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Ohioans win national award 
from American Farm Bureau

Photo by american farm bureau federation
Pictured (left to right) are Greg and Rose Hartschuh, 2018 AFBF Excellence in Agriculture award 
winners; Zippy Duvall, president, AFBF; Kalena Bruce, 2017 YF&R committee chair; and Doyle J. 
Williams, chief marketing officer, Country Financial.

Forecast 
for 2018: 
Mixed bag 
for ag

By Gary Brock
gbrock@aimmediamidwest.com

CIRCLEVILLE — Fair-
field County farmer David 
Steele had not attended 
an annual Agriculture 
Outlook meeting for Ohio 
farmers in several years.

The Amanda Twp. 
resident was prepared to 
hear speakers at the Ohio 
State Extension-sponsored 
event give him bad news 
about what they can 
expect this year — maybe.

The nearly 100 farm-
ers attending the event in 
Circleville Jan. 22 did hear 
some news from agricul-
ture “heavy hitters” for 
Ohio agriculture, Dr. Ian 
Sheldon, Barry Ward and 
Matt Roberts.

The bottom line for this 
year?

• Land rental prices 
will be about the same, 
and should drop in a few 
years;

• Land values will drop 
slightly;

• Interest rates will 
increase;

• Both corn and soy-
bean yields will increase 
again this year, which has 
happened for the last sev-
eral straight years;

• Soybean planting will 
exceed corn acreage again 

By Gary Brock
gbrock@aimmediamidwest.com

NASHVILLE — Greg 
and Rose Hartschuh 
of Sycamore were hon-
ored in January to be 
nominated for the 2018 
American Farm Bureau’s 
Excellence in Agricul-
ture award.

The couple were 
“pleasantly surprised” 
when they were 
announced winners 
at the American Farm 
Bureau Federation 
(AFBF) annual meet-
ing in Nashville Jan. 
8, according to Rose 
Hartschuh.

“We had met many 
of the other couples in 
the competition and 
there were so many well 
qualified to receive the 
honor,” said Rose. The 
Crawford County couple 
competed with 30 young 
farmer and rancher 
couples from around the 
country for the award.

On the evening of the 
announcement during 
the ceremonies, Rose 
said she and husband 
Greg had no idea their 
name would be called.

The Excellence in 

Agriculture Award rec-
ognizes young farmers 
and ranchers who do 
not derive the majority 
of their income from an 
agricultural operation, 
but who actively contrib-
ute and grow through 
their involvement in 
agriculture, their leader-
ship ability and partici-
pation in Farm Bureau 
and other organizations. 

Rose says she believes 
the number of Ohio 
Farm Bureau activities 
in which they participate 
tipped the competition 
in their favor. 

Rose is a seed adviser, 
contributes to the fam-
ily farm and manages 
their additional fam-
ily businesses. Greg 
works full-time on his 
family’s 700-acre farm, 
raising corn, soybeans 
and operating a dairy 
with 180 Holsteins. The 
Hartschuhs partnered 
with two other farm 
families to revitalize a 
neglected farm property 
in Bucyrus, which now 
offers a farm market in 
one barn and an event 
venue in another. In 
2017 they launched 
Acres of Adventure, a 

nonprofit organization 
designed to connect 
consumers with oppor-
tunities to experience 
modern agriculture.

The Hartschuhs 
served on the Ohio 
Young Agricultural Pro-
fessionals state commit-
tee, served as delegates 
to the state annual 
meeting, participated in 
AFBF’s Young Farmers 
and Ranchers conference 
and have been engaged 
with their county and 
the state Farm Bureau. 
Other interests include 
4-H, their county fair, 
the Soil and Water Con-
servation District, Ohio 
Holstein Association 
and Crossroads Commu-
nity Church. They are 
the parents of twin four-
year-old sons, Dwight 
and Jordan.

In 2017 the 
Hartschuhs organized a 
caravan of aid for farm-
ers and ranchers devas-
tated by the wildfires in 
Kansas. They traveled 
with other Ohio farmers 
to help those in need 
and stayed in Kansas for 
several days.

The Hartschuhs were 

Ohio farm family has 
200-year legacy
EDITOR’S NOTE: This is the ninth in a series of 
articles profiling an Ohio farm family through a 
“typical” year. This month - a look at the Taylor 
family’s farm legacy. 

By Amanda Rockhold
arockhold@aimmediamidwest.com 

RADNOR—The Zachary Taylor family of Dela-
ware County has established a more than 200-
year legacy of Ohio farming — nine generations 
to be exact.

One of Zach Taylor’s ancestors is Samuel Taylor 
of Virginia, born in the state of Delaware in 1695. 
Samuel, along with another fellow, was awarded a 
20,000-acre track in the fork of the Potomac and 
the Shenandoah Rivers.

“They were to deem that out 1,000 acres at a 
chunk to anybody settling in the area,” said Tay-
lor, referring to historical documents about his 
family lineage. “He was not too far from Harpers 
Ferry, which had a big role in the Civil War.”

1802-1965
Samuel’s son, Daniel Taylor settled with his son 

on a 150-acre farm on the Big Derby in Jerome 
Township (Union County) in 1802. There began 
the long Taylor lineage of Ohio farming.

Three generations later, Arthur Taylor (Taylor’s 
great-great-grandfather) owned a large amount of 
land during the 1930s and 1940s. He worked as a 
farmer and banker.

“He helped a lot of people keep their farms or 
retain their farms during the [Great] Depres-
sion,” said Taylor. “A lot of the farms around here 
have ties to him, at some point in time.”

Daniel eventually moved to Georgia with his 
son. “Dirt was cheap and the way we always hear 
the story told was he took a couple suitcases full 
of cash and went down there and ended up buy-
ing a good chunk of ground,” said Taylor.

Taylor’s relatives manage some of the land 
today. Daniel passed away in 1965 and was buried 
in Richwood, Ohio.

From horses to auto-steer tractors
In 1965, on Palm Sunday, a tornado swept 

through the Taylor farmland in Radnor, where 
Taylor’s great-grandfather, Arthur Taylor, lived at 
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Photo by amanda rockhold | rural life Today 
Farmhand Colton Garrison (left) and Zach Taylor (right) 
finishing up putting the hood back on the tractor.

Ohio farmers hear 
yield will jump again, 
but will prices?

Photo by Gary brock | rural life Today 
OSU agriculture grain specialist 
Barry Ward expects farmland 
rentals to remain essentially flat 
in 2018, but may begin to fall 
after that.

See  FORECAST | 4 See  OHIOANS | 4 See  LEGACY | 5
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By Gary Brock
gbrock@aimmediamidwest.com

XENIA — In answer to the 
question left hanging in my Janu-
ary column — obviously I am 
still here. At least for now.

Last month, December 
actually, I resigned from 
AIM Media. I was gen-
eral manager and editor 
at The Madison Press, as 
well as your Rural Life 
Today editor. After I gave 
notice that I was retiring, 
the company asked me to 
stay on for the next few 
months to help train the 
reporter I hired part-time 
in November, Amanda 
Rockhold.

I agreed, so I will 
remain on — probably 
through June.

The 2018 forecasts and markets
In January I attended the first 

of the 2018 Ag Forecast meetings 
sponsored by The Ohio State 
University. At the meeting were 
who I consider “the big three” in 
Ohio agriculture: Dr. Ian Sheldon 
of Ohio State Extension, Ohio 
State grain expert Barry Ward 
and former Ohio State professor 
of agriculture economics Matt 
Roberts. All three speaking at the 
Circleville meeting.

That alone was a big draw, 
with nearly a hundred central 
Ohio farmers in attendance, as 
well as representatives of Picka-
way County Extension, the Ohio 
Farm Bureau and others.

Once again, there was plenty 
of talk about the 2018 Farm Bill, 
grain prices, land rental prices 
and of course — China.

In fact, China was clearly front 
and center among the economic 
points made by the speakers and 
farmers in the audience.

It was pointed out that China 
was the number one importer of 
U.S. agriculture products, followed 

by Canada and Mexico. And as 
goes Chinese purchases, so too 
goes the health of Ohio and 
American farmers.

One point made by agricul-
ture economist Roberts that I 
agree with is that the Chinese 

are savvy when it comes 
to opportune grain con-
tracts. Roberts believes 
that China will buy less 
American (and Ohio pri-
marily) soybeans in 2018 
with stiff competition from 
Eastern Europe and South 
America.

For now, he thinks the 
Chinese will buy more 
from these countries and 
less than in the past from 
us. Maybe.

He also pointed out that 
this should turn around 

by this summer and the U.S. will 
start seeing more soybean con-
tracts from the People’s Republic.

But unlike Roberts, I think this 
turnaround will result in actually 
boosting our soybean sales over 
the more than 1.2 billion bushels 
to China, estimated over each of 
the last two years.

But two years ago I traveled to 
China to see for myself how the 
Chinese used American and Ohio 
soybeans - mostly in their pro-
duction of fish meal for their bil-
lions of fish raised in aquaculture 
facilities near Shanghai.

One comment that stuck with 
me was from one of the facility’s 
managers, who talked about the 
constant need for a supply of 
millions of bushels of soybeans 
to feed the hungry fish that 
feeds China. He said that while 
South American soybeans can be 
bought cheaper, it is the quality 
of the American-grown soybeans 
that they prefer.

They seek it out. And I suspect 
that will continue unless trade 
negotiations get to the point of 
tariffs and worse, an embargo. I 
don’t think those things are going 

to happen, so I am optimistic 
about 2018 being a great year for 
soybean growers.

Corn, profits and what will be planted
It looks as though 2018 will 

see an acceleration of the shift 
from corn to soybeans.

Roberts predicted that 
soybean acres will exceed corn 
acres by about 95 million acres 
for soybeans to 85 million acres 
for corn - a turnaround from just 
a few years ago.

Roberts also pointed out that 
making money with corn is 
going to be tough the next few 
years. Supply or “overhang” 
remains high compared to 
demand - there is hope.

He identified that ethanol 
production continues to rise. 
The Marion ethanol plant 
recently announced it is 
doubling its size and a new plant 
in Greenfield just opened.

And once again China is 
part of the discussion. Roberts 
pointed out that China is 
considering efforts to improve 
its air quality, and to do so it 
must lower its auto emissions 
- something we in the United 
Stated started working on years 
ago. And what is needed to 
help drop these emissions in a 
country where the auto industry 
is booming?

You guessed it - ethanol. And 
while Roberts predicted that 
China will likely produce its own 
ethanol, it will need corn and 
lots of it to produce this ethanol 
- far more corn than it can grow 
itself and a lot more than it is 
importing now.

So it is possible that corn 
exports to China may go the way 
of soybean exports there. That’s 
great news for the American 
corn grower.

We can only wait and see what 
happens with this possibility. I 
suspect it will be sooner than 
later.
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What will farmers face in 2018? AuThOR’S NOTE: This 
story first appeared in my 
book, “Stories from the 
Land of Milk and honey,” 
and is being reprinted by 
popular request.

By Don Sanders
for rural life Today

URBANA — Many 
farmers keep a pet cow or 
pig, but they aren’t much 
for sentimental-
ity, not like your 
typical off-the-farm 
pet owner. To the 
farmer, medical 
care is important 
until the cost 
exceeds the value 
of an animal. When 
this threshold is 
crossed, farmers 
often become very 
pragmatic and usu-
ally opt to send the 
animal to market or put it 
down.

Pet owners, on the other 
hand, usually want only 
the best for their animals. 
They will often spend 
considerable sums for an 
animal’s welfare and their 
own peace of mind. My 
late wife, Judy, and I have 
found that nine times out 
of ten when our phone rang 
in the middle of the night, 
we’re being awakened by 
a pet owner, rather than a 
farmer. Compared to farm-
ers – for whom animals 
are their livelihood — pet 
owners often lack knowl-
edge about animal care. 
Many times they call with 
a perceived problem that 
isn’t a significant issue or, 
at the other extreme; they 
call after their pet has been 
sick for days and is at risk 
of dying.

So, when the phone rings 
at night, it could be for a 
life-threatening emergency, 

or it could just as easily 
be for a Siamese queen 
(female cat) in heat or a 
dog with a tapeworm that 
hasn’t been passed entirely, 
driving the dog nuts as he 
scoots his butt on the floor 
to extricate it.

When I received a call 
one summer night around 
midnight from Dick, a 
professional horse trainer 
I had known casually for 

some years, I couldn’t 
determine whether his 
call – about a sick dog 
– was for an emer-
gency or just a case of 
tonsillitis. In the back-
ground I could hear 
the frantic voice of a 
girl who seemed to be 
getting impatient as 
I played twenty ques-
tions with Dick to 
determine if I should 
get dressed and go 

into the clinic to check the 
dog. After discussing the 
dog’s choking spell with 
Dick, I decided to meet 
them at the office. It would 
prove to be a memorable 
encounter, and a simple les-
son in not judging a book 
by its cover or a dog by its 
name.

Judy and I had a rule 
that unless a call is clearly 
not an emergency, we 
conduct an examination 
if the owner requests it. 
We know that once in a 
while a case that sounds 
less than serious turns out 
to be an emergency that 
requires immediate treat-
ment.

Dick’s persistence, rein-
forced by the girl’s voice 
in the background, made 
it clear to me that they 
would not wait until office 
hours, even though I was 
certain that this was not 

Festus was his name

Dr. Donald 
Sanders
Contributing 
Columnist

See FESTUS | 3

If you want to share a treasure from your farm, email a photo and information to gbrock@aimmediamidwest.com
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 1890 Hay Mower

Pictured is a 5’ hay 
mower that was 
manufactured by
 Massey Harris. 

The fi ve-foot length 
was standard

until the 
seven-foot mowers 

were introduced 
with the advent of 

the tractor.
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urgent. Off the phone, I 
had grumbled to Judy as 
I dressed in the dark. She 
sleepily told me to mind my 
manners when I got to the 
clinic.

Driving to the office, I 
thought about Dick’s per-
sistence. He had always 
seemed pretty laid back 
about the horses that he 
trained professionally. He 
called rarely, and then only 
if the horse was in danger 
of dying and he couldn’t 
get a cheaper vet. I thought 
that maybe the girl – I pre-
sumed his daughter — was 
turning him around, getting 
him to be more concerned 
for their animals. I chuck-
led to myself, knowing that 
wasn’t likely the case.

The more likely story 
was that Dick knew he 
wasn’t going to be allowed 
to get any sleep until he 
called the vet. He was 
probably more upset at 
his daughter’s disturbing 
his sleep and the fact that 
he would have to pay my 
after-hours emergency 
fee. I felt better picturing 
Dick’s squirming about the 
fee; I decided to maintain 
a good attitude about the 
case.

To my surprise, Dick 
didn’t accompany his 
daughter and her dog to the 
office. She was an attrac-
tive blonde, I’d say about 
22 years old, and had a daz-
zling smile, which I figured 
was enough to weaken his 
defenses and the grip on his 
wallet.

I made casual conversa-
tion with her and collected 
information to start a 
medical record on her dog. 
I knew that Dick was in 
his late fifties, so I asked if 
she was the youngest and 
only one left at home. Her 
face flushed as she quietly 
told me that Dick was her 
husband.

Red-faced, I apologized 
to Janeen – that is, Dick’s 
wife — and mumbled some 
excuse about not having 
been to Dick’s in a long 
time. Then I did my best to 
pick myself up and get on 
with the case at hand. And 
that case was Festus. Yes, 
the dog’s name was Festus.

Just as Janeen didn’t fit 
my preconceived notion of 
the wife of a 50-something 
horse trainer, her white-
haired little lap dog, a 
wiry crossbred concoction, 
didn’t look like a Festus. 
More like a Fi-Fi or Pooh-
Pooh.

Festus didn’t like being 
on my examination table. 
Janeen stood on the oppo-
site side of the table not 
offering much encourage-
ment as I tried to size 
up the dog. He certainly 
wasn’t an emergency case. 
His choking had ceased 
during the drive to the 
office. I knew that he likely 
had tonsillitis and I should 
examine the back of his 
throat for the tell-tale swol-
len glands. He also needed 
his temperature taken. 
But Festus wasn’t going to 
have any part of it.

As I tried to maneuver 
around and grasp him by 
the scruff of the neck, he 
circled, never taking his 
eyes off my hand while his 

lip twitched. I could see 
that he was likely going to 
make his move just about 
the time I would attempt 
mine. Janeen just stood 
there paying no attention 
to the unfolding drama. 
Was it going to be grab-
bing the dog by the back of 
his neck to keep him from 
biting me, or was Festus 
going to beat me to the 
draw?

After I started to make 
the first move, everything 
else seemed to progress 
in slow motion, like in an 
action movie, guns blaz-
ing, and the hero miracu-
lously evading each bul-
let.… Except that Festus 
clamped down on my right 
thumb with all the might 
his 9-pound body could 
muster. He was deter-
mined that I would cry 
“uncle” right there in front 
of his master.

Janeen stood by dumb-
founded. She made no 
attempt to restrain the dog 
or disengage him from my 
thumb. I winced in pain, as 
I jerked back my hand. The 
little dog, determined to 
hang on against the force 
of my whip-like reaction, 
began to lose his grip, his 
teeth grating against the 
skin of my thumb like a 
jagged vegetable peeler.

Loosed from his human 
tether, Festus went air-
borne. He made a lazy arc 
over my head, and like a 
gymnast dismounting the 
parallel bars somersaulted 
3600 in the air before 
“sticking” his landing 
perfectly in the scrub sink 
behind me. Just before 
landing, Festus bumped 
the faucet, turning it on. 

Janeen looked incredulous. 
And I pondered the prob-
ability of my being sued 
for animal endangerment 
and malpractice. In the 
sink, Festus growled men-
acingly, as if to say, “I dare 
you to touch me again!” I 
meekly turned to Janeen 
and asked her to retrieve 
her little Festus from the 
sink before he caught his 
death of pneumonia from 
the cold water running on 
him. She quietly moved to 
the sink, and with a sooth-
ing voice got her dog to 
come to her while getting 
herself wet in the process.

I tried to sound profes-
sional as I cleared my 
throat and suggested that 
we dispense with the 
examination as it would 
make Festus uncomfort-
able. I told her that I had 
some antibiotics that 
would fix his cough and 
that he would be fine.

Janeen was agreeable, 
so I fixed Festus up with 
an antibiotic. I told her 
that she had been such a 
kind and understanding cli-
ent that I saw no need for 
Dick to pay the after-hours 
charge. She wrote a check 
from Dick’s horse account 
and thanked me for coming 
in to the office.

The next day Judy, as she 
logged the checks, asked 
why I had let the previous 
night’s emergency case off 
without the extra charge. 
She teased me that if she 
didn’t know better she’d say 
I had probably felt sorry for 
some “sweet young thing.” 
I shrugged off her com-
ment, just thankful to have 
gotten out of that case with 
both of my thumbs.

By Alayna DeMartini
osu extension 

COLUMBUS — Ohio 
corn and soybean farmers 
likely won’t see a lot of 
changes in the next federal 
farm bill, according to an 
expert from the College 
of Food, Agricultural, and 
Environmental Sciences 
(CFAES) at The Ohio 
State University.

“There’s momentum 
for minimal changes, but 
there are some key issues 
that have to be resolved,” 
said Carl Zulauf, an agri-
cultural economist and 
professor emeritus with 
CFAES.

Among those issues 
are funding to support 
cotton and dairy farmers, 
research, and water quality.

The current farm bill 
is scheduled to expire 
on Sept. 30. This legisla-
tion affects the livelihood 
of farmers and others 
because it funds a host of 
programs including crop 
revenue and price support 
programs that provide 
assistance when farm 
income or crop prices 
drop. And in recent years, 

the trend has been toward 
lower commodity prices 
and declining overall farm 
revenue.

“Across the nation, 
dairy farmers feel they’re 
not getting enough assis-
tance from the federal 
government, but the dairy 
industry is divided on 
what type of program it 
wants,” Zulauf said. “Cur-
rently dairy farmers can 
participate in a govern-
ment-subsidized insurance 
program that pays them 
if the difference between 
the cost of feeding cows 
and the price farmers get 
for their milk is too nar-
row. Large and small dairy 
producers want different 
modifications to the insur-
ance program.

“It’s hard for policy mak-
ers to make changes when 
the group they are trying 
to help can’t agree.”

Cotton farmers too 
are vocal about the need 
for more federal revenue 
supports. Though cotton 
doesn’t grow in Ohio, 
farmers in the state could 
be affected if money is 
shifted to fund better sup-
port for cotton farmers 

and away from financial 
safety nets in place for 
farmers of Ohio-grown 
crops.

The current federal 
commodity programs for 
soybean and corn farm-
ers are generally popular. 
Corn and soybean farmers 
can enroll in either Agri-
cultural Risk Coverage 
(ARC) or Price Loss Cov-
erage (PLC). Farmers who 
enroll in either program 
receive a payment when a 
farmer’s overall revenues 
or crop prices dip below 
a certain guaranteed 
amount.

The most recent farm 
bill, which was passed in 
2014, was designed with 
the anticipation that farm 
income would decline, 
said Ben Brown, who 
manages CFAES’s farm 
management program, 
which provides farm 
policy and market informa-
tion to Ohio farmers and 
others.

“In 2015, when farmers 
could first sign up for the 
ARC or PLC programs, 
the majority of corn and 
soybean farmers opted 
for the ARC program 

because they anticipated 
better returns from the 
program,” Brown said. But 
this year, if the programs 
are not changed, more 
farmers likely will enroll in 
the PLC program because 
the price of commodities 
has gone down so signifi-
cantly, the PLC program 
likely will offer better 
returns, Brown pointed 
out.

“Still, the majority of 
farmers would rather have 
stable markets than hav-
ing to rely on government 
payments,” Brown said.

“The farm bill also 
includes conservation 
programs. Some policy 
experts are concerned 
that the current farm bill’s 
programs are not as effec-
tive as they should be,” 
Zulauf said. “It’s not just 
a question of the level of 
funding, but also whether 
the programs are improv-
ing environmental quality, 
especially water quality.”

Although the current 
farm bill expires Sept. 30, 
there’s no indication when 
Congress will pass a new 
bill or if it will opt instead 

to extend the current bill 
for an additional one or 
two years.

When farmers across 
the country begin plan-
ning for their next grow-
ing season, “if we don’t 
have a farm bill, there’s 
going to be a lot of uncer-
tainty,” Brown said. “As 
farmers go to tend to their 
crop or milk their cows, 
it’s always helpful to know 
what the rules of the game 
are going to be.”

alayna Demartini can be reached by 
email at demartini.3@osu.edu or call 
614-292-9833.

OSU: New farm bill likely won’t surprise corn, soybean farmers

Contributed photo 
Congress has begun discussing the 2018 farm bill. The current bill expires Sept. 30.

REYNOLDSBURG — The Ohio Depart-
ment of Agriculture (ODA) urges Ohio 
farmers and producers who have not yet 
done so to respond to the United States 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) Census 
of Agriculture. Responses are accepted in 
the mail and online through Feb. 5.

“The data collected from the Census of 
Agriculture is critically important as deci-
sion makers at all levels work to help agri-
culture grow in our state and country,” said 
ODA Director David T. Daniels. “Census 
data impacts nearly every Ohio farmer or 
producer through a variety of conservation 
and support programs. The census is impor-
tant and I hope everyone involved in Ohio’s 
food and agriculture industry does their 
part.”

Census data is used to support rural 
infrastructure; farm service agency loan 
programs; natural resources conservation 
services programs and rural development 
funds. USDA has improved the online form 
making responding easier and more con-
venient than ever. Additionally, federal law 
requires that all responses are secure and 
confidential.

“The census is the only source of compre-
hensive and impartial agricultural data for 
not only every county in Ohio, but every 
county in the nation,” said Daniels. “I under-
stand some people might have pause sharing 
the information asked for, but please know 
the responses to the questions asked are 
confidential and the aggregated information 
is critical to shaping the future of agriculture 
for the next decade.”

Taken every five years, the Census of Agri-
culture is a complete count of U.S. farms 
and ranches and the people who operate 
them. Even the smallest plots of land with 
vegetables, fruit, livestock, equine or food 
animals are included.

To respond, visit agcensus.usda.gov or 
mail in your questionnaire. Questions about 
the census should be directed to USDA at 
866-294-8560.

State urges farmers 
to complete censusfrom page 2

Festus



4    Rural Life Today – Central ohio – February 2018

COLUMBUS — The Ohio 
Farm Bureau’s annual Ag 
Day at the Capital will take 
place Wednesday, Feb 28 at 
the Sheraton Columbus at 
Capitol Square, 75 E. State 
Street.

This event brings several 
hundred county Farm Bureau 
leaders to Columbus to learn 
about current issues in the 
legislature and conduct visits 
with their lawmakers. Below 
is an agenda of the day’s 
events.
8 a.m. - Registration;
9 a.m. - Opening remarks: 
Frank Burkett III, president, 
Ohio Farm Bureau Federa-
tion;
Review of Ohio Farm Bureau 
priority issues;
Group planning meetings for 
legislative visits;
10:40 a.m. - Legislative vis-
its (for designated groups);

11 a.m. - Breakout 
sessions:
Water quality mythbusting;
Making Farm Bureau’s policy 
process work;
Noon - Lunch - farmers and 
lawmakers;

Welcoming remarks: 
Senate President Larry 
Obhof, House Speaker 
Cliff Rosenberger. Keynote 
speaker: Liliana Esposito, 
chief communications  
officer, The Wendy’s 

Company.
2 p.m. - Legislative visits 
(for designated groups);
Breakout sessions:
Water quality mythbusting;
Making Farm Bureau’s 
policy process work.

across the nation and Ohio.
Steele’s experience in 

2017 and his aspirations 
for this year are typical of 
most farmers at the meet-
ing.

What kind of year is 
Steele expecting for 2018? 
“We are always optimis-
tic that this year will be 
better than the last. We 
have to be if you are a 
farmer,” he said before 
the meeting’s start. How 
was 2017? “It was tight 
for us. It seemed like we 
were behind the eight-ball 
all year for a variety of 
reasons.” He said last year 
they lost their wheat crop 
because of weather issues. 

The Steele family farms 
about 850 acres, growing 
corn, soybeans, wheat and 
they have some livestock. 
In 2018, Steele said they 
will farm about 15 percent 
wheat and corn, and soy-
beans about a 50-50 split.

For them, corn yield 
averaged about 170 bush-
els an acre for corn and 
60 bushels an acre for 
soybeans. “Where it was 
good, it was really good, 
and where it was bad it 
was zero. There were spots 
in the fields with nothing,” 
Steele lamented.

What kind of prices 
is Steele looking for in 
soybeans and corn? “It all 
depends on what China 
is going to do, right?” he 
said.

And throughout the 
meeting, China and its 
future impact on Ohio 
farmers was at the heart of 
the discussion.

Matt Roberts, formerly 
of The Ohio Sate Universi-
ty and now a private grain 
specialist with Kernmantle 
Group, has good news 
about yields but concerns 
about growth in the grain 
market.

He talked about the rise 
of global wealth and the 

drop in global poverty 
having a major impact on 
agriculture and farming. 
“Everything in ag is driven 
by the increase in wealth 
both here and globally,” 
he said.

“Right now in agricul-
ture it is a crazy time. 
There is a lot of uncer-
tainty,” he added.

“The problem with corn 
is that you guys are too 
good at growing it. We 
are growing corn yield at 
1.75 bushels per acre per 
year. But we are grow-
ing demand at 1.2 billion 
bushels per year. That’s an 
extra half bushel per year 
year after year. In the last 
couple of years that is 50 
million bushels a year that 
doesn’t have a home,” he 
pointed out.

He added that Ohio has 
had large corn harvests 
within the last couple of 
years. “That is where this 
overhang is coming from - 
four good years of produc-
tion. Since the 1960s we 
have had a few three-year 
runs, but we haven’t had 
four in a row. We will see 
where 2018 shows up.”

Roberts said corn yields 
continue to rise. “We have 
exceeded trendline yields 
in corn for four years in a 
row. Is this accelerating or 
not? Maybe.”

He said there is an 
increase in corn feed and 
ethanol use continues to 
grow. “That is surprising 
to most economists. We 
are growing 25-30 million 
bushels a year in ethanol. 
The Marion plant has 
announced it is going to 
double its size, and the 
Greenfield plant opened 
last year.”

He had news on the eth-
anol front. “There is also 
buzz about China want-
ing to achieve an E-10 air 
quality level, so there may 
be ethanol demand there.  
They have to procure the 
corn from somewhere. 
They don’t have corn pro-
duction there to meet this 
demand along with their 

livestock feed needs,” he 
said, adding that this may 
create a new corn market 
for American farmers in 
China to go along with the 
huge soybean sales there.

“We know that world 
grain stocks (inventory) 
are high. We are going to 
hold levels of inventory in 
corn like never before, but 
we will also have levels of 
demand like never before. 
Inventory of 2.5 billion 
bushels carryout is huge, 
but we are seeing levels 
of consumption like never 
before.”

Roberts pointed out that 
half of our corn stocks are 
in China, “and we have 
no idea what the quality 
of that stock is. This adds 
tremendous uncertainty 
in the markets when we 
have three-four-five billion 
bushels sitting in China. 
At least some of it is very 
poor quality, so it leads to 
uncertainty.”

He said he expects corn 
exports will drop in 2018, 
predicting it will be 1.9 
billion bushels instead of 
the 2.3 billion bushels in 
2016. “That’s not unprec-
edented. About a 14 per-
cent decline. Part of this 
is competition. A good 
harvest in Brazil.”

“We are entering prob-
ably 5-7 years of corn 
planting decline. There’s 
just not the growth here. 
There is fundamental 

global growth in soybeans 
that we don’t have in corn, 
so I expect to see a decline 
in planting,” he predicted.

“I am just talking about 
flipping the role of corn 
and soybeans to the way 
they were in 2010-11-12 
over the next five years. 
This is 95 million acres of 
beans and 85 million acres 
of corn,” said Roberts.

Regarding soybeans, 
Roberts said, “We have had 
four years of above trend-
line increases in yields. We 
did not have quite as big 
a jump over last year than 
we did in corn.”

And the big question of 
soybean exports? “We are 
USDA forecasting lower 
exports of soybeans in 
2017-18 than in 2016-17. 
It is not because China 
is importing less. We are 
going to export less but 
the Chinese import will 
grow. There is going to 
be more origination from 
South America growth 
than here,” he said.

He said history has 
shown that China is a very 
savvy buyer. “I think what 
we will see going into 
summer is some of these 
contract origins flip from 
South America to the U.S. 
With all the trade rhetoric 
out there, would you want 
contracts now for summer 
delivery from the U.S. or 
China? Sadly, South Amer-
ica might be a more stable 

option now with concern 
over tariffs and a trade 
war,” he cautioned.

“As we go into summer 
I think these origins will 
flip. In the future, I don’t 
think going South Amer-
ica is going to be able to 
keep up economically with 
the demand. But right 
now I think our trade 
rhetoric is hurting us.”

Roberts said there is 
no good news for wheat. 
“There is so much compe-
tition for wheat globally. 
Interestingly, in Ohio we 
saw a 70,000 acre increase 
last fall in wheat crops. 
It is now becoming this 
money-optional cover 
crop. I’ve yet to find a 
farmer who has told me 
they have increased acre-
age in wheat as a crop, but 
they are using as cover 
crop,” he said.

What is the big story 
about wheat? “Gluten-free. 
The other is Adkins; high-
protein diets. Not only are 
there two stories but both 
are bad. Wheat is being 
blamed for everything 
bad in the world,” said 
Roberts.

“We are a few years away 
from normalizing our crop 
market. We may normalize 
more quickly if we have a 
short crop,” said Roberts. 
“We have a lot more bush-
els — demand has to catch 
up. That’s what we are 
waiting for.”

He had good news about 
the future.

“The opportunity to 
be non-traditional, espe-
cially for young beginning 
farmers, has never been 
greater,” Roberts said.

“I am bullish on agri-
culture. The next couple 
years stay hard, the good 
news is for those who 
take their time to manage 
and plan, it is good to set 

yourself up for profits in 
the future.”

Barry Ward, program 
leader in production man-
agement at Ohio State 
Extension also had some 
good news for the farmers 
at the Circleville meet-
ing, but he warned that 
farmers will not be get-
ting their ARC insurance 
payments this October if 
the 2018 farm Bill legisla-
tion stays as presently 
proposed.

What farm costs for 
2018 will be up or down 
according to Ward? 
Energy prices will be 
moderately higher this 
year, while fertilizer will 
be flat to modestly higher. 
But he added that quantity 
may be a concern with 
new weed problems — so 
costs may be higher, seeds 
probably modestly higher 
for most, softer secondary 
machinery market.

He said if corn prices 
are about $3.65 a bushel 
and yield about 199 bush-
els an acre, the profit num-
bers look better, and even 
better with yield over 200 
bushels an acre.

“Land rentals will 
remain about the same, 
but may drop in a few 
years,” said Ward. “There 
have been very decent 
yields, so I don’t see much 
change now in the rents. 
Nationally they went up 
about one percent.”

In comparing corn and 
soybean profit potential 
for 2018, “It [compari-
sons] is arguing for more 
soybean acres right now,” 
he said. “We will find out 
in March how many peo-
ple will be making these 
changes. It is not that sim-
ple. We will see finally the 
effect of lower property 
values and taxes, and then 
lower rental rates.”

honored in October as Ohio’s Excellence 
in Agriculture winners which quali-
fied them for the national contest. At 
that time they won a John Deere Gator, 
courtesy of Farm Credit Mid-America, 
and a $1,000 cash prize sponsored by 
Nationwide and Ohio Farm Bureau and 
the expense paid trip to the AFBF con-
vention.

For their national Farm Bureau 
Excellence in Agriculture award, the 
Hartschuhs received a new Ford truck, 
courtesy of Country Financial, and paid 
registration to the AFBF YF&R Leader-
ship Conference in Reno, Nevada, in 
February.

Two other young Ohioans competed in 
AFBF competitions. Christian Hoffman 
of Stoutsville participated in the Young 
Farmers and Ranchers Achievement 
Award contest. Danielle Burch of Salem 
participated in the Discussion Meet con-
test and placed in the Sweet 16.

The ohio farm bureau contributed to this report.

Ag Day at the Capital set for Feb. 28

Gary brock | rural life Today
State Sen. Bob Peterson talks with Ohio farmers at the 2017 Ag Day at the Capital.

Photo by Gary brock | rural life Today 
Agriculture economist Matt Roberts points to the rising corn yield 
in America.

To see video of the agriculture meeting, 
go to www.rurallifetoday.com and click on 
this article on the homepage, then scroll 
down to see the video.
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CARS
2003 DODGE INTREPID SE

V6, Automatic, A/C, Local Trade, Low Miles .......................... $2,995
1993 OLDSMOBILE CUTLASS SUPREME CONT.
Leather Seats, Newer Top, Only 93,000 Miles........................$2,999

2007 MERCEDES-BENZ C280 4MATIC
Sunroof, Super Clean ............................................................ $3,995

2008 CHEVROLET IMPALA LTZ
Heated, Leather Seats, Sunroof, 1 Owner .............................. $6,995

2008 MAZDA 6
4 cyl, Auto, Power Seats, Alloy Wheels, Only 64,000 Miles.... $6,995

2007 PONTIAC G6
4 Cyl, Auto, Alloy Wheels, Only 69,000 Miles ........................ $6,995

2010 CHEVROLET MALIBU LTZ
Sunroof, Heated Leather, 4 Cyl, Only 67,000 Miles, Local Trade In... $9,895

2012 CHEVROLET MALIBU LS
4 Cyl, Only 43,000 Miles .................................................... $10,995

2014 FORD FOCUS SE
4 Cyl., Auto, PW, PL, Cruise, only 30,000 Miles ................. $10,995

2015 VOLKSWAGON JETTA SE
1.8 Turbo, Alloys Wheels, Only 2,700 Miles ....................... $12,995

2013 HYUNDAI SONATA LTD.
Sunroof, Heated Leather Seats, 43,000 Miles ..................... $14,995

2016 HONDA CIVIC LX
4 Door, 4 cycle, Auto, Only 19,000 Miles...................................$15,995

2014 CHEVROLET IMPALA LT
V6, Sunroof, Power Seats................................................... $17,995

2016 HONDA CIVIC EX-T
Sunroof, Alloy Wheels, Only 2900 Miles ............................ $18,995

2006 CORVETTE CONVERTIBLE
Only 59,000 Miles, Power Top, Automatic, Sharp............... $19,995

TRUCKS & SUVS
2006 CHEVROLET EQUINOX LS

FWD, V6, Local Trade, Super Clean ....................................... $4,495
2005 CHEVROLET COLORADO EXT CAB LS

4X4, Alloy Wheels, 5 Cyl, PW PL........................................... $5,995
2008 CHEVROLET HHR SS

2.0 Turbo, Super Clean, Local Trade In.................................. $5,995
2007 SATURN OUTLOOK FWD

7 Passenger, Local Trade-in .................................................. $6,295
2008 SATURN VUE XE

4 cyl, Auto, Only 54,000 miles............................................... $7,295
2008 CHEVROLET COLORADO LS

Reg Cab, 4 Cyl, Auto, AC, Alloy Wheels, Only 67,000 Miles....... $7,495
2009 JEEP PATRIOT SPORT

4x4, 4 Cyl., 5 speed, Only 37,000 Miles ................................ $7,995
2011 FORD TRANSIT CONNECT XLT

Ladder Rack, Tool Bins, Only 70,000 Miles ........................... $8,995
2010 FORD ESCAPE XLT

AWD, V6, Sunroof, Only 66,000 miles................................ $10,295
2010 CHEVROLET COLORADO EXT CAB

4x4, 4 Cyl, Auto.................................................................. $10,495
2006 CHEVROLET AVALANCHE Z71 4X4

Super Clean Inside & Out................................................... $10,995
2006 GMC SIERRA 1500 CREW CAB SLE 4X4

Sunroof 5.3 V8................................................................... $10,995
2009 FORD RANGER SUPER CAB XLT

4x4, V6, PW, PL, Only 76,000 Miles................................... $11,995

2008 DODGE RAM 2500 REG. CAB
4x4, 5.7 V8, Aut., Cruise, AC .............................................. $12,495

2009 CHEVROLET TRAVERSE LT
FWD, Alloy Wheels, Power Drivers Seat, Only 61,000 Miles ......... $12,995

2011 DODGE RAM 1500 REG CAB
2WD, 6 cyl. Auto, AC, 20” Alloy Wheels Only 36,000 Miles $13,995

2012 FORD F250 REG CAB 4X4
6.2 L Gas, AC, Tow Package ............................................... $15,495

2015 FORD ESCAPE SE
FWD, 4 cyl., Ecoboost Power Seats, Alloy Wheels .............. $15,495

2016 JEEP RENEGADE LATITUDE 4X4
2.4L 4 Cyl, Alloy Wheels, Remote Start, Only 17,000 Miles...$17,995

2006 DODGE RAM 2500 QUAD CAB SLT
4x4, 5.9 Diesel, Newer Tires, 2-Tone Paint ......................... $18,495

2015 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN SXT
Only 13,000 Miles, Power Seats, Power Side Door & Hatch ....$18,995
2012 CHEVROLET COLORADO CREW CAB LT

4x4, 5 cyl. Only 39,000 Miles............................................. $18,995
2010 CHEVY SILVERADO 2500 CREW CAB 4X4
PW & PL, Cruise, 64,000 Miles, Long Bed ......................... $19,495

2011 FORD F150 CREW CAB XLT
4x4, 3.5 Ecoboost V6, Chrome Wheels, Assist Steps......... $19,995
2013 CHEVROLET SILVERADO 2500 EXT CAB 4X4
PW & PL, Cruise, 73,000 Miles.......................................... $19,995

2011 GMC SIERRA 1500 SLE Z71
Ext. Cab, 4x4, 5.3 V8, Tow Package, Only 54,000 Miles...... $20,495
2014 CHEVY SILVERADO 1500 REG CAB 4X4

Long Bed, V6, Auto, AC, Only 31,000 miles ....................... $20,995
2013 CHEVROLET SILVERADO LT EXT CAB

2WD, 5.3 V8, Fully Loaded, Tow Pack, 41,000 Miles ......... $20,995
2011 FORD F150 CREW CAB XLT 4X4

5.0 V8, Power Seats, Only 35,000 Miles............................. $22,995
2013 CHEVROLET SILVERADO 1500 EXT CAB LT
5.3 V8, Power Seat, Climate Control, New Tires, Only 54,000 miles........ $23,995
2015 CHEVROLET SILVERADO REG CAB 2500

4x4, PW PL Cruise, Assist Steps........................................ $24,995
2014 CHEVROLET SILVERADO 2500 CREW CAB LT 4X4
Tow Pack, 6.0 Gas, Factory Assist Steps ............................ $29,495
2016 JEEP WRANGLER UNLIMITED SAHARA 4X4

Only 14,000 miles, Heated Seats, Navigation, Hard & Soft Top ....... $33,995
2012 CHEVROLET SILVERADO 3500 CREW CAB LTZ
4x4, Dually, Duramax, Loaded, Only 92,000 Miles .......$34,995
2012 DODGE RAM 2500 QUAD CAB 4X4 LARAMIE

6.7 Diesel Sunroof, Navigation, Heated & Cooled Seats.........$35,495
2016 FORD EXPEDITION LIMITED 4X4

Sunroof, Heated & Cooled Seats, 20 Polished Alloy Wheels, 30,000 Miles...$35,995
2017 FORD EXPEDITION EL LIMITED

4X4, Navigation, Headed & Cooled Seats ........................... $38,495
2016 RAM 2500 CREW CAB SLT

6.7 Diesel, 4x4, Only 23,000 Miles..................................... $39,995
2015 GMC SIERRA 2500 CREW CAB SLE 4 X 4
6.6 Duramax Z71 pack ....................................................... $41,995
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the time. The tornado destroyed 
a barn and other structures near 
the house, including a two story 
barn, chicken coop, buggy shed, 
corn crib and parts of the house.

“He [Taylor’s grandfather] 
walked into grandpa’s that 
morning and he [Arthur Taylor] 
was just covered in blood,” said 
Taylor. “A six foot long branch 
came through the window basi-
cally right over top of him.” Tay-
lor has the branch in his garage.

Arthur and his family lived 
in the upstairs front room clos-
est to the road, the same house 
where Taylor and his family cur-
rently live.

“A lot of times I think back to 
my great grandpa and he started 
planting corn with two horses 
when he was 12,” said Taylor. 
“And when he died in 2004, we 
had tractors that were basically 
auto steer, and yield mapping 
and computers.”

A proud heritage
Taylor worked his first field 

when he was probably around 
10 or 11 years old. Working at 
such a young age, he developed 
a work ethic and learned life les-
sons early in life.

“Dad kind of started us out 
young on the farm with baby 
lambs and sheep and pigs and 
riding tractors with him,” said 
Taylor. “Granted, we didn’t have 
the machinery we have today. It 
was, for a lack of a better term, 
junk.”

But he always wanted to be a 
farmer. He says that he always 
thought a lot of his grandfather, 
Lowell Taylor, who farmed and 
shared sheep.

“There was just something 
about the machinery and the 
soil and the animals and some-
how being in control of your 
own destiny that makes it a 
challenge — kind of forces you 
to be self-reliant,” said Taylor.

He says that as a farmer, 
you’re basically in charge of your 
whole future.

$100 bags of corn
“I remember the first year corn 

went over $100 a bag and dad 
just flipped,” said Taylor.

His father bought his farm in 
1978 for $1200 an acre. Taylor 
says that today you cannot buy 
the “worst piece of ground 
anywhere around here for the 
price.”

The Taylor acreage has dou-
bled since the 1970s and equip-
ment has improved since his 
father farmed almost a thousand 
acres with what Taylor referred 
to as “junk equipment.”

“We went from raising hogs 
on pastures when I was a little 
kid to just basically finishing 
feeder hogs now in contained 
barns. We went from a 6-row 
corn planter to a 16-row corn 
planter, and a 15-foot drill to a 
40-foot bean planter.”

He says that when he was 
born a lot of farmers were com-
ing out of the “debacle when 
interest rates went crazy and a 
lot of guys lost their rear end, 
either playing the markets or 
being strung out too far on their 
loans. And the interest killed 
them.”

He says that today some 
farmers fear this might happen 
again, but Taylor isn’t so sure 
that farmers will see 18 to 20 
percent interest rates.

“I’ve seen a lot of changes just 
in my 35 years,” said Taylor. “I 
remember when most of our 
grain went to town in gravity 
wagons and now it goes in semi-
trucks.”

Today’s American farmer
Today farming is more variable 

and technology is developing 
quickly, leaving farmers to deci-
pher through various equipment 
choices. “You gotta learn to man-
age that risk and how you want 
to spend your money and hope-
fully spend it wisely to where it 
creates return.”

In addition to the pressure 
of new technology, he says that 
farmers can’t compete with 
investor and development money 
regarding newly purchased 
farmland. He says that he can 
drive down the road and within 
ten minutes find 50 acres of land 
that hasn’t been touched. “It 
seems like a waste,” Taylor said.

“You gotta give credit to the 
American farmer because our 
land base across the nation has 
dropped,” said Taylor “And yet 
we’re still able to produce more 
food than the country can use.”

He emphasizes quality over 
quantity. “I’d rather be a 2,000 
acre farmer producing 180-200 
bushel corn and 55-60 bushel 
beans than to be a 4000 acre 
farmer only making 130 bushel 
corn and 45 bushel beans.”

He says that his daughter is 
interested in livestock and “she’s 
tickled to death with her calf 
and her goats and she’s looking 
forward to showing hogs.” He 
hopes that puts a little drive into 
her for future years.

“I feel like she has kind of 
inherited the farming gene,” said 
Taylor.

Next Month
Preparing for spring.

Aftermath of tornado sweeping through Taylor Farm in Radnor, 1965.

REYNOLDSBURG – Thirty-six 
people were recently recognized at 
the 93rd Ohio Fair Managers Associa-
tion annual convention at the Greater 
Columbus Convention Center for out-
standing service to their local fairs.

Of this group, eight received the 
Director’s Award for Innovation and 
Excellence for their progressive ideas 
and actions to improve and strengthen 
their fairs. Ohio Department of Agri-
culture Director David T. Daniels 
presented each winner with a cer-
tificate. Those chosen for the special 
honor (denoted by an asterisk below) 
received plaques:
The award recipients were:
Adams County — Tom White+
Allen County — Harold Stoner
Ashland County — Rondal Bostic
Ashtabula County — Tom Mazzaro*
Belmont County — Matt Mowrer
Brown County — Chris Neal*
Clark County — Don Swensen+
Clermont County — Jim Parker
Columbiana County — Bert Dawson*
Coshocton County — Charles W. 
Karr+
Crawford County — Jack Scott+
Delaware County — Chip Thomson*
Delaware County — Larry Moreland
Greene County — Jay Clements
Hamilton County — Kim Hammond
Hardin County — Ray Davis
Harrison County — Ronald Myers
Henry County — Leo Zenz
Jefferson County — Esther McCoy*
Marion County — Candy Tripp

Medina County — Dr. Kelly Parker
Miami County — Steve Leffel
Monroe County — Tom Winkler
Monroe County — Alberta Winkler
Montgomery County — Janet    
Hawvermale
Muskingum County — Fred Wilson
Muskingum County — George Wilson
Preble County — Wayne Schroeder
Putnam County — Dennis Schroeder*
Seneca County — Chuck Clouse
Shelby County — Robert Geuy
Stark County — Ralph S. Regula+
Summit County — Cathy  
Cunningham*
Summit County — Theresa Call*
Wayne County — Glenn Harmon
Williams County — Florian Chirra+
(+ posthumous recognition)
Ohio’s 94 county and independent 
fairs and the Ohio State Fair support 
the local economy and help educate 
the public about the importance of 
agriculture and the many necessities 
it provides, including food, clothing, 
shelter, fuel and energy.
In addition to setting and approv-
ing the dates for the independent 
and county fairs, the department is 
responsible for helping to assure the 
safety of amusement rides, for moni-
toring livestock shows to help assure 
honest competition, and for coordinat-
ing animal health efforts with desig-
nated local veterinarians.
For more information on Ohio’s fairs, 
including a listing of fair dates for the 
2018 season, visit www.agri.ohio.gov.

Local residents honored 
for support of county fairs

from page 1
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By Jennifer Ruff
miami County locally Grown

TROY — When my 
family first discovered 
the tender, flavorful 
chicken that had come 
from King’s Poultry Farm 
in Bradford, I had no 
idea at the time just how 
unique was the product 
we were savoring.

The King Family, with 
parents William and 
Marilyn as well as the 
two youngest sons, Levi, 
30, and Reuben, 26, raise 
chickens year-round, 
along with pastured tur-
keys for Thanksgiving, 
strictly feeding non-GMO 
grain. Interesting enough 
– but more importantly, 
they also own and 
operate King and Sons 
Poultry Service Inc, one 
of only two federally 
inspected custom chicken 
processors in Ohio.

Not only do they raise 
the birds on their farm, 
which they sell in a wide 
variety of cuts, but they 
also process the birds 
themselves and create the 
recipes for their seasoned 
brats and sausages — an 
unparalleled local story 
of one family’s hard work, 
perseverance, and deter-
mination in a difficult but 

important industry.
What better way to 

control the quality of 
your product than to 
manage its care all the 
way from the raising to 
the final frozen package? 
I was blown away by 
the shear uniqueness of 
their operation — only 
one other family in Ohio 
can say they raise and 
process their own flock 
in their own federally 
inspected plant.

In addition, they pro-
cess 1,900 other poultry 
flocks each year, from 
local farmers to folks in 
Indiana,              North 
Carolina, West Virginia 
and Pennsylvania; a total 
of more than 150,000 
chickens and 12,000 tur-
keys in 2017.

How did they get their 
start? Parents William 
and Marilyn King had 
been raising and butcher-
ing their own chickens 
since 1983. By 1994, 
they were looking for a 
business the family could 
operate together that 
would keep their five 
young sons occupied and 
fulfilled, so they estab-
lished King’s Poultry 
Farm in Miami County. 
From the original mod-
est 20x30’ building to a 

more than 7,000 square 
foot facility where today, 
10 chickens are processed 
in one minute, the King’s 
business has continued 
to grow and thrive – even 
amid such losses as a 
barn fire in 2015 when 
they lost 4,000 birds in a 
10,000-square foot barn.

In tune with customer 
demands, they made 
the switch to exclu-
sively feeding non-GMO 
grain in 2015. When a 
customer suggested a 
brat made with apple, 
the resulting Chicken 
Apple Bratwurst quickly 
became a favorite. And 
an additional niche is 
their plant becoming 
Certified Organic in 
2001, enabling farmers 
who raise organic poul-
try to have their birds 
processed according to 
the National Organic Pro-
gram standards.

Many of the small fam-
ily producers in our area 
soon become acquainted 
with both the state and 
federal requirements they 
must adhere to when 
they raise, package, mar-
ket and sell food in Ohio. 
Simply wading through 
the regulations can be 
daunting when you’re 
starting or scaling up. 

Learning more, however, 
about the intricacies of 
the King’s operation gave 
me both a deeper respect 
for them personally and 
a greater appreciation for 
their business sense and 
products. A 13-month 
wait to have a new label 
approved? Perfect knowl-
edge (earned by research 
and experience) of what 
it takes to legally make a 
claim such as non-GMO? 
The list goes on and on.

When I initially visited 
William, Levi and Reu-
ben at their plant, I was 
surprised by the scale 
of their operation, as I 
toured with the most gra-
cious hosts to be found. 
One of the most popular 
vendors on the Virtual 
Market, Miami County 
Locally Grown, Levi in 

particular has continued 
to answer my questions 
– readily sharing exact 
numbers off the cuff, and 
strategizing with an ana-
lytic mind for the greater 
good of both his own 
business and the Virtual 
Market as a whole.

Levi, wife Jacqueline 
and five-month old Mat-
thew (their youngest of 
four children), surprised 
customers who came to 
pick up their Virtual Mar-
ket products on Tuesday 
with samples of tomato 
basil chicken patties, and 
sweet Italian chicken 
sausages. The King fam-
ily will be back with their 
products (and samples) 
for the Winter Farmer’s 
Market on Feb. 13. Find 
them from 4-7 p.m. at 
First Place Christian 

Center, 16 W. Franklin 
Street – just southeast 
and around the corner 
from the Square in Troy.

In addition, the Kings 
intend to host a tour of 
their processing plant 
this spring.

Find the King’s prod-
ucts on Miami County 
Locally Grown www.
miamicounty.locally-
grown.net

For more information: 
Visit the King’s website 
– www.kingspoultryfarm.
com www.kingandson-
spoultry.com Like them 
on Facebook – www.face-
book.com/kingspoultry-
farm www.facebook.com/
kingspoultry

Jennifer ruff is market manager 
for miami County locally Grown, 
the virtual farmer’s market in Troy, 
miami County.

King’s Poultry Farm featured on Virtual Market

submitted photo 
Levi King is pictured with his son Michael on their farm.

By Ryan Carter
rcarter@aimmediamidwest.com

WASHINGTON COURT HOUSE — 
The Fayette County Cattlemen’s annual 
banquet will be held Feb. 26 at the 
Mahan Building with Adam Garman, 
of Ross County, serving as the guest 
speaker.

Garman is a “father, farmer, comedian 
and great guy who cares about others,” 
according to the Cattlemen organiza-
tion. He will speak about his relief trip 
to help Kansas cattle producers who lost 
livestock, building and forage to the dev-
astating fires this past summer.

Garman will tell his real world story 
intertwined with some homespun humor 
as a result of his many years of experi-
ence farming and raising livestock in 
central Ohio. He has been featured at 
the Scarecrow Festival and Crown Hill 
Comedy Club.

“In addition to Adam, there will be an 
update on the industry, presentation of 
the Distinguished Service Award, crown-
ing of the Fayette County Beef Queen, 
presentation of scholarships, drawing for 
the Henry Repeating Arms .45-.70 cali-
ber rifle, 250 dollars cash and smoker, 
door prizes and dinner,” said Kristina 
Waits, secretary for the Fayette County 
Cattlemen and queen coordinator for the 
organization.

Waits explained the origin of her 
involvement in the cattle industry.

“My two children started showing beef 
cattle in 4-H and FFA six years ago,” 
she said. “We do not raise beef cattle, 
but have showed cattle on the farm 
year-around. They also show market 

hogs, market sheep, market turkeys and 
chickens. Feeding out a steer project 
is a two-year commitment if you have 
the steer as a calf. It involves the whole 
family.

“We show the cattle at the Fayette 
County Fair, Ohio State Fair and in the 
Ohio Cattlemen’s best show series from 
November through March. The kids are 
in the barn twice a day feeding, making 
sure they have clean water, washing and 
blowing their hair. It is a lot of early 
mornings and late nights. The lessons 
they have learned will serve them the 
rest of their lives. My daughter, Victoria 
Waits, says that being a part of the beef 
industry has taught her, ‘responsibility, 
time management and hard work pays 
off, and that your best friend can be 
someone with four legs and hooves.’”

The Fayette County Cattlemen is 
an organization that supports the beef 
industry and operates the Cattle Feed-
ers Corral at the Fayette County Fair. 
The proceeds from that week help fund 
scholarships for high school seniors 
who are currently showing or have 
shown a beef market or beef breeding 
project. The Cattlemen also support 
the junior fair sales by purchasing beef 
projects and they also choose an indi-
vidual from the community who has 
been active in the beef industry for the 
Distinguished Cattlemen Award.

The banquet meal will feature prime 
rib by Smokin’ Joes with side dishes 
and desserts by Rachel’s House Cater-
ing. Social hour will begin at 6 p.m. 
with dinner to be served at 7 p.m. All 
proceeds go to benefit 4-H members 
participating in beef projects. Please 
contact the Mahan Building on the Fay-
ette County Fairgrounds for tickets.

reach ryan Carter at 740-313-0352  
or on Twitter @rywica

Cattlemen’s banquet set for Feb. 26
Adam Garman will be guest 
speaker at annual event
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Hocking County – Ohio 

Ranked items among the 88 state counties and 3,079 U.S. counties, 2012
  State Universe U.S.  Universe 
Item Quantity Rank 1 Rank 1

MARKET VALUE 
OF AGRICULTURAL 
PRODUCTS SOLD ($1,000) 
Total value of agricultural 
products sold 5,303 86 88 2,834 3,077 
Value of crops including 
nursery and greenhouse 4,254 84 88 2,486 3,072 
Value of livestock, poultry, 
and their products 1,049 85 88 2,872 3,076 

VALUE OF SALES BY 
COMMODITY GROUP ($1,000) 
Grains, oilseeds, dry beans,
and dry peas (D) 75 88 (D) 2,926
Vegetables, melons, potatoes, 
and sweet potatoes 65 77 88 2,049 2,802
Fruits, tree nuts, and berries (D) (D) 87 (D) 2,724
Nursery, greenhouse, � oriculture,
and sod 537 53 88 1,316 2,678
Cut Christmas trees and short  
rotation woody crops 21 42 78 726 1,530
Other crops and hay 603 72 88 2,299 3,049
Poultry and egg 36 68 88 1,757 3,013
Cattle and calves 595 83 88 2,752 3,056
Milk from cows (D) 84 85 (D) 2,038 
Hogs and pigs (D) 77 87 (D) 2,827
Sheep, goats, wool, mohair, 
and milk 58 72 88 1,808 2,988
Horses, ponies, mules, burros,
and donkeys 224 49 88 1,150 3,011
Other animals and other animal
products 55 54 88 1,391 2,924
 
TOP CROP ITEMS (acres) 
Forage-land used for all hay and 
haylage, grass silage and greenchop 6,031 60 88 2,090 3,057
Soybeans for beans 2,600 74 87 1,452 2,162 
Corn for grain 1,910 78 87 1,730 2,638 
Wheat for grain, all 154 74 87 2,160 2,537 
Winter wheat for grain 154 74 87 2,079 2,480 
Forage-land used for all hay and 
haylage, grass silage, and greenchop 3,650 73 88 2,414 3,057

TOP LIVESTOCK 
INVENTORY ITEMS (number) 
Cattle and calves 2,144 81 88 2,713 3,063 
Layers 1,543 67 88 1,513 3,040 
Horses and ponies 555 69 88 1,930 3,072 
Broilers & other meat-type chickens 466 43 88 1,260 2,723 
Goats, all 441 57 88 1,374 2,996 
 

Other County Highlights, 2012 
Economic Characteristics Quantity 
Farms by value of sales:
Less than $1,000 .................................................................................................................................. 125
$1,000 to $2,499 .....................................................................................................................................72
$2,500 to $4,999 .....................................................................................................................................55
5,000 to $9,999 ........................................................................................................................................31
$10,000 to $19,999.................................................................................................................................39
$20,000 to $24,999................................................................................................................................... 6
$25,000 to $39,999.................................................................................................................................16
$40,000 to $49,999................................................................................................................................... 5
$50,000 to $99,999................................................................................................................................... 8
$100,000 to $249,999 .............................................................................................................................. 6
$250,000 to $499,999 .............................................................................................................................. 2
$500,000 or more ..................................................................................................................................... 2

Total farm production expenses ($1,000) ................................................................................6,612
Average per farm ($) ..................................................................................................................... 18,016
Net cash farm income of operation ($1,000) ............................................................................ -646
Average per farm ($) ...................................................................................................................... -1,760

Operator Characteristics Quantity 
Principal operators by primary occupation:
Farming ................................................................................................................................................... 150
Other ........................................................................................................................................................ 217
Principal operators by sex:
Male .......................................................................................................................................................... 307
Female ........................................................................................................................................................60
Average age of principal operator (years) ................................................................................. 58.8
All operators by race(2):
American Indian or Alaska Native ...................................................................................................... 2
White ........................................................................................................................................................ 563
More than one race ................................................................................................................................. 3
All operators of Spanish, Hispanic, or Latino Origin(2) ............................................................... 6

See “Census of Agriculture, Volume 1, Geographic Area Series” for complete footnotes,                          
explanations, de� nitions, and methodology.
1= Universe is number of counties in state or U.S. with the item.
2= Data collected for maximum of three operators per farm

AGRICULTURE SNAPSHOTAGRICULTURE SNAPSHOT
Hocking County

2012 CENSUS OF
AGRICULTURE
County Pro� le

 2012 2007 % change

Number of Farms ..............................367 ..............................387 .................................. -5%

Land in Farms .....................................38,085 acres .............41,992 acres ................ -9%

Average Size of Farm ......................104 acres ...................109 acres ...................... -9%

Market Value of Products Sold ..$5,303,000 ................$4,339,000 ............... +22%

          Crop Sales ...................................$4,254,000 ................(80 percent)

          Livestock Sales ..........................$1,049,000 ................(20 percent)

          Average Per Farm .....................$14,450......................$11,213 ..................... +29%

Government Payments .................$212,000 ...................$300,000 .....................-29%

Average Per Farm
Receiving Payments .......................$2,290 ........................$3,803 ..........................-22%
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By Amanda Rockhold
arockhold@aimmediamidwest.com 

WOOSTER—New and 
seasoned flower farmers 
have a lot to learn and 
communicating with fellow 
farmers is key to growing 
as a flower farmer, accord-
ing to the guest speaker at 
the Ohio Flower Farmer 
Meetup.

“Coming to these types 
of meetings, you learn so 
much and everybody is so 
willing to give you infor-
mation and help you out,” 
said Connie Homerick of 
The Iris Patch in Richland 
County. As a first-genera-
tional farmer, she says that 
by networking with other 
farmers “you learn all the 
little tricks that help you 
along the way.”

Homerick spoke at the 
fourth annual Ohio Flower 
Farm Meetup, held in 
Wooster. Approximately 
75 farmers attended the 
event to learn about top-
ics, such as selling to flo-
rists, winter crops, foliage 
and more. Attendees also 
participated in building a 
caterpillar tunnel.

Floriculture, or flower 
farming, is a discipline of 
horticulture concerned 
with cultivating flowers 
and ornamental plants to 
sell, produce and trade in 
the floral industry.

Finding your niche in 
the flower farming indus-
try is important, according 
to Tracey Parriman of 
Tracey Rae Farmer Florist 
in Clinton County. She 
says that her passion for 
growing flowers began 
when her and her husband 
grew flowers for their wed-
ding.

“There are people who 
sell to florists and grocery 
stores. So I think it’s find-
ing what you want to do,” 
said Parriman. “Mostly 
[Ohio Flower Farmer 
Meetup] is an opportunity 
for other people to meet 
flower farmers in their 
area and build connections 
and feel like there’s a grow-
ing community.”

Building a caterpillar tunnel
Parriman and her hus-

band, Matt, led the build-
ing of the 4 by 4 –foot 

caterpillar tunnel. Attend-
ees joined the duo in bend-
ing the fiberglass fence 
rods into hoops, which are 
lined up to hold the green-
house plastic. Parriman 
also showed the group how 
to tie the slip knot, used to 
cinch down the plastic.

“In a year like this, a 
caterpillar tunnel would be 
beneficial to give [overwin-
tered plants] extra protec-
tion,” said Parriman. The 
tunnel can also be used for 
flower netting; protecting 
crops from late season 
frosts; and, getting a head 
start on the planting sea-
son.

“You can watch all the 
videos you want. But 
actually getting to make 
one is very helpful,” said 
Homerick, referring to the 
hands-on caterpillar tunnel 
experience.

Homerick added that 
she grew lisianthus last 
year and if she would 
have known how to over-
winterize that flower, she 
would have had more crop 
a month earlier.

For more information on 
how to build a caterpillar 
tunnel, visit: http://www.
baremtnfarm.com/how-to-
construct-a-caterpillar-low-
tunnel.

Selling to florists
Homerick kicked off 

the meetup with her pre-
sentation on how to sell 
to florists. She included 
presentation, pricing and 

delivery methods.
“You’d be surprised 

how many owners are not 
designers,” said Homer-
ick. She suggests finding 
out who actually does the 
ordering before going into 
shops.

She says to have 
confidence and person-
ally going into each shop. 
However, she advises to 
be considerate regarding 
Holidays and weekends, 
which are usually very 
busy for florists.

“Do not pick your flow-
ers the day you’re going to 
deliver them,” said Homer-
ick. “They really need to 
be hydrated and hardened 
off before you take them 
into the florist.”

Homerick says to 
“over-deliver, but don’t 
over-promise.” She pro-
vided many more tips and 
allowed for attendees to 
ask questions.

Ohio State Secrest 
Arboretum

Winter Holly keeps 
active all year round at the 
Secrest Arboretum at Ohio 
State Wooster campus.

Paul Snyder, Program 
Assistant of the Secrest 
Arboretum, Ohio State 
College of Food, Agricul-
tural and Environmental 
Sciences, spoke on the 
best practices for the 
winter crops grown at the 
arboretum. These crops 
include holly, winterberry 
and red twig.

He says that a male pol-
linator is required for any 
holly to produce berries. 
“So you have to find not 
only the male, but you 
have to have the right male 
to go with the right female 
plant,” said Snyder. He 
says that they sell winter-
berry by the pound.

He also spoke on red 
twig dogwood, which is 
native to swampy areas. 
Much like winterberry, red 
twig does not need to be 
sprayed with chemicals 
and both plants grow 
quickly.

An attendee asked about 
weed control methods.

“We apply premerger in 

the spring to help suppress 
any annuals that are ger-
minating,” said Snyder in 
reference to red twig. “We 
also do a pre-emergent 
herbicide late in the sum-
mer in the form of a liquid 
to prevent winter annuals 
from coming up.”

He says that for the 
winterberry plot, pre-
emergent herbicide is all 
that’s needed.

The Secrest Arboretum 
features more than 2,500 
varieties of woody and 
herbaceous plants on a 
110-acre outdoor labora-
tory and landscape garden. 
For more information visit: 
www.secrest.osu.edu.

The Ohio Flower Farm-
ers group was established 
by Kay Studer and her 
daughter, Susan Studer 
King of Buckeye Blooms. 
The event is organized 100 
percent by volunteers. 

Other speakers at the 
Flower Farmer Meetup 
included Nellie Ashmore 
of That Girl’s Flowers 
(Clinton County), who 
spoke on sunflower exper-
tise and overwinterizing 
lisianthus; and, Louise 
Reiling and Patty Cabot 
of Auburn Pointe Green-
house (Cuyahoga County), 
who spoke about foliage 
to use for bouquets, wed-
dings and arrangements.

Flower farmers meet to exchange ideas, grow business

Photos by amanda rockhold | rural life Today 
Matt Parriman instructing the Ohio Flower Farmer Meetup attendees how to build the caterpillar tunnel.

Connie Homerick of The Iris Patch in Richland County presenting at 
the Ohio Flower Farmer Meetup in Wooster.

Tracey Parriman and her husband, Matt, of Tracey Rae Farmer Florist 
in Clinton County demonstrating how to bend the caterpillar tunnel 
hoops.

Tracey Parriman of Tracey Rae 
Farmer Florist in Clinton County 
explaining the benefits of the 
caterpillar tunnel at the Ohio 
Flower Farmer Meetup.

The following are upcoming farming 
and agriculture events in Ohio:

FeBruAry
Feb. 10: Agriculture leadership 

event — Ohio FFA Alumni Association, 
along with the Miami County, Ohio 
Farm Bureau, will host a community 
agriculture-leadership event Saturday, 
Feb. 10, at Hobart Arena in Troy. All 
day tickets include: breakfast refresh-
ment, meeting, workshops, lunch, and 
evening concert. (Children 6 years of 
age and younger are free). Hobart’s will 

offer concessions during concert only 
(not included in All Day price). All 
day Adults (22 years old & up) — $35 
each; Concert only Adults (22 years old 
& up) — $15 each; All day Youth (21 
years old and younger) Advisor/Key 
Leader — $15 each.

Feb. 15-17: OEFFA’s 39th 
Annual Conference — A Taste for 
Change; Dayton, Thursday, Feb. 
15, through Saturday, Feb. 17, 9 
a.m. Thursday- 5 p.m. Saturday. 
Ohio’s largest sustainable food and 

farm conference features: nearly 80 
educational, workshops on sustainable 
farming, livestock, homesteading, 
gardening, and business on Friday 
and Saturday; three day trade show 
with 90+ businesses, organizations, 
and government agencies offering 
food, books, equipment, products, 
information, and services; in-depth, full 
day “Food and Farm School” courses on 
Thursday; registration opens this fall. 
Sign up to receive conference updates 
at www.oeffa.org/conference2018. 
Location: Dayton Convention Center 

Agriculture calendar of events 22 E. 5th St. Dayton, OH 45402. 
Contact: OEFFA at (614) 421-2022.

Feb. 26: Fayette County Cattlemen’s 
annual banquet, Mahan Building with 
Adam Garman, of Ross County, serving 
as guest speaker. Social hour will begin 
at 6 p.m. with dinner served at 7 p.m. 
All proceeds go to benefit 4-H members 
participating in beef projects. Contact 
the Mahan Building at the Fayette Coun-
ty Fairgrounds for tickets.

Feb 28: Ag Day at the Capital — The 
Ohio Farm Bureau’s annual Ag Day at 
the Capital will take place Wednesday, 
Feb 28 at the Sheraton Columbus at 
Capitol Square, 75 E. State Street.
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Home of Bounty Plant Food 
Serving Central Ohio Since 1965 

Waldo 
6720 Gillette Rd. 
(740) 726-2429 

Delaware 
110 Lake St. 

(740) 363-1957 

Richwood 
28438 Kinney Pike 

(740) 943-2212 
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Scott Weininger • Steve Howard
Owners

14889 St. Hwy 31
Kenton, OH 43326

(419) 674-4715

300 N. Warpole St.
Upper Sandusky, OH 43351

(419) 294-4981

1775 S. CR 1
Tiffin, OH 44883
(419) 448-9850

T I R E  C O M PA N Y
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The VILLAGE RESTAURANT
435 N. Warpole St., Upper Sandusky, Ohio

Phone: 419-294-2945
Open   Sunday - Thursday • 11 a.m. to 8 p.m.
                   Friday & Saturday • 11 a.m. to 9 p.m.

Banquet
Room and 
caRRyout 
availaBle

40832513

Custom Agri Systems, Inc.
Keaton Welding

Specialty Welding
Aluminum - Stainless - Midsteel
Magnesium - Mig - Tig

• On-Site Millwright Work
• Portable Welding Truck
•Variety of Steel Stocked
• Plasma Cutting

CNC Milling Machine
Fabrication
Breakpress - Shears - Rolls -Iron Worker

419-209-0940 • 1289 N. Warpole St., Upper Sandusky, Oh 43351O
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www.clouseconstruction.com

• Butler Steel Buildings
• Post Frame 
• Site Development
• Concrete Work
CALL (419)448-1365

OH-70027140 O
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Scott - Reinhard
Precision, Seed Sales and Service

Donovan Scott
419-562-1110

Steve Reinhard
419-834-0398

reinhardfarms@embarqmail.com

OH-70027137

Fill: Summer, Automatic or Will Call
Payment: Fixed Pricing, Pre-Pay, Level Billing or 30-Day Charge Account

It’s about having PROPANE choices!

1-800-424-2584
www.heritagecooperative.com 
energy@heritagecooperative.com

Residential • Agricultural
 • Commercial

WE’RE AT YOUR SERVICE

The guide to quality goods and 
services that fi t your rural lifestyle!

By Darla Cabe
for rural life Today

The day we celebrate love is here — 
Valentine’s Day! There are lots of things 
rural families attach their hearts to, but 
a love of chocolate is serious for most 
of us. Meet a small town lady, who has 
a fondness for positive, simple living, 
intentional family fun, and of course, 
chocolate!

Alicia Schemmel
Alicia Schemmel loves 

chocolate. She loves all 
its “intricacies,” too. To 
Alicia, that means it can 
be super sweet or it can 
be a little bitter, depend-
ing on what kind you get. 
In addition to a spectrum 
of sweetness, she adds 

that chocolate is very diverse and can 
add a lot to different recipes. Alicia lives 
with her family in Auglaize County and 
admits that good life in the small town 
of New Bremen is made even better by 
good chocolate. “I like to sit down with 
a cup of coffee and have a small piece of 
chocolate and it will make the day bet-
ter,” she says. Alicia grew up with a lot 
of females in the house. She is the in the 
middle of four girls. Even the family dog 
was female.

“My dad was never able to even have 
a male dog in the house — always all 
girls. Poor guy” And maybe that has 
something to do with lots of memories 
of chocolate. “My parents both grew up 
in Van Wert, Ohio, so we would make 
frequent trips to visit our grandparents. 
I remember at my Gigi’s house there 
was always a dish of M&M’ss for us to 
enjoy – it was a white milk glass dish 
with a lid that only fi t a certain way.” 
At her other grandparent’s house, there 
was a candy container that usually held 
chocolate covered peanuts. “That candy 
was in a painted metal dish with a lid 
that let out a tinny sound, alarming my 
grandma that we were getting into it!” 
she says with a laugh.

Family defi nitely infl uenced Alicia 
learning to cook. “I was only 5 years 
old, but I remember learning recipes as 

simple as butter sugar bread from my 
Great Aunt Vovo. She lived with us for a 
time. After we would sprinkle the sugar 
over the butter, and then draw a house 
in the sugar and tell a story about who 
lived in the house. We would also make 
chocolate fudge and crush up candy 
canes to sprinkle on top.” Alicia’s par-
ents also loved to cook and taught her a 
lot about the skill. Her mom’s chocolate 
chip cookies are still one of her favor-
ites, while her dad’s specialty was “beer 
battered, deep fried anything” and a 
special chocolate topping for ice cream. 
“The kitchen was always a happy and 
fun place to be and that is what I have 
tried to pass down to my kids.”

Alicia’s family includes her husband 
Bill, daughter Taylor (who is married 
and expecting Alicia’s grandchild!) Joe, 
a college student and Jacquie who is in 
high school. Except for a time when Ali-
cia and Bill were fi rst married and Bill 
was in the army, they have lived in New 
Bremen most of their lives. “This town 
has quite a bit of charm and a great 
majority of the historic buildings have 
been restored due to Crown, a company 
that has invested a lot in the commu-
nity. I love the peace and quiet. I like 
being able to take walks along the canal 
and I like knowing my neighbors. I am 
also blessed to live in the same town 
with all my siblings.”

One of the historic buildings in New 
Bremen happens to be Alicia’s house. 
She lives in an 1897 Victorian home 
which she says she has a “love-hate rela-
tionship” with. “I love the woodwork, 
the leaded glass and charm, but not so 
much the kitchen size and problems 
a house of this age brings.” But still, 
the family tries to sit together to have 
meals and use dinnertime as a time to 
catch up and talk about their day. “We 
try to focus on the positive — doesn’t 
always work, but we try!” Alicia and 
her family make it a point to have fun 
together and try not to take life too seri-
ously. “I remember one time Bill and I 
had a cooking challenge where we had 
to remain joined at the hip to prepare 
a recipe. I have never had so much fun! 
The kids thought we were nuts, but 
what a memory!”

Alicia works a few 
different jobs. She 
is an optician 
in Minster, 
a bridal 
consultant 
there too, and 
also works 
at a local toy 
shop in New 
Bremen. She 
loves to read, 
volunteers at her 
kid’s school, sings at 
church, sews and has 
recently taken up the art 
of making stained glass! “It 
sure looks like I am busy, but 
it doesn’t feel that way when 
you are doing things you love,” 
she says. Her outlook on life is 
fresh and fun. “Life is too short for 
taking things too seriously,” she says, 
and of course, chocolate makes that fun 
life even better!

My MOM’S CHOCOLATe 
CHIP COOKIeS

· 2 1/4 cups all-purpose fl our
· 1 teaspoon baking soda
· 1 teaspoon salt ( I use kosher salt)
· 1 stick butter (1/2 Cup), softened
· ½ cup shortening
· 1/2 cup granulated sugar
· 1 cup packed brown sugar
· 1 teaspoon vanilla extract (I do not  

 use imitation – the real stuff has        
 the best fl avor)

· 2 large eggs
· 2 cups chocolate chips
· PREHEAT oven to 375° F. 

COMBINE fl our, baking soda and salt 
in small bowl. Beat butter, granulated 
sugar, brown sugar and vanilla extract 
in large mixer bowl until creamy. Add 
eggs, one at a time, beating well after 
each addition. Gradually beat in fl our 
mixture. Stir in chocolate chips. Drop 
by rounded tablespoon onto ungreased 
baking sheets. (I also use parchment 
paper and a baking stone) Bake for 9 to 
11 minutes or until golden brown. Cool 
on baking sheets for 2 minutes; remove 
to wire racks to cool completely.

CHOCOLATe GANACHe
In different consistencies I will use 

this as a thin glaze over cakes, fi lling for 
cupcakes or as a frosting…I will also add 
a little fl avoring like rum, red wine, or 
peppermint depending on what the treat 
is celebrating!

Ingredients
· 9 ounces bittersweet chocolate,  

 chopped
· 1 cup heavy cream
· 1 tablespoon dark rum (optional)

Directions
1. Place the chocolate into a medium 

bowl. Heat the cream in a small sauce 
pan over medium heat. Bring just to a 
boil, watching very carefully because if 
it boils for a few seconds, it will boil out 
of the pot. When the cream has come to 
a boil, pour over the chopped chocolate, 
and whisk until smooth. Stir in the rum 
if desired.

2. Allow the ganache to cool slightly 
before pouring over a cake. Start at the 
center of the cake and work outward. 
For a fl uffy frosting or chocolate fi lling, 
allow it to cool until thick, and then 
whip with a whisk until light and fl uffy.

Celebrating love and chocolate at Valentine’s Day

Alicia 
Schemmel

Alicia works a few 
different jobs. She 

kid’s school, sings at 
church, sews and has 
recently taken up the art 
of making stained glass! “It 
sure looks like I am busy, but 
it doesn’t feel that way when 
you are doing things you love,” 
she says. Her outlook on life is 
fresh and fun. “Life is too short for 
taking things too seriously,” she says, 
and of course, chocolate makes that fun 
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By Amanda Rockhold
arockhold@aimmediamidwest.com 

MADISON COUNTY—
Alpacas have drawn a 
crowd in Madison County. 
The 4-H Club of Madison 
County implemented a 
project dedicated to the 
long-necked animal—and 
they are attracting excite-
ment, according to 4-H 
club leaders.

“We had a crowd (at 
the 2017 Madison County 
Fair) there from the time 
it started until after the 
show was over,” said Judy 
Gallimore, president of 
the Madison County 4-H 
Advisory Committee. The 
project was brought in last 
year as an expedition and 
the project will continue 
this year.

Six 4-H students partici-
pated in the alpaca project 
and the key leaders would 
like to see the project grow. 
Gallimore and Julia Smith, 
volunteers for the Madison 
County Helping Hands 
Happy Hearts club, will 
serve as the key leaders for 
the alpaca project.

The group gets most of 
their alpacas from Robin 
Ridenour of A & R Alpaca 
Farm in Pickaway County, 
which boards and sells 
alpacas. Gallimore says 
that she took a 4-H group 
to the farm and some of 
the kids asked if they could 
have this as a project.

“And that’s how it start-
ed,” said Gallimore.

Why alpacas?
“They’re easy-keepers 

and they’re probably one 
of the easiest projects,” 
said Smith. “You don’t 
have to groom them. They 
don’t take a bath. Every 
other animal, that’s what 
everyone’s doing the day of 
the show, whether it’s the 
pig or the cow or even the 
chickens.”

She says that water will 

actually damage the fleece. 
When the weather is really 
hot, the alpacas can cool off 
with water on their legs.

Freshman and 4-H stu-
dent, Cade Smith, says that 
he really likes working with 
the alpacas because they’re 
friendly and “they get to 
know you and your person-
ality.” Cade was the finalist 
for Best Showman with his 
alpaca last year.

He has worked with 
poultry, including chickens 
and geese, and he says that 
“it’s not as much of a bond 
with poultry as it is with 
alpacas. The alpacas can be 
nice and lovey if you get to 
know them.”

According to the stu-
dents involved in the 
project, showing alpacas is 
more interactive than with 
other animals. Olivia Rine-
smith, junior 4-H student, 
describes leading an alpaca 
like “walking a lamb, but 
showing cattle.”

Last year the alpacas 
had to walk, jump and even 
play limbo. The students 
would lead the alpacas 
underneath a limbo stick.

“When it got so low, 

because [the alpacas’] 
necks are so long, they had 
to army crawl,” said Rine-
smith.

Cade says that it’s 
easier than walking a cow 
because alpacas weigh a lot 
less, “and it’s not going to 
hurt as much if they step 
on your feet.” Alpacas grow 
to weigh about 150 pounds 
and can live to 20 years or 
more.

Rinesmith explained 
how many people talked to 
them after the show.

“There were people 
coming to the alpaca pen 
saying ‘no, don’t clean out 
your pen, we want it,’” said 
Rinesmith. Alpaca manure 
is very high in nitrogen. 
One of the students’ mom 
used the alpaca manure to 
fertilize her garden.

Choosing your alpaca
The students went to A 

& R Alpaca Farm to choose 
the alpacas they wanted to 
work with for the year.

“The kids got to know 
the alpacas and the alpacas 
got to know them and their 
personalities,” said Smith. 
The students also chose to 

work with all females.
Smith housed the alpacas 

that the students chose at 
her house. The kids were 
able to go there and spend 
time with the alpacas, 
which is important for con-
nection and to help domes-
ticate them.

And for junior Rinesmith 
her alpaca chose her. “You 
have to find an alpaca that 
clicks with you,” said Rine-
smith. “My alpaca, Raven 
— she picked me instead of 
me picking her.”

Rinesmith has been in 
4-H for 12 years, showing 
and breeding market lambs. 
She says that working with 
alpacas is similar to work-
ing with lambs, explaining 
that she has to develop a 
connection with both and 
walking them is similar.

Rinesmith explained that 
her alpaca enjoyed taking 
“selfies” with her.

“It looks like she’s [her 
alpaca, Raven] is smiling 
in all of the pictures,” said 
Rinesmith. “I think they 
like to look at themselves.”

Kayden Warnock, 5th 
grade 4-H student, made 
a big jump from working 

with rabbits to alpacas last 
year. “They were fun and 
very interesting,” said War-
nock. “It was interesting 
to see how they behaved 
when you walked them.” 
She plans to work with 
alpacas again this year.

An important aspect is 
for alpacas to be together 
because an alpaca alone 
can be dangerous.

“The difficult thing is 
that you have to have at 
least two alpacas together,” 
said Gallimore. “They’re 
pack animals and if they 
don’t have another alpaca, 
bad things can happen.” 
Gallimore says that they 
could get depressed and 
this could even lead to an 
alpaca’s death.

The alpacas don’t need to 
be in pairs, as long as they 
are around other alpacas.

Shearing Alpacas
Alpacas are raised for 

fiber and are not eaten. 

They are sheared for their 
fleece once per year.

“You have to have the 
talent to do the shearing,” 
said Smith. “If something 
were to happen and you 
did it wrong or cut them 
— the alpacas don’t heal 
well or easily.” She says 
that their skin is more sen-
sitive and they have rolls in 
places that maybe a sheep 
do not have.

A husband and wife 
team come from Austra-
lia and spend about four 
months traveling around 
the U.S. shearing alpacas. 
Once a year, usually 
around Mother’s Day, they 
stop by the A & R Alpaca 
Farm to shear for a week-
end.

About the project
Every year, the Best 

Showman award includes 
a junior, intermediate and 
senior finalist. Last year 

submitted photos
The alpaca project 4-H members at the 2017 Madison County Fair.

4-H group starts alpaca project in Madison County

amanda rockhold | rural life Today 
Joining together to discuss the alpaca project, starting left: Julia Smith, Cade Smith, Kayden Warnock, 
Olivia Rinesmith and Judy Gallimore.

See Alpaca  | 11

Cade Smith, finalist for the Best Showman award, with his ribbon 
and stuffed alpaca made from genuine alpaca fur.
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Did you know?
Our Ag Trading Partners:

Did you know that America’s #2 agriculture export nation is Canada, 
and that our #3 agriculture export nation is Mexico? (Guess who #1 is?)

Here are our top five agriculture export products to each of these coun-
tries, as of 2016, according to Global Agriculture Trade Systems):

Canada - ($20.5 billion annually): 

 1. Prepared foods ($3.6 billion);

 2. Fresh and processed vegetables ($2.4 billion);

 Fresh and processed fruit ($2.4 billion);

 Pork ($793 million);

 Beef ($758 million).

Mexico - ($17.9 billion annually);

 Corn ($2.6 billion);

 Soybeans ($1.5 billion);

 Pork ($1.3 billion);

 Dairy products ($1.2 billion);

 Prepared foods ($1 billion).

Kayden Warnock (junior), 
Cade Smith (intermedi-
ate) and Olivia Rinesmith 
(senior) were the three 
finalists.

The kids will start 
spending time with the 
alpacas on the farm in the 

spring. Some students 
will have to choose a new 
alpaca if the one they 
used last year is pregnant. 
At this time, they will 
also decide whether they 
will work with males or 
females.

Next year, Gallimore 
plans to increase imple-
mentation of classes.

“Probably not this year, 
but next year I would like 

to add a dress up class,” 
said Gallimore. “That 
would just be a fun con-
test.” This class would 
entail dressing up the 
alpacas in costumes.

“It was a good learning 
experience for all of us,” 
said Rinesmith.

For more information 
about the 4-H Club of Mad-
ison County visit: www.
madison.osu.edu

                          submitted photo 
4-H student Olivia Rinesmith and her smiling alpaca.     

By Amanda Rockhold
arockhold@aimmediamidwest.com

LONDON — Landowners 
learned about the 2017 Current 
Agricultural Use Value (CAUV) 
reform. Changes focus on the 
capitalization rate, conservation 
land and land value formula, 
according to the Madison Coun-
ty Auditor’s Office and the Ohio 
Farm Bureau.

“CAUV is always a priority 
and top issue,” said Amy Milam, 
Director of Legal Education, 
Ohio Farm Bureau. “CAUV is 
absolutely crucial and so very 
necessary to farmland preserva-
tion.” The 2017 CAUV reform 
improves how the capitalization 
rate is determined by more 
closely tying it to the farm econ-
omy, says Milam, rather than 
the general financial markets.

Milam spoke to landowners 
of various local Ohio counties 
at the CAUV Meeting at Beck’s 
Hybrid in London, along with 
Jennifer Hunter, the Madison 
County auditor. The event cov-
ered various topics which will 
impact landowners during the 
next several years.

2017 CAUV reform
The reform will increase hold-

ing assumptions from 5 to 25 
years. Milam says that “most 
farms are passed down in a fam-
ily and are owned and operated 
for more than five years.” Not 
only did this make the formula 
more accurate, but Milam says 
that this has effectively elimi-
nated the assumption that land 
is always appreciating.

Equity assumptions will now 
be based on farm-specific equity 
data from the United States 
Department of Agriculture, 
instead of the general federal 
interest rate. The changes also 

dictate that the equity rate can-
not fall below the debt rate.

“[CAUV reform] made such a 
drastic change in the values that 
they decided to phase it in over 
six years,” said Hunter. The 
reforms will be phased in over 
2-year cycles during the next six 
years, allowing for local commu-
nities and schools to transition 
to the a more accurate CAUV 
formula.

“The CAUV values have gone 
down in this first cycle of about 
an average of 30 percent,” said 
Hunter. This reflects the value 
on the agricultural land, not any 
buildings on home sights and 
residencies. This percentage 
will stay the same for the next 
three years.

Hunter says that these values 
should go down another 30 per-
cent in 2020, which is the next 
cycle. “That’s based on the leg-
islative changes in the formula 
and the capitalization rate,” she 
said. Every county is fully reap-
praised every six years and then 
updated every third year after 
that. This is done on a rotating 
schedule.

How CAUV is calculated
The Ohio Department of Tax-

ation calculates the CAUV every 
year for each of Ohio’s 3,500-
plus soil types. The formula to 
calculate the CAUV value is net 
income divided by capitalization 
rate, a formula set out by Ohio 
law. The capitalization rate is 
determined from the debt rate 
and equity rate.

The Ohio Department of Tax-
ation then submits a table of the 
CAUV values by soil type to the 
county auditors for use in coun-
ties with property reappraisals 
or updates in that year. This cal-
culation is based on three crops: 
soybeans, wheat and corn.

Crop prices, production costs 
and the capitalization rate is 
based on a seven-year rolling 
average. From the seven years 
of objective statewide data, 
the highest and the lowest are 
removed and the remaining five 
are averaged.

The average capitalization 
rate between 1998 and 2002 was 
9.8 percent; and the average rate 
between 2012 and 2016 was 6.7 
percent. In 2017 the average 
rate jumped to 8 percent.

“The lower the capitalization 
rate the higher the resulting 
value,” said Milam. “Just know 
that there’s always continuing 
focus at Ohio Farm Bureau to 
make sure that farmland values 
are accurate.”

For 2017 reappraisals the data 
points are between years 2010 
and 2016.

“When you were last reap-
praised,” Milam explained to 
those reappraised in 2017, “you 
saw the highest CAUV values 
you’ve ever seen. What was hap-
pening at that time with interest 
rates being held down at the fed-
eral level, that had a huge nega-
tive impact on the capitalization 
rate used in the formula.”

In the summer of 2017 the 

State Budget Bill was intro-
duced and made effective there-
after, which was “ultimately 
the vehicle” that allowed these 
forms and changes to come 
through.

Repealing CAUV determinations
On Dec. 7, the Ohio Supreme 

Court released the decision 
that landowners can appeal the 
CAUV table values to the Board 
of Tax Appeals, according to 
Milam.

“The Ohio Farm Bureau sup-
ported that landowners should 
have jurisdiction over those 
appeals because the landowners 
have to be given a chance to be 
heard,” said Milam.

This decision was brought 
up by the Adams v. Testa case, 
when landowners filed an appeal 
with the Board of Tax Appeals 
challenging the Tax Commis-
sioner’s journal entry of CAUV 
values. The landowners argued 
that woodland values were over-
valued and overtaxed.

Conservation land changes
The 2017 reform also removes 

disincentives for farmers to 
engage in certain conservation 
practices. CAUV land used for 

year-round conservation prac-
tices or enrolled in a federal 
land retirement or conservation 
program for at least three years 
will now be valued at the lowest 
soil value. This minimum value 
is $230 per acre CAUV value.

“Previously to the state bud-
get bill, if you had ground that 
was used for soil or soil erosion 
prevention or conservation 
practices in place, you were 
still being valued on that land 
the same as if it were produc-
ing corn, wheat or soybeans,” 
Milam said.

Conservation landowners will 
need to provide a copy of their 
contract and a map with the 
conservation acreage to their 
county auditors. For those who 
have conservation practices not 
in a federal program must also 
provide maps to county audi-
tors.

Farmers can find more infor-
mation on the 2017 CAUV 
reform at the Ohio Department 
of Taxation website: www.tax.
ohio.gov. Look for Ohio taxes, 
then property taxes and then 
CAUV.

amanda rockhold is a staff writer for rural 
life Today. she can be reached at  
740-852-1616, ext. 1617.

CAUV reform, necessary changes
Ohio Farm Bureau talk CAUV reform

Photos by amanda rockhold | rural life
Presenting to Ohio landowners about the 2017 Current Agricultural Use Value 
reform at Beck’s Hybrids in London are from left: Jennifer Hunter, Madison County 
Auditor’s Office and Amy Milam, Director of Legal Education, Ohio Farm Bureau.

Speaking on the changes to the 2017 
Current Agricultural Use Value reform 
at Beck’s Hybrids in London is Jennifer 
Hunter from the Madison County 
Auditor’s Office.

from page 10

Alpaca
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Farmers Serving Farmers

BURKHART FARM CENTER, INC.
4295 MONNETT NEW WINCHESTER RD
BUCYRUS, OH 44820
419-985-2141
WWW.BURKHARTFARMCENTER.COM

All rights reserved. Case IH is a trademark registered in the United States and many other countries, owned by or licensed to CNH Industrial N.V., its subsidiaries or affiliates. www.caseih.com

With the new Tiger-Mate® 255 field 
cultivator and 2000 series Early Riser® 
planter, you can maximize every single 
square inch you farm. It’s creating the 
most level seedbed in the industry, 
while others are just scratching the 
surface. It’s the ability to gauge ground 
pressure 200 times per second. It’s 
targeting a nickel-sized area to plant a 
seed — and never missing. Then, inch 
by inch, the result is productivity like 
you never thought was possible. Start 
rethinking the productivity of your 
seedbed by visiting a local Case IH 
dealer or caseih.com/Seedbed.

THERE ARE 6,272,640 
SQUARE INCHES IN 
EVERY ACRE.

By Mike Ullery
mullery@aimmediamidwest.com 

NEWBERRY TOWN-
SHIP — As temperatures 
drop into single digits and 
lower this winter, area 
farmers have additional 
responsibilities in keeping 
their livestock safe and 
comfortable.

Many people take it for 
granted that cows, pigs, 
and other farm animals 
are “designed” to accli-
mate to colder weather. To 
a degree, that is true, but 
when temperatures and 
wind-chills drop to bone-
chilling levels, even the 
heartiest of animals need 
extra care.

Sarah Fraley operates a 
small farm near Coving-
ton, where she raises a 
variety of livestock, from 
chickens and goats to 
horses and cattle.

Fraley knows, that as 
uncomfortable as it may 
be to go out to work in 
the barn during subzero 
weather conditions, her 
animals count on her to 

care for them, no matter 
how harsh the conditions.

Perhaps the single most 
important winter care 
requirement for livestock 
is the availability of drink-
ing water. As temperatures 
near zero degrees, water 
can freeze in less than an 
hour, leaving livestock 
with a trough filled with 
water, but no way through 
the frozen surface.

There are only two 
options to correct this 
issue, Fraley said. One 
is to purchase a heating 

device that keeps water 
sources free from ice. The 
downside is that electric-
ity must be available. The 
resulting use of the heater 
will raise electric bills 
and if not done properly, 
animals can possibly chew 
into wiring, either dis-
abling the heater of poten-
tially causing a fire. The 
second option is frequent 
checks of water containers 
— day and night.

More frequent and/or 
heavier feeding of live-
stock is important during 

frigid conditions. Fraley 
said that during cold 
weather, livestock burn 
more calories as their bod-
ies attempt to stay warm. 
Although animals may 
seem to be just standing 
in a field or barnyard, 
their systems are attempt-
ing to keep their body 
temperatures up, burning 
calories as this happens. 
This additional effort 
burns calories at a more 
rapid rate, necessitating 
additional food to com-
pensate.

Extra bedding is anoth-
er necessity during cold 
weather. Just as humans 
and pets appreciate a nice 
warm place to sleep, our 
livestock need to have 
comfortable sleeping 
areas, and in an unheated 
barn, an extra layer of 
straw is necessary to keep 
them warm.

As a farmer, Fraley is 
constantly aware of her 
animals’ living condi-
tions. Fraley’s “other” 
job is as a Miami County 
sheriff ’s deputy. Fraley 
said that in December, 
the county has seen an 
increase in calls from 
area residents concerned 
about living conditions 

and care of both pets and 
livestock.

Deputies remain vigilant 
in checking out reports of 
animals that are not being 
cared for properly and will 
enforce laws that are in 
place to protect animals. 
Law enforcement officials 
would rather anyone who 
owns or cares for livestock 
or pets remember that 
animals need extra care 
during the winter. The 
few extra minutes that you 
spend outdoors caring for 
your livestock can make a 
difference in keeping your 
animals alive through the 
winter months, she said.

reach mike ullery at (937) 451-3335

Winter means extra care for livestock
Frigid weather 
affects 
animals, too

Photos by mike ullery | aIm media midwest
Sarah Fraley of Covington feeds extra hay to her horses and cattle during cold weather. Fraley said that 
livestock burn more calories as their bodies attempt to stay warm, so the extra food is necessary to help 
them fend off the extreme cold.

One of Sarah Fraley’s chickens checks out the fresh extra staw in 
the calf barn. Fraley said that putting down additional bedding for 
livestock can help stave off the effects of frigid temperatures.


