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Locations:
~ 1/4 mile north of 

Pomeroy-Mason Bridge, Mason, WV 

304-773-5323

~ 2400 Eastern Avenue, Gallipolis, OH 

740-446-1711

Let’s
Get

www.bobsmarket.com

Spring Is Here!

Planting!
Come On Over To Bob’s

For Your Garden
• Seed Potatoes
• Onion Sets
• Onion plants
• Fertilizer and Lime
• Sprays and Dusts
• Bulk Garden Seed

including all your favorites!

Give A rose 
that Blooms all 

Summer!
Popular and 

Beautiful 
Knock-Out Roses

Now in Stock

Large 
selection of 
Fruit Trees
• Apple • Cherry
• Peach • Plum

• Pear • Nectarine
• Fruit Cocktail

Just 
A� i� d!

Also large selection 
of fl owering trees 

and shrubs

Hanging Baskets
and

Bedding Annuals

Available
Now!

“From A to Z, Bob’s has what you need”

Don’t forget Bob’s 
for Unique Gift 
giving ideas:

• Concrete Statuary
• Flags and 

Decorative items
• Gardening Supplies

Cold Crop Plants

and more!

• Cabbage
• Broccoli

• Cauliflower
• Head Lettuce

• Brussel Sprouts
• Spinach

Vegetative 
Annuals

Bob’s Better Bloom 
Premium Annuals
4 1/2 Inch Pot

or
8 Pots Per Flat
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GALLIPOLIS — 
People cross your path 
for a reason and doubters 
need not argue that point 
with Barb Shelton.

Shelton, former teacher 
with Gallipolis City 
Schools, remembers 
the day a pint-sized kid 
named Kendall Wyatt 
entered her seventh grade 
classroom in the 1990’s 
and “he’s been in my life 
ever since.”

“I knew way back then, 
there was something 
about that kid, he got 
under my skin, in my 
heart…he was like 
another one of my kids,” 
Shelton remembered.

Wyatt grew up 
knowing he had “less 
than” some of his peers. 
Despite limited, material 
resources, his parents 
instilled in him he could 
do anything if he put his 
mind to it. During his 
career at Gallia Academy, 
he joined the Key Club 
which Shelton advised. In 
1998, the club won at the 
state level and was invited 
to the international 
convention to compete 
in Anaheim, Calif. Wyatt 
sold suckers and candy, 
doing fundraisers, doing 
everything he possibly 
could to finance going 
on the trip but as the 
deadline loomed, it 
became apparent he 
wouldn’t have enough 
money.

“Kendall wanted to go 
so bad..I mean, I sold 
suckers, candy bars, I did 
whatever I could to try 
and make extra money on 
his behalf,” Shelton said.

Then, by chance, she 
ran into a former student, 
now all grown up. He 
asked Shelton about Key 
Club and the upcoming 
trip to California. Shelton 
shared she was concerned 
one of the students, who 
had potential and had 
been working to raise 
money, would come up 
short.

Shelton recalled telling 
her former student, 
“There’s this one kid. I’m 
trying so hard, between 
little fundraisers, it’s so 
costly, I don’t know if I’m 
going to be able to pull 
it off for him but I’m not 
going to give up.”

That was the extent of 
the conversation, Shelton 
recalled. Then, the next 

morning, when she 
showed up for class, there 
was an envelope on her 
desk with her name on it. 
Inside, was a check with 
more than enough money 
to finance Wyatt’s trip.

“When it happened, 
I said, ‘Kendall this 
is God, God’s always 
been so faithful and 
God always provides,’” 
Shelton explained. “That 
was meant to be that 
our paths (her’s and her 
former student’s) crossed 
at that specific time.”

Though Shelton made 
sure Wyatt sent a “thank 
you” to the anonymous 
donor while still a 
student, for awhile, he 
didn’t know the person’s 
identity.

Over the years, and 
after the secret was 
shared, Wyatt gained a 
new perspective on what 
the trip meant to him. 

With Shelton’s blessing 
and encouragement, he 
decided to write a letter 
to the donor in 2018.

Wyatt wrote to the 
stranger who helped him:

“You may or may not 
remember my name or 
know who I am, but more 
importantly know the 
impact you had on my life 
nearly twenty years ago.

During my 7th grade 
year at Gallia Academy, 
I met my social studies 
teacher, Barb Shelton. 
She is now retired 
and sent me a message 
recently that inspired 
me to pass along the 
importance of what you 
did for me.

Barb wasn’t just my 
teacher, she was a mentor 
and is now one of my 
friends. She was one 
of the first people who 
showed me there are 
many paths to success. 

Among the many things 
she taught me, one of 
those was that getting 
“help” is okay and that it 
can come in many forms.

One morning I was 
walking into school 
where I encountered 
Barb hanging out her 
second story classroom 
window, yelling and 
screaming for me to ‘get 
up here.’ As I raced up to 
her room I could see that 
she could barely hold her 
excitement. It was during 
this time period that 
we had been planning 
to attend the national 
convention for Key Club 
in California. Through 
her excitement Barb told 
me that I was going to be 
able to go on the trip.

You see, Barb knew I 
wasn’t going to be able 
to go due to financial 
reasons. I had been doing 
fundraisers but she knew 

that it wouldn’t have 
been enough financial 
support for me to make 
that trip. She then told 
me she had spoken to a 
local businessman and 
then showed me a check 
that was made out to 
her personally for two 
thousand dollars. That 
local businessman was 
you.

I was so overcome with 
excitement as a child 
that I can’t remember the 
specifics….

Now at age thirty-three 
I meet people and they 
see the version of myself 
that I am today. It is not 
uncommon to encounter 
people who have less than 
me now. They may have 
less letters after their 
name or less ‘stuff’ they 
have acquired. I always 
try to make it a point to 
bring up the fact that 
I am only where I am 
today because of other 
people.

If you only look at 
numbers, you could 
easily say I was ‘poor’ 
as a child. Lucky for 
me, my parents instilled 
one saying ‘You can do 
anything you put your 
mind to.’ Also lucky for 
me, I met mentors like 
Barb who then asked 
others like yourself for 
their help.

It wasn’t just the 
ability to go on a trip, 
it was so much more 
for someone so eager 
to ‘make it in life’ and 
Barb definitely took the 
opportunity to show me 
that. I was able to see and 
experience more ‘firsts’ 
during that trip than you 
could imagine. What is 
important is that it was 
a major introduction to 

the world for me. Barb 
took your donation and 
let me experience, even 
if for a short time, what 
life could be like if I kept 
working hard. You know 
what? That’s exactly 
what I did and continue 
to do.

Thank you, Mr. 
________. Almost twenty 
years ago when you did 
this, you asked for no 
accolades, your name 
wasn’t written anywhere 
and until now I doubt 
anyone knows you did 
this, it was truly selfless. 
You should also know 
that now as a resident 
physician currently at 
Charleston Area Medical 
Center, and through my 
other projects, I try to 
make a difference in other 
people’s lives. Not for 
recognition but because I 
know firsthand how acts 
of kindness, mentorship 
and hard work can truly 
allow anyone to become 
anything. I doubt anyone 
will ever know all of the 
struggles of my journey 
but I believe my successes 
were only possible 
because a short list of 
strangers made the effort 
to help me out along the 
way.

Wm Kendall Wyatt MD, 
RN, EMT-P”

Wyatt, currently a 
doctor working in a 
resident clinic, cares for 
many patients who could 
use help along their way. 
Prior to thanking his 
donor in person, Wyatt 
had been buying some of 
his patients a $20 blood 
pressure cuff which could 
make a real difference 
in their health. This 
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To the great majority of people, purchasing a memorial is a fi rst-time 
experience - often a confusing and stressful one - and your decisions 

will last forever. 

420 1st Ave, 
Gallipolis OH

740-853-1125
workmanmonuments.com

CELEBRATIONS OF LIFE
Services Offered

Monument Pre-planning
Foundation Repair    Cemetery Lettering

The caring and experienced professionals at Workman Monuments are 
here to support you through this diffi cult time.  We offer a range of per-

sonalized services to suit your family’s wishes and requirements.  You can 
count on us to help you plan a personal, lasting tribute to your loved one.  

And we’ll carefully guide you through the many decisions that must be 
made during this challenging time.

You are welcome to call us at any time of the day, any day of the week, for 
immediate assistance.  Or, visit our funeral home in person at your conve-
nience.  We also provide a wealth of information on our web site so you 

can learn more from the privacy of your own home.

We’d Like to Help Take Some of the Confusion and 
Uncertainty Out of Buying a Memorial

O
H

-7
01

20
01

6

Coolville, Ohio  
740-667-3110  • www.whiteschwarzelfh.com

We will be pleased to welcome your visit to our 
facilities.  We invite you to come in and see for 

yourself how we have changed.  
We believe you will be happy with what you find.   
Mike Putman & Kevin Schwarzel - Owners

“Helping families navigate end of life decisions.”

106 Mulberry Avenue, Pomeroy, Ohio  
740-992-2121 • www.ewingfuneralhome.net

The kindness of strangers
By Beth Sergent
bsergent@aimmediamidwest.com

Retired Gallipolis City Schools teacher Barb Shelton and former 
student, Dr. Kendall Wyatt.

From left, Barb Shelton, Kendall Wyatt and Shelton’s daughter Stephanie Harris. In 1998, the trio 
traveled to the national convention for Key Club in Anaheim, Calif. that changed Wyatt’s perspective 
on his young life.

Courtesy photos
Pictured are some Gallia Academy Key Club members from the 1990’s with their many awards. 
Pictured are Advisor Barb Shelton and student Kendall Wyatt, pictured front row, fifth from left.

See KINDNESS | 3

The good news is… 
People cross your path for a reason. 
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reminded him of the help 
he’d received years ago. 

“It’s crazy how 
something so small that’s 
so out of reach (for those 
on a limited income) can 
make a big difference, it 
made me think of that 
(the gift of the trip),” he 
said. “I knew I’d written 
a letter (years ago) but 
I never said ‘thank you’ 
(to the donor)…I wanted 
to tell him he’d made a 
difference because people 
who are so selfless like 
that, you know they did it 
for the right reason. But, 
I don’t care who you are, 
you want to know you 
made a difference.”

Last fall, Wyatt 
personally thanked and 
presented a new, updated 
letter to the donor, who 
still wishes to remain, 
anonymous.

That donor spoke with 
Ohio Valley Publishing 
upon the condition they 

remain anonymous. After 
all, helping someone only 
for the sake of doing it is 
the point, right?

“Barb and I had known 
each other for years,” 
he said of that chance 
encounter that started 
the chain of events. “I 
remember she said, ‘I’ve 
got this young kid, he’s 
got a lot of potential, 
he doesn’t have the 
advantages that a lot of 
kids do’ and they were 
planning this trip and he 
wasn’t going to be able 
to go.”

He continued, “I can 
remember going back to 
my office at the time, I sat 
down with my mother, 
my sister and my brother-
in-law and it was just no 
question (they would 
help). We knew Barb and 
knew her passion for her 
kids and it just was an 
easy thing to do.”

Local business people 

are often no strangers 
to being asked to help 
certain causes in the 
community, though it’s 
not everyday one of those 
“causes” comes back 
nearly 20 years later to 
say thanks.

“It was just 
unbelievable…I just can’t 
even explain to you,” he 
said about the visit from 
both Wyatt and Shelton 
last fall. “To see he took 
the time after all those 
years and had carried 
those thoughts with him, 
and to take time to write 
a letter and come in and 
talk about it. I really 
appreciated it. You just 
don’t know when you’re 
asked to do something, 
what the outcome is 
most of the time and it 
was really gratifying to 
see that he not only has 
he made something of 
himself but he learned 
something from it (the 
trip) as well and, he 
indicated to me he wants 
to do the same thing for 
others. It really made me 
feel good.”

When asked what 

advice he’d give people 
about, well, giving: “You 
can’t go wrong, you just 
can’t. The worst thing 
that can happen, is, you 
help them and it doesn’t 
move the needle at all but 
you’ve helped them. But 
I think many times a lot 
of people just need that 
one little push, that little 
bit of help to help them 
realize their potential 
maybe, or just get them 
started down the right 
path.

I’ve been extremely 
fortunate in my life and 
I know that and you just 
need to give back and 
everybody in some way 
or another can give back, 
it doesn’t have to be 
money, it can be time… 
We all need help, there’s 
been times in everybody’s 
life when someone 
either gave words of 
encouragement or they 
took you under their wing 
to help you get along.”

Though remaining 
anonymous was 
important to the donor, 
so was giving credit 
where credit was due.

“One thing to be 
certain of, it wasn’t just 
me, it was my family, I 
was the contact person 
with Barb but it was 
a family effort (and 
decision). The world 
needs more Barb’s. If 
everybody took the 
interest in their students 
that she did, and still 
does even after she’s 
retired and they’ve moved 
on, my goodness, the 
world would be a better 
place.”

To this day, Wyatt says 
if he sees a kid selling 
something like candy or 
donuts for fundraisers, he 
can’t help but buy them 
out.

“It takes me back to 
remembering when I sold 
those suckers,” he said. “I 
think, maybe they’re just 
$50 away or $100 away 
(from their goal).”

When thinking back on 
the seventh grader who 
came into her life and 
never left, Barb supposed, 
“Kendall knew he wanted 
more, but at that young 
age he didn’t know 
exactly how he was going 
to do it. He was meant to 
be in my class, our paths 
were meant to crass. My 
whole thing in life is, 
people cross your path for 
a reason.”

Beth Sergent is editor of Ohio Valley 
Publishing. 

From page 3

Kindness

MEIGS COUNTY — 
In 2013, Meigs County 
Sheriff Keith Wood 
unexpectedly lost his K-9. 
Two local members of the 
Meigs County community 
stepped up to help the 
sheriff get a new dog.

Lori Miller and Tina 
Richards teamed up to 
raise money and create 
an organization that 
would become Loyalty 
is Forever. They agreed 
that at first, this was 
just fund raising to help 
the sheriff, but Meigs 
County fully supported 
the efforts and, now, the 
organization has raised 
over $95,000 to help 
local law enforcement, 
the elderly, food banks, 
youth programs, EMTs 
and most recently fire 
departments.

“We didn’t realize 
the support we would 
have,” Miller said. “If the 
community hadn’t rallied 
to get the sheriff another 
dog, this may not have 
happened.”

Miller and 
Richards both credit 
the community for 
supporting Loyalty 
is Forever. They have 
countless donors who 
sent monetary donations 
to help support the 
organization. You even 
have the option to choose 
how your money is 
spent—Shop with a Cop, 
drug prevention day, the 
firemen’s association, 
K-9 maintenance, or 
even simply to fill the 
gap in funding. Richards 
said they often receive 
donations from former 
citizens, who still call 
Meigs County home even 
though they no longer 
live there.

Volunteering for Miller 
and Richards is a family 
affair. Their husbands and 
families are always there 
to support them and help 

wherever it is needed—
including making pulled 
pork for a bagged-lunch 
fundraiser, helping set 
up events in the rain, 
or assisting in the sold 
out basket games at the 
Syracuse Community 
Center.

“I love what 
volunteering has done 
just in my own family,” 
Richards said. “I bring 
my kids to my events and 
my youngest has come 
to I think every single 
thing we have done and 
(has been) involved. 
I think that instills 
characteristics in our 
youth today that I can’t 
otherwise teach.”

Miller and Richards 
have found that nearly 
everyone in Meigs 
County wants to help out 
in some way.

“I think when a group 
of people come together 
to organize something, 
whether it’s a food 
pantry or it’s for local 
law enforcement, or if it’s 
for youth, they open the 
path for others to become 
involved,” Richards said.

For 2019, one of 
their goals, along with 
the yearly events, is 
to raise $12,000 for 
the local volunteer fire 
departments, which 
Richards said are “the 
epitome of volunteers.”

“We have a very lofty 
goal of trying to raise 
$12,000 for the 12 fire 
departments. So, it would 
be 12 checks for $1,000 
each,” Richards said. 
“The goal is to do that 
this year. If we don’t make 
it this year, then we won’t 
stop until we do.”

The organization was 
motivated to help the fire 
departments after seeing 
some of them didn’t 
have any youth-sized life 
vests. They also saw the 
support from firefighters 
during the 2018 Shop 
with a Cop event when 
they participated in the 
parade for the children.

Another goal Miller 
and Richards have is to 
get youth more involved 
in volunteering with 
Loyalty is Forever. 
Richards’ daughter gave 
them suggestions on ways 

she wants her classmates 
to help raise money or 
support the community.

“She’s nine and she 
understands it wholly 
when we’re volunteering,” 
Richards said. “She 
wants us to come up 
with something for her 
class, for the elementary 
kids, to do so they can 
participate.”

Miller said when 
children suggest 
something, they do it. 
“Because you have to. 
You can’t let that go,” 
Miller said.

They are currently 

brainstorming on how 
they can have school 
children participate in a 
way to get money for the 
food pantries or supplies 
for the weekend food 
backpack programs.

Miller and Richards 
see that everyone is 
proud to call Meigs 
County their home and 
they want to contribute 
to the betterment of the 
community.

“It’s our friends and 
neighbors in Meigs 
County that show us who 
they are,” Richards said. 
“They have demonstrated 

time and again that the 
one thing we can all agree 
on is the betterment of 
this community. It is the 
commitment of those 
people that keeps us 
motivated and keeps us 
moving toward our goals. 
Meigs County answers 
the call.”

If you want to 
contribute to Loyalty is 
Forever, you can mail a 
check to Farmer’s Bank 
& Savings Company or 
contact the organization 
on their Facebook page.

Kayla Hawthorne is a freelance 
writer for Ohio Valley Publishing.

740.245.7208
www.rio.edu
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Meigs County answers call for assistance
By Kayla Hawthorne
Special to OVP

Loyalty is Forever began with the goal of raising money for the Meigs County Sheriff’s Office K-9 
program.

Lori Miller and Tina Richards are pictured at one of the early fundraising events for Loyalty is Forever.

Lori Miller (left) and Tina Richards (right) are pictured with Sgt. Brandy King who is the handler for 
K-9 Bax.Sheriff Keith Wood is pictured with Shannon Miller at one of the fundraising events.

Courtesy photos

The good news is… 
Loyalty is forever in Meigs County.
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Surgical Capabilities:

• Barrett’s Esophagus

• Colonoscopy

• Endoscopy/EGD (Heartburn)

• Laparoscopy

• Appendectomy

• Hernia Repair

• Gallbladder Surgery

• Gastrointestinal Surgery

• Mastectomy

• Thyroid Surgery

There is a place where 
patients from miles away 
can turn - a hospital 
that combines the latest 
technology with experienced 
surgeons who perform 
specialized, minimally-
invasive surgeries with skill 
and compassion. Pleasant 
Valley Hospital becomes 
more advanced every day. 
It’s a commitment that we’ve 
made to better serve the 
community and the region 
that we all call home.

Minimally Invasive Surgical Services 
at Pleasant Valley Hospital

For more information or to schedule an 
appointment, please call 304.675.1666.

John Thomas, MD
General Surgeon
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Hello, neighbor!
Please stop by and say, “Hi!”
I’m looking forward to serving your needs for insurance and 
financial services.
Here to help life go right.®
CALL ME TODAY

Robin H Fowler, Agent
11504 State Route 588
Bidwell, OH 45614
740-245-5441
robin.fowler.pitch@statefarm.com

OH-70117269
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Highlighting a year of accomplishments
The Meigs County Board of 

Developmental Disabilities is happy to 
share some of the accomplishments, 
events and changes that have occurred 
in the past year.

Carleton School special events included:
•	A Heart Healthy Presentation 

from the Meigs County Health 
Department

•	Visits from “Halle” the comfort dog
•	The annual presentation from Mr. 

Tooth and his friends regarding 
dental health

•	A visit from the Columbus Zoo
•	A visit to Sweet Apple Farms
•	A visit to Southern Ohio Gymnastics 

Academy
•	Ongoing learning opportunities from 

the Meigs County Soil and Water 
Conservation District

•	Safety Day Event which included the 
local fire department, a helicopter 
and EMS

•	Weekly visits to the Pomeroy Library
•	Volunteering at Meigs Canine 

Adoption and Rescue Center and the 
Pomeroy Library

•	Bus Safety event featuring Buster 
the Bus

•	Fall Carnival
•	Veterans’ Day Program
•	Transition Class Spring Social with 

youth from Washington County
•	Spirit Week Activities
•	Award and Graduation Ceremony
•	Family Thanksgiving and Christmas 

Dinners
•	Christmas Program
•	Visits to Shuler’s Christmas Tree 

Farm to get Christmas Trees

Carleton School Ongoing Events included:
•	Summer Youth Employment 

Program
•	Continued working with 

Opportunities for Ohioans with 
Disabilities (OOD)

•	Preschool Screenings
•	Completed all state required school 

and preschool assessments
•	Retained 5-Star Step Up to Quality 

Rating from the Ohio Department of 
Education

•	Continued EI Teaming Pilot Project 
to provide Speech, Occupational and 
Physical Therapy Services to the 
birth through 2 program

•	Suspected Disabilities/ ETR/ IEP 
Meetings

•	Parent Teacher Conferences Held
•	OU and URG student placements in 

the school program

Staff Training:
•	Certified and hired a new bus driver
•	Annual In-service trainings 

completed
•	One staff member trained to 

administer insulin under DODD 
nursing delegation

•	Worked with State Support Team 
(SST) 16 & Ohio Center for Autism 
and Low Incidence (OCALI) on 
Comprehensive Autism Plans 
(CAPs)

•	Marcus Crisis Protective Procedures 
trainings from Nationwide Children’s 
Hospital

•	Ongoing professional development 
for all departments

•	Director of Education completed 
Ohio Association of County Board’s 
(OACB) Leadership Training Series

•	MCBDD became an Alert, 
Lockdown, Inform, Counter, 
Evacuate (ALICE) trained 
organization

•	Operations Director attended 
training to become an ALICE 
certified instructor

•	Health and Wellness Activities in 
addition to school training activities, 
the following also occurred:

•	Wellness Fair (Making Lives Better 

Together DD Awareness event)
•	Seventeen employees participated in 

a Wellness Initiative
•	Flu Clinic offered
•	Wellness Committee developed and 

policy implemented
•	SPOT Vision Screener purchased
•	Nursing Students from Buckeye Hills 

came for observation hours

Building and Grounds Projects Completed:
•	Paved the parking area from the 

front lot to College Road; added 
seven parking spaces to front lot

•	Installed a walking track behind the 
building

•	Filled the playground with mulch
•	Removed the pine tree from behind 

the building and pile of tree limbs 
from side field

•	Ground several stumps from the 
property

•	Stripped and waxed all classroom 
floors and hallways

•	Painted different areas of the 
building

•	Completed various plumbing repairs
•	Installed new parking signs

Grants/Funding Maximization:
•	New playground equipment 

purchased with Elks Grant Funds
•	One Elks campership was awarded 

to a student
•	Christmas Giveaway Project 

provided food/gifts to 17 families
•	Fundraising activities included: Pie 

in the Face; Christmas Basket Raffle; 
Christmas Window Decoration 
Donations; Fall Duffle Bag Raffle; 
Change from Heaven and a Valentine 
Raffle

•	Awarded DODD capital funds for 
housing renovation

•	Two Medicaid waivers were awarded 
to provide funding for individuals to 
receive services

•	Continued Early Intervention 
Teaming Pilot Project to provide 
Speech, Occupational and Physical 
Therapies to children in the birth 
through 2 program with 50% 
funding from the Ohio Department 
of Developmental Disabilities SST 
16 Transition Mini-Grant recipient

Special Olympics:
•	38 Athletes were registered for 

the regional games held in Athens 
County last spring

•	10 athletes participated at the State 
Games held at Ohio State University 
last summer

•	Athletes brought home several 
ribbons and medals from both events

•	Dr. Hunter donated his time and 
talents to provide several Special 
Olympics athlete physicals so the 
athletes could participate.

Other MCBDD Activities:
•	Assisted with two homes becoming 

more accessible
•	Service & Support Administrators 

(SSA’s) continuing person centered 
planning for adults

•	SSA’s working with individuals 
and their families, guardians, and 
caregivers to maximize services

•	SSA’s completed various 
assessments for eligibility and 
services

•	Assisted three individuals in finding 
appropriate residential placements

•	Four employees with over 100 years 
of combined service retired

•	Hired an Administrative Assistant, a 
Business/Medicaid Manager, and an 
SSA/Administrative Assistant, and a 
Maintenance Repair Worker

•	University of Rio Grande field 
placement with the SSA department

For more information please contact us at 1310 
Carleton Street, Syracuse, Ohio 45779 or 
740-992-6681.

Courtesy of the Meigs County Board of Developmental Disabilities

The Meigs County Commissioners signed a Proclamation naming March as Developmental Disabilities 
Awareness Month. Adults and staff from area providers including HAVAR, Inclusions, and Meigs 
Industries joined a group of students and staff from Carleton School to take part in the signing at 
the March Commissioner’s meeting.

The Early Intervention Specialist works with families and children in everyday places and routines. 
Pictured are Ganon and his mother during a specialist visit.

The Health & Wellness Fair was held in March. Ten agencies participated in the event that was open to 
the public. Pictured are preschool students getting goodies and information to take home.
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GALLIPOLIS — Rick 
Howell was diagnosed 
with prostate cancer in 
March 2018. Thankfully, 
the cancer was detected 
in an early stage and 
treatment prognosis was 
optimistic.

“I was informed that 
I had cancer and could 
receive my radiation 
treatments at Holzer 
Center for Cancer Care,” 
shared Howell. “In May 
I met with Dr. Arora, 
radiation oncologist at 
Holzer Center for Cancer 
Care, and we began my 
treatments in June.”

“I feel fortunate that 
I was able to complete 
my treatments close 
to home,” said Howell. 
“Throughout the entire 
process I had a positive 
experience. The staff at 

Holzer Center for Cancer 
Care were helpful from 
the very beginning. They 
explained everything 
that would happen and 
showed me how my 
treatments would work. 
I am indebted to each of 
them.”

“I had great faith in 
Dr. Arora,” he continued. 
“She is always concerned 
about her patients, 
and listens to truly 
understand what is 
happening. I know she 
would be right there with 
me and my family if there 
was a problem.”

Holzer Center for 
Cancer Care has recently 
installed the TrueBeam 
system, the latest in 
non-invasive radiation 
treatment from Varian 
Medical Systems. 

TrueBeam is a powerful 
cancer system, which 
eliminates cancer cells 
with increased precision 
and accuracy while 
sparing healthy tissue. 
TrueBeam introduces 
new possibilities for the 
treatment of cancers 
in the lung, breast, 
prostate, brain, head and 
neck, and more. With 
enhanced delivery of 
radiation, TrueBeam can 
personalize each patient’s 
cancer treatment.

Best of all, this machine 
offers state-of-the-art 
Stereotactic Body 
Radiation (SBRT) and 
Radiosurgery (SRS) 
treatments, delivering 
pinpoint radiation in 1 to 
5 outpatient treatments 
rather than the traditional 
30-40 treatments. These 
treatments are similar 
to surgery but without 
cutting or needed 
recovery time. Patients 

can now receive the 
best and fastest cancer 
treatment close to home.

“I am pleased to see 
the Cancer Center 
able to offer the 
TrueBeam service for 
our communities,” said 
Howell. “For my care, I 
required 42 treatments. 
However, now the 
same treatments can be 
completed in five. This is 

an amazing opportunity 
and I look forward to 
seeing how this system 
impacts future cancer 
patients.”

“Holzer has always 
been there for me,” stated 
Howell. “I have always 
worked to be as healthy 
as possible, and to be a 
positive role model. I am 
blessed to continue living 
this life and look forward 

to spending time with my 
family.”

Howell is a retired 
schoolteacher from 
Gallia Academy. He and 
his wife, Jeri, reside in 
Gallipolis. They have four 
children, Kristin (Tony) 
Carrino, Missy (Craig) 
Hughes, Jeff Howell, and 
Julie (Josh) Burnette, 
and three grandchildren, 
Declan, Kayla, and Tony.

MIDDLEPORT — 
For many people, it is a 
dream to own their own 
home.

But for a variety of 
financial reasons, it is 
not always possible. One 
Middleport family now 
has the chance to own a 
home—and they get to 
help build it.

Shad and Aja Collins 
have lived in Middleport 
for several years. They 
had lived in a house 
for five years and they 
thought they had a 
chance to own it, but that 
did not work out. They 
were forced to move into 
an apartment building.

“We ended up in this 
horrible building down 
in Middleport and I was 
sick all the time, my kids 
were sick all the time,” 
Aja said. “It was just 
terrible.”

Collins knew about 
Habitat for Humanity 
and the work they do to 
help people own homes. 
Once before, Collins had 
started the application 
process with Habitat, 
but she felt they did not 
qualify because of the 
house they were in. After 
being in the apartment 
building, she decided she 
would try to partner with 
Habitat to help provide 
her a home for her family.

According to Caitlyn 
Breeze, the community 
engagement director for 
Habitat for Humanity of 
Southeast Ohio, Habitat 
partners with a family 

to build a home the 
family will pay for with a 
no-interest mortgage.

“What’s really cool with 
Habitat though, is a lot 
of people think we just 
give away our homes for 
free,” Breeze said. “So 
they wouldn’t be as apt 
to donate as they would 
necessarily as when they 
learn that we don’t give 
away our homes.”

That is an important 
part of the process, 
both for Habitat and for 
families.

“Habitat is not a 
handout, it’s a hand up,” 
Breeze said.

There is a lengthy 
application process for 
the potential partner 
family to ensure they 
will be able to obtain the 
home. The family pays 
a $1,000 down payment 
and they also have to 
have 250 sweat equity 
hours per adult. Most of 
these hours are earned 
working on their own 
home.

Habitat has a 12-week 
build schedule to 
construct the home. 
Construction started 
in early April with the 
foundation. Volunteers 
were to start assisting 
with the build on 
Tuesday, April 17. May 
3 and 4 will be the Blitz 
Build. Breeze said about 
30 volunteers will come 
out each day to build the 
majority of the house.

“We’ll have the walls 
built and we’ll raise the 
walls and do sheeting, 
siding, everything—
basically build the entire 

house in two days, which 
is really neat,” Breeze 
said.

Having the family 
and members of the 
community building this 
house together is a sign 
of continued support in 
Meigs County.

“I know (the family’s) 
really thankful that 
everyone in Middleport 
and Pomeroy are doing 
this—coming out to a 
second house build,” 
Breeze said. The first 
house was built in the 
fall of 2016 on Brownell 
Avenue, right beside the 
Collins’ soon-to-be new 
home.

“(Building Habitat 
homes is) showing home 
owners and showing 
people of this community 
that there is pride in 
working together,” 
Breeze said. “People 
do care. And when we 
give someone a hand up, 
rather than a handout, 
we are empowering them 
to take that next step in 
their life and that opens 
so many doors.

Breeze said Habitat 
for Humanity has proven 
children who grew up in a 
Habitat home were more 
likely to go and finish 
college and get a good 
job. She also said building 
these homes improves 
the communities families 
want to return to.

As for Collins, she 
wants to keep her family 
in Middleport and she 
is excited she and her 
husband can provide 
a nice home for their 
family.

“I spent my whole life, 
for 19 years, we were 
in the same house and 
I want my kids to have 
that stability,” Collins 
said. “That was a lot of 
what this was—I wanted 

my kids to have that 
stability.”

Collins said her three 
children—Aaliyah, 6, 
Shadyn, 4, and Caleb, 
2—do not yet understand 
what is going on, but 
they have been excited 
to visit the site of their 
new home. Collins’ father, 
who owns a construction 

business, and her 
husband are both going 
to be crew leaders during 
the Blitz Build.

“I thank God for it,” 
Collins said. “I’ve made 
sure I’ve been speaking 
life over it that this is 
going to happen. And 
I’m just astounded by it. 
Things like this just don’t 

happen to me.”
Volunteers must sign 

up before they can help. 
There is information 
on how to register on 
Habitat for Humanity 
of Southeast Ohio’s 
Facebook.

Kayla Hawthorne is a freelance 
writer for Ohio Valley Publishing.

436 St. Rt. 7 N • Gallipolis, Ohio 45631 Hours: Mon - Sat 9am to 5pm, Closed on Sunday
740-446-2240 • riverfronthonda.com
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A hand up, not a handout
By Kayla Hawthorne
Special to OVP

Kayla Hawthorne | Courtesy photo
Work has begun on the second Habitat House to be built in 
Middleport.

Kayla Hawthorne | Courtesy photo
Work has begun on the second Habitat House to be built in Middleport.

File photo
Members of the Meigs High School football team completed the 
wall build for the first Habitat House in Meigs County.

File photo
Dozens of volunteers were on hand for the Blitz Build on the first Habitat House.

The good news is… 
Having the family and members of the 
community building a second Habitat 
House together is a sign of continued 

support in Meigs County.

A story of survival
Holzer Center for Cancer Care

Holzer | Courtesy photo
Cancer survivor Rick Howell.
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GALLIPOLIS — While 
there are leaders aplenty 
throughout the U.S. and 
one might wonder how 
they took their first steps 
into the world of service, 
Gallipolis Community 
Leo Club members aren’t 
wondering. They’re 
doing.

“This group of 
students are deserving of 
recognition,” said Club 
Advisor Sandra Mayes. 
“They were recognized 
as first (place) as an 
Ohio Leo Club of the 
Year recently. They have 
to have at least one 
activity going on from 
month to month serving 
the community as well 
as others they fulfill 
throughout the year. 
These kids, young adults, 
do it and do it well and 
will continue doing it.”

The Leo Club takes 
part in a local Snack Pack 
program each month and 
makes grocery-sized bags 
of different food items for 
students at Guiding Hand 
in Gallipolis for students 
who might not be getting 
enough to eat. The club 
provides for around 30 
students and around 30 
students are part of the 
club.

The club consists of 
sophomores through 
seniors and started in 
summer of 2017.

Among its other 
activities, the group has 
gathered stuffed animals 
and handed them to 
children experiencing 
domestic violence 
challenges in families for 
comfort.

‘This year we had a 
surplus and we donated 
some to Holzer and 

Pleasant Valley pediatrics 
as well,” said Club 
President Derek Henry.

The club recently 
hosted a Cardboard 
City event to spread 
homelessness awareness 
and teamed with the 
River Valley Leo Club, 
Gallipolis Lion’s Club and 
Gallipolis Rotary Club. 
They built cardboard 
houses and raised funds 
and food to be sent 
to local food banks in 
Gallia. The group also 
volunteered to assist 
with February Night to 
Shine events at Elizabeth 
Chapel. Night to Shine 
was started by the Tim 
Tebow Foundation and 
provides an opportunity 
for individuals living 
alongside developmental 
disabilities to get an 
evening of special 
treatment while attending 
a prom.

Other initiatives led 
by the Leo Club include 
gathering socks to 
donate to local veterans 
and other necessities 
like toiletries. Students 
continue to work through 
fall and winter class 
periods with after-school 
programs by tutoring 
students. The group also 
gifted “blessing bags,” 
said members, to nurses 
at the Gallia Academy 
Middle School. The bags 
were described to be like 
the Snack Pack items but 
also included things such 
as clothing and other 
items other than food. 
The club also led service 
projects during the 
holiday season.

“It’s given me a lot 
more opportunities 
than what I thought 

would have given me,” 
said Henry about the 
club. “Through all the 
community service 
I’ve done through Leo 
Club, it’s given me a few 
scholarships for college.”

“It really gave me a 
chance to connect with 
people because I’ve made 
so many friends through 
Leo Club at other schools 
and there is a nice 
connection,” said Club 
Vice-President Sydney 
Crothers.

“It gave me an outlet 
to serve others more 
extensively other than 
just a random thing 
through church,” said 
Club Treasurer Elizabeth 
Hoover. “It opened up 
what we do to serve the 
community.”

“It’s gotten us to see 
other serving clubs too,” 
said Henry. “Like seeing 
what Rotary or River 
Valley do.”

The group has attended 
leadership conferences 
and met in Columbus as 
well as hosted their own.

“I’m proud of these 
young adults,” said 
Mayes. “They’re involved 
and they’re making 
a difference and we 
look forward to seeing 
the kinds of leaders 
they become in the 
community.”

“The whole goal was 
to have a mature setting 
for the young adults 
from 16 to 18 who are 
Leo Club members to 

feel like adults and learn 
about skills needed to 
be future leaders in the 
community,” said Mayes 
just after the Leo Club 
Leadership Conference 
in September last year. 
“Leo Club focuses 
on leadership, public 
speaking and how to plan 
events as well. Because, 
once students leave high 
school, it’s a job skill to 
be able to communicate 
and present yourself well. 
Many of them want to 
continue being part of the 
community, so getting 
the networking tentacles 
out and keeping contacts 
so when they want to 
come up with their own 
ideas as adults, they then 
can follow through and 
create events in town, 
hopefully.”

Dean Wright can be reached at 
740-446-2342, ext. 2103.
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John T. Wolfe-Chairman of Board

David Fox-Retired

Marvin T. Hill-Owner, Hill’s Classic Cars

S. Ray Karr-Owner, Kinsale Corp.

A. W. Nease-Retired

Roma Sayre-President, Home National Bank

Jennifer Sheets-Attorney-At-Law

Tim Baum-Owner, Baum Lumber

ROOTS & BRANCHES

Our roots are right here in this area. We’re local. Many of us were born and raised in the 
hometowns that we serve. Some places have local branches. We have local roots.

ROOTS & BRANCHES

HTS - 7  Newspaper Ad - Color  Hometown Spirit™ Bank ©Gary Michaels

Racine
740-949-2210 

Middleport
740-691-5131 

Syracuse
740-992-6333

www.homenatlbank.com
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Future leaders in Leo Club
By Dean Wright
deanwright@aimmediamidwest.com The good news is… 

A new generation of volunteers can be 
found in the Gallipolis Community 

Leo Club.

Gallipolis Community Leo Club members help with the local Snack 
Pack project.

Courtesy photos

Gallipolis Community Leo Club Officers (from left to right) 
Vice-President Sydney Crothers, Treasurer Elizabeth Hoover and 
Secretary Nicholas Sheets hold an award from the Ohio Senate 
honoring the club for outstanding achievement.

Leo Club Vice-President Sydney Crothers and President Derek Henry at a recent cardboard city event 
to raise awareness of homelessness.
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GALLIPOLIS — Often, the 
best gift you can give is your 
time.

When it comes to 
volunteering in Gallia County, 
though many names come to 
mind, one has stood the test 
of time, earning a perennial 
place on that list - Marianne 
Campbell.

“You can never ‘pay back’ 
but you can, and should, 
‘pay ahead,’” Campbell said. 
“Volunteering provides you 
with that opportunity.”

Campbell can often be found 
behind a desk 10 times larger 
than her small frame inside 
the Gallia County Chamber 
of Commerce building where 
she is a longtime, full-time, 
volunteer.

Campbell who turns 93 in 
July, owns her experience and 
her age.

“I’m proud of it…I’m not 
ashamed of it,” she said. “I 
don’t understand why women 
won’t tell their age.”

As people age, many attest 
they still see themselves as 
that younger person they 
have always known. When 
asked if this holds true for her, 
Campbell stated, “Yes, my body 
and my wrinkles deny that but 
my mental attitude is, yes.”

For Campbell, maintaining a 
positive attitude is at the center 
of her life and she has poured 
that life into volunteering.

To understand why she didn’t 
“stop” when she retired back in 
2002, a person need only look 
over her biography and the arc 
of a life still being lived.

Born Marianne Boggs in 
Pittsburgh, Pa., she graduated 
from the Pennsylvania College 
for Women (now Chatham 
University), earning a BA 
in Economics, History and 
Speech. Also, she graduated 
in piano from the Wickersham 
School of Music and studied 
violin at what is now Carnegie 
Mellon University, where 
she was a member of the 
orchestra. After graduating 
from the Pennsylvania College 
for Women she arrived 
in Gallipolis, the home of 
her mother, Guida Arista 
Harrington, where she made 
her permanent home.

An innovator when it came 
to breaking the norms of 
gender roles in the work place, 
Campbell was involved in the 
birth of radio station WJEH in 
1950, and later adding WJEH-
FM, and managing those 
stations until 1967. In 1953 she 
was involved in putting WLMJ 
on the air in Jackson, Ohio 
and in 1967 joined the AVCO 
Broadcasting Corporation 
in Cincinnati. While there, 
she was corporate director of 
community affairs for its seven 
radio and five TV stations, 
located between Washington, 
D.C. and San Francisco, Calif. 
Her responsibilities included 
community involvement of the 
12 stations, license renewals 
and legislative contracts.

When AVCO sold their 
stations in 1972, she returned 
to Gallipolis, joining Holzer 
Medical Center as it was 

preparing to open the then 
“new” hospital on Jackson 
Pike. There, she served as 
division director of community 
services until her retirement 
in 2002. In addition, she was 
executive vice president of 
the Holzer Foundation for Tri-
State Health Care, now the 
Holzer Heritage Foundation, 
the 501(c)(3), establishing 
it in 1978 and continuing in 
that role until 2002 when she 
retired.

However, people like 
Campbell do not retire, they 
simply change the way they 
drive to work. The next 
Monday, following her last 
day at Holzer, Campbell began 
her new career as a full-time 
volunteer at the Gallia County 
Chamber of Commerce, a role 
she has been in now for nearly 
17 years.

“Volunteering is what filled 

my life,” she said. “What was 
I going to do? I was 76 years 
old, I was not ready to retire, 
I’d always been outgoing and I 
wanted to work with people.”

Campbell insists no rocking 
chair was ever planned for her 
retirement. She even returned 
to her radio roots in 2005 
to host “Talk of the Town,” 
an informational talk and 
interview show on WJEH. The 
show hosts a variety of guests 
discussing issues important 
to Gallia, Meigs and Jackson 
counties in Ohio and Mason 
County in West Virginia.

“Everyday to go in and feel 
you are needed, that’s the 
important part,” she explained. 
“You are doing something, 
hopefully, that is beneficial 
to all concerned, including 
the community. I’ve always 
worked hard in the community 
and I believe in it. But it 

(volunteering) keeps your 
mind active. You have to keep 
your mind active and working. 
I’m not a rocking chair person. 
I’ve never taken naps in my 
life.”

Campbell conceded she has 
had to rest more as of late, due 
to an ongoing battle with lung 
cancer and the side effects of 
treatments. Never a smoker, 
nor was her late husband Bill, 
she ended up with an initial 

stage four diagnosis and has 
been fighting cancer for the 
last five years.

When asked how she reacts 
to bad news, particularly 
related to her health, she said, 
“I’m going to whip it (cancer). 
I cry a lot, I’m a very emotional 
person. (But) when he (the 
doctor) said that to me (the 
initial cancer diagnosis), I 

OH-70118963

740-446-3368
506 State Route 7 N
Gallipolis, OH 45631
Monday–Friday 9-5

Closed Saurday & Sunday

•Steel Beams •C-Channel •Angle
Flat Bar •Square Tubing

•Round Tubing •Square & Round 
Solids •Steel Plate & Sheet •Rebar 

•Aluminum •Stainless Steel
•Bolts/Nuts •Washers, Screws, 

Nails, Hardware, Etc. •Cutting Torch 
Supplies •Welding Supplies

•Grinding Wheels •Cut Off Blades 
•Gloves •Plumbing •Electrical •Tools

Sellers of
NEW & USED STEEL

L&S SALVAGE
LLC

Twin Oaks Convenience 
Store

34099 SR #7 • Pomeroy, Ohio
740-992-4250

Arthur Treachers
34099 SR #7 • Pomeroy, Ohio

740-992-4250

O
H

-7
01

17
47

0

Spend your time wisely, freely
By Beth Sergent
bsergent@aimmediamidwest.com

Beth Sergent | OVP
Pictured are Marianne Campbell in 2019 and Marianne Campbell in the 1950’s. 
The painting was made from her official broadcaster’s headshot when Campbell 
worked in radio.

Beth Sergent | OVP
Marianne Campbell sits alongside the 50th anniversary photo of herself and 
husband Bill, who she calls her greatest supporter.

Courtesy photo

Marianne Campbell with husband Bill at The Greenbrier.

Marianne Campbell with an arrangement of flowers recently presented for 
her volunteer work at Holzer Health System during National Volunteer Week. 
Campbell retired from Holzer in 2002 and, among other activities there, helped 
establish what is now the Holzer Heritage Foundation.

Beth Sergent | OVP

The good news is… 
Galia County has a friend, and a volunteer, in 

Marianne Campbell.

See TIME | 11

Beth Sergent | OVP

Jorma Kaukonen, far right, member of the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame, and John 
Hurlbut of Hurl and Friends, visit with Marianne Campbell of the French Art Colony 
at the Hot Summer Nights Concert Series in 2017. Campbell volunteers her time 
to assist the FAC and many other organizations in Gallia County, including being 
a full-time volunteer for the Gallia County Chamber of Commerce.
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RACINE — What 
began with a pair of 
$200 scholarships for the 
Southern High School 
Class of 1993 is nearing 
a total of $275,000 in 
scholarships for college-
bound graduates.

The Racine Area 
Community Organization 
(RACO) formed in the 
early 1990s, with the 
original community 
organization formed by 
Frank Cleland and his wife 
Delores, before formally 
becoming RACO in 1992 
under the leadership of 
Kathryn Hart. Hart was 
the organization’s only 
president until her passing 
in May 2017.

A graduate of Southern 
High School, Hart 
never had the chance to 
further her education 
and made it one of her 
missions to make sure 
that today’s youth had that 
opportunity. And, when 
they (the scholarship 
recipients) became 
successful in their own 
lives, they likewise give 
back to the students and 
community.

RACO’s journey has 
been just that.

While there are the 
RACO scholarships, 
which continue to be 
funded through semi-
annual yard sales, there 
are now several memorial 
scholarships and other 
scholarships which have 
been established through 
RACO.

Among the scholarships 
that have been presented 
over the years are the 
Kathryn Hart Memorial 
Scholarship; the Edison 
and Mabel Brace 
Memorial Scholarship 
(in memory of Kathryn’s 
parents); the Anderson 
and Eleanor Owens 
Educational Scholarship; 
the Jim Adams Memorial 
Scholarship; the Clarence 
and Ruth Bradford 
Memorial Scholarship; 
Racine Enginuity 
Scholarship; Vinas Lee 
Educational Scholarship; 
Jean Alkire Memorial 
Scholarship; Carl B. Weese 
Memorial Scholarship; 
Barney and Maxine Shain 
Memorial Scholarship; 
Frank Cleland Memorial 
Scholarship. The Cruisin’ 
Saturday Night Car Show 
Scholarship was included 
in the RACO Scholarships 
for its first few years, but 
has since begun handling 
the scholarship separately 
as it now awards to all 
three districts.

Each year a scholarship 
dinner is held as a time 
for the recipients to meet 
those who make the 
scholarships possible and 
for the RACO members 
and volunteers to learn 
a little more about the 
students they are helping.

Dale Hart, Kim Romine, 
Melanie Weese, Tonja 
Hunter and many others 
are working to keep 
RACO active in Racine 

and continue the legacy of 
Kathryn.

The yard sales continue 
for the scholarships — in 
fact the next one is set for 
May 7-9 at Star Mill Park 
— and an auction was 
recently held to benefit 
the scholarships. The yard 
sales are year-round work, 
from gathering items to 
pricing and finding a place 
to store them.

It is a community effort 
to make the sales happen, 
with many volunteers 
from the community, 
including the high school 
students, contributing 
time and energy.

While RACO may 
be best known for its 
scholarships — well, 
maybe other than it’s 
taco in a bag and lemon 
shakes — the organization 
provides much more to 
the Racine community.

If there is an activity 
going on at Star Mill Park 
you can bet that RACO is 
probably involved in some 
way.

RACO worked with 
the village of Racine and 
Mayor Scott Hill to assist 
with funding the two 
newest shelter houses in 
the park in recent years. 
They also assisted with 
playground equipment and 
restrooms at the park.

“It is nice to have a 
Mayor and town that 
works together to benefit 
the residents and the 
community,” said the 
RACO members.

When the village 
installed the new village 
entry signs, RACO funded 
one of the three signs. 
The organization also 
contributed to the Splash 
Pad to be built at Star Mill 
Park.

From sponsoring 
the Christmas Light 
Contest in the village to 
providing prize money 
for the Halloween Party 
at the Fire Station and 
the parades in the village, 
RACO is involved in many 
of the activities which take 

place in Racine.
RACO Games also take 

place as a fundraiser for 
the organization, with 
the money going toward 
projects such as park 
improvements.

Food drives are held 
twice a year to benefit a 
local food pantry, as well 
as contributions made to 
the Southern Elementary 
backpack food program. 
At Christmas time treats 
are taken to shut-ins and 
“Friends of RACO,” with 
the treat bags designed 
by Southern Elementary 
students and fruit 
purchased from the Racine 
Southern FFA.

RACO also helps with 
other areas of the school, 
including the band and 
sports teams.

There have been many 
other activities and 
contributions made over 
the years behind the 
scenes and out of the eye 
of the community.

It wasn’t about being 
recognized for what 
they were doing, but 
about helping those in 
need, explained Dale, 
mentioning several of 
the things that would 
take place to benefit the 
community, often without 
even some in the larger 
RACO group knowing.

“When it benefits 
Racine and the students, 
you want to give back,” 
said Dale.

Over the years RACO 
has had to change and 
evolve with the times, 
moving toward different 
projects and fundraisers 
than in the early years. 
For many years RACO 
worked the gates at the 
Meigs County Fair, which 
was a time for community 
service and community 
outreach. When there 
were events at the park, 
RACO used to set up a 
food booth with those 
“famous lemon shakes and 
taco in a bag.”

Now, RACO is involved 
with Racine’s annual Party 

in the Park, setting up a 
booth and holding prize 
drawings.

RACO is also looking 
toward the future with 
goals of how to make 
events such as the yard 
sales run smoother. That 
includes the possibility of 
a building where things 
can be stored after being 
collected, allowing for the 
items to be moved around 
less as storage is currently 
an issue.

RACO also recently 
became a 501c3 non-
profit, allowing for 
monetary donations to 
now be tax deductible.

Since its beginning, 
RACO has worked to be 
the “Heart of Racine” 
and continues in the role 
today.

Community members 
who support the vision 
are welcome, as well as 
supporters. The group 
has recently had some 
younger members join, as 

well as some high school 
teachers.

RACO’s meetings are 
held at 6:30 p.m. on the 
4th Tuesday of each 
month, except May and 
December, in the Kathryn 
Hart Community Center 
on the Southern Local 
School District campus. 
New members are always 
welcome, as well as 
volunteers.

Sarah Hawley is the managing editor 
of The Daily Sentinel.

RACO supports students, Racine community
By Sarah Hawley
shawley@aimmediamidwest.com

File photos
RACO Scholarship recipients from 2017, who were in attendance at the scholarship dinner, were (from 
left) Daniel Dunfee, Eli Hunter, Lucas Hunter, Katelyn Barton, Kamryn Smith, Marlee Maynard and 
Sierra Cleland. Each year the organization presents scholarships to Southern High School graduates.

RACO worked with the Village of Racine for the placement of a new 
shelter house at Star Mill Park. Pictured following the construction 
of the shelter in 2013 were Mel Weese and Kathryn Hart from 
RACO, Racine Mayor Scott Hill, Park Board representatives Dale 
Hart and John Hoback. RACO also worked with the village to build 
a second shelter house in 2014.

Among the scholarships presented each year is the Edison and Mabel Brace Memorial Scholarship, 
presented in memory of Kathryn Hart’s parents Edison and Mabel Brace. Receiving The Edison and 
Mabel Brace Memorial Scholarship in 2016, and pictured with Kathryn Hart, were Kalynn Seymour, 
Jansen Wolfe and Cameryn Harmon.

RACO officers can often be seen riding in the RACO Jeep in parades. Pictured during the 2016 Party 
in the Park Parade at Kathryn Hart, Mel Weese and Kim Romine.

The good news is… 
Nearing its third decade, RACO has 
supported the village of Racine, its 
residents and students at Southern 

High School.
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became furious. I said, ‘Well, I 
don’t care, I’m going to beat it’ 
and he looked at me and said 
‘you will.’ I’ve never cried one 
tear over the cancer. Not one. 
God as my witness.”

Embracing what is 
empowering to her, sadness is 
not an option.

“I refuse to be sad. There’s 
being lonely and being 
lonesome. I’ve never been 
lonely, I’ve been lonesome as 
far as when I lost Bill but that’s 

different than being lonely,” 
she said. “I have been so 
surrounded by friends. I’m so 
blessed in every way.”

Fighting an illness has taken 
some time away from her 
volunteering but she maintains 
her strong faith in God and 
said, “You have to think 
positive. Maintain your sense 
of humor and keep your mind 
active and occupied. I talk 
very strongly to myself but I’ve 
always been positive. I’m a Leo 
so I don’t give up.”

In addition to the Chamber, 
many local organizations 
have benefited from the fact 
Campbell refuses to give up 

and her shelves, and home, are 
full of awards and recognition 
from organizations like the 
French Art Colony, the Gallia 
Convention & Visitor’s 
Bureau, the Gallia County 
Health Department, the 
Holzer Heritage Foundation 
and many more. Beyond the 
borders of Gallia County, she 
has been inducted into the 
Ohio Women’s Hall of Fame 
by the late George Voinovich 
and last year, she received 
the Cornerstone Award for 
Communications from her alma 
mater, now Chatham University 
in Pittsburgh, during her 70th 
class reunion. The list goes on 

and in fact, those lists which 
now contain the names of 
several women behind her, 
began with Campbell.

When looking back over the 
accolades, including Sept. 1, 
2017 which was proclaimed 
Marianne Campbell Day in the 
city of Gallipolis, it is clear to 
Campbell, no one arrives at 
their destination alone.

“I’ve always said, I owe 
my success to three men, my 
father (William O. Boggs) who 
taught me everything, John 
E. Halliday who gave me the 
opportunity to be involved 
in starting his radio station 
when I was 23 in 1950, and to 

Bill Campbell, my wonderful 
husband who was my greatest 
supporter who I married in 
1950…without those three 
I never would have had my 
career.”

Beyond her career she has 
built her life on service and 
volunteerism which has in turn 
given back to her. Indeed, the 
greatest gift you can give, and 
receive, is your time.

“It gives me a reason to get 
up in the morning,” she said 
about volunteering. “You have 
to feel you’re needed.”

Beth Sergent is editor of Ohio Valley 
Publishing.

MASON — “Jesus said, 
‘Let the little children 
come to me, and do 
not hinder them, for 
the kingdom of heaven 
belongs to such as 
these.’” (Matthew 19:14 
NIV)

An average of 75 
children file into the 
gymnasium at New Haven 
Elementary School each 
Monday, their bodies full 
of pent-up energy after 
sitting for lessons the 
entire day.

But the volunteers of 
this after-school program 
don’t seem to mind the 
initial bedlam, for they 
are there to share the 
news – the Good News.

The Good News Club 
is a ministry of Child 
Evangelism Fellowship. 
The purpose of the club 
is to evangelize boys and 
girls with the Gospel of 
the Lord Jesus Christ 
and establish them in the 
Word of God and in a 
local church for Christian 
living, according to 
the Child Evangelism 
Fellowship website.

A quick snack brings 
the chaos back to order 
as the students fill the 
bleachers to hear a Bible 
story. Lew Nazarewycz, 
one of the 14 program 
volunteers, leads the 

lesson on Jesus growing 
up and how He did what 
pleased His father – God.

Beth Foreman, 
coordinator of the New 
Haven club, takes a 
minute to cheer the kids 
on, and reiterate common 
lessons that are being 
taught.

“What is sin?” she asks.
The answer comes 

quickly.
“Anything we think, 

say or do that makes God 
sad,” yell the children.

Before breaking into 
groups, the children, who 
only attend with parental 
permission, are asked if 
anyone wants to receive 
Jesus into their hearts 
on that day. Five raise 
their hands, and before a 
local pastor takes them 
from the room for further 
discussion, the entire 
group gives praise for 
them.

With color coded 
tags, children go to 
their groups, a rotation 
of a missions story and 
songs, Scripture memory 

verses, and a game 
review focusing on the 
lesson’s theme. The songs 
provide the students 
with a time of dancing 
and movement, as do 
the games. Children are 
given a memory verse 
each week, and the child 
who can recite the most 
throughout the year is 
presented a prize in May.

Before leaving for the 
day, the children are 
invited to place papers 
into the “God can.” The 
can is an empty decorated 
coffee container that 
holds the wishes, praises, 
and prayer requests of the 
students.

“We call it the ‘God 
can,’ because we know 
God can,” Foreman said 
following the meeting. 
“We teach them that God 
answers prayers in one of 
three ways: He says yes, 
no, or not right now, but 
in His timing.”

Foreman added New 
Haven is not the only 
school in which a Good 
News Club is located. In 

fact, Mason County is the 
only county in the state 
to have a club in every 
elementary school.

Started in New 
Haven as a ministry 
called “Seed,” children 
formerly were taken from 
the school to a nearby 
church for lunch and 
meetings. That practice 
was stopped, however, 
because students were 
not allowed to be taken 
off campus during the 
day. Because of a U.S. 
Supreme Court ruling, 
the clubs are now allowed 
in the public schools after 
hours. The New Haven 

club has met there for the 
past seven years.

Foreman said she 
is thankful for the 
encouragement from the 
school administrators 
and from the community. 
Donations keep the 
program running, and 
Foreman said every 
church in the area is 
involved in some way, 
from the volunteers to 
providing snacks and 
more.

The donations also 
provide for special 
events like the recent 
“Resurrection Party,” an 
Easter party that taught 

Jesus died on the cross 
for everyone to take away 
their sin. The children 
were treated to pizza, 
treat bags, and crafts.

The Good News Club 
continues into Point 
Pleasant High School 
and Hannan High School 
through the “J You 
Connection (JYC)” clubs. 
A JYC organization is 
presently being formed 
at Wahama High School 
to complete a program 
in every county school, 
Foreman concluded.

Mindy Kearns is a freelance writer 
for Ohio Valley Publishing.

From page 9

Time

By Mindy Kearns
Special to OVP

Sharing ‘the good news’
The good news is… 

There’s a Good News Club serving as a 
ministry of Child Evangelism Fellowship in 

Mason County.

Mindy Kearns | Courtesy photos

Beth Foreman, right, coordinator of the New Haven Good News Club, is pictured as she quizzes the children on recent Bible lessons taught at the after-school program. A Good News Club is now located at 
every elementary school in Mason County.

A small snack is served at the Good News Club meetings at New Haven Elementary School. The snacks are provided each week by local area churches.

Kim Litchfield, left, a Good News Club volunteer, is pictured as she teaches a missions lesson with 
the help of a student.
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GALLIPOLIS — A 
small, unassuming brick 
church sits alone among 
a parking lot at 48 Pine 
Street in Gallipolis and 
is passed by hundreds 
of vehicles a day. Inside 
though is the uniform of a 
Gallia Tuskegee Airman, 
shackles once used to 
hold humans captive 
among books and other 
artifacts dedicated to 
telling the tale of Gallia’s 
African American history.

“This is an opportunity 
for people in our area,” 
said Bobette Braxton 
of Gallipolis. “They 
know so little about the 
contributions of the black 
people of this area. John 
Gee, whoever heard of 
him? Robert Mitchell, 
whoever thought (he 
would lead a lawsuit) to 
integrate local schools?…
They don’t know 
those kinds of things. 
They don’t know how 
important history has 
been here in Gallipolis or 
how many black things 
have come to fruition…
Black businesses were 
flourishing here. Who 
would know that black 
people had their own 
fire department here in 
Gallipolis in the early 
20s?…For me, here at 
John Gee, it’s really 
important just for the 

history of Gallipolis 
alone.”

While objects and 
books can certainly tell 
stories, it isn’t quite the 
same as having a live 
human voice to guide 
and answer questions. 
Braxton has served as 
a board member and 
volunteer of the John 
Gee Black Historical 
Center since its inception 
in June 1998. In that 
time, she has educated 
hundreds of students and 
visitors, whether about 
early medicine utilized 
by African Americans in 
slavery or about an action 
forcing the integration of 
black and white students 
in 1918 from the Lincoln 
High School into Gallia 
Academy High School 
after a court order, nearly 
36 years before the U.S. 
Supreme Court declared 
segregated schools to be 
unconstitutional. The 
stories don’t stop
 there either.

According to Braxton, 
she joined the center 
when area historian 
Dorothy Casey, an 
original member of 
the John Gee African 
Methodist Episcopal 
Church, asked visitors 
at a birthday party if 
they would be interested 
in keeping the facility 
alive. Reportedly, the 
last few members of the 
church were considering 
a new future for it as 
the congregation had 
shrunk over time. After 
discussion and planning, 
the church became the 
new black historical 
society in June 1998 
with a mission to guard 
Gallia’s black history.

In 1818, the first 
African American Church 
in Gallia was established 
across the road from the 
current center location 
and called the Bethel 
Church. Once the original 
building had become 
dilapidated, area builder 

and landowner John Gee 
donated land across the 
street for a new church’s 
construction in 1895. 
The church was named 
the John Gee African 
American Methodist 
Episcopal Chapel after 
Gee died. Reportedly, 
church members 
were also part the 
Underground Railroad 
and assisted fugitive 
slaves on their road to 
freedom.

Braxton in the early 
60s moved from Gallia to 
Washington D.C. to work 
as one of the first African 
American secretaries 
with the FBI. She would 
eventually meet her 
husband Frank with 
whom she shared four 
boys. Her maiden name is 
Dexter. She is descended 

from Gallia’s Lee family.
She would eventually 

become part of 
the Department of 
Transportation’s Office 
of Civil Rights as a civil 
rights specialist and 
worked on civil rights 
acts in 1964 and 1968. 
After a little over 30 years 
in Washington D.C., she 
and her husband moved 
back to Gallia.

“I came out of the 
school system hearing 
about as much as 
anybody else did about 
black history and that 
‘You were slaves,’” said 
Braxton. “I found out 
by working at the civil 
rights office that we were 
more than slaves. We 
contributed greatly to the 
making of America and I 
caught fire in that office 

and worked on everything 
you could imagine in that 
office.”

These days the center’s 
membership has dwindled 
to nearly 40 members 
when at one time it had 
over 100. Braxton said 
volunteers are always 
welcome to assist the 
center as it is one of the 
last sanctuaries of Gallia 
history.

“It’s really something 
we need to keep alive,” 
said Braxton. “History 
shouldn’t just belong to 
historians.”

To contact the 
center and schedule an 
appointment for tours, 
contact 740-441-0999.

Dean Wright can be reached at 
740-446-2342, ext. 2103.
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Bossard Memorial Library
7 Spruce Street 

Gallipolis, OH 45631
(740) 446-7323

bossardlibrary.org 

Summer Reading Program
A Universe of Stories 

Please join us for our 2019 Summer Reading Program featuring the theme “A Universe 
of Stories.” Children, ages 2-12, and teens, ages 13-19, are encouraged to participate. 
Summer Reading sign-up begins on June 3. 

We will present Space Camp from 1-4 p.m. on Saturday, June 22 featuring the Cincinnati 
Museum Center and a mobile planetarium. Additional entertainment and activities have 
been planned. 

June 4
Teen Summer Club
2 p.m.

June 10
Mr. Puppet
10 a.m.

June 11
Teen Summer Club Movie Day
Interactive Ready Player One
2 p.m.

June 13
The Barker Farm
“Animals out of this World”
11 a.m.-2 p.m.

June 19
Tom Sparough Space Painter
11 a.m.

June 20
Mr. C 
“Learning Science is Fun”
2 p.m.

June 27
Teen Summer Club/
Tween Book Club
2 p.m.

July 11
Didgeridoo Down Under
11:30 a.m.

July 27
The Mastersons –
21st Century Magic
2 p.m.

For more information 
about the Summer 
Reading Program, please 
call (740) 446-7323 
or visit our website at 
bossardlibrary.org.

Other Summer Reading Program events include:

The good news is… 
The John Gee Black Historical Center 
remains a place to educate visitors on 

the history of African Americans in Gallia 
County. 

Keeping memory, and history, alive
Documenting the journey
By Dean Wright
deanwright@aimmedimidwest.com

 Photos by Dean Wright | OVP

Bobette Braxton holds an information display detailing Gallia history of the Underground Railroad.

The inside of the John Gee Black Historical Center and its exhibits.
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16-24 YEARS OLD?    IN NEED OF A JOB?

OhioMeansJobs® Gallia County 
offers a Summer Youth Program

REQUIREMENTS:

• 16-24 years old

•  If you are 18-24 years old, there must be a 
minor child in the home

• Meet 200% federal poverty level guidelines

• Be a Gallia County resident

BENEFITS:

• Gain valuable work experience

• Earn a paycheck

• Learn responsibility and work ethics

• Career awareness and exploration services

• Receive career knowledge for the future

Applications available at OhioMeansJobs Gallia County or any local high school.

EMPLOYERS!
• Do you need help with your business in the summer months?

• Would you like to see our county youth succeed?

• Would you like to invest in the youth of Gallia County?

Contact
: Gallia County

A proud partner of the 
American Job Center network

Workforce Employment & Training
740.446.3222 ext. 3381 (Employers Only)

MASON — When 
Sydnee Whaley had to 
choose a project for 
her senior capstone at 
Wahama High School, she 
knew she wanted to do 
something that involved 
children and music.

Meanwhile, Kimberly 
Bond, music teacher at 
New Haven Elementary, 

had already approached 
the school principal with 
a request for any leftover 
funds at the end of the 
year for a project of her 
own.

It seemed like fate 
when Bond received a 
text from Whaley, asking 
her to be her senior 
mentor and asking if 
there was anything she 
could do to help Bond’s 

music students.
After several months of 

meetings and planning, 
Whaley held a talent 
show at the elementary 
school. She recently 
presented proceeds from 
that show to help Bond 
achieve her project goal.

Nearly $300 was raised 
at the February show. 
The money will be used 
by Bond to purchase 
six ukuleles. Beginning 
next school year, those 
instruments will be 
among the ones used 

for fourth through sixth 
grade students, who will 
learn to play them in 
class.

Although Whaley wants 
to enter the medical field, 
her senior project was 
titled “Careers in Music.” 
An avid singer, Whaley 
began singing in public at 
the age of 10 in church. 
She was formerly in the 
New Haven Elementary 
School Chorus, as well as 
the chorus at Wahama. 
A participant in the high 
school dinner theatre, 
she was chosen for All-
State Choir, and has also 
performed the National 
Anthem at several 
ballgames.

Whaley said the one 
thing that she regrets is 
never learning to play an 
instrument. That regret is 
one reason that led her to 
the project.

The talent show itself 

was very successful, 
Whaley said. She added 
many of the acts came 
from the younger classes, 
with singers, and one 
very unique talent. 
One young boy, whose 
mother is a teacher at the 
school and whose father 
is a dedicated fireman, 
demonstrated how to 
save an infant from a 
burning building.

Whaley said all-in-all, 
the project taught her a 
lot. From having to speak 
in front of an audience, 
to the meetings, and 
preparing the permission 
slips and fliers, the 
process took several 
months.

The senior also spent 
her own money to give 
out prizes of gift cards to 
the talent show winners. 
First place received a $50 
gift card, second place 
received a $25 card, and 
third place received a $15 
card.

The highlight of the 
show for Whaley? A 
young girl, who placed 
second in the show, 
turned around a gave her 
gift card to a little boy 
who was crying because 
he didn’t win.

Paying it forward. 
That’s what it’s all about.

Mindy Kearns is a freelance writer 
for Ohio Valley Publishing.

The good news is… 
Thanks to proceeds from a talent show, 
students at New Haven Elementary will 

soon be able to learn a new instrument - 
ukulele.

‘Playing’ it forward
By Mindy Kearns
Special to OVP

Giving the gift of music

Mindy Kearns | Courtesy photosSydnee Whaley, right, is pictured with New Haven Elementary School Music Teacher Kimberly Bond, 
as they hold a ukulele that will be used as part of the music curriculum next year. A talent show was 
held by Whaley as part of her senior capstone at Wahama High School, which raised enough funds to 
purchase six of the instruments.

A talent show was held at New Haven Elementary School in February to help Wahama senior Sydnee 
Whaley raise funds for ukuleles for the music program at the elementary school. She is pictured at 
left, in back, with the show participants. (Photo courtesy of Sherill Hoffman).
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MIDDLEPORT — 
People enter the business 
world for a number 
of reasons and with a 
number of goals, all of 
which can lead to the 
ultimate success or failure 
of their dream.

Ben Nease purchased 
Bitanga’s Martial Arts 
Center in Middleport 
three years ago and has 
grown the business while 
giving back each step of 
the way.

“People have different 
goals,” explained Nease. 
“When I retire I want my 
legacy to be giving back 
and charity.”

“It (giving back) goes 
further than just the 
first person you help. 
It gives the mindset 
of strengthening 
the community and 
highlights the elements 
we may have forgot we 
had.”

Giving back is exactly 
what Nease and his 
approximately 130 
students have done in 
several ways in the past 
few years.

In the fall of 2017, 
Bitanga’s hosted the first 
Break-A-Thon, where 
participants received 
donations based on the 
number of boards they 
could break. The first 
year raised approximately 
$10,000 which went 
to the Meigs County 
Council on Aging for 
renovations at their future 
home, The Blakeslee 
Center.

The Break-A-Thon was 
organized to raise funds 
for something that the 
public could get behind, 
with the plans to make 

it an annual event, said 
Nease.

“It’s amazing how well 
it went together,” said 
Nease of the first event.

The second Break-
A-Thon took place in 
November 2018, doubling 
the total from the first 
year.

“Once we got the trust 
of the community after 

the first year it was a 
no-brainer for people 
to get on board for the 
second one,” said Nease.

With the event itself 
raising nearly $19,000, 
a few individuals and 
businesses came together 
in the days following 
to push the amount to 
$20,000.

Following the 

successful event, Nease 
had stated, “On Saturday, 
Nov. 3, hundreds of 

people came together to 
paint a perfect picture of 
the vision we all speak 

AEP-Mountaineer Plant
Aim Media

Allegheny Surveys
APG- Politech

Austin Electrical LLC
BB&T

Bob's Market & Greenhouses
Brad’s Heating & Air
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City National Bank
City of Pt. Pleasant
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Coffee Grinder

Crow Hussell Funeral Home
Edward Jones (Travis Willard)

ERA Town & Country Real Estate
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Farmers Bank Point Pleasant
Farm Credit

Four Seasons Florist
French City Homes

Fruth Pharmacy, Inc.
Garlow Insurance Agency, Inc.

Gregory, Paula
Handley Law Offi ce, PLLC

Hidden Valley Country Club
Holzer Health Systems

Homestead Realty
ICL-IP

Infi nity Tech Services
Jenkins/Fenstermaker, PLLC

Jim Butler, 14th District House of Del
Jim Lively Insurance, Inc.
Lakin Correctional Center

Lawn Mower King
McDonalds Restaurant

Mark Porter Chev, GMAC, Cadillac

Marshall University MOVC
Mason County Community Action Grp.

Mason County Ministerial Assoc.
Mason County Schools

Mattox Printing
Mid-Ohio Valley Regional Council

Moore, Woodrow
Nationwide Insurance

Ohio Valley Bank
Ohio Valley Supermarkets

Osmosis Marketing Solutions
Peoples Bank

Peoples Federal Credit Union
Petal Pushers Flowers

Pleasant Valley Hospital
Point Financial Services

Poor Boys Tires
Premier Storage Solutions, LLC
Reliant Drug Testing Solutions

Riverside Golf Club, Inc
Siders Jewelers

Smith Chevrolet, Inc.
State Farm Insurance

Subway
Tarr Holdings LLC

Thomas Do It Center
Thompson’s

Travel Time Tours
Trenton Stover, CPA
Tudor’s Biscuit World

Tuscany Cuccini 
WBYG Big Country 99.5

Walker, Richard CPA
Wilcoxen Funeral Home
Willa’s Bible Book Store

Williamson, Lannes
Workforce Development Board

WV State Farm Museum

Meet Your Local Merchants Meet the Board of Directors

Working Together for a Brighter Future
Anna Barnitz

Jim Butler
Scarlett Enos
Brian Mabe
Kevin Nott 

Mario Liberatore

Beckie Lambert
Valerie Johnson
Brian Billings
Larry Jones

Mark Groves 
Jimmy Sayre

305 Main Street • Point Pleasant, WV 25550
Phone: 304-675-1050 • Fax: 304-675-1601 • www.masoncountychamber.org

Mason County Chamber Economic 
Development & Community Support Fund:
� e Mason Co. Chamber is focusing its 2018 e� orts 
on establishing a long-term endowment fund for 
both business economic development & general 
community support.
*� is fund will allow businesses located in Mason 
Co. to apply for and receive grant funding for a 
variety of economic development-focused initiatives.
Mason County Chamber 
Community Foundation Scholarship Fund:
*For the building of permanent, dedicated funds 
to bene� t Mason County residents in the area of 
education. � e Chamber awards a scholarship 
annually to each of the Mason County High Schools  
(Hannan, Point Pleasant and Wahama). 
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The good news is… 
Bitanga’s Martial Arts Center in 

Middleport is making, and supporting, its 
home on the “T.”

‘On board’ with supporting the community
By Sarah Hawley
shawley@aimmediamidwest.com

File photo
Students and instructors from Bitanga’s Martial Arts Center took 
part in the Break-A-Thon in November, the second year for the 
event.

Courtesy of Ben Nease
Break-A-Thon participants are pictured with representatives from the Meigs County Council on Aging 
following the 2018 Break-A-Thon.

Courtesy of Ben Nease
Bitanga’s recently hosted Girl’s Night Out as part of the April activities geared toward female 
empowerment.

See BITANGA | 15
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of. Where people of all 
ages had fun together and 
worked towards a noble 
cause without having 
to identify what makes 
them different from each 
other. In doing so they 
raised over $18,000. 
This kind of connectivity 
is an essential element 
that most communities 
around our country are 
in need of today. For this 
reason, Bitanga’s Martial 
Arts Center proudly 
continues to support the 
vision.”

Planning will soon 
begin for the third Break-
A-Thon event.

“We are happy to keep 
it going,” said Nease of 
continuing the Break-A-
Thon each year.

The third annual Break-
A-Thon will be held on 
Nov. 2. It is tentatively 
planned to be held at 
The Blakesleee Center. 
As was the case last 
year, a craft show and 
other activities are being 
planned in conjunction 
with the event. The exact 
plans for who the funds 
will go toward from this 
year’s event is still being 
finalized, but Nease said 
one idea is a “Save the 
Music” type program, 
with the money going 
to local school music 
programs.

In addition to the 
Break-A-Thon, other 
events, programs and 
fundraisers take place 

through the year with 
the goal of benefiting the 
community.

April at Bitanga’s is 
Female Empowerment 
Month with a theme of 
proving that confidence 
can be a reality for 
everyone. This is the 
second year for the 
Female Empowerment 
Month to be held.

Shirts are being sold 
with the proceeds going 
to Serenity House, the 
women’s shelter in Gallia 
County which serves 
Meigs County residents.

“We want to counteract 
the false concept that 
this is just for males,” 
said Nease. Special 
promotions were offered 
for women and girls 
during the month, as 
well as a Girl’s Night Out 
event and a Self Defense 
Class.

The Girl’s Night 
Out event allowed the 
participants to work 
together to create a story 
line and film a video as 
part of the activities.

The self defense class 
is offered a couple times 
per year, with the one 
held in April offered 
free to teachers in the 
area. Nease said if there 
are groups interested in 
having a self defense class 
there is the availability to 
reserve a class for groups 
of 10 to 30 people.

Bitanga’s participants 
recently took part in 
the Arnold Classic, 
with each of the eight 
team members placing. 
Bitanga’s plans to host its 
own tournament on July 

13.
A Summer Bash 

community event is also 
being planned for the 
second straight year, 
to be held on June 29 
on the front lawn of 
the new senior center 
in Middleport. The 
event will include a 
ninja warrior course, 
demonstrations, a 
barbecue and other 
activities.

Nease explained 
that events such as the 
Summer Bash and the 
tournament are important 
to help strengthen the 

community and bring 
people together for 
positive, family-friendly 
events.

An event is also being 
planned for late in 2019 
to show appreciation for 
the community partners 
who help to make things 
a success.

“When you listen 
to all the negative 
perceptions and then 
when the community 
comes together to raise 
$20,000 it defies popular 
belief,” said Nease of 
bringing the community 
together for more 

positive interactions and 
activities.

So what’s next on the 
horizon for Bitanga’s 
— renovations to the 
facility and looking at the 
possibility of expanding.

“This is the only ‘T’ in 
the county and it’s not as 
defined as it was,” said 
Nease looking outside 
the center. He explained 
that he hopes to move 

toward reinventing and 
revitalizing the “T” as 
part of the village.

Nease and Bitanga’s 
is also part of the newly 
formed Middleport 
Business Association 
which is working to 
benefit the community 
and businesses in the 
village of Middleport.

Sarah Hawley is the managing 
editor of The Daily Sentinel.

OH-70118340

Life • Health • Business • Boats
Classic Cars • RV • Farm Insurance 

$$ * 401K * IRAs * 529 Plans * $$
*Securities o� ered through Farmers Financial Solutions, LLC/ Member FINRA & SIPC

740-446-4677
www.farmersagent.com/lcarmichael

The Carmichael Agency
Your source for:

      Auto         Home         Farm

O
H

-7
01

18
96

7

Clinic Hours:
BY APPOINTMENT

Monday: 8am to 6pm
Tuesday: 8am to 6pm

Wednesday: 8am to 6pm
Thursday: 8am to 5pm

Friday: 8am to 5pm
Saturday: 8am to noon

Surgeries: Monday thru Friday

1520 OH-160, Gallipolis, OH 45631
(740) 446-9752

 The entire sta�  at RiverBend Animal Clinic is dedicated to providing the highest quality 
medical and surgical care to our patients, and the best possible service to our clients.
 We treat your pets as if they were our own, with special attention and personalized care. 
We hold ourselves to the highest standards in professional care, because we feel that is what you 
and your pet deserve. We appreciate the trust you show in allowing us to care for your family’s pets. 
If you are searching for veterinary service we hope the information here will help you in choosing a 
clinic. For our current clients, you can keep up to date on new products and services and maybe get 
to know us a little better.

Courtesy of Ben Nease
T-shirts are currently on sale with the proceeds benefiting 
Serenity House.

Courtesy of Ben Nease
Samuel Arnold, who earned 1st place in sparring, is pictured with 
Bitanga’s owner Ben Nease at the Arnold Classic.

File photo
Bitanga’s Martial Arts Center owner Ben Nease (left) breaks a board at the Break-A-Thon.

From page 14

Bitanga
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MEIGS COUNTY BOARD OF DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES
1310 Carleton Street • Syracuse, Ohio 45779 • 740.992-6681

mcbdd@suddenlinkmail.com • www.meigscbdd.org

The Meigs County Board of Developmental Disabilities 
held a Wellness and Health Fair in March to celebrate 
Developmental Disabilities Awareness Month. Ten 
agencies participated in the event that was open to the 
public. Adults and children visited various event tables 
to learn about applying for a library card at the Meigs 
County Library, ways to make healthy snacks from 
the Meigs County Extension Offi ce, how to apply for 
employment at the Opportunities for Ohioans with 
Disabilities table, having their vision screened by the 
Carleton School nurse, making a photo ID with the 
Meigs County Sheriff staff and gathering free give-
aways like a Dr. Seuss book from Early Intervention. 
Toothbrushes and ice packs were popular with kids 
and adults at the Hopewell Dental and Behavioral 
Health Clinic table. Kids also strolled over to the 
Carleton School refreshment table and participated 
in making a yummy treat, “Ants on a Log” before 

stopping by to visit with “Halle”, the Pet Therapy dog. 
Individuals over the age of 18 took advantage of free health screenings such as blood 

sugar, cholesterol testing and blood pressure checks at the Holzer Clinic table. Individuals  could also gather 
information on various programs at the Meigs County Health Department table. Thank you to all the agencies 
and individuals that came out to support the Wellness Fair! The event was a HUGE SUCCESS! PICTURED: 
Preschool student Emerson, who is anxiously awaiting her photo ID from the Meigs County Sheriff’s Department.

The Meigs County Board of Developmental Disabilities 
held a Wellness and Health Fair in March to celebrate 
Developmental Disabilities Awareness Month. Ten 
agencies participated in the event that was open to the 
public. Adults and children visited various event tables 
to learn about applying for a library card at the Meigs 
County Library, ways to make healthy snacks from 
the Meigs County Extension Offi ce, how to apply for 
employment at the Opportunities for Ohioans with 
Disabilities table, having their vision screened by the 
Carleton School nurse, making a photo ID with the 
Meigs County Sheriff staff and gathering free give-
aways like a Dr. Seuss book from Early Intervention. 
Toothbrushes and ice packs were popular with kids 
and adults at the Hopewell Dental and Behavioral 
Health Clinic table. Kids also strolled over to the 
Carleton School refreshment table and participated 
in making a yummy treat, “Ants on a Log” before 

stopping by to visit with “Halle”, the Pet Therapy dog. 
Individuals over the age of 18 took advantage of free health screenings such as blood 

Preschool student Emerson, who is anxiously awaiting her photo ID from the Meigs County Sheriff’s Department.

38 adults and student athletes 
registered for the Special Olympics 
regional games. 19 athletes partic-
ipated at the State Summer Games 
in Columbus, Ohio.

This past summer Carleton 
School was pleased to partner 
with area businesses and 
agencies to provide their 
fi rst Summer Employment 
Training Program. Transition 
students age 18 and older 
had hands-on training at job 
sites within the community, 
as well as receive soft skills 
training via the “Skills to Pay 
the Bills” curriculum. The 
goal is to build partnerships, 
training opportunities, and the 
employment outlook for stu-

dents who are nearing adulthood. Area businesses that partnered 
with Carleton School were The Meigs County Canine Rescue and 
Adoption Center. Meigs County Health Department, Meigs County 
District Public Library, Village of Middleport and the Wild Horse 
Café. Christian (pictured) participated in the “Skills to Pay the Bills” 
curriculum by creating a grocery list that stays within his budget, 
shopping for the items at Save-A-Lot grocery store and then pur-
chasing the groceries.

First responders from Meigs County brought their helicopter to help 
students learn about safety in our community. Pictured are several 
preschool students from Carleton School.

Dr. Hunter volunteers to 
complete physicals for Special 

Olympics athletes from the 
Meigs Magic Team. Approxi-

mately 40 athletes participate 
in the Special Olympics 

program each year.

Students celebrated local Veterans from 
VFW Post 9053. The Veterans were 
presented with cards and pictures.

RIGHT: Veterans with preschool stu-
dents Liam, Prestyn, Dalton, Emmery, 
Morgan, Brody, Eli, Hunter, Peyton, 
Sophie and Reece.

BELOW: Preschool student, 
Morgan, starting the Veterans’ 
presentation by saying “The Pledge 
of Allegiance.”

LEFT: The Veterans’ 
“Wall of Honor” 
celebrating the many 
veterans who are 
friends and families 
of staff.

Students celebrated local Veterans from Students celebrated local Veterans from 
VFW Post 9053. The Veterans were 
presented with cards and pictures.

RIGHT: Veterans with preschool stu-
dents Liam, Prestyn, Dalton, Emmery, 
Morgan, Brody, Eli, Hunter, Peyton, 

presentation by saying “The Pledge 

RIGHT: Dylan, from the Intermediate 
classroom, is tasting a snack he 
helped prepare with his classmates. 
“The Food Group Friend” curricu-
lum, through the Meigs County Ex-
tension Offi ce, SNAP-ED Program, 
is helping introduce students to 
healthy snacks. 

BELOW: Intermediate students 
(pictured) are attentively listen-
ing to Nancy (from the Meigs 
County Extension Offi ce) read 
a book on healthy nutrition. 
(Pictured below) Transition 
student, Frankie, along with 
Nancy and Molly are working on the “Discover My 
Plate” nutrition education curriculum workbook.

LEFT: Students were recently visited by “Comfort 
Dog Halle”. Halle is a 6½ year old blonde Golden 
Retriever who has been visiting Carleton School 
for several years. Halle has been through 
obedience training and recently was certifi ed 
through the Alliance of Therapy Dogs as a Pet 
Therapy Dog. Halle belongs to Steve Trotta, 
who is a Physical Therapist at Ohio University. 
Pictured with Halle are preschool student 
Lincoln and classroom assistant Dawna.

RIGHT: Carleton School recently purchased a photo screening 
digital device called a SPOT Vision Screener to objectively 
check for vision problems. The photo screener is like a large 
camera that takes a picture of the child’s eyes, and along 
with the infrared measurements SPOT can detect a number 
of potential eye conditions from age 6 months to 100 years 
old. Pictured are preschool student Oliver and Carleton 
School nurse, Sandy.
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MEIGS COUNTY — Each of 
the three elementary schools in 
Meigs County are working to 
fight childhood hunger — one 
food pack at a time.

According to the campaign 
No Kid Hungry, one in six 
children in the United States 
faces hunger. Going to school 
hungry can hinder a child’s 
ability to learn and concentrate, 
as well as decrease attendance.

The elementary schools 
send home bags of food over 
the weekend to supply at-risk 
students something to eat. 
Although they have different 
plans and programs, each 
school is doing what they can 
to help fight hunger.

At Eastern Elementary, 
counselor Sara Will has 
organized the Eagle Pack 
program for six years. Students 
who qualify for free or reduced 
lunch are eligible to receive one 
pack per month if they fill out a 
separate application.

“We try to do the last 
weekend, unless we know 
there’s going to be projected 
snow days, then we might send 
it a week early if we know the 
kids are going to be off for a 
few days,” Will said. “The idea 
is that it’s two breakfasts, two 
lunches and two dinners.”

Eagle Packs contain peanut 
butter, macaroni and cheese 
cups, a Chef Boyardee 
meal, breakfast bars, juice, 
applesauce, fruit snacks, 
crackers, and so on. Around 90 
students receive an Eagle Pack 
every month.

Meigs Elementary’s program 
is run by a volunteer, Julie 
Howard, and is organized by 
the national program Blessings 
in a Backpack. The national 
program requires each pack to 
cost between $2.10 and $2.60. 
All funds Howard receives 
are sent to Blessings in a 
Backpack, which manages the 
legal and accounting aspects, 
and are reserved to be used for 
Meigs Local students.

Howard and other volunteers 
have packed bags every 
Thursday evening at the 
elementary school for seven 
years. They pack 273 every 
week. Like Eastern Elementary, 

students are required to 
qualify for free or reduced 
lunch to receive a Blessings 
in a Backpack. However, all 
students at Meigs Local receive 
free or reduced lunch and 
therefore qualify for Blessings, 
according to Howard.

Howard said each bag is 
packed with six or seven items, 
depending on the week. Usually 
one meal item is included and 
then snacks, such as popcorn, 
oatmeal, crackers and other 
treats.

“They have to be items that 
the kids can easily prepare or 
not prepare at all,” Howard 
said. “So, we realize some of 
our kids might not be able to 
prepare macaroni and cheese, 
but we feel like it’s a simple 
item to prepare for most 
people.”

At Southern Elementary, 
counselor Andrea Wiseman 
packs 100 food bags each week 
to send with students and 
has done so for three years. 
There’s no set qualifications 
for students to be eligible to 
receive a food pack. Instead, 
Wiseman and the elementary 
teachers select children from 

preschool to sixth grade who 
they think might be at-risk 
for hunger or would benefit 
from having extra food on the 
weekends.

Each pack is filled with six 
items that are more snack-like 
foods. Wiseman said with 
past donations she was able to 
provide more heartier foods, 
such as oatmeal or macaroni 
and cheese, but any food she 
can give the students will help.

The three elementary schools 
are supported and funded 
differently, however, they all 
have a common factor — local 
churches and individuals in 
Meigs County. Will, Howard, 
and Wiseman all credit the 
churches throughout the area 
for supporting their food pack 
programs. Some churches 
bring food donations, some 
bring monetary donations, and 
the Meigs County Cooperative 
Parish donates food for several 
packs.

Will said one year around the 
holidays, someone at Eastern 
Elementary knew a friend who 
owned a bread shop. They 
wanted to donate some loaves 
to add some substance to the 

packs, but they didn’t know 
how many students would get a 
pack or how many loaves they 
would have to give. Will told 
them she would take what they 
had.

“That year, I remember the 
number, we had 82 packs,” 
Will said. “And when the bread 
came there were 82 loaves of 
bread — exactly.” Will doesn’t 
think that is just a coincidence.

At Eastern, the school 
resource officer, Deputy 
Joseph Barnhart helps pack 
and distribute the bags every 
month.

“What I used to do prior 
to this, I saw firsthand how 
many kids would not have 
food,” Barnhart said. “The 
meal they have here at school 
— the breakfast and lunch — 

might be the only meal they’re 
getting. That’s the sad part.”

These volunteers simply 
work to ensure the children 
they care for five days a week 
have food for seven days.

“It’s so important, especially 
giving it to them on Fridays,” 
Wiseman said. “For a lot of our 
kids, we know they don’t get 
anything throughout the week, 
let alone on weekends.”

“No matter how you look at 
it, and no matter how you want 
to judge it on how the kids 
use the food or if the parents 
do whatever, the bottom line 
is this helps kids feel better,” 
Howard said. “It helps them 
not be hungry if they are at 
risk.”

Kayla Hawthorne is a freelance writer for 
Ohio Valley Publishing.

River Recreation  
FestivalGallipolis

July 3rd and July 4th
Gallipolis City Park gallipolisriverrec.com
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DAVE’S SUPREME AUTO SALES, LLC

740-446-4400
1393 Jackson Pike • Gallipolis, Ohio

 www.davessupremeautosalesoh.com

Good Cars for Good People

Fighting hunger one food pack at a time
By Kayla Hawthorne
Special to OVP

Items such as macaroni and cheese, apple sauce and peanut butter are placed in 
the Eagle Pack bags at Eastern Elementary.

Volunteers pack the food bags to go home with students at Meigs Elementary.

Apple sauce, fruit cups, peanut butter crackers and many other items are sent home with students 
at Southern Elementary.

Kayla Hawthorne | Courtesy Photos

The shelves at Eastern Elementary are lined with items to go home with students.

Bags are prepared each week to go home with students at Meigs Elementary.

The good news is… 
Volunteers throughout schools in Meigs County 

work to ensure the children they care for five days 
a week, have food for the entire week.
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POINT PLEASANT, 
W.Va. — Altruism is a 
trait not all possess, but 
when individuals do have 
this quality the world 
becomes just a little 
brighter.

Last school year at 
Point Pleasant Junior/
Senior High School (PPJ/
SHS), Cheryl Lyons, 
PPJ/SHS interpreter 
and Junior Civitan Club 
supervisor, decided to 
start a club with the 
main purpose being 
for members to bestow 
random acts of kindness 
onto others.

Five students joined, 
eager to help others 
within their school 
community. This year, the 
member count doubled to 
10 to spread double the 
kindness.

“We do a lot of little 
random acts of kindness,” 
said Lyons. “We have a 
lot of clubs that go out 
and do things in the 
community for the school, 
we did not have a lot of 
clubs that taught these 
kids to give and work in 
the community and give 
to the community and 
not expect anything in 
return…these are kids 
that do work and offer 
their time because they 
want to and they want 
to make a difference in 
our community and in 
our schools and they 
don’t expect anything in 
return. They are doing it 

out of kindness, a lot of 
these kids are active in 
churches and other areas, 
these are some of the 
most selfless kids we have 
in this school.”

Though all of the club 
members so far have been 
juniors and seniors, any 
student in ninth-twelfth 
grades can join.

One of the biggest 
school-wide projects the 
club is involved with 
is the clothing pantry. 
Lyons shared, with the 
start of this club, the 
clothing pantry was able 
to become a reality.

Club President Levi 
Mitchell said, “Our 
club is to kind of help 
whoever needs clothes, 
maybe you need food, or 
you’re just struggling at 
home maybe, we come to 
Cheryl, she’s the head girl 
over all of it and we just 
kind of help you…so we 
help anyone who needs 
help when it comes to 
food and clothing.”

“Point Pleasant is 
such a small town, so 
I think it’s important 
for us to help people in 
our community like the 
people in our school 
because we see these kids 
every single day and it’s 
nice just to be able to 
help them out,” added 
Club Vice President 
Kasey Lyons.

Mitchell explained if 
a student is a need of 
a clothing item(s), say 
dress code is violated or 
an item of clothing was 

soiled for some reason, 
the student can come into 
the clothing closet and 
get an item(s), so they do 
not have to go all the way 
home from school and 
return again.

This year, the club has 
gathered prom supplies 
through donations 
for students in need 
including dresses, vests, 
ties, shoes, makeup, 
necklaces, and various 
other prom accessories 
and necessities. The 
members want anyone 
and everyone to be able 
to attend prom no matter 
their means.

“Prom is a really fun 

event that most people 
look forward to their 
junior and senior year 
and we don’t want anyone 
to be worried about, we 
don’t want anyone to miss 
out on that opportunity 
just because they don’t 
have a dress or shoes to 
wear or something,” said 
Kasey. “So we all came 
together and we have 
dresses outside and we 
got a lot of donations in 
the community and we 
also have makeup, shoes 
and just stuff for them to 
wear to prom.”

Throughout the year, 
the members come up 
with little ways to make 

their school a better 
place. For a way to show 
teacher appreciation, 
during the beginning of 
the school year, all the 
staff members were given 
“encourage-mints” and 
last school year certain 
teachers were selected 

for the club’s “mug a 
teacher” activity where 
the teachers who were 
mugged were given a 
special mug filled with 
tea. Also, members will 
donate some of their 
collected clothing items 

2150 Eastern Ave.
Gallipolis, OH 45631

(740) 446-9777

Hours of Operation
Monday-Friday 8:00-4:30 • Saturday 8:00-12:00
Sunday CLOSED

We off er sales, service, and parts for Massey Ferguson and much more. 
We also stock a large inventory of used farm tractors and equipment.

Financing Available

2150 Eastern Ave
Gallipolis, OH 45631 Manufacturer 

of Pro Haul 
Trailers

Complete Line of Light and Heavy Duty Truck Parts Chrome Accessories

(740)446-0351

The good news is… 
Kindness is alive and well at Point 

Pleasant Junior/Senior High School.

Offering a helping hand to all in need
By Erin Perkins
eperkins@aimmediamidwest.com

Junior Civitan Club at PPJ/SHS

Photos by Erin Perkins | OVP

Kasey Lyons and Levi Mitchell sorting clothing items in the 
clothing and food pantry at PPJ/SHS.

Chelsea Hall and Levi Mitchell sorting through clothing and 
hanging them up, so the items will be easy find.

Junior Civitan Club members pictured with prom supplies their clothing pantry is offering to their fellow students at PPJ/SHS. Those pictured are, from left, Chelsea Hall, Kassidy Jordan, Leann Dalton, 
Kelsa Glover, Kasey Lyons, and Levi Mitchell.

See CIVITAN CLUB | 19
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GALLIPOLIS — Gallia 
residents are known to 
reach out to their fellow 
neighbors when help is 
needed. Some do this 
through food donations, 
others through clothes or 
supplies. Charlene Carter 
does all those things but 
she’s taken steps to give 
back to the community a 
little differently.

“I started the 
consignment shop out of 
the need to earn a living,” 
said Carter, the former 
proprietor of Buckeye 
Vine at 241 Third Avenue 
in Gallipolis. “I had 
things and materials 
that we weren’t selling 
or maybe they didn’t 
sell and people didn’t 
want the things back 
so I started putting the 
things outside in a box 
and letting people carry 
them away for free. As 
people started coming, 
we started noticing how 
many children were 
coming. My customers 
are caring people. We 
noticed some had holes in 
their shoes so we started 
trying to meet the needs 
of them.”

Carter said she and 
her colleagues would 
take clothes home for 
the children and clean or 
press them in times of 
school dances or other 
such activities.

“The kids would 
open up as to what they 
needed and we would 
try to see they had it,” 
said Carter. “A lot of 
times we wouldn’t see the 
parents. It’s a hard thing 
to approach.”

She noted that many 
of the children were from 
the downtown Gallipolis 
area.

“They found out we 
were giving out candy 
and a couple little boys 

came in to get candy 
and they saw my lunch 
sitting there and instead 
they asked what that was 
and wanted it instead,” 
said Carter. “We started 
keeping food behind the 
counter and eventually 
we put a food pantry out 
front. Customers and 
churches donated and the 
community really stepped 
up and word got out. Our 
community will step up. 
We have a whole town of 
heroes in my opinion.”

Carter had her store 
for 12 years, two spent 
on Second Avenue and 
the last 10 spent on Third 
Avenue. The owner of the 
Third Avenue location 
where Carter’s store sat 
reportedly has plans for 
the location, said Carter, 
and she decided it was 
recently a good time to 
retire her store.

She is, however, 
currently looking for a 
location to continue her 
bike repair project.

“I decided to start my 
retirement and to try 
other avenues to continue 
the charity work,” she 
said.

“The bike project 
started out of a basic 
need,” Carter continued 
about a bike donation 
project executed in spring 
of last year. “One of my 
customers had come 
by with a couple bikes 
they had outgrown and 
they said we should give 
them to somebody. Two 
little boys came in and 
I told them somebody 
is bringing some bikes 

by I can give you. I saw 
them playing with an 
old skateboard…It was 
about a week later they 
brought the bikes. In 
the meantime, the boys 
had gone out and told 
kids that I was going to 
have bikes so a bunch 
of them came and were 
asking if we’d have any. 
Some of the customers 
in there and myself were 
thinking how were we 
going to get them bikes. 
We started brainstorming 
and people donated bikes. 
I called O’Dell Lumber 
and they gave us cost on 
parts. We solicited some 
from businesses that we 
needed money for parts 
and they donated money 
to the bike account.”

Ohio Valley Bank 
reportedly utilized trucks 
to help transport bikes. 
The Gallia Sheriff’s Office 
and Gallia Work Release 
Center approved labor to 
help repair the bikes.

“When they came back 
we passed them out,” 
said Carter. “They didn’t 
have to be perfect. We 
even gave one boy a bike 
and he got himself a job 
at the county garage. 
His grandmother called 
saying they didn’t have a 
car but asked did we have 
a bike. So, we got him 
a bike and he road it all 
summer long out to his 
job. It was a little bit of 
everybody.”

Carter gave away a 
number of bikes with 
helpers at the Gallia 
Citizens for Prevention 
and Recovery Carnival of 

Hope last year.
“We told a lot of the 

kids who got them that 
we were going to do 
that event and wanted 
them to come and check 
with their parents,” said 
Carter. “Anyway, they 
wanted to help. They 
met me at the store and 
we rolled over 26 or 27 
bikes. I got there that 
morning about an hour 
early and there were 
about five or six of them 
there waiting…They all 

wheeled the bikes over 
there. Jennifer and Marlin 
Griffin helped us with 
that…We had many who 
helped with that.”

Carter said she 
wanted to find ways to 
encourage children in the 
community to have more 
positive interactions 
with police because she 
said they reacted happily 
when appreciation was 
given by the Gallia 
Sheriff’s Office for their 
efforts in helping move 

the bikes at the carnival 
event.

“We want these kids to 
feel like they can be all 
kinds of things and have 
a great life,” said Carter. 
“Our main message is 
just don’t choose drugs. 
You can be anything, just 
don’t do that.”

To total, the bike repair 
project gave away around 
137 bikes.

Dean Wright can be reached at 
740-446-2342, ext. 2103.
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Oil and Gas Wells Drilling and Operation

Spencer R. Carpenter
Vice President

James E. Diddle 
President

J.D. Drilling Company
P.O. Box 369, Racine, OH 45771

740-949-2512

JD INJECTION
 SPECIALISTS, LLC

James E. Diddle 
Jdiddle@Jdinjectionspecialists.com

President/Owner

740-949-2512 Post O�  ce Box 369 
Racine, Ohio 45771
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9 634 E. Main Street  Pomeroy, Ohio  

740-992-5500

DETTWILLER LUMBER Invites you to stop by and help us celebrate our

GRAND RE-OPENING EVENT
Saturday May 11th  

Hog Roast  11am-2pm
Sign up for door prizes!!

The good news is… 
When one hometown hero in Gallia County 
has an idea to help others, many more step 

up to lend a hand.

The Junior Civitan Club members make sure to keep their clothing pantry organized.

Community steps up to roll out
By Dean Wright
deanwright@aimmediamidwest.com

Dean Wright | OVP

Charlene Carter once owned Buckeye Vine Consignment Shop and looks to continue efforts repairing 
bicycles for area children. Carter, pictured here, is holding a special proclamation declaring her a 
“Hometown Hero.”

to goodwill.
Looking into upcoming projects, once 

the weather improves, the students will 
be planting a flower garden outside the 
school.

Though all the members have 
their personal reasons for joining, a 
consensus resounds — to help their 
fellow man.

Club Secretary Kassidy Jordan said, 
“I think it’s an important organization 
to be involved in.”

“We have a lot of organizations at 
this school and community service is a 
part of each of them, but they all have 
another main focus. We didn’t have an 
organization whose primary focus that 
was just community service and I think 
that is a really important thing to be 
involved in and participate in,” added 
Kasey.

Club Treasurer Leann Dalton said, 
“I just like helping those in need who 
don’t have as much as others.”

“When you help someone you just 

get this feeling in your chest like you’ve 
done something and probably changed 
somebody’s life and you just feel good 
because you did this,” Club Historian 
Chelsea Hall said.

Mitchell added, “I just like helping 
people in general and I’m an athlete 
at our high school, I’m a four year 
letterman on the baseball team and I 
just want to show people that athletes 
aren’t cruel because a lot people think 
athletes are just bullies and cruel and 
that they don’t care about anybody, but 
that is not true…I’m willing to give my 
shirt off my back if someone asked me.”

“I don’t really like to be noticed for 
things that I do,” Club Member Kelsa 
Glover said. “I want to be noticed…
but sort of a quiet just you randomly be 
kind to people…maybe this little act of 
kindness can make someone’s day.”

The members see plans in their 
future of helping outside of their school 
and spreading their kindness further 
into the community, but, until then, 
they will continue to brighten the halls 
at PPJ/SHS.

Erin Perkins is a staff writer for Ohio Valley Publishing. 
Reach her at (304) 675-1333, extension 1992.

From page 19

Civitan Club

Erin Perkins | OVP
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WEST COLUMBIA — Clean 
and readily available drinking 
water is often something taken for 
granted by those who have it.

Dave Morgan was browsing 
Facebook one day and came 
across a post asking for help for 
someone’s great, great Uncle Bart. 
According to the post, Uncle Bart 
was an “old farmer who isn’t in the 
best shape” and was living on a 
fixed income. For the last 24 years, 
the post said Bart’s nephew had 
been hauling him water though 
he lived along a State Route and 
near a home which reportedly had 
access to running water. The post 
said Bart had checked on getting 
his own water line but was told it 
would cost him $10,000 - a fortune 
to an “old farmer” with limited 
financial resources.

After Morgan read that post, 
he decided to pay a visit to Bart 
and Daisy Pearson in late October. 
During the visit, Bart shared 
with Morgan he had obtained his 
property of a little less than three 
acres about 27 years ago by selling 
two cows and using those funds to 
pay the sum of the land. At first, 
Bart lived in a small mobile home, 
but then by himself built the place 
he calls home and has lived in for 
24 years.

“It’s always nice helping people,” 
said Morgan. “Especially people 
like Bart, he’s been suffering 
forever and needed a little 
extra help…plus they’re very 
appreciative.”

The Pearsons are the owners of 
the Flea Market located right off of 
Route 62 in West Columbia. After 

some deliberation, Morgan said 
he found out the closest water line 
to where the Pearsons live was 50 
yards across the road and under 
the railroad tracks. It did cross the 
road at the saw mill, but stopped 
at Mitchell Manor and came no 
further, he said.

Bart shared the last time he tried 
to obtain water was in 2004 and 
was given a quote of $10,000 for 
installation, plus regular monthly 
water bill fees.

The only water source Bart and 
his wife have is a man made spring; 
however, the water from the spring 
has a high iron content and Bart 
and Daisy will not drink it.

“It comes off the hill behind 
me and the old strip mine’s over 
the hill. I don’t drink it, but the 
animals do and they don’t die. It 
has stuff in it from time to time 
and I am afraid to drink it myself,” 
said Bart.

Daisy added the water from the 
spring will stain their clothes and 
leaves an odor when they wash 
them and does not do well to clean 
dishes with either.

In order to have drinking water, 
Bart and Daisy’s nephew delivers 
two five gallon water jugs to their 
house several times throughout the 
month. Though this provides the 
couple with fresh drinking water, 
the jugs of water are a burden on 
the couple.

After Morgan’s visit with the 
Pearsons, he inquired with the 
Mason County Public Service 
District (PSD) about this issue.

“After going back and worth 
and several phone calls and visits 
later, I was told that coming from 
Mitchell Manor was not an option 
and that the other option was bid 

out and the total cost was now 
over $24,000,” said Morgan. “It 
was at this point that I decided 
to talk to a higher authority and 
called Joe Manchin’s office and I 
started talking to Keith McIntosh.”

McIntosh specializes in rural 
water systems and grants, 
directing Morgan to a website 
for the USDA that specialized in 
grants for low income people in 
need of water. A few days later, 
Morgan reached out to Brenda 
Fisher from Ripley and found out 
about the USDA grant process.

“Three months to the day and 
one government shutdown later, 
Bart and I met with Brenda and 
the driller and finalized the plans 
for a well. Not $24,000, not 10,000, 
but free with a USDA low income 
grant. The most important aspect 
of all this is no water bill to burden 
them with when it’s done,” said 
Morgan.

Towards the end of April, the 
construction of the well is expected 
to begin.

“It’ll help me out a lot,” said 
Bart. “But what will help us out 
the most is it’s expensive to keep 
the pumps and heaters and things 
going to heat that water. What’s 
going to help us the most is not 
having to pack this water and then 
have to drain it out of those five 
gallon jugs into a milk jug and 
carry it to the coffee pot and for 
cooking and all that. Daisy is 77 
and she isn’t in good health and 
she isn’t able to do that. I’m 79 and 
I’m not able to do that, so it’s going 
to help me a lot to get that well in.”

Erin Perkins is a staff writer for Ohio Valley 
Publishing. Reach her at (304) 675-1333, 
extension 1992.

351 Buckeye Hills Rd., 
Rio Grande, OH 

740-245-5334
www.buckeyehills.net

Offering a Wide Variety 

of Career and Technical 

Training for Traditional 

and Non-Traditional 

Students

Creating Successful Lives

OH-70116998

The good news is… 
Where there’s a grant, there’s a way to 

running water.

Working for the water
By Erin Perkins
eperkins@aimmediamidwest.com

Photos by Erin Perkins | OVP

Pictured are, from left, Daisy Pearson, Bart Pearson, and Dave 
Morgan all inside the Pearson household.

Bart and Daisy Pearson have lived at their home for 24 years without running water, Dave Morgan has worked to get them a well which will be drilled at the end of April.
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Gallipolis City School District

Gallia Academy High School 

740-446-3212

Gallia Academy Middle School 

740-446-3214

Excellent Education

5 Star Preschool

Rio Grande Elementary 740-245-5333

Up To Date 
Facilities 

Washington Elementary 

740-446-3213

Athletics

Green Elementary740-446-3236
Caring Sta� 

Quality Music 
Programs
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Gallia Academy High School 

O
H

-7
01

17
42

4

5

7

6

8

31 42

Ready for spring at Bob’s Market

Courtesy photo

Bob’s Market and Greenhouses in Mason, W.Va. is pictured bursting with spring color. Bob’s Market has retail stores in Mason, W.Va., Belpre and Gallipolis, Ohio, Pittsburgh, Pa., and Atlanta, Ga.
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Arnold Grate was a loving husband, a 
caring father, a loyal Christian, and a savvy 

businessman. He was also an 8th grade dropout 
from a poor family. Still, Arnold founded what 
would become Rutland Bottle Gas by starting 
from the ground up. This meant hard work, 

dedication, taking risks, and treating folks right. 
Over seventy years later, these same principles 

are still applied in the company he created. 
Since his passing, Rutland 
Bottle Gas has continued 
to expand and improve. 

But no matter how things 
change, Rutland Bottle 

Gas is, and will always be, 
Arnold Grate' s contribution 
to the needs of our area. It is 
the top priority of Rutland 
Bottle Gas to continue to 

meet these needs in the best 
way possible. 
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Good times at Southern

Courtesy of Southern Local

Although Reading, Writing, and Arithmetic are the main focus, kids have their fun time at lunch. Here several students take a few minutes to eat, unwind, and trade stories during lunch time. The cafeteria 
is the central gathering place for the student body. Healthy, tasty lunches highlight the noon hour, while breakfast comes to the students as part of the Breakfast in the Classroom program.
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Proudly Serving the Ohio & Kanawha River Valley

Serving
Welding, Fabrication, Mechanical, Electrical,  
Pipefitting, Iron Working, Mining, Carpentry,  

General Contractors, Hobbyists & Restoration 

Toll-Free: 1.800.333.2151  |  World-Wide:1.513.367.2151  |  www.fmmafco.com

S A L E S S E R V I C E R E N T A L P A R T S

261 Camp Conley Rd, Point Pleasant, WV 25550
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Promoting reading for young students
MIDDLEPORT — “The 

more that you read, the more 
things you will know. The more 
that you learn, the more places 
you’ll go,” by Dr. Seuss.

Meigs Local Primary truly 
believes in this statement. 
Throughout this school year 
students have been immersed 
in books, reading, and reading 
activities to help them succeed 
and gain a love of reading. 
Students regularly listen 
to stories read aloud in the 
enchanted forest themed 
library each week. They 
also participate in numerous 
exciting activities such as guest 
readers from the community, 
book tastings, musical books, 
QR code scavenger hunts, lock 
box puzzles, and more.

Accelerated Reader, regularly 
used at Meigs Local, is a 
computer program designed 
to manage and monitor 
children’s independent reading 
comprehension. Children pick 
a book to read then take a 
short quiz on the computer. 

Quiz results give feedback 
on student comprehension 
that allows teachers to help 
children set goals for ongoing 
reading practice. Students earn 
points for each book read/quiz 
passed throughout the year. 
These points are then used 
to purchase items at the AR 
store at the end of the year. 
Grand prize bicycles are also 
awarded to the top readers 
and those with the highest test 
percentage. In addition, twice 
throughout the year, first and 
second graders have an AR 
Challenge where students can 
earn ice cream for reading 5-10 
books and passing the AR quiz, 

and a nature hike for reading 
12-15 books. So far, for the 
2018-19 school year, the Meigs 
Primary students have read 
26,067 books and are still going 
strong.

The two annual book fairs 
also help to put books in 
students’ hands and earn 
money to purchase new books 
for the school library. This 
year’s sales were over $10,000.

Right to Read week, April 
29-May 3, will be celebrated 
with a book walk on the school 
nature trail, reading scavenger 
hunt, Drop Everything And 
Read time each day, and a 
visual tower of books to show 

how much our children are 
reading.

To continue the path started 
during the school year, the 
Summer Reading Program 
will keep kids reading all year. 
All students will bring home a 
bag of books they have chosen 
to read. Four times during 
the summer months (June 12, 

June 26, July 10, and July 24) 
students and their families are 
invited to participate in a read 
aloud and activity, along with 
lunch and a book exchange.

With the multitude of ways 
reading is promoted and 
enjoyed at Meigs Primary, we 
hope to create a school full of 
lifelong learners and readers.

Courtesy photos

Students at Meigs Primary took part in the Write to Read Week Book Walk on the school nature trail. Pictured with the students is Librarian, Kimberly Wolfe.

Students at Meigs Primary took part in the Write to Read Week Book Walk on 
the school nature trail. Pictured with the students is Librarian, Kimberly Wolfe.

The good news is… 
The Summer Reading Program will keep kids 

reading all year.
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EHS Seniors honored as 
“Students of the Quarter”

Eastern High School and 
Ohio Valley Bank have 

partnered to honor the top 
16 students and their parents 

from this year’s graduating 
class. This initiative began 

as a way to recognize 
the achievements and 

aspirations of these students 
resulting from the hard work 

they have put into their 
education. The two pictures 

include the eight students 
chosen for the first two 

quarter of this school year.

As part of our continual efforts at making 
school safety a priority, Eastern Middle school 
hosted an ALICE instructor certification class 
this July.  Over 40 individuals representing 
more than 20 agencies attended the training.

Eastern Middle also hosted trainers 
from the FASTER organization to 
provide trauma medical care training 
to 30 faculty and staff members of 
Eastern Local, as well as 4 school 
resource officers. 

Eastern Elementary & Middle hosted jazz 
musician David Wells for an anti-bullying 
and making moist ice choices assembly. 

Eastern Middle school’s Science Olympiad 
team took 2nd place in regional competition 
for the second straight year and qualified for 
state competition at OSU On APRIL 27th.

Eastern Middle School held its 2nd annual 5th 
& 6th grade math fair on April 4th.

“Rockin’“ Reggie Robinson spoke to students of 
Eastern Middle school regarding suicide prevention 
and how to be a positive influence to peers.

Eastern Elementary School
Here is a 
picture from 
one of our 
painting 
nights when 
we had 
Michelle 
Musser come 
for Popcorn, 
Paint, and 
pajamas.

Eastern Middle School

Eastern High School

College Credit Plus
Eastern Local School District is making efforts to make more College Credit Plus Options available to its students. Students currently take 
college courses at the University of Rio Grande, Ohio University, and other neighboring institutions. Now students can take advantage of CCP 
classes on campus at Eastern High School from CCP certified Eastern employees. Current offerings are history and science courses including 
World Civilizations, Physics, and Chemistry. The district hopes to expand these efforts in the future and further widen affordable college 
options to all students.

EHS Students getting  
involved with “IBelieve”

The iBELIEVE Foundation strives to 
provide opportunities to Appalachian 
youth for the development of the 21st 

Century Skills such as leadership, 
communication, and problem solving. 

One of the program’s goals is to 
increase collegiate attendance and 

retention in Appalachian communities. 
The iBELIEVE experience is a fantastic 

opportunity for students to meet and 
collaborate with their peers from 

other schools and states. This year’s 
participants are Freshmen: Lindsie 

Davis, Emma Doczi, Emma Epling, 
Kendyl Householder, Brielle Newland, 

Isaiah Reed, and Ethan Short. These 
first year participants will be joined 

by upperclassmen who have attended 
over the past few years.

EHS Students participating  
in Regional Scholars
Regional Scholars is a Leadership Conference 
designed for high school juniors. Students learn 
group dynamics, personality types and differences 
in communication styles through the two day 
event. Each year the event is held in a lodge in 
southeastern Ohio supportive of outdoor activities 
including archery, ground initiatives, climbing 
tower and nature hike.  Students will be encouraged 
to participate in activities outside their comfort 
zone. A college fair and financial aid session allow 
the students to become familiar with applying to 
a wide variety of colleges and universities in Ohio.  
At the conclusion of the event, students leave with 
new discoveries about themselves and lasting 
friendships. Eastern High School is sending Emily 
Van Meter and Kaylee Savoy as representatives of 
our junior class this year.

GOOD 
NEWS
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GALLIPOLIS — How 
a community responds to 
someone (or something) 
which can do nothing for 
it, speaks volumes.

Enter the SNAP 
(Spay Neuter Assistance 
Program) group. An 
IRS approved 501c3 
charitable organization 
established in September 
2010, SNAP and its 
volunteers receive no 
compensation to provide 
an avenue to low-cost 
spays and neuters for 
dogs and cats in Gallia 
County.

Relying solely on 
donations, fundraisers, 
and small, individual 
co-pays for those spays 
and neuters, in the past 
nine years, 2,785 cats 
and 414 dogs have been 
sterilized through SNAP. 
By some estimates, on 
average, just one cat can 
produce six kittens a year 
which many consider a 
conservative estimate 
considering they can have 
up to there litters in that 
year. Given nearly 3,000 
cats have been spayed 
or neutered by SNAP, 
that could easily equate 
to preventing thousands 
more from being born in 
Gallia County.

Cats are a particular 
concern to SNAP, 
considering there’s no cat 
shelter in Gallia County.

“We’re helping the 
entire county,” Christine 
Myers Cozza, president 
and founder of SNAP, 
said. “It’s not just about 
helping one person, 
because if you think 
about it…there’s no cat 
shelter. Ohio does not 
require cat shelters. If 
they don’t end up spayed 
or neutered, they’re going 
to have a bunch of kittens 
and end up overwhelming 
those who try to help.”

The ladies of SNAP 
agree, there’s no way to 
adopt, or euthanize, out 
of the pet overpopulation 
problem. To them, 
spaying and neutering is 
the only answer because 
it’s prevention of some 
heartbreaking choices 
where often, there are no 
choices but bad ones.

Spaying and neutering 
the local feline population 
is vital to SNAP’s Board 
of Directors consisting 
of Cozza, Gail Belville, 
Betty Halley, Patty Jones 
and Angie Queen. All are 
in agreement that spaying 
and neutering cats and 
dogs saves lives and 
resources.

SNAP volunteers 
also assist the cats who 
belong to no one, though 
everyone sees them in 
parking lots, alleys and 
homes where many were 
abandoned or dumped 
by irresponsible owners. 
They are the ones no one 
can get near, though this 
doesn’t mean they can’t 
be helped.

For feral cats, also 

known as community 
cats, the SNAP volunteers 
practice TNR (trap, 
neuter, return). After 
humanely trapping and 
sterilizing the felines, 
the goal is to return 
them to their natural 
habitat or find them a 
better situation. At any 
rate, they return to the 
world no longer breeding 
and fighting, helping to 
prevent subsequent injury 
and disease. Colonies 
humanely die out of 
natural causes, without 
adding to the numbers 
and the strain on the cats 
as well as their human 
counterparts.

Cozza’s inspiration to 
begin SNAP derived from 
working with a local, 
animal welfare group 
and seeing firsthand 
the need to reduce the 
animal population. At 
minimum, the number 
of upsetting stories of 
animals destined to 
die hungry, hurt, sick, 
abused, or all of the 
above, are avoided with 
SNAP’s simple solution. 
The maximum result is 
caring for those creatures 
which can do nothing for 
a community. After all, a 
caring community means 
a healthy community.

“Chris is a very 
dedicated lady,” Belville 
said. “She volunteers 
tirelessly to place cats 
and dogs in the homes of 
responsible people.”

Belville added she felt 
SNAP needs the support 
“because the goal of 
spaying and neutering 
will always be needed. 
If we can just prevent, 
we don’t have so many 
heartbreaking stories 
about animals.”

The first step in 
preventing those sad 
stories and sights of 
unwanted animals is 
going to SNAP’s website 
to fill out an application 
to receive assistance. 
Everyone who applies 
and is approved pays 
some portion of the spay 
or neuter fee based upon 
what they can afford.

“Everyone pays 
something,” Cozza 
said, though the fee 
is generally low for 
those who are already 
struggling to care for 
their animals.

SNAP takes care of 
the remaining balance 
while working with local 
veterinarians who offer 
a reduced fee for the 
service. SNAP members 
expressed appreciation 
for French Town 
Veterinary Clinic and 
Riverbend Animal Clinic 
in Gallipolis and Help for 

Animals in Barboursville, 
W.Va., for offering those 
low-cost spays and 
neuters.

“We have people on 
a waiting list,” Cozza 
said of those who utilize 
the program. “They are 
booking appointments 
into May and June.”

SNAP receives no grant 
money, no tax money or 
agency funds. Instead, it 
relies on the community’s 
help to assist those 
community cats and dogs. 
SNAP’s semi-annual yard 
sales happen in May 
and September with the 
next one set for 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m., May 2-4 at 
10301 Second Avenue, 
Gallipolis. Donations 
are being accepted for 
the sale by contacting 
Cozza via the website or 
group’s Facebook page. 
Another huge fundraiser 
happens Thursday, Oct. 3 
at the New Life Lutheran 
Church Fellowship 
Hall, 900 Jackson Pike, 
Gallipolis, with games, 
concessions and door 
prizes.

In addition, SNAP 
often receives donations 
from individuals in the 
community, including 
memorial donations 
in honor of those who 
have passed away. The 
group is also registered 
with AmazonSmile, 
a charitable program 
where Amazon donates 
0.5 percent of the price 
of eligible AmazonSmile 
purchases to the 
charitable organization of 
choice at no cost to the 
consumer. It all adds up 
and it all helps, according 
to SNAP members.

“Go on the website and 
we’ll help you,” Chris said 
of those pet owners who 
need assistance, or those 
who simply want to pay 
to help those community 
cats who have no one to 
call their own.

At the end of the day, 
the ladies of SNAP wish 
they had “no business.”

“Wouldn’t that be 
nice?” Cozza asked, 
doubting such a reality 
would ever come to pass.

Though their work 
is often thankless and 
overwhelming, a bonus 
has been finding friends 
who share a passion, or 
rather, a compassion, 
for animals. More than 
connected through “six 
degrees of cats,” they’ve 
found “soul sisters” 
who share an empathy 
to relieve the suffering 
of animals. Like most 
animal lovers, the SNAP 
board of directors all had 
a story about caring for 
an animal(s) that needed 

someone to care, or 
advocate, for it.

Belville met Cozza 
after she adopted a cat 
with an injured leg. The 
cat, named Phobe Buffay, 
is now Belville’s special 
companion. After giving 
advice on the injured leg, 
Cozza’s next directive - 
get Phobe spayed.

“We think the same,” 
Queen said, relaying a 
story of trapping a cat in 
Halley’s garage in order 
to deliver it to the vet to 
be spayed.

“People call me on the 
phone and say, ‘you’re 
the cat lady, aren’t you?’” 
Cozza said. “I go, ‘Stop! 
What is that?’ And then 
sometimes, I‘m like, I 
don’t really care anymore. 
If that’s what you want to 
call us, I don’t care.”

Jones said SNAP was 
not a group of what she 
considered the traditional 
definition of “cat ladies,” 
after all, they weren’t 
collecting cats, they 
were helping them. As 
Jones put it, if you can’t 
take care of an animal, 
you shouldn’t have it to 
begin with and if she 
received any reward from 
their work, it was seeing 
previously unwanted pets 
(cats and dogs) in their 
forever homes.

Unfortunately, there are 
never enough forever or 
foster homes to meet the 
need, so if breaking the 
cycle of litter after litter 
being born made them all 
cat ladies, it seemed the 
general consensus of the 
group was, “so be it.”

“We’re just normal 
people that love animals,” 
Queen said.

“I just love animals,” 
Halley agreed, with all 
the members explaining 
they can’t sit back and 
wait on someone else to 
help.

“Animals, they can’t 
take care of themselves, 
they rely on people, just 
like little kids and the 
elderly, they rely on other 
people to help them,” 
Cozza said.

“I think spaying and 
neutering of animals 
is a concern for all 
residents,” Belville said. 
“Because compassionate 
people will care for those 
animals. And, otherwise, 
they could possibly be 
abused or neglected…”

The ladies of SNAP 
attempt to be a safety 
net for those creatures 

that have none. In short, 
they are assuming the 
responsibility and lending 
a hand to those who need 
it.

“We just keep doing 
it,” Cozza said of the 
commitment of her 
group of friends to 
SNAP, despite the 
happy outcomes which 
sometimes are few and 
far between. “As long as 
I’m capable, I’m going to 
keep doing it.”

Also, to all wandering 

near Cozza’s home, 
particularly cats, they are 
to heed her warning: “If 
you come into my yard, 
you will not leave the 
same way.”

Find SNAP on 
Facebook and online at 
snapofgalliacounty.org for 
more information. Tax 
deductible donations can 
be mailed to SNAP at PO 
Box 86, Gallipolis, Ohio, 
45631.

Beth Sergent is editor of Ohio Valley 
Publishing.
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Ohio Residents Only

Coolspot  Coolstuff  
Antique Store

Coolspot Storage Barn
SR #7-Between Tuppers Plains & Coolville, Ohio

Open: Monday-Saturday 9-5..
(Closed Sunday)

•Antique Furniture •Primitives 
•Repurposed Items •Country 

Home Decor •Household 
Antiques •Antiques & Barn Finds 

•Outdoor Furniture
Have something old you’d like to sell...
stop in...we buy antiques & cool items!
60 day layaway available on larger items 

· Vendor spaces available

New Units-Clean-Reasonably Priced To Meet Your Storage Needs 
1-740-667-6102 for questions or to rent a unit

Offi ce located in the Coolspot Coolstuff Antique Store

SR #7-Between Tuppers Plains & Coolville, Ohio • 1-740-667-6102

SNAP to the rescue
By Beth Sergent
bsergent@aimmediamidwest.com

Courtesy photo
The SNAP (Spay Neuter Assistance Program) relies on events like 
a night of games (pictured), semi-annual yard sales and donations.

Beth Sergent | OVP

Not your typical “cat ladies,” pictured standing, from left, are SNAP Board of Directors Angie Queen, 
Patty Jones and Gail Belville; sitting, from left, Chris Cozza and Betty Halley.

Beth Sergent | OVP
Both cat and dog lovers are welcome at the SNAP (Spay Neuter 
Assistance Program) meetings. In the past nine years, 2,785 cats 
and 414 dogs have been sterilized through SNAP in Gallia County.

Courtesy photo
Phoebe Buffay, the rescue cat who connected SNAP members Gail 
Belville and Chris Cozza.

The good news is… 
SNAP (Spray Neuter Assistance Program) 
can assist residents in Gallia County with 

low-cost spay and neuter fees for their 
dogs and cats.
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POINT PLEASANT — 
Cancer can strike anyone, 
of any gender, at any age, 
and at any time—even in 
a close-knit community 
like ours. And while the 
numbers seem scary 
(there will be over 1.7 
million new cases of 
cancer in the United 
States this year), Pleasant 
Valley Hospital is fully 
prepared to help you from 
the moment you receive 
a diagnosis. I will be by 
your side facilitating and 
scheduling all of your 
appointments and follow-
up care and treatments.

We’re proud to say 
you’re in good hands 
when you trust your 
cancer care to all of us at 
Pleasant Valley Hospital 
(PVH). Thanks to our 
unique partnership with 
the state-of-the-art 
Edwards Comprehensive 
Cancer Center at Cabell 
Huntington Hospital, you 
have access to all of the 
resources you need for 
your diagnosis.

We have specially 
trained oncologists, 
radiologists, and surgeons 
who offer the benefits 
of advanced medical 
research knowledge 
from Marshall University 
School of Medicine. Yet 
we provide this leading-
edge cancer care right 
here in our community. 
And those who need a 
more advanced treatment 

have direct access 
to additional 
care at Cabell 
Huntington 
Hospital, with 
lodging assistance 
provided by the 
ECCC.

The experts 
at the Comprehensive 
Breast Health Center are 
fully prepared to provide 
you with a plan that’s 
specific to your needs. 
During one of the most 
sensitive time in the 
lives of our patients, we 
know compassionate care 
is an important part of 
healing when combined 
with the most appropriate 
treatment plan for you.

We have a specific 
focus at our new 
Comprehensive Breast 
Health Center at Pleasant 
Valley Hospital. Despite 
so many advances in 
medicine, breast cancer is 
still expected to develop 
in 1 in 8 women in the 
United States. In 2018 
alone, over 260,000 
women in the U.S. will 
develop cancer, which 
is the most commonly 
diagnosed cancer for 
American women. And 
it’s why we’re here.

The experts at the 
Comprehensive Breast 
Health Center focus 
on prevention, early 
detection, and treatments 
by highly-skilled medical 
experts who specialize 
in breast health. We are 
dedicated to facilitating 
the care and support 

a woman needs 
to successfully 
navigate her 
journey toward 
becoming cancer-
free. We also 
provide advanced 
services like 
hormone therapy, 
breast-conserving 

surgery, and genetic 
testing, as well as same-
day services for true 
peace of mind.

The Edwards 
Comprehensive Cancer 
Center at PVH provides 
chemotherapy as well 
as infusion services, in 
a safe and comfortable 
environment. These 
services are about more 
than convenience. Our 
goal is to get you back to 
normalcy as quickly as 
possible as we keep your 
comfort in mind.

It’s never too late to 
start taking control 
of your health. While 
the vast majority of 
new cancers are found 
in adults over the age 
of 55, you can still be 
proactive, even before 
your golden years. Taking 
simple steps toward good 
health is often the best 
preventative measure, 
so be sure to eat right, 
get regular exercise, and 
have regular health exams 
and cancer screenings. 
Cancers like breast, 
prostate, and colon 
are some of the most 
treatable forms of cancer 
when detected early.

Editor’s note: In 

addition, a new 
diagnostic tool has been 
added to PVH to help 
fight cancer. 

According to 
information from PVH, 
the Gordon and Mildred 
Jackson Foundation 
Children and Family 
Diagnostic Center at 
the hospital now offers 
patients a powerful 
new diagnostic imaging 
system known as PET/
CT. 

“We are honored to 
equip Pleasant Valley 
Hospital with PET/CT 
imaging. This state-

of-the-art technology 
elevates imaging at 
the hospital to a new 
level of precision and 
performance. Patients 
and physicians now have 
access to precise and 
powerful imaging that 
aids in the early detection 
and treatment of 
cancer,” stated Mohamed 
Alsharedi, MD, 
oncologist/hematologist 
from the Edwards 
Comprehensive Center at 
Pleasant Valley Hospital. 

The combined PET/
CT machine allows 
physicians to rapidly 
perform both scans in one 

session without having 
to move the patient. 
This means physicians 
can precisely overlay 
the metabolic data of 
the PET scan and the 
detailed anatomic data of 
the CT scan to pinpoint 
the location and stage of 
tumors. 

Schedule appointments 
today by calling 1-800-
500-4014 or for more 
information about the 
Edwards Comprehensive 
Cancer Center or the 
Comprehensive Breast 
Health Center at Pleasant 
Valley Hospital, please 
call 304-675-1759. 

OH-70117015

HOME CARE SERVICES - Personal Care, Nutrition, Homemaking, Errands, 
Medical Appointment Escort. Contact: Catherine Gill

HOME DELIVERED MEALS - Serving All Townships of Gallia County. Frozen 
Meals for Weekends, Hot Meals Mon-Fri. Contact: Tina Crews 740-446-7000

SENIOR CENTER MEALS - 12:00 pm Mon-Fri. Contact: Tina Crews 740-446-7000

ADULT DAY SERVICES HOURS: 9:30 am - 2:30 pm Monday-Friday
Clean Safe Environments • Activities   Contact: Heather Johnson 740-446-7000

TRANSPORTATION SERVICES: Shopping, Senior Center Lunch Program, 
Senior Center Activities Available Mon-Fri. 8:00 am - 4:00 pm. Contact: Sandra 
Ross 740-446-7000

The Services listed below are available to our seniors.
Please contact us if we can be of assistance.

Gallia County 
Council on Aging

Leah Wheeler 740-446-7000

Leah Wheeler 740-446-7000

Fighting cancer for those you love
By Debbie Mitchell
PVH Nurse Navigator

PVH | Courtesy photo

The Gordon and Mildred Jackson Foundation Children and Family Diagnostic Center at Pleasant 
Valley Hospital now offers patients a powerful new diagnostic imaging system known as PET/CT.

Debbie Mitchell

Celebrating hospice volunteers
OHIO VALLEY — April is 

National Hospice Volunteer 
Appreciation month and 
Pleasant Valley Home Health 
and Hospice recently celebrated 
their handful of volunteers.

Those who volunteer 
with hospice services work 
in conjunction with other 
members of the hospice team 
and are under the supervision of 
the volunteer coordinator who 
provides support and resources 
to help the volunteers. The 
volunteer’s most important role 
is to be a loving and supportive 
presence as volunteers become 
an essential part of the 
patients’/families’ emotional, 
social, and physical well-being 
during the last stages of life 
shared Pleasant Valley Home 
Health and Hospice Volunteer 
Coordinator Angie Thomas.

Thomas explained the 
different areas of service her 
five volunteers provide are 
patient care which entails 

companionship, shopping, 
caregiver relief/support, 
meal preparation, and light 
housekeeping; administrative 
care which entails answering 
the phone in the hospice office, 
assisting the office staff with 
duties within the agency, 
and assembling mailings; 
bereavement care which 
entails following up with the 
families after the death of 
their loved one through visits, 
calls, or cards, assisting with 
the memorial services, and 
assembling bereavement mail 
outs.

Volunteers Ruth Walker, 
Reverend Annetta Durst, 
and Gewanna Nichols like to 
play music and sing for their 
patients and their families. 
Durst explained she plays 
the mandolin, Walker plays a 
guitar, and Nichols plays and 
autoharp and they all sing. 
Thomas shared even patients 
who are laid up in bed and are 
not responsive to much outside 
stimuli will show at least some 
response to the music.

Durst commented she 
believes the patients enjoy the 
string music because it is lively. 
Not only does the patient enjoy 
and respond to the music, but 
the caregivers receive comfort 
from it as well.

“I’ve enjoyed going to the 
homes and singing,” said 
Nichols. “I like that real well 
and of course I like grievance 
counseling.”

The volunteers host a grief 
support group along with the 
Mason County Action Group 
which is held every Tuesday, 5-6 
p.m., at the Gene Salem Senior 
Center located at 101 Second 
Street in Point Pleasant. These 
meetings are open to anyone in 
the community needing support 
dealing with the loss of a friend 
or loved one.

In the last few years, the grief 
support group has grown in 
numbers of those who attend, 
currently eight to 10 individuals 
come regularly. Thomas 
explained they started to 
incorporate different activities 
during the meetings such as 

painting, adult coloring, making 
memory jars, making memory 
pillows, and other crafting 
activities to bring in more 
individuals. While partaking in 
these activities, people would 
naturally start to share about 
their grievances.

The volunteers through 
Pleasant Valley Home Health 
and Hospice cover Mason, 
Meigs, and Gallia counties with 
their services.

Pastor Bud Richmond who 
has been a volunteer for 30 
years now shared he saw a great 
need for volunteers in this field 
when he began.

“I’ve even put people’s 
commodes in, babysat, and do 
work for them over the past 
(years),” said Richmond.

Richmond also visits the 
Lakin State Hospital to talk 
with the patients and offer 
ministerial services to them.

Durst commented she 
had always wanted to start 
volunteering in this field after 
her days of pastoring. After the 
passing of her husband and the 

care he received through home 
health and hospice, she was 
ready to begin volunteering five 
years ago. She called Pleasant 
Valley Home Health and 
Hospice to see if they needed 
anymore Chaplin volunteers.

“I’m glad I started when I did 
because the second person that 
I met when they sent me out 
was one I graduated with and 
she wasn’t Christian, so she got 
saved and that really caused me 
to be happy,” said Durst.

Richmond and Durst have 
conducted funerals for some of 
their patients who passed.

Thomas added volunteer 
services in the office are also 
very helpful as well as one 
volunteer Betty Mayes will help 
out with office duties which lets 
Thomas work with the patients’ 
families.

New volunteers are welcomed 
and appreciated into this field 
and those interested can contact 
Thomas at 
304-675-7400.

Erin Perkins | OVP

April is National Hospice Volunteer Appreciation month and Pleasant Valley Home Health and Hospice 
recently celebrated their handful of volunteers. Those pictured are, in front, Volunteer Ruth Walker 
and Volunteer Bud Richmond, in back from left, Volunteer Coordinator Angie Thomas, Office Manager 
Aleshia Ellis, Volunteer Gewanna Nichols, Volunteer Annetta Durst, and RN Interim Administrator Tia 
Wooten. The volunteers host a grief support group along with the Mason County Action Group which 
is held every Tuesday, 5-6 p.m., at the Gene Salem Senior Center located at 101 Second Street in Point 
Pleasant. These meetings are open to anyone in the community needing support dealing with the loss 
of a friend or loved one.

By Erin Perkins
eperkins@aimmediamidwest.com
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REEDSVILLE — For 
the second consecutive 
year Eastern will be 
sending a Science 
Olympiad team to the 
state competition.

Eastern Middle School 
Team One took second 
place in the regional 
competition held in 
Marietta. Last year was 
the first time the program, 
which began six years 
ago, had sent a full team 
to the competition. 
Eastern’s second team was 
not eligible in the team 
standings as there was not 
enough team members/
events competed in for a 
complete team.

Teams competed in the 
areas of life, personal and 
social science (anatomy 
and physiology, disease 
detectives, heredity, 
herpetology, and water 
quality), Earth and space 
science (dynamic planet, 
fossils, meteorology, 
road scholar, and solar 
system), physical science 
and chemistry (circuit 
lab, crime busters, density 
lab, potions and poisons, 

and thermodynamics), 
technology and 
engineering (battery 
buggy, boomilever, 
elastic launched gliders 
and roller coasters), and 
inquiry and nature of 
science (experimental 
design, game on, mystery 
architecture, and write it 
do it).

Placing first in their 
respective events were 
as follows: Lilly Suttle 
and Savannah Barnes in 
Roller Coaster; Juli Durst 
and Brayden O’Brien 
in Water Quality; Lilly 
Suttle and Grant Martin 
in Road Scholar; and 
Emma Epling and Olivia 
Harris in Anatomy and 
Physiology.

Taking second in 
their respective events 
were the following: Ella 
Carleton and Juli Durst 
in Disease Detective; 
Lilly Suttle and Seth 
Collins in Herpetology; 
Ella Carleton and Jacob 
Spencer in Meteorology; 
and Grant Martin and 
Seth Collins in Mystery 
Architecture.

Team 1 members were 
Trent Morrissey, Lane 

Barber, Ella Carleton, Juli 
Durst, Savannah Barnes, 
Brayden O’Brien, Seth 
Collins, Sydney Reynolds, 
Trey Hill, Grant Martin, 
Jacob Spencer, Hayley 

Sanders, Koen Sellers, 
Lilly Suttle and Kyra 
Zuspan.

Team 2 members were 
Olivia Harris, Emma 
Epling, Abby Guthrie, 

Aszandra Schultz, 
Breanna Nelson, Kendyl 
Householder, Peyton 
Buckley, Hope Reed and 
Ethan Short.

The teams are led by 

teacher Krista Johnson.
The stat competition is 

to take place on April 27 
in Columbus.

Sarah Hawley is the managing editor 
of The Daily Sentinel.
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A Better Way to Bank...

Community First!
Member FDIC

Community Fir t!
www.ovbc.com800-468-6682

As your community bank, we offer a different approach to 
financial service. When you become a customer, you become a 
friend. Like any good friend, we're dedicated to giving you the 

financial answers and solutions that you and your family deserve. 
We’ll do our best to help you achieve your financial goals.

Together We Grow.

Eastern Science Olympiad team qualifies for state
By Sarah Hawley
shawley@aimmediamidwest.com

Courtesy photo

Eastern Science Olympiad students are pictured following the trophy presentation at the recent competition.

Sarah Hawley | Sentinel

Eastern Science Olympiad participants (Row 1, from left) Seth Collins, Peyton Buckley, Hope Reed, Hayley Sanders, Juli Durst; (Row 2, 
from left) Aszandra Schultz, Savannah Barnes, Abby Guthrie, Kyra Zuspan, Ella Carleton, Brayden O’Brien, Trey Hill; (Row 3, from left) 
Koen Sellers, Grant Martin, Lilly Suttle, Sydney Reynolds, Kendyl Householder, Breanna Nelson; (Row 4, from left) Olivia Harris, Lane 
Barber, Jacob Spencer, Trenton Morrissey, Ethan Short and Emma Epling.
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RUTLAND — With a 
mission to help revitalize 
their community, Friends 
of Rutland is working to 
make a difference town.

Founded in 2017, the 
mission of Friends of 
Rutland Committee on 
Community Improvement 
is to comprehensively 
contribute to the 
betterment of the village 
of Rutland, Ohio through 
community improvement 
partnerships, programs 
and services. The 
organization was 
incorporated in 2018 as a 
corporation for nonprofit 
formed exclusively for 
the purpose of promoting 
the social welfare of the 
village.

Friends of Rutland was 
born out of the concerns 
of several Rutland 
residents regarding the 
condition of the village 
at the time and what the 
future would hold for the 
town.

“We are here to 
improve the community 
in any way we can,” said 
President Tyler Eblin of 
Friends of Rutland. “It 
started with a need to do 
something to make our 
community and village 
better.”

The board of directors 
also includes Donna 
Jenkins, vice president; 
Edna Weber, secretary 
treasurer; and Directors 
Brenda Bolin, Rick 
Bolin, Clifford Kennedy, 
and Darla Kennedy. 
The board currently has 
two openings for new 
directors, as well as 
the need for additional 
members.

“Anyone can be a friend 
to Rutland to help it 
grow,” said Eblin. “Our 
organization wants to 
restore what is missing 
and bring back the 

pride and character to 
Rutland.” Eblin added 
that the group is working 
with the current village 
administration to help 
move the village forward.

In its early months, 
Friends of Rutland 
took on beautification 
and community pride 
projects, including 
the Patriot Project to 
display American Flags 
throughout the village. 
With individuals making 
donations of $20 for 
each flag, Friends of 
Rutland was able to 
purchase 70 flags to be 
placed on utility poles 
in the village, and one of 
those flags placed in the 
Rutland Civic Center. 
The flags displayed on 
the poles were used in 
2017 and 2018, and then 
respectfully discarded due 
to the wear on the flags.

Another project has 
been the upkeep of 
the flower beds in the 
village, including those 
in Jim Vennari Park 
and at the Civic Center. 
The materials for the 
flower bed at the park 
were donated by Bob’s 
Market and the Village of 
Rutland. The continued 
upkeep of the flower beds 
in the village has been 
made possible through 
financial support from 
the Rutland Friendly 
Gardeners and donations 
from Bob’s Market.

Other projects have 
included the Back-
to-School Bash and 
Christmas Toy Drive, 
both of which benefited 
the youth of the 
community.

At the Back-to-School 
Bash there were activities 
for children, a visit by 
MedFlight, the Rutland 
Police Department and 
Rutland Fire Department, 
as well as face painting, 
inflatables and more. 

Many other donors and 
volunteers helped to 
make the event possible. 
Eblin said the group plans 
to continue the event.

The Christmas Toy 
Drive, held in conjunction 
with Dollar General 
of Rutland brought in 
around 140 toys and 
benefited 30 children in 
the village of Rutland and 
Rutland Township.

Moving forward, 
the corporation plans 
to aim its focus on 
improving the community 
aesthetically, socially and 
environmentally; to make 
the town attractive and 
beautiful; to facilitate 
effective citizen-public 
official relationships; to 
advocate for government 
transparency; to ensure 
that the town is clean 
and is a community that 
is environmentally and 
recreationally pleasing to 
its citizens.

“We are here to 

improve the community 
in any way we can,” said 
Eblin.

“It is good to give 
back. There is so much 
negative, I would 
encourage anyone to join 
a group that can make a 
difference,” said Eblin. 
“Stop complaining about 
things and dwelling 
on the past and come 
together to reach a goal.”

Eblin explained the 
committee is looking for 
individuals, whether they 
reside in Rutland or not, 
to be board members 
and take an active role in 
assisting with the general 
operations, programs and 
projects of the committee.

Not sure about 
being a director? The 
organization is also in 
need of volunteers and 
other members to assist 
with projects. Volunteers 
are not required to 
attend meetings, but 
will be contacted when 

events and projects are 
being launched where 
their assistance may be 
needed.

The membership 
application is available 
online at www.
friendsofrutland.org. 
Anyone can access the 
application on the home 
page by scrolling down 
and clicking “Apply for 
Membership” under 
Quick Links.

“The more members 
the more things we can 
do and more member 
activities which can be an 
outreach to people,” said 
Eblin.

Contributions/
donations to Friends of 
Rutland and its projects 
can be submitted by 
check or money order to 
Friends of Rutland, Attn: 
Treasurer, Post Office 
Box 297, Rutland, Ohio 
45775. Cash may be 
given in person during a 

meeting of the Board of 
Directors, however, the 
board asks that cash not 
be given by mail.

In an effort to 
improve transparency 
for donors, they may 
check the status of their 
contributions online 
through the eLedger 
Public Portal by visiting 
our website and clicking 
“Check the Status of my 
Contribution” under 
Quick Links located on 
the Friends of Rutland 
home page.

A fundraising dinner is 
being planned for early 
May with more details to 
be announced at a later 
date.

Board meetings are 
held the first Monday of 
each month at 6:30 p.m. 
at the Rutland Church of 
the Nazarene.

Sarah Hawley is the managing 
editor of The Daily Sentinel.
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Overbrook Center along with Blue Sky 
Therapy brings together the best in 

innovative therapy programs & quality tools 
to maximize the outcome for our patients 

Blue Sky Therapy services are offered 7 
days a week for your convenience.   

innovative therapy programs & quality tools 
to maximize the outcome for our patients 

Blue Sky Therapy services are offered 7 

since 1988
333 Page Street • Middleport, Ohio • 740-992-6472

The good news is… 
Giving back is a good thing for Rutland 

and the Friends of Rutland. 

Working to restore pride in the community
By Sarah Hawley
shawley@aimmediamidwest.com

Children took part in games and activities, as well as receiving 
school supplies during the Back-to-School Bash hosted by Friends 
of Rutland.

Photos courtesy of Tyler Eblin

One of the projects for Friends of Rutland was the placement of 
American Flags throughout the village.

The flower beds at Jim Vennari Park and the Civic Center are now maintained by Friends of Rutland.
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NEW HAVEN — The 
New Haven Municipal 
Swimming Pool and 
New Haven Community 
Building received a huge 
boost recently with 
grants from the Robert 
and Louise Claflin 
Foundation.

Gary Fields, vice 
president and secretary of 
the foundation, presented 
a $7,000 check for the 
pool, and a $7,125 check 
for the community 
building to town officials 
and pool committee 
members. The foundation 
is under the leadership 
of Steve Littlepage, 
president.

Fields said the pool 
grant money will go to 
beautification, as well 
as upgrading the pool 
functionality. The pool 
will be repainted with 
a special paint that 
will help maintain the 
structure for several 
years. The grant will also 

buy the chemicals used 
on a daily basis to keep 
the pool open.

Pool committee 
members have been 
working for several 
months to gather 
enough funding to 
complete the needed 
pool requirements, and 
to enable the town to 
offer free admission to 
everyone for a second 
year.

“The Robert and 
Louise Claflin grant 
committee was happy 
to play such a part in 
maintaining the free 
admission to the pool,” 
said Fields. “This will not 
only benefit the people 
of New Haven, but also 

the Bend Area, as well 
as the tri-county area of 
Meigs, Mason and Gallia 
counties.”

He continued, “We are 
sure Robert and Louise 
Claflin would be pleased 
in helping the children of 
the surrounding areas of 
New Haven enjoy the hot 
summer.”

The $7,125 grant will 
go to the community 
building, specifically for 
one new heat pump, as 
well as funds to cover half 
the cost of a second unit.

Fields said the new 
heat pumps will allow 
comfortable use of the 
building throughout 
the winter and summer 
months, when people are 

using it for basketball 
practice, roller skating, 
community meetings, 
party rentals and more. 
He added the more 
efficient heat pumps 
will benefit the town by 

lowering the utility bill.
Among those accepting 

the grants were Phyllis 
Arthur and Becky 
Benson, who wrote the 
grant applications, pool 
committee members 

Lisa Honaker and Alice 
Humphreys, Councilman 
and Recreation Director 
Matt Shell, and Mayor 
Greg Kaylor.

Mindy Kearns is a freelance writer 
for Ohio Valley Publishing. 
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Valuable Advice in 
Advance Planning.

Compassionate Guidance
in Your Time of Need.

We offer quality, understanding and 
expertise in funerals and preplanning.  
Our entire team is committed to 
providing honest and knowledgeable 
service in times of need, making us 
the funeral home our community 
trusts to ensure dignified and 
personalized final arrangements for 
cherished loved ones. 

David R. Deal Licensee in charge
Family owned David & Brad Deal

Keith Pratt & Greg Walker Associates

1401 Kanawha St.
Point Pleasant, WV 25550

 (304) 675-6000
www.dealfh.com

Deal Funeral Home

The good news is… 
Free is always better. The New Haven 

Municipal Swimming Pool will offer free 
admission to all, all summer long.

Financing a summer of free swimming
By Mindy Kearns
Special to OVP

Mindy Kearns | Courtesy photos
Two grants from the Robert and Louise Claflin Foundation, totaling over $14,000, were recently 
awarded in New Haven for the municipal swimming pool and community building. Pictured, front row, 
from left, are Becky Benson and Phyllis Arthur, who wrote the grant applications; Gary Fields, vice 
president and secretary of the Claflin foundation; and pool committee member Alice Humphreys. 
Back row, from left, are Matt Shell, New Haven councilman and recreation director; pool committee 
member Lisa Honaker; and Mayor Greg Kaylor.

As a special feature on last year’s opening day of the New Haven Municipal Swimming Pool, an 18-foot water slide was rented.

Free swimming will once again be offered at the New Haven Municipal Swimming Pool this summer.
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POINT PLEASANT 
— Life can be a beautiful 
ride but that doesn’t 
mean the road will be 
smooth.

“Life is a Beautiful 
Ride” is this year’s theme 
for National Donate Life 
Month, a time of year 
meant to raise awareness 
about the importance of 
organ donation. Every 
April, Pleasant Valley 
Hospital, in partnership 
with the Center for 
Organ Recovery and 
Education (CORE), host 
an observance featuring 
remarks by those affected 
by organ donation.

PVH CEO Glen 
Washington gave 
opening remarks and 
introduced each speaker 
at this month’s ceremony, 
including Jane Layton.

Layton spoke about 
her journey to receive 
a kidney, after being ill 
for five years in a battle 
that included diabetes. 
She was diagnosed in 
stage four kidney failure 
and then end stage. In 
January 2015 she began 
dialysis but afterward 
had a heart attack that 
required a significant 
bypass and therefore 
wasn’t able to go on the 
transplant list for another 
year. She eventually made 
it onto the list, calling it 
“a process.” There were 
more ups and downs, 
including hope from a 
friend who wanted to 
donate a kidney but then 
had unexpected health 
issues that derailed that 
plan. Legally blind from 
the diabetes, Layton 
couldn’t drive and many 
days didn’t feel well 
enough to do what most 
healthy people take for 
granted.

She said a church 
friend told her “it’s okay 
to pray for your own 
miracle.” Three weeks 
after these prayers, she 
received the call from The 
Ohio State University 
Medical Center where 
she received her kidney.

“I was never afraid, 
I was never worried …
God had this..all signs 
pointed that God had 
this,” she said. “…the 
doctor came out and said 
it (the kidney) ‘started 

to work before we got it 
completely hooked up. 
We think it’s perfect.’ It 
had to be God.”

Layton’s recovery 
was best-case scenario, 
expecting to be in the 
hospital 10 days but only 
staying four. She spoke 
about the second chance 
on life she’d been given, 
to spend time with her 
husband and son and to 
live a normal life.

“Without that donor, 
I don’t know how long 
I would’ve had,” she 
explained. “My life has 
totally changed thanks to 
someone who just cared 
enough to donate.”

Karen Jodon, 
diagnosed with a genetic 
disease that can cause 
irreversible damage 
to the lungs and liver, 
ended up with cirrhosis 
of the liver. The only way 
to overcome that grim 
prognosis is through a 
liver transplant, which 
she received in May 2016, 
following a diagnosis that 
happened in March 2015.

She lost a brother in 
2014 to cirrhosis and the 
same genetic condition 
that caused it. Due to 
other complicationss, he 
was unable get on the 
donor list. She began to 
have troubling symptoms 
but with memories of 
her brother’s death, was 
hesitant to go to the 
doctor at first. Her fear 
was confirmed and she 
ended up in end stage 
liver failure, followed by 
a rapid decline in her 
health.

She said she couldn’t 

eat well, she was 
exhausted all the time 
and after 27 years of 
working at one place, she 
had to make the “difficult 
decision” to step away 
from her job.

After much research, 
she found the “only 
answer” was a transplant 
but “getting on a list 
turned out to be very 
difficult.” After feeling 
drawn to the University 
of Virginia Medical 
Center, she was able 
to get on a waiting list 
there, but the wait was 
discouraging due to her 
disease’s progression.

“Things were 
progressing so rapidly, 
I didn’t feel I could 
make it,” she said. “My 
family is my world. I just 
thought, I can’t give them 
up.”

After a stay at West 
Virginia University’s 
Hospital during a 
significant decline in her 
health, she was flown to 
the hospital in Virginia, 
where she was told 
she was too weak for a 
transplant. Following 
some care to get her more 
stable and stronger for 
an eventual transplant, 
she was sent home but 
still discouraged. She said 
her sister was told by 
medical professionals, she 
had possibly two weeks 
to live…though her sister 
never shared this news 
with her. She said her 
sister insisted “God’s got 
this.”

“At that point, I was 
too week, I know God 
was there but I was too 

weak to carry myself to 
God, I had to depend on 
the prayers of others,” she 
said.

Following many 
prayers, Jodan finally 
received the call and she 
went back to Virginia 
where she was told 
a perfect match was 
found. Jodan said she 
was rejoicing but aware 
another family was 
feeling something much 
different.

“It’s not fair to be so 
happy that I’m going 
to live and this person 
sacrificed his life,” 
she said of that mix of 
emotions.

Like Layton, Jodon’s 
recovery went smoothly 
and “God and my body 
had a different idea” on 
expected complications 
that never arrived.

Jodon will be observing 
her third year with the 
new liver on May 18.

“You don’t know what 
life is until you’re so close 
to death’s door and God 
gives you the opportunity 
to live again,” she said.

The event was the first 
time Jodon spoke about 
her transplant, publicly, 
but like Layton, felt she 
needed to encourage 
people to donate the gift 
of life.

Then, Brandy Barkey 
Sweeney shared her 
experience with receiving 
a heart transplant. 
Sweeney, a strong 
advocate for organ 
donation, had a rare type 
of heart failure in 2014 
during her pregnancy 
with daughter Braylon. 

The diagnosis left her a 
mother of three young 
children with a plethora 
of unknowns on the 
horizon. That horizon 
became much brighter 
after receiving the heart 
of a hero, but there were 
a few bumps along that 
“beautiful ride.”

When hearing “it’s a 
go” while laying in the 
University of Pittsburgh 
Medical Center just prior 
to her transplant she said, 
“I prayed like I’ve never 
prayed in my life and 
I prayed for my donor 
family as well, because 
I knew that they were 
crying different types of 
tears. While mine were 
tears of joy, they were 
mourning a loved one.”

Like Layton and Jodon, 
Sweeney talked about 
that mix of emotions that 
came with getting the gift 
of life after someone else 
had died. As Jodon had 
put it, “I would love to 
know who is helping me 
live.”

Following the 
procedure, Sweeney 
eventually made contact 
with her donor’s sister 
through social media. She 
learned her donor was a 
hero to not only herself, 
but to others through his 
multiple organ donations.

With her husband 
Brandon and children 

Bryson, Braydon and 
Braylon watching her 
share her story, she said 
the decision was made 
early on to “not lay down 
and cry” about the hand 
she’d been dealt. She and 
her family instead put 
“faith in God,” echoing 
the sentiments of her 
fellow donor recipients.

“This year’s theme for 
Donate Life is ‘Life is a 
Beautiful Ride’…I look 
at it like, life truly is a 
beautiful ride…we’ve got 
mountains that we’ve got 
to climb…we have bumps 
in the road, especially in 
West Virginia, that we 
have to go over, but if it 
weren’t for those bumps 
and weren’t for those 
hills we had to climb, we 
wouldn’t appreciate and 
enjoy the beauty around 
us,” Brandy said. “It’s 
those small things.”

Leading the invocation 
and prayers was Pastor 
John Holland with 
remarks from Christy 
Conley, Community 
Outreach Coordinator 
CORE Liaison. Members 
of the color guard from 
the American Legion Post 
#23 of Point Pleasant, 
assisted with the flag 
raising ceremony outside 
the hospital.

Beth Sergent is editor of Ohio Valley 
Publishing. 
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The good news is… 
It’s OK to pray for your own miracle.

Celebrating the greatest gift
By Beth Sergent
bsergent@aimmediamidwest.com

Photos by Beth Sergent | OVP

Members of the color guard from American Legion Post #23 in Point Pleasant raise the Donate Life 
flag.

Jane Layton shares her story and support of organ donation.

Brandy Barkey Sweeney speaks at the recent National Donate Life 
Month observance.

Karen Jodon speaks about her liver transplant as Jane Layton, who 
received a kidney, listens.

Gathering for the flag raising at the organ donation awareness 
event earlier this month.
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Southern Local Schools, with community involvement, 
will prepare our students to meet the 

challenges of tomorrow by modeling excellence 
and teaching fundamental skills today.

Tony Deem - Superintendent
Scott Wolfe - Administrative Assistant
Christi Hendrix - Treasurer

Daniel Otto - High School Principal 7-12
Tricia McNickle - Principal PK-6

Boys and Girls Athletics
Future Farmers of America - Wood/Metal
Shop/Tech/Agriculture
Electronic Media and Writing For Publication
Schoolwide Title I Programming
Targeted Intervention Programming
Virtual Learning Center Programming
Tornado Pride Academic Program
Quiz Bowl
Special Education Services
High Academic Standards

State Superintendent’s Ohio School of Promise
Five Year Math Program
High-Tech Biology/Botany/Chemistry/Physics
Top Regional Percentage of Students Advanc-
ing to College
Average of $200,000 in Scholarships Provided
Vocational Offerings through Meigs Voc. 
Program
Parent Resource Center
Two Units of Pre-School
Early Childhood Education

Award-winning Band and Extracurriculars
State of the Art High School Classrooms
Science Olympiad
CC+-College Credit Plus
PBIS-Positive Behavior Supports
In-House Southern Health Clinic
New Community Fitness Center
STAR Reading Program 
Accelerated Reader Program
Headstart Unit
CEP Free Lunch & Breakfast for all in Elementary

Southern Local Schools
920 Elm Street ~ Racine, Ohio 45771

Southern High School Southern Elementary

PROGRAMS

SOUTHERN LOCAL MISSION STATEMENTSOUTHERN LOCAL MISSION STATEMENT

File photo

The 73rd annual Mason County Area Chamber of Commerce dinner recently hosted keynote speaker Jessica Lynch, former POW who served in the Iraq War. An awards presentation honoring the best in 
business and community service followed. In 2018, Bob McMillian, pictured at center, was honored by the chamber with its Community Service Award. Also pictured are Chamber Director Hilda Austin and 
Chamber member Leigh Ann Shepard. In addition to the spring dinner, the Chamber hosts monthly luncheons and a Christmas gathering at the end of the year.

Mason Chamber honors community’s best
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A D V A N C I N G  T H E  F I G H T  A G A I N S T  C A N C E R

TrueBeam™ 
Radiotherapy System

At the Holzer Center for Cancer Care, you can expect the highest level of advanced 

individualized care available.

The TrueBeam™ Radiotherapy System offers new possibilities for the treatment of 

cancers in the lung, breast, prostate, brain, head and neck, and more.  

• Treatments may now be completed 

   in less than 2 minutes

• Treatments are delivered with pin-point

   accuracy and less radiation exposure

• TrueBeam™offers state-of-the-art 

   Stereotactic Body Radiation (SBRT) 

    and Radiosurgery (SRS) treatments

• Just like the Cyberknife®, TrueBeam™

   delivers pinpoint radiation in 1-5 

   treatments instead of 30-40 treatments

1-855-4HOLZER
(1-855-446-5937)
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MASON — In West 
Virginia, 267,280 people 
are struggling with 
hunger, according to 
the “Feeding America” 
website, and 75,970 of 
those are children.

There are many entities 
fighting to make sure 
Mason Countians are 
no longer among those 
statistics, one of which 
is the Bend Area Food 
Pantry in Mason.

For the first time 
observer it might appear 
a bit chaotic, but in 
reality, the volunteers at 
the Bend Area pantry 
operate like a well-oiled 
machine as they prepare 
bags and boxes of food for 
the needy each week.

The pantry is located 
near the former Mason 
Elementary School on 
Adams Street, and serves 
people from the Lakin 
area to Letart. Under the 
direction of Vicky and 
Lew Nazarewycz, the 
pantry boasts between 
20 and 30 dedicated 
volunteers who show 
up each week to unload 
trucks, bag or box 
food, and then reload 
the groceries into the 
awaiting vehicles of those 
who need assistance.

And the need is great. 
Around 225 families 
are registered at the 
pantry. The volunteers 
serve between 50 and 
70 of those families 
at the smaller, weekly 
distribution, and 150 
families at the large 
monthly distribution.

“I never realized how 
much need there was in 

this little community,” 
said Vicky.

On the first, second, 
fourth and fifth Mondays 
of the month, from noon 
to 12:30 p.m., the pantry 
distributes food picked up 
from Walmart in Mason, 
as part of Walmart’s 
“Feed America” 
program. Boxes of frozen 
meat, fresh fruits and 
vegetables, bakery items 
and bottled water are 
weighed, separated into 
plastic grocery bags, and 
given out three to four 
bags at a time to each 
family. Last year, the 
pantry received 80,000 
pounds of food from 
Walmart that would have 
otherwise been dumped 
in the trash.

On the third Tuesday of 
each month, from 9 a.m. 
to noon, those coming 
to the pantry receive a 
box of food weighing 
approximately 50 pounds. 
That food comes from 
the Huntington Food 
Bank, donations to the 
local pantry, and food 
purchased by Vicky from 
the monetary donations 
the pantry receives.

The most recent boxes 
contained commodities 
of canned green beans, 
potatoes, corn and fruit, 
along with packages 

of various dried beans. 
Cereal, macaroni and 
cheese, soup, ravioli and 
other items from the 
pantry stock were added, 
and eggs and butter were 
purchased.

Vicky said the pantry 
has been blessed by the 
number of volunteers, the 
food donations, and the 
monetary donations it has 
received.

Many of the volunteers 
have been serving at the 
pantry for several years. 
Nancy Ohlinger watched 
as her mother served over 
the years, and continued 
the tradition following 
her mother’s death. Paul 
Hesson retired 14 years 
ago, and is now a 13-year 
volunteer. Directors Vicky 
and Lew began in their 
positions in June 2010, 
after Vicky retired from 
AEP just a month earlier. 
And there are many 
others with stories of 
similar dedication.

Vicky added the 
volunteers have a lot of 
fun as they work, and are 
like an extended family. 
Even Wahama High 
School students help out 
during the summer and 
breaks in exchange for 
community service hours.

Food donations 
for the pantry come 

from local businesses, 
churches, organizations 
and individuals. Some 
churches hold monthly 
challenges, bringing in 
a particular item for the 
month. Vicky said one 
child has asked for food 
donations each year on 
her birthday instead 
of gifts from friends 
and relatives. Farmers 
bring in extra from their 
harvests, as does the 
women’s prison at Lakin, 
which also has a garden.

The pantry is blessed 
with monetary donations, 
as well. Vicky said there 
is a 93-year-old woman 
who faithfully donates 
$20 each month. That 
contribution provides 60 

boxes of macaroni and 
cheese, or 40 cans of fruit 
or vegetables, she added.

“I can’t outspend God, 
I’ve tried,” Vicky laughed.

She stated she recently 
spent $1,100 at Save-A-
Lot, only to come home 
and find another $700 in 
donations in the mail.

When someone signs 
up to receive food 
from the pantry, the 
registration is good for 
one year. Information 
needed to register is 
name and address; 
total household income 
of everyone living in 
the household; proof 
of income; proof of 
residence; and full name, 
relationship and ages 
of all who reside in the 

household. Only one 
pickup is permitted per 
household.

The pantry began in 
the garage of a Bend Area 
pastor, moving next to 
Bachtel United Methodist 
Church, then to New 
Haven United Methodist 
Church. The pantry’s 
next stop was the former 
Mason Elementary 
School, before Northbend 
Church built the 
structure the pantry now 
calls home. Vicky said 
Northbend Pastor Jason 
Simpkins told her the 
building was theirs until 
the pantry ceased to exist 
or until Jesus comes.

Mindy Kearns is a freelance writer 
for Ohio Valley Publishing.
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TRADITION-SERVICE-VALUE
 "Our family serving your family for generations"

Funeral pre-planning has many benefi ts:

� Lets your wishes be known, so your funeral 
can be exactly how you want

� Provides an opportunity to create a 
personalized “Celebration of Life”

� Relieves  loved ones of fi nancial responsibility�
� Meigs Memory Gardens

Cemetery Plots & Mausoleum Crypts
45605 Eagle Ridge Road  Pomeroy, Ohio

Anderson McDaniel 
Funeral Home
www.andersonmcdaniel.com

James Anderson & Adam McDaniel: 
Directors

Contact us today for more information
740-992-5141   or  740-992-5444

Filling the pantry
By Mindy Kearns
Special to OVP

Volunteers are pictured at the Bend Area Food Pantry as they go through boxes of fresh fruit to 
distribute to the needy. Limes, oranges, bananas and more are among the offerings of the day, 
donated by and picked up at the local Walmart.

Mindy Kearns | Courtesy Photos

Bend Area Food Pantry Directors Lew and Vicky Nazarewycz, left, and volunteer Paul Hesson, are shown as they unload boxes of food provided by Walmart in Mason through the “Feed America” program. 
Last year, Walmart provided over 80,000 pounds of food to the pantry, which would have previously been thrown away in the garbage.

The good news is… 
The Bend Area Food Pantry is one of the 

many entities fighting to make sure Mason 
Countians are no longer among alarming 
statistics when it comes to struggling with 

hunger.
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POINT PLEASANT — For 
six years, a local organization 
has been providing mommies-
to-be and mommies-in-need 
with pertinent supplies for child 
care.

Recently, the Mason County 
Baby Pantry held its annual 
Community Baby Shower which 
was sponsored by Unicare this 
year.

This is one of the larger 
events hosted by the baby 
pantry volunteers. Expectant 
mothers within not only Mason 
County, but surrounding 
counties as well are given a true 
blue (or pink) baby shower 
consisting of socialization, 
food, fun, games, prizes, and 
gifts. Also, representatives from 
local organizations such as 
Unicare, Aetna, Mountain State 
Healthy Families, and Heart 
of Appalachia Educational 
Opportunity Center attended 
to provide useful information 
about their organizations to the 
soon-to-be mothers.

After the shower, each 
expectant mother leaves with a 
bundle of gifts to aid her when 
her new little one arrives.

Jassica Legg, director of 
the baby pantry, shared the 
idea for the baby pantry came 
to her after she had her son. 
She joined forces with Bree 
Ramey, of WorkForce West 
Virginia Center and baby pantry 
volunteer, who was then Legg’s 
representative from Mountain 
State Healthy Families.

“We were talking about it 
there were times when we 
counted change for diapers 
every week, you know, if I 
would’ve had something like 
this, then it would’ve been a lot 
less sleepless nights…,” said 
Legg. “Now I can provide that 
to someone else.”

Ramey had also noted from 
her work, mothers were always 
in need of baby supplies, so 
she went to the Mason County 
Family Resource Network 
(FRN) to help with the set up 
of the Mason County Baby 
Pantry. When the organization 
first began, it was held at the 

Harmon Park Community 
Center once a month, the same 
day as the food pantry, and all 
of the items were stored and 
hauled in a horse trailer. The 
original intention for the baby 
pantry was for it to be a swap 
meet between the mothers.

The popularity of the baby 
pantry rapidly grew and about 
a year later the volunteers 
were offered to run the baby 
pantry out of Bellemead United 
Methodist Church’s basement. 
This new home helped the 
volunteers immensely and 
provided them with storage 
space.

The baby pantry is regularly 
open on the second Monday of 
every month from noon–2 p.m. 
and the fourth Monday of every 
month from 5-7 p.m.

Residents of Mason County 
and Jackson County who pay 
a visit to the baby pantry will 
be provided with any sort of 
baby supplies they need such as 
diapers, wipes, formula, clothes, 
toys, swings, cribs, strollers, as 
well as head-to-toe baby items 
including shampoo, combs, 
brushes, socks, shoes, etc. 
Individuals outside of Mason 
and Jackson County are still 

provided with clothing ranging 
from sizes suited for infants to 
adults as well as certain toys.

Nothing through the baby 
pantry is income based, shared 
Legg.

“I tell everybody that comes 
in here that we do not want it 
to be like a charity, they are not 
coming in here and hanging 
their head. You’re going to 
come in here and hang out and 
your kids are going to play 
with mine…it’s a hang out, not 
a ‘you’re coming in here for a 
hand out.’ I don’t want anyone 
to ever fell bad about coming 
here because I’ve honest to God 
been there,” said Legg.

Regular volunteers at the baby 
pantry along with Legg and 
Ramey include Legg’s mother 
Becky Chandler who does the 
majority of the sorting of the 
donated items and Amie Kauff 
who assists with the sorting 
as well. Ramey handles the 
finances and Legg tackles the 
paperwork for the organization.

These volunteers work hard 
through the year with not only 
the bi-monthly baby pantries 
and the annual Community 
Baby Shower, but also provide 
Easter baskets for the students 

at Magic Years Daycare and 
the Early Education Station 
and provide Christmas gifts 
to families in need. For last 
Christmas, 285 children 
were provided with a special 
Christmas gift basket comprised 
of one to two new outfits, a pair 
of new shoes, a new coat, and 
toys.

“I really enjoy it, it’s really 
stressful, like Christmas is 
insane, but you just know some 
of kids are not going to get that 

much stuff,” said Legg.
The mothers who visit 

the baby pantry are very 
appreciative shared Legg. Many 
of the people who have received 
items from the baby pantry will 
later donate items back to the 
baby pantry once their children 
grow up or will help the baby 
pantry volunteers in another 
pay it forward fashion.

Erin Perkins is a staff writer for Ohio Valley 
Publishing. Reach her at (304) 675-1333, 
extension 1992.
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Cremeens-King Funeral Homes
75 Grape St.

Gallipolis, OH 45631
740-446-6333

800 West Main St.
P.O. Box 667

Pomery, OH 45769
740-992-9060

823 Elm St.
P.O. Box 323

Racine, OH 45771
740-949-3210

Jay Cremeens
Andrea Cremeens

Nathan King

cremeens� @yahoo.com

OH-70117464

196 E. Second Street
Pomeroy, OH  45769

740-992-3381

502 Elm Street
Racine, OH 45771

740-949-3138

www.simmonsmusserwarner.com
"Insurance Made Easy!"

Proud to serve Meigs County!

The good news is… 
The Mason County Baby Pantry stocks supplies and 

support for local families.

A safe space for new mothers
By Erin Perkins
eperkins@aimmediamidwest.com

A lunch was provided by the baby pantry volunteers at the Community Baby 
Shower.

Photos by Erin Perkins | OVP
All of the soon-to-be mothers in attendance at the Community Baby Shower were 
given prize drawing tickets to try and win certain baby items.

Representatives from other local organizations were set up at the shower, so the soon-to-be mothers could get useful information.

All of the soon-to-be mothers left the shower with several items from the 
drawing.

Towards the end of the drawing, all of the soon-to-be mothers were called up to 
pick from the remaining items.
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CHESTER — As Meigs 
County celebrates its 
Bicentennial, one piece of 
history that is nearly as 
old as the county stands 
above the rest.

Nearly 200 years 
after Meigs County’s 
first courthouse was 
constructed, the building 
remains standing, not 
only as Ohio’s oldest 
courthouse, but the oldest 
standing courthouse in 
the Northwest Territory.

With extensive 
renovation work 
completed in the late 
1990s, the courthouse 
has been open to the 
public since 2001, 
serving as a museum, 
as well as a site for 
genealogical research at 
the neighboring Chester 
Academy building. It 
was in the mid-1990s 
when the restoration 
of the courthouse was 
first discussed that the 
Chester Shade Historical 
Association was formed 
to organize the efforts. 
In 1997 Chester Shade 
Historical Association 
began the annual Chester 
Shade Days event to 
draw interest to the 
courthouse.

“It was the county 
courthouse and a 
beautiful building,” 
said Mary Powell of the 
Chester Courthouse.

Walking through the 
two story courthouse, 
visitors can see where 
some of Meigs County’s 
earliest trials were 
held, as well as where 
the county conducted 
business from November 
1823 until July 1841 
when the county seat was 
moved to Pomeroy.

According to 
information available at 
the Chester Courthouse, 
Middleport was the 
first county seat, but 
“buildings of justice” 
were never built there.

In 1821, Levi Steadman 
donated 30 acres of land 
in Chester where the 
historic courthouse was 
constructed. Steadman, 
one of the first elected 
commissioners of the 
county along with 
William Alexander and 
Elijuah Runner, met at 
Steadman’s residence 
until the courthouse was 
completed in 1823.

Powell, who has 
been involved in the 
restoration of the 
courthouse since the 
mid-1990s, recalled 
that the minutes of the 
early commissioner 
meetings show the 
specifics of the size and 
building materials for the 
courthouse.

In restoring the 
courthouse, the group 
made sure the windows 
were brought back to the 
original size as designed 
when the building was 
built. Powell explained 
over the years some of 

the windows had been 
bricked in or partially 
bricked to make them 
a standard size. In 
restoring the courthouse 
to its original state, the 
windows were part of the 
plan.

The roof was one of the 
main things what needed 
to be done, and while the 
original materials could 
not be used due to fire 
codes, it was important 
to make the roof look as 
much like it would have 
originally.

Even the original doors 
remain, with one having 
been refurbished and the 
hope to do the others at a 
future time.

The courthouse 
was built with local 
lumber originally so 
when it came time to 
do the restoration it 
was important to have 
the local lumber once 
again. While the stairs 
are original in the 
courthouse, there was 
no railing. Delmar Baum 
built the new hand rail 
for the stairs using local 
woods, including a piece 
of poison ivy, said Powell.

While electric has been 
added to the building 
to make it usable year 
round, the light fixtures 
and other items have 
been designed to be 
similar to what would 
have been in place at the 
time the building was 
constructed.

In the upstairs portion 
of the courthouse, there 
are four pillars in the 
center. Those pillars, as 
part of the restoration, 
were made into a secure 
glass room for display of 
special items.

Powell recalled in 2003 
when the Morgan’s Raid 
event came through 
as part of the state 
bicentennial where Civil 
War artifacts were able 
to be displayed at the 
Chester Courthouse 
because they had the 
secure room for the items 
to be displayed in.

The restoration was 
costly, with grant funds, 
donations and many 
fundraisers taking place 
to bring the project to 
completion. The first 
funds for the courthouse 
came from students 
at nearby Chester 
Elementary who collected 
pennies to be given to the 
project, said Powell.

“It is expensive to save 
the buildings, but it is 
expensive to build new. 
Without history there is 
no meaning,” said Powell.

Placed on the National 
Register of Historic 
Places in 1976 by the 
Return Jonathan Meigs 

DAR Chapter, the 
building’s extensive 
restoration in the mid 
to late 1990s were part 
of the efforts of Powell, 
Dale Colburn and Patricia 
Holter, among others.

Now, the courthouse 
has been restored with 
many of the original 
specifications stated by 
the first commissioners. 
The original beams for 
the room still remain 
visible on the second 
story, allowing visitors to 
see the craftsmanship of 
the historic structure.

It was not long after 
the courthouse opened 
that the academy building 
became the next project 
for Chester Shade.

“It was an accident,” 
said Powell of taking on 
the restoration of the 
academy. There was a 
bad windstorm which 
curled up a portion of 
the roof on the back of 
the academy. Looking to 
see if the roof could be 
reattached, they found 
that timbers had rotted 
and the building was not 
in the shape they thought 
it was.

“Looking at the outside 
it was okay. We had no 
idea it was in bad shape,” 
said Powell.

Less than a year after 
opening the courthouse, 
they were once again 
starting over with 
fundraising, grants and 
the restoration process.

Powell explained 
Colburn suggested they 
talk to then-Senator Mike 
DeWine about the Save 
America’s Treasures 
grant to see if that could 
be used to help with the 
project. As it was near 
the time for DeWine’s 
annual pie and ice cream 
social at his home, 
Colburn, Powell and her 
husband Gerald made 
to trip to talk to him 
about it. DeWine and Ted 
Strickland helped Chester 
Shade to secure the grant 
funding for the project 
which went a long way 
toward helping with the 
restoration costs.

Much of the work at the 
buildings was completed 
by volunteers, with 
some people putting in 
over 5,000 hours on the 
projects.

Among the unique 
features which remain 
in the Academy are the 
marble circles in the floor 
on the first floor. Powell 
explained that the marble 
circles were probably 
for students to play on 
during days when they 
had to stay inside for 
recesses.

The bell at the 
Academy remains the 

original, although the 
cradle it is in has been 
replaced.

As for why she 
got involved in the 
restoration of the 
courthouse and the 
Chester-Shade Historical 
Association, Powell said 
she had an interest in 
history, not as a child, but 

as she grew older.
“Looking back and 

being able to fill it 
(history learned as a 
child) with what I learned 
after I became an adult, it 
became a treasure,” said 
Powell. That only grew 
once she began to look 
into family history.

“Meigs County is such 

a beautiful county if 
people would just wake 
up. They don’t realize 
what we have here. A 
lot of things need to be 
saved,” said Powell.

While the initial 
restoration work has been 
done on the courthouse 
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3 418 Main Street Point Pleasant
304-675-3400

This collection is a tribute to the skills of artisans in 
the past who wrought beauty from the iron in their 
forges. The intricate scroll designs show as well in 
sterling silver as they do in decorative ironwork.

281 Scenic Dr. Point Pleasant WV 25550
Check Out Our FACEBOOK Page

304-675-3039

MASON COUNTY
CAREER CENTER

Career & 
Work Skills

Automotive 
Technology

Graphic 
Design

Building 
Trades

Welding 
Technologies
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 Occupations

Business 
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The good news is… 
Meigs County’s history is alive in Chester.

Preserving history and celebrating the past
By Sarah Hawley
shawley@aimmediamidwest.com

File photos
The quilt of the village of Chester was created by elementary students at Chester Elementary School 
several years ago.

On the top floor of the academy building are genealogical records, as well as books such as these 
which are duplicate auditor’s records.

See HISTORY | 37



2019 COMMUNITY PRIDE AND PROGRESS Ohio Valley Publishing36    Friday, April 26, 2019

About us

Early Intervention supports infants and toddlers with 
developmental delays and disabilities. We utilize child 
and family interests as the foundation for intervention by 
partnering with parents and other caregivers to support 
children as they learn and grow. 

Early Intervention focuses on enhancing child participation 
in existing and desired family, community, and early 
childhood experiences. 

The Early Intervention team works together in their 
expertise with the family to help parents meet their goals 
they have for their child’s development and help families 
fi nd answers and resources to their rough questions and 
concerns. 

Services provided under the Individualized 
Family Service Plan  (IFSP)

QUESTIONS? CALL US! 740-444-7632 MONDAY - 
FRIDAY 8 A.M. TO 4 P.M.

- Service Coordination

-Speech Therapy

-Vision Services

-Nutrition Services

-Special Instruction

- Occupational Therapy

-Hearing Services

-Physical Therapy

+ 17 Other Early 

Intervention services!

Meigs County Early 
Intervention

Supporting children and their families, to 
enhance children’s learning and development 

through everyday learning opportunities!
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www.ohioearlyintervention.org

HOW CAN YOU MAKE A REFERRAL TO 
EARLY INTERVENTION?
Go to your local Early Intervention 
Agency

175 Race Street - P.O. Box 191 
Middleport, Ohio 45760

By phone 740-289-3824 -or- 740-289-1176

Online www.ohioearlyintervention.org/
referral
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“Serving The Community 
For Over 75 Years”

CITY ICE 
AND FUEL CO.

LP Gas

For Home Heating, Corn Drying and Green Houses

We Supply

MARATHON MOTOR 
OILS AND GREASE 

FOR ALL YOUR CAR, 
FARM AND HEAVY 
EQUIPMENT NEEDS

We supply 
Gasohol, clear 
Diesel, Dyed 
diesel and 
Kerosene

L.P. Delivery

 Monday to
Friday 8 to 5

Saturday 9-12
Closed Sunday

 LP Gas & Oil:
304-675-1700

Point Pleasant, 
WV
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and the academy, there 
are still things to be done 
and upkeep which must 
be done.

Chester Shade 
Historical Association 
hosts programs for area 
students, allowing them 
hands on learning about 
the history of their home.

“Come and see it; 
touch it; live it,” said 
Powell of the opportunity 
for those of all ages to 
come to the courthouse.

“The State of Ohio is 
beautiful. There is so 
much history here,” said 
Powell. She encouraged 
individuals and families 
to get out and explore 
the history of the area 
and the state.

The Chester 
Courthouse and 
Academy are open 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., 
Monday, Wednesday, 
Friday and Saturday.

Sarah Hawley is the managing 
editor of The Daily Sentinel.
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Buckeye REC, P.O. Box 200, Rio Grande, Ohio
800-231-2732  www.buckeyerec.coop

Providing electricity
to homes, farms,
and businesses

for more than 80 years.

HAFFELT’S MILL 
OUTLET, INC.

Your Floor 
Covering Specialists,

So You Don’t 
Have To Be!

740-446-2107
Marlin & Nancy Rose, Owners

4247 State Route 160
Gallipolis, OH

www.ha� eltsmilloutlet.com
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Locally Owned and 
Operated

The Chester-Shade Historical Association takes part in many 
events, as well as teaching students about the history of the area 
when they visit the courthouse.

From page 35

History

Located on the first floor of the courthouse, this organ was crafted by the Mason and Hamlin Organ Company.

The Chester Courthouse is seen here during the Morgan’s Raid reenactment.

File photos
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POINT PLEASANT 
— This year a local 
organizations’ members 
brought not only a 
special awareness event 
to the area, but are also 
participating in a national 
charity awareness 
challenge involving 
cycling.

Recently, members 
of Bike Point partnered 
with Pleasant Valley 
Hospital (PVH) and held 
a special Friday night 
ride to donate life. Gabe 
Roush, athletic trainer 
and manager of Sports 
Medicine at PVH and 
Bike Point member, 
shared fellow PVH 
employees spoke with 
him about April being 
“Donate Life Month” 
and knowing he was an 
advocate for cycling, 
asked if an awareness ride 
could be held.

Roush felt this 
awareness ride to 
promote the importance 
of organ donation 
while also recognizing 
both organ donors and 
recipients would be a 
perfect way to kick start 
the Friday Night Rides 
of 2019 which Bike Point 
members hold throughout 
the summer months each 
year.

At the event, employees 
of PVH had a table set 
up with information 
regarding organ donation 
and individuals had the 
opportunity to register 
as a organ donor at 
Riverfront Park. Light 
refreshments for after 
the ride and giveaways 
were available to 
the participants and 
attendees as well.

The ride was six-miles 
along the Point Pleasant 
Bike Trail.

“I thought this was 
a really good cause all 
together,” said Roush. 
“It’s a good cause for 
awareness, it’s a good 
reason to get people out 
and to socialize and share 
stories.”

Bike Point is a local 
organization that began 
in 2014, with members 
having a common goal to 
bring a bike trail to Point 
Pleasant. Throughout the 
years, the members have 
held various fundraising 
rides and events towards 
this project as well as 
promoting cycling and 
other physical activities 
in the area. Since 2017, 
Bike Point’s largest event 
Bikes&BBQ, which this 
year has changed to 
Bikes, BBQ, & Bluegrass, 
has been held each June.

“We’re just kind of an 
open group, Bike Point, 
we just like to encourage 
people to ride, advocate 
for cycling,” said Roush. 
“People involved with 
Bike Point have hit 
almost every aspect of 
physical activity.”

Bike Point members 
have helped with getting 
the grants for projects 
such as the Fit Pit at 
Harmon Park and to start 
up kayak rentals at Krodel 
Park for this summer. 
The members also helped 
fund the bike racks 
throughout the city and 
have put up the cycling 
safety signs through 
their typical biking route 
through downtown.

“It’s a really good group 
of people who really just 
want to see a healthy 
town, county, state,” 
said Roush. “Bike Point 
is doing a good job at 
advocating for physical 
activity in general.”

This year, Roush is 
participating in one of the 
largest nationwide cycling 
events, the Great Cycle 
Challenge.

He shared his former 
manager at Holzer 
Orthopedics and a fellow 
cycling advocate in the 
area Shawn Livingston 
has been participating in 
the event since it began 
in 2015.

The primary goal of 
this event is to raise funds 
towards cancer research 
focusing on cases in the 
youth.

According to the 
Great Cycle Challenge’s 
website, people of all ages 
and abilities from every 
state across the country 
set themselves a personal 
riding goal and challenge 
themselves to pedal 
throughout June to fight 
kids’ cancer.

Within four years, the 
community of riders from 
all 50 states have ridden a 
total of 12,205,253 miles, 
and together have raised 
$16,070,740 in support of 
research to develop better 
treatments and find a 
cure for childhood cancer.

Over 15,700 American 
children are diagnosed 
with cancer every year, 
and sadly, 38 children die 

every week. Participants 
in this event are riding 
to give these kids the 
brighter futures they 
deserve, and organizers of 
this event believe that any 
one individual can make 
their personal impact 
to fight cancer and save 
little lives.

Great Cycle Challenge 
USA is a national 
Children’s Cancer 
Research Fund (CCRF) 
fundraising initiative held 
throughout June.

Roush shared he and 

Livingston have made a 
team, Josie’s Crew, and 
will be riding for Josie 
Glaze of Gallia County 
who is a four year old girl. 
She was diagnosed with 
retinoblastoma of her 
right eye in September of 
2018. Any local riders are 
welcome to join Roush 
and Livingston in their 
challenge.

Roush’s personal 
goal to reach by June 
30 is $500 and to ride 
300 miles. Livingston’s 
personal goal to reach by 

June is $500 and to ride 
500 miles.

To support these 
riders, donations can be 
made by visiting https://
greatcyclechallenge.
com/Riders/GabeRoush 
and/or https://
greatcyclechallenge.com/
Riders/shawnLivingston.

Some information from https://
greatcyclechallenge.com was used 
in this article.

Erin Perkins is a staff writer for 
Ohio Valley Publishing. Reach her at 
(304) 675-1333, extension 1992.
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1588 Gage Road, 

Patriot OH, 45658

Phone: 740-379-9109
Hours: Mon-Fri 6 am to 4 pm 

and Sat 6 am to 11 am
SIDING AND ROOFING COLORS

ONE DAY SERVICE
• Quality Products, 
Exceptional Value,

   Unsurpassed Service!
• Stop in anytime to see how 

we create our
    products with our top of 

the line equipment.
• We Manufacture Painted 
Roofi ng and Metal Siding

Ridenour’s Gas Service
•Residential
•Commercial
•Bulk & Bottled
•Home
•Farm
•Industry

(740)985-3307 •PO Box 55
Chester, OH

•Repair
•Sales & Service
•Vented & Unvented 

Heaters
•Empire & Free 
Standing Fireplaces

P.O. Box 55
Chester, OH 

(740) 985-3307

• Residential
• Commercial
• Bulk & Bottled
• Home
• Farm
• Industry
• Repair

• Sales & Service
• Vented & Unvented 
   Heaters
• Empire & 
   Free-standing 
   Fireplaces

Ridenour’s Gas Service

OH-70117443

The good news is… 
The cycling culture in Point Pleasant is 

growing, and giving back.

Cycling for a cause
By Erin Perkins
eperkins@aimmediamidwest.com

The cyclists heading to their bicycles preparing for their six-mile ride along the Point Pleasant Bike 
Trail.

Photos by Erin Perkins | OVP

The participants of the recently held Friday night ride to donate life pictured in front of PVH’s informational booth on organ donation.

One of the cyclists heading out for the Friday night ride which began at Riverfront Park.
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Providing electricity  
to homes, farms,  
and businesses  

for more than 80 years.

Buckeye REC, P.O. Box 200, Rio Grande, Ohio
800-231-2732       www.buckeyerec.coop
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“Serving The Community For Over 75 Years”

CITY ICE AND FUEL CO.
LP Gas

For Home Heating, Corn Drying and Green Houses

MARATHON MOTOR OILS AND 
GREASE FOR ALL YOUR CAR, FARM 

AND HEAVY EQUIPMENT NEEDS

DISPATCHER - TONY MEAIGE
Fuel Oil  
Delivery:  

Homer Riffle

L.P. Delivery: 
Jimmy Blain 

Paul Higginbotham 
Casey Hart

Accounting 
Dept. 

304-675-2460 
Rt. 62 North

Sales: 
Keith Pridemore 
& Howard Blain

Fuel & LP Gas & Oil: 
304-675-1700 

Point Pleasant, WV
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MEIGS LOCAL SCHOOLS

WHERE 

EXCELLENCE 

BEGINS...

OH-70120110

workmanmonuments.com
420 1st Ave, Gallipolis OH • 740-853-1125

561 Camp Conley Road, Point Pleasant WV 25550

304-857-5041
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• Efficiency/1 Bedroom
• Must be 62 years or older
• Or qualifying disability
• Income based-HUD Subsidized
• Extremely low income priority per HUD guidelines

Taking Applications

ALL UTILITIES 

ARE PAID

The Maples
740-992-7022
Managed by 
Silverheels
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OVER

23 ACRES
OF GREENHOUSES

1/4 Mile North Pomeroy
Mason Bridge

Mason, WV
Phone (304) 773-5323

2400 Eastern Ave.
Gallipolis, Ohio
(740) 446-1711
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EASTERN
LOCAL 

SCHOOL 
DISTRICT351 Buckeye Hills Rd., 

Rio Grande, OH 
740-245-5334

www.buckeyehills.net
Offering a Wide Variety of Career and Technical Training for 

Traditional and Non-Traditional Students

Creating Successful Lives
QUESTIONS? CALL US! 740-444-7632 MONDAY - FRIDAY 8 A.M. TO 4 P.M.

Meigs County Early Intervention

Supporting children and their families, to enhance 
children’s learning and development through everyday 

learning opportunities!

HOW CAN YOU MAKE A REFERRAL TO EARLY INTERVENTION?

Go to your local Early Intervention Agency
175 Race Street - P.O. Box 191 Middleport, Ohio 45760

By phone: 740-289-3824 -or- 740-289-1176
Online: www.ohioearlyintervention.org/referral

OH-70120118

Foreman & Abbott
Heating & Cooling

391 N. 2nd Avenue 
Middleport, OH 

740-992-5321 
1-800-359-4303

WV 008243
OH 21289

SERVING OUR COMMUNITIES SINCE 1953
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SERVING YOU FOR OVER 60 YEARS
www.rutlandbottlegas.com

Torch • Logan • McConnelsville • Rutland • Gallipolis • The Plains • Jackson

740-742-2511 or 1-800-837-8217

Call us today to compare prices!

60
36
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56

740-992-2511 • 1-800-837-8217

Family Owned and Operated for over 70 years

282 Main Street
Rutland, Ohio
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OH-70120125
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31 42
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31 42
740.245.7208
www.rio.edu
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HAFFELT’S MILL OUTLET, INC.

Your Floor 
Covering Specialists,

So You Don’t 
Have To Be! 740-446-2107

Marlin & Nancy Rose, Owners

4247 State Route 160, Gallipolis, OH
www.ha� eltsmilloutlet.com
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MEIGS COUNTY BOARD OF DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES
1310 Carleton Street • Syracuse, Ohio 45779 • 740.992-6681

mcbdd@suddenlinkmail.com • www.meigscbdd.org

Bossard Memorial Library
7 Spruce Street 

Gallipolis, OH 45631
(740) 446-7323

bossardlibrary.org 

Bossard Memorial LibraryBossard Memorial LibraryBossard Memorial Library
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Giving back to the community

File photo

The Hartley family of Point Pleasant, a business presence particularly with City Ice & Fuel for years, often gives back to the community. In 2017, the Mason County Area Chamber of Commerce honored them 
with its Community Service Award for the family’s efforts on Hartley Square in downtown Point Pleasant. Also in recent years, the family made a significant donation to help build the “Hartley Market Lamb 
Barn” at the Mason County Fair, with Greg Hartley of City Ice & Fuel presenting the check to the fair.


