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Tradition resting on his shoulders

By David Fong
dfong@civitasmedia.com

TROY — Matt Burg-
bacher seemingly had it 
all.

Before he had even 
reached the age of 40, 
Burgbacher oversaw a 
football program that 
had known nothing but 
success — six playoff 
appearances in his six 
years as head coach — in 
a community that reveres 
its high school athletic 
programs. Burgbacher, 
his wife and their children 
had become an integral 
part of the close-knit 
fabric that made up the 
community. Heck, he 
even timed his commute 
from his front door to his 
classroom at Fort Loramie 
High School at 47 sec-
onds.

“I have no complaints 
about Fort Loramie,” 
Burgbacher said. “I loved 
it up there. It’s an athletics 
town. Sure, it’s a basket-
ball town, but they love 
all of their athletic teams. 
They’ve got two things in 
Fort Loramie: they’ve got 
the Catholic church and 
they’ve got the schools 
— and they support them 
both. I was happy up 
there. My wife and kids 
loved it up there. It was a 
great situation.”

He wasn’t looking to go 
elsewhere.

Until, that is, “else-
where” came looking for 
him.

Last winter, Burgbacher 
learned the head coaching 
job at Troy was open after 
school administrators 
elected to part ways with 
coach Scot Brewer after 
three years. While Fort 
Loramie could offer Burg-
bacher so much of what 
he wanted for himself, 
his family and his career, 
there was one thing it 
could not offer that Troy 
could.

Tradition.
While Troy has been 

playing football since 
1897, Fort Loramie has 
been playing varsity foot-
ball since 2005.

“The biggest thing that 
got me when I saw the 
job was open were the 
words Troy football. You 
can’t say enough about the 
tradition of this team and 

this program in this com-
munity. Growing up in 
Tipp City, to me, Troy was 
always an elite program. 
Honestly playing at Tipp 
sometimes made you feel 
like the little stepbrother, 
because Troy has always 
up here compared to 
everyone else,” Burgbach-
er said, holding his hand 
above his head for added 
emphasis. “Everyone else 
was just a little bit below. 
To me, Troy was — and 
is — one of the elite 
programs in the state of 
Ohio.”

As the son of a football 
coach who spent more 
than 40 years build-
ing winning programs 
wherever he went, Burg-
bacher’s ascendance as 
a football coach seems 
almost pre-ordained — a 
gridiron birthright, of 
sorts, handed down from 
the legendary Charlie 
Burgbacher to his son. 
Truthfully, however, it was 
a winding journey for the 
younger Burgbacher.

Matt Burgbacher first 
fell in love with the sport 
growing in southern Ohio 
as his father coached at 
Portsmouth Notre Dame 
High School. Before they 
could spread their roots 
along the Ohio River, how-
ever, the family moved to 
Miami County when the 
elder Burgbacher took the 
coaching job at Covington 
High School. By then, 
Matt was old enough to be 
a ball boy and team man-
ager for his father, who 
took the Buccaneers to the 
state semifinals in 1985.

“I knew I always wanted 
to be a football coach,” 
Matt said. “I remem-
ber sitting on the floor 
watching my dad break 
down film — that was 
back when they still ran 
the film on reels. When 
he was the coach at 
Covington, I was on the 
sidelines for every game. 
There wasn’t a practice I 
missed.”

Charlie would eventu-
ally move on from Coving-
ton to Tippecanoe High 
School, where he would 
again find success — early 
on in his career, his son 
Matt was his quarterback. 
As a senior, however, 
Matt dislocated his ster-
noclavicular joint and was 
forced to miss much of the 
season. The injury didn’t 
prevent him from missing 
baseball season, however, 
where he had become a 
standout for Tippecanoe 
coach Bruce Cahill and 
Troy Post 43 legion coach 
Frosty Brown.

Following his gradua-
tion from Tippecanoe in 
1995 Burgbacher would 
accept an offer to play 
baseball at Marietta Col-
lege. Figuring his football 
career had come to a 
close, Burgbacher threw 
himself into baseball — 
who still holds a Division 
III national record for 
scoring eight runs in a sin-
gle game against La Roche 
College in 1999 — and 
his schoolwork, earning a 
marketing degree.

Following his final 
spring playing baseball, 
however, Burgbacher still 
had some coursework to 
finish up the next fall. 
That’s when Marietta 
football coach Gene Epley 
— noting Burgbacher 
still had football eligibil-
ity remaining — coaxed 
Burgbacher into playing 
football one more time.

“He talked me into play-
ing — I ended up starting 
at outside linebacker and 
returning punts and kick-
offs,” Burgbacher said. “I 
think we may have gone 
2-9 or something like that 
— but I had the time of 
my life. I guess it’s really 
true — you don’t realize 
what you have until you 
don’t have it any more. I 
had no idea how much I 
had missed playing foot-
ball.”

By then, however, it 
was too late for to reverse 
the course of action that 
already had been put in 
place — he would gradu-
ate without a teaching 
degree, pretty much a pre-
requisite for coaching high 
school football. Soon after 
graduation, he would take 

a job with a trucking com-
pany in Mason, where he 
and his wife would settle 
and start their family.

For a short time, at 
least.

“My wife could tell 
I wasn’t very happy,” 
Burgbacher said. “She 
knew how much I loved 
football and how much I 
missed it. We would go 
to watch football games 
and she could tell, as we 
were sitting in the stands, 
how much I missed it. She 
encouraged me to start 
looking at going back to 
school and getting my 
masters and becoming a 
teacher so I could coach 
football again.”

Burgbacher would earn 
his teaching degree from 
Georgetown College in 
Kentucky. Soon after, in 
the fall of 2004, he would 
join his father Charlie’s 
staff at Tippecanoe. Under 

his father, Burgbacher 
learned not only about 
football, but life lessons, 
as well.

Starting with humility.
“I thought I would come 

in and dad would have 
me work with the skill 
position guys,” Matt said. 
“The first thing he did 
was have me coach the 
offensive and defensive 
lines. I thought he was 
nuts. I said, ‘I don’t know 
anything about coaching 
offensive and defensive 
lines.’ He said, ‘Do you 
want to be a head coach 
some day? You better 
learn?’ It ended up being 
one of the best things he 

could have done for me.”
He would eventually 

become offensive coordi-
nator in 2006 and spend 
three years in that capac-
ity before taking over at 
Fort Loramie, which at 
the time had only recently 
establish a football pro-
gram. In the nascent 
days before Burgbacher’s 
arrival, the team had gone 
25-15 in its four-year exis-
tence. Under Burgbacher, 
the Redskins — who were 
on the cusp of making the 
playoffs, but had yet to 
break through and reach 
the postseason — were 
able to break through.

His first season as head 
coach, Burgbacher went 
10-3, leading the team 
to a spot in the Division 
VI regional champion-
ship game. The Redskins 
would make the playoffs 
all six of his years as head 
coach as he amassed a 
combined record of 51-18. 
During his head coach-
ing career, Burgbacher 
was the 2009 Division 
Co-Coach of the Year, the 
2010 and 2011 Metro 
Buckeye Conference 
Coach of the Year, the 
2011 Division VI Ohio 
Co-Coach of the Year, the 
2011 Southwest District 
Division VI Co-Coach of 
the Year and the 2012 
Northwest Central Confer-
ence Coach of the Year.

Between his time as 
an assistant coach at 
Tippecanoe and head 
coach at Fort Loramie, 
Burgbacher’s teams have a 
combined record of 91-32 
and have been to the post-
season 10 out of 11 years.

Now Burgbacher — 
who has known nothing 
but success his entire 
coaching career — will 
try to bring just that to a 
Troy team that went 1-9 
last season and has gone 
11-21. Last year’s 1-9 mark 
was particularly galling to 
the Trojan faithful, con-
sidering it was the team’s 
worst finish since going 
0-10 since 1982 and only 
the sixth time since the 
schedule was expanded to 
nine games in 1917 that a 
Troy team had won one or 
zero games.

Burgbacher knows that 
in a town that values its 
high school football and 
its team’s rich tradition, 
his success as a coach ulti-
mately will be measured in 
terms of wins and losses.

“I’m OK with that — I 
want it to be like that,” 
Burgbacher said. “Our 
motto this season is ‘Right 
Now.’ We don’t want 
to wait to turn things 
around. We want to get 
better right away. Is there 
pressure that comes along 
with this job? Of course 
there is. And we’re all 
OK with that, too. We 
want there to be pressure. 
That’s what makes you 
better.”

If Burgbacher is going 
to turn things around, he 
has no intention of doing 
it by himself. He’s assem-
bled what thinks is an all-
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David Fong | Troy Daily News
New Troy football coach Matt Burgbacher talks to his team following a recent scrimmage.
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In addition to Matt Burgbacher taking over as Troy’s head coach, his father Charlie — who spent nearly 
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David Fong | Troy Daily News
New Troy football coach Matt Burgbacher (right) gets clarification 
on a ruling from an official in a recent scrimmage.
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Troy’s offense will have a slightly familiar look
By David Fong
dfong@civitasmedia.com

TROY — Matt Burgbacher 
knows that, especially around 
Troy, the phrase “wing-t 
offense” is going to come with 
a set of both preconceived 
notions and high expecta-
tions.

“Obviously people around 
Troy have certain ideas about 
the wing-t offense,” Troy’s 
first-year head coach said. 
“They did it for almost 30 
years here — and they did 
it well. But the thing I think 
people need to remember is 
that not every wing-t offense 
is the same. In fact, a lot of 
people would tell you that no 
two wing-t offenses are the 
same.”

For 28 years under former 
head coach Steve Nolan, Troy 
ran the wing-t offense. It 
produced league titles, play-
off appearances and record-
setting running backs. Over 
the course of three decades, it 
became almost synonymous 
with Troy football itself. What 
many forget — or never real-
ized to begin with — how-
ever, is that under Nolan, the 
offense morphed and evolved 
over the years, based largely 
on the personnel at hand.

Sure, the basics remained 
the same, but the subtle varia-
tions and nuances were there 
with each passing season.

So yes, Burgbacher is bring-
ing the wing-t back to Troy 
after a three-year absence, but 
he knows it won’t be exactly 
the same as what Troy fans 
saw for 28 years under Nolan. 
Not necessarily better or 
worse, mind you … just differ-
ent.

“We aren’t going to be a 

classic wing-t team — not yet, 
anyway,” Burgbacher said. 
“We are going to tailor the 
offense to fit the personnel 
we have. We don’t necessarily 
have the great depth at run-
ning back that some of those 
other Troy teams had — but 
we feel like we have some 
other weapons on offense that 
will allow us to do some dif-
ferent things.

“Offensively, we want to 
mix it up. We know teams are 
going to try to stop our run-
ning game, so we are going 
to have to be effective in our 
passing game. We want to 
be able to throw the ball on 
first and second down. We 
want to be able to throw the 
ball because we want to, not 
because we have to.”

Troy’s passing game will 
start with junior quarterback 
Hayden Kotwica, Troy’s start-
er nearly all of last season. 
He’ll be backed up by junior 
Andrew Ray and sophomore 
Sam Coleman.

“Kotwica has come a long 
way since last season,” Burg-
bacher said. “Actually, if you 
were just to look at him from 
the first day of camp to where 
he is now, his improvement 
has been amazing. He’s a hard 
worker and is becoming a stu-
dent of the game.”

Troy’s options at running 
back are slim — necessitating 
Burgbacher’s adjustments to 
the wing-t, which tradition-
ally relies on a deep stable of 
backs. Senior Elijah Pearson 
returns, as does junior Joel 
Browder, who saw limited 
duty last season. After playing 
almost exclusively on defense 
last season, junior Marc Scor-
dia will see plenty of time in Photo courtesy of Lee Woolery | Speedshot Photo

Offensive lineman Jared Bair will move from guard to tackle this season 
for the Trojans.

Photo courtesy of Lee Woolery | Speedshot Photo
Elijah Pearson (26) is expected to be a featured running back for the Trojans this season.

Photo courtesy of Lee Woolery | Speedshot Photo
Hayden Kotwica (12) returns at quarterback 
for Troy this year.

By David Fong
dfong@civitasmedia.com

TROY — Eventually, 
Matt Burgbacher would 
like to build his defense 
up to the point where he 
could send in fresh defend-
ers on every play — wave 
after wave of Trojans bent 
on overwhelming a run-
down offense.

For now, though, he’d 
settle for not needing to 
send in a defense that had 
just come off the field on 
offense.

“Depth is a concern for 
us,” the first-year Troy 
coach said. “One day, we 
want to be a two-platoon 
team where nobody has 
to play both offense and 
defense — but we aren’t 
there yet. We are going 
to need our best 11 guys 
out there — and that may 
mean our best guys on 
offense are also going to 
have to play defense. We 
do have some younger 
guys coming along. Those 
younger guys are getting 
better every day in prac-
tice. But for now, we are 
going to need our best 
guys out there.”

Of particular concern 
for the Trojans will be 
the defensive line, where 
all three projected start-
ers — senior nose tackle 
Dallas Shamblin (5-foot-9, 
217 pounds) and senior 
defensive tackles Jared 
Bair (6-3, 231) and Chris 
Linville (6-0, 263) — all 
will be starting on Troy’s 
offensive line, as well.

“I guess one of the good 
things is they’ve known all 
during the offseason and 
have been able to instill it 
in their minds that this is 

going to happen,” Burg-
bacher said of his three 
starting linemen. “They’ve 
been preparing for this 
and they are excited for 
the opportunity.”

Burgbacher also likes 
the fact that he has a 
number of other options 
along the defensive line to 
spell his starters — even if 
many of them are largely 
unproved at the varsity 
level. Backing up Sham-
blin at nose tackle will 
be senior Dameek Baker 
(5-9, 292). Sophomores 
Christian Nation (5-10, 
235) and Drew Smith 
(6-1, 231) will get the first 
looks as the back-ups at 
defensive tackle, while 
senior Porter Davis (6-3, 
293), junior Travis Hall 
(6-3, 288) and sophomore 
Logan Hubbard (6-1, 260) 
also should figure into the 

mix along the defensive 
line.

“There may be a little 
bit of a drop off after our 
starters, but we’ve got 
seven or eight kids we feel 
comfortable with play-
ing on a rotation basis,” 
Burgbacher said. “Those 
kids have got to be able to 
go in there and give our 
starters a break and still 
do what we need them to 
do on defense. We have to 
be smart with how we are 
going to use our starters, 
especially on the defensive 
line.”

Junior Will Brumfield 
started every game at 
outside linebacker for the 
Trojans last season, and 
returns to lead the line-
backers. Sophomore Joah 
Schricker will start at the 
other outside linebacker 
spot. Juniors Noah Marsh 

and Matt Sanders, along 
with sophomores John 
Wehrkamp and Tristan 
Meek all should see time 
at outside linebacker as 
well.

Senior Ryan Daum 
has played a number of 
positions throughout his 
career at Troy — includ-
ing starting at offensive 
guard — but will settle in 
as a starter at inside line-
backer this season. Junior 
Marc Scordia will play the 
other inside linebacker 
position. Juniors Michael 
Murray and Jacob Stewart 
also will play inside line-
backer for the Trojans.

Returning starter Drake 
McDonagh will play one 
cornerback spot in the 
defensive backfield, while 
senior Bailey Williams 
will play the other. Junior 

Anthony Weber | Troy Daily News
Drake McDonagh returns at defensive back for the Trojans this 
season.

Anthony Weber | Troy Daily News
Linemen Jared Bair (75) and linebackers Jacob Stewart (34) and Will Brumfield (14) all return to the 
Troy defense this season.

Anthony Weber | Troy Daily News
Junior Zion Taylor (right) should figure into the mix at cornerback 
for Troy this season.

Depth a concern for Troy on defense
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Change, yet familiarity, at Tipp

By Josh Brown
jbrown@civitasmedia.com

TIPP CITY — First-year 
Tippecanoe coach Joel Derge 
just laughed when asked about 
how his Red Devils were deal-
ing with all the change around 
the program.

“We joked on the first day 
of practice. ‘Hey, this all looks 
familiar,’” he said with a chuck-
le. “I figured that there’s no 
reason to change the practice 
schedule or the team meals or 
anything.”

The routine isn’t the only 
thing staying the same, either.

After bidding farewell to for-
mer coach Charlie Burgbacher 
— who moved on to be the 
defensive coordinator at Troy 
High School under his son, 
head coach Matt Burgbacher, 
after 26 seasons with the Dev-
ils — Derge stepped up after 
one season as Tippecanoe’s 
offensive coordinator and 
another as the Devils’ defen-
sive coordinator to take the 
head coaching position, and he 
doesn’t plan on breaking from 
the tradition that Burgbacher 
put in place.

And the fact that the Devils 
have a lot of returning players 
that have come up through the 
ranks as Derge did the past 
couple years is helping keep 
things familiar, too.

“We’re still sticking with 
what’s been successful,” Derge 
said. “It’s helped a lot — these 
seniors have seen me as the 
defensive coordinator in 2013 
and the offensive coordinator 
in 2014. I think it helps my 
credibility with the kids — 
they know I came here two 
years ago not expecting much. 
But I learned a lot from coach 
Burgbacher.

“The wing-T was what I was 
born and raised on. I played 
in the wing-T, I’ve coached it 
— and now I want to keep the 

tradition going.”
Under Burgbacher, the 

Devils went to the playoffs 
11 times, including the last 
10 straight seasons. And two 
years ago, Tippecanoe com-
peted in the regional champi-
onship game. And one way the 
Devils are building on their 
tradition is turning that into 
expectations.

“One of our strengths is 
that we’ve got a lot of speed. 
We’ve played Xenia and Sidney 
on turf in scrimmages — and 
that’s the goal. We want to be 
playing on turf in November.”

With the returning firepower 
Tippecanoe boasts this year, 
it’s a legitimate goal.

After having to replace 10 
starters going into the 2014 
season using a number of 
young players, those kids that 
stepped into those roles are 
back this year — with senior 
Jakob Prall being key among 
them. Prall is a threat to score 
on every play, no matter what 
he’s doing with the football. 
He ran numerous kickoffs and 
punts back for touchdowns 
last season, and at one point 
last year he ran, caught and 
threw for a touchdown all in 

one game.
“He’s a Brown University 

commit, just like Jacob Hall, 
the guy he helped replace last 
year,” Derge said. “He’s a great 
ballcarrier. He had 1,008 yards 
rushing last year, almost 500 
yards receiving and around 
2,200 all-purpose yards. He’s 
a kid that can do anything we 
ask.”

The Devils also bring back 
experience along both lines in 
seniors Jack Peura and Logan 
Ferrell, some depth in the 
backfield in Cameron Gibbs 
and skill on the outside in 
wide receiver/defensive back 
Riley Hadden.

“Jack was sixth place at state 
wrestling this year. He’s about 
160 pounds but plays defen-
sive line better than most in 
the league,” Derge said. “He’s 
the quickest defensive lineman 
I’ve coached in eight years. 
And on the offensive line, he’s 
able to get out and pull, and 
that’s what the wing-T is all 
about. And Logan’s a wrestler, 
too. He’s just a hoss in there. 
We can never put he and Jack 
on the same practice team, 
because they just dominate 
together. We’ve got to put 

them against each other.
“Cameron was third on the 

team in rushing last year. He’s 
a track runner, and he’s actu-
ally a little faster than Prall in 
a straight 40-yard dash. We get 
to the perimeter a lot with our 
running game. And Riley’s the 
leader in our secondary. He 
was all-league last year, and he 
led the team in interceptions 
last year. We’ll count on him 
to make sure we’re in the right 
coverage.”

With the graduation of 
quarterback Zack Blair and 
fullback/middle linebacker Aus-
tin Clack, though, Tippecanoe 
finds itself with competitions 
going on in a few positions.

“Quarterback is up in the air 
right now, but we’ve got two 
guys fighting for it,” Derge 
said. “Senior Brandon Got-
thardt does a great job leading 
the kids. He’s a QB/defensive 
back with the best arm on 
the team. Then there’s junior 
Aaron Hughes. He’s the young-
er brother of Ben Hughes, a 
three-year quarterback for us, 
and he’s the third-fastest kid 
on the team. So we’ve got one 
guy that’s fast and another 
with a good arm, and we don’t 

know who’s going to win the 
job for the year yet.”

Junior Trevor Staggs will 
rotate in with the halfbacks 
and play at defensive back, and 
junior linebacker Austin Subler 
could be Clack’s replacement 
at fullback. Zach Mace will 
be back on the offensive line, 
and Chris Garber is the team’s 
leading returning tackler.

With all those pieces back in 
place, don’t expect the Devils 
to look very different from the 
past.

“It definitely hasn’t changed 
that much,” Derge said. “We’re 
going to have our nuances. To 
the untrained eye, you’re going 
to see a very similar football 
team. Everyone plays hard and 
plays with class.”

One thing that will change 
in the very near future is the 
Devils’ division — this is the 
final season Tippecanoe will 
compete in the Central Buck-
eye Conference Kenton Trail 
Division before moving to the 
Greater Western Ohio Confer-
ence’s North Division the fol-
lowing year.

And they want to leave one 
last mark on it.

“Our seniors came up with 
our motto: ‘Unfinished busi-
ness,’” Derge said. “These 
kids want to leave their stamp 
on the program and on the 
CBC. We left a win on the 
field against Kenton Ridge in 
the fourth quarter last year. 
The kids remember that. We 
respect all the teams we play, 
but we want to win the league.

“There’s definitely good 
teams. Springfield Shawnee 
and Kenton Ridge both beat us 
last year, Bellefontaine was the 
co-league champ and Tecum-
seh made the playoffs.”

But the Devils aren’t forget-
ting their other goals.

“We want to be playing 
in Week 12 on turf,” Derge 
said. “These seniors have five 
games of playoff experience, 
whether they played in them 
or not. They’re 3-2 in the play-
offs. They have more playoff 
wins than any other class that’s 
gone through Tipp. And now 
they’ve got a chance to leave 
with four or five career wins.”

Appears that not much has 
really changed after all.

Contact Josh Brown at (937) 552-2132, or 
follow @TroyDailySports on Twitter.

First-year 
coach Derge 
keeping Devil 
tradition alive

Anthony Weber|Troy Daily News
Tippecanoe’s Jakob Prall breaks away from the Milton-Union defense during a game last season.

Anthony Weber|Troy Daily News
Tippecanoe’s Riley Hadden makes a catch against Kenton Ridge last season.

Anthony Weber|Troy Daily News
Tippecanoe’s Cameron Gibbs breaks free on a long run against Milton-Union last season.

star coaching staff. Both 
of his top two assistants 
— offensive coordinator 
Jason McGarahan and his 
defensive coordinator, his 
father Charlie — are for-

mer head coaches. He has 
gladly ceded control to his 
assistants. Matt is a new 
breed of football coach — 
if older coaches ran their 
programs in dictatorial 
fashion, Burgbacher runs 
his like the laid-back CEO 
of a cutting-edge tech 
company — he puts them 
in a position to succeed, 

then lets them do their 
jobs.

“There’s no egos here,” 
Burgbacher said. “We’re 
all here for the same rea-
sons — we like working 
with kids, we love the 
game of football and we 
want to win champion-
ships. We’ve got three 
head coaches on staff — 

one of whom was a head 
coach for 40 years. When 
I hired them as assistants, 
I told them, ‘I want you 
to coach these kids. You 
are the head man of your 
kids.’ It’s that way with 
all of our coaches. I want 
their input. My job is to 
oversee the overall direc-
tion of the program. I am 

going to need their help 
to do that. My first goal 
when I got hired was to 
put together the best 
coaching staff in the state 
of Ohio. I honestly feel 
like we’ve done that.”

Burgbacher knows that 
even with his a great staff, 
however, success won’t 
come easy. Troy is com-
ing off three-consecutive 
losing seasons for the first 
time since 1969. It does 
bear mentioning, however, 
that following that losing 
skid, Troy went a com-
bined 20-0 in 1970 and 
1971 and built what still 
is widely considered one 
of the best teams not only 
in school history, but also 
Ohio high school football 
history.

And while no one’s 
expectations are quite that 
lofty — not yet, anyway 
— Burgbacher said he’s 
willing to put in the work 
to build the program back 
to what he remembers 
growing up in Miami 
County.

“We want to bring back 
the tradition,” he said. 
“We want to be a team 
people in this community 
can be proud of. We want 
people to start talking 
about Troy football again. 
We want to win champion-
ships.”

And then, finally, Burg-
bacher might truly have 
it all.

Contact David Fong at dfong@
civitasmedia.com; follow him on 
Twitter @thefong
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Success breeds success at East
Vikings 
aiming for 
4th straight 
playoff trip
By Josh Brown
jbrown@civitasmedia.com

CASSTOWN — Miami 
East has grown very, very 
accustomed to the taste 
of success.

And like any other 
acquired taste, it just 
makes the Vikings want 
to experience it more.

Entering the 2015 
season, Miami East has 
qualified for the postsea-
son five times in the past 
seven years, including 
the past three in a row 
and even the program’s 
first-ever playoff victory 
in 2013. And with that 
run of success, this year’s 
seniors have the chance 
to accomplish one more 
first for the Vikings.

“That’s always the goal, 
to be playing in Week 11 
and beyond. We’ve been 
fortunate enough to do 
that for the last three 
years,” Miami East coach 
Max Current said. “If we 
accomplish that again, 
this year’s seniors now 
have the opportunity to 
be the first class in the 
school’s history to go to 
the playoffs all four years. 
That’s good motivation 
for them — and for the 
team as a whole.

“It’s always nice to get 
to play an extra week. 
We’ve only ever been able 
to win and play in Week 
12 once … but getting to 
Week 11 is the motiva-
tion.”

And the Vikings’ previ-
ous experience has taught 
them plenty, too, like how 
to not be intimidated on 
the bigger stage or how 
not to let setbacks derail 
the journey along the way.

“I still remember that 
first year at Marion 
Local,” Current said. 
“We had a great crowd 
there, but our defensive 
backs complained about 
how they couldn’t hear 
the coverages when they 
were called out. We told 
them ‘why do you think 
we have signals?’ We 
had some things to learn 
about playing in that 
atmosphere.

“In 2012, when we 
played at Coldwater, 
we were 4-1 to start the 
year — then lost two 
straight games. We were 
4-3 and feeling sorry 
for ourselves, but we 
told the kids that we 
weren’t mathematically 

eliminated yet. We still 
had around a 13 percent 
chance at the time, but 
those kids rose to the 
occasion.”

And despite the gradua-
tion of a few key weapons 
from last season, Miami 
East has plenty of expe-
rience and leadership 
returning to do the same 
once more with eight 
seniors, including four 
All-Cross County Confer-
ence and three All-South-
west District players.

After bidding goodbye 
to the program’s most 
prolific passer in quarter-
back Conner Hellyer and 
leading all-purpose back 
Colton McKinney, the 
Vikings will plug those 
key holes with seniors 
Kurt Brower and Logan 
May at running back and 
senior Braxton Donald-
son at quarterback.

“Braxton’s always been 
the backup quarterback, 
and he’s been a heck of a 
tight end for us,” Current 
said. “He’s been the start-
ing tight end since he was 
a freshman and also the 
backup QB, and when 
Conner broke his collar 
bone his sophomore year, 
he stepped up and started 
at QB the last four games 
and our playoff game. 
We’re trying to get him 
back into that mode this 
year.

“Kurt led the team in 
rushing at fullback last 
year with over 1,000 
yards, and he’s a strong 
outside linebacker and 
led the team in tackles 
for loss. He’s a power-
ful running back — our 
only experienced running 
back, really. We’ll ride 
him a lot and lean pretty 
heavily on him. Logan 
was a wide receiver/
defensive back last year, 
but we’re moving him to 
running back this year. 
He’s learning a new posi-
tion, but he’s a senior and 
he’ll be alright.”

The bulk of the Vikings’ 
experience is concen-
trated in a good place 
— along the offensive 
and defensive lines and at 
linebacker.

Senior Caden Hellyer 
returns at linebacker after 
leading the team in tack-
les last year. Also back is 
senior center/inside line-
backer Michael Werling 
and senior linemen Dan-
iel Everett, Ben Ferguson 
and Kyle Maggert.

“Caden was a force for 
us on defense last year,” 
Current said. “We’re 
counting on him to be a 
big defensive leader for 
us. Michael was a starter 
the last half of last year at 
defensive tackle, but he’s 
a former linebacker and 
we’ve moved him back 
there, so we’ve got two 

seniors in the middle.
“Daniel has the capabil-

ity to play all four spots 
along the defensive line, 
so he’s very versatile. Ben 
was our right tackle on 
offense last year but we’ve 
moved him to guard, so 
with him and Caden we’ve 
got a couple of big bodies 
that move well. And Kyle 
gives us good depth at 
guard on offense. Since 
we have a lot of two-way 
guys, we’ll need guys to 
spell each other.”

The Vikings also have 
a host of juniors battling 
for spots. Arron Adams 
and Levi Adduchio and 
will vie for time at wheel 
back, and Logan West 
will play tight end/defen-
sive end. Omar Seleme 
and Dakota Brown will 
add depth to the lines and 
Joseph Villella will play at 
corner as only one player 
in the defensive backfield 
returns.

“Our first-team guys 
on both lines and at line-
backer have good expe-
rience,” Current said. 
“Three of the four sec-
ondary spots and the skill 
positions on offense are 
where our inexperience 
is. But we saw some nice 
things in our first scrim-
mage against Lehman. 
It’s important for our 
young kids to figure out 
the speed and physicality 
of the game in the pre-
season.”

Because once the sea-
son begins, the Vikings 
will need to hit the 
ground running to reach 
their destination. The 
CCC has sent numerous 
teams to the playoffs the 
last three years — other 
than only the Vikings.

“A lot of guys out there 
study up on exactly who 
has who coming back, 
but I worry more about 
us,” Current said. “I think 
about it, don’t get me 
wrong. But we like to 
focus on the things we 
can control.

“Covington played a 
lot of young guys last 
year, so look for them to 
be strong. (Tri-County) 
North and (Twin Valley) 
South had very senior-
dominated teams last 
year, but the kids that 
are replacing them had 
to practice against those 
kids, making them bet-
ter. They’ve got solid 

programs. Arcanum’s got 
a lot coming back, there’s 
a couple new coaches at 
(National) Trail and Mis-
sissinawa (Valley).

“Some people don’t 
respect our conference 
very much, but we had 
four playoff teams two 
years ago and three last 

year. It’s a battle every 
week. The last few years 
our conference has sent a 
lot of teams to Week 11.”

Something Miami East 
knows a little something 
about.

“This is what we’ve 
been waiting since last 
November for,” Current 

said. “Not everyone can 
say they made it to Week 
11. Hopefully, we can take 
care of business and these 
seniors can say they’ve 
done something no one 
else at Miami East has.”

Contact Josh Brown at (937) 552-
2132, or follow @TroyDailySports 
on Twitter.

Amanda Ullery/Civitas Media
Miami East’s Kurt Brower is tackled by Bethel’s Hunter Shelley (52) and Nate Rimkus (8) Friday night 
at Miami East High School. Brower is the Vikings’ leading returning rusher from last year’s team.

Mike Ullery/Civitas Media
Miami East quarterback Conner Hellyer throws a pass during the Vikings’ playoff game against 
Versailles last season. Hellyer graduated as the Vikings’ most successful quarterback in history, 
leaving backup Braxton Donaldson to take control of the team.

Anthony Weber | Troy Daily News
Miami East’s Colton McKinney runs the ball against Tri-County North last season. The Vikings’ all-purpose back graduated in the offseason.
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Bees continue building stability
By Josh Brown
jbrown@civitasmedia.com

BRANDT — Before 
last season began, new 
Bethel coach Scott Clod-
felter admitted that one 
or two injuries in key 
spots could derail the 
whole thing.

And while that’s exactly 
what happened — and 
the danger still exists 
going into this season — 
it also got some of the 
younger Bees varsity play-
ing experience on Friday 
nights. And now, a year 
older, bigger and more 
seasoned, those Bees will 
look to take the next step 
towards building a qual-
ity program after years of 
inconsistency.

And that’s what Clod-
felter knows best — what 
consistency can do for a 
program.

“A football player is 
a creature of habit,” he 
said. “We’re in our second 
year here now, so hope-
fully the kids are a little 
more relaxed now that 
they know what it is we’re 
expecting from them. I 
like where we’re at right 
now from a knowledge 
standpoint.

“We did have some 
injuries that hurt us last 
year, and we’re in the 
same boat again this year. 
We’ve actually got two 
players less than last year 
numbers-wise. Our skill 
level and strength across 
the boards have both 
improved, but injuries 
are a critical thing for us 
again. We can survive one 
or two, it just depends on 
who and where it is.”

Early on last season, 
when they were at full 

strength, the Bees started 
off 3-0. But they hit a 
stretch of games against 
all of the Cross County 
Conference’s top teams 
in a row — Covington, 
Tri-County North, Miami 
East and Twin Valley 
South. The first three 
of those were all playoff 
teams last season, and 
Bethel dropped those four 
games, suffering critical 
injuries along the way. 
The Bees then dropped a 
pair of close games and 
finished off the season 
on a seven-game losing 
streak.

“We did well, but then 
we ran into Covington, 
East and North. The 
league was up last year,” 
Clodfelter said. “The 
league isn’t down this 
year, that’s for sure, but 
I can’t imagine it being 
much better than last 
year. We are a better team 
now, though, and hope-
fully that translates into a 
few more wins.”

The Bees are still a very 
young team, though, with 
only one senior — center 
Stetson Peake — on the 
roster. He’ll anchor the 
line that protects sopho-
more quarterback Jacob 
Evans and clears the way 
for junior running back 
Josh Wills.

“Stetson’s our only 
senior. He started last 
year, is about 6-foot-2, 
235 pounds and is a good 
player,” Clodfelter said. 
“Jacob is still young, and 
he’s a second-year starter. 
He looks much more 
comfortable in the role 
than last year. He’s done 
a good job leading the 
team and is getting a little 
more vocal.

“Josh was a fullback/
linebacker last year, and 
he did a good job. He’s a 
physical kid and a hard-
nosed runner. He’s hard 
to bring down, and he’s 
got some speed.”

Also back for the Bees 
are juniors Ian Anderson 
and Tyler Terry on the 
edges, with newcomers 
Kevin Calhoun and Zac 
McCarroll, both sopho-
mores, shoring up the 
lines.

“Ian’s just a football 
player,” Clodfelter said. 
“He’s solid, can do a lot 
of things, is a decent-
sized kid, has good hands 
and technique and is 
big enough to be a good 
blocker. Tyler was a start-
er on both offense and 
defense last year, and he’s 
much improved, too.

“Kevin missed last year 

with an injury. He’s got 
really good technique 
and is a no-nonsense, 
old-school kid. Zac had a 
great offseason and did 
a great job in the weight 
room. He’s one of the kids 
that has changed his body 
the most from a strength 
standpoint.”

And while having all 
of that in place puts the 
Bees in a good position, 
Clodfelter knows from 
experience that chang-
ing the culture around a 
program takes time and 
endurance.

“We’re very experi-
enced as opposed to last 

year. We’re still young, 
but we do have experi-
ence,” he said. “It’s going 
to come down to injuries. 
If we stay healthy, we 
have a chance to be a 
good football team. If one 
kid gets hurt, it could 
affect three positions. 
That’s a big negative of it.

“Our kids are working 
hard. We do have some 
talent. I like our kids. 
They’ve improved from 
last year. We’re better, but 
we still need to improve.”

They’ll need to to keep 
up with the CCC.

“I think it’ll be the 
usual suspects at the top,” 
Clodfelter said. “Cov-
ington and Miami East 
will probably be the two 
frontrunners. North lost a 
lot, but they have a stable 
program and I expect 
them to be a good team. 
South will be competi-
tive, and National Trail 
has a new coach but they 
made strides in the past 
few years. The league is 
top-heavy, but there’s a 
lot of seniors gone from 
last year. That bodes well 
for us, because we’re still 
young but have more 
experience.”

And while Bethel is 
still just starting out and 
beginning to build stabil-
ity, Clodfelter knows that 
it’s an ongoing process. 
After all, he’s had experi-
ence with it.

“We didn’t see our turn-
around at Beavercreek 
until my third year there,” 
he said. “We’re still young 
into that. The team is 
better, but we can still 
improve.”

Contact Josh Brown at (937) 552-
2132, or follow @TroyDailySports 
on Twitter.

Anthony Weber|Troy Daily News
Bethel’s Tyler Terry tackles a Covington runner during a game last season.

Expectations haven’t changed for Cavaliers

By Rob Kiser
rkiser@civitasmedia.com

SIDNEY — While the 
faces may change, the 
results in the Lehman foot-
ball program have been 
consistent under football 
coach Richard Roll.

And while the Cavaliers 
were hit hard by losses to 
graduation after going 10-3 
last season and advancing 
to the playoffs for the sev-
enth time in nine years, the 
expectation hasn’t changed 
any for this year’s squad.

“You to have high goals 
and expectations,” Roll 
said.

Nick Rourke, who was 
a three-year starter who 
passed for 2,434 yards last 
season, completing 146 of 
259 passes is going.

Senior Stephen Monnin 
(5-10, 160) will take over 
that role.

“It is his turn,” Roll 
said. “And I don’t say that 
because the position is 
being given to him. He 
has earned it. Stephen 
(Monnin) is an elusive 
runner and he is improv-
ing every day.”

More than 2,000 rush-
ing yards graduate off 
of last year’s team in 
Rourke, Greg Spearman, 
Skylar Brown and Lane 
Monning — Spearman 

rushing for more than 
1,000 and adding more 
than 600 receiving yards.

Sharing the role at run-
ning back will be juniors 
Jacob Earhart (5-9, 175) 
and Dylan Arnold (5-11, 
150) and sophomore Owen 
Smith (5-10, 165).

Spearman and Mitch 
Slater combined for 
almost 1,500 yards receiv-
ing last year.

Stepping in at wide 
receiver/tight end will 
be sophomore Brandon 
Brandon Barhorst (5-9, 
145). The split ends will 
be junior Jared Rourke 
(5-6, 120) and sopho-
mores Kameron Lee (6-2, 
175) and Braiden Sher-
man (6-0, 140).

The offensive line also 
had some tough losses, but 
returns three starters.

The center will be 
sophomore Collin Haller 
(5-10, 175), sophomore 
tackles Michael Bunker 
(6-5, 212) and Seth Sar-
gent (6-3, 220).

The guards will be 
senior Clayton Malone 
(5-10, 200) and junior 
Wyatt Long (6-0, 170).

“The losses to gradua-
tion are always tough,” Roll 
said. “We lost some really 
good players. The offensive 
line is going to be a key.”

It is a similar story on 
defense.

Spearman and Skylar 
Brown combined for 
almost 200 tackles, while 
Ben Montgomery, Kris 
Lee and Clay Selsor added 
another 150 between them. 
Spearman also had four 
interceptions.

Inside on the defensive 
line in Lehman’s 3-4 align-
ment will be junior Christo-
pher Shepard (6-4, 350).

On the outside will be 
Michael Bunker and junior 
Seth Brown (6-1, 175)

The inside linebackers 
will be Long and Earhart 
— who was the Cavaliers 
second leading tackler a 
year ago with 106.

The outside linebackers 
will include Dylan Arnold, 
senior Michael Largent 
(5-11, 170) and sophomore 
Logan Richard (5-11, 145).

The secondary will 
include Barhorst and 
Owen Smith at safety, with 
Rourke, Lee and Mon-
nin — who led the team 
with five interceptions a 
year ago, all possibilities at 
corners.

The place-kicker will be 
senior Ian Smith (5-10, 
165).

“Again, we had some big 
losses on defense and some 
guys are going to have to 
step,” Roll said.

The Cavaliers will be 
challenged right away in its 
opening two games.

“Bad scheduling by the 
athletic director (Roll),” 
Roll said with a laugh. 
“Fort Recovery is a good 
football team and Minster 

is the defending state 
champions.”

The Cavaliers will be 
looking for their third 
straight NWCC title.

“We open in the confer-
ence with Upper Scioto 
Valley, who is going to be 
one of the toughest teams 
in the conference,” Roll 
said. “We are going to have 
to get better (as the season 
goes on). With this staff, 
we (past teams) have done 
that every year. Winning 
the conference and going 
to the playoffs are our goals 
every year.”

And that hasn’t changed.

Rob Kiser can be reached at (937) 
451-3334.

Rob Kiser | Call File Photo
Dylan Arnold turns the corner for Lehman in a scrimmage recently.

Rob Kiser/Call File Photo
Stephen Monnin will take over at quarterback for Lehman this year.

Anthony Weber|Troy Daily News
Bethel’s Jacob Evans gained valuable experience as a freshman 
last season.

Lehman 
shoots for 
another NWCC 
title, playoffs
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Luke Gronneberg | Civitas Media
Jacob Earhart makes a tackle against Fort Loramie last season
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Quality over quantity in Covington
Buccs look to 
continue success
By Ben Robinson
GoBuccs.com

COVINGTON — The Cov-
ington Buccaneers enter the 
2015 season fresh off a 6-4 
regular season record and a 
10th straight state playoff birth 
in a season filled with injuries 
and youth.

And with Covington’s tradi-
tion of success, many outsiders 
would consider the 2014 cam-
paign as a down year, but those 
close to the program consid-
ered the season a huge success 
considering the adversity the 
team faced throughout the year.

“I’ve never seen a Covington 
team this young and have so 
many injuries. The fact that we 
are even in the discussion (for 
the playoffs) is unbelievable 
considering everything this 
team has been through,” said a 
Covington fan after the Anso-
nia game.

Miller credited the kids.
“The kids where the main 

reason for our success last sea-
son.” he said. “They bought in 
and never wavered in spite of 
a lot of adversity. That’s pretty 
special.”

That was then and this is 
now, and the Buccaneers are 
looking for bigger and better 
things in 2015 as the majority 
of the roster returns with expe-
rience.

“We have the potential to 
be very good,” Miller said as 
his team entered the week off 
before two-a-days in late July. 
“All of the kids have been here 
in the summer. All of the kids 
are fully invested.”

Covington’s roster consists of 
32 kids, lower than in the past 
few years, but Miller isn’t con-
cerned with numbers.

“Yeah, we have 32 kids, but 
all of these kids can play,” he 
said after the annual Midnight 
Hit. “And the kids are tight 
too. There’s a brotherhood here 
between these kids. They pull 
for each other and encourage 
one another. I really like our 
team chemistry, especially 
considering we are this early in 
two-a-days. A lot of that team 
chemistry was developed over 
the summer because they all 
were invested from the begin-
ning.”

From last year Covington 
lost four seniors who meant so 
much to the success of the pro-
gram during their time in the 
black and white. The Bucca-
neers also lost three returning 
lettermen who chose to pursue 
other interests.

But what the Buccaneers 
do return for the 2015 season 
excites Miller.

“Would we like to have more 
kids, absolutely,” Miller con-
tinued. “But hey, even with 32 
kids we have some depth there. 
We have a lot of kids back from 
last year and some freshmen 
who can play. Where we are 
lacking, in a sense, are the 
numbers at the reserve level.”

Among the 32 kids, nine 
are seniors and 11 are juniors, 
most of which are returning let-
termen. There is a small sopho-
more class of four, but two let-
tered a year ago as freshmen.

The remainder of the roster 
consists of eight freshmen who 
are hungry for action.

“I like our younger kids for 
the way they have bought in 
from the beginning,” Miller 
said. “Some of our younger 

kids are pushing for playing 
time on Friday nights.”

With a balanced blend of 
experienced veterans and 
hungry rookies, the Buccs look 
to climb back to the top of 
the Cross County Conference 
standings - a place Covington 
has been in five of Miller’s 
eight years as head football 
coach.

Covington also looks to qual-
ify for the state playoffs for the 
11th straight year and the 20th 
time in school history.

“At Covington, we expect to 
go 10-0 and make the playoffs,” 
senior Coleman Ryan said at 
Covington’s annual football 
camp. “At a lot of schools, 
making the playoffs is a dream. 
Here, it’s an expectation.”

And that expectation contin-
ues in 2015.

Anthony Weber|Troy Daily News
Covington’s Ethan Herron runs around a Bethel defender during a game last season.

Anthony Weber | Troy Daily News
Covington’s Brock Murphy powers his way through the Bethel defense during a game last season.

Bulldogs continue building
By Josh Brown
jbrown@civitasmedia.com

WEST MILTON — 
Brick by brick, the Bull-
dogs have been building.

And after two years 
under coach Mark Lane, 
Milton-Union could be 
poised to make its con-
struction efforts pay off.

While Milton-Union 
graduated a significant 
chunk of its rushing 
offense from a season ago, 
the Bulldogs are bringing 
back a group that has been 
working hard — as well as 
an experienced defensive 
group that has the poten-
tial to keep the team in 
games long enough for the 
offense to find the cracks 
in the opposition.

“Right now, this is the 
first year we’re not playing 
any brand new kids,” said 
Lane, whose Bulldogs have 
gone 5-15 in two seasons, 
including a 3-7 campaign 
last year. “We have the 
foundation laid down. We 
have experienced kids 
who have played before, 
and who have gotten big-
ger and gone through the 
weight program. Kids 
who have worked hard to 
improve over the past two 
years.”

Last year in particular, 

the Bulldogs had plenty to 
challenge them along the 
way, though. Only two of 
the 10 teams they faced — 
Northridge and Dixie — 
had sub-.500 records, and 
three of them — Miami 
East, Tippecanoe and 
Waynesville — were play-
off teams.

They did so with the 
Southwestern Buckeye 
League Buckeye Division’s 
second-leading rusher 
in graduate Brad Stine, 
who finished with 1,416 
yards and 14 touchdowns. 
Another graduate, Chase 
Martens, ran for 512 yards 
and six scores, accounting 
for the vast majority of the 
team’s offensive output. 
The Bulldogs finished the 
year tied for fourth in the 
division, with a head-to-
head victory over the team 
they were tied with, Preble 
Shawnee.

“We definitely played a 
tough schedule, and we’ll 
continue to do so,” Lane 
said. “We’re looking to 
build on everything we left 
off on last year. We keep 
putting bricks on top of 
the foundation. We have 
that done for the most part 
now, and we’re ready to 
keep building.”

And that construction 
begins with a sturdy, 

sturdy defense.
Leading the way for 

Milton-Union is senior 
linebacker Austin Menker, 
who led the team in tackles 
last year, as well as another 
senior linebacker in Kaleb 
Rue. Senior defensive 
backs Logan Dickison and 
Joey Swafford and junior 
defensive lineman Keaton 
Lucas.

“I’m a defensive guy, 
so it’s easy for me to talk 
defense first,” Lane said. 
“We’ll have an attacking 
defense, we’ll run multiple 
defenses and we’ve got a 
lot of experience.”

The Bulldogs also have 
returning strength along 
the offensive line in in 
senior Jacob Hill and 
sophomore Tyler Cour-
tright, and sophomore Zac 
Shields is one of a number 
of returning running backs. 
Shields ran for 147 yards 
and two touchdowns last 
year, and Swafford actually 
ran for 155 yards and two 
touchdowns, though most 
of his playing time came at 
quarterback.

“We’ve got good depth at 
running back, and there’s 
no doubt that running the 
ball has been our strength 
in the past,” Lane said. 
“And it will be again. We’ve 
got athletic kids that can 

do some things, that can 
do multiple things.”

As for the quarterback 
position, Lane isn’t ready 
to name a starter for the 
beginning of the year yet.

“I’m going to keep play-
ing that one close to the 
chest,” he said. “Three 
kids played there last year, 
and we’ve got all three of 
them back. We’ve got a 
competition going on for 
the position right now. 
We’ll see who will be the 
guy that steps it up and 
claims the position as his 
own.”

As for which team will 
claim the SWBL Buck-
eye, that’s up in the air as 
always.

“The two teams that 
split it, Madison and 
Waynesville, they’re going 
to return the same level 
of talent,” Lane said. 
“They’re going to be the 
two teams to beat. You can 
always throw Carlisle into 
that mix, too, and that’s 
without digging too deep 
into who has who coming 
back. High school football 
changes every year, too, so 
you just never know.”

For the Bulldogs, 
though, the goal isn’t mere-
ly wins or league titles. It’s 
to continue building.

“Our No. 1 goal that we 

always work toward since 
we started this has been 
to make our town proud,” 
Lane said. “We want to 
make our community 
proud of who we are off 
the field and what we put 
on on the field on Friday 
nights. We’re taking steps 

to make that happen every 
day.

“We’re going to keep 
building and climbing that 
ladder and getting better 
all the time.”

Contact Josh Brown at (937) 552-
2132, or follow @TroyDailySports on 
Twitter.

Anthony Weber|Troy Daily News
Milton-Union’s Zac Shields is one of the Bulldogs returning players 
in the offensive backfield this season.

Anthony Weber|Troy Daily News
Milton-Union’s Quintan Weiss (21), Chris Dunn (20), Zac Shields (25) and Holden Kimmel (16) hustle 
to secure a loose ball last year against Tippecanoe.

Anthony Weber|Troy Daily News
Milton-Union’s Chase Martens carries the ball against Miami East in last year’s season opener.

MARK T. BENTLEY D.D.S. INC
CHARLES H. STEVENS D.D.S.

JULIE E. JONES D.D.S.
JUNHO CHOI D.D.S.

• RESTORATIONS
• EXTRACTIONS

• CROWNS & BRIDGES
• ROOT CANALS

• PREVENTIVE CARE
• DENTURES & PARTIALS

• RIGID STERILIZATION
• WHITENING • SEALANTS
• COSMETIC DENTISTRY
• BOTOX & JUVEDERM

• IMPLANTS
• IV SEDATION

Complimentary Mouth Guards 
for all Miami County Athletes

40
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New challenges await Troy Christian
By David Fong
dfong@civitasmedia.com

TROY — The Troy 
Christian football team is 
all grown up this season 
— which is a good thing, 
because so are the expec-
tations and the level of 
competition.

“We are definitely fac-
ing a whole new set of 
challenges this year,” 
Troy Christian coach 
Steve Nolan said. “The 
good thing is, we’ve got a 
lot of guys back from last 
season — pretty much all 
of our skill guys are back 
on offense. We have the 
potential to be a better 
team than we were last 
season, which is a good 
thing, because with our 
schedule — and knowing 
we aren’t going to be able 
to sneak up on anybody 
this year — we are going 
to have to be better if we 
want to accomplish the 
same types of things we 
did last season.”

The Eagles were 
unquestionably the feel-
good story of the year last 
season. Just two years 
after shutting down the 
entire football program 
due to lack of participa-
tion, Troy Christian — in 
its second year under 
Nolan, who had spent 
the previous 28 years 
caching at Troy — went 
7-3 and qualified for 
the playoffs for just the 
third time in school his-
tory and the first time 
in a decade. The Eagles 
then proceeded to win 
their first playoff game, 
becoming only the sec-
ond team in school his-
tory to do so.

While Troy Christian 
may have caught some 
teams off guard last sea-
son, Nolan knows with 
much of his team return-
ing fresh off a trip to the 
playoffs, that won’t hap-
pen again this year. Also, 
Eagles face a tougher 
road to the playoffs in the 
regular season, as they 
will square off against 
six Cross County Confer-
ence schools, including 
Covington, Miami East 
and Tri-County North — 
all three of whom were 
playoff participants a year 
ago.

Throw in the fact Troy 
Christian will field less 
than 30 players on its 
roster — Nolan said he 
expects to see teams with 
50-60 players on their 
sideline this season — 
and things will definitely 
be more challenging for 
the Eagles this season.

“Depth continues to be 
a problem for us,” Nolan 
said. “We feel pretty 
good about our starters, 
but after that is when 
you start to worry when 
you’ve only got 20-some 
players on your roster. 
You worry about kids 
wearing down when you 
play teams like Covington 
and Miami East and Tri-
County North — teams 
you know are going to 
come right at you with 
their monsters up front.”

Even with all of those 
obstacles, however, Nolan 

likes his team’s chances to 
compete this season.

Offensively, the Eagles 
have the potential to be 
explosive — and it all 
starts with senior running 
back Luke Dillahunt, the 
shifty All-Ohio performer 
who rushed for 2,501 
yards on 237 carries last 
year — more than 10 
yards per carry — scored 
29 rushing touchdowns, 
two touchdowns on kick-
off returns and one TD 
on a fumble return while 
playing defense.

“He’s bigger and stron-
ger than he was last 
year and he hasn’t lost 
any of his speed or his 
elusiveness,” Nolan said. 
“He’s got great vision. 
He breaks tackles. He’s a 
complete running back. 
He can pretty much do it 
all — plus he’s also got to 
play defense for us.”

As impressive as Dil-
lahunt is, however, what 
really excites Nolan about 
his team’s potential on 
offense this year is the 
fact the Eagles won’t have 
to rely solely on him this 
season — there are plenty 
of other options to help 
carry the load.

Back at quarterback is 
junior Hayden Hartman, 
who saw most of the 
snaps during Troy Chris-
tian’s stretch run last 
year. Senior Levi Sims 
also could see time under 

center this season.
“We’ve got two good 

ones,” Nolan said. 
“Hayden really looks the 
part of a quarterback this 
season. He’s put on about 
15 or 20 pounds of mus-
cle. He’s a solid kid.”

Joining Dillahunt in 
the backfield will be Sims 
when he’s not playing 
quarterback and JC Cal-
vert.

“All three of those 
backs have different 
running styles and are 
capable of doing differ-
ent things for us,” Nolan 
said. “They all have their 
strengths.”

Speedy Chase Hayden 
— an All-Ohio performer 
a year ago — lead the 
receivers. Jacob Brown 
and Peyton Spurlock also 
will see time at receiver. 
Jordan Strine will play 
tight end, while Nate 
Doman will play H-back.

“We’ve got playmakers 
everywhere,” Nolan said. 
“Dillahunt is still going to 
get his carries, obviously, 
but teams won’t be able 
to focus on him. We’ve 
got all kinds of speed on 
offense.”

That fact the Eagles 
also return the bulk of 
their offensive line from 
last season also will help 
ensure the offense contin-
ues to run smoothly this 
season.

At the tackles will be 

David Blake and Matt 
Boone. Seth Douglas 
and Caleb Salazar will 
man the guard positions, 
while Peyton Forrer will 
play center. Tyler Lamb 
is capable of filling in 
at any of the positions 
along the offensive line.

“A lot of those guys 
we had playing offensive 
line last season were 
babies,” Nolan said. 
“You have to remember 

how young we were. 
They are all a year older 
now, have had a another 
year in the weightroom 
and another year to learn 
our system. We have the 
potential to have a better 
offensive line this year 
than we did last year.”

Troy Christian’s 
defense will feature nearly 
all of the same names 
on defense. With limited 
numbers, most of Troy 
Christian’s starters will 
be going both ways this 
season.

Brown and Douglas will 
man the defensive tackle 
spots. Sims and Doman 
will play at the defen-
sive end spots. Loudin 
Saulbeamer, Calvert and 
Salazar all will play line-
backer. Brown and Spur-
lock will play the corners, 
Hayden will play strong 
safety and Dillahunt will 
play free safety. Hartman 
also will fill in at defen-
sive back.

“Those are the types 
of challenges we face,” 
Nolan said. “Almost all of 
our kids are going to have 
to go both ways. That’s 
just the way it is. We are 
definitely going to have 
to be ready for some new 
challenges this season.

Contact David Fong at dfong@
civitasmedia.com; follow him on 
Twitter @thefong

Lee Woolery | Speedshot Photo
All-Ohio performer Chase Hayden returns at receiver and defensive 
back for the Eagles this season.

Anthony Weber | Troy Daily News
Record-setting Troy Christian running back Luke Dillahunt is back 
for his senior season.

Anthony Weber | Troy Daily News
Two-way lineback Seth Douglas (75) should be a force on both 
sides of the ball for the Eagles this year.

Anthony Weber | Troy Daily News
Hayden Hartman returns at quarterback with a year of experience 
under his belt.

Anthony Weber | Troy Daily News
Troy Christians Jacob Calvert (21) returns at defensive back for 
the Eagles.

“The Eagles were 
unquestionably the 

feel-good story of the 
year last season. “

Lee Woolery | Speedshot Photo
Troy Christian football coach Steve Nolan (right) talks with Levi Sims during a game last season.
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Indians have 
good group back 
from 5-5 team

Piqua football looks to ‘finish’

By Rob Kiser
rkiser@civitasmedia.com

It wouldn’t have taken 
much for the Piqua football 
team’ s 5-5 record last season 
to have been much better.

There were several games 
that could have been won 
in the fourth quarter and a 
game where Piqua was in a 
four-touchdown hole at half-
time, with all four TDs being 
scored on special teams and 
turnovers.

“We focused on two things 
a lot in the off-season,” Piqua 
football coach Bill Nees said. 
“We have really worked on 
team chemistry, which has 
been really good. And we 
just have to find a way to fin-
ish those games. It is very 
unusual for us to have a two 
touchdown lead in the fourth 
quarter and lose.”

An offense that averaged 
almost 30 points a game 
returns a lot of key players.

Back at quarterback is 
5-foot-10 inch, 176-pound 
senior Rupert Delacruz.

Last season, Delacruz com-
pleted 92 of 160 passes for 
1,212 yards, with 12 TDs and 
six interceptions, a 138.4 QB 
rating.

Delacruz also rushed for 
226 yards on 93 carries last 
year.

“I have been really 
impressed with Rupert’s 
(Delacruz) consistency,” 
Nees said. “He has been 
much more consistent. He 
can make plays outside of the 
pocket, but he also needs to 
be patient and give plays a 
chance to develop.”

While the Indians must 
replace Trent Yeomans, 
who rushed for more than 
3,000 yards over the last two 
seasons, they have a strong 
group to do that.

Senior Elijah Hudson ( 6-1, 
186) rushed for 80 yards on 
22 carries last year, while 
juniors Darien Tipps-Clemons 
(6-1, 213) and Allen Schrubb 
(6-0, 223) both saw action 
last year as well.

Clemons brings the most 
experience, with 703 yards 
and 10 touchdowns on 99 car-
ries a year ago, while Schrubb 
rushed for 74 yards on 11 
carries.

“We are pretty stacked in 
the backfield,” Nees said. 
“Two of them (Darien Tipps-
Clemons and Elijah Hudson) 
are in on some of the defen-
sive packages, so there are 
going to be plenty of opportu-
nities for all three. There are 
packages with one, two or all 
three.”

While the Indians need to 
replace the school’s all-time 
reception yards leader in Tate 
Honeycutt in the slot, there is 
plenty of depth at the receiver 
and tight end positions as 
well.

At receiver will be a pair of 
bookend receivers in seniors 
Noah Lyman (6-4, 188) and 
Colton Bachman (6-5, 209).

Bachman caught 23 passes 
for 320 yards and two touch-
downs last year, while Lyman 
had 17 receptions for 223 
yards.

“They give us two experi-
enced receivers who are both 
6-4 or taller,” Nees said.

Stepping into the slot will 
be two seniors who also start 
in the defensive secondary 
and a sophomore

Seniors Andrew Lee (6-0, 
179) and Alex Nees (5-10, 
176) will play on offense for 
the first time, while sopho-
more Hayden Schrubb (6-0, 
162) will also see action 
there.

The Indians are also set at 
tight end, with the return of 
junior Nathan Monnin (6-5, 
249), to go 
along with 
senior Brady 
Hill (6-2, 200).

Monnin 
caught nine 
passes for 150 
yards and two 
touchdowns 
last year.

“We have 
two seniors 
in Andrew 
Lee and Alex 
Nees who are 
going to be in 
the slot and 
we have two 
real good tight 
ends,” Nees 
said.

The line 
appears strong 
as well.

At the tack-
les will be 
seniors Noah 
Magill (6-1, 
267) and Cam-
eron Hill (6-5, 
233).

The guards 
will be junior 
Anthony Grunkemeyer (6-1, 
257) and sophomore Ben 
Bynum (5-11, 228).

The center will be Kyle 
Jones (5-11, 230).

“I think this will be one 
of the most formidable and 
physical offensive lines we 
have had in some time,” Nees 
said. “Seniors Noah Magill 
and Cam Hill will anchor it at 
the tackle positions.”

Nees like what he sees on 
defense as well.

The defensive line will 
include Monnin and senior 
Nash Black (6-4, 218) at 
defensive end and junior Tris-
ten Cox (6-4, 333) and sopho-
more Derek Hite (6-2, 248) at 
defensive tackle.

Adding to that group is 
senior defensive end Jack 
Schmiesing (6-2, 197) who is 
expected back from an injury 
near mid-season. Schmiesing 
34 tackles and 3.5 sacks last 
year.

Cox had 16 tackles and a 
sack last year, while Monnin 
had 12 tackles.

At linebacker, All-GWOC 
North senior Jarrett Toppes 
(6-1, 211) returns at one 
inside linebacker, while Hud-
son and Tipps-Clemons both 
saw action at outside line-
backer a year ago.

Toopes was second on the 
team with 51 tackles last year, 
to go with two forced fumbles 
and one fumble recovery. 

Tipps-Clemons added 15 
tackles.

Joining them will be junior 
Ty Carnes (6-2, 216) on the 
inside an sophomore Ben 
Schmiesing (6-0, 199) on the 
outside.

“We need to stay after the 
quarterbacks,” Nees said. “We 
have a good group with a lot 
of depth and we expect to get 
Jack (Schmiesing) back about 
the time GWOC North play is 
starting.”

The Indians have a talented 
secondary led by Nees and 
Lee at cornerback.

Nees is a two-time All-
GWOC North honoree, who 
was third on the team with 48 
tackles last year.

Lee had 38 tackles, forced 
a fumble and 
led the team 
with two 
interceptions.

At the 
safety spots 
will be juniors 
Dylan Cole 
(5-11, 190) 
and Hunter 
Hawk (5-9, 
165).

Cole had 43 
tackles and 
one intercep-
tion last year.

“We have a 
lot of experi-
ence back 
there with 
Alex Nees 
and Andrew 
Lee,” Nees 
said. “Dylan 
(Cole) saw 
some action 
last year and 
Hunter Hawk 
is back after 
missing last 
season with 
an injury.”

Lyman 
will handle the place-kicking 
duties, while Tipps-Clemons 
will be the punter.

“Both those guys are real 
solid,” Nees said. “And we 
have a strong group of five 
guys that will handle the 
return duties.”

There is nothing easy about 
the early schedule in Piqua’s 
first year in Division III — 
which includes Toledo St. 
John’s, Urbana, Lima Senior, 
Fairborn and Northmont.

“St. John’s freshman class 
coming in won the league 
last year,” Nees said. “Urbana 
and Lima Senior have been 
playoff teams, Northmont is 
always tough and from what 
we have heard, this is one 
of Fairborn’s bigger teams. 
Those first five weeks are 
going to be tough.”

It won’t be any easier once 
GWOC North play begins.

“There are a lot of talented 
teams,” Nees said.

The key for success is 
simple.

“You can see that the guys 
are faster and stronger,” Nees 
said. “Now, it is just a matter 
of doing it from the neck up. 
I think this is a more mature 
group.”

Which will lead to the 
improvement the Indians are 
looking for.

Rob Kiser can be reached at (937) 451-
3334.

Mike Ullery | Daily Call
Piqua football coach Bill Nees hopes to have a lot to smile about this season.

Mike Ullery | Daily Call
Darien Tipps-Clemons looks to have a big year running the ball.

Mike Ullery | Daily Call
Jarrett Toopes is back at linebacker for the Indians.

“An 
offense 

that 
averaged 

almost 
30 points 

a game 
returns a 
lot of key 
players.”

the offensive backfield this 
year.

“We don’t have that great 
depth at running back,” Burg-
bacher said. “But we do feel 
good about the guys we have 
back there and some of the 
weapons we have at the other 
skill positions.”

Juniors Will Brumfield 
and and Hayden Jackson 
will see plenty of time in the 
slot positions — a hybrid 
receiver/running back role in 
Burgbacher’s offense — with 
junior Zion Taylor and senior 
Austin Jacobs also seeing 
time there. Leading the 
way at wide receiver for the 
Trojans will be sophomore 
Zach Boyer and senior Luke 

Robinson. Seniors Joe Dip-
pold and Bailey Williams and 
juniors Jacob Anderson and 
Hayata Nagato also could see 
time out wide.

Burgbacher feels good 
about his starting offensive 
line — but worries about 
depth. Leading the way will 
be a trio of seniors in tack-
les Jared Bair (6-foot-3, 227 
pounds) and Chris Linville 
(6-0, 261) and center Dallas 
Shamblin (5-9, 225), all three 
of whom started last sea-
son. Bair, a two-year starter 
at guard, will move out to 
tackle. Junior Travis Hall 
(6-3, 267) has one guard spot 
locked down, while the other 
remains a battle between 
senior Porter Davis (6-3, 
278), sophomore Drew Smith 
(6-1, 231) and senior Travis 
Keechle (6-2, 266).

All three of Troy’s primary 
back-ups along the offensive 
line are sophomores who 
have yet to see a snap of var-
sity action: Kameron Block 
(5-10, 262), Rase Darrow 
(5-9, 207) and Logan Hub-
bard (6-1, 260).

“Obviously our depth isn’t 
where we want it to be,” 
Burgbacher said. “Plus, we 
are going to need a lot of 
those guys on the offensive 
line to play defense, as well. 
Obviously we are going to 
have to be smart about how 
we do things. We are going 
to have to make sure we rest 
those guys when we can 
without getting a drop off in 
performance.”

Contact David Fong at dfong@
civitasmedia.com; follow him on Twitter 
@thefong

Anthony Weber | Troy Daily News
Expect junior Will Brumfield (right) — who played primarily at linebacker last season 
— to see more time on offense this year.

Offense
From page 4
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RELAX, we’ll take it from here!
40783276

troy
Date H/A Opponent Time
8/27 A Chaminade Julienne 7 p.m.
9/4 H Northwest Cincinnati 7 p.m.
9/11 A Miamisburg 7 p.m.
9/18 A Wayne 7 p.m.
9/25 H Xenia 7 p.m.
10/2 H Greenville 7 p.m.
10/9 A Trotwood 7 p.m.
10/16 A Sidney 7 p.m.
10/23 H Butler 7 p.m.
10/30 H Piqua 7 p.m.

tippecanoe
Date H/A Opponent Time
8/28 H Graham 7:30 p.m.
9/4 H Greenville 7:30 p.m.
9/11 A Milton-Union 7 p.m.
9/18 H Ben Logan 7:30 p.m.
9/25 A Indian Lake 7:30 p.m.
10/2 H Springfield Shawnee 7:30 p.m.
10/9 A Bellefontaine 7:30 p.m.
10/16 H Stebbins 7:30 p.m.
10/23 A Tecumseh 7:30 p.m.
10/30 A Kenton Ridge 7:30 p.m.

Milton-Union
Date H/A Opponent Time
8/28 A Miami East 7:30 p.m.
9/4 A Oakwood 7 p.m.
9/11 H Tippecanoe 7 p.m.
9/18 H Northridge 7 p.m.
9/25 H Preble Shawnee 7 p.m.
10/2 A Madison 7 p.m.
10/9 H Brookville 7 p.m.
10/16 H Carlisle 7 p.m.
10/23 A Dixie 7 p.m.
10/30 A Waynesville 7 p.m.

MiaMi east
Date H/A Opponent Time
8/28 H Milton-Union 7:30 p.m.
9/4 A National Trail 7:30 p.m.
9/11 H Ansonia 7:30 p.m.
9/18 A Arcanum 7:30 p.m.
9/25 H Mississinawa Valley 7:30 p.m.
10/2 A Bethel 7:30 p.m.
10/9 H Covington 7:30 p.m.
10/16 A Tri-County North 7:30 p.m.
10/23 A Troy Christian 7:30 p.m.
10/30 H Twin Valley South 7:30 p.m.

Bethel
Date H/A Opponent Time
8/28 A Northridge 7 p.m.
9/4 A Mississinawa Valley 7:30 p.m.
9/11 A Dayton Christian 7:30 p.m.
9/18 H Covington 7:30 p.m.
9/25 A Tri-County North 7:30 p.m.
10/2 H Miami East 7:30 p.m.
10/9 A Twin Valley South 7:30 p.m.
10/16 H National Trail 7:30 p.m.
10/23 A Ansonia 7:30 p.m.
10/30 H Arcanum 7:30 p.m.

covington
Date H/A Opponent Time
8/28 A St. Henry 7:30 p.m.
9/4 A Arcanum 7:30 p.m.
9/11 H Covington 7:30 p.m.
9/18 A Bethel 7:30 p.m.
9/25 H Troy Christian 7:30 p.m.
10/2 H Tri-County North 7:30 p.m.
10/9 A Miami East 7:30 p.m.
10/16 H Twin Valley South 7:30 p.m.
10/23 A National Trail 7:30 p.m.
10/30 H Ansonia 7:30 p.m.

troy christian
Date H/A Opponent Time
8/28 H Perry 7:30 p.m.
9/4 A Waynesfield-Goshen 7 p.m.
9/11 H Northridge 7:30 p.m.
9/18 A Cincinnati Christian 7 p.m.
9/25 A Covington 7:30 p.m.
10/2 H Ansonia 7:30 p.m.
10/9 A Tri-County North 7:30 p.m.
10/16 H Arcanum 7:30 p.m.
10/23 H Miami East 7:30 p.m.
10/30 A Mississinawa Valley 7:30 p.m.

piqua
Date H/A Opponent Time
8/28 A St. John’s 7 p.m.
9/4 H Urbana 7 p.m.
9/11 H Lima Senior 7 p.m.
9/18 A Northmont 7 p.m.
9/25 H Fairborn 7 p.m.
10/2 H Butler 7 p.m.
10/9 A Greenville 7 p.m.
10/16 A Trotwood 7 p.m.
10/23 H Sidney 7 p.m.
10/30 A Troy 7 p.m.

lehMan
Date H/A Opponent Time
8/28 A Fort Recovery 7:30 p.m.
9/4 H Minster 7 p.m.
9/12 H Graham 7 p.m.
9/18 A Upper Scioto Valley 7 p.m.
9/25 A Perry 7 p.m.
10/2 A Riverside 7 p.m.
10/9 H Hardin Northern 7 p.m.
10/16 A Fort Loramie 7 p.m.
10/23 H Ridgemont 7 p.m.
10/30 H Waynesfield-Goshen 7 p.m.

BradFord
Date H/A Opponent Time
8/28 A New Bremen 7:30 p.m.
9/5 A Elgin (Marion) 7 p.m.
9/11 A Catholic Central 7 p.m.
9/18 H Cincinnati Hillcrest Academy 7 p.m.
9/26 H Northridge 7:30 p.m.
10/2 H Dohn Community 7:30 p.m.
10/9 H Jefferson 7:30 p.m.
10/16 A Manchester 7:30 p.m.
10/24 A Fairview 7 p.m.
10/31 H Danville 4 p.m.

2015 SCHEDULESRoaders back on ‘Friday Nights’

Bradford excited 
about return to 
varsity football
By Rob Kiser
rkiser@civitasmedia.com

BRADFORD — The 
poster on the wall in 
Bradford football coach 
Nathan Hyatt’s office 
says it all.

“We’re Back on Friday 
Nights”

The Railroaders are 
returning to a varsity 
schedule this season — 
and the only people more 
excited about that than 
Hyatt himself are the 
players.

“A lot of high school 
football players take 
that (playing on Friday 
nights) for granted,” 
Hyatt said. “I think it 
humbled them (to play 
a JV schedule on Satur-
days last year). I think 
the kids are excited and 
really hungry.”

And the first-year 
coach couldn’t be more 
excited about it.

“Last year, we had 17 
kids in the program in 
grades 7-12,” he said. 
“This year, we have 47 
and it is still growing. 
We just added a couple 
high school players last 
week. I am so proud of 
those 17 kids. They had 
to deal with a lot last 
year. They were put in 
a bad situation, and it 
wasn’t their fault.”

Hyatt said last season 
was beneficial for those 
players.

“I don’t care what 
level it is at,” he said. 
“Anytime you are playing 
football, you are going to 
get better.”

And the cupboard is 
not bare for Hyatt, who 
feels the strength of his 
team will be on the line 
of scrimmage.

The core of that offen-
sive line will be seniors 
Drew Patty, Bailey Pow-
ell, Brandon Mitchell and 
T.J. Jones.

“They are big and they 
are physical,” Hyatt said. 
“They are going to form 
what we feel is going to 
be a very good offensive 

line.”
The skill positions 

define what Hyatt is 
looking for from his play-
ers.

Senior Tyler Gunter 
was a quarterback last 
year, while sophomore 
Andy Branson preferred 
to be a receiver. But both 
were willing to flip posi-
tions for the betterment 
of the team.

“Tyler (Gunter) came 
to me and said even 
though he is a quarter-
back, Andy (Branson) 
is going to be a really 
good quarterback and it 
would best for the team 
if he moved to receiver,” 
Hyatt said. “On the 
flip side of that, Andy 
(Branson) wanted to be 
a receiver and came to 
me and said he was will-
ing to play quarterback 
because he thought he 
could be a pretty quar-
terback. When you have 
players like that willing 
to sacrifice for the team, 
that really says some-
thing.”

Walker Branson is 
another player that will 
see time at receiver, 
while Mason Justice, 
Bryson Canan, Hunter 
Penkal and Jarred Crist 
should all see time at 
halfback, with Darrien 
Booker and Austin 
Bubeck seeing time at 
fullback.

“We have a number of 
guys back there that can 
do the things we need to 
do,” Hyatt said. “I have 
always tried to have a 
balanced offense. When 
we do run the ball, we 
are going to be big and 
physical.”

The Railroaders will 
play a base 4-3 defense.

Along with Patty, Pow-
ell, Mitchell and Jones, 
Hyatt expects Dylan 
Reck, Josh Phillips and 
Wade Gerlach to see time 
on the defensive line.

At middle linebacker 
will be Booker.

“He is going to anchor 
our defense,” Hyatt said. 
“I am excited to watch 
him play.”

Justice, Canan and 
Penkal will all see action 
at outside linebacker, 
while the secondary will 
include Crist, Kyle Mills, 

Walker Branson and Zac 
Miller.

“We have some young 
kids in the secondary,” 
Hyatt said. “They are 
aggressive and I am 
very excited to see them 
play.”

Hyatt is a big believer 
in just working to get 
better.

“That is always the 
goal,” he said. “You can’t 
control your opponent. 
All you can do is go out 
and do your best. The 
goal is to get better 
every game. Is that going 
to happen every single 
game? Of course not, but 
that should always be the 
goal.”

Bradford will play a 
non-conference sched-
ule the next two years, 
before re-joining the 
CCC in 2017.

This year’s road games 
include New Bremen, 
Catholic Central, Man-
chester and Sherwood 
Fairview.

“We are going to 
have some long road 
trips,” Hyatt said. “We 
are going to face some 
unique challenges, but 
the kids are excited 
about it.”

They also have a 
neutral site game with 
Marion Elgin at Sidney 
Memorial Stadium/30&0 
Field.

“They have a beautiful 
stadium with turf,” Hyatt 
said. “That is going to 
be a great experience 
for the kids and makes it 
less of a drive for Marion 
Elgin.”

The home games 
include Cincinnati Hill-
crest Academy, Johnston 
Northridge, Cincin-
nati Dohn Community, 
Dayton Jefferson and 
Danville.

“One of the things we 
talk about all the time is 
growing the program,” 
Hyatt said. “We didn’t 
think we were going to 
have a fifth and sixth 
grade program, but we 
had 17 kids sign up. We 
are definitely headed in 
the right direction.”

And back on “Friday 
nights.”

Rob Kiser can be reached at (937) 
451-3334.

Civitas File Photo
Bryson Canan will be back in the Bradford backfield this fall.

Civitas File Photo
Jared Crist returns for the Bradford football team.

Anthony Weber | Troy Daily News
Troy’s Michael Murray (51) and Tristan Meek (31) both return this season.

Zion Taylor will serve as one of the 
back-ups, while sophomore Zach Boyer 
— who started at corner last season as a 
freshman — will back up as well. Burg-
bacher hopes to let Boyer focus more on 
offense this season as the team’s primary 
receiver.

Senior Austin Jacobs will start at free 
safety, with junior Jacob Anderson back-
ing him up. Senior Frankie Quintero will 
start at strong safety, while Elijah Pear-

son — likely Troy’s featured running back 
on offense — will serve as his back up.

“We are going to need the guys in our 
defensive backfield to really step up,” 
Burgbacher said. “We are going to try to 
keep from having our skill guys play both 
ways.”

On special teams, starting quarterback 
Hayden Kotwica will all of the punting , 
while Kotwica and Anderson will share 
kicking duties. Pearson, Hayden Jack-
son, Quintero and Williams will handle 
returns for the Trojans.

Contact David Fong at dfong@civitasmedia.com; follow 
him on Twitter @thefong

Depth
From page 4

Good Luck area teams!


