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From the Ohio Valley to Flanders Fields
it in each night.
(Editor’s note:
My Nannie did
Portions of this
this each day, long
column origibefore 9/11 and
nally appeared in
not just on Flag
2016.)
Day, the Fourth
Growing up in
of July or MemoPoint Pleasant,
rial Day. She was
I spent a lot of
Beth
a member of the
time at my grandSergent
VFW ladies auxilmother’s home on
OVP Editor
iary, my grandfaThird Street. Each
ther served in the
year, next to her
US Navy in World War
house and under a pine
II, as did two of their
tree, a patch of poppies
sons in Vietnam. I’m
grew. I didn’t pay much
attention to them; I just sure many of you have
knew Nannie appreciated similar stories of service
their arrival, whether the in your family which is
one of the many reasons
patch was thick or thin.
If she had told the story Mason, Gallia and Meigs
counties are unique, at
about where they came
from when I was a child, least to me.
As for the uniqueness
either I wasn’t listening
of those poppies in West
(which only happened
maybe twice) or I didn’t Virginia, it turns out,
they weren’t originally
understand (this happened more than twice). from West Virginia at all.
The unveiling of their
There was nothing too
origins was revealed
impressive about the
poppies other than they when I was an adult and
my Nannie’s sister, Sarie,
all grew up together in
began talking about “In
one spot on long stems
and were orange. In fact, Flanders Fields.” Being
a child of the 1980’s, I
the sherbet orange was
in contrast to the bright didn’t know what that
red, paper poppies Nan- meant. Was it a song?
Was it a movie? When I
nie and my grandfather
expressed my ignorance,
wore each year to support veterans. My grand- my aunt Sarie gave me
parents were from a gen- a look that I now give
people under the age
eration where, not only
did you wear poppies on of 30 who should know
what they don’t know.
your lapel, but you put
Sarie explained, “In
your American flag out
Flanders Fields” was a
each morning and took
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The Flanders Fields poppies in Point Pleasant.

poem but beyond that,
Nannie’s poppies were
from the real Flanders
Fields. Turns out, the
father of Nannie and
Sarie, my great grandfather, Alonzo Dickens,
served in the U.S. Army
in World War I. When
he was in Belgium, he
walked in the actual
Flanders Fields, where
hundreds of American
servicemen would come
to be buried. The area
was a major battle theatre in WW I. As many

...For all your health
care needs.

of you know, the “In
Flanders Fields” poem
written by Canadian physician Lieutenant-Colonel
John McCrae, talks about
the poppies which grew
over the graves of fallen
soldiers.
While in Flanders
Fields, my great grandfather placed poppy seeds
in his pocket and carried
them all the way back to
his home in West Columbia in Mason County,
where my great grandmother got them to grow.

Then, my Nannie got the
seeds to grow in Point
Pleasant and my aunt
Sarie did the same in Barberton, Ohio. Though the
poppies no longer grow
at the homes of my grandmother or my aunt Sarie
since they passed away,
family members have carried on the tradition (and
the seeds) and they have
bloomed in places far
from Belgium right here
in the Ohio Valley.
If something as fragile
as poppy seeds can make

the journey from Belgium
to West Virginia and
bloom nearly 100 years
later, we can all survive
Facebook posts we don’t
like. Instead of making
a comment on social
media, Google “In Flanders Fields,” make the
effort to thank a veteran
for their service, and take
a moment to appreciate
the ones who tend the
poppies for next year.
Beth Sergent is editor of Ohio Valley
Publishing.
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A story of a close to home veteran
By Erin Perkins

eperkins@aimmediamidwest.com

POINT PLEASANT —
Born and raised in Mason
County, this veteran has a
well known name around
the city of Point Pleasant.
Dennis Rayburn has
primarily resided in Point
Pleasant the entirety of
his life, only leaving for
times of overseas training or deployment for the
military.
“I liked the military
from the beginning,”
said Rayburn, “I liked
the order. It’s a situation
where most individuals
can gain success and
promotion through effort
and the military is highly
based on the idea of
respect, respect for rank.
It’s certainly different
than civilian life.”
On April 21, 1978 when
Rayburn was 23 years
old he began his journey
with the Army National
Guard. He served for 37.5
years, retiring in 2005.
Rayburn ranked as an E-7
Sargeant First Class and

Why I love my country
“I love my country because it has provided
me with the ability to follow my own path and
work to achieve the goals that I set forward
and throughout my life I had multiple
opportunities to encounter individuals from
other countries that didn’t have the same
access, so I cherish my freedom.”

— Dennis Rayburn

for the majority
of his service he
worked in electronics repair and
maintenance, for
over 20 years he
was an electronics
repair chief. He
Rayburn
was awarded nine
different Military
Occupational Specialty
(MOS) codes as he was
willing to move from
one position to another
in order to achieve rank
and responsibility. Rayburn also studied at the
University of Charleston
graduating with an associate’s degree in Military
Management.
“The most fulfilling

aspect of my service was leadership
responsibilities,
mentoring young
soldiers. I had a
very high success
rate in urging
individuals who
served under me to
go on and become
officers, but my primary
desire was to provide
guidance and support to
other troops,” said Rayburn.
During his time in
the military, Rayburn
served in the military
through every conflict
after Vietnam. In many
cases, he supported the
conflicts from his home

Dennis Rayburn in Iraq during his deployment.

base in Point Pleasant at
the 3664th Maintenance
Company, but did deploy
during Operation Iraqi
Freedom. Eight years of
his service were active
duty, largely for training
missions and once for
deployment. He visited
places such as Germany,
France, Belgium, Kuwait,
Iraq, and Austria.
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“I enjoyed traveling in
Europe a great deal, my
experience there was the
people were very open
and enjoyed meeting and
associating with new
people, but I’ve never
had any problem meeting
people,” said Rayburn, “I
never met a stranger.”
Though being a member of the National Guard

has been a major portion
of Rayburn’s life, he has
another part of his life
just as important.
Rayburn married his
wife, Elizabeth Bechtel
Rayburn in 1981. She
stayed by his side during
his time in and after the
service.Though difficult
when apart from one
another, they prevailed.
“It’s always hard to be
away from family,” said
Rayburn, “especially
in the National Guard,
when you’re called up to
support flood issues and
things like that because
even your own family could be adversely
effected, but you still have
to report for duty, but in
my span of service communications have gotten
so immediate. Over the
years when I went to Iraq,
it amazed me the ability
to maintain a regular contact with home.”
One aspect he greatly
enjoyed about his time
in the service was the
See story | 5

Looking at the many years of service: then and now
By Dean Wright

deanwright@aimmediamidwest.
com

GALLIPOLIS — Joining the U.S. defense
services is a longtime
tradition for citizens who
wish to learn how to
better serve and defend
their country and many
continue to serve after
having retired.
Charlie Huber, 73, of
Gallipolis, serves as the
commander of the American Legion Lafayette Post
27 as well as a member of
VFW 4464’s Honor Guard
which presents veterans
their last funeral rites in
Gallia County. Huber is
also a member of American Veterans, DAV, Vietnam Veterans of America,
and Safeside Association
Air Force Light Infantry.
Outside of his veterans’
service activities, he
has also been active as
a regional Lion’s Club
member and with Gallipolis Neighborhood Watch.
“It’s a busy month,”
said Huber. “We’ve been
going to schools and talking about what the flags
mean and being in the

service and trying to get
to funerals…It’s important
to keep the memories
of veterans going and
giving them what is due
them. I just want to help
where I can, however I
can. Whether that’s in the
legion or honor guard or
something else.”
“I enlisted in the Air
Force around 1965 and
‘66 and I was a security
cop on a flight line in
Korea,” said Huber. “We
had an incident in Korea
and they shipped me off
to Ranger School.”
According to Huber,
he and a colleague were
walking a security route
around planes they oversaw before they encountered four individuals
reportedly carrying bomb
satchels. Huber and his
colleague called the security alert team to assist
before they were fired
upon and they returned
fire. The team soon
arrived and the satchel
carriers were neutralized between Huber, his
colleague and the team.
The next day, Huber was
called to his commander’s
office and told he would

be reporting to Ranger
School.
“I was only in Korea
for maybe four months,”
said Huber. “We were in
Hawaii and there were
500 in the training and
only two of us made it
through all the training.
This was around 1966.
We had mortars. We had
APCS. We had a sniper
unit that I was also a part
of occasionally. We had
blocking forces, ambushes. We had everything.
We were at Phù Cát
(Air Force Base), which
is above Qui Nhon in
Vietnam. We were there
about a year and then we
were transferred back
to the states. We were
called the 1041st Security
Police Squadron, aka Air
Force Rangers.”
According to
safesideassociation.org,
“The Air Force had two
units serving in Vietnam
which should be classified
as “special forces” - the
Combat Control Teams
(CCTs) and the Combat
Security Police (CSPs)…
The forerunner of the
Combat Security Police
was the 1041st Security
Police Squadron which
received sixteen weeks of
Ranger type training from
Army Ranger instructors
at Schofield Barracks,
Hawaii as part of ‘OPERATION SAFESIDE.’ As
a result of the success
of the 1041st Security
Police Squadron during its tour in Vietnam,
Combat Security Police
Squadrons were formed

Why I love my
country
“Having the freedom
to do and live how
you want.”

— Charlie Huber

and trained as an elite
light infantry, combining
the skills of the Army’s
Rangers and the British
RAF Regiment.”
“It was a new thing,”
said Huber. “When they
declassified us several
years later…373 contacts
with the enemy, 155
ambushes successful, 154
blocking forces successful, we didn’t know all
this stuff. We didn’t pay
attention. We just went
to work and did what we
had to do…Two hundred
went and two hundred
(came home).”
“We went down to Fort
Campbell, Kentucky, and
we started the Ranger
School down there for
Air Force,” said Huber.
“Then squadrons like
the 821st, twenty-second
and twenty-third, they
were over in Iraq and
Afghanistan now, they
were a part of our group.
We were the beginning of
those people.”
Huber eventually
retired from active military life as a staff sergeant
flight line security supervisor in 1970. Huber’s
grandparents lived in Gallia. He was born in Athens and moved to Silverspring, Maryland, before
coming back to Gallipolis

Dean Wright | OVP

Charlie Huber stands with the VFW 4464 Honor Guard as area
veterans remember the sacrifices of veterans in Vietnam.

to live, although he spent
summers with his grandparents as a child.
Huber serves as a
funeral director, has been
a youth minister and
owned a restaurant, Charlie’s and Company, with
his family for nearly 10
years on Court Street at
one point. They opened
the restaurant in 1984
and it closed around
1993. He worked with
Chris-Craft for a time.
He said he received a
business administration
degree from the University of Rio Grande as

God Bless Our Veterans

well. He said it wasn’t
uncommon for children
to gather at his restaurant
where they were helped
with homework. He
helped with lunches that
were given out at church
to children as well.
“We had started a Gallia County Youth Committee for all the churches
that got together to split
activities and do things
together,” said Huber.
Huber shares two
daughters, Amy and
Abby, with his wife
Peggy. The pair are also
happy grandparents.
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Letters home during ‘the war’
January 18, 1944, is
stamped and signed by
an Army Examiner in
New York before being
LETART FALLS —
sent on to her address.
Sometimes the best
Hill writes that he is
examples of what life
was like for soldiers and aboard a ship and teases
their family members in his niece that she “owes
him a letter” as it has
WWII are stories told
been awhile since he
and retold that become
family legends. One such received any. Lois saved
this letter along with the
story involved a young
soldier named of Dallas Algerian paper currency
he sent as a souvenir. At
Victor Hill.
Hill was born October the end of the letter he
added that he had just
3, 1920, in Letart Falls,
received a delivery of 19
Ohio, and along with
letters to his cabin, one
thousands of others,
of them hers.
he left the safety and
Hill knew how his
isolation of county life
mother worried about
for the first time to “do
him, and wanted to
my duty to protect my
county and family,” and find someway to let
found himself thousands her know his general
of miles away, across an location without comocean after six weeks of promising security, so
in one of his letters he
Basic Training.
asked the name of his
Letters were the only
form of communication, brother Jerry’s wife.
many arriving weeks or Thinking her son was so
months after being sent stressed that he couldn’t
in either direction. Due remember his brother’s
wife’s name, she became
to security concerns,
inconsolable, and shared
all mail was examined
the letter with the entire
and censored if necesfamily.
sary before delivery,
“Why can’t he
any trace of the sender’s
remember that her name
location was erased.
is Florence,” she said
A letter to his niece
with much sadness.
Lois Hill postmarked

OH-70087698

60689535

By Lorna Hart
Special to OVP

Dallas Victor Hill

Courtesy photo

Dallas Hill and Lois Hill

“He must be losing his
mind.”
The other family
members began to

chuckle with relief….
he was in Italy, the
name Florence and it’s
association with Italy

was his way of letting
them know he was
alright.
And the Algerian
currency wasn’t just a
souvenir, it was also a
way of communicating
to his family without
compromising his
current location that he
had been in Africa.
Hill later shared with
his family that he had
first been deployed to

North Africa where he
was engaged in several
battles before his unit
was transferred across
the Mediterranean to
Sicily to “fight their way
to the mainland.”
The Italian Campaign
was a series of Allied
beach landings and land
battles from Sicily and
southern Italy up the
See Letters | 5

Southern grad takes command
By Lorna Hart

OH-70011328

NASHVILLE, Tenn.
— First Sergeant Joshua
Distelhorst became the
incoming First Sergeant
for the Nashville
Recruiting Company,
Nashville Recruiting
Battalion during an
August ceremony.
Before taking
command of the
Nashville Post, his duty
stations had included
Fort Bragg, 82nd
Airborne Division, New
York City Recruiting
Battalion, San Antonio
Recruiting Battalion,
and the 5th Recruiting
BDE, Fort Sam Houston,
Texas.
After graduating from
Southern Local High
School in Racine in
2000, he entered college
and earned an associate
degree, but a military
career was still foremost
in his mind.
“I always thought

First Sergeant Joshua Distelhorst

that I would pursue a
career in the military,”
Distelhorst said,
“So I enlisted in the

Courtesy photo

Army in 2004 as an
Artilleryman.”
He completed Basic
Training and Advanced

Individual Training at
Fort Sill, Oklahoma,
and then into Airborne
School at Fort Benning,
Georgia.
In August 2006,
Distelhorst deployed
with the 1st Battalion,
319th Field Artillery
Regiment, 82nd
Airborne Division as
part of Operation Iraqi
Freedom. The regiment
formed the core of Task
Force Loyalty, operating
as a “provisional
maneuver task force,
conducting partnered
training and joint
operations with Iraqi
Security Forces as well
as other security and

Honoring All
Who Served

Join us this Veterans Day as we
honor the men and women of the
U.S. Military. Their courage, hard
work and sacrifice are the backbone
of our nation, protecting freedom,
liberty, justice and all we hold dear.
Thank you, veterans.
OH-70088459

Medal (3rd Award),
Army Achievement
Medal (2nd award),
Army Superior Unit
Award, Army Good
Conduct Medal (4th
Award).
His military education
— Joshua Distelhorst includes Combat
Lifesavers Course,
Airborne, Master
non-kinetic operations.” Resilience Trainer
Course, Basic Leader
Based in Tikrit and
Tal Afar, the deployment Course, Advanced
was expected to last one Leader Course, Section
Leader Course, Master
year, but was extended
Leader Course, Army
to 15 months due to
Recruiter and Statin
what was referred to as
Commander Course.
“The Surge.” The unit
In addition,
returned in November
Distelhorst has
2007.
completed his Bachelor
Distelhorst has
of Science in Business
received awards and
decorations that include Administration with an
Global War on Terrorism emphasis on Finance.
He said the Army
Expeditionary Ribbon,
experience has been
Military Outstanding
rewarding, and “I
Volunteer Service
wouldn’t want to do
Medal, Combat Action
Badge, Airborne Badge, anything else.”
Meritorious Service
Medal (2nd award),
Lorna Hart is a freelance writer for
Army Commendation
Ohio Valley Publishing.

Why I love my country
“You don’t have to leave the United States
to explore the world, everything is right
here. This country is so diverse, there are so
many things to see and do, so many different
cultures, we have the best of everything.”

Special to OVP
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The road to Arlington National Cemetery
Saluting World War II
veteran James Bailey
By Lorna Hart

Special to OVP

ARLINGTON — In
July, World War II veteran
James Bailey was laid to
rest in Arlington National
Cemetery surrounded
by family, old and new
friends, and escorting veterans groups.
The military veteran,
who served in both the
United States Navy and
Air Force, died in February 2018.
As part of the tribute
to Bailey, many Meigs
County bikers, veterans
and others escorted Bailey’s remains and his family to Arlington National
Cemetery.
Bailey was still in high
school when he enlisted
in the United States Navy
on June 13, 1944, and
served until his discharge
on March 20, 1946. He
returned home and completed his studies, receiving a diploma from Chester High School, Class of
1948.
Immediately following
graduation, Bailey enlisted in the U.S. Air Force,
serving as an instructor
for Radar Fundamentals
and a Communications
Advisor to the Saudi Air
Force.
He worked on the guidance system for Friendship 7, the rocket that
carried astronaut John
Glenn on the first U.S.
orbital flight, and advised
the Italian Air Force on
the Jupiter missile.
Bailey served as a
nuclear missile launch
crew member for three
years before retiring in
September 1966.

During his 18 years of
service, Bailey was the
recipient of numerous ribbons and awards including the WWII Asiatic
Pacific WWII Victory
Ribbon, National Defense
Service Medal, Good
Conduct Medal with 5
loops representing his 18
years of service, American Theater Ribbon,
American Defense Ribbon, Air Force Outstanding Unit Award, Air Force
Longevity Service Award
with 2 Bronze Oak Leaf
Clusters, as well as several Missile Man badges.
Following the military

ceremony, his son Clinton
Bailey said, “I’m so glad
we did this because my
dad would be so proud
of seeing everyone that
came to support and
honor him and his family.”
He went on to say
a special thank you to
everyone who accompanied his family on the trip
from Chester, Ohio to
Arlington, Virginia.
Longtime Bailey family friend Thomas Kibble
said, “It was an honor and
I feel very privileged to
See road | 7
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World War II veteran James Bailey was laid to rest in July at Arlington National Cemetery.
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Bashan man recalls years of military service
By Sarah Hawley

Editor’s Note: This
story originally rain the
November 2016 Veterans
special edition.
BASHAN — At age
17, James Bailey joined
the United States Navy,
a decision that would
launch a more than 20
year career in three
branches of the armed
services during three different eras of war.
Bailey’s life of service
took him around the
world.
Still, more than 70
years after beginning his
time with the Navy, Bailey can recall the events
and dates as if they were
yesterday.
Asked how he could
remember all of the
details, Bailey explained
that he lived through it
and that it is something
that you never forget.
After completing
boot camp, Bailey was
deployed to the South
Pacific as part of the

ley explained that there
were numerous islands
in the region and when
— James Bailey looking at which ones to
be on, the military would
look for fresh water
sources such as waterfalls
not like it is today. Durclerk, which came with
knowledge of things that ing his time in the South to determine if the island
many in the military and Pacific there was only one had a viable water source
the public would not have newspaper reporter work- to be utilized.
“You can’t go into the
ing in the region.
known.
jungle without water,”
Telling of his time
Bailey explained that
said Bailey.
in New Guinea, which
he had to have security
When the troops would
is half a degree off the
clearance for the posiequator, Bailey explained go in for an invasion,
tion, as he needed to
Bailey explained, that the
that it was so warm that
know routes and plans
troops, tanks or other
for ships as much as two you would shower and
weaponry would go in the
weeks in advance in order before you could reach
first wave, followed by the
for a towel you would be
to ensure that mail was
second wave which was
delivered when the ships sweating again.
made up of the hospital,
While the front-line
and soldiers arrived at
their destinations. It was troops were the ones who mess hall and post office.
“We had to have back
were often recognized
Bailey’s ability to recall
and honored, Bailey said up people, it’s how we
information and details
won the war,” said Bailey.
that was important in this that the others with the
During his time in New
unit were also important,
position.
Guinea, Bailey explained
from medical personnel
Letters and packages
took about a month to get to those in the mess hall, that he never left the
shoreline, never seeing
from soldier to home and post office, and maybe
a house, only shacks, for
most important to those
home to soldier, meanthe year and a half he was
in that area — water.
ing that word may not
there. He said that the
A fresh water supply
have always been quick to
Japanese who were tarwas something that was
travel.
important to sustain the
Bailey explained that
media coverage of war is troops in the region. BaiSee recalls | 7

‘We had to have back up people, it’s how we
won the war.”

shawley@civitasmedia.com

James Bailey

United States efforts in
the region during World
War II.
After refueling stops
at several locations along
the way and passing

through the Panama
Canal, the ship Bailey
was on landed in New
Guinea, in the South
Pacific Ocean. Bailey
was bonded navy mail

Story

‘The Forgotten War’ remembered in Letart

From page 2

By Beth Sergent

her father who was in the
military, how he insisted she
and her sister raise the flag at
6 a.m. each day and lower it at
LETART, W.Va. — One of
6 p.m.
the most memorable tributes
She said there was no saying
to veterans this year in the
“can’t” in her father’s house,
Ohio Valley had to do with
which may explain her drive
what is often referred to
to build not only the Korean
as“The Forgotten War.”
Memorial replica found in
The Traveling Korean War
Washington, D.C., but a
Memorial arrived at Letart
replica of the WWII memorial,
Nature Park in May with
also in the Nation’s capital, as
an opening ceremony that
well as a Traveling Small Wars
honored those who made
& Conflicts Memorial.
the ultimate sacrifice. More
When it comes to the
specifically, that sacrifice
included over 54,000 who gave Korean War Memorial, it
consists of 19 soldiers walking
their lives and over 103,000
through a Korean rice paddy
who were were wounded and
with three soldiers off to the
still thousands unaccounted
side setting up a campfire.
for.
Ignash explained the soldiers
Speaking at the event was
are all coated with LineX to
Jeannie Ignash of Lancaster,
withstand the weather and
Ohio, who is responsible
elements - this is typically
for bringing the traveling
found in truck beds. The
memorial to life through her
group “Freedom’s Never Free.” memorial has 24-hour security
and Ignash said she’s been
Describing herself as an
“Army brat,” she talked about told, particularly at night or

bsergent@aimmediamidwest.com

Erin Perkins is a staff writer for
Ohio Valley Publishing. Reach her at
(304) 675-1333, extension 1992.

Letters
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Italian mainland from
July 10, 1943, to May
2, 1945. The Allied
forces were composed
primarily of American
and British forces who
encountered what many

believe to be some of
the most bitter fighting
of the war, much of it
in Italy’s treacherous
mountain terrain.
After reaching Italy,
he was assigned to a
General as a courier,
and carried sensitive
communications from
one unit to another, “…
in a Jeep, usually alone,

in a foreign county with
the enemy all around.”
When the war ended,
Hill returned home to
Letart Falls and his life
as a farmer, married,
and raised a family.
He could often be seen
sitting with a pipe of
cherry tobacco, looking
pensive as he gazed into
the distance.
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• Family Atmosphere
• Friendly, country setting
• Catering service available
• Famous Homemade pies
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Fax: 740-992-7271

OH-70086461

Millie’s
Restaurant
Karl Kebler III, CPA

in fog, the soldiers appear
even more lifelike with some
spectators insisting they are
moving.
On its way to Letart, the
traveling memorial received
an escort by the Patriot Guard
Riders and locally, it was met
with salutes by law enforcement and first responders,
including driving beneath fire
department ladder trucks near

Perhaps his thoughts
were of experiences
during his deployment,
or maybe he was
thinking about his crops.
He never spoke about
the war unless asked
directly. Then he would
share an amusing
anecdote in his very
deliberate way, “like the
time my Jeep was stolen
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Open 7 days a week/6 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Turn at caution light on Co. Rd. 5

39239 Bradbury Rd. • Middleport, OH
740-992-7713
OH-70087941

Beth Sergent | OVP

Soldiers with the West Virginia Army National Guard walk past replicas of their
Korean War counterparts in Letart.

The Sergeant wasn’t
pleased… It was never
returned, and eventually
I received another Jeep,
with instructions not to
lose this one. ”
Dallas Victor Hill died
February 2, 2004, and
is buried in Letart Falls
Cemetery.
Lorna Hart is a freelance writer for
Ohio Valley Publishing.
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Beth Sergent is editor of Ohio Valley
Publishing.
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Saunders Insurance Agency
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(740) 985-3307

the Bridge of Honor in Pomeroy.
In addition to the statutes,
volunteers placed 543 American flags in the Nature Park to
represent, in part, those killed
in the Korean War.
“Try to find a way to thank a
veteran,” Ignash said.

outside the Army office
where I had stopped
to deliver a message.
To my surprise when I
finished my Jeep was
gone. I had to find my
own way back to my
unit, there weren’t
any other Jeeps. And
then when I got back,
I had to explain what
happened to the Jeep.

OH-70087685

opportunity to compete
in the State Riffle Team.
Rayburn shot competitively for 18 years and
through that time won
every individual military match in which he
competed as well as a
West Virginia individual
championship. His walls
at home are covered with
plaques.
“As much as the service
was a hardship a good
part of the time, the
retirement has proven to
be well worth the sacrifices that I made,” said
Rayburn. “For individuals who have a desire to
improve themselves, the
military is a great place to
experience that.”

• Efficiency/1
Bedroom
• Must be 62 years
or older
• Or qualifying
disability
• Income based-HUD
Subsidized
• Low income priority

740-992-7022
Managed by
Silverheels
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Stewart-Johnson V.F.W. Post 9926 of Mason
Investing in the community’s youth
By Mindy Kearns

Special to OVP

MASON — Investing in the community’s
youth is a major commitment for members of the
Stewart-Johnson V.F.W.
Post 9926 of Mason, and
they demonstrate it in
several different ways.
Contests, scholarships, donations and
community events are
all included in what the
Mason V.F.W. does for
its service area of Mason
and Meigs counties.
Two contests are held
each year in the local
high schools – the Voice
of Democracy and the
Patriot’s Pen. Post winners receive plaques and
a $100 cash prize, and
are recognized at the
V.F.W. Loyalty Day Dinner in the spring.
The Voice of Democracy is an audio-essay
contest for students in
grades 9-12. Each year
a different theme is
chosen and the student
speaks on that topic.
The post winner goes
on to district competition. The district winner then goes to state
competition, and finally
to nationals, where the
student is eligible for a
$30,000 scholarship.
The Patriot’s Pen is
for students in grades
6-8, with the national
winner receiving $5,000
and a paid trip to
Washington, D.C. This
competition is a written
essay.
In addition to the
Voice of Democracy and
Patriot’s Pen winners,
several other youth are
also recognized at the
Post 9926 Loyalty Day
Dinner.

The V.F.W. chooses a
Scout of the Year, who
also goes on for a chance
at being named district
or state winner. According to Ray Varian, post
commander, the scout
competition is a very
lengthy process for the
applicant with a lot of
paperwork and recommendations. The Scout
of the Year program provides scouts who display
outstanding citizenship,
patriotism, and love of
country with the opportunity of winning scholarships up to $5,000.
Along with the national V.F.W.-based scholarship programs, the Stewart-Johnson post hosts
several of its own.
Three scholarships are
awarded on Loyalty Day
that are named in honor
or memory of post members, or members of the
auxiliary. And, at the
high school awards ceremonies, the local V.F.W.
presents fifteen $500
scholarships to seniors
in Mason and Meigs
counties.
The Mason V.F.W.
does far more than contests and scholarships
for Bend Area children,
however. Community
events are held at the
post home on Halloween, Christmas, and
Easter.
At Halloween, members dress in costume
and set up trunk-or-treat
stations in the parking
lot. Two events are held
at Christmas. While
one party is open for
the entire community,
including a visit from
Santa, a second party is
held for the participants
and families of Special
Olympics. In the spring,

Mindy Kearns | Courtesy

A number of youth awards are presented by the Stewart-Johnson V.F.W. Post 9926 each year at the Loyalty Day Dinner. Pictured at
this year’s dinner in April were award winners, from left, Bailey Caruthers and Savannah Diehl, Meigs High School students who were
presented college scholarships; Isaiah Pauley, Wahama High School senior and Voice of Democracy audio-essay contest winner; Allison
Warth, Wahama student and winner of the Patriot’s Pen written essay contest; Ryan Harbour, Eastern High School student and Scout of
the Year; and Post Commander Ray Varian.

an Easter egg hunt is
held on the grounds for
all the local children.
Perhaps some of the
most important, yet
lesser known, ways the
post helps youth is simply when a school, group
or individual asks for
assistance.
“We try to help everyone,” Varian said. “It’s
all about the veterans
and the kids. We support
most anything the community wants to do, if
they just let us know.”
He said the members
like when those requesting donations come to
a meeting, rather than
sending a letter. They
also commit more readily to those who are also
working to help themselves.
Some of their recent

OHIO VALLEY BANK

donations have gone
to town fall festivals,
elementary school class
trips, and church youth
mission trips. They also
work with Bend Area
C.A.R.E. during the
catfish tournament and
other fundraisers to help
provide gifts for needy
children at Christmas.
The American Flag
is dear to all veterans,

Varian said, and the
Stewart-Johnson post
members do all they
can to not only provide
the flags where they are
needed, but also teach
children proper flag
etiquette. Around Veterans Day, post members
tell elementary school
children about the flag,
how to properly display
it, and how to take care

and dispose of it.
Varian concluded that
a number of their projects are in conjunction
with the Smith-Capehart
American Legion Post
140 of New Haven, and
that many local veterans
are members of both
organizations.
Mindy Kearns is a freelance writer
for Ohio Valley Publishing, email her
at mindykearns1@hotmail.com.
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Courtesy

The V.F.W. hosts a number of community events for youngsters in the Bend Area annually, including
Trunk-or-Treat, held recently at the post home. They also have children’s events at Christmas and
Easter. Pictured are Ray Varian, post commander, his wife Garnet, and their grandson Marshall.
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geting the U.S. soldiers
used poison darts and
practiced head hunting.
After New Guinea, Bailey was stationed on Los
Nergos Island with the
Navy 3205 Repair Unit.
It was there that the
Navy had two dry docks
where they could work
on ships, which could
no longer go to Pearl
Harbor for repairs after
the attacks in December
1941.
Bailey explained that
at one time two Japanese
planes attempted to
bomb the area, but one of
the bombs they dropped
went into the empty dry
dock, therefore causing
no damage to ships or
repair equipment.
In the jungle region,
malaria was a concern
for the soldiers and there
was no vaccine available
for it. Bailey said there
was two pills which those
stationed there would
take each day to help prevent it.
Bailey returned home
in March of 1946, having
volunteered for the dura-

Courtesy photos

Members of Bailey’s family were accompanied by Meigs County
Bikers, Revalatorz, Los Cuervos, Justice Riders and Red Knights
and members of Pomeroy American Legion Drew Webster Post
39, Middleport Sweeney Bennett Post 128, Tuppers Plains VFW
Post 9053, Racine American Legion Post 602, Meigs County DAV
Chapter 53, and Meigs County Honor Flight Advocate JoAnne
Newsome for the ceremony at Arlington National Cemetery.v

wonderful, amazing,
ride, we would do it in
a heartbeat for another
veteran.”
As part of the Honor
Flight group, Newsome
escorts veterans on
flights to war memorials
in Washington, D.C., and
she said she was honored
to be a part of this group
as well.
“I totally enjoyed the
fast and furious ride up.
I was proud to be Jim
Bailey’s guardian on
his honor flight; he and
Jack Lewis were my first
honor flight veterans.
I began working with

tion of the war, plus-six
months.
He came home as a
Mailman 2nd Class, having spent one year, nine
months and eight days
with the Navy.
After working toward
his education upon
returning, Bailey graduated high school on May
20, 1948, and joined the
Air Force on the 21st.
It was with the Air
Force that he would go to
radar school, also completing the instructor
training.
During the Korean
War, Bailey explained
that he was told he was
more important stateside
teaching radar.
In 1953, Bailey was
sent to Saudi Arabia as a
communications adviser
to the Saudi Air Force,
spending a little over a
year there. He was one of
10 who went. The men
lived in one of the king’s
houses. While there,
they were not permitted to carry guns or fly
the American flag. They
were to be protected by
the Saudi military.
While there he was
able to travel in the
region, spending Christmas of 1953 in Jerusa-

State Rep. Jay Edwards presents a proclamation to Clinton Bailey, son of World War II veteran James
Bailey.

Honor Flights in 2013
and I’ve loved it ever
since. It was a privilege
to be part of this ride.”
All participants agreed
it was worth the journey.
Bailey was also honored during the opening
ceremony of the 2018
Meigs County Fair with
many of the bikers joining his family for the
recognition.
The Daily Sentinel
managing editor Sarah
Hawley contributed to
this report.
Lorna Hart is a freelance writer for
Ohio Valley Publishing.

World War II veteran James Bailey was laid to rest in July at Arlington National Cemetery.

lem, going to the garden
tomb, Mt. Olive, Jericho,
Bethlehem and other
locations. In Cairo, Egypt
on New Years Day 1954
he went to the national
museum, seeing artifacts
from King Tut’s tomb
which had been discovered not long before that.
In Baghdad, Bailey
said they never left the
airport and he never saw
an automobile.
He noted that some of
the food was different,
having ate camel steak
and water buffalo steak.
After leaving Saudi
Arabia, Bailey was stationed in Columbus with
the 91st armament and
electronic maintenance
squadron. With that unit
he traveled to Newfoundland, an island off the
coast of Canada.
Looking for a Master
Sgt. with eight years
remaining to work on
guidance of the Jupiter
missile, Bailey, who
had seven years, eight
months service remaining was selected and sent
to Huntsville, Alabama.
He was then deployed
to Italy as a guidance
adviser to the Italian Air
Force. Returning back
stateside to Witchita,

Kansas, Bailey was
part of the crew for the
Titan2 missile.
On Sept. 1, 1966, Bailey retired from the Air
Force, returning home to
Bashan. Bailey ended his
career as an E9, the highest enlisted rank in the
Air Force.

Bailey, three of his
brothers and a brotherin-law all served overseas
during war time.
Bailey, who was nearly
90 at the time of the
interview in 2016, resided in Bashan in a house
on the same property
where he grew up, and

continued to serve his
community as a 50 year
member of the Bashan
Volunteer Fire Department.
He was also a member
of VFW Post 9053, DAV
53, American Legion
Post 128 and TREA
(Washington).

Thank You, Veterans,
for Your Service
OH-70087092

get to be here and watch
all of this, and make sure
Clinton was okay.”
As previously reported
in The Daily Sentinel,
members of Bailey’s family planned to leave the
White-Schwarzel Funeral
Home accompanied by
Meigs County Bikers,
Revalatorz, Los Cuervos,
Justice Riders and Red
Knights and members
of Pomeroy American
Legion Drew Webster
Post 39, Middleport
Sweeney Bennett Post
128, Tuppers Plains
VFW Post 9053, Racine
American Legion Post
602, Meigs County DAV
Chapter 53, and Meigs
County Honor Flight
Advocate JoAnne Newsome who would travel
with the group by car.
According to Newsome, the journey went
off “without a hitch.”
“There were no
problems, most people
showed courtsey and
respect during our travels. The Bikers were well
organized and along with
the West Virginia State
Police, led us safely to
our destination.”
The accompanying
group was made up of
50 Bikers, most of who
carried riders and 20
vehicles. With the Bikers leading the way,
the West Virginia State
Police escorted the group
across the entire state.
The Bikers comments were, “It was a
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Serving those who served
By Dean Wright

deanwright@aimmediamidwest.
com

GALLIPOLIS —
While organizing the
Veterans Day Parade
and Ceremony as well as
maintaining the names
on the memorial wall
surrounding the Spirit
of the Doughboy statue
in Gallipolis City Park,
the Gallia Veterans
Services Commission
also helps guide area
veterans through the
process of applying for
their benefits and assistance among some of its
endeavors.
“It makes you feel like
you’re doing something
beneficial to help the
people who served,”
said Services Commission Executive Director
John Thomas. “If you’ve
not served in the military, many don’t exactly
understand the fellowship and brotherhood
that comes together with
that. You know what
these guys have been
through, and it’s not just
them. It’s their families.”
Thomas would gesture to an old Gallipolis
Daily Tribune page
hanging from his office
wall featuring the photos of veterans who had
served in World War II.
“Just like those WWII
guys,” said Thomas. “No
one knows what their
moms and dads lived
with. They loved those
guys just as much as we
love our children. They
didn’t have cell phones
or computers or anything like we have now
to note if they were alive
or dead. So, the sacrifice
that those guys lend to
the freedom of the coun-

File photo

The Gallia Veterans Service Commission often hosts veterans memorial services in Gallipolis City Park like the Veterans Day Parade and Ceremony.GVSC Executive Director
John Thomas addresses the crowd at a previous Memorial Day ceremony.

try, their family did the
same thing. Their moms
and dads were working
and rationing and coming together to support
the demands of the war.
In recent times, the Vietnam (Conflict), Korea
or Iraq and Afghanistan,
those guys made tremendous sacrifices also and
the fact that you served
them and helped them
with things that can
help them move forward
with their life, there are
educational benefits that
they might get and helping them with compensation they might get for
injuries, that gives you a
good feeling.”
Thomas noted that
while many jobs were

important in society, he
felt he and his colleagues
took pride in what they
did especially because
they felt it made a direct
impact on veterans and
their families. He noted
that navigating office
issues did have its challenges at times, but the
services office staff was
there to assist Gallia’s
veteran families in anyway it can.
The office at times
assists with transport
of veterans for medical treatment. It may
assist them with Veterans Affairs claims
preparation assistance,
assist them in claiming
educational benefits,
processing Veterans

Affairs loan application
information, processing
burial benefits as will as
Veterans Affairs insurance information. Those
who qualify can apply
for emergency assistance
with food vouchers or
utilities and other such
things. The office will
also help organize any
documents in Veterans
Affairs communication.
According to Gallianet.net, “Since 1886,
all Ohio counties have
operated under the Soldier’s and Sailor’s Relief
Act to provide service
and assistance to veterans. This provision
for veterans is based
on county taxes, and
is considered to be an

Land of the
free and home
of the brave
because of you.

Dean Wright can be reached at 740446-2342, ext. 2103.

Deal Funeral Home
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Stop Hunger @ Home
Home National Bank and Meigs Cooperative Parish
want to help Stop Hunger @ Home

You can help by donating a non-perishable food item or making a monetary donation
60689526

OH-70088334

OH-70088280

officers Roger Houck
and Jason Danford.
Thomas served in the
US Air Force while
Houck and Danford are
both veterans of the US
Army.
Thomas thanked and
credited the staff and
commission in maintaining the office’s operation.
For more information,
the office can be found at
323 Upper River Road,
Suite B, Gallipolis, Ohio
45631, open Monday
through Friday, except
legal holidays. It may
also be called at 740-4462005 or 740-446-3642.

Thank You

Thank you veterans!
Together we can Stop Hunger @ Home

earned benefit due our
honorably discharged
veterans.”
The commission is
compromised of Gallia
veterans with representatives from AmVets, the
DAV, American Legion,
VFW and Vietnam Veterans. Commission members include Gary Fenderbosch, President, representative of Vietnam
Veterans, Bob McCarley,
Vice-President, representative of American
Legion, Tom White,
Secretary, representative
of VFW, Keith Jeffers,
representative of DAV
and David McCoy, representative of AmVets.
In the office along
with Thomas are service

1401 Kanawha Street • Point Pleasant WV 25550
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