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By Jennifer Harrison
Special to OVP

If there ever was a 
story suitable for Novem-
ber, it would have to be 
this one. 

It is about a man that 
I had never met, but was 
the brother of my grand-
father, and married the 
sister of my grandmoth-
er. I had heard about 
him all of my life, but 
really formed no opinion 
of him, because he died 
years before I was born. 
However I needed no 
opinion, because the 
information about him 
was all in black and 
white and available for 
my research and I was so 
captivated by his story 
that I couldn’t put it 
down. 

It really began for 
me this past Memo-
rial Day, when I visited 
Beech Grove Cemetery 
in Pomeroy, Ohio and 
noticed how dark and 
dirty the gravestones of 
my great grandparents 
and their son Ted had 
become. A faded Ameri-
can Flag was also broken 

off and mashed into the 
dirt. After discussion 
with my mother, we 
loaded our bleach mix-
ture into the pickup and 
headed to the cemetery. 
It took us around 2-3 
hours to clean the stones, 
but the difference was 
absolutely remarkable. 
The stones were bright 
white by the time we 
finished. We also placed 
a new American flag in 
the stand. That is when I 
began to think about my 
great uncle and wonder 
what his story really was. 
When I continued asking 
questions, my mother 
handed me a box. It was 
October 20. Inside were 

newspapers, aged by 
90 years, original foot-
ball plays drawn out on 
notebook paper, several 
pictures, personal letters 
from World War II, a 
Western Union telegram, 
a first-hand eyewitness 
account of amazing brav-
ery, and a Purple Heart.

Born February 5, 1913 
in Sugar Grove, Ohio, 
Theodore “Ted” Richard 
Scott was the son of Earl 
and Minnie Engle Scott. 
He, along with his two 
brothers, John (my grand-
father) and George, were 
adorable little fellas and 
according to sources, the 
apple of their momma’s 
eye. They began school 
in Hocking County, but 
soon migrated to Meigs 
County.

Ted excelled in football 
beginning his freshman 
year as a Purple Panther 
at Pomeroy High School, 
when he made the varsity 
team and was named as 
second team All-SEOAL 
Tackle because of his 
“deadly tackling.” The 
coaches felt he was too 
valuable to be kept off 
the second team. He also 
switched from center 
and tackle to tackle and 
guard. By the time Ted 
was a senior, and named 
team captain, the Novem-
ber, 1931 edition of the 
Hocking County Newspa-
per stated that “Pomeroy 
Team is one of the best in 
School League.” It was no 
wonder with teammates 
that included Frederick 
Crow, “Tip” Dye, Bruno 
Pierotti, Albert Franz, 
Otho Tracy, James Fon-
tana, Robert McKay, and 
Bruno Casci. The Colum-
bus Dispatch even wrote 
about the “Thrill-Spiced 
Football Menu Dished up 
for Thanksgiving when 
Pomeroy and Middleport 
Game Holds Stage Center 
Along Ohio River.” The 
local paper headlined him 
as “Captain Ted Scott and 
his pack of Panthers from 
Pomeroy High School 
stand ready to swoop 
down on the Middle-
port arena Thursday 
afternoon, where they 
will look over the field 
and whet their claws in 
readiness for the annual 
Thanksgiving football 
tussle with the Middle-

port High School Yellow 
Jackets.” 

It was estimated that 
around 2,000 fans would 
be attending the Nov. 26, 
1931 game, the teams 
were evenly matched, 
and scheduled kickoff 
was 2 p.m. to “Battle for 
Supremacy on Middleport 
High School Field.” This 
would be the final game 
for five of the Pomeroy 
players including “Cap-
tain Scott.” Teammate 
Fred Crow wrote years 
later that “Minnie and 
Earl Scott (Ted’s parents) 
would attend all the foot-
ball games fully equipped 
with cowbells to lead 
the PHS delegation in 
cheers” and I’m sure this 
was no exception. Folks, 
Thanksgiving Dinner 
took a backseat to this 
game. The headlines the 
following day stated “The 
Panthers-Jackets Fight 
to 0-0 Tie.” This was 
the first time since the 
beginning of this match 
up in 1925, that the Yel-
low Jackets did not beat 
Pomeroy. The newspaper 
also stated “Great Con-
test Is Waged Between 
Bitter Rivals Before 
Record Breaking Crowd 
of Approximately 3,000 
Wild Eyed Football Fans.”

The following spring of 
1932 Ted Scott graduated 
from Pomeroy, eventually 
fell in love, and in 1936 
married my great aunt, 
Bertha Baily. They set up 
housekeeping in Stewart, 
Ohio, in Athens County. 
He was employed by the 
Ohio Fuel Gas Company. 

One October Day

Life was good.
During this time, in a 

country far away, Adolph 
Hitler came into power, 
causing much unrest. 
Around 1939, Poland 
was invaded by Hitler 
and France and Britain 
declared war on Germany 
thus marking the begin-
ning of World War II. On 
Dec. 7, 1941, Japanese 
aircraft attacked the 
major U.S. naval base at 
Pearl Harbor in Hawaii, 
taking Americans com-
pletely by surprise. At 
that point the United 
States entered the war.

In 1943, Ted Scott 
was drafted and joined 
the Army Air Corps on 
June 10. He received 
mechanic’s training at 
Kessler Field, Mississippi, 
and aerial gunnery train-
ing at Laredo, Texas and 
Pueblo, Colorado. His 
wife, Bertha, would travel 
by train to frequently visit 
him.

In 1944, at 31 years of 
age, Scott was promoted 
to the rank of sergeant, 
while stationed in Italy, 
with a 15th AAF Libera-
tor Squadron, serving as 
an aerial engineer gunner. 
The Squadron had been 
bombing vital German-
held industrial targets 
in Europe. On Friday, 
Oct. 20, 1944, the 758th 
Squadron took off on a 
bombardment mission 
against enemy installa-
tions in Germany from 
their base in Italy, with 
one bomber of 10 men 
not returning.

Eyewitnesses stated 

that they were in a heavy 
bombardment mission 
over Munich, Germany, 
experiencing some very 
accurate flak on the way 
to the target as well as 
on the return trip. Scott’s 
plane was flying in Num-
ber 7 position of “A” 
Flight. Upon return to the 
Adriatic Sea, the forma-
tion broke up, as his pilot 
decided that the trip was 
too long with insufficient 
fuel. However, at that 
point, the Germans “let 
go with everything they 
had” and the plane was 
riddled from nose to tail. 
The engines were hit, the 
bomber started to dive, 
spinning for 20,000 feet, 
eventually hitting the 
water at a terrific speed, 
breaking it in two by the 
tail turret.

It was about noon on 
the 20th.

Sgt. Paul Estep along 
with Second Lt. Art Fier-
man, Sgt. Harold Lauck, 
Sgt. Richard Oldenburg, 
Sgt. Harvey (Slick) 
Sorensen, and Sgt. Ted 
Scott jumped into the 
water and swam from the 
sinking plane. They soon 
found the nose wheel 
still afloat, having been 
broken completely off by 
the impact and they held 
to it. All of the men with 
exception of Estep were 
injured.

By 6 p.m., the waist 
gunner, in intense pain 
from a possible broken 
hip, slipped beneath the 
water, and drowned. 

Courtesy photos
Picture of the squadron sent home by Ted Scott, taken on August 14, 1944 of the “best crew in the 
air force.”

Ted Scott in his football uniform.

Sgt. Ted Scott
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Around 8 p.m., the navi-
gator, slid off the wheel 
and into the bitter cold 
water. At midnight, with 
a crescent moon in the 
sky, the ball and nose 
turret gunners began to 
lose consciousness due 
to head injuries, and both 
fell off the wheel into 
the sea. Estep and Scott 
were the last two hanging 
on. There was no sign of 
help, and the shore was 
8-10 miles away. Scott 
began to mumble and 
lost consciousness and 
slipped below the water, 
with Estep hanging on. 
Estep estimated they 
went below the surface 
by 20 feet, and in order 
to survive, he had to let 
go of his last comrade 
and swim to the surface 
of the water. He had 
now been in the water 
16 hours, and knew so 
because his watch contin-
ued to function.

Estep was eventually 
found 24 hours later by a 
rescue plane looking for 
a fighter pilot in the area, 
whose plane had also 
gone down. They were 
in enemy waters. Estep 
was then returned to his 
home field in Italy — one 
remaining man out of 
ten that took off to bomb 
Germany that October 
morning.

On Nov. 5, 1944, a 
Western Union Telegram 
sent to Scott’s wife Ber-
tha stated “The Secretary 
of War desires me to 
express his deepest regret 
that your husband Ser-
geant Theodore R. Scott 
was killed in action on 
twenty October in North 
African area. Letter fol-
lows J.A. Ulio, The Adju-
tant General.”

In the letter, to Bertha, 
that followed from Major 
General N.F. Twining, 
US Command, it stated 
that “Theodore was killed 
while returning from a 
combat mission on Oct. 
20, 1944. Due to dam-
age received from enemy 
anti-aircraft fire over 
Venice, Italy, your hus-
band’s plane was forced 

down in the Adriatic Sea. 
When the craft hit the 
water it broke in half, 
the nose sinking imme-
diately. Although Air Sea 
Rescue arrived on the 
scene shortly thereafter, 
no trace of your husband 
was found. Theodore’s 
personal belongings have 
been sent to the Effects 
Quartermaster in Kansas 
City, Missouri, who will 
forward them to you. As 
the nose gunner of his 
aircraft, your husband 
proved that he was well 
qualified. His courage, 
ability, and forthrightness 
have served as a constant 
source of inspiration to 
all his fellow airmen. In 
the name of the comrades 
who continue the fight 
he so nobly advanced, I 
extend sincere sympathy.”

In a note to Bertha, 
the lone survivor of the 
crash, Sgt. Paul Estep, 
personally recalled “Ted, 
Slick, Oldenburg, Fier-
man, Lauck and I got out 
of the plane before it sank 
beneath the water. All 
that was left afloat was 
a nose wheel, which we 
all held on to. The water 
was ice cold. Oldenburg 
was the first to go, Lauck 
and Slick followed. We 
all tried our best to help 
them but after so long a 
time, we had to let them 
go or drown ourselves. 
Fierman went about elev-
en o’clock at night. Ted 
and I stayed on until just 
before daylight. I kept 
telling Ted if we could 
just hold on until daylight 
maybe someone would 
pick us up, but about 4:30 
a.m. Ted couldn’t hold on 
any longer. I tried with 
all my strength to keep 
him up but all at once he 
sank and took me with 
him, then I knew he was 
drowning, so I got free 
of his grip and swam for 
the top. Upon reaching 
the top all I saw was the 
wheel. Of course it was 
dusky and I didn’t see 
anything of Ted after-
wards. Ted had a slight 
cut above his right eye 
but nothing serious. If 
someone would have 
picked us up, everyone 
would have made it. 
Believe me, I did every-
thing possible. I’m sorry. 

I sure miss them every 
day and night, seem so all 
alone. Our crew always 
got along so well. Ted and 
I were closer than any of 
the rest – I guess because 
we were both married 
and liked a drink once in 
a while. He was a won-
derful buddy – I’ll never 
forget him. I wish there 
was something I could 
do, but there isn’t.”

On Dec. 26, 1944, at 
the request of the Presi-
dent of the United States, 
Sgt. Theodore R. Scott 
was awarded the Purple 
Heart posthumously. 
Although no human 
remains were ever found, 
a memorial in remem-
brance of Theodore R. 
Scott was placed at Beech 
Grove Cemetery in Pome-
roy, Ohio.

In 1957, during salvage 
operations conducted on 
a sunken U.S. B-24 Lib-
erator Bomber at Chiog-
gia, Italy near Venice, in 
the Adriatic Sea, human 
remains were located and 
recovered. Along with 
the remains, which were 
removed from the main 
portion of the fuselage, 
were tags, a gold signet 
ring, four pairs of US 
service shoes, three sets 
of life raft paddles, and 
U.S. Army Air Corps 
equipment. After careful 
laboratory analysis, and 
due to location of recov-
ery, and personal effects 
found, it was determined 
that these were remains 
of the four servicemen 
that did not exit the plane 
when it crashed into the 
water. The remains of 
Second Lt. Arthur Hart-
man (pilot), Second Lt. 
Don Smithey (co-pilot), 
Second Lt. Don Collins, 
and Sgt. Don Kearney 
were returned to the U.S. 
for internment in the 
Santa Fe National Cem-
etery in March, 1959.

The lone survivor, Sgt. 
Paul (Red) Estep, passed 
away May 29, 2000, at 
the age of 79. He was 
a retired chief master 
sergeant for the U.S. Air 
Force, and a decorated 
veteran of World War 
II, Korea, and Vietnam. 
According to his wife, of 
50 years, he did not talk 
to her about the war.

Addendum:
After word of her hus-

band’s death was received, 
Bertha Scott or “Auntie 
Bertie” as I called her, 
moved back to Meigs 
County for a period of 
time. Eventually she met 
and married another 
gentleman, and returned 
to Stewart, where she 
was the postmistress. In 
the 35 years that I knew 
her, I never once heard 
her speak of Ted, and his 
pictures, news articles, 
letters, and the Purple 
Heart remained with her 
family in Meigs County. 
In 1995, she passed away. 
I cannot imagine being 33 
years old, happily married 
to the former high school 
football captain, when 
he is drafted, stationed 
in a foreign country, 
shot down in his plane, 
drowning in the sea with 
no human remains ever 
recovered. Nothing to 
bury. Nothing returned 
to her but a few personal 
effects. Unimaginable to 
me but always a possibil-
ity. It is the price of war.

November…Thanksgiv-
ing Day rivalry football 
game between Middle-
port and Pomeroy; Veter-
ans Day on November 11, 
and 2020 marks the 75th 
anniversary of the end of 
World War II.

© 2020 Ohio Valley Publishing, all 
rights reserved.

Courtesy photos
Bertha and Ted Scott.

Monument placed in Ted Scott’s memory at Beech Grove Cemetery, Pomeroy, Ohio.
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By Lorna Hart
Special to OVP

Many veterans continue to 
serve their communities after 
their military career has ended, 
and their contributions are 
honored each year by The Ohio 
Veterans Hall of Fame.

Induction ceremonies are 
typically held in November 
each year, but due to COVID-
19, private ceremonies were 
held for each 2020 recipient 
instead of the traditional in per-
son presentations.

A bronze plaque featuring 
the class members’ names is 
permanently installed in the 
Riffe Center for Government 
and the Arts, in Columbus, 
Ohio during an Enshrinement 
Ceremony in May.

According to Chief Commu-
nications Officer for the Hall of 

Fame Jeff Rapp, veterans are 
quite humble when advised of 
their selection.

Rapp said of this year’s hon-
orees, “This class is so attuned 
to the veterans community; 
they have propped up others 
throughout their lives and 
now, when it is time for them 
to be in the spotlight, they 
are uncomfortable with the 
recognition they truly deserve. 
The humility of this group of 
inductees is astounding.”

The Hall of Fame was created 
by former Governor George V. 
Voinovich in 1992. Many Ohio 
veterans were returning home 
due to military downsizing at 
the end of the Cold War, and 
Voinovich was looking for a 
way to honor their continued 
contributions in civilian life.

Former Ohio Bureau of 
Employment Services’ Admin-

istrator James Conrad first 
proposed the idea of a Hall of 
Fame. Representatives from 
the state’s veterans organiza-
tion were brought together, 
and endorsed the creation of 
the HOF “for the purpose of 

increasing awareness of the life-
time contributions of veterans 
after completion of honorable 
military service.”

Up to 20 inductees are 
selected each year by a com-
mittee of representatives from 
Ohio’s veterans organizations. 
Nominations are solicited from 
Ohio citizens, and those chosen 
come from all backgrounds, 
eras, and branches of service.

Criteria for this honor 
includes “those who served 
their country honorably and 
continue to serve their com-
munities, state and nation 
after discharge through volun-
teerism, advocacy, professional 
distinction, public service and 
advocacy.”

To date, the Ohio Veterans 
Hall of Fame has inducted 895 
honorees. Charter members 
were inducted in 1992, and 

included the six Ohio military 
veterans who were elected 
president of the United States: 
William Henry Harrison, 
Ulysses S. Grant, Rutherford 
B. Hayes, James A. Garfield, 
Benjamin Harrison, and Wil-
liam McKinley. Most of Ohio’s 
Medal of Honor recipients 
were also inducted at that time, 
with the exception of a few 
discovered after the first class 
was inducted; and those were 
added to other classes.

A video of the 2020 ceremo-
nies will be available online 
at the Veterans Hall of Fame 
website: www.ohiovet.gov, as 
well as a listing of all honorees 
from 1992 through 2020 and 
instructions for submitting 
nominations.

© 2020 Ohio Valley Publishing, all rights 
reserved. Lorna Hart is a freelance writer 
for The Daily Sentinel.

The Ohio Veterans Hall of Fame was 
created in 1992 to recognize the 
accomplishments of veterans who 
served in the military honorably 
and then continue to serve their 
communities through volunteerism, 
advocacy, professional distinction, 
public service and philanthropy.

The Ohio Veterans Hall of Fame
Courtesy photo

The 2020 Ohio Veterans Hall of Fame inductees
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By Lorna Hart
Special to OVP

LITHOPOLIS, Ohio — In 
a small gathering of family 
and friends, Alan Wallace 
was inducted into the Ohio 
Veterans Hall of Fame. Due 
to COVID-19, the ceremony 
usually held in early Novem-
ber was canceled, and instead 
each recipient was honored 
in individual ceremonies. 
The Oct. 5 event was held in 
Lithopolis, Ohio.

Wallace is originally from 
Middleport, Ohio, and still 
has ties to the Meigs County 
community. His mother Faye 
Wallace has resided in Mid-
dleport since she returned to 
her hometown after serving 
as an executive secretary to a 
general at the Pentagon dur-
ing World War II.

Wallace has also partnered 
with the Meigs County Coun-
cil on Aging, organizing two 
buses in 2009 and 2010 that 
allowed groups to participate 
in Wreaths Across America, 
a movement to cover all vet-
erans’ grave markers with a 
Christmas wreath. “Wreaths” 
mission is to “coordinate 
wreath-laying ceremonies at 
Arlington National Cemetery 
and other veterans cemeter-
ies around the country” in an 
effort to “remember our fallen 
heroes.”

Wallace was guest speaker 
during Racine’s 911 Memorial 
Service and served as Grand 
Marshal in Racine’s Party 
in the Park Parade in 2018. 
During his presentation he 
recounted the events of 9/11 
from his perspective as a fire-
fighter at the Pentagon.

Wallace saw firsthand the 
plane crash into the Pentagon 
on the morning of Sept. 11, 
2001. He had been reassigned 
that morning from his post 
at Arlington Cemetery to the 
Pentagon to fill in for another 
firefighter. He and another 
firefighter were at the helipad 
awaiting the arrival of Presi-
dent George W. Bush at noon. 
He said they were discussing 
the events happening in New 
York, when according to Wal-
lace’s account, he noticed 
movement out of the corner 
of his eye.

In disbelief, both men saw a 
plane flying straight at them 
from the west. He described 
it as “some kind of surreal 
3-D video game.” By the time 
they saw the plane it was 150 
yards away and only a few 
feet off the ground coming 
directly toward them. The 
plane would later be identi-
fied as American Airlines 
flight 77.

Although he sustained 
second degree burns to his 
neck and arms, and a shoul-
der injury, he and the other 
firefighters went into action 
to rescue survivors trapped 
inside the Pentagon. The 
attack happened at 9:37 a.m., 
and Wallace said he did not 
know about the collapse of 
the Twin Towers in New York 
City until around 2:30 a.m. 
the next day.

His fire coat hangs in the 
9/11 Memorial Museum in 
New York City.

In an interview with Wal-
lace about receiving a place 
in the Hall of Fame, he said 
when his friend indicated he 
wanted to recommend him 
for the honor, he told them he 
wasn’t interested.

“Compared to some other 
people, I didn’t feel deserving, 
I didn’t feel eligible to receive 
that kind of award, but my 
friend kept having meetings 
with me to try and persuade 
me to collect my information 
so he could submit the appli-
cation.”

Wallace finally capitulated 
and his friend submitted the 
application. Wallace was one 
of 20 chosen by the Ohio Vet-
erans Hall of Fame committee 
from 135 applications.

Following is the bio from 
Wallace’s Ohio Veterans Hall 
of Fame induction, courtesy 
of the Ohio Department of 
Veterans Affairs:.

Alan first committed himself 
to serving others while in the 
military, during which time 
he cared for sick and wounded 
soldiers as well as civilians 
at the Naval Support Activity 
Hospital, the largest combat 
casualty hospital in the Repub-
lic of South Vietnam. Since 
then, throughout the past 50 
years, he has continued to 
serve. He worked in the oper-
ating room at Grant Medical 
Center in Columbus, Ohio, for 
three years and became a vol-
unteer fireman with the Bloom 
Township Fire Department. He 
joined the Rickenbacker Air 
National Guard Base (ANGB) 
Fire Department, where he 
worked for 12 years. Following 
this assignment, he worked for 
the Fire Department at Fort 
Myer in Virginia. During that 
time, Alan, while preparing 
for the arrival of a military 
helicopter, witnessed the crash 

of American Airlines Flight 
77 into the Pentagon on Sept. 
11, 2001. Despite sustaining 
injuries, he spent more than 

three hours rescuing victims 
from the burning building 
and aiding many harmed by 
the crash. Alan took heroic 

actions that day. He often 
shares his experiences by regu-
larly participating in 9/11 
Memorial services to commem-
orate the day and to ensure 
the American public remains 
aware of the importance of 
defending our freedom and 
liberty. He also continues to 
be an enthusiastic community 
volunteer in other capacities. 
Alan organized and led 11 bus 
trips so groups could partici-
pate in Wreaths Across Ameri-
ca. He participates in parades, 
operates as a Volunteer Tour 
Guide at the Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial, volunteers with 
Women in Military Service 
for America, and serves as an 
Honor Flight guardian. Alan 
enters the Ohio Veterans Hall 
of Fame at age 74.

© 2020 Ohio Valley Publishing, all rights 
reserved. Lorna Hart is a freelance writer 
for Ohio Valley Publishing.

Wallace inducted into Veterans Hall of Fame

Photos courtesy of Angela Snyder, Lesic & Camper Communications
Alan Wallace is pictured with his award alongside Ohio Department of Veterans Services Director Deborah Ashenhurst. Ashenhurst also served as emcee of the 
ceremony.

Pictured is Alan Wallace who shared his experience as a first responder at the 
Pentagon when American Airlines Flight #77 crashed into the west side of the 
building on September 11, 2001.

OVP File Photo
Alan Wallace, pictured in Racine, Ohio in 2018, was a firefighter at the Pentagon on Sept. 11, 2001. 
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 "Our family serving your family for generations"

Meigs Memory Gardens
Cemetery Plots & Mausoleum Crypts

45605 Eagle Ridge Road  Pomeroy, Ohio

�
�

Anderson McDaniel 
Funeral Home
www.andersonmcdaniel.com

James Anderson & Adam McDaniel: 
Directors

Contact us today for more information
740-992-5141   or  740-992-5444

Today....and everyday....
we are grateful for our

military service personnel
past & present, and the families 

who support them
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Special thanks to our
employees for their service.

THANK YOU TO OUR 
VETERANS FOR PROTECTING 

OUR FREEDOMS

J.D. DRILLING COMPANY
Oil and Gas Wells Drilling Operation

James E. Diddle    President
Spencer R. Carpenter   Vice President

P.O. Box 369 Racine, Ohio

(740) 949-2512

Jim Diddle, Spencer Carpenter, 
Austin Newsome, Dave Taylor,

Allen Simmons (RIP)
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By Beth Sergent
bsergent@aimmediamidwest.com

POINT PLEASANT, W.Va. — U.S. Marine Corps veteran Ray Stith 
celebrated his 100th birthday back in September with a parade, proc-
lamations in his honor and a visit from Medal of Honor recipient, 
and fellow West Virginian, Hershel “Woody” Williams.

The celebration was spearheaded by his brothers (and sisters) in 
the Marine Corps League Mason-Gallia-Meigs Detachment 1180.

During the parade lineup near Stith’s home on Birch Avenue, 
Williams, who is the last surviving Medal of Honor recipient of the 
Battle of Iwo Jima, spoke to the Point Pleasant Register, explaining 
why he felt he needed to attend the celebration.

“Not everybody reaches to be 100 years old and besides, he’s a 
Marine, and we Marines stick together,” Williams said. “So I felt 
obligated to come and celebrate this day for him, not with him, but 
for him.”

When asked about his feelings regarding the importance of honor-
ing veterans, particularly at this point in time, he said, “Especially 
right now, we need to get back to more patriotism than we’ve…, well, 
we’ve lost it,” Williams said. “I think the veterans are the individuals 
that if we can all come together and begin thinking together, we can 
have a tremendous influence on the future of this country.”

Lining up behind Williams were motorcycles, cars, trucks, vans, 
American flags and signs that read “thank you” and “happy birthday.”

Once Williams arrived at Stith’s home, the two visited and shared 
stories, watching the parade of well wishers.

Stith joked it only took him 100 years to receive all this recogni-
tion.

© 2020 Ohio Valley Publishing, all rights reserved. Beth Sergent is editor of Ohio Valley 
Publishing.

U.S. Marines: Celebrating a band of brothers
100-year old veteran honored

Ray Stith, 100-year old veteran of Point Pleasant, visits 
with Medal of Honor recipient Hershel Woody Williams 
this past September.

Hershel Woody Williams, pictured, is the last surviving 
Medal of Honor recipient of the Battle of Iwo Jima. He 
recently visited Point Pleasant to honor a fellow Marine.

Photos by Beth Sergent | OVP
The parade lineup honoring 100-year old veteran Ray Stith.

Parade participants fill Birch Avenue in Point Pleasant, honoring 
100-year old veteran Ray Stith.

Medal of Honor recipient Hershel Woody Williams signs a birthday 
banner for fellow Marine, Ray Stith.

Veteran Ray Stith is honored by the City of Point Pleasant, 
represented here by Mayor Brian Billings and City Clerk Amber 
Tatterson. Also pictured, members of Marine Corps League Mason-
Gallia-Meigs Detachment 1180. 

Fellow Marines Ray Stith and Hershel Woody Williams visit at 
Stith’s home in Point Pleasant.

Parade participants fill Birch Avenue in Point Pleasant, honoring 
100-year old veteran Ray Stith.

Parade participants fill Birch Avenue in Point Pleasant, honoring 
100-year old veteran Ray Stith. 

Commissioner 
Rick Handley 

honors 
veteran Ray 
Stith at his 

home on 
behalf of the 

Mason County 
Commission. 

Also pictured, 
members 
of Marine 

Corps League 
Mason-

Gallia-Meigs 
Detachment 

1180.
The parade lineup honoring 100-year old veteran Ray Stith.

Crown Excavating
& Stone Yard

5885 SR 218 
Gallipolis, OH 45631

740-256-6456
OH-70209488

PLUMBING
SERVICES
& MORE

204 Condor Street • Pomeroy, Ohio 45769 
www.riversideplumbingandmore.com

riversideplumbingservices@yahoo.com

(740) 591-2747
Free Estimates & Emergency Service

BONDED & INSURED • OVER 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE

• Water Lines
• Drain Lines

• Faucet Repair
• Water Heaters
• Toilet Repair

• Bathroom Remodeling
• Sewer & Drain Jet Cleaning

• Gas Line Inspection & 
Installation

...and much more!O
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Ken Bass Insurance 
John Greer 

Agent/Owner

607 Fifth Street • P.O. Box 335 • New Haven, WV 25265

304.882.2145 
Fax 304.882.3813     www.kenbassinsurance.com

The Maples

• Effi  ciency/1 Bedroom
• Must be 62 years or older
• Or qualifying disability
• Income based-HUD Subsidized
• Extremely low income priority per HUD guidelines

740-992-7022
Managed by 
Silverheels

ALL UTILITIES ARE PAID

Taking 
Applications

  Telephone
740-992-4100
740-992-6624

Joshua D. Price
Lindsey A. B. Price

216 East Main Street
Suite 200   

Pomeroy, Ohio 45769

OH-70210332

Ridenour’s Gas Service
PO Box 55 • Chester, Ohio

740-985-3307

• Residential • Commercial 
• Bulk & Bottled • Home • Farm

• Industry • Repair • Sales & Service
• Vented & Unvented Heaters

• Empire & Free Standing Fireplaces

• Residential • Commercial 
• Bulk & Bottled • Home • Farm

• Industry • Repair • Sales & Service
• Vented & Unvented Heaters

• Empire & Free Standing Fireplaces

Thank you to all Veterans! 
Your Service is Appreciated
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By Dean Wright
Special to OVP

OHIO VALLEY — Since the history of American 
Marines was first detailed during the Revolutionary 
War and formally recognized as a part of the U.S. 
Department of Navy June, 30, 1834, thousands of 
Marines continue to serve in their communities and 
honor the sacrifices of their colleagues abroad.

Marine Corps League Meigs-Gallia-Mason 
Detachment 1180 continues the tradition of service 
at home, uniting Marines and supporters.

According to Detachment 1180 Commandant 
Jim Doss, the local organization was chartered Aug. 
15, 2005. The group is made of 33 members and is 
one of 14 detachments in the Marine Corps League 
Department of West Virginia.

“We visit the Hershel Woody Williams VA Hospi-
tal in Huntington, W.Va. at least four to five times 
a year where, at various times, we hand out apples 
and oranges, $200 in doughnuts, $250 in pizza, 
candy and gifts at Easter and various toilet articles 
that all veterans need,” said Doss of some of the 
detachment’s activities. “We visit nursing homes for 
the veterans there and have given blanket throws, 
hats related to each veterans’ service and two to 
three pairs of socks, which they are always in need.”

Doss noted that it was not uncommon to see the 
detachment and its supporters in parades in Point 
Pleasant, W.Va. and Gallipolis, Ohio. He noted that 
some of the detachment’s activities have had to be 
modified due to COVID-19 challenges.

“We do funeral honors for deceased Marines at 
the request of the family and other veterans when 
requested,” said Doss.

“We celebrate each year the birthday of the 
Marine Corps, which is Nov. 10, with a Marine 
Corps Ball,” said Doss.

The earliest form of American Marines were 
founded Nov. 10, 1775 and 2020 will mark 245 
years of service for the military branch.

“We help mostly Marines, but we also help vet-
erans,” said Detachment 1180 Chief of Staff Ron 
Wroblewski. “

Wroblewski noted that any who wished to join 
the detachment as an associate member had to be 
an honorably discharged Marine, an FMF corps-
men or FMF chaplain. Wroblewski or Doss can be 
respectively reached at either 740-446-1795 or 740-
441-5638.

© 2020 Ohio Valley Publishing, all rights reserved. Dean Wright is 
a freelance writer and former full-time staff writer for Ohio Valley 
Publishing.

Marine Corps League M-G-M Detachment
Continuing service  
to country, community

Serving donuts to veterans at the Hershel Woody Williams VA 
Hospital.

Post 1180 | Courtesy photos
Members of Detachment 1180 decorating a Christmas tree in 
Gallipolis City Park.

Commandant Jim Doss, Senior Vice Jerry Bain and Adjutant Patti 
Leib at Beriut, Lebanon memorial for Marines killed in bombing.

Detachment members pass out apples and oranges for veterans at 
the Hershel Woody Williams VA Hospital.Detachment members with Commandant of the Marine Corps.

We Salute Our Veterans!
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Member
FDIC

Honoring all Veterans
on Veterans Day

Ohio Valley Bank would 
like to thank all members 
of our military, past and 
present for their selfless 
service to our country!

We are forever grateful.
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By Kayla (Hawthorne) Dunham
khawthorne@aimmediamidwest.com

GALLIPOLIS, Ohio — Spc. 
Wade Jarrell was welcomed 
home at the end of October 
after nearly 11 months of serv-
ing the United States Army in 
Cuba.

Jarrell, a 2014 graduate from 
Gallia Academy High School, 
joined the Army National 
Guard in 2015 and is part of 
the Military Police. Jarrell 
deployed to Guantanamo Bay 
in Cuba

“I chose to join the Army 
because I wanted to be a part 
of something that was bigger 
than myself,” Jarrell said. He 
also has family, including his 
stepfather, who served in the 
military.

“It’s something to be a part 
of and serve our country,” Jar-
rell said.

Jarrell said through the 
Army, he has learned leader-
ship skills, integrity and how to 
be a part of a team.

Jarrell enjoys talking to 
people about the military and 
encourages everyone to consid-
ering joining.

“I think it’s good for every-
body,” Jarrell said. “It has its 
times — deployment was hard 
with being away from family 
— but the end reward is awe-
some.”

When he recently arrived 
back in town, Jarrell was wel-
comed into Gallipolis, Ohio 
with signs from businesses and 

individuals.
“I told my mom whenever 

I came home, I didn’t want a 
big homecoming, but the small 
town of Gallipolis made it a big 
deal,” Jarrell said. “I felt loved 
with so much support from 
them.”

Jarrell’s six-year contract 
ends in August 2021, and as of 
now, his plan is to re-enlist for 
two more years.

© 2020 Ohio Valley Publishing, all rights 
reserved. Kayla (Hawthorne) Dunham is 
a staff writer for Ohio Valley Publishing. 
Reach her at (304) 675-1333, ext. 1992.

The welcome home

Courtesy photos
Businesses in Gallipolis welcomed Jarrell home after a near 11 month deployment 
in Cuba.

Spc. Wade Jarrell returned home to Gallipolis at the end of October.

Wade Jarrell’s family welcomed him home at the airport in October. Pictured 
from left are Wade’s mother Valerie Lee, Wade Jarrell, brother Wes Jarrell and 
sister Brionna Lee (front).

FREE
Lung Cancer Screening

for qualifying veterans

Are you eligible?

Have Medicare? 
You must be 

55-77years old

Commercial
Insurance? 
You must be 

55-80years old

Even if you quit smoking, 
you may still qualify.
You must have quit in the last 15 years.

For more information, please call 304.674.2409.

You must have smoked at least...

1 pack per day for 30 years

2 packs per day for 15 years

3 packs per day for 10 years
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