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Winter means extra care for livestock

Frigid weat
a ects
animals, to«

By Mike Ullery
mullery@aimmediamidwest.com

NEWBERRY TOWN-
SHIP — As temperatures
drop into single digits and
lower this winter, area
farmers have additional
responsibilities in keeping
their livestock safe and
comfortable.
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Many people take it for

granted that cows, pigs,
and other farm animals
are “designed” to accli-

a degree, that is true, but
when temperatures and

One of Sarah Fraley’s chickens checks out the fresh extra staw in
the calf barn. Fraley said that putting down additional bedding for
livestock can help stave off the effects of frigid temperatures.

Photos by Mike UllerM Media Midwest EXtra bedding is anoth- and care of both pets and
Sarah Fraley of Covington feeds extra hay to her horses and cattle during cold weather. Fraley said tret necessity during cold
livestock burn more calories as their bodies attempt to stay warm, so the extra food is necessary to helyeather. Just as humans

mate to colder weather. Tothem fend off the extreme cold.

care for them, no matter

device that keeps water

frigid conditions. Fraley

wind-chills drop to bone- how harsh the conditions. sources free from ice. The said that during cold
Perhaps the single most downside is that electric- weather, livestock burn

chilling levels, even the
heartiest of animals need
extra care.

Sarah Fraley operates a
small farm near Coving-
ton, where she raises a
variety of livestock, from

important winter care

requirement for livestock resulting use of the heater ies attempt to stay warm.

is the availability of drink  will raise electric bills

ing water. As temperaturesand if not done properly,

Although animals may
seem to be just standing

near zero degrees, water animals can possibly chewin a eld or barnyard,

can freeze in less than an into wiring, either dis-

their systems are attempt

livestock.
Deputies remain vigilant

and pets appreciate a nicein checking out reports of

warm place to sleep, our
livestock need to have
comfortable sleeping

animals that are not being
cared for properly and will
enforce laws that are in

areas, and in an unheated place to protect animals.

ity must be available. The more calories as their bod-barn, an extra layer of

Law enforcement of cials

straw is necessary to keepwould rather anyone who

them warm.

As a farmer, Fraley is
constantly aware of her
animals’ living condi-

owns or cares for livestock
or pets remember that
animals need extra care
during the winter. The

chickens and goats to
horses and cattle.
Fraley knows, that as

uncomfortable as it may
be to go out to work in
the barn during subzero
weather conditions, her
animals count on her to

hour, leaving livestock abling the heater of poten-ing to keep their body tions. Fraley’s “other”
with a trough lled with tially causing a re. The temperatures up, burning job is as a Miami County
water, but no way through second option is frequent calories as this happens. sheriff's deputy. Fraley
the frozen surface. checks of water containersThis additional effort said that in December,

There are only two — day and night. burns calories at a more the county has seen an
options to correct this More frequent and/or  rapid rate, necessitating increase in calls from
issue, Fraley said. One  heavier feeding of live additional food to com-  area residents concerned
is to purchase a heating stock is important during pensate. about living conditions

few extra minutes that you
spend outdoors caring for
your livestock can make a
difference in keeping your
animals alive through the
winter months, she said.

Reach Mike Ullery at (937) 451-3335

THERE ARE 6,272,64
SQUARE INCHES IN
EVERY ACRE.

With the new Tiger-Mate® 255 eld
cultivator and 2000 series Early Riser®
planter, you can maximize every single
square inch you farm. It's creating the
most level seedbed in the industry,
while others are just scratching the
surface. It's the ability to gauge ground
pressure 200 times per second. It's
targeting a nickel-sized area to plant a
seed — and never missing. Then, inch
by inch, the result is productivity like
you never thought was possible. Start
rethinking the productivity of your
seedbed by visiting a local Case IH
dealer or caseih.com/Seedbed
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