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A young U.S. Navy sailor in 1945, William “Bill” Gibbs of New
Haven is pictured in Santos, Brazil.

WWII sailor
recalls memories
on the high seas
By Mindy Kearns
Special to OVP

NEW HAVEN —
Even at the age of 92,
New Haven resident
William “Bill” Gibbs’
mind is as sharp as a
tack, remembering his
days as a “gunner” in
the U.S. Navy during
World War II.
Wanting to remember,
however, is something
entirely different.
Gibbs is quick to reminisce about his more
lighthearted adventures
during that time: urging
his mother to sign the
paper necessary to allow
him to leave high school
to “join up”; learning
about the “cat houses”
in other countries that
were forbidden, yet visited by the sailors; and
buying cigarettes cheap
and selling them to the
sailors of other countries at a big profit.
He becomes more
solemn, however, when
remembering the more
serious side of war that
he observed: the “black
outs” each night on the
ship; watching as fellow
sailors were washed
overboard in the North
Atlantic; and hearing
floating mines exploding
around him while at sea.
Gibbs joined the Navy
at the age of 18, leaving
his hometown of Hartford, and Wahama High
School before graduating. It took a lot of convincing to finally talk his
mother into signing the
necessary papers allowing him to enlist.
“I kept telling her if
I didn’t join the Navy, I
was going to be drafted
into the Army,” said
Gibbs, who added he
wanted to be at sea.
After his mother
relented, Gibbs signed
up for the Navy on Feb.
25, 1944. He continued
serving until 1946, and
was in some significant
stations, including the
SS Ticonderoga, MS
Talisse, and USS Saipan
CVL-48.
A “gunner,” Gibbs
manned and shot the
huge guns on the bow of
the ships. Later, on the
Saipan, he served as the
pointer and trainer, and
was in charge of the gun
crews.
On D-Day, Gibbs said
his ship was one that
refueled the landing
crafts that were carrying

BIDWELL — At the end of
a gravel road on the northeast
side of Gallia County lives a
man who loves a quiet life and
truly believes there is no place
like home.
John Kenneth Russell, 96, a
retired US Army Sergeant and
World War II veteran was born
on Russell Road and said it was
likely named after his family.
Even after traveling Europe,
Russell still says his favorite
place is home. He joked that one
of his medical professionals had
never seen a man who had no
hobbies. One might say Russell’s
home is his hobby.
Russell built his house with
his wife, Maxine, over the
course of a number of years,
building as the family could
afford. Currently, Russell lives
with his granddaughter, Melissa
Courtesy photo Russell Blank, her husband
Sgt. John Russell in uniform during his time in the Andrew and their son AJ.
US Air Force
The World War II veteran

“It (WWII) was a war that
needed fighting.”

John Kenneth Russell
Purple Heart recipient

says he prefers a simple life and
made a living as a farmer, a bus
driver for 18 years for North
Gallia School as well as having
worked with the Ohio Department of Transportation. Perhaps
his favorite job, he said, was
being a bus driver because he
loved children. Russell said he
started working in his mid-teens
and didn’t quit until two years
ago.
Despite living a quiet life,
those close to him would know
that Russell’s early 20s were
anything but quiet.
“I believe I was 21 when I
entered (the military),” said
Russell. “I joined the Air Force
(US Army Air Forces) first. I
served as a kind of mechanic
with a motor pool and then
they moved us into the Army
See Home | 3

the ground soldiers to
Normandy. The boats
Gibbs was aboard were
not the largest in the
convoys of 150-200
boats (on average). He
said the ones he was
on were the “bait for
the bigger carriers.”
Normally at the rear of
the convoy, the ships
were filled with not only
highly explosive fuel,
but also bombs.
He stated while crossing the North Atlantic,
the boats were as far as
one could see. When
an enemy air strike
occurred, all the ships
would shoot at it, lighting up the sky “like the
Fourth of July.” No one
knew who actually hit
the plane, but it didn’t
matter as long as it
came down. But also
coming down with all
of the shooting, was the
shrapnel from the huge
shells that the sailors
had to avoid.
Night was especially
frightening while in
enemy territory. Gibbs
said each night the aircraft carriers, holding
around 120 men, experienced mandatory “black
outs.” Even the glow
of a burning cigarette
could signal the enemy
of the ship’s location.
Getting caught smoking
on deck ended with the
sailor being placed in
the brig for a number of
days.
The mention of cigarettes brought a more
pleasant tale to mind,
however. Gibbs said the
U.S. was good about
providing the soldiers
with cigarettes, selling
them for 50 cents a
carton. Gibbs stockpiled
the smokes until he had
two lockers full, then
sold them to the British
sailors who didn’t have
any, for quite a hefty
profit.
“We were only making
$55 a month, with five
percent sea pay once we
were 90 miles away from
the U.S.,” Gibbs said.
“That’s why we sold the
cigarettes.”
Gibbs recalled the
cold temperatures in
the North Atlantic,
and stated many times,
when attacked, they
were called to run out
to man their guns in
their underwear. At one
See sailor | 8

Struble, third from left, was among the trophy recipients from American Legion Post 39 in this 2015 file photo.
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Reflecting on service in a time of change
By Sarah Hawley

shawley@aimmediamidwest.com

POMEROY — Our
country has seen many
changes in the past
decades, recalled U.S.
Army veteran Joe Struble, now in his late 80s.
Struble served in the
Army with the Military
Police from 1951-53 during the Korean War.
He recalled when he
was growing up and in
school, at the 11th hour
of the 11th day of the
11th month they stopped
to remember Armistice
Day.
The 11th hour of the
11th day of the 11th
month (Nov. 11, 11 a.m.)
was significant as that
was when peace was
declared at the end of
World War I. Armistice
Day became a federal
holiday in 1938 in the
United States.
Following World War
II and the Korean War,
the day became known as
Veterans Day.
During his service,
Struble was in the 523rd
Military Police Company. Struble said that
there were originally
100 people in the group,
calling it a close-knit
group. The group held

Joe Struble during his service as Military Police

many reunions over the
years and maintained
contact with one another.
In recent years, due to
less remaining members of the group and
their increased age, the
reunions have stopped.
“It’s an experience that
stays with you,” said
Struble of his time in the
military.
Being part of the
American Legion follow-

ing his military service,
Struble recalled both
World War I and World
War II veterans being
part of the organization.
He was Post Commander
and Adjutant for a number of years at Post 39. In
addition to his time with
the Legion, Struble was a
member of the Pomeroy
Fire Department and has
worked with local EMS.
Even in his high school

days, Struble had a role
in service. In the summer
of 1945, while the United
States was in World
War II, Struble was one
of the high school students hired to work in
a defense plant in Lancaster, a job that ended as
soon as the war was over.
In his early years with
the Legion, Veterans Day
See change | 3
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Finding lessons in faith and family in Vietnam
By Beth Sergent

bsergent@aimmediamidwest.com

POINT PLEASANT — Bob
McMillan is a builder.
For years, he’s run MidAtlantic Construction, helping
to bring ideas into reality and
under roof. But long before
that, he was a soldier, serving
his country as a member of the
U.S. Army in Vietnam, from
1968-1970.
McMillan can still recall
himself as a 19-year old kid
from West Virginia flying into
Vietnam to the sights and
sounds of mortar fire and
smoke, watching it from on
board an airplane with around
220 soldiers sharing the same
experience as they descended
into Southeast Asia.
“I don’t think there was a
man on there (the airplane)
that wasn’t fearful…if you
weren’t, I don’t think I’d want
anything to do with you,” he
said.
Once off the plane, McMillan said troops were being
dispersed and told where to
go but his name was never
called, that is, until later, when
he and some others were told
they would be shipped out that
night or in the morning, going
“north.” At that time and location, “north” meant Hanoi.
McMillan said after being
given his traveling orders, he
sat down in an empty, cobblestone lot, leaned against his
duffel bag and with mortars
going off in the background, he
could feel tears coming down
his cheeks.
He said he remembered
thinking, “I’ll never see the
United States of America
again.” And, then he thought
about something his dad, who
was in the European theater
in World War II said, which
was “you’ll swallow that lump
several times” when it came to
facing that fear and getting on
with it.
McMillan went on to face
that fear and became the liaison and right-hand man for a
commanding officer, eventually
making it to the rank of E5
Sergeant, a non-commissioned
officer, after spending two
Christmases in Vietnam.
Family was never far from
McMillan who said whenever
he had to pull guard duty and
climb into, and descend out of,
the 40-foot tall towers which

Granddaughter and grandfather outside the Veterans War Memorial in Charleston.
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Bob McMillian gives his granddaughter, Ashley Burns, her first salute as a
commissioned officer.

guarded a compound, he made
sure to carry something special
in his pocket. With the enemy
often taking pot shots at
guards in the tower, McMillan
made sure when it was his time
to stand watch, he had photos
of his family members in the
pocket literally closest to his
heart.
“Because if that was my
night I was going to be called,
they (his family) were with
me,” he said.
Family is a big part of
McMillan’s life, from his father
who served in WWII, to his
own granddaughter, Ashley
Burns, now a commissioned
officer in the U.S. Army. Burns,
upon receiving her commission, requested her granddad
be the one to give her that first
salute - a special moment for
the E5 Sergeant who feared
he’d never make it home.

McMillan said he worries
about the world his granddaughter is inheriting on a
battlefield that seems to be
constantly changing and hitting closer and closer to home.
“I’m fearful for her…but she’s
proven her leadership abilities.
She can can deal with any situation going. I’m proud of her,”
he said.
Like many Vietnam vets,
McMillan thinks back on the
58,000 men who were lost in
the war and wonders why it
couldn’t have been won for
them and the others who sacrificed for it; and wonders why
something wasn’t done “to
make it right” for them.
Though questions will
always remain about that war,
for McMillan, it certainly did
strengthen his faith.
“There’s a reason that God
blessed America. America has

“There’s a reason that
God blessed America.
America has been blessed
and the good Lord up
there is the reason.”

Bob McMillian

been blessed and the good
Lord up there is the reason.
We didn’t just come by ‘God
Bless America’ overnight…it
was on our money, stamped
on our coins and without a
doubt, I don’t think this country would have survived or
endured without the almighty
looking over our shoulder. I
said my little prayers (in Vietnam)…maybe they were big
prayers, but I did what I needed to do and I think my faith
has been stronger because of
that.”
When it comes to his experiences serving in Vietnam,
McMillan said, like his dad, he
doesn’t get into detailed discussions about it but he feels

Bob McMillan in Vietnam.

about that service during a
time of war, the same way his
father did.
“He (his dad) said, he
wouldn’t take a million dollars
to go through it again, but he
woudn’t sell the experience to
gain from it for a million dollars,” McMillan recalled.
Beth Sergent is editor at Ohio Valley
Publishing.

From serving country to serving a village
By Erin Perkins

eperkins@aimmediamidwest.com

Erin Perkins | OVP

MEIGS COUNTY — Alan
Miles may be the new code
enforcement officer in the village of Pomeroy, but his public service began long before
that with his time in the U.S.
Navy.
Alan Miles has been the
code enforcement officer for
the village since Sept. 18.
The new code enforcement
officer is structuring a better

Pomeroy for residents.
Miles was in the Navy as a
Seabee engineer from 2000
to 2006. As a Seabee, his job
entailed a lot of building. He
was trained to build anything
from a building’s foundation
to its shingles. Along with his
building skills, he acquired
knowledge in trades such
as electrical, plumbing, and
equipment maintenance.
Time in the military coincides with immense travel.
During training he went to

different cities of California,
Mississippi, and Iceland.
Deployment expanded his
horizons even further to
Japan, The Philippines, Iraq,
and Kuwait.
Atsugi, Japan was his favorite deployment station as it
was well run and few complications arose.
Miles stated, “I really loved
it due to the people there.
Some were very traditional
and loved to share it with
you. They very much knew

His story
During training he went
to different cities of
California, Mississippi,
and Iceland. Deployment
expanded his horizons
even further to Japan,
The Philippines, Iraq, and
Kuwait. Atsugi, Japan was
his favorite deployment
station.

See village | 4

Alan Miles in his current uniform.
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Change

gather for the service. At
11 a.m. someone was designated to ring the bell,
and in the later years the
From page 1
Methodist Church and
Trinity Church joined in
events took place at the
courthouse with services ringing their bells.
On Memorial Day, the
held in commemoration
high school band, fire
of those who served and
department, American
those who were lost.
Legion drum and bugle
“There was always a
corp, boy scouts and
crowd,” said Struble.
other groups would
Members of the legion,
other veterans, public offi- march from downtown
cials, business people and out to Beech Grove
citizens of the area would Cemetery as part of the

“Our legion post and local organization
still maintain recognition and celebration
in the community. It’s something that has
to be perpetuated. A lot of veterans today
around the world, the younger ones, are
not as close as the World War II, Korea and
Vietnam veterans.”

Joe Struble

memorial service. From
World War I veterans to
younger veterans, they
would make their way to
the cemetery. The younger ones were in the firing
squad and carried the
colors, recalled Struble.
Struble recalled a
World War I veteran
in Lancaster, where he
grew up, who lived into
his 90s. The man would
march from Lancaster
to the annual convention in Columbus which
he attended. “It was a
marvel to see the dedication he showed to the
memory of his friends,”
said Struble.
With the end of World
War II, came a celebration in the streets, with
bands playing and horns
honking. That has not
been the same since, said
Struble. The celebrations
did not happen with
Korea, Vietnam or any of
the more recent conflicts.
Over the years, the
services and ceremonies
have changed with the
number of participants
decreasing. The crowds
also grew smaller.
Struble noted that
there is less participation
by the school children
then there once was.
“Times and culture
have changed,” said
Struble.
“I have lived in different eras,” noted Struble.
“Our lives are memories
of many things.”
Struble has a love of

history as is evident
by the number of
books that can be
seen at his residence.
Struble pulled out one
of those books during
the interview for this
article, telling of a
veteran who was part
of the early air mail
service, making stops
in the Pomeroy and
Point Pleasant areas.
He also recalled other
soldiers and military
men who had ties to
Meigs County, naming
several World War II
veterans, as well as the
men who he served
with.
“Our legion post
and local organization
still maintain recognition and celebration
in the community. It’s
something that has
to be perpetuated. A
lot of veterans today
around the world, the
younger ones, are not
as close as the World
War II, Korea and Vietnam veterans,” noted
Struble.
It’s not just the
membership of veterans organizations, but
churches, civic groups
and other fraternal
organizations which
have also decreased.
“People should
become more involved
to further the community,” said Struble.
Sarah Hawley is the managing
editor of The Daily Sentinel.
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because they just didn’t have enough guys and things
weren’t looking good in October of (1943).”
According to Russell, he was drafted September 1,
1942 but was happy to join the military.
“It was a war that needed fighting,” said Russell.
He remembers that K-rations weren’t too particularly tasty but that they did the trick. He remembers cold
nights sleeping in barns as his unit the 319 Infantry
80th Division pushed forward into German territory
and he remembers the day a mortar shell would send
him home February 6, 1945.
With his rifle squad, Russell and his team were
attempting to cross a river by the German border.
During a fight near Ecthernach, Luxembourg, he was
wounded by shrapnel originating from a fractured 88
mm shell. Shrapnel damaged part of his lung. The
sergeant would however survive and recover in an
English hospital.
“You were scared all the time,” said Russell. “You
kept pushing on though, looking forward to getting
back (to base camp).”
Russell said he could remember that while his team
would wear coats and carry guns and ammo, they
didn’t even carry blankets into the field and it may
be a week before they got back to safe territory. The
team slept where they could find shelter. Russell, as a
rifleman, was right in the the thick of the World War
II frontline in winter.
While the German SS were bad guys, Russell said,
he didn’t have any ill will towards the standard German infantrymen.
“They were just like me,” said Russell. “You followed orders and you just wanted to go home.”
“You’re supposed to stand for the flag,” said Russell.
“I can’t say why exactly (why one should stand for the
flag) but when you got back from (being on an assignment) and you saw the flag, you knew you were safe.
You were going home.”
Russell was awarded the Purple Heart for his service as recorded by general orders paperwork dated
March 5, 1945 that his family keeps carefully stored.
Dean Wright can be reached at 740-446-2342, ext. 2103.
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Serving God, country and family
Gallia vet finds his salvation
By Morgan McKinniss

mmckinniss@aimmediamidwest.com

RIO GRANDE — Denver
Garber has done many things
in his lifetime. He has served
his family, his country, and
his community.
He was born in 1947 on the
family farm just north of Rio
Grande where he currently
resides with his wife Ginny.
Growing up, Garber claims
about himself that he was a
mean child; always into trouble and always fighting.
“On Sundays we would go
to church to get out of work,”
said Garber.
His family raised tobacco,
corn, some cattle and hogs,
a little bit of everything over
the years. His father would
issue the ultimatum of going
to church or working the
farm. A young Garber would
choose church.
He attended Southwestern High School, where he
excelled in math. Graduating
in 1965, he then attended
Mahoning Valley Vocational
School in Youngstown, Ohio,
earning a certification as a
draftsman. Nearly two years
after graduating high school,
Garber enlisted in the Army
to further his education and
become a certified draftsman
engineer.
“I went to basic at Fort
Knox where they told me I
was overweight and had to
lose some. I gained 13 pounds
during basic,” said Garber
with a laugh.
His time at basic was not
wasted, improving his physi-

cal stamina and strength significantly and earning his first
stripe: a military promotion,
for being one of the top in his
class. Immediately following
basic training, Garber was
sent to Fort Wachuka in Arizona for advanced individual
training (AIT) as a truck
driver, despite his military
occupational specialty (MOS)
of drafting engineer.
“I graduated third in my
class, and earned another
stripe before I was sent to
Germany,” stated Garber.
Having completed AIT
he was shipped to Germany
where he worked for 18
months as a truck driver,
earning two more stripes
for his service. By the time
he left Germany, he was an
E5 Sergeant, a non-commissioned officer rank in the
Army.
During his time in Germany he suffered a fall out of a
second story window 25 feet
down onto cobblestone.
“I hit the ground so hard it
knocked my wrist watch off
my arm and my knees were
bruised where they hit the
cobble on both sides of my
head,” said Garber.
The cause of his fall was
the result of washing windows on the second story and
his support man left him on a
six-inch ledge. A strong wind
came through and knocked
Garber to the ground.
Due to the fact that Garber
enlisted in the Army and was
not drafted, and was working outside of his MOS, the

A current photo of Garber on his family
farm

Courtesy photos

Garber in his dress uniform while he was still in service.

Army had to either move him
back into his chosen field or
discharge him from service.
Being the height of the Vietnam Conflict, the Army chose
to keep Garber in service. His
MOS was promptly changed
to drafting engineer and sent
him to Vietnam.
“My first job was to drive
around the perimeter in a
jeep on patrol with enemy
snipers taking shots at me,”
said Garber. “There’s nothing like hearing a bullet wiz

“My first job was to drive
around the perimeter in a
jeep on patrol with enemy
snipers taking shots at
me. There’s nothing like
hearing a bullet wiz by
your ear at night. There,
do you say ‘God why did
that guy shoot at me’ or
‘thank you Lord for letting
the bullet miss me?’”

Denver Garber

by your ear at night. There,
do you say ‘God why did that
guy shoot at me’ or ‘thank
you Lord for letting the bullet
miss me?’”
Garber is grateful that he
was never shot in Vietnam,
as part of his work there was
caring for the dead.
After seven months on
patrol duty, Garber wrote to
his congressman that he was
working outside of his MOS,
which resulted in his transfer
to Cam Ranh Bay as a secu-

rity clerk and as a draftsman.
“They would take me up in
helicopters and I was to draw
overlays of the countryside,”
stated Garber. “Once I was
done I couldn’t look at them
again because they were top
secret and I only had secret
clearance.”
After 12 months in Vietnam
he was discharged from the
service with an Army Accommodation Medal for service
See God | 5

Village
From page 2

their history. I made a ton of friends that I
still talk to today.”
Even though Miles is a native to California,
after his journeys in the military he found
a home in Meigs County. Nick Michael, a
council member for the village, suggested
Miles be the new code enforcement officer to
Mayor Don Anderson since he had such an
impressive background in construction.
Even though Meigs County has a slowerpaced lifestyle compared to California, Miles
has not slowed his pace. Since his time as
code enforcement officer he has brought
forth ordinances of change in front of the
Pomeroy Village Council. He has foresight
that he can significantly improve Meigs
County by the end of the year. The ordinance
for the International Property Maintenance
Code was approved at Monday night’s village
council meeting and thus updated structural,
electrical, and property standards for residents of Pomeroy. The amended fees amount
ordinance is still in process of approval.
Erin Perkins is a staff writer for Ohio Valley Publishing.
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Why I stand for the National Anthem?
Local veterans who
answered the call,
answer the question
“I feel if anyone is going to live
in this country, they should respect
it. I think it is disrespectful not to
(stand). I also think people should
take off their hats. Too many veterans paid the price to protect our
flag and our country. Just look at
the cemeteries.”
William “Bill” Gibbs
World War II Veteran
“I stand to pay respect for what
the flag represents and to honor
those that have served, those who
are serving now and those who
have paid the ultimate price so that
we can have the freedoms that we
have today.”
Bob McMillan
Vietnam Veteran
“You stand for the flag because
it’s about unity. When we were in
the Army it wasn’t about where
you came from. It was about being
together for something bigger.
That’s what the song’s about.”
VFW 4464 Post Commander
Bill Mangus
Vietnam Veteran
“You’re supposed to stand for the
flag. I can’t say why exactly (why
one should stand for the flag) but
when you got back from (being on
an assignment) and you saw the

God
From page 4

above and beyond the call
of duty. During his time in
country, Garber went into the
woods and helped construct
a refugee camp for native victims of the war. Despite this,
he was greeted with anger
and slander when he arrived

flag, you knew you were safe. You
were going home.”
John Russell
World War II Veteran
“To me, that is not serving the
point to which they are taking
a knee to protest. They’re disrespecting our country and the flag
by taking a knee. To me, if they
want to protest they ought to do
it in a different way. I understand
the protest, but I think they
should do it in a differently.”
Denver Garber
Vietnam Veteran
“That’s the base of our freedom. That’s something that no
matter where you hear it, it
brings back memories of everything you have done for the country and what the country is able to
do for you.”
Larry Churchues
Veteran, served in Grenada
“I served it and it still serves
me.”
Alan Miles
“When the National Anthem
is played, it has been and should
be, that if you’re physically able
to stand during the playing of the
National Anthem you should do so
as a citizen of the United States
of America. Because that anthem
represents a nation of people who
dedicated their lives, their fortunes
and their sacred honor to the freedom of everybody concerned, the
freedom of everybody concerned.
Not just one or a few, everybody.
I feel that personally that a person

back in America as were many
troops returning from Vietnam
at that time.
After returning home he
began dating his now wife
Ginny and working as a truck
driver loading and unloading 18 tons of feed every day
by hand. After leaving work
there, he worked for a short
time in Cincinnati before
starting at the packing house
in Gallipolis, where he worked

Beth Sergent | OVP
Miles Epling, a veteran of the U.S. Marine Corps, lost both his legs as a result of injuries he
sustained while serving his county in Vietnam. Unlike most people, he’s had to learn how to
walk and stand more than once in his lifetime and he said he still stands for the National
Anthem. Epling, pictured at front, stands for the Pledge of Allegiance during his stint as a
Mason County Commissioner in 2016. He is a past National Commander of The American
Legion.

who doesn’t stand when they play
the Star Spangled Banner or properly salute the flag when it passes
by with a hand over your heart or
if your a service man or former
veteran then salute the flag, you’re
being disrespectful, period. Unfortunately, the dead can’t speak for
themselves.”
Joe Struble
Korean War Veteran
“It’s their right if they (NFL
players) don’t want to stand (during the National Anthem) and you
know, we fought for those rights

for eight years.
He then ran a construction
company for several years
with his family, all three of his
children working beside him.
Due to the fall related injury
he suffered in Germany, he
had to have extensive back
surgery which put him on
disability and out of construction.
Because he earned his CDL’s
in the service, he began work-

ing part time as a bus driver
and for the township after his
surgery, and was then hired by
D&W Homes in 1982 where
he delivered and installed
homes for 26 years.
“One year we kept track of
how many homes we delivered. We dropped off 187
units that year, and it was
average,” stated Garber.
“The best part of my life
was finding the Lord. I got
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saved when I was 22,” said
Garber. “I was a mean kid, it
was nothing for me to walk
into a bar and whoop everybody just because I could.”
Finding salvation in God is
what changed Garber’s life,
transitioning from an angry
and mean child and young
man to who he is today. He is
a father and grandfather several times over, and a deacon
at Good News Baptist Church.

Birchfield
Funeral Home

Open 7 days a week/6 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Turn at caution light on Co. Rd. 5

BILL QUICKEL'S

but people getting paid that kind
of money…to me that’s part of
their job and I think they should
have the respect for this country
to stand up and if they want to
say something do that but what
a great country we have…where
else could you be making millions
of dollars to play a game that
most of them love…and you don’t
have enough respect to stand
for the flag? I don’t have enough
respect to watch them.”
Miles Epling
Commander American Legion
Post #23
State Adjutant

740-992-6624
1-800-327-6050
Fax 740-992-4249
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Serving our veterans
By Erin Perkins

eperkins@aimmediamidwest.com

POMEROY — Larry
Churchheus, along with
his wife Betty, have made
a safe haven in Pomeroy
for veterans and their
families — the Meigs
County Veterans Outreach.
Larry Churchheus
served in Grenada of
1983 and decided a few
years ago he and wife
should develop a space
for fellow veterans with
amenities of comfort.
The Churchheus’ married five years ago and
have been running the
Veterans Outreach for
four years.
With a mission “To
provide veterans with a
common place to meet to
preserve and strengthen
comradeship and provide
support to veterans and
their families,” the Outreach opened its doors in
2015.
Reaching out through
a real estate agent who
had the building listed
for sale, Betty Churchheus explained that she
wanted the then owners
to give the couple the
building to use for the
outreach. The owner
would agree to the proposal and donated the
building.
While initially opened
in 2015, the Veterans
Outreach had its Grand
Reopening on Nov. 4
after completing renovation work to the building, including painting.

Larry Churchheus

“To provide veterans with a common
place to meet to preserve and strengthen
comradeship and provide support to veterans
and their families.”

Mission statement for Meigs County Veterans
Outreach

The center is open
Monday through Saturday 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
where visitors have
access to a game room,
library, art area, fitness
room, and shower. If a
visitor is having trouble
filling out paperwork for
benefit coverage, Larry
and Betty are more than
apt to help.
If a veteran has no
place to sleep, they provide them with a room
to stay. Meigs County

Jobs and Family Services
are working with the
Veterans Outreach to
help unemployed veterans find work and have a
chance for a fresh start.
Funding for the facility comes from private
donations. There is no
funding or involvement
by any government
agency, and all donations
go directly to veterans
assistance.
Lunch is served daily
as a place for veterans to

Erin Perkins | OVP

Larry and Betty Churchheus

come together, share a
meal and visit with one
another.
Cyndie Rodriguez
frequents the Veterans
Outreach and helped
with the painting of the
building. She was the

first woman in her family
to join the military.
The Veterans Outreach
has a wall of honor for
past and present military
members and a memorial
wall for fallen and POWMIA military members.

Every year for Easter
and Thanksgiving, the
Veterans Outreach host
a dinner for veterans and
their families. On Thursday, Nov. 23 from 11
a.m. to 3 p.m., a dinner
will be available.

Taking the last watch
By Dean Wright

deanwright@aimmediamidwest.com

GALLIA COUNTY — As a
tradition since time immemorial, cultures across the world
have remembered their fallen
warriors’ sacrifice during their
final death rites and the VFW
Honor Guard Burial Detail is
no different, serving as a final
watch as respected heroes are
put to their eternal rest.
“I did a background on the
last two years,” said Honor
Guard Commander Bill Mangus. “Last year, we did 50
(burials). This year has been
(uncommon). We’re not even
close to the end of the year
and we’ve already done 46.”
According to Mangus’ testimony, Henry Meyers started
the guard for Gallia County
as a funeral detail around 30
years ago. The organization
served over 1800 funeral ceremonies in that time. Four years
ago, Meyers approached Man-

gus to take over the guard.
“I did funerals under Henry
for about two years before
I actually took it over,” said
Mangus.
The guard is a common
scene about Gallia County
as it heads the marching of
parades, presents the colors
during regional events and
fires salutes. While one of
their main missions is to
honor area veterans, the group
has also made a habit of raising money for area school
booster programs, holding
coat drives and assisting
where they can with civic
activities.
“Many of us wanted to keep
serving after we left (the military),” said Mangus. “We’re
part of the community and it’s
important to keep that feeling
alive.”
Mangus said that the biggest bulk of the guard’s veterans served in the Vietnam
War. Three served in Desert

“Many of us wanted to
keep serving after we left
(the military). We’re part
of the community and it’s
important to keep that
feeling alive.”

Bill Mangus

Storm and over half have live
combat experience.
Among those in the guard,
Mangus listed Senior Vice
Commander Larry Tobias,
Carrol Taylor, Jerry Baker,
Henry Maynard, Hallis Meyers, Richard Adkins, Charlie
Huber, John Watson and Don
Walker.
Mangus invited other veterans to serve with the guard,
should they so choose, as
the guard tackles the task of
attending dozens of veteran
funerals and honoring their
families throughout the year.
The group is currently com-

Dean Wright | Ohio Valley Publishing

The Honor Guard is a common sight as they perform military funeral rites,
present the colors and firing salutes.

promised mostly of VFW
members as well as some from
the American Legion.
“After we fire off a salute,
we’ll take the shell and place
it in the hands of a widow
or loved one and hold their
hand,” said Mangus. “We want

them to know that we’re here
and that we understand. We
lost our friends and (loved
ones) as well, a lot of them in
battle. They’re not alone.”
Dean Wright can be reached at 740-4462342, ext. 2103.
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The ‘Legion Family’
Post #23
in Point
Pleasant

Members of
American
Legion Post
#23 in Point
Pleasant do
a special
flag raising for the
“Donate
Life” event
at Pleasant
Valley
Hospital.
The honor
guard also
performs
military
funeral rites
for veterans
who have
passed
away.
Cutline3

By Beth Sergent

bsergent@aimmediamidwest.com

Photos by Beth Sergent | OVP

Members of American Legion Post #23 faithfully present the colors at the Vietnam Traveling Memorial
Wall at Riverfront Park in Point Pleasnt.

“We’re here to help any veteran. I think we’re still a needed
organization…they’re making veterans everyday.”

Post Commander Miles Epling

security, and continued
devotion to fellow service
members and veterans.
“Our members are getting older,” Epling said,
adding an aging membership makes it more
difficult keeping up with
everything the legion
does for its members and
the community.
Membership has been
as high as 600 at Post 23,
though those numbers
have dropped to around
400. Epling said it has
become more difficult
to recruit new, younger
members with the issue
of retention not being
unique to the legion.
Epling said it seems to be
a common issue for some
churches and other community organizations,
supposing, “everyone is
always on the run…everyone’s got so much to do
(these days).”
Still, the legion persists
on as does Epling who
was once the National
Commander of the American Legion and is currently the State Adjutant.
“I love doing what I
do,” Epling said, saying
he was looking forward
to the 100th anniversary
of the organization.
In the beginning, the

legion focused on service
to veterans, service members and communities
and then evolved from a
group of war-weary veterans of World War I into
one of the most influential nonprofit groups in
the United States. Membership swiftly grew to
over 1 million, and local
posts sprang up across
the country. Today, membership stands at over 2.4
million in 14,000 posts
worldwide. The posts are
organized into 55 departments: one each for the
50 states, along with the
District of Columbia,
Puerto Rico, France,
Mexico and the Philippines.
As Epling so aptly put
it, they are making veterans everyday.
“People don’t realize
we’re at war…kids are
getting killed everyday,”
Epling said, adding,
unless that loss hits close
to home, it often goes
unrecognized. But, not
by the legion family.
Post 23, its Ladies
Auxiliary and the Sons
of the American Legion,
will host a Veterans Day
Dinner in appreciation
of all veterans and their
families at 1 p.m., Nov.

12 at the legion. This is a
free dinner to any vet and
their families. The post
meets at 7 p.m. the first
Monday of each month.
Call 304-675-3437 for
more information.
Beth Sergent is editor of Ohio
Valley Publishing.

American Legion National Commander Dale Barnett, pictured at
right, is greeted by Miles Epling last year during Barnett’s stop
in Point Pleasant. Epling is a former national commander of the
American Legion himself who is from Mason County and is now
Commander of Post 23 in Point Pleasant and State Adjutant.
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POINT PLEASANT
— American Legion Post
#23 in Point Pleasant has
been a second home to
area veterans for decades
and its reception hall has
served as a backdrop for
everything from wedding
receptions to community
dinners.
Currently located at
Second and Main streets,
the legion sits on a lot
which used to belong to a
riverboat captain, according to Commander Miles
Epling, also a Vietnam
veteran who joined the
U.S. Marine Corps. The
captain’s house was torn
down and the current
structure has been built
and rebuilt around three
or four times, in different
directions on the same
lot, which overlooks the
Ohio River.
However, the post is
more than a place. It
embodies family. Like
family, the post is there
for weddings and funerals. Post members faithfully perform funeral
details for veterans who
have passed on with its
honor guard attending
around 50 funerals a year.
The post also sends local
youth to Boys State and
Girls State, an elite program focused on leadership and citizenship programs sponsored by The
American Legion and the
American Legion Auxiliary for high school juniors.
The post also assists vets
with transportation to
local VA Hospitals and
provides guidance on
what pension resources
are available to them. In
short, local veterans are
not alone.
“We’re here to help any
veteran,” Epling said. “I
think we’re still a needed
organization…they’re
making veterans everyday. We’ve been here
since 1919 and hopefully
we’ll be here a lot longer.”
The American Legion
was chartered and incorporated by Congress
in 1919 as a patriotic
veterans organization
devoted to mutual helpfulness. It is the nation’s
largest wartime veterans
service organization,
committed to mentoring
youth and sponsorship of
wholesome programs in
communities, advocating
patriotism and honor,
promoting strong national
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about the many “cat
houses,” or brothels, that
were open in the countries he visited. He said
the Navy would tell the
sailors about them, but
turn around and tell them
they were “off limits.” He
added it didn’t stop some
of the sailors, who were
just in their late teens,
from disobeying orders.
When the war was over,
Gibbs thought he would
soon be back home. He
found out, however, that
his records had been misplaced. Gibbs served one
last assignment as a “sideboy” to Navy Captain
Cromline before being
discharged. As a sideboy,
he served as the captain’s
chauffeur, wore a special
uniform, and was afforded
special privileges, like
going to the head of the
chow line.

Gibbs was eventually
discharged, and returned
to Mason County with
a number of awards.
He received the American Campaign Medal;
European-African-Middle
Eastern Campaign Medal;
Asiatic Pacific Campaign
Medal; World War II Victory Medal; and Good
Conduct Medal.
When Gibbs returned,
he went back to Wahama
and received his high
school diploma at the age
of 25. One of his teachers
was Ralph Sayre, who had
been Gibbs’ classmate all
through school. Gibbs
said Sayre had graduated
both high school and college while he was at war.
Gibbs graduated one
day, and went to work at
the Philip Sporn power
plant in New Haven the
very next day. There, he
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spent the next 38 years.
Gibbs remained active
in the American Legion
and Veterans of Foreign
War organizations up
until a few years ago. He
served as a local commander for the SmithCapehart American
Legion Post 140 of New
Haven, as well as vice
commander and commander of the Fourth District of West Virginia.

His story:
Gibbs received the
American Campaign
Medal; EuropeanAfrican-Middle
Eastern Campaign
Medal; Asiatic Pacific
Campaign Medal;
World War II Victory
Medal; and Good
Conduct Medal.

Courtesy

William “Bill” Gibbs of New Haven is shown with the many medals
he was awarded for his military service in World War II. Now 92,
Gibbs also wears his “Shellback” hat, a title designated upon him
after crossing the International Date Line.
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point, he stated, his boat
was headed to Russia. No
one aboard wanted to go
there, because they knew
it was a place from which
many did not return. But,
while on their way, the
ship was called back and
rerouted.
Gibbs did see his
share of death, however.
In the North Atlantic,
there were storms that
produced 25- to 30-foot
waves. He saw some of
his fellow sailors swept
right off the ship’s deck to
their deaths.
Another danger to the
ships were the floating

mines. Gibbs said you
could see the bombs floating in the water during
the day, but several ships
were taken out by them,
and you could regularly
hear them going off.
“It wasn’t fun… It
wasn’t fun at all,” he said
of the war. “We were all
just kids.”
Gibbs had the chance
to see many places while
in the Navy. Brazil, England, and Scotland were
among the many countries he visited. Gibbs
saw the last performance
of the big-band musician
Glenn Miller, before Miller died over the English
Channel after entertaining U.S. troops.
Gibbs still becomes
amused when telling
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would like to invite all Military Veterans
Thursday
November
15, 2017
to join us for
a free lunch.
10:30 am to 2:00 pm
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Riverside Meeting Room, 7 Spruce Street, Gallipolis
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The guest speaker will begin at 10:30 am
with lunch to follow until 2:00 pm
Questions please contact Ohio Valley Bank at 740-441-1038 Ext. 7001
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