley 7 p.m.
10/13 at Franklin Monroe 7 p.m.

CROSS COUNTRY
8/27 at Bob Schul Invitational 9 
a.m.
9/3 at Greenville Invitational 8 a.m.
9/10 at Spencerville Invitational 9 
a.m.
9/17 at Cedarville Invitational TBA
9/24 at Versailles Invitational 9 a.m.
10/1 at National Trail 10 a.m.
10/6 at Coldwater 5 p.m.
10/8 at Anna 10 a.m.
10/15 at CCC Meet 10 a.m.

ByRob Kiser
rkiser@civitasmedia.com
and Josh Brown
jbrown@civitasmedia.com

PLEASANT HILL — 
Long-time coach Brett 
Hodges returns after one of 
the most successful seasons 
in Newton boys soccer 
history.

The Indians went 13-4-2 
overall, 3-2-1 in the CCC 
and one the team’s fi rst ever 
sectional title, losing to top-
ranked Greeneview in the 
district fi nals.

While Newton lost some 
top players like Treyton 
Lavy, Kyle Demido, Andrew 
Dilts, Bryan Delcamp and 
Kyle Maslowski, the Indians 
still have one of the top 
returning rosters in the 
league/district.

Senior goalie Nelson 
Clymer is back and brings a 
career 20 shutouts and 349 
saves.

Senior Nick Honeycutt 
led the team from his striker 
position a yer ago with 32 
goals and seven assists, 
while being named fi rst 
team CCC and fi rst team 
MVSSCA.

Also returning are the 
defensive backfi eld of 
seniors Austin Evans, Nick 
Carlin and Rhett Gipe and 
sophomore Britton Schauer, 
along with with a full 
supporting cast.

They include seniors Seth 
Courtney, Luke Tebics, Noah 
Williams and Jack Yoder; 
juniors Cody Durst, John 
Laughman and Josh Houk; 
sophomore Ricky Landwehr; 
and freshman Cameron 
Caldwell, Sam Hunsbarger, 
Seth Hunt, Dillon Knole, 
Kleyson Wehrley, Tristen 
Stewart, Cameron Stine, 
Will Yoder and Ethan Cook.

“With such talent 
returning our goals are 
high,” Hodges said. “If 
we can avoid injuries and 
chemistry comes together, 
we can be contenders not 
only for a district title, but a 
state run.”

Hodges expects the CCC 
to be very competitive, with 
Bethel, Franklin Monroe and 
Miami East all challenging 
with Newton for the top 
spot.

* Girls Soccer
Stan Fessler returns for 

his second season as coach.
The Indians were 5-11-1 

overall and 2-4 in the CCC 
last year.

Indian boys eyeing run at state
Newton 
goalkeeper Nelson 
Clymer makes 
a save in front 
of teammate 
Austin Evans 
(20) and Troy’s 
Grant Holland (9) 
during a game last 
season at Troy 
Memorial Stadium.

NEWTON HIGH SCHOOL
BOYS GOLF
8/8 at Ben Logan 9 a.m.
8/10 at Kendig Memorial 8 
a.m.
8/12 at Pre-CCC 8:30 a.m.
8/15 at Troy Invitational (at 
Troy CC) TBA
8/18 at Franklin Monroe 9 a.m.
8/19 Arcanum 9 a.m.
8/22 at Twin Valley South 4 
p.m.
8/24 at Milton-Union 4 p.m.
8/27 at Beechwood 
Invitational 8:30 a.m.
8/29 Tri-County North 4 p.m.
8/30 at Tri-Village 4 p.m.
8/31 Miami East 4:30 p.m.
9/1 at Ansonia 4 p.m.
9/6 Bethel 4 p.m.
9/10 at Franklin Monroe 
Invitational 8:30 a.m.
9/12 at Covington 4 p.m.
9/13 at National Trail 4:30 
p.m.
9/14 Mississinawa Valley 4:30 
p.m.
9/19 at Troy Christian 4 p.m.
9/22 at CCC Tournament 8:30 
a.m.

BOYS SOCCER
8/19 Greenville 7 p.m.
8/22 Dixie 5 p.m.
8/27 at Indian Lake noon
9/1 at National Trail 7:15 p.m.
9/3 Lehman 1 p.m.
9/8 Bethel 7 p.m.
9/10 Dunbar 1 p.m.
9/13 at Franklin Monroe 7:15 
p.m.
9/16 Miami Valley 7 p.m.
9/22 Twin Valley South 5 p.m.
9/26 at Troy Christian 6:45 
p.m.
9/29 at Graham 6 p.m.
10/3 at Jackson Center 5 p.m.
10/6 Tri-County North 7 p.m.
10/10 Northwestern 5 p.m.
10/13 at Miami East 7 p.m.

GIRLS SOCCER
8/20 at Piqua 7 p.m.
8/22 at Xenia Christian 5 p.m.
8/25 Anna 5 p.m.
8/29 Preble Shawnee 6 p.m.

9/1 at National Trail 5:30 p.m.
9/3 Lehman 11 a.m.
9/8 Bethel 5 p.m.
9/10 Botkins 11 a.m.
9/13 at Franklin Monroe 5:30 
p.m.
9/15 Miami Valley 5 p.m.
9/19 at Catholic Central 5:30 
p.m.
9/22 Twin Valley South 7 p.m.
9/26 at Troy Christian 5 p.m.
10/6 Tri-County North 5 p.m.
10/10 at Dayton Christian 7 
p.m.
10/13 at Miami East 5 p.m.

VOLLEYBALL
8/23 at Northridge 6:30 p.m.
8/27 at CC Invitational 9 a.m.
8/30 at Tri-County North 6:30 
p.m.
9/1 National Trail 6:30 p.m.
9/2 Russia 6:30 p.m.
9/6 at Miami East 6:30 p.m.
9/8 Covington 6:30 p.m.
9/10 Botkins noon
9/13 Bethel 6:30 p.m.
9/15 at Ansonia 6:30 p.m.
9/20 Tri-Village 6:30 p.m.
9/27 at Mississinawa Valley 
6:30 p.m.
9/29 at Franklin Monroe 6:30 
p.m.
10/1 at Houston tri 9 a.m.
10/4 Bradford 6:30 p.m.
10/8 at Ansonia tri 10 a.m.
10/11 at Arcanum 6:30 p.m.
10/13 Twin Valley South 6:30 
p.m.

CROSS COUNTRY
8/27 at Bob Schul Invitational 
9 a.m.
8/30 at Troy Invitational 5 p.m.
9/3 at Greenville Invitational 
8 a.m.
9/13 at Fort Loramie 4:30 p.m.
9/17 at Eaton Invitational 8:30 
a.m.
9/27 at Tri-Village Invitational 
4:45 p.m.
10/1 at Miami County 
Invitational 9 a.m.
10/5 at Tippecanoe 
Invitational 5 p.m.
10/15 at CCC Meet 10 a.m.

Graduating off that 
team were Erin Sweitzer, 
Rylee Schauer and Alexsis 
Bryant.

Returning letterwinners 
include seniors Kassidi 
Alexander, Holly Bucholtz, 
Kaylee Kesler, Brittney 
Kobel, Anna Miller, Morgan 
Miller and Aliya Stine; 
juniors Marcy Alexander, 
Rachel Kirk, Paiton Miller, 
Layla Robbins and Haley 
Stine; and sophomores 
McKenna Demido, 
Michaela Kirk, Courtney 
Lucente and Morgan 
Robbins.

“We struggled last year 
trying to fi nd the back of 
the goal,” Fessler said. 
“We were missing a key 
player due to ACL injury 
and some other individual 
nagging injuries that kept 
some of the players from 
playing at 100 percent of 
their capability. This year 
we are returning seven 
seniors, fi ve of which were 
starters last year, fi ve 
juniors, three of which 
were starters and fi ve 
sophomores, including one 
starter.

“We have a great group of 
eight freshmen and I expect 
two or three of those may 
be starters. As we integrate 
the new players into the 
team, I expect that we will 
have a much better season 
than last year. I hope to 
fi nish well above last years’ 
record and hope to advance 
several games in the post 
season.”

Fessler knows Miami 
East and Bethel will be 
strong, but hopes for a top 
two fi nish in the CCC.

* Boys Cross Country
Tiffany McBride returns 

as coach.
The Indians must replace 

All-Ohio runner Brady 
McBride.

“Sophomore Ryan 
Mollette will try to fi ll the 

void of Brady McBride, 
who was CCC, district and 
regional champ,” McBride 
said. “Ryan was fi fth in 
the CCC in 16:46 which is 
impressive for a freshman. “

He will be joined by 
teammates of Newton’s 
regional qualifi er from a 
year ago including junior 
Tristen Benedict and 
sophomore Charlie Walker.

Newcomers include 
freshman Curtis 
Shellenberger and Toby 
Hunt.

McBride is hopeful for a 
top four fi nish in the CCC.

* Girls Cross Country
McBride is also the girls 

coach.
The Indians will be led 

by junior Macy Flanary, 
who set a school record 
with a 19:35 time at the 
CCC meet to fi nish seventh.

“We expect Macy to 
better that place and time 
this year as she is a year 
stronger and a more mature 
runner,” McBride said. 
“Macy put in many miles 
this summer and comes 
into the season ahead of 
schedule. We are excited to 
see her progression.”

Junior Tatum McBride 
and Lexi Oburn

“Tatum should improve 
from her fi rst season as a 
cross country runner last 
year,” McBride said. “She 
too has trained hard during 
the off season. Lexi Oburn 
returns from last season in 
which she suffered some 
injuries. After a good track 

McFeely takes over at Bradford
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