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Blue Devils have high hopes this year
By Bryan Walters

bwalters@aimmediamidwest.com

CENTENARY, Ohio — The
hunters are now the hunted.
The Gallia Academy boys basketball team enjoyed a bountiful
2017-18 campaign that witnessed
a lot of historical boundaries
being torn down.
The Blue Devils posted their
first 20-win season in 15 years and
also captured the school’s first sectional championship in a decade

en route to finishing last winter
with a 20-4 overall mark.
The Blue and White bring
back four starters and 10 players
from that squad, plus have seven
seniors to help guide the way
through the rigors of the 2018-19
season.
Given the talent, depth and
experience that GAHS head coach
Gary Harrison has to work with,
the sixth-year mentor believes
that this team has prepared itself
for another successful run.

The only difference, as he
notes, is that his Blue Devils are
wearing a rather large bull’s-eye
on their collective backs this
winter.
“This year should be fun. This
is what we’ve been building for
and the kids have worked really
hard this summer,” Harrison said.
“We’ve played a lot of unbelievable
competition in the offseason at
different camps, so we’ll see if that
pays off for us when things start
up in late November.

2018-19 GAHS Roster
No. Name...................... Gr... Ht....Pos
1 Cole Davis*............ Sr... 5-11.... G
2 Reece Thomas....... Jr.... 6-1...... G
3 Caleb Henry*......... Sr... 6-1...... G
10 Justin McClelland*.Sr... 6-2..... G
11 Blaine Carter*........ Sr... 6-2......F
12 Colton Caldwell...... Jr.... 6-0......F
14 Logan Blouir*......... Jr.... 6-2..... G
20 Devin Lee................ Jr.... 5-11.... G
21 Brendan Carter*.... Sr... 5-11.... G
22 Cory Call*............... Sr... 6-2..... G
23 Ben Cox*................ Jr.... 6-0......F
32 Zach Loveday*....... Jr.... 7-1.......F
33 Justin Wilcoxon...... Jr.... 5-10.... G
35 Damon Cremeens. Jr.... 6-3......F
44 Bailey Walker*........ Sr... 6-2......F
Head Coach: Gary Harrison (6th
season)
* — indicates varsity returnee

2018-19 GAHS Schedule

Bryan Walters | OVP Sports

Pictured are members of the 2018-19 Gallia Academy varsity boys basketball team. Kneeling in front, from left, are
Logan Blouir, Colton Caldwell, Reece Thomas and Ben Cox. Standing in middle are Cory Call, Cole Davis, Brendan
Carter, Justin Wilcoxon, Devin Lee and Justin McClelland. Standing in back are Bailey Walker, Damon Cremeens, Zach
Loveday, Blaine Carter and Caleb Henry.

Date
Nov. 30
Dec. 4
Dec. 11
Dec. 14
Dec. 28
Jan. 4
Jan. 5
Jan. 8
Jan. 11
Jan. 15
Jan. 18
Jan. 22
Jan. 25
Jan. 26
Jan. 29
Feb. 1
Feb. 2
Feb. 5
Feb. 8
Feb. 15

Opponent
Time
at Athens
6 p.m.
at River Valley 6 p.m.
vs. Rock Hill
6 p.m.
at Ironton
6 p.m.
at Logan
6 p.m.
at Coal Grove 6 p.m.
vs. Point Pleasant6 p.m.
vs. South Point 6 p.m.
vs. Fairland
6 p.m.
at Portsmouth 6 p.m.
vs. Chesapeake 6 p.m.
at Rock Hill
6 p.m.
vs. Ironton
6 p.m.
vs. Warren
6 p.m.
vs. Coal Grove 6 p.m.
at South Point 6 p.m.
vs. River Valley 6 p.m.
at Fairland
6 p.m.
vs. Portsmouth 6 p.m.
at Chesapeake 6 p.m.

See Hopes | 38

The Mason Jar
Antique & Craft Mall

OH-70090352

530 First Avenue,
Gallipolis, OH
740-446-3834

Antiques, Candles, Crafts, Flags,
Furniture and everything
to decorate your home.
HLTNKN5

For more than 40 years
the French Art Colony (FAC)
has woven creative threads
throughout our diverse area,
connecting people
in a colorful celebration of life.

HLTNKN5

408 Main Street, Point Pleasant

304-675-4477

HLTNKN5

OH-70090984
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Meigs hoping to make the most of 2018-19 season
By Alex Hawley

ahawley@aimmediamidwest.com

ROCKSPRINGS, Ohio — Youth
and seniority, the Marauders have
the best of both worlds.
The 2018-19 Meigs boys basketball team is made up of four
seniors, three juniors, a sophomore and a trio of freshmen, with
five of players returning from last
year’s 10-14 squad.
Another first-year Marauder
is head coach Jeremy Hill, who
replaced Ed Fry after four seasons. Hill — who spent the past
five seasons at Eastern— is happy
with how his first offseason at
Meigs went, but admits the learn-

ing curb is still there.
“We’ve had a good offseason,”
Hill said. “Everything that we
competed in, we ended up winning. Whenever you develop
a winning habit, it seems to
translate over into the season.
We’ve had good conditioning, the
kids have worked really hard to
get themselves in shape. We’re
slowing progressing to where
we need to be, we’re not there
yet. I’m getting to know the kids,
learning what they’re capable of,
and they’re learning my offensive
sequence and defensive style.
“Our goal is to continue learning everyday, hopefully by Christmas break we will be firing on

all-8 cylinders. Seriously, we have
kids who have never played manto-man defense, so we’re trying to
teach as much as we can.”
The most experienced Marauder is senior guard Zach Bartrum,
entering season No. 4 on the
MHS varsity. Next is junior guard
Weston Baer, who has two previous years of varsity experience
and was an All-Ohio special mention last winter.
Baer and Bartrum were Meigs’
two all-league honorees a year
ago, averaging 20 and 14 points
respectively.
Senior Nick Lilly, juniors Bobby

2018-19 MHS Roster
No. Name...................... Gr... Ht....Pos
4 Cole Betzing........... Sr... 5-11.... G
10 Coulter Cleland...... Fr.... 6-0..... G
12 Ty Bartrum............. Fr.... 6-0..... G
14 Zach Bartrum*...... Sr... 6-0..... G
20 Weston Baer*......... Jr.... 6-2..... G
22 Nick Lilly*............... Sr... 5-11.... G
24 Cooper Darst......... Sr... 6-0......F
32 Wyatt Hoover*....... So.. 6-2..... C
34 Morgan Roberts..... Fr.... 6-2......F
40 Austin Mahr*......... Jr.... 6-0......F
42 Bobby Musser*...... Jr.... 6-5..... C
Head Coach:
Jeremy Hill (1st season)
* — indicates varsity returnee.

See Meigs | 39
2018-19 MHS Schedule
Date
11-30
12-4
12-7
12-8

Alex Hawley | OVP Sports

Pictured above are members of the 2018-19 Meigs varsity boys basketball team. Kneeling in the front row, from
left, are Coulter Cleland, Austin Mahr, Nick Lilly, Cole Betzing, and Ty Bartrum. Standing in the back row are Zach
Bartrum, Weston Baer, Cooper Darst, Bobby Musser, Wyatt Hoover and Morgan Roberts.

12-11
12-14
12-18
12-21
12-28
12-29
1-4
1-8
1-11
1-15
1-18
1-25
1-29
2-2
2-5
2-8
2-12
2-15

Opponent
Time
at Southern
6 p.m.
vs. Warren
6 p.m.
vs. Wellston
6 p.m.
vs. Oak Hill
at Rio Grande 8 p.m.
at Marietta
6 p.m.
at Alexander
6 p.m.
at Vinton County 6 p.m.
vs. Jackson
6 p.m.
at River City ClassicTBA
at River City ClassicTBA
vs. Athens
6 p.m.
vs. Nelsonville-York 6 p.m.
at River Valley 6 p.m.
at Wellston
6 p.m.
vs. Alexander
6 p.m.
vs. Vinton County 6 p.m.
at Point Pleasant 6 p.m.
at Chillicothe
6 p.m.
vs. Marietta
6 p.m.
at Athens
6 p.m.
at Nelsonville-York 6 p.m.
vs. River Valley 6 p.m.

CHARLESTON ACOUSTICS
of Gallipolis

Your Commercial Interior & Specialty Supplier
DELIVERY SERVICE / BOOM SERVICE

740-446-0724
galliaautosales.com

OH-70090261

2147 Jackson Pike
Bidwell, OH 45614

Mike Bastiani
Mike Brumfield
www.charlestonacoustics.com

Mitch Williams
Adam Jagers
740-446-7090

OH-70090250
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Big Blacks looking for bounce back year
By Alex Hawley

ahawley@aimmediamidwest.com

POINT PLEASANT, W.Va. —
Opportunity in abundance.
The Point Pleasant boys basketball team has just seven players
back from last year’s 3-19 squad,
with just four of the returnees
earning varsity letters a year ago.
Seventh-year PPHS head coach
Josh Williams — who lost just
one player, Trace Derenberger, to
graduation from last year’s team
— was disappointed that so many
potential returnees were lost, but
was optimistic about the the guys
who will step into those vacated
roles.
“We had a great offseason, and
then we ran into a little bit of a
difficult situation,” Williams said.
“We still have a good core, but we
ran into some off the court issues
and went from nine returning
lettermen down to four, with the
dismissal of four and one transfer-

ring out. We also had another
player who would have lettered
this year transfer, but we still have
some returning lettermen to build
around.
“It’s kind of like select timbering, when you get rid of the big
timber, it give a chance for the
smaller trees to grow. At Point,
we’ve always been ‘next man up’.
So we’ve had some team adversity,
but we’re thinking some kids are
going to step up.”
Point Pleasant seniors Brayden
Canterbury and Evan Cobb, as
well as junior Braxton Yates, lead
the way with two previous years
of varsity experience apiece.
PPHS juniors Jovone Johnson,
Aiden Sang, and McKeehan Justus, and sophomore Hunter Bush
are all entering year No. 2 for the
Red and Black.
“I think the strength of the
team is our numbers,” Williams
said. “We have a heavy junior
class, that was here as sopho-

mores. We’re going to rely on
our defense to create turnovers,
because we’ll struggle to score
at times. We’re hoping that with
our defense, and some of the new
concepts we’re putting in, it’ll generate some easy buckets to help in
that department. Some of these
guys will be given a role where
they’re asked to score more than
they have in the past.”
The Big Blacks’ cast of newcomers include Damon Thompson, Kyelar Morrow, Luke Derenberger, Trey Peck, Hunter Blain,
Hayden Scott, Zach McDaniel,
Jordan Daubenmire, Jon Robertson, Nick Smith, Braxton
Watkins-Lovejoy, Zach Beckett,
Wes Grimes and Josh Towe.
Last season, Point Pleasant’s
wins came over Poca, River Valley and Hannan. The Big Blacks
aren’t scheduled to face the Dots
this season, but will battle both
the Raiders and Wildcats.
“We have no gimmes on our

Alex Hawley | OVP Sports

See bounce | 45
2018-19 PPHS Roster
No. Name..................... Gr.... Ht...Pos
1 Damon
Thompson............. Jr..... 5-8.... G
2 Kyelar Morrow....... So.... 6-2.... G
2 Luke
Derenberger.......... Fr..... 6-1..... C
5 Aiden Sang*.......... Jr..... 6-2.... G
5 Trey Peck............... Fr..... 6-1..... G
10 Hunter Blain.......... Jr..... 5-9.... G
11 Jovone Johnson*.. Jr..... 6-2.G-F
11 Hayden Scott........ Fr..... 5-5.... G
12 Zach McDaniel...... Fr..... 5-6.... G
15 Braxton Yates*...... Jr..... 6-1..... G
21 Jordan
Daubenmire.......... Sr.... 6-1......F
21 Jon Robertson...... So.... 6-0.....F
22 Nick Smith............ Jr..... 6-3.F-C
23 Hunter Bush*........ So.... 6-2.... G
24 Bradyn
Canterbury*.......... Sr.... 6-2.....F
24 Braxton
Watkins-Lovejoy... So.... 5-7..... G
30 Zach Beckett......... Fr..... 5-11.G-F
32 McKeehan
Justus*.................. Jr..... 6-1.. F-C
33 Wes Grimes........... So.... 5-11....F
34 Evan Cobb*........... Sr.... 6-1......F
55 Josh Towe.............. Fr..... 6-1.. F-C
Head Coach:
Josh Williams (7th season)
* — indicates varsity returnee.

OH-70090151

Pictured above are members of the 2018-19 Point Pleasant boys basketball team. Sitting in the front row, from left,
are Aiden Sang, Braxton Yates, Jordan Daubenmire, Bradyn Canterbury, Evan Cobb, Jovone Johnson, and McKeehan
Justus. Standing in the back row are Braxton Watkins-Lovejoy, Zach Beckett, Wes Grimes, Jon Robertson, Damon
Thompson, Kyelar Morrow, Nick Smith, Trey Peck, Luke Derenberger, Josh Towe and Hayden Scott.

schedule,” Williams said. “Look
at our in-county rivals, we lost to
Wahama and only beat Hannan by
one. I think it’s registered with the
guys. We open up with River Valley, who we split with last year, so
there’s a good opportunity to see
where we are right off the bat.
“At the end of the day, we only
won three games last year. We got
beat substantially in a lot of the
games we lost, a lot were by double digits and over half of those
were by significant margins. We

JON W. PARRACK II

John Greer • Agent / Owner
OH-70090149

Telephone: 304-882-2145
607 Fifth Street
Fax: 304-882-3813
P.O. Box 335
New Haven, WV 25265 www.kenbassinsurance.com

809 Viand St. • Point Pleasant

304-675-4132
304-773-5942

parract@nationwide.com
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Holzer orthopedics & sports
At Holzer, keeping you moving is one of our most
important goals. Through comprehensive and
minimally invasive surgical services, we offer you
the advanaced services available at multiple
locations to ensure you receive outstanding care
and improved quality of life.

To schedule an
appointment call

OH-70090468

1.855.446.5937
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medicine
MEET THE TEAM

Our multi-specialty
medical team offers:
• Orthopedic
Surgery
• Joint Replacement
• Pain Management

Jason Cox, DO

Edwin Hissa, MD

Orthopedic Surgery,
Joint Replacement

Orthopedic Surgery,
Joint Replacement

Location: Athens,
HMC-J, Gallipolis

Locations: HMC-J,
Gallipolis

Charles
Zierenberg, MD

Craig Kincaid,
DC

Orthopedic Surgery,
Sports Medicine

Chiropractic Care
Location: Jackson

Location: Gallipolis

• Podiatry
• Chiropractic Care
• Sports Medicine
• Therapy Services

Dorothy
Lollathin,
PA-C

Aaron Ramsey,
DC, CCSP

Orthopedics
Location: Gallipolis

Certified Chiropractic
Sports Physician,
Chiropractic Care
Location: Athens

Danielle
Richards,
FNP, CEN,
NREMT

Kelly Roush,
DC, CCSP, ATC

Orthopedics

Certified Chiropractic
Sports Physician,
Chiropractic Care

Location: HMC-J

Location: Gallipolis,
*HMC-J*

Neesha Smith,
C-FNP, CEN, CCRN
Orthopedic Surgery
Locations: HMC-J, Meigs

*Occupational Medicine at this location only*

• Complete on-site
digital diagnostic
imaging
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Bostic wants Raiders to be competitive
By Bryan Walters

bwalters@aimmediamidwest.com

BIDWELL, Ohio — Back to
basics.
It’s been four years since the
River Valley boys basketball program last produced double-digit
wins in a single season, dating
back to an 11-12 overall record in
the 2014-15 campaign.
The Raiders are now on their
third varsity head coach since
setting that mark, something that
new basketball coach Brett Bostic is hoping to change over the
course of the 2018-19 season and
beyond.
Bostic — who amassed over
100 wins and three sectional
championships during a nineyear tenure as South Gallia’s girls
basketball coach — inherits a program that went 5-17 overall a year
ago while also placing sixth in TriValley Conference Ohio Division
play with a 3-9 mark.
The Silver and Black will have
only one player taller than 6-foot-2
on an 11-man roster that has four
seniors and six varsity returnees
on it, so there are some challenges
awaiting for Bostic in this inaugural campaign.
Bostic, also a former assistant
at Gallia Academy under both
Jim Osborne and Gary Harrison,
knows that hard work can go
a long way in the game of high
school basketball.
He also believes that playing a
smarter brand of basketball will
help RVHS become a tougher out
for opponents on any given night.
“The biggest thing that I want
to get accomplished this year

Bryan Walters | OVP Sports

Pictured are members of the 2018-19 River Valley varsity boys basketball team. Seated in front, from left, are Cole
Young, Chase Caldwell, Layne Fitch, Rory Twyman and Myles Morrison. Seated in back are Jordan Burns, Jordan
Lambert, Darian Peck, Brandon Call, Bradyn Eblin and Austin Beaver.
is competing. We want to play
hard, take care of the basketball,
rebound and play good defense.
Those are the four things that we
are really emphasizing with this
group,” Bostic said. “Consistency
over the course of 32 minutes
is important to the style that
we want to play. We want to be
aggressive and not give up the
easy shots, but we also want to
play within the structure of what
we do. We don’t have a great deal
of height, so we’ll have to work
harder than most other teams on
the inside to stay competitive.”
Bostic has wiped the slate clean
headed into the 2018-19 season,

meaning that everyone is battling
for playing time in this first season under new management.
Bostic wants to use this first
season to help build a foundation
on which the program can grow
into a more competitive force for
years to come.
However, Bostic has no intentions of turning this first year into
future experience — particularly
when a majority of the varsity
roster comes from the upper two
grade levels.
In other words, this group —
and particularly those four seniors
— are going to play vital roles in
setting the bar for RVHS teams in

McCoy Moore

Director

See Raiders | 37

Phone: 740-446-0800
fax: 740-446-4082

740-388-8321
Vinton Chapel
21 Main Street
Vinton, Ohio 45686

www.mccoymoore.com
OH-70089783

Gary L Jarvis
CPA
gary@garyjarviscpa.com

OH-70089780

Jared A. Moore

No. Name...................... Gr... Ht....Pos
1 Jordan Burns*....... Jr... 6-1.......F
2 Layne Fitch*.......... Sr... 5-8..... G
3 Rory Twyman*....... Sr... 5-6..... G
5 Myles Morrison...... Sr... 5-8..... G
11 Brandon Call*........ Jr... 6-2......F
13 Austin Beaver......... Jr... 5-11. G-F
14 Chase Caldwell*.... Jr... 5-9..... G
20 Bradyn Eblin........... Sr... 5-10.....F
23 Jordan Lambert*... So.. 6-5......F
24 Cole Young............. Jr... 5-9..... G
44 Darian Peck............ Jr... 6-2..... C
Head Coach:
Brett Bostic (1st season)
* — Indicates varsity returnee.

Gary L Jarvis CPA Inc.

Funeral Homes, Inc.

(740) 446-0852
Weatherholt Chapel
420 First Avenue
Gallipolis, Ohio 45631

2018-19 RVHS Roster

126 Second Avenue
PO Box 768
Gallipolis Ohio 45631
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Eagles looking for smooth transition into 2018-19
By Alex Hawley

ahawley@aimmediamidwest.com

TUPPERS PLAINS, Ohio — A
new leader with a lot of the same
players.
The Eastern boys basketball
team will be under the guidance
of David Kight for the first season, but the Eagles have just two
seniors to replace from last year’s
10-13 squad, which was the first
EHS team to hit double-digit wins
since 2011.
Kight — who spent last season
as head coach of the Southern varsity girls — noted the talent of the
group he inherited, which features
nine players with previous varsity
experience.
“There’s some skilled kids
here,” Kight said. “They have a lot
of want to learn, and a little bit of
basketball IQ, it’s a solid group.

We have some varsity experience
coming back, so that should help
things. We’re looking for good
things this year.”
Leading the way in terms of
experience for EHS are seniors
Blaise Facemyer and Sharp
Facemyer, as well as Garrett Barringer. The trio is entering their
third year on varsity, while Dylan
Creath, Colton Reynolds, Ryan
Dill, Derrick Metheney, Mason
Dishong and Isaiah Fish are back
for a second season of varsity
hoops. Entering their first year
are seniors Evin Bauer and Noah
Browning.
Kight noted that his first summer with the Eagles was better
than expected, and that retaining
assistant coach Matt Simpson was
a major benefit in the transition.
“The summer wasn’t bad, it
went a little bit better than I

thought, the kids were real receptive,” Kight said. “That kind of
translated into the beginning of
the season, I have a lot of them
back that I had over the summer.
They’ve been in the gym working
extremely hard and picking up the
terminology that I want them to
know and to have.
“With Coach Simpson returning form last year, we’ve kept
some of their terminology on certain things, and I’ve learned their
terminology. Instead of 25 learning from one, we kind of went the
other way.”
Last season, Fish and Barringer
represented Eastern on the All-TriValley Conference Hocking Division team. Fish — a 2018 All-Ohio
honorable mention — led the
Eagles in scoring with 13.7 points

See smooth | 38

2018-19 EHS Schedule
Date
11-30
12-4
12-7
12-11
12-14
12-18
12-21
1-4
1-8
1-11
1-15
1-18
1-22
1-25
1-26
1-29
2-1
2-2
2-5
2-8
2-12
2-15

Opponent
vs. River Valley
vs. Chesapeake
at Southern
vs. South Gallia
at Belpre
vs. Waterford
at Miller
vs. Federal Hocking
at Ohio Valley
Christian
vs. Trimble
at Wahama
at Federal Hocking
vs. Point Pleasant
vs. Miller
at Nelsonville-York
at South Gallia
vs. Belpre
at Green
vs. Wahama
at Waterford
at Trimble
vs. Southern

Time
6 p.m.
6 p.m.
6 p.m.
6 p.m.
6 p.m.
6 p.m.
6 p.m.
6 p.m.
6 p.m.
6 p.m.
6 p.m.
6 p.m.
6 p.m.
6 p.m.
6 p.m.
6 p.m.
6 p.m.
6 p.m.
6 p.m.
6 p.m.
6 p.m.
6 p.m.

2018-19 EHS Roster

Alex Hawley | OVP Sports

Pictured above are members of the 2018-19 Eastern varsity boys basketball team. Standing in the front row, from
left, are Dylan Creath, Ryan Dill, Derrick Metheney, Sharp Facemyer and Blaise Facemyer. Standing in the back row
are Colton Reynolds, Mason Dishong, Garrett Barringer, Noah Browning, Evin Bauer and Isaiah Fish.

No. Name...................... Gr... Ht....Pos
4 Dylan Creath*........ Sr... 5-6..... G
10 Sharp Facemyer*.. Sr... 5-5..... G
12 Blaise Facemyer*.. Sr... 5-8..... G
14 Colton Reynolds*.. Jr.... 6-0..... G
20 Ryan Dill*............... Jr.... 6-0......F
22 Derrick Metheney*.Jr.... 5-11.... G
24 Mason Dishong*.... Jr.... 6-2..... C
30 Garrett Barringer*.Jr.... 6-5......F
32 Isaiah Fish*............ Sr... 5-11.... G
34 Evin Bauer.............. Sr... 6-1...... C
40 Noah Browning...... Sr... 6-1...... C
Head Coach:
David Kight (1st season)
* — indicates varsity returnee

Haffelt’s Mill Outlet Inc.
Your Flooring Specialist
So you don’t have to be!

(740)446-2107

560 Second Ave., Gallipolis, OH
704.446.1761 • www.myinsplus.com

4247 state Route 160, Gallipolis, Ohio 45631

OH-70090694

OH-70089785

Good Luck Athletes
Marlin & Nancy Rose
Owners
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New coach, new approach for Wildcat hoops
By Bryan Walters

bwalters@aimmediamidwest.com

ASHTON, W.Va. — Some familiarity to go with this newness.
The Hannan boys basketball
program enters the 2018-19 campaign on its third different head
coach in as many seasons, and the
newest frontman was promoted
up after serving as a varsity assistant on last year’s 7-12 squad.
Shawn Coleman makes his
varsity coaching debut this winter,
and he’ll do so with a 14-man roster that has five varsity returnees
and just as many seniors to help
him along the way.
The Blue and White possess a
lineup that has six different players that stand 6-foot-2 or taller,
including their entire starting
frontcourt from the start of last
season. Hannan also has a handful
of experienced guards, as well as a
strong influx of talented first-year
players to build some depth with.
Given what a lot of first-year
coaches could be left to work
with, Coleman acknowledges his
appreciation in being given this
position.
He also believes that knowing
the kids on a personal level has
allowed him to ease in this mentorship role a little better than,
perhaps, an outsider could.
“First, I want to say that I am
very fortunate to have the opportunity to coach these kids. I’ve
coached some of them all the way
back to third grade and I’ve seen a
lot of them grow up, so the familiarity between us has definitely
helped in the transition,” Coleman
said. “It’s a good group of kids

Bryan Walters | OVP Sports

Pictured are members of the 2018-19 Hannan varsity boys basketball team. Standing in front, from left, are Issac
Colecchia, Justin Rainey, Andrew Gillispie, Chase Nelson, Dalton Coleman, Logan Barker, Matthew Kensler and Kaden
Smith. Standing in back are HHS coach Shawn Coleman, Ryan Hall, Casey Lowery, Matthew Qualls, Caleb Gussler,
Chandler Starkey, Devrick Burris and HHS assistant coach Thomas Miller.
with some experience, some size
and some athleticism. It’s also a
very hard-working group of kids
that don’t want to leave the gym
… and that’s a good problem to
have. They are a very dedicated
group of young men.”
Coleman wants to see an
improvement in the team’s overall
win total, but he is also quick
to point out that a competitive
schedule won’t make that goal any
easier.
The first-year frontman, however, believes that this squad is
both talented and capable enough
to take on such a challenge.
“We’re playing some bigger
public schools this year like
Wayne and Point Pleasant, plus
we have some tough competition
waiting for us in other areas of
the schedule,” Coleman said. “We
wanted a little tougher schedule
this year because we think that
this is the right kind of group for
it.
“I’ve got a lot of confidence
in this group. I think our depth

will be better and it is a little
refreshing to know that we have
14 healthy players headed into
the season after finishing last year
with eight I think. It’s nice to have
some options at least.”
Returning to the team from a
year ago are seniors Andrew Gillispie, Matthew Qualls and Dalton
Coleman, as well as juniors Chandler Starkey and Devrick Burris.
Chase Nelson returns to the
program after a one-year hiatus
and is joined by Caleb Gussler in
completing the senior-portion of
the roster.
Gussler and Starkey give the
Wildcats a pair of taller options
at the center spot, while Gillispie,
Qualls, Nelson and Burris add
some much-needed experience
at the forward spots. Burris and
Coleman are the only experienced
guards coming back to the roster.
The newcomers to the squad
are juniors Casey Lowery and
Issac Colecchia, sophomore Ryan
Hall, and freshmen Logan Barker,
Justin Rainey, Matthew Kensler

and Kaden Smith.
Lowery, Colecchia, Barker,
Hall and Smith added some
much-needed depth to the guard
positions, while Kensler, Rainey
and Hall do the same for the frontcourt spots.

See New | 40

J.D. Drilling
Company

James E. Diddle,
President/Owner

P.O. Box 369, Racine, OH 45771
740-949-2512
OH-70089819

OH-70089824

Name.......................Grade.. Ht... Pos
Dalton Coleman*.....Sr........ 6-1......G
Chase Nelson..........Sr........ 6-2..... F
Andrew Gillispie*.....Sr........ 6-1...... F
Matthew Qualls*.....Sr........ 6-3..... F
Caleb Gussler..........Sr........ 6-6.....C
Casey Lowery..........Jr......... 6-3.....G
Chandler Starkey*..Jr......... 6-5..... F
Devrick Burris*........Jr......... 6-2..G-F
Issac Colecchia........Jr......... 5-8.....G
Ryan Hall..................So........ 6-0..G-F
Logan Barker...........Fr......... 5-9.....G
Justin Rainey...........Fr......... 5-11.... F
Matthew Kensler.....Fr......... 6-1...... F
Kaden Smith............Fr......... 5-9.....G
Head Coach:
Shawn Coleman (1st season)
* — Indicates varsity returnee.

Oil and Gas Wells Drilling and Operation

JD INJECTION
SPECIALISTS, LLC

PO Box 369 | Racine, Ohio | 47760 SR 248
Long Bottom, Ohio | 740-949-2512

2018-19 HHS Roster

James E. Diddle
President

Spencer R. Carpenter
Vice President
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Rebels look to continue upward trend
By Scott Jones

sjones@aimmediamidwest.com

MERCERVILLE, Ohio — With
an increase in numbers, the Rebels
seek to carry it over to a higher
total in the win column.
The South Gallia boys basketball program started its 2017-18
campaign at 1-9 through the first
10 games of the season. However,
the Red and Gold closed the season with a 7-17 overall record and
an appearance in the Division IV
sectional final.
Entering this year, the Rebels
will take to the hardwood with a
much deeper roster — growing
from 13 players to 21 members
— which second-year SGHS head

coach Kent Wolfe hopes will provide more options and victories
for his squad.
“We got off to a rough start last
year, but in the end we got much
better,” Wolfe said. “We were able
to mature at the right time and
managed to win our first tournament game. I think that most
likely, teams we face won’t take
us lightly anymore. As a result,
we are going to have to be ready.
I’ve been really happy that we’ve
grown and the attitude we have as
a team.
“We’ve grown to 21 players as
a program, including some kids
who didn’t play last season. That’s
definitely a good thing, but also a
challenge because you have to also

reteach a lot of things and have
them get into the system. The attitude and enthusiasm of this team
has been tremendous in practice.
We just have to understand we
have to come out and give a full
effort. With the depth we now
have, we can now potentially play
more of an uptempo game.”
The South Gallia roster features
seven returning members, including team captain Eli Ellis playing
in his fourth year with the program. Joining him from last year’s
squad are seniors Nick Hicks,
Bryce Nolan, Bryceton Folden and
Braxton Hardy — an All-TVC performer from a season ago.
The Rebels also feature two
junior returnees in Austin Day

and Jared Ward.
The newcomers to the varsity
roster this season are seniors Garrett Saunders, Christian Mayse
and Gavin Bevan, junior Kyle Northup, sophomore Marshall Beagle
and freshman Ean Combs.
SGHS — who finished last
season4-12 Tri-Valley Conference
Hocking Division play — open
the with six of its first seven
contests at home, beginning with
Symmes Valley on Nov. 30.
The Rebels face their first conference test in just their second
game of the season, as they host
Miller on Dec. 7. The Red and
Gold will play its first road date in
Gallia County on Dec. 8 as they
meet North Adams at the University of Rio Grande on Dec. 8.
South Gallia are set to play six of
its 10 contests in December on its

See trend | 40
2018-19 SGHS Roster

Scott Jones | OVP Sports

Pictured are members of the 2018-19 South Gallia varsity boys basketball team. Sitting in front, from left, are Gavin
Bevan, Nick Hicks, Bryce Nolan, Eli Ellis and Garret Saunders. Standing in back are Kyle Northup, Christian Mayse,
Austin Day, Jared Burdette, Bryceton Folden and Jared Ward.

No. Name.................................... Gr.
1
Braxton Hardy*.....................Sr.
3 Jared Ward*.......................... Jr.
4 Garrett Saunders*................Sr.
5 Jared Burdette*.................... Jr.
10 Eli Ellis*..................................Sr.
11 Christian Mayse....................Sr.
12 Kyle Northup.........................Sr.
14 Nick Hicks..............................Sr.
23 Bryce Nolan...........................Sr.
24 Ean Combs............................ Fr.
32 Gavin Bevan..........................Sr.
34 Bryceton Folden*..................Sr.
41 Marshall Beagle...................So.
44 Austin Day*........................... Jr.
Head Coach:
Kent Wolfe (2nd season)
* — indicates varsity returnee

Wiseman Real Estate

CROW-HUSSELL
FUNERAL HOME

Since 1943

Serving Your Family Is Our Calling

Gallipolis, Ohio

304-675-2630

740-446-SOLD (3644)

Robert L. Patterson, Licensee-In-Charge
Scott Justis, Manger

wisemanrealestate.com

OH-70090125

1701 Jefferson Blvd., Point Pleasant, WV 25550

OH-70089969

OH-70090605
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Defenders aiming for improvement this winter
By Scott Jones

sjones@aimmediamidwest.com

GALLIPOLIS, Ohio — There’s
always room for growth.
The Ohio Valley Christian boys
basketball program will take to
the hardwood this season with
over half its roster bringing varsity-level experience.
For 10th-year OVCS coach

See Defenders | 47
2018-19 OVCS Roster
No. Name................................... Gr.
11 Bryce Gruber*.....................So.
14 Justin Beaver*.....................Sr.
15 Jeremiah Swab*...................Jr.
22 Andrew Dubs*......................Sr.
32 Miciah Swab*.......................Sr.
34 Conner Walter......................Fr.
44 Cody Mathius.......................Fr.
45 Mark Oliver...........................Jr.
55 Joel Daugherty.....................Jr.
Head Coach:
Steve Rice (10th season)
* — indicates varsity returnee

Scott Jones | OVP Sports

Pictured above are members of the 2018-19 Ohio Valley Christian varsity boys basketball team. Kneeling in the front
row, from left, is Miciah Swab, Bryce Gruber, Cody Mathius and Jeremiah Swab. Standing in the back row are head
coach Steven Rice, Andrew Dubbs, Justin Beaver Mark Oliver, Connor Walter, Joel Daugherty, coach Jeremy Peck and
coach Michael Gruber.
OH-70090611

Racine Branch

Syracuse Branch

Middleport Branch

502 Elm St. PO Box 457
Racine, Ohio 45771
740-949-2210

2405 Third Street
Syracuse, Ohio 45779
740-992-6333

97 North Second Avenue
Middleport, Ohio 45760
740-691-5131

homenatlbank.com
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Southern ready to take 2018-19 season by storm
By Alex Hawley

ahawley@aimmediamidwest.com

RACINE, Ohio — The Tornadoes are hoping that experience
pays off.
The Southern boys basketball
team returns seven players,
including four starters, from last
season’s 14-8 team, as the Purple
and Gold look to make 2018-19 a
breakout season.
At the helm of the Tornadoes
for an 11th year in a row is Jeff
Caldwell, who enters the year
with a career 254-185 record,

including 146-106 with at Southern. Caldwell noted that he feels
the Tornadoes have the potential
to put together a good year, but
acknowledged the team is already
battling the injury bug.
“I feel like we have a good combination,” Caldwell said. “It’s rare
for a small school to have what
we feel like is going to be a pretty
good inside game, and some guys
who can shoot the ball and handle
it a little bit. I feel like that’s a
good thing for us, that we have
some versatility there. Hopefully
we’ll just be a fun team to watch,

that plays hard all the time and
that really gets after it on both
ends of the floor.
“Right now, we have quite a few
injuries we’re dealing with. We’ve
had to use some jay-vee guys in
our varsity practices, but that’s the
way it is, injuries are part of it.
The guys have been working hard,
but we’re not at full strength yet.”
Leading the way in terms
of experience for Southern are
seniors Weston Thorla and
Brayden Cunningham, both entering season No. 4 on varsity.
Thorla was an All-Ohio honor-

able mention, leading the 2017-18
Tornadoes in scoring with an
average of 13.8 points per game.
An all-district third-teamer, Cunningham had 12.4 points and 6.6
rebounds per game a year ago.
Thorla and Cunningham were
Southern’s all-league selections
last winter.
Entering year No. 3 on varsity
are SHS seniors Jensen Anderson
and Austin Baker, as well as junior
Trey McNickle.
“Our four seniors, Weston
Thorla, Austin Baker, Jensen
Anderson and Brayden Cunningham, those four guys all got a lot
of playing time last season, so
we’re expecting some good leadership out of those guys,” Caldwell
said. “I know they want to have a
strong season. It’s a team game,
but your seniors lead you.”
Juniors Coltin Parker and

See storm | 38
2018-19 SHS Roster

Alex Hawley | OVP Sports

Pictured above are members of the 2018-19 Southern varsity boys basketball team. Sitting in the front row, from
left, are Coltin Parker, Jensen Anderson, Trey McNickle, Weston Thorla, Gage Barrett and Dristan Lamm. Standing in
the back row are Austin VanCooney, Austin Baker, Brayden Cunningham, Mark Eblin, John Ginther and Cole Steele.

No. Name......................Gr... Ht....Pos
0 Cole Steele.............Jr.... 6-0..... G
4 Weston Thorla*......Sr.... 6-2..... G
10 Dristan Lamm........Jr.... 5-8..... G
12 Gage Barrett..........Jr.... 5-11.....F
14 Trey McNickle*......Jr.... 6-0..... G
20 Austin Baker*........Sr.... 6-2......F
22 Coltin Parker*........Jr.... 5-9..... G
24 Jensen
Anderson*..............Sr.... 5-9..... G
30 Austin Van
Cooney*.................Jr.... 6-0..... C
32 Brayden
Cunningham*........Sr.... 6-6..... C
34 Mark Eblin..............Jr.... 6-3..... C
40 John Ginther..........Jr.... 6-0......F
Head Coach:
Jeff Caldwell (11th season)
* — indicates varsity returnee.

Grueser & Associates Accounting Services
GET SO MUCH MORE
FOR SO MUCH LESS
109 West 2nd Street
Pomeroy, Ohio

OH-70090620

OH-70091246

740-992-5995
• Personal
• Corporate &
Partnership Tax Returns
• Payroll
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White Falcons looking to soar this winter
By Scott Jones

sjones@aimmediamidwest.com

MASON, W.Va. — For the
White Falcons, the goal is continued improvement.
The Wahama boys basketball
program experienced a decline
last season, finishing with a 5-18
overall record, following a 9-14
overall season for the 2016-17
campaign.
The Red and White, however,
return to the hardwood with a
squad that features 11 varsity
returnees, including eight seniors.
For sixth-year head coach Ron
Bradley, the future is bright and
his team’s success this season
relies on his core group of returning players.

“We had a pretty rough season
last year, so we are definitely looking to show some improvement,”
Bradley said. “This season, we
should have a good balance of
height and guard play. The past
few seasons, we haven’t been
blessed with much height, so I
think we come into this year as
a more well-rounded team than
we’ve been.”
“We have a good core group
of seniors that provide us with
good quality leadership,” Bradley
said. “We also have good quality
competition for positions this
year. I feel anytime you have
competition in practice it makes
you a better team. I would like to
see us improve our win total this
season.”

The White Falcons varsity
roster features a wealth of experience, despite having lost Anthony
Ortiz, Noah Litchfield, Skylar
Estep and Isaiah Pauley to graduation. WHS, however, will take
to the court for the 2018-19 campaign with senior returnees Jacob
Warth, Dakota Belcher, Cooper
Peters, Ryan Beckner, Jacob
Lloyd, Brady Bumgarner, Nathan
Day and Jonathan Frye.
Wahama also bolsters its depth
and veteran-laden roster with a
triad of juniors from last year’s
squad in Brayden Davenport,
Abram Pauley and Adam Groves.
The White Falcons - who
finished last season 3-13 in Tri-

See winter | 50

2018-19 WHS Schedule
Date
Dec. 4
Dec. 7
Dec. 11
Dec. 14
Dec. 18
Dec. 21
Dec. 28
Dec. 29
Jan. 4
Jan. 8
Jan. 11
Jan. 15
Jan. 18
Jan. 19
Jan. 22
Jan. 25
Jan. 29
Feb. 1
Feb. 5
Feb. 8
Feb. 12
Feb. 15

Opponent
Time
vs Wirt
6 p.m.
vs Buffalo
6 p.m.
vs Waterford
6 p.m.
vs. Trimble
6 p.m.
at Miller
6 p.m.
at Southern
6 p.m.
at Wirt Tournament TBD
at Wirt Tournament TBD
vs. South Gallia 6 p.m.
at Federal Hocking 6 p.m.
at Belpre
6 p.m.
vs. Eastern
6 p.m.
at South Gallia
6 p.m.
vs. Ravenswood 6 p.m.
vs. Federal Hocking6 p.m.
vs. Southern
6 p.m.
at Waterford
6 p.m.
at Trimble
6 p.m.
at Eastern
6 p.m.
vs. Miller
6 p.m.
vs. Belpre
6 p.m.
vs.Point Pleasant 6 p.m.

2018-19 WHS Roster

Scott Jones | OVP Sports

Pictured above are members of the 2018-19 Wahama varsity boys basketball team. Sitting in the front row, from left,
is Ryan Beckner, Jacob Warth, Cooper Peters, Jacob Lloyd, Jonathan Frye, Brady Bumgarner and Dakota Belcher.
Sitting in the middle are Abram Pauley, Adam Groves, Brayden Davenport Brennan Grate and Austin Brooks. Sitting
in the back row are Jackson Young, Ethyn Barnitz, Kamron Whaley, Isaac Roush, Jakob Saxon, Byron Roush and Blaine
Sparks.

Valley Lumber & Supply
Home Improvement & Building Materials
555 Park Street Middleport, Ohio

OH-70089988

740-992-6611
740-591-6611

Splits
Banana
s
e
a
Sund

No. Name..................................... Gr.
10 Brayden Davenport*............. Jr.
12 Abram Pauley*...................... Jr.
14 Jonathan Frye*......................Sr.
20 Nathan Day*..........................Sr.
23 Brady Bumgarner*................Sr.
30 Jacob Lloyd*..........................Sr.
33 Adam Groves*....................... Jr.
40 Ryan Beckner*......................Sr.
42 Cooper Peters*......................Sr.
45 Dakota Belcher*....................Sr.
50 Jacob Warth*.........................Sr.
Head Coach:
Ron Bradley (6th season)
* — indicates varsity returnee

OVER 25 FLAVORS
OF MILKSHAKES
DAILY SPECIALS
Dine in or drive thru!

25 Varie
tie
Sandwic s of
hes

Restaurant

www.doitbest.com

Pomeroy • Middleport

valleylumber45760@yahoo.com

Gallipolis • McArthur
OH-70090892
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Point wrestling shooting for a AA title
bwalters@aimmediamidwest.com

POINT PLEASANT, W.Va. —
Looking to return to the promise
land.
When John Bonecutter inherited the Point Pleasant wrestling
program at the start of the 200910 campaign, he took over a job
that led to three consecutive Class
AA-A team championships in his
first three seasons in charge.
Since the end of the of the 2012
year, however, the Big Blacks have
not been a top-three finisher at
the state level and have produced
only a trio of individual champions over that six-year span.
Now, entering the end of his

first decade in charge of the program, Bonecutter believes that
the 2018-19 season can be one in
which the Red and Black makes a
serious run at a return to glory.
With a former state champion,
five regional champions from a
year ago and 19 varsity returnees
coming back, the 10th-year mentor makes no bones about expectations being high. In fact, he just
flat out notes what the primary
goal for the season is with this
group.
“I expect us to compete with
everyone we wrestle and be in
the hunt for a double-A state
championship,” Bonecutter said.
“Like always, a few things must go
our way, but I think we have the

ability to compete and even beat
anyone we compete against in
West Virginia.
“We have a strong group of
captains for leadership and a lot of
proven veterans to go along with
some very talented freshmen.
These kids enjoy being around
each other and they are very tight
as a team.”
The Big Blacks have only two
seniors on a roster that goes
28-strong, but both Colton Carr
and George Smith have been with
the program since their freshmen
campaigns. Smith is a three-time
state podium finisher and also
won the 106-pound championship
as a freshman in Class AAA.
Seven juniors — five of whom

Bryan Walters | OVP Sports

Pictured are members of the 2018-19 Point Pleasant varsity wrestling team. Kneeling in front, from left, are PPHS
coach John Bonecutter, Connor McCarty, Skylar McCoy, Riley Oliver, Justin Bartee, Parker Henderson, Isaac Short,
Derek Raike, Christopher Smith and MacKandle Freeman. Kneeling in middle are assistant coach James Casto,
Dakota Moses, Nazar Abbas, Brayden Connolly, Zander Watson, Kaden Pierce, Mitchell Freeman, Nicholas Wisecup,
Colton Carr, George Smith and assistant coach David Bonecutter. Standing in back are assistant coach Jon Peterson,
Wyatt Stanley, Nick Ball, Wyatt Wilson, Juan Marquez, Jacob Muncy, Zac Samson, Oliver Skeie, Logan Southall,
Steven Trent and assistant Jed Ott.

Insuring All Your Needs
Since 1976

Larry Jones & Staff
304-675-1300
Auto ~ Farm
Home ~ Life

www.foodfairmk.com

competed at state last year —
return to the roster in the form of
Zac Samson, Logan Southall, Juan
Marqez, Nazar Abbas, Wyatt Stanley, Jake Muncy and Steven Trent.
Sophomores Mitchell Freeman,
Christopher Smith, Isaac Short,
Wyatt Wilson, Parker Henderson,
Nick Ball, Dakota Moses and
Riley Oliver are also back for their
second stints with the varsity
program.
Besides George Smith,

See shooting | 47
2018-19 PPHS Roster
Name......................................Grade
George Smith*.............................Sr
Colton Carr*.................................Sr
Zac Samson*.................................Jr
Logan Southall*.............................Jr
Juan Marquez*..............................Jr
Nazar Abbas*................................Jr
Wyatt Stanley*..............................Jr
Jake Muncy*..................................Jr
Steven Trent*.................................Jr
Oliver Skeie....................................Jr
Mitchell Freeman*....................... So
Christopher Smith*.................... So
Isaac Short*................................ So
Wyatt Wilson*.............................. So
Parker Henderson*..................... So
Riley Oliver*................................. So
Nick Ball*..................................... So
Dakota Moses*............................ So
Nicholas Wisecup........................ So
Kaden Pierce.................................Fr
Derek Raike....................................Fr
Justin Bartee.................................Fr
MacKandle Freeman.....................Fr
Brayden Connolly..........................Fr
Zander Watson..............................Fr
Connor McCarty............................Fr
Skylar McCoy................................Fr
Ethan Marcum...............................Fr
Head Coach:
John Bonecutter (10th season)
* — Indicates varsity returnee.

700 E. Main Street
Pomeroy, OH
Open Sun-Sat 7am-10pm
(740) 992-5252
Pharmacy
Mon M-F 9am- 7pm
Sat 9am- pm
Closed Sunday
(740) 992-1536

OH-70090625
60602738
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Blue Devils aiming for OVC 4-peat and more
By Bryan Walters

bwalters@aimmediamidwest.com

CENTENARY, Ohio — There’s
only one way to improve on a
three-peat.
The Gallia Academy wrestling
program has its eyes set on adding a fourth straight Ohio Valley
Conference championship banner
this winter, and the Blue Devils
have more than enough firepower
to make a four-peat within the
realm of possibility.
The Blue and White have six
reigning league champions and a
half-dozen seniors coming back
to a roster that goes 17 strong,
a group that also includes seven
freshmen from last year’s middle
school championship squad.
With experienced talent waiting to lead talented newcomers
at the varsity level, third-year
GAHS coach Todd May believes
the 2018-19 campaign can be just
as memorable as the past few
seasons.
That is, of course, if the Blue
Devils are willing to work for their
rewards.
“I think the leadership has
already been established in the
room. We have quality seniors
and a half-dozen returning league
champions, so we have some
talented upperclassmen to help
guide the newcomers,” May said.
“This group right here can be as
good as they want to be, but we
have to be more consistent in our
matches than we were a year ago.
I feel more comfortable about
our team experience going into
this year than I did last year, but
we still have a lot of work left to

Bryan Walters | OVP Sports

Pictured are members of the 2018-19 Gallia Academy varsity wrestling team. Seated in front, from left, are Zach
Abrahamson, Johnathan Shephard, Kenton Ramsey, Justin Day, Jason Stroud and Lane Pullins. Seated in middle are
Brayden Easton, Chancey Odom, Logan Griffith, C.J. Berkley and Bronson Carter. Seated in back are Charles Mullins,
Shane Stroud, Garytt Schwall, Todd Elliott and DaKota McCoy.
put in.”
Gallia Academy will lean on
senior returnees Lane Pullins,
Jason Stroud, Justin Day, Kenton
Ramsey, Johnathan Shephard and
Zach Abrahamson for leadership,
as well as the returning experience of juniors Logan Griffith and
Bronson Carter.
Pullins, Stroud and Day are
multi-time OVC champions, while
Ramsey, Griffith and Carter each
claimed their first league title last
winter.
Sophomores Chancey Odom
and C.J. Berkley are also returning to the varsity team from a
season ago.
The newcomers to the varsity
lineup are freshmen Brayden

2018-19 GAHS Schedule
Date
Dec. 1
Dec. 8
Dec. 15
Dec. 19
Dec. 29
Jan. 5
Jan. 9
Jan. 16
Jan. 18
Jan. 19
Jan. 30
Feb. 6
Feb. 14
Feb. 16

Match
Time
at Fairland INV 10 am
at Logan Duals 10 am
at Vinton Co INV 10 am
at Jackson dual 5 pm
Gallia
Academy INV 10 am
at Steve
Yinger INV
10 am
at Ashland dual 5 pm
vs Logan (dual) 5 pm
at WSAZ INV
TBA
at WSAZ INV
TBA
Gallia Co meet
at SG
TBA
at Vinton Co dual 5 pm
OVC Meet
at GAHS
5 pm
at McClain Duals 9 am

2018-19 GAHS Roster
Name.......................................Grade
Zach Abrahamson*.......................Sr.
Johnathan Shephard*..................Sr.
Kenton Ramsey*...........................Sr.
Justin Day*....................................Sr.
Jason Stroud*...............................Sr.
Lane Pullins*.................................Sr.
Logan Griffith*.............................. Jr.
Bronson Carter*............................ Jr.
C.J. Berkley*.................................So.
Chancey Odom*...........................So.
Brayden Easton............................. Fr.
Charles Mullins.............................. Fr.
Shane Stroud................................ Fr.
Garytt Schwall............................... Fr.
Todd Elliott..................................... Fr.
DaKota McCoy............................... Fr.
Grant Bryan................................... Fr.
Head Coach:
Todd May (3rd season)
* — Indicates varsity returnee.

See aiming | 39
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Marauders ready to return to the mats
By Alex Hawley

ahawley@aimmediamidwest.com

ROCKSPRINGS, Ohio — With
more experience comes higher
expectations.
The Meigs wrestling team has
a majority of athletes returning
from last season, as the Marauders look to make 2018-19 a breakthrough season.

Leading the Maroon and Gold
for a fifth consecutive campaign is
head coach Cassady Willford, who
is relying on his returnees to lead
the way this winter.
“The strength of our team, with
almost everybody coming back,
is just another year of experience,” Willford said. “In the upper
weight classes, we have some
strengths there, and in our middle

weight classes we have some more
strengths. Overall, I think we have
a pretty good balance, we have
great returners coming back.”
Willford acknowledged that not
all of his team will be back this
winter, as junior David Robson
was involved in a serious car accident earlier this year.
“We had an incident with one of
our wrestlers,” said Willford. “We

lost David Robson for the season,
which is a huge downfall for us
this year. David had a promising
season ahead of him.”

See mats | 49
2018-19 MHS Schedule
Date
12-1
12-15
12-22
12-29
1-5
1-12
1-19
2-16

Event
Time
at Jackson American
Legion Post 81 10 a.m.
at Vinton County
Spring Street
Sports
10 a.m.
at Belpre
10 a.m.
at Gallia
Academy Skyline
Bowling
10 a.m.
at Nelsonville-York
Steve Yinger 10 a.m.
at Alexander 10 a.m.
at Athens John
Deno
10 a.m.
TVC Championships
at Vinton
County
10 a.m.

2018-19 MHS Roster

Alex Hawley | OVP Sports

Pictured above are members of the 2018-19 Meigs varsity wrestling team. Standing in the front row, from left,
are Davis Shuler, John Hamilton Jr., William Smith and Jarod Koenig. Standing in the back row are Tucker Smith,
Jonathan Newsome II, Brandon Justis, Drake Hall and Levi Rafferty.

Name............................ Gr............ Wt
Jarod Koenig................. So..........106
Tucker Smith*.............. Jr............132
Davis Shuler*................ So.......... 145
John Hamilton Jr.*....... Jr...........152
William Smith*............. Sr...........182
Levi Rafferty................. Jr............182
Drake Hall..................... Jr............195
Brandon Justis*........... Sr.......... 220
Jonathan Newsome II*.Sr.......... 285
Head Coach:
Cassady Willford (5th season)
* — indicates varsity returnee.
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RV wrestling fully-loaded for 2018-19 season
By Bryan Walters

bwalters@aimmediamidwest.com

BIDWELL, Ohio — Patience is
a virtue.
For 19 consecutive seasons,
head coach Matthew Huck has
worked relentlessly to turn the
River Valley wrestling program
into something bigger and better
every time since the year before.
As Huck enters the end of his
second decade at the helm, there
is reason for optimism that the
2018-19 campaign can be remembered as Huck’s finest work yet —
and that’s even before the season
starts.
For the first time school history,
the Silver and Black will have a
full roster in all 14 weight classes
— something that brought numerous smiles to Huck’s face during
the preseason interview process.
Besides having a full squad,

See RV | 44

Bryan Walters | OVP Sports

Pictured are members of the 2018-19 River Valley varsity wrestling team. Kneeling in front, from left, are Aiden
Greene, Will Hash, Jake Edwards, Nathan Cadle and Joseph Burns. Standing in middle row are Seth Bowman, Brice
Petitt, Derek Johnson, Nathan Michael, Ethan Gilbert, Levi Roberts, Alex Williams and Nathan Brown. Standing in
back are assistant coach Jerry Waters, Christopher Goheen, Ryan Weber, Eric Weber, Dakota Doss and RVHS coach
Matthew Huck.
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Experienced White Falcons ready for 2018-19 season
By Scott Jones

sjones@aimmediamidwest.com

MASON, W.Va. — With a
group of newcomers and a core
of returning members, the expectations are looking up for the
Wahama wrestling program this
season.
The White Falcons — who finished the 2018 state tournament
with a 3-8 overall mark and tied
for 12th place with South Harrison in the Class A standings —
hope to soar back to the tournament with greater goals in mind.
For 13th-year head coach Ryan
Russell, the White Falcons can
really makes some strides toward
reaching that destination.
“We have quite a few new members to the team this season,” Russell said. “I feel we have a lot of
potential with the additions along
with our returnees. We are looking for big things out of Antonio
Serevicz, Ethan VanMatre, Trevor
Hunt. We are also looking for a lot

Scott Jones | OVP Sports

Pictured are members of the 2018-19 Wahama varsity wrestling team. Kneeling in front, from left, are Trevor Hunt,
Emma Tomlinson, Trevor McGuire, Ethan VanMatre and Jacob Perkins. Standing in back are head coach Ryan Russell,
Aaron Beard, Tanner Smith, Antonio Serevicz, Shawn Taylor, Wesley Peters and coach Phil Serevicz.
from Emma Tomilson, as she will
be wrestling at the lowest weight
class we have at the start of the
match. “

Russell is excited about this
year’s squad from top to bottom,
and is hoping that each of its
members effort in the offseason

and in preparation will translate to
a greater goal.

See White | 40
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Eastern wrestling set up for success
TUPPERS PLAINS, Ohio —
Some history was made, but the
Eagles are far from satisfied.
After making their firstever appearence at the district
meet last season, the Eastern
wrestling team is geared up
for another go, bringing six
returnees and a quartet of
newcomers.
Leading the fourth-year
program is the only head
coach its ever known in
Joshua Mummey, who credits
his returning wrestlers with
bringing the newcomers to the
squad.
“The kids have been doing
a lot of recruiting to get some
other guys out,” Mummey
said. “With the success that
the program has been having,
and the positive attitude the
program has put on the school,

2018-19 EHS Roster
Name.........................Gr............... Wt
Bruce Hawley............So...... 106/113
Ryan Ross..................Fr........ 113/120
Logan Csikos*...........Jr........126/132
Blake Newland...........So......138/145
Dillon Aeiker*.............Sr............... 145
Daniel Harris*............Jr........152/160
Steven Fitzgerald*.....So......182/195
Nick Little*.................Jr....... 195/220
Ethan Kline................Jr............... 220
Nathan Litchfield*.....Jr............... 285
William Oldaker.........So............. 285
Head Coach:
Joshua Mummey (4th season)
* — indicates varsity returnee

we’ve been able to have some
new athletes come out. They
are very eager to learn and very
determined to do well, even in
their first year.”
Along with Mummey, just
one EHS wrestler has been

See set | 41
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Pictured above are members of the 2018-19 Eastern wrestling team.
Standing from left to right are Nathan Litchfield, Ethan Kline, Bruce Hawley,
Blake Newland, Ryan Ross, Steven Fitzgerald and William Oldaker.
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Rebels wrestling aims for growth
By Scott Jones

sjones@aimmediamidwest.com

MERCERVILLE, Ohio
— Despite being a young
program, the Rebels possess an
experienced roster.
The South Gallia wrestling
team followed their inaugural
season in which it finished as the
second-highest placing Hocking
Division program with an 11th
place effort at the Tri-Valley
Conference championships.
The Red and Gold enter the
2018-19 campaign hoping to
improve on that mark, as they
enter the season with a plethora
of experienced grapplers.
South Gallia’s wealth
of experience this season
will include a pair of fourth
place finishers at the TVC
championships a year ago seniors Chad Bostic and Tanner
Dennison.
South Gallia’s wealth
of experience this season

Scott Jones | OVP Sports

Pictured are members of the 2018-19 South Gallia varsity wrestling team. Kneeling in front, from left, are Jessica
Luther, Caleb Johnson, Jacob Birtcher, Kenny Siders, Griffin Davis and Wyatt Rapp. Standing in back are Justin
Butler, Caleb Neal, Dustin Baintter, Tanner Dennison, Chad Bostic, AJ Addis and Jacob Neal.
will include a pair of fourth
place finishers at the TVC
championships a year ago seniors Chad Bostic and Tanner

Dennison.
Bostic was also fifth at 170
pounds after posting a 2-2
mark with two pinfalls, while

Dennison placed sixth at 285
pounds after going 3-3 overall

See growth | 44
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RV swimmers aim for continued success
By Bryan Walters

bwalters@aimmediamidwest.com

BIDWELL, Ohio —A tradition
that’s still going strong.
The River Valley swimming
team was hit pretty hard by
graduation after losing 11
experienced veterans from last
year’s roster.
The good news, however, is
that the Raiders and Lady Raiders
will have seven varsity returnees
to mix in with a batch of 13 new
faces — giving the Silver and
Black enough depth on both sides
of the rosters to compete in a
variety of events.
In being able to restock
the program with interested
participants after such a large
loss to graduation, fourth-year
RVHS coach Robyn Schlater
feels that the program is still
showing signs of growth and

Bryan Walters | OVP Sports

Pictured are members of the 2018-19 River Valley varsity swimming team. Seated in front, from left, are Alex Euton,
Jake Mays, Brianna Bradbury, Chloe Gee, Hina Horimoto, Sophia Gee and Dalton Mershon. Kneeling in middle are
Ethan Browning, Ryan Lollathin, Julia Nutter, Bailey Bennett, Kate Nutter, Joel Brumfield, John Santos and Ethan
Cline. Standing in back are RVHS coach Robyn Schlater, Riley Woolbridge, Blaine Cline, Cole Franklin, Nathan Young,
Elisabeth Moffett and assistant Regina Rhodes.

See aim | 46
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Lady Marauders looking for breakthrough year
By Alex Hawley

ahawley@aimmediamidwest.com

ROCKSPRINGS, Ohio —
Loaded with leadership, the time
is now for the Lady Marauders.
The 2018-19 Meigs girls basketball team features seven seniors,
with all-7 returning from last
year’s 10-13 team.
At the helm of the Lady
Marauders for a third straight
year is head coach Jarrod Kasun,
who was pleased with his team’s
offseason.
“It was a good offseason for

2018-19 MHS Schedule
Date
11-26
11-29
12-3
12-6
12-8
12-10
12-13
12-15
12-17
12-20
12-22
12-28
12-29
1-14
1-17
1-19
1-21
1-24
1-28
1-31
2-4
2-7

Opponent
Time
vs. Southern
6 p.m.
vs. Warren
6 p.m.
at Vinton County 6 p.m.
vs. Nelsonville-York 6 p.m.
vs. Gallia
Academy
1 p.m.
vs. Alexander
6 p.m.
at River Valley
6 p.m.
at Wayne
6 p.m.
at Wellston
6 p.m.
vs. Athens
6 p.m.
at Wellston
Shootout
TBA
at River City Classic TBA
at River City Classic TBA
vs. Vinton County 6 p.m.
at Nelsonville-York 6 p.m.
at Tri-State Hoops
Classic
TBA
vs. Eastern
6 p.m.
at Alexander
6 p.m.
vs. River Valley 6 p.m.
vs. Wellston
6 p.m.
at Athens
6 p.m.
at Warren
6 p.m.

us,” Kasun said. “We traveled up
to Eastern Ohio Basketball Camp,
Charlie Huggins’ camp. It gave
our girls a good insight of what
it takes to get better. We played
about 37 games in 2½ days, so it
was a good time for us. We played
in a Warren summer league,
and of course we’ll have our preseason. We’ve been looking pretty
good so far.”
Entering season No. 4 for the
MHS varsity are seniors Marissa
Noble, Madison Fields and Kassidy Betzing. Back for a third
varsity year are seniors Taylor
Swartz, Alyssa Smith and Kylee
Blanks. MHS senior Becca Pullins
is with the Lady Marauders for a
second season, after two varsity
campaigns at Eastern.

Kasun is hoping that with a
group of seven seniors, the Lady
Marauders will win some of the
close games that they couldn’t a
year ago.
“We have seven seniors who
have been through the wars,”
Kasun said. “I totalled it up last
year, every game that was within a
possession in the last two minutes
we lost. It was nine times. So look
at our record, if we when half of
those we have a really, really good
season. The ball didn’t bounce our
way, we missed some free throws,
missed some shots, and some
other teams stepped up really
well. It’s one of those things that,
when we have seniors, those have

See year | 45

Name.................... Gr.... Ht..Pos
Bre Lilly................. So... 5-1.... G
Kylee Robinson.... So... 5-7.....F
Alyssa Smith*...... Sr.... 5-1.... G
Mara Hall.............. Fr..... 5-8... G
Taylor Swartz*...... Sr.... 5-3....F
Marissa Noble*.... Sr.... 5-8... G
Madison Fields*... Sr.... 5-3... G
Olivia Haggy......... So... 5-5... G
Kassidy Betzing*. Sr.... 5-7.... G
Meredith
Cremeans............. Fr..... 5-8... G
32 Mallory Hawley..... Fr..... 5-9... G
33 Becca Pullins*...... Sr.... 5-5... G
34 Mycah Farley........ Fr..... 5-2... G
41 Alexis O’Brien....... Fr..... 5-2... G
42 Kylee Blanks*....... Sr.... 5-10...F
54 Jerrica Smith........ So... 5-4....F
Head Coach:
Jarrod Kasun (3rd season)
* — indicates varsity returnee.

Alex Hawley | OVP Sports
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Pictured above are members of the 2018-19 Meigs varsity girls basketball team. Kneeling in the front row, from left,
are Mycah Farley, Alexis O’Brien, Alyssa Smith, Taylor Swartz, Madison Fields, Bre Lilly, and Olivia Haggy. Standing
in the back row are head coach Jarrod Kasun, Meredith Cremeans, Mallory Hawley, Mara Hall, Marissa Noble, Kylee
Blanks, Kassidy Betzing, Kylee Robinson and Jerrica Smith.
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Lady Knights look to improve this winter
By Scott Jones

sjones@aimmediamidwest.com

POINT PLEASANT, W.Va. —
New year, new outlook.
The Point Pleasant girls basketball program will have a youthful
roster to build around this season
as they look to improve following
last season’s 1-21 overall record.
The Lady Knights — who
will feature five freshman additions to the squad — seek to
continue to grow this year, as
they return three players from last
year’s squad to a roster that goes
11-strong.
For seventh-year PPHS coach
John Fields, the team is vastly better entering the season than their
record from a year ago indicates.
“Overall from top to bottom
we are better and more cohesive
team,” Fields said. “The work
ethic is where it needs to be with

See look | 46
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Pictured are members of the 2018-19 Point Pleasant varsity girls basketball team. Kneeling in the front row are
Naomi Meisser, Alvia Ahler, Emily Nibert, Allison Henderson and Brooke Warner. Standing in the back row are Amy
Marr, Kelly Marr, Nancy Vettese, Lanea Cochran, DaNayla Ward and Baylie Richard.
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Lady Defenders shooting for improvement
By Scott Jones

sjones@aimmediamidwest.com

GALLIPOLIS, Ohio. — The
Lady Defenders are hoping experience counts for something.
The Ohio Valley Christian girls
basketball program will have a

See OVCS | 48
2018-19 OVCS Roster
No. Name................................... Gr.
5 Lauren Ragan*....................So.
10 Kylie Henry...........................Fr.
22 Leticia Araiyo........................Jr.
23 Kristen Durst*......................Sr.
32 Maison Gruber.....................Fr.
33 Emily Childers*....................Sr.
35 Joicy Livas............................Sr.
43 Lalla Hurlow*.......................Fr.
45 Emilia Barbero.....................Jr.
51 Marcie Kessinger*...............Jr.
55 Chloe Payne.........................Fr.
Head Coach:
Chris Burnett (7th season)
* — indicates varsity returnee

Scott Jones | OVP Sports

Pictured above are members of the 2018-19 Ohio Valley Christian varsity girls basketball team. Kneeling in the front
row, from left, is Lauren Ragan, Kylie Henry, Emilua Barbero, Marcie Kessinger an Joicy Livas. Standing in the back
row are Maison Gruber, Chloe Payne, Emily Childers, Kristen Durst, Leticia Araiyo and Lalla Hurlow.
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Lady Rebels relying on experience
By Scott Jones

sjones@aimmediamidwest.com

MERCERVILLE, Ohio — After
an 8-14 record and trip to the sectional final, the Lady Rebels seek
to improve on their follow-up act.
The South Gallia girls basketball program doubled its win total
last season having finished the
2016-17 campaign with a 4-19
overall record.
The Lady Rebels — who
featured a roster of 16-strong a
season ago — will take to the
hardwood with a squad that features 10 players, including seven
returnees.
For seventh-year SGHS head
coach Corey Small, the key to success this season for his program
depends on his group of returning
players.
“We are bringing back a good
core group of players,” Small said.
“We lost several players, includ-

See relying | 48
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Pictured are members of the 2018-19 South Gallia varsity girls basketball team. Standing in front, from left, are
Amaya Howell, Makayla Waugh, Jaslyn Bowers and Alyssa Cremeens. Standing in back are Emily Mandeville, Faith
Poling, Kiley Stapleton, Olivia Johnson and Christine Griffith.
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Lady Raiders looking for continued growth
By Bryan Walters

bwalters@aimmediamidwest.com

BIDWELL, Ohio — Time to
reap what was sown.
The River Valley girls basketball team endured some growing
pains as part of a youth movement
last winter, which included 20
consecutive losses to start the
season.
The Lady Raiders, however,
snapped a 35-game losing skid
with a win over Point Pleasant
in the regular season finale, then
notched a postseason victory
before being eliminated in the sectional final by Vinton County.
In finishing last winter with a
2-21 overall record while going
0-12 in Tri-Valley Conference Ohio
Division play, the Silver and Black
endured one of the toughest regular seasons in the recent history of
the program.
However, there is also something to be said about a young,
winless team playing its best basketball of the year at exactly the
right time.
With eight of those players
returning to a 12-player roster, the
Lady Raiders really have nowhere
to go but up.
And third-year RVHS coach Stephen Roderick believes that a year
of on-the-job training should really
pay dividends this winter.
“We do have some higher
expectations this year and we definitely want to win more games
than a year ago. We endured our
growing pains last year, but we
are a year older and a year wiser
with the experience,” Roderick
said. “Most importantly, this

Bryan Walters | OVP Sports

Pictured are members of the 2018-19 River Valley varsity girls basketball team. Seated in front, from left, are Kaylee
Gillman, Cierra Roberts, Jordan Garrison, Beth Gillman, Lauren Twyman, Lexi Stout and Kaylee Tucker. Seated in back
are RVHS coach Stephen Roderick, Sierra Somerville, Savannah Reese, Hannah Jacks, Kelsey Brown, Destiny Dotson
and assistant coach Aaron Mulholand.
group coming back learned how
to win at the varsity level. We
turned a corner late last year and
we want to keep moving forward
with the momentum. We are eager
to get back out on the court and
find out just how much we’ve
grown.”
Roderick notes that there
already signs of significant growth
in the program from a year ago,
mainly because of the veteran
leadership on the floor.
As he put it, his entire team
— regardless of experience — is
capable of producing at the varsity
level, but experienced veterans
sure do help in that transition …
something this year’s experienced
veterans didn’t have as much of a
luxury a season ago.
“Some of the young ones are
going to be asked to step in and

2018-19 RVHS Schedule

2018-19 RVHS Roster
No. Name
Gr......Ht.Pos
1 Cierra Roberts* Sr......5-1...G
2 Hannah Jacks*
So.....5-8.. F
10 Lexi Stout
Sr......5-2...G
12 Jordan Garrison* Sr......5-3...G
14 Beth Gillman*
Sr......5-2...G
15 Savannah Reese* Jr......5-7...G
20 Lauren Twyman Fr......5-3...G
21 Destiny Dotson Sr......5-7... F
22 Sierra Somerville So.....5-7...G
23 Kaylee Tucker*
Jr......5-2... F
30 Kaylee Gillman* Jr......5-3...G
32 Kelsey Brown*
Sr......5-8.. F
Head Coach:
Stephen Roderick (2nd season)
* — Indicates varsity returnee.

fill some big roles, but they also
have the benefit of some varsity
experience around them to help

See growth | 49

Good Luck to All Area Teams!

Date
Nov. 23
Nov. 26
Nov. 29
Dec. 1
Dec. 3
Dec. 6
Dec. 10
Dec. 13
Dec. 15
Dec. 17
Dec. 20
Dec. 27
Jan. 7
Jan. 10
Jan. 14
Jan. 17
Jan. 21
Jan. 24
Jan. 28
Feb. 4
Feb. 7

Opponent
vs South Gallia
at Gallia Academy
vs Jackson
at Southern
vs Alexander
at Wellston
at Nelsonville-York
vs Meigs
at South Gallia
vs Gallia Academy
vs Vinton County
at Oak Hill
at Belpre
at Athens
at Alexander
vs Wellston
vs Southern
vs Nelsonville-York
at Meigs
at Vinton County
vs Athens

Time
6 pm
6 pm
6 pm
6 pm
6 pm
6 pm
6 pm
6 pm
6 pm
6 pm
6 pm
6 pm
6 pm
6 pm
6 pm
6 pm
6 pm
6 pm
6 pm
6 pm
6 pm

Best of luck this season!
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Lady Eagles shooting for successful season
By Alex Hawley

ahawley@aimmediamidwest.com

TUPPERS PLAINS, Ohio —
Some experience and a whole lot
of potential.
The Eastern girls varsity basketball team returns nine players
from last season’s 15-8 team, as
the Lady Eagles look to make the
most of the 2018-19 season.
Leading the Lady Eagles for a
third straight year is head coach
Jacob Parker, who enters the
year with a 36-12 record at EHS.
Parker — the 2017 Division IV
Southeast District Coach of the
Year —talked about his team’s
successful summer and his the
task at hand this winter.
“The goal as a coach is always
to get the most out of your
team’s potential,” said Parker. “I
will say, I think there’s a lot of
potential. We had a good summer, played a lot of basketball
and had a lot of new players
come into their own. Now we’re
getting back in the swing of the
regular season, practicing every
night, and it’s good to see everybody. Hopefully all of the hard
work we put in over the summer
will start paying off.”
On the court, the Lady Eagles
will turn to the leadership of
three four-year seniors, Jess
Parker, Kelsey Casto and Alyson
Bailey.
“You couldn’t ask for a better
core,” Coach Parker said of his
senior trio. “I think that there
are several players coming up
through the ranks, who will help
those three accomplish some
good things. Of course, it all
comes down to playing hard and
being consistent.”
Jess Parker — an all-league
selection as a sophomore — was
an All-Southeast District special
mention in each of the last two
seasons. She was on the District
13 second team selection last
winter — avenging 12 points
and nine rebounds and five
assists per game — after being a
District 13 special mention as a
sophomore.
So far in their careers, these
seniors have helped EHS to a
53-19 record.
Eastern’s senior trio will be
joined by seven sophomores,
Kassandra Casto, Ashton Guth-

Alex Hawley | OVP Sports

Pictured above are members of the 2018-19 Eastern varsity girls basketball team. Sitting in the front row, from left,
are Kelsey Casto, Alyson Bailey and Jess Parker. Standing in the back row are Kennadi Rockhold, Sydney Sanders,
Tessa Rockhold, Olivia Barber, Ashton Guthrie, Whitney Durst and Kassandra Casto.

2018-19 EHS Schedule
Date
11-29
12-1
12-3
12-6
12-10
12-13
12-20
12-22

Opponent
vs. Miller
at Peebles
at Belpre
vs. Wahama
vs. Warren
at Trimble
vs. South Gallia
vs. Portsmouth
Notre Dame
12-28 at Waterford
1-3
at Federal Hocking
1-7
vs. Southern
1-10 at Miller
1-12 vs. Williamstown
1-14 vs. Belpre
1-17 at Wahama
1-21 at Meigs
1-24 vs. Trimble
1-26 at Fairland
1-28 vs. Waterford
1-31 at South Gallia
2-4 vs. Federal Hocking
2-7
at Southern

Time
6 p.m.
2 p.m.
6 p.m.
6 p.m.
6 p.m.
6 p.m.
6 p.m.
6 p.m.
6 p.m.
6 p.m.
6 p.m.
6 p.m.
6 p.m.
6 p.m.
6 p.m.
6 p.m.
6 p.m.
6 p.m.
6 p.m.
6 p.m.
6 p.m.
6 p.m.

rie, Olivia Barber, Kennadi
Rockhold, Sydney Sanders, Tessa
Rockhold and Whitney Durst.
The Lady Eagles have a trio of

2018-19 EHS Roster
No. Name...................... Gr... Ht....Pos
0 Kassandra Casto*. So.. 5-4......F
2 Jess Parker*.......... Sr... 5-2..... G
4 Ashton Guthrie*.... So.. 5-6..... G
20 Olivia Barber*........ So.. 5-10.....F
22 Kennadi Rockhold*. So.. 5-6..... G
24 Alyson Bailey*....... Sr... 5-3..... G
30 Sydney Sanders*... So.. 5-6..... G
32 Kelsey Casto*........ Sr... 5-6......F
34 Tessa Rockhold...... So.. 5-8......F
40 Whitney Durst*...... So.. 5-7.......F
Head Coach:
Jacob Parker (3rd season)
* — indicates varsity returnee.

seniors to replace from last year’s
squad in Madison Williams,
Elizabeth Collins and Kaitlyn
Hawk. Williams and Collins were
Eastern’s two all-league selections last season.
As always, Coach Parker is
looking for his team to be consistent and focus on the defensive
end of the court in order to be
successful.
“If we stay consistent and
keep improving, hopefully we’ll
have some fun come tournament

time,” Parker said. “I know a lot
of coaches are looking at X’s and
O’s, or at having a great shooting
guard or post player, but if you
give me a team that won’t give
up, I’ll take that any day of the
week. On top of that, you give
me a team with some tenacity
and some grit on the defensive
side of the ball — where I like
to stay anyway — you can have
a lot of fun, create a lot of havoc
and force a lot of turnovers that
lead to easy buckets.”
Eastern was third in the TVC
Hocking with a 12-4 record last
winter, ending a streak of eight
consecutive seasons where the
EHS was either first-or-second in
the nine-team league.
In addition to its 16 league
games, Eastern is slated to line
up for non-conference bouts
against Peebles, Warren, Portsmouth Notre Dame, Williamstown, Meigs and Fairland.
The Lady Eagles will be playing for their 14th straight sectional title this season.
Alex Hawley can be reached at 740-4462342, ext. 2100.
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Lady Falcons hoping to soar this winter
By Scott Jones

2018-19 WHS Roster

sjones@aimmediamidwest.com

MASON, W.Va. — The difference a year can make.
The Wahama girls basketball
program made huge strides last
season en route to a 9-15 overall
record.
The Lady Falcons — who
went 2-21 overall for the 2017-18
campaign —seek to continue that
growth this season, as they return
five players from last year’s squad
to a roster that goes nine-strong.
For fourth-year WHS coach
John Arnott, the key to continued
prosperity for his program starts
with his players’ work ethic.
“If we can continue to work
and play hard, we should continue
to have good results,” Arnott
said. “If we get lackadaisical it’s
going to be a long year. We have
to stay focused. We are young,”
Arnott said. “We have three
freshman that are going to give
us some depth and allow for our

No. Name.......................................Gr
1 Hannah Rose*......................... Jr.
3 Victoria VanMatre*................So.
4 Bailee Bumgarner................... Fr.
5 Savannah Roush....................So.
11 Emma Gibbs*........................So.
12 Aleisia Barnitz......................... Fr.
14 Emily VanMatre*.....................Sr.
24 Harley Roush*.......................So.
30 Lauen Noble............................ Fr.
Head Coach:
John Arnott (4th season)
* — indicates varsity returnee

experienced players to get some
rest. We have one senior, so our
strength and weakness going into
this season is our youth. It can
be an advantage or disadvantage
depending on how we use it.
“If we can say we played hard
after every game, that’s going to
determine a successful season. We
can’t quit. On paper, it’s dictated

See soar | 49
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Pictured above are members of the 2018-19 Wahama varsity girls basketball
team. Sitting in the front row, from left, is Emily VanMatre. Sitting in
the middle are Mary Roush, Savannah Roush, Aleisia Barnitz and Bailee
Bumgarner. Sitting in the back row are Harley Roush, Lauren Noble, Emma
Gibbs, Victoria VanMatre and Hannah Rose.
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Experienced Blue Angels begin Deel era
By Bryan Walters

bwalters@aimmediamidwest.com

CENTENARY, Ohio — Some
pieces to work with.
The Gallia Academy girls
basketball program begins a new
era during the 2018-19 campaign
as Jordan Deel takes over the
reins as head coach.
Deel — a former assistant
coach in the GAHS boys
program — inherits a program
that went 10-13 overall and
finished sixth in Ohio Valley
Conference play with a 4-10
mark.
The first-year varsity coach
also inherits a 12-player varsity
roster that has seven returnees
and four seniors to help smooth
over the transition.
Knowing that he has talent,
experience and depth going
into his first full season at the
varsity level, Deel believes that
his transition is going smoothly
simply because of the familiarity
between him and the players.
“I’m new as a coach to them,
but I know these girls and they
know me because I’m a teacher
here in the district and I have
been involved in the basketball
program during my tenure here,”
Deel said. “In seeing these girls
previously, I know that we have
some potential and that we have
some proven veterans coming
back to the program. We’re very
excited to get started.”
Returning to the program
are seniors Abby Cremeans,
Hunter Copley, Arianna Jordan
and Katie Carpenter, as well
as junior Alex Barnes and the
sophomore duo of Maddy Petro
and Brooklyn Hill.
Barnes was an All-Ohio and
all-league selection a year ago
and returns to the guard spot.
Joining Barnes in returning to
the backcourt are Hill, Cremeans
and Copley — all veteran
players with multiple years of
experience between them.
Jordan, Carpenter and
Petro also return to the team
and bring some much-needed
experience to the inside game.
Making their varsity debuts
for the Blue and White this
winter are juniors Chasity
Adams and Junon Ohmara,
sophomore Koren Truance,

Bryan Walters | OVP Sports

Pictured are members of the 2018-19 Gallia Academy varsity girls basketball team. Kneeling in front, from left, are
Jenna Meade, Preslee Reed, Chasity Adams, Koren Truance, Brooklyn Hill and Junon Ohmara. Standing in back are
Alex Barnes, Abby Cremeans, Hunter Copley, Arianna Jordan, Katie Carpenter and Maddy Petro.
and freshmen Jenna Meade
and Preslee Reed. All five
newcomers bring depth to the
guard positions.
Deel noted that the girls have
had to do some adjusting to what
he is teaching on the floor, but the
first-year mentor also said that
the players are picking things up
pretty quickly.
If they can continue to learn,
and more importantly believe,
in what he is stressing to them,
Deel feels that this year can be a
positive one for this group.
“I have some different
philosophies and approaches on
offense and defense, but the girls
have adapted well to what we
are trying to do on both ends of
the floor,” Deel said. “I’m really
looking to the seniors and the
returnees to take charge of this
team and help lead by example.
So far, the upperclassmen have
been really good about helping the
new girls with the drills and the
transition into varsity basketball.
“The girls have worked hard
and they are looking forward

2018-19 GAHS Roster
No. Name...................... Gr... Ht....Pos
1 Brooklyn Hill*......... So.. 5-3..... G
2 Abby Cremeans*... Sr... 5-5..... G
3 Arianna Jordan*.... Sr... 5-8......P
4 Alex Barnes*.......... Jr.... 5-8..... G
5 Maddy Petro*........ So.. 5-0......P
10 Hunter Copley*...... Sr... 5-8..... G
12 Katie Carpenter*... Sr... 5-5......P
13 Preslee Reed.......... Fr.... 5-5..... G
14 Jenna Meade......... Fr... 5-0..... G
15 Koren Truance........ So.. 5-3..... G
21 Junon Ohmara....... Jr... 5-2..... G
22 Chasity Adams....... Jr... 5-5..... G
Head Coach:
Jordan Deel (1st season)
* — indicates varsity returnee

to the season, but my biggest
goal for them this year is to be
competitive on a nightly basis.
There are no short cuts in this
process, but if the girls get
better week in and week out
— the results will take care of
themselves.”
The Blue Angels open the
season with consecutive home
games, starting with River Valley
on Nov. 26. Gallia Academy also

2018-19 GAHS Schedule
Date
Nov. 26
Dec. 3
Dec. 6
Dec. 8
Dec. 10
Dec. 13
Dec. 17
Dec. 20
Dec. 22
Jan. 3
Jan. 5
Jan. 7
Jan. 10
Jan. 14
Jan. 17
Jan. 21
Jan. 24
Jan. 28
Jan. 31
Feb. 4
Feb. 7

Opponent
Time
vs. River Valley 6 p.m.
vs. Rock Hill
6 p.m.
at Ironton
6 p.m.
at Meigs
1 p.m.
at Coal Grove 6 p.m.
vs. South Point 6 p.m.
at River Valley 6 p.m.
vs. Point Pleasant6 p.m.
at Athens
6 p.m.
vs. Fairland
6 p.m.
vs. Vinton County 1 p.m.
at Portsmouth 6 p.m.
vs. Chesapeake 6 p.m.
vs. Marietta
6 p.m.
at Rock Hill
6 p.m.
vs. Ironton
6 p.m.
vs. Coal Grove 6 p.m.
at South Point 6 p.m.
at Fairland
6 p.m.
vs. Portsmouth 6 p.m.
at Chesapeake 6 p.m.

opens OVC play on Dec. 3 against
visiting Rock Hill.
Bryan Walters can be reached at 740446-2342, ext. 2101.
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New-look Lady Tornadoes ready for 2018-19 campaign
By Alex Hawley

ahawley@aimmediamidwest.com

RACINE, Ohio — A blank
canvas, waiting to become a
masterpiece.
The 2018-19 Southern girls
basketball team has just four
returnees from last season’s 6-17
squad, and the Lady Tornadoes
will be led by a third different
coach in as many seasons.
This year, Alan Crisp — who
also coached the team for four
seasons between 2006-and-2010
— will be back on the sideline to
lead the Purple and Gold. Coach
Crisp talked about the effort he’s
seen from his team so far this
preseason.
“We have 13 right now and
the kids have been playing hard,”
Crisp said. “We went up to
scrimmage New Lexington and
Westfall, and we played above
my expectations. Defensively we
played really well, the offense is
going to be a little slow coming,
but I thought the defense was
pretty good. I thought the
attitudes have been good so far.
We’re going to be real young, so
we’re just going to play hard and
see what happens every night.”
Leading the way in terms of
experience for SHS is junior
Phoenix Cleland, who is entering
year No. 3. She was a third-team
all-district selection, as well as
an all-league performer a year
ago, averaging 7.3 points, 4.5
rebounds, 2.1 assists, 1.7 seals
per game.
Back for a second season
of varsity basketball for the
Purple and Gold is junior Shelby

Alex Hawley | OVP Sports

Pictured above are members of the 2018-19 Southern varsity girls basketball team. Sitting in the front row, from left,
are Ella Cooper, Jordan Hardwick, Phoenix Cleland, Shelby Cleland, Caelin Seth and Lily Allen. Standing in the back
row are Kelly Shaver, Kayla Evans, Kaiden Proffit, Jackie Dailey, Taylor Hardwick and Brooke Crisp.
Cleland, as well as sophomores
Jordan Hardwick and Caelin
Seth.
Coach Crisp noted that the two
junior returnees have taken the
leadership role this preseason.
“Phoenix Cleland and Shelby
Cleland have worked very hard
in the preseason, and I’m really
looking for those two to step
up and be leaders,” Crisp said.
“Vocal leadership isn’t in their
make-up a lot, but they lead a lot
by example, pushing the others.”
Newcomers to the Lady
Tornadoes include senior Jackie
Dailey, juniors Cierra Whitesell
and Taylor Hardwick, and
freshmen Kayla Evans, Kelly
Shaver, Jaiden Proffit, Brooke

Crisp, Ella Cooper and Lily
Allen.
Coach Crisp hopes that his
team’s unity and hard work will
make up for its lack of experience
on the court.
“I think the strength of this
team is going to have to be
chemistry,” Crisp said. “I’ve
coached teams in different sports
that weren’t nearly as good as
other teams, and were able to
win because we had good team
chemistry. I think that’s what it’s
going to take, they’re going to
have to bond together and play
together.
“We better not be out-worked,

See campaign | 50
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No. Name......................Gr... Ht....Pos
1 Phoenix Cleland*...Jr.... 5-6..... G
3 Taylor Hardwick.....Jr.... 5-5..... G
10 Jordan Hardwick*.. So... 5-8......F
11 Jackie Dailey..........Sr.... 5-8......F
12 Kayla Evans............Fr.... 5-6..... G
13 Kelly Shaver...........Fr.... 5-4..... G
20 Cierra Whitesell......Jr.... 5-6......F
22 Jaiden Proffit.........Fr.... 5-7.......F
23 Shelby Cleland*.....Jr.... 5-7.......F
24 Brooke Crisp..........Fr.... 5-2..... G
30 Ella Cooper.............Fr.... 5-7...... G
32 Lily Allen.................Fr.... 5-7.......F
40 Caelin Seth*...........So... 5-5......F
Head Coach:
Alan Crisp (1st season)
* — indicates varsity returnee.

Dailey Tire

Locker 219
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219 Main Street Middleport, Ohio
740-992-5627

2018-19 SHS Roster
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Lady Cats aiming for more in 2018-19
By Bryan Walters

bwalters@aimmediamidwest.com

ASHTON, W.Va. — Room for
improvement.
The Hannan girls basketball
program has a little higher aspirations headed into the 2018-19 season as the Lady Cats return seven
players from a squad that finished
4-17 overall last winter.
The Blue and White will have
somewhat of a veteran presence as
the roster features a dozen players, including five freshmen that
have competed in the junior high
program last year.
Given that depth and experience aren’t two things traditionally synonymous with the girls
program during her previous
tenure, seventh-year HHS coach
Kellie Thomas is looking forward
to seeing what she can get accomplished with a talented roster of
basketball players.
“I’ve got three seniors and

Bryan Walters | OVP Sports

Pictured are members of the 2018-19 Hannan varsity girls basketball team. Standing in front, from left, are Rachel
Ellis, Madison Gill, Bailey Coleman, Pamela Ochs and Halie Johnson. Standing in back are HHS coach Kellie Thomas,
Hannah Carroll, Tonika Coleman, Josie McCoy, Julie Frazier and assistant coach Anna Taylor.
seven returnees to the roster,
which probably makes this one of
my most experienced teams headed into a season,” Thomas said. “I
also have five freshmen that were
involved in the junior high program, so we have some depth to
work with as well. We’ll have a lot
more experience and depth than

we normally do, so we’re really
excited about things this year.”
Thomas — who has lost numerous key players for small stretches
over the last few seasons —
believes that just being able to put
any of the dozen players on the
floor and have them know what
to do will make a huge difference

in itself.
It also helps to have some veteran leadership to lean on while
getting the freshmen acclimated
to the rigors of a varsity schedule.
“It’s nice because we have some
options. We are fast and we have
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Raiders
From page 8
the near future.
“We want to develop some
roots for the future of the program
this season, but we are absolutely
not throwing this season away in
looking ahead,” Bostic said. “We
want to compete and we have
seniors that want to compete.
These seniors understand that
they are the leaders of our first
group here and they want to be
part of changing the outlook of
this program. We will be about
growing and improving every
day from now until the end of the
year.”
Returning from last year’s
squad are seniors Layne Fitch and
Rory Twyman, as well as juniors
Chase Caldwell, Jordan Burns
and Brandon Call. Sophomore
Jordan Lambert — a 6-foot-5
forward — also returns to the
varsity lineup.
Lambert and Call are the only
inside presences returning to the
team , while Fitch, Twyman and

2018-19 RVHS Schedule
Date
Nov. 30
Dec. 4
Dec. 7
Dec. 11
Dec. 15
Dec. 18
Dec. 21
Jan. 4
Jan. 8
Jan. 11
Jan. 12
Jan. 15
Jan. 22
Jan. 25
Jan. 29
Feb. 1
Feb. 2
Feb. 5
Feb. 6
Feb. 8
Feb. 12
Feb. 15

Opponent
Time
at Eastern
6 pm
vs Gallia Academy 6 pm
vs Athens
6 pm
at Point Pleasant 6 pm
at South Gallia
5:30
at Alexander
6 pm
at Wellston
6 pm
vs Nelsonville-York6 pm
at Vinton County 6 pm
vs Meigs
6 pm
vs Point Pleasant 6 pm
at Athens
6 pm
vs Jackson
6 pm
vs Alexander
6 pm
vs Wellston
6 pm
at Southern
6 pm
at Gallia Academy 6 pm
vs Oak Hill
6 pm
vs Ironton SJ
6 pm
at Nelsonville-York6 pm
vs Vinton County 6 pm
at Meigs
6 pm

Caldwell bring experience and
depth to the guard spots.
The newcomers to the varsity
roster include seniors Myles Morrison and Bradyn Eblin, as well as
juniors Cole Young, Darian Peck
and Austin Beaver.

“We know that this is not a sprint, but a marathon.
There will be bumps along the way in this first
season, but if the kids will keep doing the things
we are asking of them — the results will be there by
tournament time.”

— Brett Bostic,
New basketball coach

Morrison and Young bring
some added depth and options to
the backcourt spots, while Peck,
Eblin and Beaver do the same for
the forward and center positions.
Bostic believes that this first
year is pivotal in getting the program headed into a competitive
direction. He also feels that this
group is capable of shouldering
such a responsibility while trying
to be the best team it can be.
If they will stay true to course,
Bostic believes better days are
coming for these Raiders — both
now and down the road.
“We want to put ourselves in as
many situations to win basketball
games that we can. We might
not win all of those games, but
if we have our chances late in a
game — then we are competing,”

Bostic said. “Winning is nice
and everybody wants to win, but
being competitive for four quarters on a nightly basis would be a
big step forward for this program.
“We know that this is not a
sprint, but a marathon. There will
be bumps along the way in this
first season, but if the kids will
keep doing the things we are asking of them — the results will be
there by tournament time.”
River Valley opens its 201819 regular season on Nov. 30 at
Eastern and begins home play on
Dec. 4 when they welcome Gallia
Academy. The Raiders also play
six of their first nine contests on
the road.
Bryan Walters can be reached at 740446-2342, ext. 2101.
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Smooth
From page 9
per game, while also averaging
five rebounds a contest. On the
2018 all-district team, Fish was a
second teamer, while Barringer
— who averaged 11.9 points 5.5
rebounds per game — was a special mention.
Coach Kight — who will have

Ohio Valley Publishing
to replace 2018 EHS graduates
Kaleb Hill and Brayden Holter —
noted the Eagles are buying into a
team-first mentality.
“It’s been a really good group
effort for us in practice,” Kight
said. “We’re trying to teach them
team and unity. What’s on the
front of your jersey, not on the
back, that’s what we play for.
They’ve been extremely receptive
of that, they’ve pushed each other,
and we’re trying to make each
other better everyday.”

Storm
From page 15
Austin VanCooney are back for
a second varsity season, while
juniors Cole Steele, Dristan
Lamm, Gage Barrett, Mark Eblin
and John Ginther are on varsity
for a first year.
Caldwell acknowledged that
even with a healthy amount of
returnees, the lineup isn’t set in
stone.
“The guys with a year under
their belt, they have to keep
working hard, they can’t take
anything for granted,” Caldwell
said. “They have to come into
practice every night to try and
keep getting better. There’s a lot
of competition for playing time,
I don’t see a whole lot of guys
solidified into starting spots or

Hopes
From page 3
“We want to be humble and
keep things in perspective. We
should be a better basketball
team, but we are also going to get
everybody’s best shot when we
play them. We have to be ready
to go every night that we step on
the floor.”
Returning to the lineup this
year are seniors Cory Call, Cole
Davis, Brendan Carter, Justin
McClelland, Bailey Walker, Blaine
Carter and Caleb Henry, as well as
juniors Logan Blouir, Ben Cox and
Zach Loveday.
Loveday — at 7-foot-1 forward

The Eagles were sixth in the
TVC Hocking last winter, going
6-10 in the nine-team league.
Eastern has improved its win total
in three straight seasons, a trend
Kight hopes to continue this year.
“We really haven’t sat down and
made any goals,” Kight said. “Our
goal right now is to get better
each day. Obviously, we want to
beat the win total from last year,
and be better than last year, that’s
the idea for every team. Right
now, we haven’t mentioned the

2018-19 SHS Schedule
Date
11-30
12-4
12-7
12-11
12-18
12-21
12-27
1-4
1-8
1-11
1-15

Opponent
vs. Meigs
vs. Nelsonville-York
vs. Eastern
at Federal Hocking
at Trimble
vs. Wahama
at Ravenswood
at Belpre
vs. Waterford
at Miller
vs. South Gallia

Time
6 p.m.
6 p.m.
6 p.m.
6 p.m.
6 p.m.
6 p.m.
6 p.m.
6 p.m.
6 p.m.
6 p.m.
6 p.m.

1-18
1-19
1-22
1-25
1-29
2-1
2-2
2-5
2-8
2-12
2-15

vs. Belpre
at North Adams
at Waterford
at Wahama
vs. Federal Hocking
vs. River Valley
at Point Pleasant
at South Gallia
vs. Trimble
vs. Miller
at Eastern.

6 p.m.
6 p.m.
6 p.m.
6 p.m.
6 p.m.
6 p.m.
6 p.m.
6 p.m.
6 p.m.
6 p.m.
6 p.m.

anything like that at this point.”
Southern graduated a pair of
seniors from last year’s squad,
including District 13 second
team guard Dylan Smith.
SHS finished with an 11-5 TriValley Conference Hocking Division record last winter, tying the
Tornadoes with Belpre for third

in the nine-team league.
Every TVC Hocking team suffered at least three league losses
last year, and Caldwell believes
the league will be up for grabs
again this winter.
“I think the league is going
to be really balanced this year,”
Caldwell said. “I know that every

with numerous Division I prospects — serves as the primary
focal point inside, but will be
joined in the frontcourt by the
experience of Cox, Walker and
Blaine Carter.
Call, Davis, McClelland,
Henry, Blouir and Brendan Carter add a solid perimeter showing
to a proven inside attack, giving
GAHS plenty of options in both
the up-tempo and half-court settings.
Loveday, Call and McClelland
were each all-district and AllOVC honorees a year ago, with
Loveday also earning his second
career All-Ohio selection.
The newcomers to the varsity
squad include juniors Colton
Caldwell, Reece Thomas, Justin

Wilcoxon, Devin Lee and Damon
Cremeens.
Cremeens and Caldwell both
bring added dimensions to the
interior game, while Lee, Wilcoxon and Thomas provide extra
depth in the backcourt.
The familiarity with one
another gives Gallia Academy
somewhat of an advantage coming into the year as it allows Harrison more time to expand the
playbook instead of teaching it.
As Harrison notes, he just
wants the best from his team on a
nightly basis. If that happens, the
2018-19 campaign could prove to
be his most successful on yet.
“Everybody knows their role
on this team, and that makes us
better because everybody already

tournament, we’re just working to
get better everyday and get ready
for Nov. 30 and River Valley. We’ll
go day-by-day, game-by-game, and
hopefully these kids can change
some school history.”
In addition to 16 league contests, Eastern will also suit up
in non-conference tilts against
River Valley, Chesapeake, Ohio
Valley Christian, Point Pleasant,
Nelsonville-York and Green.
Alex Hawley can be reached at 740-4462342, ext. 2100.

night is going to be tough, I can’t
even pinpoint a team and say
they’re one of the teams to beat
this year. There were a lot of
teams that were young last year,
we’re just one of those teams that
fit that bill.
“Our goal every year is to be
competitive, go after a league
championship, and go to the
Convo. Our main goal is to continue to improve and get better,
hopefully by the time January
and February come around that’s
when our guys are playing some
good basketball.”
In addition to Southern’s 16
league games, the Purple and
Gold will do battle with Meigs,
Nelsonville-York, Ravenswood,
North Adams, River Valley and
Point Pleasant in non-conference
play.
Alex Hawley can be reached at 740-4462342, ext. 2100.

knows what we are doing offensively or on the defensive side,”
Harrison said. “Everything for us
this year is going to be about taking one game at a time. We are
not looking ahead at league or
sectionals or whatever. We want
to approach this season with a
one game at a time mentality. If
we can consistently do that, these
kids should have some really
special memories as the year rolls
along.”
The Blue Devils open the season at Athens and will make their
home debut on Dec. 11 when
they welcome Rock Hill in the
Ohio Valley Conference opener.
Bryan Walters can be reached at 740446-2342, ext. 2101.
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Aiming
From page 18
Easton, Charles Mullins, Shane
Stroud, Garytt Schwall, Todd
Elliott, DaKota McCoy and Grant
Bryan.
May believes that this year’s
version of the Blue Devils are
capable of continuing a tradition,

Meigs
From page 4
Musser and Austin Mahr, and
sophomore Wyatt Hoover are
entering their second straight
year for the varsity Marauders,
with seniors Cole Betzing and
Cooper Darst returning to the
team after shortened junior campaigns.
Meigs’ three newcomers are
freshmen Ty Bartrum, Coulter
Cleland and Morgan Roberts.

both at the league and tournament levels.
More importantly, May thinks
that this group can collectively
be much better by the start of the
tournament trail … and that is —
among other things — one of his
biggest goals with this team.
“The kids have been working
hard and they’ve been picking up
on things quickly. They are really
focused on winning another OVC
title and seeing how well we

can do in the postseason,” May
said. “This is a talented group,
including the freshmen class, and
I really think that we can have
a quality team by season’s end.
I think this team is deeper than
last year’s and I think this team
can be more competitive in all 14
divisions than a year ago. We just
have to keep pushing one another
for the team to keep improving.”
The Blue Devils had an eightyear streak of sending at least

one athlete to the state meet
snapped last winter.
Gallia Academy will have
three home matches this winter,
starting with the Gallia Academy
Invitational on Dec. 29. The Blue
Devils also host Logan in a dual
on Jan. 26 and then host the
OVC meet on Feb. 14.

Hill is hoping that his team
can come together even with the
difference in experience levels.
“We are a hodge-podge of a
team,” Hill said. “We have guys
with varsity experience, and
then we have guys who’ve never
been in high school, with three
freshmen who are going to see
serious minutes for us. We have
some senior leadership, there are
3-for-4 seniors who have played
varsity basketball. We’re hoping
that experience translates down
to the youth, and maybe meets
somewhere in the middle.”

Meigs was 5-7 in the TVC
Ohio last winter, placing the
Maroon and Gold fifth in the
seven-team league.
Hill will be relying on his
guards to help the Marauders
get back into a battle for the top
of the conference.
“We’re going to try to play
very quickly,” Hill said. “We’re
going to press people, make
people make mistakes and let
that create our offense. We have
a little bit of size we can utilize,
which is good, because we are
going to be out-maned in terms

of height against some ball
clubs.”
Along with its slate of 12
league games, Meigs will compete in non-league contests
against Warren, Oak Hill, Marietta, Jackson, Point Pleasant,
Chillicothe and Southern, while
also playing in the River City
Classic.
This postseason, the Maroon
and Gold will be going for their
first sectional title since 2013.

Bryan Walters can be reached at 740446-2342, ext. 2101.

Alex Hawley can be reached at 740-4462342, ext. 2100..

OH-70089734
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White

2018-19 WHS Schedule

From page 21

Date
Dec. 1

“Overall, I think we might be
a bit slow at the beginning of the
season, but by the end of the year
be where we need to as a team.
We have a lot of eagerness and
willingness to work on this squad.
They’ve been doing the work in
the offseason and getting into the
gym without anyone having to
tell them or guide them to do it.
There’s no reason we can’t have
state qualifiers and even placers
on this squad this season.”
The Red and White enter the
2018-19 campaign hoping to
improve on last season’s mark, as
they enter the season with a core
group of experienced grapplers.
The White Falcons enter the
new year with a team that goes

Dec. 7
Dec. 8
Dec. 15
Dec. 19
Dec. 22
Dec. 29
Jan. 12
Jan. 18
Jan. 19
Jan. 31

10-strong and features six returning wrestlers.
Wahama’s wealth of experi-

New
From page 10
As a first-year varsity coach,
Coleman knows that he’s going to
learn some things along the way.
He also notes that he’s going to do
all that he can to put his players in
a position to do positive things.
The rest, as he believes, falls on
their shoulders.
”We want to be competitive and
win games, but the commitment
of these boys will determine how
much of a success this year ends
up being,” Coleman said. “In the

Trend
From page 11
home court.
SGHS is set to spend the month
of January primarily on the road,
as they play they play five of their
eight games in the new year as
visitors. The Rebels begin the
2019 portion of their schedule on
Jan. 4 with a road date against
TVC-Hocking foe Wahama.
The Rebels close the regular
season with 12 straight confer-

Event
Time
Hurricane
Tournament
TBD
Point Pool
Tournament
TBD
Point Pool
Tournament
TBD
JCI’s at Millwood TBD
Eastern Battle of
the Birds
TBD
Belpre TournamentTBD
Gallipolis Skyline
Tournament
TBD
St. Mary’s T
ournament
TBD
WSAZ Tournament TBD
WSAZ Tournament TBD
Wahama Tri/Quad
Meet
TBD

2018-19 WHS Roster
Name.........................Gr............. Wt.
Trevor Hunt*............... 11............145
Emma Tomlinson*...... 11............106
Trevor McGuire............ 9............145
Ethan VanMatre*........12............138
Jacob Perkins.............12............145
Wesley Peters*........... 11............152
Shawn Taylor*............12............195
Antonio Serevicz*......12........... 220
Tanner Smith..............12............160
Aaron Beard................ 11............195
Head Coach:
Ryan Russell (13th season)
* — indicates varsity returnee

ence this year will include a pair
of state meet tested wrestlers in
senior Antonio Serevicz (220)
and junior Trevor Hunt (145)
who each scored a pinfall win
in the first session of last year’s
state competition. The tandem of
returning grapplers will also serve

2018-19 HHS Schedule
Date
Dec. 4
Dec. 7
Dec. 14
Dec. 17
Dec. 18
Dec. 20
Dec. 21
Jan. 4
Jan. 8
Jan. 11
Jan. 12

Opponent
Time
vs Calvary Christian7:30
vs Ohio Valley
Christian
7:30
vs Buffalo
7:30
vs Wirt County 7 pm
at Fairview (KY) 7:30
at Wood County
Christian
7 pm
at Wayne
7:30
vs Wayne
7:30
at Teays Valley
Christian
6:30
at Point Pleasant 7:30
vs Wood County
Christian
2 pm

ence opponents, four of which
coming in the month of February. South Gallia begins the final
stretch of its 2018-19 campaign on
Feb. 1 at Federal Hocking, before
facing Southern and Waterford
at home on Feb. 5 and Feb. 12,
respectively. The Red and Gold
will bookend their TVC Hocking
portion of the schedule with their
initial conference opponent of
the year, when they travel to face
Miller on Feb. 15.
Scott Jones can be reached at 740-4462342, ext 2106.

Jan. 15
Jan. 18
Jan. 22
Jan. 25
Jan. 26
Jan. 31
Feb. 7
Feb. 8
Feb. 12
Feb. 14
Feb. 22

vs Carter Christian 7:30
at Calvary Christian 7:30
at Ohio Valley
Christian
7:30
at Parkersburg
Christian
6 pm
vs Fairview (KY) 7:30
at Buffalo
7:30
vs Teays Valley
Christian
7:30
at Grace Christian 7 pm
at Carter Christian 7:30
vs Parkersburg
Christian
7 pm
vs Tolsia
6:30

as team captains for the Red and
White for the 2018-19 campaign.
Joining the pair as returnees
are seniors Shawn Taylor (195)
and Ethan VanMatre (138), along
with juniors Emma Tomlinson
(106) and Wesley Peters (152).
The newcomers to the varsity
roster include seniors Tanner
Smith (160) and Jacob Perkins
(145), junior Aaron Beard
(195) and and freshman Trevor
McGuire (145).
The
Wahama will host a single
match this year when the hold a
tri-meet in Mason on Thursday,
January 31.
The Red and White open the
season on Saturday, December
1, at the Hurricane Invitational
Tournament.
Scott Jones can be reached at 740-4462342, ext 2106.

end, it comes down to how much
they want it and how hard they
are willing to work for it. I know
this is a dedicated group of guys,
so it will be interesting to see
what we can get done.”
The Wildcats open the 2018-19
campaign with four consecutive
homes games, starting with the
season opener against Calvary
Christian on Dec. 4. Hannan also
hosts Ohio Valley Christian (Dec.
7), Buffalo (Dec. 14) and Wirt
County (Dec. 17) before making
its first road trip to Fairview (KY)
on Dec. 18.
Bryan Walters can be reached at 740446-2342, ext. 2101.

2018-19 SGHS Schedule
Date
Nov. 30
Dec. 7
Dec. 8
Dec. 11
Dec. 14
Dec. 15
Dec. 18
Dec. 21
Dec. 28
Dec. 29
Jan. 4

Opponent
Time
vs. Symmes
Valley
6 p.m.
vs. Miller
6 p.m.
at North Adams TBD
at Eastern
6 p.m.
vs. Federal
Hocking
6 p.m.
vs. River Valley 6 p.m.
vs. OVCS
6 p.m.
vs. Trimble
6 p.m.
at Symmes Valley6 p.m.
at OVCS
6 p.m.
at Wahama
6 p.m.

Jan. 8
Jan. 11
Jan. 15
Jan. 18
Jan. 22
Jan. 25
Jan. 29
Feb. 1
Feb. 5
Feb. 12
Feb. 15

vs. Belpre
at Waterford
at Southern
vs Wahama
at Belpre
at Trimble
vs. Eastern
at Federal
Hocking
vs. Southern
vs. Waterford
at Miller

6 p.m.
6 p.m.
6 p.m.
6 p.m.
6 p.m.
6 p.m.
6 p.m.
6 p.m.
6 p.m.
6 p.m.
6 p.m.
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Set
From page 22
with the program all-4 seasons,
145-pounder Dillon Aeiker, who
was 1-of-2 district qualifiers last
winter.
“When you talk about leaders
on this team, you’re obviously
going to go to seniors,”
Mummey said. “The only one
we have is Dillon Aeiker, a
returning district qualifier. He
has been here since the program
began when he was a freshman
and he has taken on the role of
a leader the last three years. We
look for him to continue to show
these younger gentlemen how to
practice, how to act, and how to
represent our school very well.”
Back for a third season on the
mats are juniors Daniel Harris
and Nathan Litchfield. Entering
season No. 2 are juniors Logan
Csikos and Nick Little, as well
as sophomore Steven Fitzgerald.
Newcomers for the Eagles
sophomores Bruce Hawley,
Blake Newland and William

2018-19 EHS Schedule
Date Event
Time
12-1 at Fairland
Dragon Duals
10 a.m.
12-8 at Warren
Hickory Grove
10 a.m.
12-12 at Trimble tri-match 6 p.m.
12-19 Battle of the B
irds vs. Wahama,
Belpre
6 p.m.
12-29 at Gallia Academy
Skyline Bowling
10 a.m.
1-5
at Nelsonville-York
Steve Yinger
10 a.m.

Oldaker, as well as freshman
Ryan Ross.
Graduation took three
wrestlers from last season’s
squad in Emily Bunce, Sarah
Bunce and Gavin Erwin. At 182
pounds, Erwin qualified for the
district last winter.
Mummey is hoping that his
team keeps racking up victories,
but also admitted to making
the 2018-19 schedule tougher
to help prepare his team for the
postseason.
“You hope for all the
individual accolades,” Mummey

1-10
1-12
1-19
1-23
2-6
2-8
2-16

at Fairland tri-match 6 p.m.
at Alexander Spartan
Invitational
10 a.m.
at Athens
John Deno
10 a.m.
vs. South Gallia,
Federal Hocking
6 p.m.
at Waterford tri-match6 p.m.
at River Valley tri-match6 p.m.
TVC Championships
at Vinton County 10 a.m.

said. “With some of the athletes
we have this year, even the
ones in their first year, I don’t
have any doubt that we’re
going to see more top-3 placers
at tournaments. As a team,
we’re going to see finishing in
the top-half at some of these
tournaments.
“We did kick up the schedule
a little bit. We’re going to the
Nelsonville-York Steve Yinger
tournament. We decided that,
with the progression of our
team, we don’t want to be
going to tournaments to get a

better record, we want to go to
tournaments where we’re going
to make ourselves better. That
way when sectionals come, we
can build off of our two district
qualifiers from last year.”
In addition to hitting the road
11 times — including the TriValley Conference championships
on Feb. 16 at Vinton County —
the Eagles will also have a chance
to showcase their talents at ‘The
Nest’.
“We have two home meets,”
Mummey said. “On Dec. 19 we
host the ‘Battle of the Birds’,
with the second year of the
tournament and third year of the
tri-match between us, Belpre and
Wahama. Also, we’re going to
have a tri-meet on Jan. 23 with
South Gallia and Federal Hocking.
I look forward to having those
couple home meets so that the
community, which has already
been behind this program, gets to
see these guys in action.”
Eastern was third in the TVC
Hocking last fall, finishing behind
Belpre and Trimble.
Alex Hawley can be reached at 740-4462342, ext. 2100.

Your home team since 1854.
Hilliard Lyons is proud to support local sports of the tri-county area.
352 Second Avenue
Gallipolis, OH 45631
800.944.1621
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Growth
From page 23
with three pinfall victories
at last season’s Division III
sectional wrestling tournaments.
The 170-pound returnee
Bostic and Dennison (285) are
joined by senior Wyatt Rapp
(285), juniors Jacob Birtcher
(138), Caleb Neal (285) Jacob
Neal (285) and Justin Butler
(152). Butler finished fifth
at 152 pounds at last year’s
Division III sectional wrestling
tournaments.
The Rebels have only one
sophomore returnee in Dustin
Bainter who is set to wrestle in
the 220-pound division.
The newcomers to the varsity
roster include seniors Jessica
Luther (132) and AJ Addis
(285), sophomores Griffin Davis
(145) and Kenny Siders (160),
and freshmen Caleb Johnson

RV
From page 20
the Raiders will also have four
district qualifiers, seven varsity
returnees and eight seniors on a
roster that goes 18-strong — giving Huck the most experience
and firepower to work with of any
team prior to this one.
In all reality, though, Huck is
just pleased to finally see this
much interest in something he’s
been building way before some of
these kids were even born.
He also thinks that these Raiders have the potential to set the
bar even higher for this program.
“It’s go time for this group
and this program. We have eight
seniors and several talented newcomers coming into the program,
plus we will have a full team — a
wrestler in every weight class —
for the first time during my tenure with the program,” Huck said.
“It’s been a lot of work and a long
time coming to get to this season,
so now is the time to really try
and make our mark as a wrestling
program.”
Coming back to the varsity
squad from last year are seniors
Jake Edwards, Joseph Burns,

Ohio Valley Publishing
2018-19 SGHS Schedule
Date
Dec. 1
Dec. 8
Dec. 15
Dec. 21
Dec. 28
Jan. 9
Jan. 16
Jan. 23
Jan. 26
Jan. 30
Feb. 2
Feb. 16

Event
Time
Fairland INV
10 a.m.
Ashland INV
10 a.m.
Vinton County
INV
9 a.m.
Huntington
Classic
4 p.m.
Skyline INV
10 a.m.
Waterford (tri) 5:30 p.m.
Wellston (tri) 5:30 p.m.
Eastern (tri) 5:30 p.m.
Waverly Duals 5:30 p.m.
Gallia County
Classic
5:30 p.m.
Federal Hocking INVTBD
TVC
Championships 8 a.m.

(182) and Shawn Chafin (182).
SGHS — which went 8-11 at
the sectional tournament last
year — is still looking for the
program’s first district qualifier.
For third-year head coach
Paul Polcyn, the Rebels can
really makes some strides

2018-19 RVHS Schedule
Date
Dec. 1
Dec. 5
Dec. 7
Dec. 8
Dec. 11
Dec. 29
Jan. 5
Jan. 18
Jan. 19
Jan. 26
Jan. 30
Feb. 2
Feb. 10
Feb. 16

Opponent
Time
at Jackson
5 pm
at Paint Valley (tri) 5:30
at Point Pleasant 5 pm
at Point Pleasant 10 am
vs Athens (dual) 5:30
at Gallia Academy10 am
at Nelsonville-York10 am
at WSAZ INV
5 pm
at WSAZ INV
10 am
at New Lexington 10 am
Gallia County meet5 pm
Regional Duals
TBA
State Duals
TBA
TVC Meet at VCHS10 am

Derek Johnson, Nathan Michael,
Eric Weber and Dakota Doss, as
well as sophomore Ryan Weber.
Edwards — an All-TVC Ohio
performer in 2017-18 — and Eric
Weber both qualified for districts
for a third consecutive year last
winter, while Burns and Michael
were also district qualifiers.
The newcomers to the varsity
lineup include seniors Dakota
Hunt and Alex Williams, sophomores Seth Bowman, Brice Petitt
and Ethan Gilbert, and freshmen
Aiden Greene, Will Hash, Nathan
Cadle, Levi Roberts, Nathan
Brown and Christopher Goheen.
The regular season meets are

2018-19 SGHS Roster
Name.......................Gr................. Wt.
Jessica Luther.........Sr.................132
Jacob Birtcher*.......Jr.................138
Griffin Davis.............So................ 145
Justin Butler*..........Jr.................152
Kenny Siders...........So................160
Chad Bostic*...........Sr................. 170
Caleb Johnson.........Fr.................182
Shawn Chafin..........Fr.................182
Dustin Bainter*.......So............... 220
Tanner Dennison*...Sr................ 285
Wyatt Rapp*............Sr................ 285
AJ Addis...................Sr................ 285
Caleb Neal*.............Jr................ 285
Jacob Neal*.............Jr................ 285
Head Coach: Paul Polcyn (3rd
season)
* — indicates varsity returnee

toward reaching that goal.
“First and foremost, I want
to instill good values in these
kids,” Polcyn said. “Last year,
we had three kids that were
sectional placers Chad Bostic,
Justin Butler and Tanner
Dennison. We look for those
guys to improve. They are my

2018-19 RVHS Roster
Name.......................................Grade
Jake Edwards*............................... Sr
Joseph Burns*.............................. Sr
Derek Johnson*............................. Sr
Nathan Michael*........................... Sr
Eric Weber*.................................... Sr
Dakota Doss*................................ Sr
Alex Williams.................................. Sr
Dakota Hunt.................................. Sr
Ryan Weber*..................................So
Seth Bowman................................So
Brice Petitt.....................................So
Ethan Gilbert.................................So
Aiden Greene..................................Fr
Will Hash.........................................Fr
Nathan Cadle..................................Fr
Levi Roberts....................................Fr
Nathan Brown................................Fr
Christopher Goheen......................Fr
Head Coach:
Matthew Huck (20th season)
* — indicates varsity returnee.

where Huck believes having a full
unit will make the biggest impact,
although it does also have some
advantages during practice sessions as well.
The extra competition from
within should only benefit River
Valley down the road, particularly
as the Tri-Valley Conference and
sectional championship events
come closer.
Huck would like to see this
group make a relevant leap in
the TVC Ohio Division, where

team captains and they exhibit
leadership and are very good
teaching the younger members
of this squad.
“I’d like to see us go to the
next level. We were just short of
making it to districts last season
and I’d like to see them qualify
this year. I always want the
kids to have fun and win more
matches than they lose. Across
the board, if we can get this
group to win over 50-percent
of their matches to me that’s
successful. I’d like to see our
experienced wrestlers reach that
next level of competition.”
South Gallia will host a
single match this year the
Gallia County Classic comes
to Mercerville on Wednesday,
January 30.
The Rebels open the season
on Saturday, Dec. 1, when they
travel to Proctorville for the
Fairland Invitational.
Scott Jones can be reached at 740-4462342, ext 2106.

the Raiders placed fourth a year
ago. He’d also like to see more of
his kids competing at districts,
not to mention have someone
end another dry spell in his long
tenure.
“We want to improve on our
league performance, and the
depth in our roster should help
us some in that regard. Our
depth is definitely a good thing,”
Huck said. “I also think our
depth will allow us to improve
as a team, both during regular
season events and also in the
tournament.
“It’s been 14 years since we’ve
had someone qualify for state,
and I think that we have some
individuals talented enough
to end that streak. I also think
we have enough talent to make
some noise at the league and sectional tournaments. We are really
excited to see what we can do as
a team.”
The Raiders will have a single
home bout this year during a
dual match with Athens on Dec.
11. River Valley also competes at
Gallia Academy on Dec. 29 and
at South Gallia on Jan. 30. The
TVC championships will be held
at Vinton County this winter.
Bryan Walters can be reached at 740446-2342, ext. 2101.
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Year
From page 25
to go our way this year. Hopefully
they do.”
Betzing is a two-time All-Ohio
honorable mention and was last
year’s Ohio Valley Publishing
Player of the Year, averaging 14
points, 6.3 rebounds, 3.5 assists
and 2.5 steals per game. Betzing
and Fields were the Lady Marauders’ all-league choices last winter.
Newcomers to the Maroon
and Gold include sophomores
Bre Lilly, Kylee Robinson, Olivia
Haggy and Jerrica Smith, as well
as freshmen Mara Hall, Meredith
Cremeans, Mallory Hawley,
Mycah Farley and Alexis O’Brien.
With the majority of the roster
under 5-foot-6, Kasun will rely
heavily on his guards to win
games.
“It’s gotta be our speed and our
quickness, its defiantly not our
size,” Kasun said of his team’s
strength. “We’re going to have
that same defensive intensity
that we’ve had on the defensive

end. Hopefully we can shoot the
ball a little better this year, we’ve
struggled from three. We’re going
to be up in your face, high-tempo
style like we have been.”
Last year Meigs was 6-6 in
the Tri-Valley Conference Ohio
Division, placing the Maroon and
Gold fourth in the seven-team
league.
Kasun is hoping the Lady
Marauders can contend with the
likes of Alexander, Vinton County
and Nelsonville-York at the top of
the TVC Ohio this winter.
“The league’s going to be really
tough this year,” Kasun said.
“We’re going to have to hold home
court and maybe pick off a few on
the road.”
In addition to a dozen leaguegames, Meigs will compete in
the River City Classic, the TriState Classic and the Wellston
Shootout, while facing Warren,
Eastern, Wayne, Gallia Academy
and Southern in non-conference
action. MHS will be playing for its
first sectional title since 2000 this
postseason.
Alex Hawley can be reached at 740-4462342, ext. 2100.

Orthopedics
At Jackson General Hospital, we are
ready to treat you with the highest level
of orthopedic care. Services provided
include, but are not limited to:

OH-70090586

• Casting & splinting
• Operative fracture stabilization
with pins, plates or screws
• Arthroscopy
• Carpal Tunnel & Trigger
Finger Release
• Excision of soft tissue masses/
tumors/cysts
• Closure of complex lacerations
• Removal of embedded foreign bodies
• Joint injections

Call 1-304-373-0133
for information on
Orthopedic Services

Bounce

2018-19 PPHS Schedule

From page 5
have a lot to improve on, and I
think the kids are ready to step
up for that challenge.”
In addition 10 games in ‘The
Dungeon’, seven road trips
in West Virginia and three to
Ohio, Point Pleasant will invade
the South, as the Big Blacks
play at a showcase in Savannah,
Georgia on Dec. 28 and 29.
“One thing were excited
about, we’re taking a trip
out of state,” Williams said.
“I know nothing about those
teams were going to play, I
don’t know what we’re facing,
but one thing I learned though
coaching is usually when we
take a trip early in the year, it
does something for our teambonding and we come back
transformed. It’s always positive and the kids are looking
forward to the adventure.”
Sissonville has eliminated
PPHS from the postseason in
back-to-back campaigns, and

Date
12-11
12-18
12-21
12-22
12-28
12-29
1-5
1-11
1-12
1-15
1-18
1-22
1-26
1-29
2-2
2-6
2-9
2-12
2-13
2-15
2-19
2-21

Opponent
Time
vs. River Valley
6 p.m.
at Calvary Baptist 6 p.m.
at Ripley Tournament TBA
at Ripley Tournament TBA
at Savannah Ga.
TBA
at Savannah Ga.
TBA
at Gallia Academy 6 p.m.
vs. Hannan
6 p.m.
at River Valley
6 p.m.
vs. Calvary Baptist 6 p.m.
at Ravenswood
6 p.m.
at Eastern
6 p.m.
vs. James Monroe 6 p.m.
vs. Meigs
6 p.m.
vs. Southern
6 p.m.
vs. Man at WVSU
TBA
vs. Gallia Academy 6 p.m.
vs. Sissonville
6 p.m.
vs. Buffalo
6 p.m.
at Wahama
6 p.m.
at Wayne
6 p.m.
vs. Ripley
6 p.m.

the Big Blacks will be trying
to get back to the state tournament for the first time since
2012.
Alex Hawley can be reached at 740446-2342, ext. 2100.

Physical Therapy
Jackson General Hospital offers
a wide range of Physical Therapy
& Sports Care, ensuring that
you heal properly and regain your
strength. Our team of therapists
will work with you, utilizing a
well planned regimen of exercises
& training at your pace and
comfort level.

We now offer
Aquatic Therapy Services!

Call 1-304-373-1605
for information about our
Physical Therapy Services

122 Pinnell Street Ripley, West Virginia • 1-304-372-2731
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Look
From page 28
this group. We have a lot more
talent. The girls we have coming
in are going to help out a lot.
DaNayla Ward, she’s a freshman,
very athletic and aggressive with
the ball. Brooke Warner another
freshman is a knock-down
shooter.
“We also have two exchange
students. Nancy Vettese a
senior form Italy who has some
experience and is aggressive and
plays hard and Naomi Meisser
who is a sophomore from
Switzerland. We are expecting
to be a lot better than we’ve
been, but we are still going to
be a work in progress. We are
way more athletic and skilled
this season. Overall, if the girls
have a good experience it’ll be a
successful season.”
The Red and Black roster
features two senior returnees in
Allison Henderson and Lanea
Cochran, along with junior Kelly
Marr.

Aim
From page 24
progress — even before getting
in the pool this season.
“We had 11 athletes graduate
and lost another because
she was a foreign exchange
student, so we actually lost a
dozen experienced swimmers
from a year ago. That’s a big
loss for our program, but we
were fortunate to end up with
11 newcomers for this year,”
Schlater said. “We have eight
freshmen on the team, which
is a big deal for us because it
means we are still competing
now and building for the future.
They have a some good veterans
to learn from and they give us
some depth to work with this
year.”
There are a dozen boys and
eight girls competing for River
Valley, with four and three
athletes returning to those
respective groups. All seven
were also district qualifiers in

Ohio Valley Publishing
2018-19 PPHS Schedule
Date
Nov. 27
Nov. 29

Opponent
Time
at Poca
7 p.m.
vs. Gallia
Academy
7 p.m.
Dec. 3
at Wayne
7 p.m.
Dec. 8
at Capital
2 p.m.
Dec. 11
at Ripley
7 p.m.
Dec. 13
at Winfield
7 p.m.
Dec. 15
at South
Charleston 1:30 p.m.
Dec. 19
at Scott
6:30 p.m.
Dec. 20
at Gallia
Academy
7 p.m.
Dec. 27-28 at Sissonville
Holiday Tourney TBD
Jan. 4
at Lincoln
County
7 p.m.
Jan. 10
vs. Winfield
7 p.m.
Jan. 16
at Wahama
7 p.m.
Jan. 18
vs Logan
6:30 p.m
Jan. 22
vs. Sissonville 6:30 p.m.
Jan. 26
at Symmes
Valley
2 p.m..
Jan. 29
vs. River
Valley
6:30 p.m
Feb. 5
vs Capital
7 p.m.
Feb. 6
vs Scott
7 p.m.
Feb. 12
vs. Poca
7 p.m.
Feb. 14
vs. Buffalo
7 p.m.

PPHS will be without
last-year’s top-scorer Peyton

2018-19 RVHS Roster
Name.......................................Grade
Cole Franklin*................................ Sr
Ethan Browning*........................... Sr
Bailey Bennett*............................. Sr
Julia Nutter*.................................. Sr
Chloe Gee...................................... Sr
Ethan Cline*...................................Jr
Elisabeth Moffett*..........................Jr
Joel Brumfield................................Jr
Hina Horimoto................................Jr
Ryan Lollathin*..............................So
Alex Euton......................................So
Blaine Cline....................................So
Jake Mays.......................................Fr
Dalton Mershon..............................Fr
John Santos....................................Fr
Riley Woolbridge.............................Fr
Nathan Young.................................Fr
Kate Nutter.....................................Fr
Brianna Bradbury...........................Fr
Sophia Gee.....................................Fr
Head Coach:
Robyn Schlater (4th season)
* — Indicates varsity returnee.

some capacity last season.
The boys bring back seniors
Cole Franklin and Ethan
Browning, junior Ethan Cline
and sophom ore Ryan Lollathin
to the mix, and that quartet is
being counted on to provide

2018-19 PPHS Roster
Name............................................ Gr.
Naomi Meisser.............................So.
Alivia Ahler..................................... Fr.
Emily Nibert................................... Jr.
Allison Henderson*.......................Sr.
Brooke Warner............................... Fr.
Baylie Richard............................... Fr.
DaNayla Ward................................ Fr.
Lenea Cochran*............................Sr.
Nancy Vettese................................Sr.
Kelly Marr*.................................... Jr.
Amy Marr....................................... Fr.
Head Coach:
John Fields (7th season)
* — indicates varsity returnee.

Campbell this season, who will
focus on her soccer career this
winter.
The newcomers to the varsity
roster for the first time along with
the aforementioned Ward, Warner,
Vettese and Meisser are junior
Emily Nibert, and freshmen Amy
Marr, Bailie Richard and Alivia
Ahler.
Point Pleasant will open
the season on Nov. 27 with a
road date against Poca, before
returning for their home-opener
on Nov. 29 versus Gallia Academy.
The Lady Knights will then

2018-19 RVHS Schedule
Date
Nov. 28
Dec. 1
Dec. 15
Dec. 21
Jan. 5
Jan. 12
Jan. 21
Jan. 23
Feb. 2

Event
Time
at Shawnee State 5:30
at Athens INV
9 am
at Teays Valley
noon
Home meet
5 pm
at Teays Valley
noon
Home meet
10:30
MLK at Teays
Valley
noon
ORCA at SSU
5 pm
SEO Meet
at Kenyon
1 pm

the leadership needed to help
get the varsity newcomers up to
speed.
Making their varsity debuts
for the Raiders this winter
are junior Joel Brumfield,
sophomores Alex Euton and
Blaine Cline, and freshmen Jake
Mays, Dalton Mershn, John
Santos, Riley Woolbridge and
Nathan Young.
Returning for the girls team
are seniors Bailey Bennett and
Julia Nutter, as well as junior
Elisabeth Moffett.
The varsity newcomers

play 10 straight road contests —
nine of which come in the month
of December — beginning with a
trip to Wayne on Dec. 3.
The Red and Black conclude
the grueling road stretch with
their first contest of the new
year, as they are scheduled to
tip-off against Lincoln County
on Jan. 4.
PPHS will play its first home
contest of 2019 on Jan. 10 when
they play host to Winfield.
Point Pleasant will close its
regular season with seven of its
final nine contests in at home.
The Lady Knights two remaining
road games of the season will
include a trip to face Mason
County rival Wahama on Jan.
16, before concluding the away
portion of their schedule against
Symmes Valley on Jan. 26.
The Lady Knights conclude
their regular season campaign
with four home games, as
they host Capital, Scott and
Poca, before a season finale
Valentine’s Day date versus
Buffalo on Feb. 14.
Scott Jones can be reached at 740-4462342, ext 2106.

include senior Chloe Gee, junior
Hina Horimoto, and freshmen
Kate Nutter, Brianna Bradbury
and Sophie Gee.
Schlater is hoping that these
kids can at least match last
year’s successes, if not expand
on them.
“We competed in 11 events
at districts last year, which was
one of our highest totals in
program history. We definitely
want to continue our progress
in that area,” Schlater said.
“We didn’t have anyone at the
state level last year, and that
used to be a tradition around
here that we want to start back
up this season. We have some
talented kids that work hard on
technique and improvement, so
we are hoping that this year is
the one that we have someone
get back to state.”
River Valley is hoping to have
a pair of home meets on Dec. 21
and Jan. 12 of this season, both
of which would be held at the
University of Rio Grande.
Bryan Walters can be reached at 740446-2342, ext. 2101.
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Shooting
From page 17
Freeman, Southall, Muncy and
Christopher Smith all won
Region IV titles a year ago. That
quintet was joined by Samson,
Wilson, Stanley and Marquez in
advancing to the state meet last
winter. Both Smiths and Freeman
were podium placers a year ago
as well.
The newcomers to the varsity
squad are junior Oliver Skeie,
sophomore Nicholas Wisecup,
and freshmen Kaden Pierce,
Derek Raike, Justin Bartee,
MacKandle Freeman, Brayden
Connolly, Zander Watson, Connor McCarty, Skylar McCoy and
Ethan Marcum.
On paper, Point Pleasant
appears to be younger than it
really is. There is a wealth of
experience in the upper three
classes, plus these freshmen have

Defenders
From page 14
Steve Rice, the team has the
opportunity to improve by way
of its blend of veteran leadership
and influx of new additions to the
roster..
“We plan to be much-improved
from last year,” Rice said. “We
have several returning players and
new members to the team that I
think will really help us. I think
overall we will be a lot stronger
than we were last season.
Ohio Valley Christian — who
went 9-21 last winter — will
feature a roster of just ninestrong this year. The Defenders,
however, will have the luxury of
five of those players as returnees,
including three seniors.
If they can develop some
consistency along the way, Rice
believes the strength will come
from its on the court leadership
form his seniors.
“We have some great senior
leadership,” Rice said. “We have
some strong interior play and
experience at our guard positions.
I think we will be much better at
every position than we were last
season. Like all coaches, I want

2018-19 PPHS Schedule
Date
Dec. 1

Event
Time
at Lake Norman
Duals (NC)
TBA
Dec. 5
at Huntington
(dual)
5 pm
Dec. 7-8
Jason Eades
Memorial
TBA
Dec. 13
vs. Hoover
/Independence (tri) 5:30
Dec. 20
at Athens (dual)
5 pm
Dec. 28-29 at Wheeling Park
Duals
TBA

prepared themselves well for varsity competition.
Bonecutter believes that,
despite the youth, that this program is in really good shape now
— not just down the road.
“Some will say that our team
is too young to compete for a
title this year. However, I see our
youth as a strength. Our kids are
hungry and on the hunt,” Bonecutter said. “I’m expecting a max
effort from these guys every day

Jan. 4-5

at Bob Kearns
INV (OH)
TBA
Jan. 12
at Fandetti-Richardson
Brawl (TN)
TBA
Jan. 18-19 at WSAZ INV
TBA
Jan. 23
Home quad
5 pm
Jan. 30
at Parkersburg
(dual)
5 pm
Feb. 1
vs. Ripley (dual)
5 pm
Feb. 8-9
Region IV meet
TBA

and I want see both growth and
improvement from all of our guys.
We’re raising the bar on what
we expect from this group this
winter.”
Point Pleasant has premier
events scheduled in North Carolina, Tennessee and Ohio, as well
as a handful of quality contests in
West Virginia.
The Big Blacks also have four
home matches this year, including
the annual Jason Eades Memorial

2018-19 OVCS Schedule
Date
Opponent
Nov. 16 at Parkersburg
Tournament
Nov. 19 vs Huntington
Prep
Nov. 26 at Wood County
Nov. 30 vs. Cavalry
Dec. 3 at Covenant
Dec. 7 at Hannan
Dec. 8 at Carter
Christian
Dec. 14 vs. Ironton
St. Joseph
Dec. 17 vs. Belpre
Christian
Dec. 18 at South Gallia
Dec. 21 vs. Teays Valley
Dec. 29 vs. South Gallia
Jan. 4 at Calvary

Time
TBD
6 p.m.
7 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
6 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
7 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m.

to see growth throughout the season. I definitely expect to have a
winning season this year.”
The Blue and Gold roster features three senior returnees in
Justin Beaver, Andrew Dubs and
Miciah Swab.
Beaver and Gruber each provide experience at the guard
positions, while Dubs lends familiarity to the squad at the forward
and interior positions.
Joining the triad of upperclassmen from last year’s squad will

Jan. 11 vs. Covenant
7:30 p.m.
Jan. 12 at North
Pleasants
5:30 p.m.
Jan. 14 at Parkersburg
Christian
7:30 p.m.
Jan. 15 at Heritage
7:30 p.m.
Jan. 18 at Teays Valley 7:30 p.m.
Jan. 21 vs. Grace
7:30 p.m.
Jan. 22 vs. Hannan
7:30 p.m.
Jan. 26 vs. Carter Christian 6 p.m.
Jan. 28 vs. North Pleasants 7 p.m.
Jan. 29 vs Wood County 7 p.m.
Feb. 1 vs Belpre Christian 7 p.m.
Feb. 8 at Ironton
St. Joseph
7:30 p.m.
Feb. 11 vs Parkersburg
Christian
7:30 p.m.
Feb. 12 vs. Heritage
7:30 p.m.

also be two sophomores in Bryce
Gruber and Jeremiah Swab.
The newcomers to the varsity
roster for the first time are a pair
of juniors in Mark Oliver and
Joel Daugherty, along with freshmen Conner Walter and Cody
Mathius.
Ohio Valley Christian will
open the season on Nov. 16 with
a road date at the Parkersburg
Tournament, before returning
for their home-opener on Nov.
19 versus Huntington Prep. The

“I’m expecting a max
effort from these guys
every day and I want
see both growth and
improvement from all of
our guys. We’re raising
the bar on what we
expect from this group
this winter.”

— John Bonecutter,
Wrestling coach

Duals on Dec. 7-8.
The Red and Black also have
a tri-match with Hoover and
Independence on Dec. 13, a quad
match with Greenbrier West,
East Fairmont and Wirt County
on Jan. 23, and the annual Battle
for the Shield dual with Ripley on
Feb. 1.
Bryan Walters can be reached at 740446-2342, ext. 2101.

Defenders close out the month
of November with a trip to
face Wood County on Nov. 26,
followed by a home date with
Calvary on Nov. 30.
OVCS is slated to play four of
its eight contest in December
at home, however, begin the
month with a three-game road
stretch starting with a trip to face
Covenant on Dec. 3.
The Defenders are slated for 11
games in the month of January —
with five of its first six contests of
the new year as the visiting squad
— beginning with a road date
with Calvary on Jan. 4.
OVCS will close out the month
of January with five straight
home games, starting when Grace
Christian on Jan. 21.
The Blue and Gold will close
its regular season as the host
squad in three of its final four
games, beginning with Belpre
Christian on Feb. 1 before
traveling to face Ironton St.
Joseph on Feb. 8.
The Defenders conclude
their 2018-19 schedule as they
host Parkersburg Christian and
Heritage on Feb 11 and Feb. 12,
respectively.
Scott Jones can be reached at 740-4462342, ext 2106.
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Relying
From page 30
ing four seniors, but we have six
juniors that I believe will step up
and play well for us this season.
I think we are well-rounded and
very athletic as a team. We also
have some size and good guard
play.
“Our goal is always to win a
sectional title. I think this year, we
stand a very good chance of reaching that goal.”
The Red and Gold roster features a no senior members this
year, having lost Olivia Hornsby,
Aaliyah Howell, Erin Evans and
Brooke Campbell to graduation.
The Lady Rebels, however, will
navigate the 2018-19 campaign
with five junior returnees in
Christine Griffith, Kiley Stapleton, Amaya Howell, Jaslyn Bowers
and Alyssa Cremeens.
Joining the quintet from last
year’s squad are two sophomores
in Makayla Waugh and Faith Poling.

OVCS
From page 29
blend of experience an youth to
its roster this season, as they look
to improve following last year’s
7-15 overall record.
The Lady Defenders — who
will welcome four freshman additions to the squad — return six
players from last year’s squad to a
roster that goes 11-strong.
For seventh-year PPHS coach
Chris Burnett, the team has a realistic goal entering the season and
can achieve it through hard work,
cohesiveness and preparation.
“We have a good nucleus back
this season,” Burnett said. “Or
top-two scorers from last season
are returning. I’m excited for
the possibility of having a better
record this year. I think we have
the opportunity to win more
games.
“We are trying to get these
girls to grow together. We have
some new members this year so
trying to get them to mesh and
be a family out on the court will
dictate how our season goes. I

2018-19 SGHS Roster

2018-19 SGHS Schedule
Date
Nov. 23
Nov. 27
Nov. 29
Dec. 3
Dec. 6
Dec. 10
Dec. 13
Dec. 15
Dec. 18
Dec. 20

Opponent
at River Valley
vs. Symmes
Valley
vs. Belpre
at Federal
Hocking
vs. Southern
at Waterford
vs. Miller
vs. River Valley
vs. OVCS
at Eastern

Time
6 p.m.
6 p.m.
6 p.m.
6 p.m.
6 p.m.
6 p.m.
6 p.m.
3 p.m.
6 p.m.
6 p.m.

The newcomers to the varsity
roster for the first time are juniors
Olivia Johnson, sophomore Emily
Mandeville, as well as freshman
Jessie Rutt.
South Gallia - who finished
last season 4-12 in Tri-Valley
Conference Hocking Division
play - open the season on Friday,
Nov. 23, with a road date versus
Gallia County rival River Valley
in a non-conference contest in
Bidwell. The Lady Rebels are
set to play their home opening
contest when they host Symmes

think the more they play together
and mature, it will allow them to
become a better overall team. The
girls goal is an over .500 record
for the year. I think it’s possible
for this group if they put in the
work.”
The Blue and Gold roster
features two senior returnees in
Kristen Durst and Emily Childers,
along with junior Marcie Kessinger, sophomore Lauren Ragan
and freshmen Chloe Payne and
Lalla Hurlow.
The newcomers to the varsity
roster for the first time are senior
Joicy Livas, juniors Emilia Barbero and Leticia Araiyo, along with
freshmen Kylie Henry and Maison
Gruber.
Ohio Valley Chrisitan will open
the season on Nov. 16 with a road
date at the Parkersburg Tournament followed by a trip to Wood
County on Nov. 26, before returning for their home-opener on Nov.
30 versus Calvary Christian.
The Lady Defenders will begin
the month of December with a
three-game road trip, beginning
with Covenant on Dec. 3, before
returning to the Old French City
for a home date with Ironton St.
Joseph on Dec. 14.

Dec. 27
Dec. 29
Jan. 3
Jan. 7
Jan. 10
Jan. 14
Jan. 17
Jan. 19
Jan. 24
Jan. 31
Feb. 4
Feb. 7

at Symmes Valley 6 p.m.
at OVCS
6 p.m.
vs. Wahama
6 p.m.
at Trimble
6 p.m.
at Belpre
6 p.m.
vs. Federal
Hocking
6 p.m.
at Southern
6 p.m.
vs. Waterford
6 p.m.
at Miller
6 p.m.
vs. Eastern
6 p.m.
at Wahama
6 p.m.
vs. Trimble
6 p.m.

Valley on Nov. 27, before facing
their first TVC-Hocking test of
the season against Belpre on Nov.
29 in Mercerville.
SGHS are set to play five of
its nine contests in the month of
December on the road, beginning
with conference foe Federal Hocking Dec. 3. The Lady Rebels will
tip-off in three contests during
the month versus county rivals,
as they host the Lady Raiders on
Dec. 15 and Ohio Valley Christian
School on Dec. 18. SGHS will
also travel to Gallipolis on Dec.

No. Name.................................... Gr.
1
Alyssa Cremeens*................ Jr.
2 Amaya Howell*..................... Jr.
4 Kiley Stapleton*.................... Jr.
11 Jessie Rutt............................. Fr.
13 Jaslyn Bowers*..................... Jr.
20 Olivia Johnson*..................... Jr.
22 Makayla Waugh*..................So.
24 Christine Griffith................... Jr.
30 Faith Poling*.........................So.
40 Emily Mandeville..................So.
Head Coach:
Corey Small (7th season)
* — indicates varsity returnee.

29 to face the Lady Defenders.
The Red and Gold are scheduled to tip-off for eight games
in January, all of which will be
against conference competition.
SGHS will close its regular season with two contests in February, as they travel to face Wahama
on Feb. 4, before returning to
Mercerville play to conclude their
campaign with home date versus
Trimble.
Scott Jones can be reached at 740-4462342, ext 2106.

2018-19 OVCS Schedule
Date
Nov. 16
Nov. 26
Nov. 30
Dec. 3
Dec. 7
Dec. 8
Dec. 14
Dec. 18
Dec. 21
Dec. 29
Jan. 4
Jan. 11
Jan. 12

Opponent
Time
at Parkersburg
Tournament
TBD
at Wood County5:30 p.m.
vs. Calvary
6 p.m.
at Covenant
6 p.m.
at Hannan
6 p.m.
at Carter Christian4:30 p.m.
vs. Ironton St.
Joseph
6 p.m.
at South Gallia 6 p.m.
vs. Teays Valley 6 p.m.
vs. South Gallia 6 p.m.
at Calvary
6 p.m.
vs. Covenant
6 p.m.
at North

OVCS will play seven total contests in the month of December,
including two games against Gallia County foe South Gallia — the
first of which is in Mercerville on
Dec. 18, followed by a home date
with the Lady Rebels on Dec. 29.
The Blue and Gold begin the
new year, with four of its five
contests on the road, before beginning a five-game home stand
starting with Grace Christian on
Jan. 21.

Jan. 14
Jan. 18
Jan. 21
Jan. 22
Jan. 26
Jan. 28
Jan. 29
Feb. 8
Fe. 11

Pleasants
4 p.m.
at Parkersburg
Christian
6 p.m.
at Teays Valley 6 p.m.
vs. Grace
6 p.m.
vs. Hannan
6 p.m.
vs. Carter
Christian
4:30 p.m.
vs. North Pleasant5:30 p.m.
vs. Wood
County
5:30 p.m.
at Ironton
St. Joseph
6 p.m.
vs. Parkersburg
Christian
6 p.m.

Ohio Valley Christian will close
its regular season with just two
games on the slate in the month
of February. The Lady Defenders
final road contest of the season
will be a trip to face Ironton St.
Joseph on Feb. 8, before concluding the home portion of their
season finale against Parkersburg
Christian on Feb. 11.
Scott Jones can be reached at 740-4462342, ext 2106.
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Soar
From page 33
on how much you win or loss, but
if we play hard and make effort we
make every game things will take
care of themselves. Last season, I
felt like we were an inexperienced
team playing against varsity
squads, but we have that year
behind us and that should help
with our growth. The league we
play in is tough as nails. It’s going
to have to be a full team effort for
us.”
The Red and White roster features a lone senior in Emily VanMatre playing in just her second
season as a member of the squad.
The Lady Falcons also feature one
junior returnee in Hanna Rose an All-TVC performer from a year
ago.
Joining the pair of upper classwomen from last year’s squad are
sophomores Emma Gibbs, Victoria VanMatre and Harley Roush.
The newcomers to the varsity
roster for the first time are freshman Alesia Barnitz, Lauren Noble
and Bailee Bumgarner, as well as
sophomore Savannah Roush.
Wahama - who finished last season 3-13 in Tri-Valley Conference
Hocking Division play - open the
season on Dec. 5, at home versus
conference foe Trimble. The Lady
Falcons are set to play six straight
conference contests before closing
out the month of December with
a non-conference game when they
host Ravenswood.
The Red and White are sched-

Growth
From page 31
with the learning process,”
Roderick said. “The girls were
pretty green last year in regards
to varsity experience, so that
advantage this year should help
make the program a little better
off now and down the road.”
Back from a year ago are
seniors Cierra Roberts, Jordan
Garrison, Beth Gillman and
Kelsey Brown, juniors Kaylee
Gillman, Kaylee Tucker and
Savannah Reese, and sophomore

2018-19 WHS Schedule
Date
Dec. 5
Dec. 6
Dec. 10
Dec. 13
Dec. 17
Dec. 20
Dec. 22
Jan. 3
Jan. 7
Jan. 10
Jan. 14
Jan. 16
Jan. 17
Jan. 19
Jan. 24
Jan. 26

Opponent
vs. Trimble
at Eastern
at Southern
vs. Belpre
vs. Federal Hocking
vs.Miller
vs. Ravenswood
at South Gallia
vs. Waterford
at Buffalo
at Trimble
vs. Point Pleasant
vs. Eastern
vs. Southern
at Belpre
at Charleston
Catholic
Jan. 28 at Federal Hocking
Jan. 31 at Miller
Feb. 4 vs. South Gallia
Feb. 7 at Waterford
Feb. 8 at Van

Time
6 pm
6 pm
6 pm
6 pm
6 pm
6 pm
6 pm
6 pm
6 pm
6 pm
6 pm
6 pm
noon
6 pm
6 pm
4 pm
6 pm
6 pm
6 pm
6 pm
6 pm

uled to tip-off for 11 games in
January, playing seven of those
contests away from Gary Clark
Court. Of their four home contests of the month, the Lady Falcons will play host to county rival
Point Pleasant on Jan. 16.
WHS will close its regular
season with three of its final four
contests in February on the road.
The Lady Falcons play are set
to play their final home contest
on Feb. 4, against South Gallia,
before concluding their campaign
with road dates with Waterford,
Van and Gilmer.
Scott Jones can be reached at 740-4462342, ext 2106.

Hannah Jacks.
Roberts, Garrison, Reese and
both Gillmans provide plenty
of experience and depth to the
backcourt positions, while Brown
— an All-TVC Ohio selection last
winter — Jacks and Tucker bring
a solid nucleus to the inside
spots.
The newcomers to the varsity
squad are seniors Lexi Stout
and Destiny Dotson, sophomore
Sierra Somerville and freshman
Lauren Twyman.
Twyman, Stout and Somerville
bring added options to the guard
spots, while Dotson provides
some depth to a somewhat limited frontcourt.

Mats
From page 19
Back for a third season are
Marauder seniors Brandon
Justis (220), William Smith
(182), and Jonathan Newsome
II (285), as well as junior
Tucker Smith (132). Entering
season No. 2 on the MHS
varsity are John Hamilton Jr.
(152) and David Shuler (145).
Meigs junior Levi Rafferty
(182) is also returning after
wrestling as a freshman.
Newcomers for the Maroon
and Gold are sophomore Jarod
Koenig (106), and Drake Hall
(195).
Willford has high hopes for
his squad as individuals, but
wants to see numbers increase
in the future.
“Wrestling is more of an
individual sport, due to the
numbers our team goals
are limited,” Willford said.
“As far as individual goals,
everybody’s goal at the start of
the year is to go undefeated,
win a league title, be a district
qualifier and be a state
qualifier. I think we have a few
kids that could defiantly be in
the league championship hunt,
I think we have a few kids
that could defiantly be district
qualifiers, and if our cards play
out right, maybe even a state
qualifier thi.s year.
“Numbers are down, but
numbers are down all over the
state of Ohio in wrestling. We

Roderick doesn’t have any specific win total in mind for these
girls this year because he knows
the league is tough and so is the
non-conference schedule.
What will please him this year
is seeing how far this group has
progressed since last November,
mainly from a competitiveness
standpoint.
Early on, the third-year mentor
has liked what he’s seen.
“As long as the girls continue
to have a positive attitude and
keep working hard at being the
best team they can be, this season will be a success,” Roderick
said. “We want to be a more
competitive team that plays with

have to get the numbers back
up, but this season looks very
promising for us.”
Last season, MHS was
10th at both the Tri-Valley
Conference meet and the
sectional tournament. Hamilton
was Meigs’ best finisher in the
sectional, placing fifth at 152
pounds. Meigs’ top returnee
from the league meet is Tucker
Smith, who was one of three
Marauders to take fourth on
the day.
This year’s TVC meet will be
on Feb. 16 at Vinton County,
with the Division II sectional
being held at Alexander on Feb.
22 and 23.
Before the Marauders get
there, they’re scheduled for
seven invitationals, highlighted
by trips to Gallia Academy,
Athens and Nelsonville-York.
“Gallia Academy every year
around Christmas time has a
great tournament,” Willford
said. “We’re also going to the
John Deno Classic, which
Athens holds in mid-to-late
January. But probably the
biggest, toughest tournament
we go to every year is
Nelsonville-York’s Invitational.
There are 22 teams there
this year, it’s held Jan. 5 in
Nelsonville, you see some great
teams from all over the state of
Ohio. Very tough, very strong
competition.”
Meigs is in the process of
adding two-and-three-team
matches to its schedule.
Alex Hawley can be reached at 740446-2342. ext. 2100.

a lot of effort. If we can do that
consistently, the results will take
care of themselves.
“So far, it’s been fun to see
them excited about the start of a
new season. They’ve worked hard
and they’ve grown a lot from this
time a year ago. They’re ready
to go.”
River Valley opens its season
on Nov. 23 at home against South
Gallia and follows up with its
first road contest at Gallia Academy on Nov. 26. The Lady Raiders will play four of their final six
games at home.
Bryan Walters can be reached at 740446-2342, ext. 2101.
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Campaign
From page 35
we’re going to have to play hard.
There are going to be teams
that have better talent than us,
but they can’t out-work us. We
have to play hard and get after it,
especially on the defensive end,
that’s where we’re going to have to
be very consistent.”
Southern was 4-12 in the TriValley Conference Hocking Division last season, tying the Lady
Tornadoes with South Gallia for
sixth in the nine-team league.
With a dozen possible returnees next season, Coach Crisp is
hoping to make the most of every
building opportunity this winter.
“This season, we’re going to
have to look at taking little victories,” Crisp said. “It may not be
the whole game, it may be part
of a game, or it may be seeing if
we can reach a goal as far as how
many turnovers or rebounds we
have. We’re going to try to build
off of small victories like that,
and hopefully the wins will come
around.”
In addition to 16 league games

Cats
From page 36
some size, plus we have the
numbers to sub in and out on
the floor if need be,” Thomas
said. “In years past, we’d finish
a good year with maybe eight
players and have everyone worn
out by the start of the tournament.
“The other good thing is that
the freshmen are coming in with
a good group of upperclassmen
to learn about how to play at the
varsity level. If we can get them
familiar with what we do and
why, we’ll only be better because
of it.”
Seniors Josie McCoy, Hannah
Carroll and Pammie Ochs bring
proven leadership and experience to the squad as will returnees junior Julie Frazier and the
sophomore trio of Bailey Coleman, Halie Johnson and Tonika
Coleman.
Carroll, McCoy, Frazier, Johnson and Tonika Coleman give
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2018-19 SHS Schedule
Date
11-26
11-29
12-1
12-3
12-6
12-10
12-15
12-17
12-20
12-28
1-3
1-7
1-10
1-14
1-17
1-19
1-21
1-24
1-28
1-31
2-4
2-7

Opponent
at Meigs
vs. Federal Hocking
vs. River Valley
at Waterford
at South Gallia
vs. Wahama
at Symmes Valley
vs. Trimble
at Belpre
vs. Wellston
vs. Miller
at Eastern
at Federal Hocking
vs. Waterford
vs. South Gallia
at Wahama
at River Valley
at Wellston
at Trimble
vs. Belpre
at Miller
vs. Eastern

Time
6 p.m.
6 p.m.
noon
6 p.m.
6 p.m.
6 p.m.
6 p.m.
6 p.m.
6 p.m.
6 p.m.
6 p.m.
6 p.m.
6 p.m.
6 p.m.
6 p.m.
2 p.m.
6 p.m.
6 p.m.
6 p.m.
6 p.m.
6 p.m.
6 p.m.

this winter, Southern will suit up
for non-conference tilts against
Meigs, River Valley, Symmes Valley and Wellston.
Alex Hawley can be reached at 740-4462342, ext. 2100.

2018-19 HHS Roster
No. Name..........................Grade.Pos
2 Josie McCoy*.............Sr.......... F
3 Madison Gill...............Fr...........G
4 Julie Frazier*..............Jr........... F
5 Madison Plantz..........Fr...........G
10 Hannah Kersey..........Fr...........G
11 Hannah Carroll*.........Sr.......... F
13 Bailey Coleman*........So..........G
14 Kaleigh Sturgeon.......Fr...........G
20 Rachel Ellis.................Fr........... F
22 Tonika Coleman*.......So.......... F
23 Pammie Ochs*..........Sr..........G
24 Halie Johnson*..........So.......G-F
Head Coach:
Kellie Thomas (7th season)
* — Indicates varsity returnee.

the Lady Cats some interior firepower, while Ochs, Johnson and
Bailey Coleman provide some
stability to the guard positions.
The newcomers to the varsity
squad are freshmen Madison
Gill, Madison Plantz, Hannah
Kersey, Kaleigh Sturgeon and
Rachel Ellis.
Ellis adds another option to
an otherwise crowded forward
spot, while Gill, Plantz, Kersey
and Sturgeon all bring different

Winter
From page 16
Valley Conference Hocking Division play - open the season on Dec.
4, with a home date versus Wirt County, followed by a second
straight non-conference against Buffalo on Dec. 7 in Mason. From
there, the Red and White conclude a stretch of four consecutive
games at Gary Clark Court against conference foes Waterford and
Trimble on Dec.11 and Dec. 14, respectively.
Of its eight contests in the month of December, WHS are set to
play their final four contest of the calendar year on the road as they
travel to face Miller and Southern, before competing in the Wirt
County Tournament on Dec. 28 and Dec. 29.
Wahama are set to play all nine its contests in the month of January versus TVC-Hocking Division opponents on the road, beginning with South Gallia on Jan. 4. The White Falcons will tip-off on
their home court for five of its eight contests during the month.
The Red and White will close its regular season with five games
in February, beginning with a two-game road trip at Trimble and
Eastern, before closing out their campaign with three straight
home games — including the regular season finale against visiting
Mason County rival Point Pleasant on Feb. 15.
With plenty of experience featured on the roster and the rigors
of the TVC Hocking, Bradley feels that the opportunity is present
for his squad to reach its goal beyond its 22-game regular season
slate.
“Everyone looks to the postseason,” Bradley said. “The past
couple of years, we’ve gone out of tournament in the first round.
I’d like to see us be able to advance and do well in the tournament.”
Scott Jones can be reached at 740-446-2342, ext 2106.

2018-19 HHS Schedule
Date
Dec. 3
Dec. 4
Dec. 7

Opponent
vs Ironton SJ
vs Calvary
vs Ohio Valley
Christian
Dec. 10 at Scott
Dec. 14 vs Buffalo
Dec. 18 at Fairview (KY)
Dec. 29 at Green
Jan. 4
vs Rose Hill
Christian
Jan. 8
at Teays Valley
Christian
Jan. 10 at Ironton SJ
Jan. 15 vs Carter Christian
Jan. 18 at Calvary
Jan. 21 at Ohio Valley
Christian
Jan. 26 vs Fairview (KY)
Jan. 31 at Buffalo
Feb. 5
vs Scott
Feb. 7
vs Teays Valley
Christian
Feb. 12 at Carter Christian
Feb. 15 at Rose Hill
Christian

Time
6 pm
6 pm
6 pm
6 pm
6 pm
6 pm
2 pm
6 pm
5 pm
6 pm
6 pm
6 pm
6 pm
6 pm
6 pm
6 pm
6 pm
6 pm
6 pm

elements to the backcourt
positions.
Thomas believes that this team

has enough talent to produce
some victories, but she’s more
focused in seeing the girls grow
into a team that is competitive on
a night-in, night-out basis.
If the Lady Cats can accomplish that single goal, Thomas
says the season will be a success
simply for that fact.
“We want to be competitive
and not give up when times
get tough. If we are willing to
pick one another up and just
give it our best, we might find
ourselves in some successful
places,” Thomas said. “All I ask
is that they give me one hundred
percent of what they have on the
floor. I can’t ask for anything else
than that.”
Hannan will open the season
with three straight home contests, starting with Ironton Saint
Joseph on Dec. 3. The Lady Cats
then host Calvary (Dec. 4) and
Ohio Valley Christian (Dec. 7)
before making their first road
trip to Scott on Dec. 10
Bryan Walters can be reached at 740446-2342, ext. 2101.
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Whenever there's a project to make our community
a better place to live, you will always find our local
merchants right there doing all they can to help.
From donating to local charities to sponsoring
the kids' ball teams, they're always there.

Please shop and invest locally.
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