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Funeral car exhibit to stop in Troy
Staff Reports

MIAMI COUNTY — The Miami 
County community has been “Thinkin’ 
Lincoln” with its larger-than-life installa-
tion of Seward Johnson’s “Return Visit” 
30-foot sculpture of Abraham Lincoln and 
“The Modern Man” installation at the 
Miami County Courthouse this summer.

One hundred and fifty years after 
President Lincoln’s final journey, Troy 
Main Street and The Troy Foundation 
will showcase The Lincoln Funeral Train 
exhibit in downtown Troy. This exhibit 
will take place over a four-day period, 
Thursday-Sunday, Sept. 10-13, and will 
be located on Short Street, alongside 
the “Return Visit” sculpture that has 
captured the attention of thousands of 
people as they visit the Miami County 
Courthouse square and historic down-
town.

Troy Main Street has designed com-
memorative tickets for the event. The 
commemorative tickets are limited and 
will be issued to those who board the 
train car.

The fee to view the inside of the train 
will be $5 per person, young children and 
students in grades kindergarten through 
12th grade will be admitted free. There 
will not be a charge to view the exhibit 
from the outside. School groups are 
encouraged to tour this display from 8 
a.m. to noon Sept. 10-11. Exhibit hours 
for the general public will run from noon 
to 8 p.m. Thursday and Friday and 10 

a.m. to 8 p.m. on Saturday and Sunday.
Among the activities planned, Gotham 

City Brass will play from 6:30-8 p.m. 
Friday evening at the Troy-Hayner Cul-
tural Center, on the lawn, in honor of the 
installation. The quintet from Dayton 
will be performing music from the Civil 
War era.

The center also will offer a mini exhibit 
and Lincoln memoribilia inside during 
regular hours.

The Lincoln Funeral Train exhibit will 
serve as an unique education opportunity 
for local school children. K-12 students 
will be admitted for free on the funeral 
car during the school day. According to 
Troy Main Street’s marketing and events 
coordinator Stephanie Silk, elementary 
students from Troy City Schools, St. 
Patrick’s Catholic School and Miami East 
Schools have planned to take a tour of 
the historical replica train car in down-
town Troy.

Many organizations have assisted in 
the planning stages of the Lincoln loco-
motive car including Piqua Crane Com-
pany who will assist in the placing of the 
car on Short Street.

Unity National Bank and the Kiwanis 
Club have volunteered to help coordinate 
the event throughout the weekend.

Troy Main Street organizers are still 
seeking volunteers to help with the event 
on Saturday evening and throughout the 
day Sunday.

If you or your community group would 
like to volunteer, contact Diana Thomp-
son at (937) 339-1044.

For more information regarding the 
history of the Lincoln Funeral Train, con-
tact renowned local author Scott Trostel 
at (937) 368-2489 or rrhist@att.net. For 
assistance with all other questions, con-
tact Troy Main Street Executive Director 
Katherine Hayes at (937) 339-5455 or 
Katherine@troymainstreet.org.
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Funeral car, locomotive highly accurate to original
By Scott D. Trostel
For the Troy Daily News

The original funeral car was built in 
1864 by the United States Military Rail-
roads at their shop in Alexandria, Va. 
It was to have been used by President 
Lincoln for the first time on April 15, 
1865, the day he died. The car was put 
up for sale by the government while the 
funeral train was en route to Springfield 
with his remains. It was eventually pur-
chased by the Union Pacific Railroad, 
ending its days as a simple day coach. 
The well worn car was sold a developer 
and stored near Minneapolis, Minnesota 
where it was stored in a building that 
burned in March, 1911 prairie fire.

The 2015 Lincoln Funeral Car named, 
UNITED STATES, a 48 foot wood-body 
car, and is highly accurate to the original. 
Stepping beyond the threshold of the 
door is a decidedly 19th century environ-
ment. From the carpet to the furniture 

and the curtains, Dave 
Kloke, and his staff of 
craftsmen provided count-
less hours of painstaking 
work to accurately recreate 
this historic car. Beyond 
the door a black coffin 
rests upon the catafalque. 
On the coffin lid rests a 
silver plate identical to the 
one on Lincoln’s actual 
coffin. The coffin is one 
of five accurate reproduc-
tion As one begins to look 
around, overhead, is a striking headliner, 
ceiling, all done in folded rose fabric 
with a large folded rosette at either end. 
Each rosette in the car took two weeks 
to create with the artist laying on his 
back just inches from the ceiling for its 
creation. Hanging from the light yellow 
clerestory (center ceiling) is one of three 
brass chandeliers. The three chandeliers 
were custom made from existing photos 

and sketches of the original 
by a California craftsman. 
The clerestory walls display 
the state seals on raised 
plaque for the 36 states of 
the union in 1865. Beside 
the coffin, two chairs from 
the Civil War era stand ready 
to hold the generals who sat 
with the remains during the 
historic journey.

Entering the hall, one 
notices the dark green wall 

fabric below the window sills. 
The balance of the interior is finished in 
varnished red oak. Window frames are 
trimmed accordingly with tie-back win-
dow curtains. A door to the right con-
tains the bedroom, complete with bed, 
dresser, pitcher and bowl. Below pro-
tective floor covers is hand woven red, 
white and green wool carpet, reproduced 
from Civil War era carpet patterns, made 
by a master weaver for this car.

The hall opens into the third room. 
In 1865, this room held the coffin and 
remains of young William “Willie” Lin-
coln. He too made the funeral journey 
in death with his father. Contained here 
is a fold-out writing desk, lounge with 
gray fabric woven for this piece plus two 
chairs and accessories. The end doors 
display reproductions of the builders 
plate used on the original car. All rod 
iron on the car was hand made by a 
blacksmith and is identical to the origi-
nal. The only items not in the car for the 
present are the two wood/coal heating 
stoves.

On the outside, the car is decorated 
as it was when the original funeral car 
carried Lincoln’s body, including silver 
stars braiding and black crape bunting. 
The four corner post have gold and silver 
leafing.

The four trucks (sixteen wheels) 
under the car are similar to those used 

From the Scott Trostel photo collection
The LEVIATHAN, No. 63, and funeral car UNITED STATES compose the 2015 Lincoln Funeral Train. These pieces of equipment are fine examples of the skills and talents of a group of talented craftsmen, ranging from 
boilermakers to wood workers to carpet weavers. The product of their skills will be on display in Troy from September 10 thru 13. — Scott Trostel photo

Dave Kloke

See xxx | #x
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under the original car and feature cast 
brass eagles on each journal box lid. The 
journal pedestals are ornate examples of 
the pattern maker skills and were made 
specific to this unique car and painted. 
This car is operational and does include 
modern air brakes and steel components 
in place of the oak used in 1865. Its 
frame and super-structure are steel.
The car is painted a deep maroon with 
the seal of the President of the United 
States accurately recreated on each side 
of the car.

STEAM LOCOMOTIVE LEVIATHAN
LEVIATHAN, No. 63, is a new repro-

duction locomotive based on civil war 
designs. This locomotive style and 

design was typical of at least 24 locomo-
tives, used to pull the original Lincoln 
Funeral Train. The LEVIATHAN was 
built by Dave Kloke at his Elgin, Illinois 
shop, entering service is 2009. It weighs 
88,000 pounds and is of the 4-4-0 wheel 
arrangement. It is accurately painted 
with colors matching the original loco-
motive LEVIATHAN of the Central 
Pacific Railroad. It has extensive and 
eye-catching gold leafing on a field of 
red along the tender sides, typical of that 
era. This locomotive took ten years to 
construct and is fully operational.

This is a rare opportunity to step back 
and experience a significant event of 
history, recreated by masters of their 
respective trades and talents.

From the Scott Trostel photo collection
The 2015 Lincoln Funeral Car named, UNITED STATES, a 48 foot wood-body car, and is highly accurate 
to the original.

From the Scott Trostel photo collection
Stepping beyond the threshold of the UNITED STATES is a decidedly 19th century environment. From the 
carpet to the furniture and the curtains, Dave Kloke, and his staff of craftsmen provided countless hours 
of painstaking work to accurately recreate this historic car. Beyond the door a black coffin rests upon 
the catafalque. On the coffin lid rests a silver plate identical to the one on Lincoln’s actual coffin. As one 
begins to look around, overhead, is a striking headliner, ceiling, in folded rose fabric with a large folded 
rosette at either end. Each rosette in the car took two weeks to create. Hanging from the light yellow 
clerestory (center ceiling) is one of three brass chandeliers created for this car.



Troy Daily News 2015 The LincoLn FuneraL Train exhibiT Sunday, September 6, 2015    5

Mary Todd Lincoln: fashionably mourning
By Allison C. Gallagher
agallagher@civitasmedia.com

TROY — You could say 
Lynn Barnes will be the 
best-dressed at the Lincoln 
Train.

Barnes is a dress histo-
rian who will be re-enacting 
Mary Todd Lincoln and 
showing the funeral dress 
the first lady would have 
worn on the way out of the 
White House.

Mary Todd Lincoln’s 
presence at the Lincoln 
Train parade is historically 
inaccurate, but Barnes said 
her role in Lincoln’s life and 
presidency was influential.

As a First Lady she 
completely supported her 
husband in his fight for the 
Union and became a very 
strong abolitionist. Barnes 
said Mary Todd Lincoln 
was not afraid to tell guests 
at parties and balls her 
opinion of current events, 
which contributed to some 
people not caring much for 
her.

Barnes explained how 
after the death of her hus-
band, Mary Lincoln was so 
distraught that she did not 
leave the White House for 
30 days.

“There were a couple of 
reasons,” she said. “For 
one, she was so severely 
distraught that Lincoln was 
assassinated next to her. 
Willy, their son, had died 
two years prior to that, and 
she had Confederate half-
brothers that were killed 
during the war. She wasn’t 
given a good reputation on 
her state of affairs but quite 
frankly, she had quite a bit 
of trauma up to that point.”

The gown Mary Todd 
Lincoln wore to Lincoln’s 
funeral was the same 
gown she wore two years 
prior when their son died. 
Barnes described the 1863 
funeral gown as being very 
detailed, with full hoops, 
several flounces that run 
the length of the gown, rib-
bon work and a tight bodice 
with a full sleeve as was 
fashionable at the time.

“She does not go out of 
mourning and wears black 
for the rest of her life,” 
Barnes said. “All of her 
underpinnings and all of 
her accessories, including 
her bonnet I am having 
made, are black.”

The actual 1863 funeral 
gown was not made new. 
Part of the reason was that 
she had racked up a siz-
able debt on very couture 
fashion from Paris, London 
and New York and was 
also spending a substantial 
amount to outfit the White 
House with her personal 
belongings.

“When he was assassi-
nated she had no income, 
so she was actually making 
pleas to Congress for a 
widow’s stipend,” she said.

Another learning experi-
ence from the Mary Todd 
Lincoln portrayal is to offer 
visitors a chance to see a 
Victorian woman in mourn-
ing. There were strict rules 
for a demeanor, dress and 
etiquette when mourning 
depending on the indi-
vidual’s relationship to the 
person who died.

“For a spouse, you were 
usually in mourning for at 
least 18 months if not two 
years,” Barnes said. “After 

that you moved into more 
somber colors, such as very 
deep purples and grays. 
Eventually you come back 
into society wearing color, 
but it takes two to four 
years.”

Barnes said she was 
warned people that she 
will be in character, which 
means those who come to 
the train will meet a dis-
traught widow. At the same 
time, she will be in and 
out of character to answer 
questions about Mary Todd 
Lincoln or the era.

This exhibit will take 
place over a four-day peri-
od, Thursday-Sunday, Sept. 
10-13, and will be located 
on Short Street, alongside 
“Return Visit,” a 30-foot 
sculpture of Abraham Lin-
coln and Modern Day Man, 
that has captured the atten-
tion of thousands of people 
as they visit our courthouse 
square and historic down-
town.

The fee to view the inside 
of the train will be $5 per 
person, young children 
and students in grades 
kindergarten through 12th 
grade will be admitted free. 
There will not be a charge 
to view the exhibit from 
the outside. School groups 
are encouraged to tour this 
display from 8 a.m. to noon 
Sept. 10-11. Exhibit hours 
for the general public will 
run from noon to 8 p.m. 
Thursday and Friday and 
10 a.m. to 8 p.m. on Satur-
day and Sunday.

Reach Allison C. Gallagher at 
agallagher@civitasmedia.com or on 
Twitter@Troydailynews.

Anthony Weber | Troy Daily News
Lynn Barnes threads a sewing machine before her next project at her studio recently in Troy. Barnes 
is a dress historian who will be re-enacting Mary Todd Lincoln and showing the funeral dress the 
first lady would have worn on the way out of the White House.
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Funeral Train makes  
historic stop in Piqua
For the Troy Daily News

It was raining when, in the early 
minutes of April 30, 1865, the Lin-
coln Funeral Train pulled to a stop 
at the station grounds in Piqua. On 
board were the coffins of slain presi-
dent Abraham Lincoln plus his son, 
Willie Lincoln. Down 
the track a ways was 
the railroad’s round-
house, a change of 
locomotives was being 
carried out during the 
30 minute stop.

On the station 
platform over 10,000 
mourners gathered for 
a memorial service. A 
wreath was laid upon 
the coffin while Lin-
coln friend, and Piqua 
Pastor Reverend Granville Moody, 
conducted a service. Church bells 
tolled through the dark night. It 
was Moody whom Lincoln first dis-
cussed the idea of the Emancipation 
Proclamation. At near 1:00 A.M. the 
train departed on its sacred journey, 
where the remains were received at 
Springfield, Illinois. The engineer 
that night was an Irish immigrant, 
James Gormley, who later lived in 
Piqua. One-third of the population 
of the United States had witnessed 
the body or funeral train along its 
solemn route.

Turning the pages forward 150 
years, the railroad through Piqua 
is gone, it’s a bike path. The site of 
the station grounds is the parking 
lot for the Piqua Police Department 
and sadly, no evidence exists that 
the funeral train ever passed across 
Miami County.

None of the locomotives from the 
train were saved, and the funeral car 
was burned in 1911. Fast forward, 
Dave Kloke, of Elgin, Illinois, under-

took the accurate reconstruction of 
a full-sized Civil War era locomotive 
and tender in 1999, completing it 
in 2009. Then he undertook the 
amazing project to build an accu-
rate full-sized funeral car, UNITED 
STATES, a reproduction of the 
original funeral car, built in 1864 for 

use by the president of 
the United States. Presi-
dent Lincoln’s only use 
of the car was to carry 
his remains from Wash-
ington, D.C. to Spring-
field for burial. The 
reproduction UNITED 
STATES was completed 
in April, 2015, and used 
at Springfield, Ill., on 
May 2- 3, 2015, to start 
the 150th anniversary 
procession and reenact-

ment of the original Lincoln burial 
activities including the coffin in the 
car. This remarkable exhibit will 
make its way back to Miami County 
to commemorate the 150th anniver-
sary of the Assassination of Presi-
dent Abraham Lincoln. It will take 
place over a four day period, Thurs-
day-Sunday, Sept. 10-13, and will 
be located in Troy on Short Street, 
alongside “Return Visit,” a 30-foot 
sculpture of Abraham Lincoln and 
modern day man. Included will be 
Civil War re-enactors, displays and 
musical events

When nationally noted Lincoln 
author Scott Trostel of Miami Coun-
ty was asked about the coming of 
the train he explained, “We in Miami 
County are very fortunate to have 
the privilege of hosting the train. 
And for the rare opportunity to expe-
rience recreated vehicles built to por-
tray those critical events in United 
States history at the end of the Civil 
War. I hope everyone can come and 
partake of the events next week.”

This remarkable 
exhibit will make 
its way back to 

Miami County to 
commemorate 

the 150th 
anniversary of the 
Assassination of 

President Abraham 
Lincoln. 

Cecilia Fox | Troy Daily News

Return visit

‘Return Visit’ to be on diplay
Visitors — from near and far — have had the opportunity to see Seward Johnson’s 

30-foot-tall, 40,000 pound sculpture of Abraham Lincoln and modern day man through-
out the summer on Courthouse Square in Troy. The sculpture will continue to be on 
display throughout the Lincoln Funeral Train exhibit and beyond. Visitors should come 
with their cameras ready. A designated “selfie station” has been set up to allow visitors 
the opportunity to take a selfie with the sculpture. Remember to use the hashtag #Lincol-
nAndMe when posting to Instagram and Twitter.
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Reenactors to  
be part of Lincoln 
train exhibit
By Cecilia Fox
cfox@civitasmedia.com

TROY — When President Lincoln’s funer-
al train arrives in Troy, it will be met by a 
color guard of living history reenactors who 
will carry the president’s casket

Over the four days that the train will 
stop in Troy, the Sons of Union Veterans 
will bring to life Civil War history, with an 
emphasis on Miami County’s involvement in 
the war.

“When we heard that the train was com-
ing, we decided to see if we could scare up 
some living history reenactors,” local histo-
rian and reenactor Terry Purke said.

The group aims to provide an immersive 
experience for visitors and will appear in 
period garb. A color guard of these living 
history reenactors will take the casket to and 
from the train several times a day. A bugler 
will play bugle calls of the Union Army.

The reenactors are the descendants of 
Union Army veterans, said Purke, whose 
great-great-grandfather was a Convington 
soldier wounded at Gettysburg. The local 
chapter of the Sons of Union Veterans is 
based in Dayton.

In between the funeral train on Short 
Street and the Lincoln statue on the plaza, 
will be an encampment of reenactors who 
will provide visitors with a sense of how 
people lived during the war, both soldiers 
and civilians, Purke said.

Visitors to the exhibit will have a chance 
to see reenactors in historical uniforms as 
well as artifacts from Overfield Tavern and 

the Troy Historical Society. In the reenac-
tors camp, there will be displays of common 
soldiers gear.

Many of the reenactors are also historians 
who have researched and written books on 
different Ohio regiments. They will share 
their knowledge of local involvement during 
the war, including the 71st and the 147th 
Regiments of the Ohio Volunteer Infantry, 
which had many members from Miami 
County.

“There was always a good turnout of 
volunteers from Troy and Miami County,” 
Purke said.

Purke and his wife Karen will appear in 
period garb to provide information about 
local civilians’ contributions to the U.S. 
Sanitary Commission, a precursor to the 
Red Cross.

On another quadrant of the courthouse 
lawn facing the train, there will also be dis-
plays from different historical societies and 
museums, including the Miami Valley Veter-
ans Museum.

This exhibit will take place over a four day 
period, Sept. 10-13, and will be located on 
Short Street.

The fee to view the inside of the train 
will be $5 per person, young children and 
students in grades kindergarten through 
12th grade will be admitted free. There will 
not be a charge to view the exhibit from the 
outside. Exhibit hours for the general public 
will run from noon to 8 p.m. Thursday and 
Friday and 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. on Saturday 
and Sunday.

Cecilia Fox | Troy Daily News
Local historian and reenactor Terry Purke wears his Civil War-era garb for the “Return Visit” 
grand opening ceremony in May. Purke and a group of reenactors will be bringing to life a Civil 
War encampment at the Lincoln funeral train exhibit.

Military personnel, in uniform  
or with proper ID, will be admitted  

to the exhibit free of charge.
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